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LlANEDARN (LLAN-EDEYRN), a parish, 
in the union of Cardiff, hundred of Kibbor, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, on the 
banks of the Romney, 4 miles (n. £• by n.) from 
Cardiff; containing 854 inhabitants. This parish, 
which comprises about two thousand five hundred 
and fifty acres of land, partly arable and partly pas- 
ture, lies on the eastern confine of the county, and 
the surface, though in ' general low, presents some 
pleasing scenery : it gradually rises to the north, 
into an elevated ridge, in some parts richly wooded, 
and the whole is embellished with several genteel 
mansions, the principal of which are, Ne'w House, 
Ruperra, and Cevn Mably. To the west the vene- 
rable cathedral of Llandaf, and southward Cardiff 
and the Bristol Channel, are included in the pro- 
spect The living is a discharged vicarage, united 
to that of St. Mellon's, in the county of Monmouth, 
rated in the king's books at £5. 8. IH. ; the impro- 
priation is vested in the Chapter of Llandi^. The 
church, a small simple structure, is dedicated to St 
Edeyrn, who, it is stated, established a Christian 
society here, amounting in number to three hundred 
persons. The Rev. William Edwards, in 1782, be- 
queathed £400 for charitable purposes, £100 of 
which he directed should be applied for the use of 
the poor of this parish: the interest of this sum, 
which with the original bequest, lies in the hands of 
Sir Charles Morgan, of Tredegar, Bart, is distri- 
buted in January among such poor as are not re- 
ceiving parochial relief. 

LLANEDWEN (LLAN-EDWEN), a parish, 
in the union of Bangor and Beaumaris, hundred 
of Menai, county of Anglesey, North Wales, 
5 miles (n. e. by n.) from Carmarthen; containing 
283 inhabitants. This parish has been said to.derive 
its name from the dedication of its church to King 
Edwin, by whose daughter or niece it was founded, 
Vol.IL-1 



LL AN— E 

in the year 640 ; but Dr. Owen Pughe, in his " Cam- 
brian biography," states that Edwen was a female 
saint of Saxon descent, and seems to consider her 
the tutelar saint of this church. It is situated on 
the western shore of the Menai strait, and, with the 
adjoining parishes of Llanidan and Llandeiniol, an- 
ciently formed a district which was the principal seat 
of the Druidical priesthood, and in which the arch- 
druid is supposed to have had for ages his chief 
residence. There are still within the district, and 
particularly in this parish, considerable remains of 
those deeply-shaded groves so well adapted to the 
performance of the sanguinary rites of the Druidical 
religion, which obtained for uiis island the appella- 
tion of Ynys Dywell, or "the Shady Island;" and 
amid them are numerous remains of bruidical tem- 

fles, altars, circles, and cromlechs. Porthamel, or 
Wth- Ami, the only ferry between the Menai bridge 
and Carnarvon, is celebrated as the place where 
Suetonius PaulinuSj in the reign of the Emperor 
Nero, crossed the strait for the invasion of Mona, in 
which attempt he was opposed by the Druids, who, 
having assembled an army of men and women 
arranged in all the mystic terrors of their idolatrous 
superstition, and brandishing lighted torches, drew 
up on the western shore to oppose their progress. 
But after spreading a momentary panic through the 
Roman ranks, they were quickly repulsed by the 
rallying troops, and many of them consigned to 
perish in their own sacrificial fires. The sacred 
groves in which their rites were solemnized were 
cut down, and the reign of Druidism, which had for 
ages been establishea in this isle, as its principal 
seat, was finally destroyed. At a short distance from 
this place is a field still called Maes Mawr Gad, or 
"the plain of the great army," supposed to have 
been occupied by the Roman forces under Julius 
Agricola, in his successful expedition to re^n pos- 
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session of the island, which Suetonius, by a general 
revolt of the British states in his rear, that neces- 
sarily caused him to withdraw his forces, had been 
compelled to relinquish. Opposite to Moel-y-Don, 
or *^ the hill of the wave," in this parisli, the English 
suffered a signal defeat in the reign of Edward L 
Having lancied in the island in 1282, under the com- 
mand of Luke de Tany, a Gascon, after reducing to 
obedience such of the inhabitants as had not pre- 
viously sworn allegiance to that monarch, they con- 
structed a bridge of boats across the strait, near the 
spot where Agricola had landed, in order to effect 
an entrance into the country on the opposite shore. 
The Welsh, having hastily thrown up an intrench- 
ment, to defend the pass into the mountains, placed 
themselves in ambush, and quietly awaited the result. 
De Tany having, with a detachment of his troops, 
rashly ventured at low water to pass the bridge before 
it was completed, his retreat was intercepted by the 
return of the tide ; and the Welsh at this moment 
rushing from their ambuscade, and impetuously as- 
saulting his detachment, killed the greater number, 
and drove the rest into the strait: of this force, 
which consisted of more than two hundred soldiers, 
seventeen gentlemen, and thirteen knights, only one 
escaped, whose horse swam with him to the bridge. 

The PARISH, though generally destitute of wood, 
of which it is difficult to raise any plantations of con- 
siderable extent, is nevertheless m some parts richly 
ornamented with timber of ancient growth : these 
instances, however, are not common, and are pro- 
bably the remains of the groves that escaped de- 
struction by the Romans. The shores of the Menai 
are rocky and precipitous; the scenery is bold, 
striking, and in some places beautifully picturesque ; 
and in the parish and its immediate vicinity are 
several gentleman's seats, some of which display ele- 
gant specimens both of ancient and recent architec- 
ture. Plds Newvddy the seat of the Marquess of 
Anglesey, is a splendid mansion of modern erection, 
built upon the site of a house which once belonged 
to the celebrated Gwenllian, a descendant of Caorod 
Hardd ; and is beautifully situated in a portion of 
the old Druidical groves, on ground rising gently 
from the margin oi^the Menai. The building con- 
sists of a semicircular centre and two semi-octagonal 
^vings: the fafade is relieved by octagonal turrets 
on each side of the centre, and the respective wings, 
rising from the base above the parapet, which is 
embattled ; and the entire edifice, as seen from the 
water, to which it is open in front, forms a con- 
spicuous and interesting object. It contains a noble 
suite of apartments, a handsome library, and a beau- 
tiful chapel : the latter is lighted on each side by a 
fine range of pointed windows, enriched with tracery 
of elegant design, and embellished with stained glass ; 
the roof is delicately and elaborately groined, and 
the altar, which has a receding canopy, is beautifully 
enriched with tabernade^worL Tne whole of this 
3 



elegant mansion is built of Mona marble from the 
quarries of Moelvre, near Red Wharf bay, and dis- 
plays, both in its design and execution, a high 
degree of taste and judicious arrangement The 
grounds are extensive and pleasingly laid out: in 
front of the house is a spacious lawn, sloping to the 
margin of the strait, from the waves of which it is 
protected by a strong parapet wall, on which is a 
noble terrace ; while each side, and the rising ground 
behind, are sheltered by groves of venerable oak and 
ash of luxuriant growth. Plds Cdcky another seat 
in this parish, the property and residence of Sir 
William Bulkeley Hughes, was priginally built by 
Hugh Hughes, attorney-general in the reign of 
Elizabeth : it is a noble antique mansion, presenting 
a fine specimen of the architecture of that age ; and 
over the entrance are the arms of the family of 
Hughes, with the date 1569. The parish, which 
is small, is fertile, and the land for the most part 
is inclosed and cultivated. Limestone of excellent 
quality is found in great abundance within its limits, 
and some very extensive quarries are worked, afford- 
ing employment to a considerable number of the 
inhabitants : great quantities of this limestone, both 
for building and for the purpose of manure, are raised 
from these quarries, which extend along the shore 
of the Menai, and are shipped to Liverpool and 
other places, in numerous vessels. Through the 
park of Plds Newydd runs a bed of granite, in a state 
of decomposition, and so soft that it crumbles upon 
the slightest touch. 

The LIVING is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the 
vicarage of Llanidan : the church is a small but 
neat edifice of great antiquity ; and the churchyard 
is one of the most beautiful in North Wales, and 
remarkable as containing the remains of the Rev. 
Henry Rowland, the eminent antiquary. There are 
two day schools, one of which, containing 60 boysi 
and for which a room was lately built at the expense 
of the Duchess of Kent, is supported by private 
contributions ; and the other for 25 girls, is wholly 
maintained by the Marquess of Anglesey. Bishop 
Bowlandj in 1616, bequeathed ^ per annum, 
charged on his estate at Plds Gw;^n ; Lady Bailey 
left a small annual sum, derived from the estate of 
Plas Newydd ; Mr. Bagnal bequeathed a jent- 
charge of 10«. on the same property; and Mrs. 
Rot^nd^ in 1740, gave £100 in money : the three 
former of which, together with the produce of the 
latter, are annually distributed among the poor 
during the winter. The estate of Ll^sllew, in the 

Earish, now producing £200 per annum, was given 
y the Bishop, as an endowment to the free grammar 
school which he had founded at Bottwnog. Within 
the limits of the park of Plls Newydd is one of the 
largest cromlechs in the island, supported on five 
upright stones, which have been stated by some 
writers to be six feet in height, but at present do 
not rise more than two above the ground : the tabu- 
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Jar stone is about twelre feet in leng^b, about the 
same in breadth, and four feet in thickness. Adjoin- 
ing this is a smaller cromlech ; and at do great dis- 
tance, in the woods, is a large carnedd, which was 
opened some years since, and found to contain a 
vault> seven feet in length, and four in breadth, but, 
after a diligent search, no other relics were discover- 
ed. Near Maes Mawr Gad, in making a fence in 
the year 1829, several Roman coins, fibulie, buckles, 
and other vestiges of Roman antiquity, were dug 
up ; and near Porthamel is a large mount, supposed 
by Mr. Rowhmd to mark the scene of Suetonius' 
sanguinary victory* Pl£s Crw^^n, in the parish, was 
the birth-place and residence of the Bev. Henrjf 
Ban/olaTki^ the learned author of the M(ma Antiqua 
RiiiauraU : that elaborate and interesting prod«o- 
tion was composed by the author at this his patri- 
monial estate, and the old oak chair in which he sat 
while writing it is still preserved in the house : he 
died here, and was buried in the churchyard, in 1725, 
as appean by the Latin inscription on his tomb, 
though his biographers state his death to have oo* 
carr^ in the year 1723, in which his work first ap- 
neared 

LLANEDY (LLAN-EDl), a parish, in the 
union of Llanelly, hundred of Carnawllon^ 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales,. 10 miles 
(s.) frcHU Llandilo-Vawr ; containing 1096 inhabit- 
ants. This parkh is situated on the river Loughor, 
by which it is separated from the county of Glamor- 
ffan ; and is intersected by the turnpike-road from 
Swansea to Llandilo-Vawr: it Ls bounded on the 
south-west by the parishes of LlandeilorTalybonC 
and Llangennech, on the north-west liy those of 
Llandebie and Llannon, and on the north-east by 
Bettws and Llangy velach ; and extends nearly eight 
miles in length, and one mile and a quarter in 
breadth, comprising by measurement 5200 acres, of 
which about 1800 are arable, 2000 pasture, 700 
wood, and between 600 and 700 common and waste* 
The surface is elevated and hilly, and the soil gene- 
rally dry and light, and on the tillage lands very fer- 
tile, producing good crops of wheat, barley, oats, and 
potatoes; the scenery is extensive, varied, and pic- 
turesque, and beautified by the meandering of the 
river Loughor, through a rich and narrow vale on 
the south ; the Gwilly, an inferior stream, passing to 
the north. There are mines of excellent anthracite 
coal, which until lately were worked only for the 
supply of the immediate neighbourhood, but they 
are now in operation on a larger scale, and the coal 
is exported in considerable quantity ; an inferior 
kind IS found in almost every part of the parish, but 
the principal mines lie at the northern extremity, 
where. numerous hands now find employments Iron- 
ore exists, but no works are carried on ; and there is 
a qjuarry of excellent stone for building and other 
purposes. An annual fair is held on the 8th of No- 
vember. 
3 



The living is a rectory, rated in the khir's books 
at £8, and given by George IV., together with 
several other crown livings in the diocese to Sc 
David's College; present net income, J&560. The 
church, dedicated to St Edith, k pleasantly situated 
on an elevated bill, ovef-looking the Loughor, and 
commanding an extensive view of great variety and 
beauty; it has been recently repaired, and enlarged 
by a gallery at the west-end, affording an addidon of 
one hundred and twenty free sittings, towards the 
erection of which the Society fo^ the enlargement 
of churches and chapels contributed the sum of £100. 
There are places of worship for Baptists and-CaU 
vhnstic Methodists* About 40 ohikhren are taught 
in a day school at the expense of their parents, and 
12 gratuitously by local subscription ; and there are 
three Sunday schools, one in connexion with the Es- 
tablished Church, the others appertaining to the dis- 
senters, in each of which about 40 persons receive 
instruction. In the hamlet of Gwilly, about two- 
hundred yards from the church, is a rock, with a 
curious recess, naturally formed, and traditionally 
called Gwely Edi or St Edith's bed ; it is supers 
stitioosiy thought to- have been occasionally used fbr 
repose by that saint At a cottage near Forest Hall, 
a deserted mansion in the parish, was born, in 1721, 
the Rev. John Walters, M. A., the learned author 
of Dissertations on the Welsh Language, a Welsh 
and English Dictionary, and otiier works. 

LLANEGRIN (LLAN-EGRYN), a parish, 
in the union of DdLOBLLEV, hundred of TAlybont, 
county of M£Rioneth, North Wales, 4 miles (n.) 
from X owyn ; containing 745 inhabitants. It is about 
eiffht miles in length and two in breadth, and com-' 
pnses about ten thousand acres, part of which is 
mountainous land, while some is so low as to be 
subject to occasional inundation : the arable land, by 
admeasurement comprehends 1365 acres, the pasture, 
2581, and the woodland 200, consisting of oak, ash, 
and alder. The beaudful little river Dysyni, which 
has its source at the foot of the lofty Cader Mris, 
meanders through it, and between the parishes of 
Towyn and Llangelynin, and pours its waters into 
the spacious bay of Cardigan^ The village is plea^ 
santly situated near the northern bank oif the Dy-' 
syni, which is navigable for vessels of ten or twelve 
tons' burthen fipom the sea to beyond Peniarth Weir, 
near which stands the ancient mansion of Peniarth. 
The higher grounds command extensive and varied 
prospects, embracing a fine view of the Vale of Dy* 
syni and Cardigan iMiy, and of the lofty hills on this 
part of the coast. About three-fifths of the land 
are unindosed and uncultivated : in this portion, 
considerable quantities of peat are dug for fuel ; the 
remainder is comparatively fertile and in a good state 
of cultivation : the prevailing soil is a strong clay^ 
Slate abounds in the parish, and is quarried to sup- 
ply the immediate neighbourhood ; out the quality 
IS not sufficiently good to make it an object of gene- 
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ral demand, nor is any of it exported. The living is 
a perpetual curacy, endowed with £400 royal bounty, 
which has been invested in the purchase of a tene* 
ment in Montgomeryshire, and £1000 parliamentary 

{rrant, and in the patronage of the Rev. Peter Tit- 
ey, Uie impropriator, who pays the curate an addi- 
tional annual stipend of £10; net income, £72. The 
churchy dedicated to St Egryn, and situated about a 
quarter of a mile from the village, on an eminence 
commanding a fine and extensive prospect, is an 
ancient structure, in the early style of English archi- 
tecture ; the chancel is separated from the nave by 
an elaborately carved screen and rood-loft, which are 
said to have been brought hither from Cymmer 
abbey, near Dolgelley. Among the sepulchral mo- 
numents in the cnurch are several to the memory of 
different members of the family of Owen, of Peniarth. 
There are places of worship for Independents and 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. 

Theyr^e school was established in 1659, under the 
will of Hugh Owen, Esq., of Talybont, who be- 
Queathed £400 for its foundation and endowment : 
the latter consisting of £20 per annum, was aug- 
mented by Griffith Owen, Esq., who, in 1668, left 
£400 to be invested in the purchase of land, of 
which the produce was to be appropriated to the 
salary of a writing-master, the catechising of poor 
children of the parish, and the apprenticing of boys 
from the school. The last bequest was laid out in 
the purchase of the tenements of Bryn, Nant-Cynog, 
and Nant-y-Pool, and the whole income arising from 
it is about £dl, including £14. 5. yearly derived 
from £475, three per cent, consols., an accumulation 
of the rents during a suspension of the school. A 
substantial school-room appears to have been built 
on the original foundation, which was surrounded by 
2^ acres of land, but little or nothing was expended 
on repairs, nor has the endowment of Hugh Owen 
been paid since 1812, when the classical master re- 
signea. The present master is allowed two-thirds of 
the income ot the writing school, out of which he 
furnishes stationery for the children, about seventy 
of both sexes ; and he is permitted to use the play- 
ground. Two boys on an average are apprenticed 
each year out of the funds, with premiums varying 
from £7 to £10; and a balance for this purpose has 
accumulated. The school is free to the lower divi- 
sion of the hundred of Talybont, containing the pa- 
rishes of Llanegrin and Llangelynin, ana part of 
Llanvihangel. There is also a grant of £4 per 
annum, by Hugh Owen for distribution among the 
poor; and three Sunday schools are conducted gra- 
tuitously, in which about 260 persons are instructed 
by the dissenters. Talybont, in the parish, is sup- 

fosed to have been anciently a mansion of the 
^rinces of North Wales, and tne residence of Llew- 
elyn, who dated one of his charters from this place : 
on the farm belonging to this estate is a meadow 
named Waen Llewelyn, or Llewelyn's meadow ; also 
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a large artificial mound, on which a watch-tower 
is said to have formerly stood ; and on the opposite 
bank of the river, in the parish of Towyn, is a similar 
station. On the Peniarth Mill farm, at the lower 
end of Cwm ^ch, or Oxen's glen, is a chalybeate 
spring ; and there is also a spring called Fynnon y 
Vron, the water of which is in high repute for its 
efficacy in the cure of rheumatic complaints. 

LLANEGWAD (LLAN-EGWAD), a parish, 
in the union of Llandilo-Vawr, partly in the lower 
division of the hundred of Cathinog, and partly in 
the higher division of that of Elvet, county of Car- 
marthen, South Wales, 7i miles (w. by s.) from 
Llandilo-Vawr ; containing 2113 inhabitants. This 
parish derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St Egwad, who is said to have lived here 
in seclusion and devotional retirement, probably near 
the spot still called ** Eisteddva Egwad," where are 
the ruins of an ancient and very extensive man- 
sion. The parish extends for nearly seven miles 
from north to south, and about four from east to 
west, and is intersected by the river Cotliy, which 
falls into the Towy at this place. The lands, which, 
with the exception of a very small portion, are in- 
closed, are fertile, and in a eood state of cultivation ; 
and the village is pleasantly situated. Search was 
made by N. B. Jones, Esq., within the last few years, 
for copper-ore, of which a vein was discovered, but 
it dipped so considerably below the bed of the river 
as to render the working of it altogether imprac- 
ticable. The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's 
books at £8. 13. 4. ; patron. Bishop of St. David's : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-chai^e of 
£626. 2., of which £326. 16. 8. are payable to T. D. 
Berington, Esq., the impropriator, and £299. 5. 4. 
to the vicar. There are places of worship for Bap- 
tists, Independents, and Welsh and Wesleyan Me- 
thodists. 

A day school, containing 50 boys and 20 girls, is 

[)artly supported by endowment and partly oy vo- 
untary contributions, together amounting to £11 
per annum towards the education of poor children, 
and £12 for clothing and apprenticing them, but the 
instruction is chiefly at the expense of the parents : 
there are also three Sunday schools, one in con- 
nexion with the Established Church, and the other 
two with dissenters, in each of which are about 60 
persons. The late Rev. John Francis, of Bath, in 
1825, gave a rent-charge of £25 for educating, cloth- 
ing, and apprenticing six boys : for instruction £4. 4. 
are paid to a master ; £9 are expended on clothing ; 
two of the children are annually put out as appren- 
tices with premiums of £5 each ; and the residue of 
the income is distributed in small rewards to the most 
deserving. In 1676, Archdeacon William Jones, 
besides charging his lands with £3. 4., a former be- 
quest of Griffith Lloyd, in 1633,. for catechizing and 
for preaching a sermon, devised a farm in the parish 
of Llanpympsaint consisting of 72 acres, now let at 
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£40, which sum is distributed a week before Christ- 
tnaSy among the poorest and most infirm of the inha- 
bitants, in various small sums, together with the 
money arising from a bequest of lands to this parish 
and that of Llanvynydd by Maud Watkins, in 1685, 
producing for Llanegwad £16. 2. ; a rent-charge of 
lOs. by Evan Jones, in 1705; another of £1 by 
David Jones, in 1715; and the rent of a cot, let at 
155. by John Herbert, Esq. ; making altogether 
about £60 per annum. The poor also partake, 
about the same time, of a distrioution of 7 teals of 
barley, each containing four Winchester bushels, 
being the bequests of William David Jenkin, John 
Rice, David Bees Thomas, and William Lewis 
John, respectively. A few minor charities have been 
lost Near Cotby bridge are the remains of an an- 
cient dilapidated edifice, formerly a chapel of ease to 
the mother church, but now converted into a stable : 
there were anciently several other chapeb in the 
parish* 

LLANEILIAN (LLAN-EILIAN), a parish, 
in the hundred of Twrcelyn, union and countv of 
Anglesey, North Wales, 2 miles (e.) from Am- 
Iwdi; containing 1439 inhabitants. This parish is 
of considerable antiquity, and early in the nfth cen- 
tury was the residence of Caswallon Law-Hir, Prince 
of North Wales, who had a palace on the summit of 
Llaneilian mountain, the site of which is at present 
occupied by a small cottage, called from that circum- 
stance **Ll^s Caswallon. It derives its name from 
St. Eilian, who, in 450, founded a church here, 
which was munificently endowed by Caswallon, and 
adjoining to which that prince erected a chapel ; and 
these edifices, with the exception only of Llanbadrig 
church, were the earliest places of Christian worship 
erected in the principality. St Eilian, who was 
bishop of Lindis&rne, was celebrated for the sanctity 
of his life ; and the high veneration in which his me- 
mory was held drew multitudes from the remotest 
parts of Britain to this place, in which he had re- 
sided, in order to obtain, by their pilgrimage and 
votive offerings, the highly appreciated benefit of 
his favour and protection. The offerings of the pil- 
grims upon these occasions amounted annually to a 
large sum, and were received in a chest kept m the 
church for that purpose, and called C^Eilian^ from 
the contents of which the church of St Eilian and 
the chapel of Caswallon were elegantly rebuilt, and 
two farms purchased, the rents of which, till within 
a very recent period, were applied to keeping them 
in repair. It was the custom of the devotees to visit 
a well called Fyrmtm Eilian^ situated in a barren part 
of the parish, among wild and broken rocks, on the 
eve of the saint's ^stival, and, after drinking the 
water, to kneel for some time before the altar of a 
small chapel erected over it; they afterwards re- 
paired to the parish church, where they performed 
other ceremonies, concluding with an offering to the 
saint This custom even at present prevaib to a 
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small extent, and though tlie spring is nearly dried 
up and the chapel in ruins, many persons still an- 
nually resort to this place, for the purpose of implor- 
ing the intercession of the saint for persons labouring 
under grievous sickness; and their offerings upon 
these occasions are annually distributed among the 
poor. 

The parish^ which is extensive, is situated at the 
northern extremity of the island, upon the shore 
of the Irish Sea, into which a part of it considerably 
projects, forming a headland, called by Caswallon, 
in honour of his tutor, Hilary's Point, a name it 
still bears ; and off the coast is good anchorage for 
coasting vessels, of which many are employed in 
conveying copper-ore and other mineral produce 
from the Parys mountain, which is partly in this 
parish. The surface is varied, and, with the excep- 
tion of the mountainous portion, and several acres of 
turbary and moor land, is generally inclosed and 
cultivated. Several attempts have been made at 
various times, on Llaneilian mountain, to discover 
copper-ore, of which a considerable vein has recently 
been found on Rhos Myneich, and several men are 
at present employed in working it for a Cornish 
raining company. The Kvinff is a discharged rec- 
tory, with the perpetual curacies of Coedanna and 
Khosbeirio annexed, rated in the king's books at 
£14. 1. 8.; present net income, £400, with a glebe- 
house ; patron. Bishop of Bangor. The churchy de- 
dicated to St Eilian, is an elegant structure, partly 
in the early and partly in the decorated style of 
English architecture, with a tower surmounted by a 
spire; the entire edifice, which is embattled, is hand- 
somely and substantially built of gritstone, with 
quoins and cornices of freestone. It comprises a 
nave and chancel, the roofs of which are internally 
of ancient carved oak, that of the latter resting upon 
finely sculptured corbels of angels playing on musical 
instruments. A splendid screen of richly carved oak, 
ornamented with a portrait of St Eilian, but much 
defaced with paint, separates the chancel from the 
nave, in the former of which are four stalls of taber- 
nacle-work, with the date 1533, and an altar-piece of 
carved oak, of inferior execution. The east window, 
of three lights, enriched with tracery, and surmounted 
by an elegant ogee canopy, contams some portions 
of ancient stained glass. 

Within a few yards of the church, and now com- 
municating with the chancel by means of a covered 
passage, which greatly disfigures the appearance of 
the building, is the small Chapel of Ccuwallon^ a 
beautiful structure, containing an altar-piece of oak, 
richly and elaborately carvecC and ornamented with 
an east window of elegant design : in this chapel is 
kept the oak chest, called C^ffEilicm^ in which are 
still deposited the offerings of the devotees at the 
shrine of this saint. About the middle of the seven- 
teenth century, a considerable sum of money was 
expended for oil paintings of the Apostles and St 
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Eiiian, of which that of the latter is the only one 
now remaining. In digging a grave in the church- 
yard, many years since, a deep trench was discovered, 
extending about twenty yards in length, and con- 
taining a great quantity of human bones, supposed 
to be the place of interment of a number of sailors, 
who at some remote period -perished upon this 
coast in a storm. There is a place of worship for 
Calvinistic Methodists; and about 200 children are 
instructed gratuitously in a Sunday school. The 
parish is possessed of two farms, but how they be- 
came its property, or for what purpose, cannot now 
be ascertained with accuracy, as the minister's house, 
containing the documents, was burned down about 
a century since. One farm, situated in the parish 
of Llanvechell, contains about sixteen acres and 
three-quarters, and is let, with two small bouses 
contiguous, at £13 per annum; the odier is let to 
the curate at £6. 10., and contains, with another 
small parcel of land, six acres and a quarter: but 
only the renj; of the latter farm is at present appro- 
priated to the benefit of the poor, as the tenant of 
the former advanced £120 for the repairs of the 
church, a great portion of which sum still remains 
unpaid. The village wakes, commonly called Gwyl 
Mab Saint, formerly continued for three weeks, and 
though now lasting only for about half that time, are 
still very numerously attended. 

LLANELHAIRN, or LLANHAIARN 

iLLAN-AELHAIARN), a parish, in the union of 
Vllheli, hundred of Uwchgorvai, county of 
Carnarvon, North Wales, 7 miles (n.) from 
Pwllheli, and 13 (s.) from Carnarvon; containing 
660 inhabitants. Tois parish, which is situated on the 
shore of Carnarvon bay, is bounded on the north-east 
by the parish of Clynnog, on the north-west by the 
bay, on the west by the parish of Pistill, on the south- 
west by that of Carngiwoh, and on the south-east 
by that of Llangybi ; and comprises by computation 
4850a. 3r. subject to tithes, and 1626 free, making 
together 6478a. dr., of the former of which portions, 
846 acres are arable, and the rest meadow and pas- 
ture, with the exception of about two acres of wood*- 
land. The soil in the vallevB is rich and fertile, 
producing excellent crops of barley and oats, and 
there is some good pasture land, upon which many 
cows, oxen, and horses are reared for the market ; 
a large part of the land is turbary, and wet; but on 
the hills numerous flodcs of sheep find pasture. This 
is an extensive mountainous district, and compre- 
hends the lofty range of mountains called Yr Eivl, 
or the Rivals, the conical summits of which are con- 
spicuous from every elevated point in this part of the 
principality. These mountains, which are three in 
number, tne central one having an elevation of one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty feet above the 
level of high water, rise abruptly. from the ^ore of 
St. George's Channel, in wnida they form boldly 
projecting promontories, separating the districts of 
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Atvon and Lleyn. The mountain nearest to the 
church, the southernmost of the three, is called 
" Mynydd Tre'r-Cawri," and *' Tre'r-Caerau,'* sig- 
nifying the Mountain of the town of the Giants, and 
Town of the Fortresses ; the more distant, in a wes- 
tern direction, is called ** Mynydd Gorllewin f^ and 
the central or middle mountain ** Y Garn-gand z*^ 
they are situated on the right of the road leading to 
Nevin ; and on the left, opposite to the Rivals, is 
another mountain named Mynydd CamriwcL There 
is a range of four other mountains, which served as 
a sure retreat to the Britons in ancient times; they 
are situated in a northern direction from the church, 
and are called respectively Mynydd Penllechog, 
Caer-Tyddyn mawr, Gyrn-ddu, and Mynydd Bron- 
miod« Between the two last is a wide pass or defile, 
Bwlch-mawr, where a manganese mine has been 
opened, and within the last two years, a great quan- 
tity of the ore has been forwarded to Port Llanael- 
haiarn, and shipped to Liverpool. - During the seasiHi 
of the herring fishery several boats are employed 
here, and crabs and lobsters are also taken on the 
coast; and in a river to the 80uth<*^east of the church 
is an abundance of fine trout In 1827, a wooden 
pillar was erected on the highest point of the central 
mountain of the Rivals, by a company of engineers 
employed by government to make a trigonometrical 
survey of this part of the coast ; a similar staiF was 
erected on the summit of Rhiw mountain, visible 
from hence, and another on the top of Snowdon. 
The village, which is small, is pleasantly situated on 
the turnpike- road from Carnarvon to Pwllheli; and 
the parish contains a wool-factory and two corn-' 
mills: the rateable annuid value of the parish has 
been returned at £2195. 10. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £8, and endowed with £'200 private 
bene&ction, and £200 royal bounty, with which 
sums a farm called TjNnawr, in the parish of Malk 
wyd, in the counties of Montgomery and Merioneth, 
consisting of 175a. 2477., was purchased in 1743, 
and is now let for £60 per annum ; and the tithes 
having been commuted for a rent-charge of £195, 
in 1838, the present gross aiteual income of Uie 
rectory is £255 ; patron. Bishop of Bangor. The 
church, dedicated to St Aelhaiarn, is a spacious and 
venerable cruciform structure, in the later style of 
English architecture, measuring 48 feet by 15, and 
the north and south transepts together, 60 feet by 
15; and contains sittings for about 100 persons; 
the interior, which is appropriately arranged for the 
performance of divine service, possesses some inte-^ 
resting architectural detail^ and the building is kept 
in excellent repair. There are places of worship for 
Calvinistic Methodists and other dissenters. Aoout 
twenty-five children are taught in a day school at 
the expense of their parents; and there are three 
Sunday schools appertaining to the dissenters : in 
the Calvinistic Methodists' school lu'e about seventy 
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children; in the Independents', forty; and in the that of Derwen on the west, and Br^-Eelwys on 
Baptists', twenty; all of whom receive gratuitous the south; and it comprises by computation 4000 
instruction. A rent-charge of 20«. was devised by acres, of which one half is arable, one fourth pasture, 
Anne Jones, in 1703, to oe eirpended in bread for and the remaininsf fourth wood. The soil, though 
the poor of Penmorva; and she also bequeatlicd in some parts rather shallow, is in other places a 
£200, to be laid out in the purchase of lands, one deep and fertile earth ; the surface is mostly hilly, 
moiety of the rents of which was to be appropriated presenting much mountainous and side land ; and the 
to apprenticing boys of Festiniog or Criccieth, or to scenery from the heights is very fine, the Clwydian 
their poor, and the other moietv to this parish for hills being iq the distance on the one side, and those 
the same purpose; but this charity is at present in of Merionethshire on the other, with some fine inter* 
abeyance, though it was decreed, after a trial at vening phuitations, principally oak. There are some 
Beaumaris, in 1735, that it should be carried into quarries of limestone. The rateable annual value 
effect. Some cottages and parcels of land, yielding of the parish has been returned at £8880. The 
B rent of £9. 7. 4^ were left for church purposes, river Ciwyd, of which the source is about three 
and the rents are applied to the repairs of the miles distant, separates this parish from Clocaenog, 
church, providing wine for the communion service, and flows through the vale into the sea: and there 
&c« &c The late Rev. Dr. Lewis, also, left a few are several other streams, celebrated for trout of 
tenements in the parish for charitable uses. very superiour flavour. Nant Clwyd, the ancient 
Through the Eivl mountains is the celebrated seat of the Kenrick family, though large, is by no 
pass into Vortigern's Valley, across which extends means remarkable for its architecture, and is at pre- 
an immense rampart of stones ; and on Tre'r Cawri sent partially occupied by a farmer. The living is 
are the remains of one of the most extensive British a rectory, consisting of two comportions, each rated 
fortifications in Wales. This strong military post in the king's books at £8 : one is in the patronage 
is defended on the side on which alone it is acces* of the Bishop of Bangor, and is of the net annual 
sible by triple ramparts, of which the two innermost value of £252, with a glebe-house ; and the other is 
are nearly entire. The foundations of buildings, of appropriated by letters patent of the d2nd of Eliza- 
various forms and dimensions, are scattered over the beth to the grammar school at Ruthin : the tithes 
whole summit of the mountain, which is almost level, have been commuted for a rent-charge of £600, 
and also on the declivities. Within the walls of which is equally divided between the governors of 
defence are the foundations of several circular build* Ruthin school and the rector, who has also a glebe 
jngs, about thirty-two feet in diameter ; the upper of half an acre, valued at £1 per annum. The 
.w^l is about twelve feet in height, and, in some church, dedicated to St. Elidan, is an ancient and 
places, fourteen in thickness at the top. Nearlv the spacious structure, enriched with some elaborate 
whole of the inclosed area is filled with cells of carving in oak, and having the east windows embel- 
.various forms, round, oval, oblong, and square, lished with some fine specimens of stained glass ; it 
Several other mountains in the neighbourhood are has two side aisles, and contains several handsome 
fortified in a similar manner, though not with equal white marble monuments, among which are some to 
strength, from which circumstance it is supposed the memory of the families of Thelwall, Kenrick, 
that Tre'r Cawri was the principal of a chain of mill* and Jones. On the south side of the church are the 
tary stations, and most probably the principal strong* arms of Queen Anne, with the name of Llanelidan 
hold of the native Britons, driven into this part inscribed upon them. There are places of worship for 
of the country by the victorious arms of the Saxons* Baptists and Calvinistic and Weslevan Methodists. 
The mountains abound with copper-ore and manga^* About 50 children are taught in a day school at the 
nese. Under the Eivl mountains, and less than a expense of their parents, and a Sundav school where 
quarter of a mile from the church, on the left side the chihlren are taught to read Welsh ; and all the 
of the road towards Nevin, is a very copious spring, boys in the parish are entitled to gratuitous instruc- 
called Fynnon Aelhaiarn, contained in a square in- tion in the free grammar school at Ruthin. Several 
closure, surrounded by a wall : the water of this charitable donations and bequests, amounting in the 
spring, which was anciently in high estimation for aggregate to £840, were, in 1764, invested in the 
its sanctity, is still in some repute tor oold bathing, purchase of a farm, called Garth-y-Groes, now pro- 
LLANELIDAN (LLAN-ELIDAN), a parish, ducing £25 per annum, which sum, together with 
in the union and hundred of Ruthin, county of the interest of £34, secured upon the Ruthin turn- 
Denbigh, North Wales, 5^ miles ^s.) from Hu-* pike trust, is distributed on St Thomas's-day and 
thin, on the road to Corwen ; containing 962 inha- Good Friday, among the poor of the parish, accord- 
bitants. It is situated in the upper part of the Vale ing to the will of die several testators. There ap- 
.of Clwyd, where the mountains assume a bolder and pears to have been an estate belonging to the poor, 
more rugged character than in the lower secti<m of called Bryn-Sion, in the parish, of the gift of which 
that pleasing valley: the parishes of Llanvair^Dy- nothing is now known. In 1839, a Friendly Society 
fryn-Clwyd and Clocaenog bound it on the nortn^ for this and the neighbouring parishes was esta* 
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blished, whicli consists of about 150 members; and 
there is likewise an Odd Fellows' club in the 
parish. 

LLANELIEU (LLAN-ELIEU), aparish, in 
the union of Hat, hundred of TIlgauth, county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 5 miles (s. w. by s.) 
from Hay ; containing 103 inhabitants. This parish 
derives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St EUyw, grand-daughter of Brychan* Prince of 
Brycheiniog, who ruled over this territory about the 
commencement of the fifth century, and was distin- 
guished chiefly for the number and the piety of his 
children. It is bounded on the north by the parishes 
of Glasbury and Hay, by that of Talgarth on the 
south and west, and by the Black Mountains on the 
south and east ; and comprises by computation about 
1860 acres, of which nearly 700 are arable, 450 
pasture, 200 woodland, and the remainder sheep- 
walks on the Black Mountain. The surface of tne 
ground is extremely uneven and irregular, and the 
soil is consequently various, but in general a red 
loamy earth ; producing, besides the ordinary grain, 
peas, turnips, and potatoes. A considerable portion 
of the parish being mountain land, affords only pas- 
turage for sheep, cattle, and small horses; these 
tracts are in some parts intersected by deep narrow 
glens or valleys, in which corn is grown ; but the 
rarmer depends more for his support upon his flocks 
and live stock than upon the agricultural produce of 
his lands. Of the rateable annual value, the return 
is £826. The surrounding scenery is bold, and in 
some parts romantic; and the view of the mountains 
by which the parish is bounded, and of those in the 
distance, is strikingly grand and beautiful. The 
wood consists of oak, ash, alder, and scotch fir ; and 
numerous brooks water the parish. There were for- 
merly several ancient mansions, but they have been 
all abandoned as family residences by their proprie- 
tors, and are at present occupied as farm-houses: 
one of these called Llanelieu Court, which is situated 
near the church, and formerly belonged to a family 
of the name of Aubrey, has on the sides of the en- 
trance gateway to it the following inscriptions, — 
" Excitus acta probata 1 676 ;" " Sic hora sic vita ;" 
" DeuM nobis hcBc otia fecitj JR. A. W* M. Anno Do- 
mini ;" « Noctua II vola, 1676, W. A. H. I ;" 

^^Non Jupiter quidem omnibus placet;*^ ^* Spes alit 
cxulesr 

The living^ is a discharged rectory, endowed with 
£200 royal Dounty; patron. Earl of Ashburnham : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£100, subject to rates, averaging £3 per annum; 
and there is a glebe of 28 acres, with a parsonage- 
house. The church b a small ancient eaifice, con- 
sisting of a nave and chancel ; and is situated in a 
mountain dell, sheltered on the south-east by the 
Black Mountains, to the base of which the cultivated 
portion of the lands extends ; from the churchyard 
IS obtained a beautiful and extensive view of the 
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chain of ntountains c omp r isin g the Brecknockshire 
and Carmarthenshire Beacons, with the fertile tract 
intervening between it and the Black Mountains. 
Walter Watkins, of Cwm, in Glasbury, by will, in 
1775, charged certain lands called Tir Jenkin Per- 
rot, in this parish, with the payment of the annual 
sum of ten shillings to two oi the poorest legitimate 
children in it, but the charity has been lost for 
many years. The parish is, however, one of those 
which are entitled, under the ample and benevolent 
bequest of the Rev. Rice Powell, to the advantage 
of the Boughrood charity at St. David's, Brecon, for 
apprenticing poor children, although not more than 
three or four children from this place received bene- 
fit from the charity during the ten years ending in 
1835. Within a cairn in a field on the Porthaml 
estate, the property of Lord Ashburnham, in the 
parish, was found, some years since, a spear-head of 
flint, nearly seven inches in length, and two inches 
broad in the widest part, which had been rudely 
chipped into its artificial form, and appears to have 
been made before the use of iron was known in this 
country. In the same cairn was a coarse earthen 
vessel, which, in the eagerness of the workmen to 
discover the treasure it was supposed to contain, was 
broken. 

LLANELIAN.YN-RH6S (LLAN-ELIAN,) 
a parish, in the union of Aberconway, Uchdulas 
division of the hundred of Isdulas, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, near the road from Li- 
verpool to Holyhead, 6 miles (w. by s.) from Aber- 
gele; containing 604 inhabitants. The parish is 
situated in the midst of a very mountainous district, 
where agriculture aflfords the principal employment: 
the rateable annual value is returned at £1882. The 
living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £11. 1. 8.; patron. Bishop of St. Asaph. 
The tithes have been commuted for nve rent-charges 
together amounting to £543. 2. 5.: a sum of 
£327. 4. is payable to the rector, subject to rates, 
averaging £37. 18. 4., and he has also a elebe of 
three acres, with a house, the whole valued at £15 
annually; another sum of £160. 19. 6., subject to 
rates, averaging £23. 13. 9. is payable to the Bishop ; 
£35. 12. 6., less £5. 2. 6. rates, belong to the vicar 
of Llandrillo-yn-Rhos ; £17. 17. 9., Tess£l. 17. 9. 
rates, belong to the rector of Ll^vaen: and the 
parish-clerk receives £1. 8. 8. The church is dedi- 
cated to St. Hilary. About 20 children are in- 
structed in a day school at the expense of their 
parents; and there are two Sunday schools, apper- 
taining to the dissenters, in which 130 persons are 
taught gratuitously. The interest of divers small 
benefactions, amounting in the whole to about £150, 
and made for the benefit of the poor, is distributed 
among the most deserving objects annualljF-on St 
Thomas's-day ; the principal, previous to 1827, was 
in private hands, but was then laid out on mortgage 
at five per cent, at the recommendation of the vicar 
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and charchwardens. Fynnon St Eilian, a well no- 
torious as being resorted to for the practice of in- 
yoking vengeance upon the heads of such as have 
given grievous offence, is situated near this pUce, 
out in the parish of Llandrillo, the article on 
which contains an account of it. 

LLANELLTYD (LLAN-ELLTYD), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Doloellev, hundred of Ar- 
DUDWY, county of Merioneth, North Wales, 2 
miles (n. w.) from Dolgelley, on the road to Bar- 
mouth; containing 502 inhabitants* This parish, 
which is situated on the eastern bank of the river 
Maw, or Mawddach, near its confluence with the 
Wnion, extends for nearly five miles in various direc- 
tions from the church, and comprises some fine tracts 
of meadow and arable land* An act of parliament 
was obtained, in 1809, for reclaiming the common 
and waste, under the provisions of which four thou- 
sand one hundred and sixty-four acres have been 
indosed. The Eden falls into the Mawddach about 
three miles above the village, and the scenery 
throughout the parish b richly diversified ; the views 
along the banks of the rivers are beautifully pic- 
turesque, in some places even highly romantic, and 
have acquired mucn additional beauty from the ex- 
tenrive and flourishing plantations recently made. 
There are several ancient mansions in the neigh- 
bourhood, inhabited by opulent families; and the 
venerable remains of toe abbey of Cymmer, nearly 
opposite to the church, on the other side of the river, 
form an interesting feature in the village. Within 
three miles and a half of the village, near the road 
to Trawsvynydd, is the celebrated wateHall of Khai- 
adr D&, more generally called Dolymelynllyn, 
from its proximity to a house of that name, and of 
which a aescription is given in the article on DAl- 
oelley. The principal of the neighbouring seats 
are, Hengwrt and Dol-uwch-Eogr^d, which latter 
was erected by one of the family of Nanney of 
Nannau ; and nas been recently rebuilt : a stone, on 
which is the inscription *^ Non Domui Dominum^ Med 
Dominus Domum^^^ has been transferred from the old 
building, and is now in the front wall of the present 
handsome edifice. Peat is found in abundance, 
affording an ample supply of fuel. The river Maw- 
ddach is navigable for vessels not exceeding twenty 
tons as ftur as Maesygamedd, about a quarter of a 
mile from the village, but the tide flows occasionally 
up to the bridge of Llanelltyd ; several small craft 
come up from Barmouth. The road from Dolgelley 
divides into two branches at the village, one on the 
left leading down the vale along the river side to 
Barmouth, and another on the right towards Traws- 
vynydd and Tan-y-Bwlch. The living is a per- 
petual curacy, endowed with £1000 royal bounty; 
net income, £62 ; patron and impropriator, G. H. 
Vaughan, Esq. The church, dedicated to St lUtyd, 
is an ancient structure, and contains a much admired 
monument, to the memory of the late Sir Robert 
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Howel Vaughan, Bart, of Hengwrt and' Nannau. 
There are places of worship for Independents and 
Calvinistic Methodists; and Mr. Vaughan has re- 
cently built a handsome school-house, in which the 
children of the poor are educated in the principles of 
the Established Church, and the master of which is 
paid by voluntary subscriptions. A Sunday school 
IS also held in the same building ; and several males 
and females (partly adults) are instructed in two 
Sunday schools, supported by the voluntary contri- 
butions of the Independents and Methodists. Mr. 
Richard David, in 1770, bequeathed a small portion 
of land, the rent of which he directed to be paid to 
his nearest relative in the first degpree, legally settled 
in this parish. 

Cymmer abbey, or, as it is called by the Welsh, 
Y Vaner, and Yr h^n Vonachlc^, was founded in 
] 198, by Meredydd and his brother Grufydd, sons 
of Cynan ab Owain Owynedd, for monks of the 
Cistercian order, and dedicated to St Mary. Llew- 
elyn ab lorwerth, who was a great benefactor to 
this establishment, augmented its endowments, and 
gave to the abbot E^u and his brethren an ample 
charter, confirming all preceding g^rants, and con- 
ferring additional and very extensive privileges. 
From this period it continued to flourish until the 
dissolution, at which time its revenue was £58. 15. 4. 
The site remained in the possession of the crown till 
the reign of Elizabeth, who granted it to her favour- 
ite, Robert, Earl of Leicester. The present remains 
of the conventual buildings consist principally of the 
abbey church, of which the roofless walls are yet 
standing: at the east end are three lofty, narrow, 
and sharply-pointed windows, above which are three 
of smaller dimensions, thickly overspread with ivy ; 
on the south side of the east end are several niches, 
in which were anciently statues. The great hall and 
part of the other buildings have been converted into 
a farm-house, and the approach is formed by a noble 
avenue of stately lime trees. These remains form 
an interesting and picturesoue ruin, and, as seen 
from the parish church, and from many points on 
the opposite side of the river, have a truly venerable 
and romantic appearance. On a small circular emi- 
nence, near a place called Pentre, and within a short 
distance of the abbey, stood the ancient castle of 
Cymmer, erected by the sons of Uchtryd ab Edwin, 
and demolished, in 1113, by the sons of Cadwgan 
ab Bleddyn, between whom and the founders hosti- 
lities had arisen. There are no remains of this for- 
tress, except the site, which is still called Tommen, 
or <<the Tumulus.'' Hengwrt was formeriy the 
seat of Robert Vaughan, Esq., an eminent antiquary, 
who published various works on British antiquities, 
and collected and transcribed avast number of Welsh 
manuscripts, which are still carefully preserved at 
this ancient mansion, and which were augmented by 
a large collection made by Mr. Jones, of Gelli Lyvdy, 
according to a mutual agreement between tliose gen- 
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tlemen, that tbe survivor should possess both. Mr. 
Vaughan was a oorreSpondeDt ol tbe learned Usher, 
Selden^ Sir Siraen D'Ewes, aad other eminent men 
of his time ; he <Ued in 1666y asd was boned in tbe 
parish church of Dolg^Uev. 

LLANELLY, a parish, in the union and bun* 
dred of Crickhowel, couivtj of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 5 miles (w. by n.) from Aberffa^ 
vennyy on the road to Mertbyr-Tydvil; composed of 
the hamlets of Aberboidoo and Maesgwartba, aiMl 
containing 7366 iiibabitants* This parish which 
derives its name from the dedication of hs church, is 
pleasantly situated on the river Usk, and consists of 
iH^Ue, cMisture, wood, and mountafai land, that por* 
tion which constitutes the Vale of Usk being the 
most fertile, and tibe moantainous and mineral dis« 
tricts very barren s it is divided into two nearly 
eooal parts by the rivdr Clydach, a mountain torrent, 
wbich, descending with impetuosity trough a deep 
diannel obstructed by rodcs, fortns noany picturesque 
fells in its course through the parish* The sutround- 
ing scenery is strikingly and richly diversified, com* 
bining features of romantic grandeur and enchanting 
beauty; the Vaieofthe Cbfdachy which extends nearly 
the whole length of the parish, is deep, narrow, and 
winding; and the scenery on tbe banks of the 
Clydach, in particular, though seldom visited by the 
tourist, and consequently litue known, is remarkably 
picturesque and beaudftiL The banks of this rapm 
stream rise precipitously to an immense height, and 
are richly clothed with wood, and in some parts with 
timber of majestic growth, forming, in the luxuriance 
and variety of the foliage, a pleasingly striking con- 
trast to the rugged and Darren summits of the moun** 
tains that rise above Ihem. The Clydach, in its 
progress through the narrow cwm^ or vale^ which 
they inclose, forms two interesting falls, and tbere 
was formerly a third, called PisfyU Mawr^ which) 
however, has been destroyed by the sinking of a 
coalmine, within the last few years, at the head 
of the rock from which the water was precipitated, 
when the channel of the river was bored some dis- 
tance higher up, and the stream, carried through a 
tunnel, now emerges at the bottom of the rock« Of 
the two others, called re^ectively Pwll Crochan and 
Ptoll Cum^ the latter is by far the more picturesque, 
being formed by the predpitation of the river from 
a considerable height into a basin worn in the rook 
by the continual action of the water, from which it 
descends with great force from an elevation of thirty 
feet into a pool encircled with impending rocks and 
thick underwood, over which a few aged yew trees 
cast a sombre shade. The chief bills are those 
named the Gilwem, Di^wilva, Dinas, and Br^-^ 
mawr, on which last it a considerable number of 
houses. 

The parish abounds with mineral wealth of varions 
kinds, in procuring and manufacturing whidi tbe in- 
habitants are prindpally employed ; and its rateable 
10 



annual value is returned at £6987. In the moun- 
tains that inclose the small but picturesque Vale of 
Clydadi, coal, iron-ore, limestone^ sandstone, and 
fire«*clay are found in great profusion. The Clydach 
eoUierieSf which are very extensive, and employ 
about a hundred hands, belong to die BrecknocK 
Boat CoBipany, and supply the town of Bredcnock 
and the surrounding country to a great distance with 
bituminous coal. An immense quantity of coal ia 
also raised here by the Clydach Iron Company, for 
the supply of their extensive works ; it is all woriced 
by levels, brought down the mountain steeps bjr 
means of indined planes, and conveyed in trama 
by the railroad belonging to the canal company, 
either for the supply of the iron-works, or to die 
BreduM>ck and Abergavenny canal, for conveyance 
to Bredcnock and its vicinity. The Clydach tnen»- 
warks, originally established about two hundred years 
», by a member of the fiimily of Hanbury, of 
'*ontypool, in the county of Monmouth, are con- 
ducted upon a very large scale, affording employ- 
ment to upwards of a thousand hands ; and comprise 
four blast furnaces for smelting the ore, worked by 
a steam-engine of seventy horse power, and by a 
water-wheel forty feet in diameter : the forges, in 
which charcoal is employed, are supplied with air by 
a steam engine of smaller power, aind by a water- 
wheel of Uie same diameter; and the rolling-mills 
for converting the pig iron into bars are set in motioa 
by the water-wheel alone. Great facilities of com- 
munication between the mineral and manufacturing 
districts of this parish and other parts of the king- 
dom are afforded by the road from Abergavenny to 
Merthyr-Tydvil, by the Bredcnock and Aberga- 
venny canal, and by a railroad from the aqueduct 
below Aberdydach to the Beaufort iron- works, in 
the parish of Llangattock. This railway^ which is 
the property of the canal company^ and about eight 
miles in length, winds up Cwm Clydach, and com- 
municates sdong its whole course with tram-roads 
from the different works in the neighbourhood. The 
Brecknock and Aberffooermy canaU after traversing a 
distance of sixteen miles from the town of Breck- 
nock, with a fall of sixty^eight feet, by means of six 
locks, is here conveyed over the valley and stream tf 
the Clydach, at an elevation of little less than a hun- 
dred feet above the bed of the river, by a strong 
aqueduct of stone, supported by a prodigious em- 
bankment raised upon an arch, twenty-two feet in 
die span, built over tbe Clydach in 1799; the whole 
forming a prominent feature in the scenery of the 
vale. Clycbcb House, tbe residence of the manager 
of the iron*>works, is a handsome building; and of 
the other mansions in the parish may be named T^ 
Mawr, Aberbaidan, GUislyn, and Dyfryn Mawr. 

Tbe living is a perpetnal curacy, united, with 
diat of Llangeney, to tbe rectory of Llangattodc ; 
and the tithes have been commoted for a rent-charge 
of £423. The churchy dedicated to St. EUiw, a small 
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ancient stractiu^ in ihe early style of Ski^ish iftrebi- CarmarthpiNa Souti^ Walej^^ }$ n6\e» (9. £• Jby s.) 

tecture, wilh a low oMiBsive tower^ qooskts x>f a na^ire from Carmart;hen9 on the to^A tp Swiuise^ and 216 

imd one aisle, the oifie niK^ older than the other, (w, by ^•) froni London j oontaioiqg ^,155 inha^ 

eepacated by a aeries of pointed arches, and cojitaiqs bitant9, of which number, 7123 ^^ in the borough 

alK>ut three hundred sittings : it is situated on fui eir liapile^ This pli^ce, yfl^cfi ,app<dfMns ^ be of great 

posed jemioence, about a mile south of the Uak, and .a^tiqijuty, deriv.es its name from its cUurqh being 

a itttle westward of the Clydach ; and the church- idedicatcid U^ St. EUiw : it was probfibly an ancient 

yacd is inclosed by y.ew tr#es of aociei^t growth, and British town »of some importance, ana remi^ios of 

commands a charming prospect ov^r the Vale of British fortifications jnay -pe (^stinctly trf^^d in the 

Usk, whieh abounds witn richly varied and liighly immediate jn^jghlxHn'hQod. The town is situated 

picturesque spenery* Th^[« are places of worship m the aortl^rA bantc of the Loughor river, wl^eb 

far BapMBtSy Independents, CaWixustic Methodists, forpis an expi^^ive esi;«ary, and constitutes t}ie boiy^ 

and English and Welsh Wesleyims. AJbout 150 jdary between the cojUiOtic^ of Qsiipnartben and Glfi- 

children are instructed in five day schools, fit the ,ej> nio^;^an ; and ^o.uffh formerly ^escribed as aysmaU 

Dense of their parents ; a scbool-rooDEi hf^ li^y and in^gnificf^it place, habited chiefly by sailors 

oeen erected by the National Society for ^ educ«r i^d jpecsons employ^ in the adpapent cofd-^mines, 

tion of the poor; and .there are .five Sunday G^chools, ,hafi, ,n*o^ tihe opnvenipaoe ,of its situi^tion on a pavi- 

Buppovted by public .colleotions ,|umNig tbo vi^us gntile river, apd from the richness of the minen^ 

denominations of dissenters, aided by gratuitous pxo4uctions of its vicinity in jron^ .cofd, apd Ume- 

jfceadiers. E4ward Z^ewis, of Aberclydaoh, JE^., ja Btpi^, ris^ into naa^u&oturing and cqmfnerpial luh 

1713, bequeathed .a rentrtcharge of £s^ payable out portai^ce, aud \$ still ^rapnlly increasing in p€}>u}|itio9 

of the produce of Jiis estate of Papt DrjOiiiiMo^, for ^d extent. An ^ pt parliament wps optained ip 

six Welsh sermons to be pleached aivtvally ujl the Ji807, by which an enclosure ,of the cpnunon^ of that 

dittf<^ of ILhneUy, by so^ie clergynwi other than portion of the parish imined,ia,lely dependent on the 

the incumbent or his curate, ^^^ as long aS/l;hc Church lown w^ efikc^o, and the lfmd> with the exfiept^m 

of Englandshall cootinne m this coantryj'* Mr,. WUr 4>{ one-foartee^tby allotted to the o^p^ of the lordr 

Utm LewUf of LlaneUyj in 1760, left £2 per anr ship of Kidwelly, was ve^te^ in trustees duo^en by 

num, charged on a tenement called Llandewi Ysr and fropi the burgesses, to 1^ let on lease, ^d the 

^ryd, in 4iie county of :Monii\ottth, and which his proceeds applied to th^ improv^piient of the towi^ 

sister Amte afterwards extended ito £4* to su^ poor and harbour : this ipnoperty im>w prodpces ^600 per 

persons not reeeivjng parochial relief as ;nay be annum, an4 is pi^pable of being m,pch ;|ncreased ip 

thought most .deserving. Harry WxQioms pr Harry yalue. Respectable ho^^es have been erected in 

tWiUiam Jenkii^ of Llanelly, in 16S7, bequeitthed (0 almost every direction ; as i4so haye numerous others 

the .poor certun limds, called Tir yr Hocjper, cour of inferior character, w)iich ar^ occupied as soon ^ 

taining from 10 to 1.2 acres of arable anci pasture, they can be finished* The town hfis been recently 

let at £25 per annum; and a tramrjoad has been payec|,.^uid is amply ^uppKed with water frpm tl^ 

recently cut thiough the upper .part of the property, river Lliedi, .which flows through it, and an act fc^ 

for which a rent of £1. 4. 5. ip pf|id in additiop^o lighting it ftith gfus was passed in 1^5. Its prosr 

the above : after an ;ei(pendit|ire lor repairs, thie sur?- perity wjlgli be furuler augmented by a railway to tb^ 

plus is distiibuted, first amoqg^e poor relatives,of the f^nthifacite disj^icl, l^ad floatii^ dock, lately com* 

testator in sums .varying from ,5j. to £1. 10. On a pleted, fMid by ^ new Uirnpike-^oad Iropi Loughor 

hill called the Gber, overlooking the Vale ,of tClyd- to Carmarthen, now U> progress, wbich will pass 

aoh, are the remains of im ancient enqomfmrnUf sup* throij^ it. 

posed to be of British construotiein ; and on a rock Llanelly jis .9uppoi^d ;to he situated an or near the 

opposite to it wre some vestiges ojf another military centre of the mineral l^n of South ^^ales, wb^h Js 



post, .caUed Dinas. Mr. fklward Llwyd, who ex- calqulated to qooltaip no fewf^r than forty-rtwo beds of 

amined .the :Coal and iron mines throughout the <^iali ipcumbept won e^qii ,oth^r, wi^^ intervening 

county.cf Brecknock, morethan a century sipoe, dia- strata of stonc^ «<?• : upon these bed^ are fouim 

eovered near the mines in this pari^h» a singular i^umerous fpssil -rem^ips. The ab^nd^ce of excel* 

fonil production, consisting of a qylindrical pieoe of lent:Coal, anthra^te fmd bitui|pi)OMS, in the yicinity, 

limestone, about ejghjt- indies in lei^th ;and 4^ee hfts alrc^ady cau^ed the est^blishipent here of two e^^ 

kiches in diameter, having the :Sur&oe ornamcinted tensive qofver-wprhf <^lefl the Llf^pei^ly^ aqd the 

with narrow and equidistant circular cavities, in eadi Cmnbrian, Worksj and of tW;0 large jnron-'-fQundcie^ : 

of which was a circle of small. diameter, with a sipall the Llanelly Copper- Works are remarkable for hav- 



stud in the centre : various spars are also frequently ing f^n immeni^ c^^imney^ of the e^tr^rdinary (lek^ht 

found among the iron-ores in the neighbourhood* of two hundred ^d twenty feet, aQd.qf a pyramidal 

LLANfil^LY (LJLAN-JCLLI), an incorporated $hape, and which, ifrpm ^ts ioftipess, forms a con* 

sea-port and marketrtown, a parish, fuid the l^ead of spiouous imd impoMOij^ objec^t in the view qf the 

a union, in .ihe hundred, of Caenawli,on, ^un.ty of tO^n. Seyeral liurge coUipie$ arcjin full operation, 
11 C2 
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and are equally distinguished for the quantity and 
the superior quality of their produce, consisting of 
bituminous and free burning coal, and culm. The 
PORT, which exercises paramount jurisdiction over 
those of Carmarthen, St. Clear's, Laugharne, Kid- 
welly, and Penbrey, as dependent members, has 
been greatly improved under the provisions of an 
act of parliament dated 1813, prior to which it was 
only open beach. In 1812, an act was passed au- 
thorizing the formation of a navigable canal, called 
the Lianelly canal, to connect the port and town with 
the Kidwelly canal, at Spudder s Bridge, and of a 
line of railway from the upper end of the Kidwelly 
canal to the coal and limestone works in the Great 
Mountain, with several other branches of canal or 
railroad; which designs have been accordingly car- 
ried into execution. In 1828, the Lianelly Kailway 
and Dock Company obtained an act enabling them 
to make a railway from the Llangennech collieries 
to Lianelly harbour, and to construct a floating-dock 
at the latter place. The railway was completed in 
1833, and, including the brandies, is about four 
miles in length ; and at its termination to the east- 
ward of the harbour, an extensive^/Zoo/tTi^-^&cA, with 
other works, was commenced, which, notwithstand- 
ing the difficulties that presented themselves, arising 
from quicksands and other obstacles, was opened in 
July, 1834. The dock consists of a basin capable of 
holding fifty sail of ships, and is always kept full of 
water by means of a pair of lofty stop-gates, of 
African oak: the entrance is formed by wing and 
entrance walls, substantially composed of ashlar ma- 
sonry, and secured by inverted arches, permitting a 
vessel of 1000 tons' burthen to pass in with perfect 
safety ; the depth of water upon the silt during neap 
tides is 16, during ordinary sprine tides 22, and 
during high spring tides 26, feet. It communicates 
with the sea by an outer tide basin, and an entrance 
channel, or ship canal, about half a mile in length : 
the outer basin was constructed with a view to avoid 
the inconvenience and delay of crowding the canal 
with vessels, and in it light vessels wait until the 
loaded ships have passed out of the dock into the en- 
trance canal, which is itself an artificial eut through 
the beach. Owing to its peculiar position, and the 
protection afforded to the estuary by the projecting 
coast of Glamorganshire, vessels can enter or leave 
the dock in almost any state of the weather. At the 
eastern side of the dock is a laf^e reservoir, so situ- 
ated as to be filled by the sea when required ; by 
means of a sea-sluice it is made available for scour- 
ing out the mud and silt from the entrance canal and 
outer basin. The facilities for shipping coal in this 
dock, tide-basin, and canal, are very great, and there 
is abundant accommodation for any increase of the 
trade of this improving district. The principal ar- 
ticle of import is coppet'ore^ the produce of which, 
after having been here manuiiEictured, is shipped off 
to the value of £800,000 per annum : more than a 
12 



hundred thousand tons of coal and cubn are also an- 
nually exported, some of the coal, owing to its pecu- 
liarly fine quality^ being sliipped to France, Spain, 
India, and the West Indies, for the use of the steam- 
boats. Besides the large dock previously described, 
there are three other docks^ one of which is a floating 
basin, capable of admitting fifty vessels of five hun- 
dred tons' burthen. The improvement of the navi- 
gation of the rivers Burry, Loughor, and Lliedi, is 
regulated by the act of 1813, by which commis- 
sioners are empowered to scour, enlarge, and deepen 
them, to erect buoys and lights, and to regulate the 
pilotage and mooring of vessels, for which a small 
tonnage-rate is paid by such vessels as enter the bar 
of Burry. A small impost is also levied on all goods 
imported into, and exported from, the harbour of 
Lianelly. The markets, which are abundantly sup- 
plied with provisions of every kind, are held on 
Thursday and Saturday, and are much frequented : 
the fairs are on Holy Thursday and September dOth, 
and are in general numerously attended. 

Lianelly is a borough by prescription, and most 
probably received its corporate privileges from its 
ancient lords, though no evidence of any regular 
charter having been granted to it has yet been dis- 
covered. Two courts leet are held annually, one in 
the spring and the other in the autumn, by the 
steward of the lordship of Kidwelly, within which 
the borough is comprised : at these courts the jury, 
who are selected by the steward from among the 
bur&^esses, present to him whomsoever they think 
fit for admission to the freedom ; and at the court 
which takes place in the spring they nominate a 
burgess to serve as portreeve, who is sworn in for the 
ensuing year : thus the government of the town is 
vested in a portreeve and an indefinite number of 
freemen. By the act of 1832, for *< Amending the re- 
presentation of the People," the borough was united 
with Carmarthen in the return of a member to par- 
liament : the right of voting is vested in every male 
person of full age occupying, either as owner or as 
tenant under the same landlord, a house or other 
premises of the annual value of at least ten pounds, 
provided he be capable of registering as the act 
directs: the number of tenements of this value, 
within the limits of the borough, which are minutely 
defined in the Appendix to this work, is above 200. 
A court for the lordship is held every alternate 
Monday, before the lord's officers, for tne recovery 
of debts under forty shillings, contracted within the . 
liberty* By the Boundary Act, lianelly was made 
a polling-place in- die election of the knights for the 
shire. 

The parish, which is bounded on the north by 
those of Llangendeirn, Llannon, and Llandarog, on 
the east by Llangennech, and on the west by ren- 
brey, contains about twenty thousand acres, and b 
divided into five hamlets, called the Borough, Ber- 
wick, Glyn, Hengoed, and Westoac; about one-third* 



LL A N — E 



LL AN— E 



part of the land is arable, under the cultivation of 
wheat, barley, oats, and potatoes, and the remainder 
pasture and wood ; the sur&ce for the most part is 
uneven, and the scenery, which is of a varied cha- 
racter, and interspersed with fine plantadons of fir 
and other kinds of timber, is in many situations 
highly picturesque: among the principal mansions 
are Stradey, (ireat House, Llundain Vach, and 
Glanmor. The living, which is rated in the kinfi^'s 
books at £6. 6. 8., as a discharged vicarage, is really 
a perpetual curacy, with a net income of £96 ; and 
in the patronage of Rees Ooring Thomas, E^q., 
who is owner of both the great and small tithes, 
which have been commuted for a rent-charge ojf 
£270, and attached to which is a glebe of forty 
acres, worth £80 per annum : the vicar has also a 
glebe of nine acres, with a house, the whole valued 
at £20. Previously to the Reformation, when the 
tithes were alienated from the church, there was a 
chapel in each of the five hamlets into which the 
parish is divided: of these, the chapel in the bo- 
rough, the only one remaining entire, at present 
forms the chancel of the parish church, to which two 
transepts have been added, and other additions made ; 
the whole constituting an irregular edifice, having a 
tower surmounted by an embattled parapet There 
are four services in the church on Sunday, two in 
Welsh and two in English ; and two lectures in the 
week, one in each language. The patron, Mr. 
Thomas, has recently rebuilt the chapel of St John 
or Capel Juan, and made provision for the mainte- 
nance of a clergyman ; and other small chapels in 
connexion with the Church have just been erected. 
There are three places of worship for Baptists, and 
one each for Independents and Calvinistic and Wes- 
leyan Methodists. A National school, in which are 
about 100 boys and as many g^rls, is supported by 
endowment and subscription; there are fourteen 
other day schools in the parish, in which about 420 
children are taught at the expense of the parents; 
and eleven Sunday schools contain about 1500 per- 
sons, who receive gratuitous instruction. The sum 
of £4 per annum was bequeathed by Mr. Allen, of 
the parish, to be expended in the purchase of Bibies 
for the poor, which was for some years r^ularly 
applied to that purpose; but the payment of it has 
lately been discontinued, under the operation of the 
Mortmain Act The poor law unions of which this 
town is the head, was formed Oct 24th, 1836, and 
comprises the seven parishes of Llanelly, Llannon, 
Penbrey, Llangennecn, Llanedy, and Kidwelly, in 
the county of Carmarthen; and Loughor, in the 
county of Glamomin : it is under the superintend- 
ence of 16 guardians, and contains a population of 
20,17a 

On a small promontory projecting into the 

Loughor river, a little below the town, which was 

formerly an island, a monastery is supposed to have 

been erected by St Peiro, about the year 513 ; this 
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saint constituted himself first abbot, and was suc- 
ceeded by Samson, a disciple of St Illtyd : the 
farm-house of Machynis, the name of which is 
thought to be a contraction of Mynach Ynys, or 
<< Monk Island," is conjectured to occupy the site of 
this ancient religious house. Pen CasUU^ in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the town, is considered to 
be the vestige of an old British fortification. Near 
the church is Great House^ a fine old mansion, for- 
merly belonging to Sir John Stepney, Bart, who 
for many years, during the reign of George 111. was 
ambassador at the courts of Dresden and Florence : 
after being for more than sixty years deserted by the 
family, during which time it was let out in different 
tenements, and the conservatory converted into a 
market-house, it came into the possession of William 
Chambers, of Bicknor, in the county of Kent, Esq., 
who at considerable expense has restored it, and who 
has also erected a market-place for the accommoda- 
tion of the town. The seat Stradey^ prior to its be- 
coming the property of the father of the present 
owner, belonged to the Mansels, who had extensive 
possessions in this and the adjoining parishes : two 
of this ancient family were created baronets in 1621, 
but one of the titles is extinct, the other being en- 
joyed by the present Sir John Manseh 

LLANELWETH (LLAN-ELWEDD), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Builth, hundred of Colwyn, 
county of Radnor, South Wales, nearly 1 mile 
(n. e.) from Builth ; containing 197 inhabitants* 
This parish is pleasantly situated on the river Wye, 
by which it is separated on the south and south-west 
from the parish of Builth, in the county of Breck- 
nock ; ana is intersected by the turnpike-road from 
tliat place to Newtown, in Montgomeryshire, from 
which, soon after it enters this parish, branches a 
road up the eastern bank of the Wye to Rhaiadr, 
and further on, near the church, branches another 
road to New Radnor, Kington, Presteign, and Leo- 
minster. The surface is generally undulated, with 
some abrupt eminences of considerable height, and 
the lands, with the exception of some elevated com- 
mons and a small rocky district, are inclosed and in 
an excellent state of cultivation. The surrounding 
scenery is pleasingly varied ; and the views from the 
higher grounds, and especially from the rocks be- 
yond Wellfield, are extensive and extremely rich : 
m the neighbourhood are a few gentlemen's seats. 
Uanelweth Hall^ the ancient residence of the 
Gwynnes, of Garth, in the county of Brecknock, 
(of which family was Marmaduke Gwynne, a judge 
on the North Wales circuit, who died in 1712,) has 
been deserted by its proprietor, and is now in the 
occupation of a tenant Wellfield House^ erected in 
1787, by David Thomas, Esq., of London, descend- 
ed from a branch of tlie family of Thomas, of Llwyn 
Madoc, in Brecknockshire, is a spacious and hand- 
some mansion, with a portico of the Tuscan order, 
finely situated on a lofty eminence, and embosomed 
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in floarishiBg planiatioBS, forming n prominent ob* 
jeet from every point of view, and strikingly eon^ 
Crastod with the Tueg ed barren^eiss of some of the 
adjacent heights : U^ grounds are pleasingly orna«- 
mented with ahrubberies and walks, and .command a 
£ne prospect, incloding the rivers Wve and Jrvon 
winding through their req;>eotiye valea» with the 
town of Builth and the adjacent country. From the 
summit of an emineBce on this estate is one of the 
most exteinsive and magnificent panoramic views in 
any part of the principanty ; comprehending a circle 
jof more than twelve miles in the radiuiw entirely in- 
closed with loftv hills, and €ffiih!raQin||^ a vast number 
of interesting olgects^ and a rich vanety of beautiful 
and picturesque scenery : to the east are the Black 
Mountains, of dreary and rugged appearanccj with 
jthe acclivities of others of more softened aspect,; and 
to the west are the mountains of Tregarn and Garn 
Wen^ the former said to be the highest ridge, next 
to fthe Beacons, in ^is part of Soutn Wales, and the 
Jatter lemarkable ftur its conical form^ and the cairn 
that crowns its summit. About a mile to the north 
of Wellfield is Penkerrig Hause^ which has been 
recently enlarged and partly rebuilt, and embellished 
with a new front in the Elizabethan style; it is 
pleasingly oimamented with a rich plantation of 
ever-greens^ and is sheltered In .the rear by a hill of 
considerable elevation, with rslately timber: in the 
grounds, which are laid out with ^eat taste^ is a fine 
sheet of wateKy covering about six acres ; and theyiew 
from the house, though not extensive, is picturesque. 
This parish constitutes a prebend in the collegiate 
church of Brecknoijk, rated in the iking's books at 
i£6. 10., and in the gilfjt of the Bishop of 3t* Pavid's. 
The livififf is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty, and in the ,patronage of T. 
Thomas Esq., as lessee of the tithes under the pre<> 
bendarv ; net income, £70. The churchy dedicated 
to St. Matthew, a small edifice not distingiiished by 
any remarkable architectural detaik, i^ .situated on 
an eminence near the h^h :road, and on the bank of 
the river Wye^ Lady Sartstrong, or Hartston^e, 
bequeathed a small farm, called Bailey Bedw, in the 
parish of St. Harnion^in this county, now producing 
£16. 16, per annum, for the, gratuitous education of 
poor chilaren of Llanelweth, and from this rent is 
supported a small charity school, con tainipg ^m 19 
.to 17 boys and girls. A child, also^ is annually apr 
prenticed from the funds of the Boughrood charity;, 
.this, being one of the sixteen places entitled to pan- 
take qf that bene&ction. \>n the summit of the 
eminence near Wellfield House are thf? .imperfect 
remains of a semicircular intrenobment, ooce de- 
fended by a rainpart of loose stones, and to which a 
.walk has been constructed .from the ^roufids on thf|t 
vieat ; and on the confines of this pandi and of those 
of Disserth, where the desperate battle between 
Rhys ab Tewdwr and the three sons of Bleddyn ab 
Cynvyn is supposed by some to hajve been fought^ 
14 
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may be seen, firom this eminence, the ^nare fiAoat of 
Cwrt Llechryda so called} perhafx^, from a monument 
erected there to the memory of Kiryd ab Bleddy% 
who was slain in that battle. At a short distance is a 
hamulus, called by ithe Welsh *' Caatell,'' of which 
jiothing historical is with certainty known { by som^ 
it is thought to have been sur^munted by an orr 
mctJatoria, and by others to be only sepulchral 
There are also some remains of a fortiKcation om the 
hill behind Penkerrig House, but they ^e^in a very 
imperfect state. Qn the farm belonging to thie 
Wellfield estate, are two i^eniarkable quiuries ; in on^ 
is obtained a kind of transitionid clay slate, whi<^ 
displays some curious marine impressions of a sp^^ 
of the Trilobite; the other produces a bard kind of 
clay, or stone, perforated witn small holes emitting a 
fine black powder; the external appearance of the 
substance indicates the acdon of firct and in jdie ^lay 
are found some fine specimens qf crystals, some ^ 
them very beautiful and neifect* 

LLANENDDWYN (LLAN-ENDDWYN), ft 
parish, in the union \>f D6lg£I4'EY, hundred c^f 
AaouDwy, county of Mejuone^h^ North WaiW^ 
5 miles (n. k. w.) from Barmouth, <hi the road tp 
Harlech; containing 940 inhabitants. The village 
is pleasantly situated ; and the inhabitants are partly 
enga^d in the jmanufacture of web^ partly ^n the 
working of mines of mmgapese^ which metal is 
found in the parish, and partly in agriculture. An 
act of parliament was obtained, in 1810, for the in- 
closure of the waste lands, under the provisions of 
which two thousand three .hundred and seven acrep 
were .allotted; and a considerable portion of th^ 
tract.hos been brought into a good stajte of oultiv|t- 
tion. Within the lasft ]L0 years a great number of cotr 
tages have been erected in the parish. The living i$ 
a rectory, with the perpetual curacy of Llanddwywaw 
annexea, rated in the king's booKS at £10. 16. l^*; 
present tpet income, £^7, with a glebe-housej par 
tron, Bishq> of Bangor. The ohurch, dedicated $o 
St Ettddwyn, is an ancient strficture. There ar^ 
places cf worship for Independents and Calvinistic 
and Wesleyan Methodists. A school wa$ erected in 
1810 upon aboQt half ;an acre of ground given by 
the late Sir Thomas Mostyn^ Bart, in consequence 
of a bequest of £200 by Ellen Humphreys) in J805^ 
for ^aching the poor childr^p of this parish, imd 
those of Llanddwvwftu; the m^sfef fmd mistress re- 
side in the echool-housd, which was built by subi- 
,8criptioq, and have a salary of £23, made up in a 
sim.ilar way, in aid of the ordinal endowfnent <ff £S 
frpm Humphreys' bequest : from 50 to 60 childr^^ 
of both sexes attend. There are also three Sunday 
schools, i4>pertaining to the dissenters, and conducted 
by voluntary teachers, in which are about 440 per- 
sons. Several small benefieu^tions have been granted 
at different periods for the poor ; among which ar^ 
£2. 13. 4., arising from a bequest .of Mrs. Jane 
Wynne;; a reotrcbai;ge of £1. 10. froqi an unk^owii 
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donor ; £3 from the above Ellen Horaplneys' b«* 
quest; £!• 5. from a beqoest of Eltmbekk Pricey 
and £1 frem a g^ift of £20 by Mn. Catherine Pugk; 
with a tmaH man ta be dwtribttted in bread, by 
Darid GrifiA. Near die biffh road is a great steoe, 
called Coeten Arthur^ or <' Arthur's Qvoif" The 
waters of a sprinjr called St. Endriwyn's weU are 
thought to be effieacioasin the cure ef rbeumaitic 
afieetions. The distingvtthed Arekdcaeon Pv^ was 
for seoae years reeler of die parish; aad Colonel 
Jones, one of the ^judges ** wno passed sentence ef 
death on Charles I., wae bnried in the ehurckyard. 

LLANENGAN(LLAN-EINGION), a parish, 
in die union ef Pwllhxli, chiefly ta the hondred 
ef CoMMiTMASN, but pardy in that of Gaixooior, 
Lleyn division of the county of Carn akton. North 
Wales, 7 miles (s. w.) from Pwllheli ; containing 
1063 inbabitaats. This parish, which comprises the 
headland, or pronontory, of Penrfayn IM, extending 
into St Tudwal's. Roads in SL George^ Channel, is 
pleasantly situated at the southern extremity of the 
county, and is boundsd on the east and south by 
Cardigan bay, and on the west and nordi by the 
parish of Lhugian ; it is about four miles in lengdi 
and three in breadth, and eorapriees by measorement 
80d8i of which about 1000 are arable, 500 waste, and 
the remaiader pasture. The soil is of various qua- 
lities, in some places consisting of a stiff clay, in 
others of sand, and in more of a fine loam ; and is 
irenefaUy better suited for barley than any other 
fmin. bitwh«,t and oat. a« gJw.f a«4ll ex- 
tent ; the surface is vaned, much of the land being 
hilly, while some near the river Sooh is so low and 
flat as to be subject to frequent inundations; die 
scenery in many situations is bold and beautiful, and 
the views from the more elevated grounds are very 
fine, particularly that of Cardi||an bay on the east, 
with the hills of Merionethshire in the distanoe^ 
There are five Or mx quarries of iron-stone, which, 
at diffinrent periods of the year, occupy a greater or 
lesser number of men, and of which the produce is 
conveyed to Cardiff to be smeked; and extensive 
veins of leadH^ have been discovered, and several 
attempts have been made to work them; but the 
influx of water into the mines was so great that the 
expense in many instances exceeded the profits, and 
owing to the difficulty ef obtaiataflr the ore, the 
works were discontinued in 1889. The Sdch, the 
only stream by which the parfah is watered, divides 
it from the parisli of Llangian, and discharges itself 
into the sea at a place owed Abersdch, where is a 
small creek for vessels. Of the rateable annual 
value of the parish the return made amounts to 
£1926. 14» 3. At a small (^stance from the shore 
are two klands, upon the larger of which are the 
remains of an aadent chiqpel, now coaverted into a 
bam, which was dedicated to St. Tudwal, from whom 
the roads off this coast derive their name^ St Tad- 
wal's Roads afford good anchorage fi>r the hugest 
16 



diips, and are so extensive and secure that the whole 
of the British navy might ride here ki perfect safety 
during^ die heaviest gales. The bar, which is the 
finest in the channel, aierds an excefleiit asylum for 
vessels that put in here when in danger ef being 
driven into tro ad^einif^ exposed bay, called *^ Hell's 
Mouth,** er upon the extensive ridge of sand called 
Sam Badrig, or ** Patrick's Causeway,'^ which 
stretches from the shore ef Merionethshire nearly 
into this bay. 

The tiving is a discharged rselory, rated ia the 
king^ books at £17. 6. 5|. ; patron, bishop of Da»- 
gor. The tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £412; and there is a glebe of nearly 13 
acres, with a house, the whole valued at £21. 15w 
per annum. The church, dedicated to St. Einion, 
a spacious structure, principally in die later style 
ef £nglish architecture, wtth some portions ot a 
much earlier date^ consists of a nave, chancel, and 
north and south aisles, and ia remarkable as the only 
parish churdi in the county having a tower and a 
peal of bells. According to an inscription, now 
nearly obliterated, it appears to have been built by 
Einion, King of Lleyn, who flourished about the 
eommeneeraent of the sixth century, and who is said 
to have founded a college at Penmon, which he 
placed under the superintendence of his nephew 
Seiriol, and to which tae Scandinavian wanderers on 
the neighbouring coasts are said to have resorted for 
instruction in die Christian faith. The rectory- 
bouse stands in an inclosure called the ^ PriOp''s 
Field.* There are places of worship for Indepen* 
dents and Calvinistic Methodists. A National school, 
commenced in 1888, and in which there are 115 
children of both sexes, is principally supported by 
the rector, aided until recently with some funds, 
amounting to £&• 12. 6. per annum, awarded to the 
use of the school by the Commisstoncfs of Charities $ 
there is another day-schoel, in which 80 males and 10 
females are instructed at the expense of their parents t 
a Sunday school which has been kept in an aisle of 
the church since 1807, is attended by from 80 to 40 
children, and 950 males and 200 females are taught 
gratuitously in four other Sunday schools, two of 
which appertain to the Methodists, and two to Inde- 
pendents. The produce of a few small charitable 
donations, of which some are invested in land, is an* 
nuallv appropriated towards the support of die Na« 
tional school, and a few other bequests have been 
lost. Upon the sea*coast are two tumuli, or barrows^ 
called by the inhabitants Castellau, or small forts, 
but whicli are probably the graves of some warriors 
of remote times. 

LLANENGHENEDL (LLAN-ENGHE. 
NEL), a parish, in the hundred of Llyvom, union 
and county of Akolbsby, North Wales, 2 miles 
(w.) from B6dedem ; containimr 445 inhabitants. 
This parish forms a level and fertue district, watered 
by numerous rividets, and compri$«s a considerable 
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extent of inclosed and well-cultivated land. The 
village is pleasantly situated on the old Holyhead 
road, and the new line of road to that place passes 
through a considerable portion of the parish. The 
surrounding scenery, though not distinguished by 
any peculiarity of feature, is generally pleasing, and 
the adjacent country is finely varied. The living is 
a perpetual curacy, annexed to the rectory of Llan- 
vachreth. The church, dedicated to St. Enghenel, 
commander of the British forces under Cadvan, in 
the memorable battle of Chester, in 603, and said 
to have been erected about the commencement of 
the seventh century, is a small but lofty edi6ce, 
situated on a rock, close to the road leading from 
Llangevni to Holyhead ; several parts of the present 
structure display marks of very great antiquity. 
There is a place of worship for Wesleyans : about 
25 children are instructed in a day school at the ex- 

Eense of their parents ; and there is a Sunday school 
eld in a room built by Calvinistic Methodists, in 
which 70 children are taught gratuitously. Several 
small charitable donations and bequests have been 
made by various benefactors for the relief of the poor. 
LLANERCHILA (LLANERCH-ILA), a 
hamlet, in that part of the parish of Llansantfraid- 
yn-Mechan which is in the upper divison of the 
hundred of Deythur, county of Montgomery, 
North Wales, 8 miles (w. by n.) from Llanvyllin ; 
containing 94 inhabitants. 

LLANERCHLLWYDOG (LLANERCH- 
LWYDOG), a parish, in the union of Cardigan, 
hundred of Kemmes, county of Pembroke, South 
Wales, 4 miles (e. s. e.) from Fishguard ; contain- 
ing 214 inhabitants. Thb place derives its name 
from Clydawc, one of the reguli of the county, by 
whom, according to Mr. Fenton, the church was 
originally founded, and who, while pursuing the 
diversion of the chase in this vicinity, was treache- 
rously murdered, and afterwards interred in the 
churchyard. The parish is romantically situated on 
the river Gwayn, which, after pursuing a north- 
westerly course, falls into Fishguard bay : it com- 
prises a large tract of land, which, with the exception 
of a mountainous district, is wholly inclosed, and in 
a good state of cultivation ; and the rateable annual 
value amounts to £639. 10. The surface is finely 
undulated, and the surrounding scenery is pleasingly 
diversified, and in some parts highly picturesque. 
The living is a discharged rectorv, with that of 
Llanllawer annexed, rated in the king's books at 
£8; present net income, £155; patron, Thomas 
Lloyd, E^q. The church, dedicated t-o St. David, is 
not distinguished by any architectural details of im- 
portance : in the churchyard are two upright stones 
of great antiquity, which are supposed to mark the 

S'ave of Clydawc. There are places of worship for 
aptists and Calvinistic Methodists. 
LLANERCHROCHWELL (LLANERCH- 
FROCH-WEL,) a hamlet, in the parish of Guils- 
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FIELD, lower division of the hundred of Pool, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 2^ miles (n. w.) 
from Welshpool: the population is returned with 
the parish. It lies near the road from Guilsfield to 
Llanvair, which is here crossed by another from 
Welshpool to Meivod. Many respectable residences 
are situated in the township, and there are a few 
Rouses of singular appearance in a pass between the 
mountains, termed Bwlch Aeddan, from having been 
anciently fortified by the chieftain whose name it 
bears. The ground in the vicinity, though hilly, is 
well cultivated : the township is within the liberties 
of the borough of Welshpool; and its tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £197, of which 
£147 are payable to the Dean and Chapter of 
Christ-Church, Oxford, and £50 to the vicar of 
Guilsfield. 

LLANERCHYMEDD, a market-town and 
chapelry, chiefly in the parish of Amlwch, but 
partly in those of Llanbeulan, Li.icHCYNVAR- 
WYDD, and Ceidio, in the hundreds of Lltvon, 
Menai, and Twrcelyn, union and county of An- 
glesey, North Wales, 14 miles (w. n. w.) from 
Beaumaris, and 263 (n. w. by w.) from London: 
the population is returned with the respective pa- 
rishes. This town, of which two-thirds are situated 
within the parish of Amlwch, is, in respect of popu- 
lation, the second in the Isle of Anglesey, and 
appears to have derived its progressive increase in 
extent and importance from its central situation. 
Previously to tne commencement of the parliamen- 
tary war, it had become a very populous village, 
and as such it is set forth in a petition which, during 
the protectorate of Cromwell, was presented for the 
estaolishment of a market, which was granted in 
1657, and confirmed by Charles II., in 1665. This 
market, with the exception of that of Beaumaris, 
was the only one in the whole island, and consti- 
tuted a chief source of the prosperity of the town 
until the year 1785, when a marlcet was granted to 
Llangevni, the still more central situation of which 
renders it more convenient for the general resort 
of the inhabitants of the island. Lhtnerchymedd is 
pleasantly situated on the high road from Bangor 
to Amlwch. The making of shoes is carried on to 
a very considerable extent, affording employment to 
more than two hundred and fifty men ; and the ma- 
nu&cture of a high dried Welsh snuff, closely re- 
sembling in its quality the celebrated Irish snuff, 
commonly called Lundy Footers, for which it has 
partially become a substitute, has recently been 
established upon an extensive scale; the business, 
however, is not conducted upon a plan calculated to 
ensure to the inventors all toe advantages of which, 
under better management, it might be made produc- 
tive. The market, which is well attended, is on 
Wednesday; and five annual fairs are held under 
the same letters-patent by which the market was 
granted, but the days are not fixed with certainty, 
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beinfi^ frequently changed to suit the convenience of fertile, but that of the upper is poor, resting chiefly 
the dealers, who are thus enabled to drive the cattle on a stiff clay or brittle slate, requiring the process 
to the English fairs : the nominal days are, January of paring and burning, with an unusual quantity of 
1st, March 10th, April 4th, May 6th, June 2dd, the manure, to render it capable of producing gr§in of 
three Wednesdays before August 7th, and the 14th any kind : the inhabitants obtain turf from the hills 
of that month, October 2nd, November ISth, and the for winter firing, and harvest it in June. The rate- 
three first Wednesdays after the last-mentioned day. able annual value of the parish has been returned at 
The viil of Llanerchymedd, forming that portion of £*2689. 

the town which is in the parish of Llanbeulan, now On the DrAm are three pools, of which one is 
deemed extra-parochial, and containing sixty-four called H^ y Grintoydden, << the pool of the withered 
inhabitants, consists only of six acres of glebe land, tree," or ^'pool of the white cliflf," situated on a 
which, together with the houses built on them, be- rocky hill, and said to be of unfathomable depth ; it 
long to the rector: the rest of the parish is five is about two hundred yards in length, and contains 
miles distant, bein^ separated from this detached no fish but eels and carp. U^ Htr^ or ^^ the long 
portion by several mtervening places. The living pool," is about five hundred yards in length, and a 
IS a curacy, annexed to the rectory of Llanbeulan: hundred and fifty in breadth: the upper end of it is 
the chapel, dedicated to St. Mary, is a spacious so firmly crusted over with the slough brought down 
structure, with a lofty square tower at the western by the floods firom the turbaries above it, that sheep 
end, and is the joint property of the families of and men can walk upon the surface; but what it 
Llwydiarth and Bodlewyddan, who have always kept loses in extent from this circumstance, it gains at 
it in a tolerable state of repair without any charge to the opposite extremity by the violent action of its 
the inhabitants of the town. There are places of waters, driven by the west winds, against the banks, 
worship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic which are of peat earth : this pool affords great at- 
and Wesleyan \f ethodists. A National school, ca- tractions to sportsmen for shooting wild du^ which 
pable of receiving about 160 children, and in which breed here, and contains excellent red' trout, but in 
pfty-fouT boys and sixty girls are gratuitously in- very hot summers it is nearly dried up ; on the north 
structed, was built in )824, and is liberally sup- side is a stone inscribed met. ii. 1490, at present 
ported by subscription. Children of the adjoining seven feet distant from the bank, which space is sup- 
parishes of Coedanna and Ceidio are eligible to this posed to have been gained bv the receding of tne 
school, waters since that date. Uyn y BuaaiU or ^< the 
LLANERVUL (LLAN-ERFUL), a parish, shepherd's pool," abounds wiUi eels, but is not dis- 
in two divisions. Lower and Upper, in the union tinguished by any peculiar characteristics. Within 
of Llanvyllin, upper division of the hundred of this parish, on the oorder of that of Llanbrynmair, 
Maturavai^ county of Montgomery, North is a pool, called Gtoyddiar^ or Cadivor, of remark- 
Wales, 5 miles (w.N. w.) from Llanvair-Caereinion, ably clear water, which formerly contained great 
and 12 (w. by n.) from Welshpool ; containing 993 numbers of fine trout, but these have been extir- 
inhabitants. This parish, which derives its name pated by the introduction of pike. This pool, which 
from the dedication of its church to St. Ervul, of is about a mile in circumference, is situated on an 
whom there is no satisfactory account, appears to eminence extending in a direction from north to 
have been a place of some importance at a very south : to the west of this ridge are some very deep 
early period, and abounds with vestiges of British hollows, open to the south-west and north-west, 
and Roman antiquity. It extends nearly eight miles within which the collected winds burst impetuously 
in length and three in breadth ; is bound^ on the through an opening in the ridge, parallel with the 
east and south by the parish of Llanvair, and on the direction of the pool, and agitate its water with great 
west and north-west by Llangadvan; and is plea- violence. 

santly situated in the vale of the river Banwy, the The wool produced here is generallv coarse, espe- 

whole of which, with its encircling hills, is included cially on the higher hills, on which the hardiest 

in this and the adjoining parishes of Llangadvan and breed of sheep in the principality is fed: these hills 

Garth-beibio ; the surface is boldly and oeautifully are covered with heath, and among them are found 

undulated. The lands in the upper division are but extensive turbaries, sufficient for the supply of the 

partially inclosed and cultivated, and the hilly parts, surrounding district. In 1797, a company of adven- 

which afford only pasturage for sheep, ponies, and turers began to sink for coal at Cyvylchau, in this 

young cattle during the summer, are claimed as parish, but their enterprise was not attended with 

sheep-walks by the several farmers whose lands are success, and the attempt was discontinued : the rock 

t contiguous. There is nearly an equal quantity of on which the trial was made is black, very much 

arable and pasture, with a large portion of wood, con- resembling coal in colour, flake, and texture, and 

sisting of natural covers and artificial plantations, will bear the fire well, and get red hot, but will not 

growing oak, ash, birch, alder, hazel, firs, larch, and burn. In the absence of lime rock and freestone, 

willows : the soil of the lower grounds is tolerably which always exist in the neighbourhood of coal- 
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fields, and neither of these being found within a 
distance of twenty miles, it is the opinion of Pro- 
fessor Sedge wick, who visited and examined die dis- 
trict, ^that coal is not to be obtained in the parish. 
About the same time a few specimens of copper-ore 
were dug up in the township of Coed-Talog, but no 
regular works have been established. Llysyn and 
Neuadd-Wen, formerly gentlemen's mansions, are 
now farm-houses. The turnpike-road from Welshpool 
to Machynlleth and Dolgelley passes through the 
village ; and the London mail from Shrewsbury to 
Aberystwith reaches it every day at noon. An 
annual fair takes place on the 7th of May, and the 
petty-sessions for the upper division of the hundred 
of Mathraval are held occasionally. 

The HviTiff is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £9. 2. 11.; present net income, £308; patron, 
Bishop of St. Asaph. The churchy dedicated to St. 
Ervul, is an andent structure, in the early style of 
English architecture, 63 feet in length and 21 in 
breadth: in the churchyard is an old monument, 
commonly supposed to have been erected in memory 
of the patron saint, bearing a mutilated inscription, 
which, however, as far as it is legible, does not at 
all support tliis conjecture; on ^e contrary, it is 
aflSrmed, and with more probability, in a Welsh 
work, styled " Gwyliedydd," to have been erected in 
memory of a daughter of St. Padam, who flourished 
about the year 9% : the monument is three feet in 
the ground, and four above the surface, and one of 
the finest yew trees in the principality overhangs it. 
There was formerly an ancient chapel at D61wen, in 
the hamlet of CevnIIts Uchav. Tnere are places of 
worship for Independents and Wesleyan Methodists. 
Mrs. Priscilla Forster, a descendant of the family of 
the Herberts of Llysyn, bequeathed £300 for the 
instruction of poor children of the parish; which sum 
has been invested in the purchase of a farm, consist- 
ing of forty-one acres, twenty-three of which are 
morass recently drained, with an allotment of twenty 
acres of common ; the whole producing £35 per an- 
num to a master, who instructs about eighty-six males 
and sixty females : the present dwelling and school- 
house, under one roof, was erected about forty years 
since, by the sale of timber cut down on the estate, 
to the value of £200, and £100 raised by subscrip- 
tion in the parish. Five Sunday schools, attended 
by nearly 300 children, are supported by subscrip-^ 
tion. A few small charities, which produced about 
£1. 2. 6. per annum, have been lost. 

On the summit of an eminence called MotUddolwen^ 
in the hamlet of Cevnll^s Uch&v, are the remains of 
a strongly fortified camp, including an irregular qua^ 
drilateral area, about a hundred yards in length, and 

fuarded on the west, on which side is the entrance, 
y an advanced work about twenty yards in dia- 
meter : the camp is defended, on the sides where it 
is most easily accessible, by fosses of greater depth, 
the earth having been thrown up to form a breast- 
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work. In the same hamlet was, until lately, a forti- 
fied eminence called Gardden^ having a circular 
rampart, which inclosed an area seventy yards in 
diameter. The entrances of these strongholds, both 
of which were of ancient British construction, were 
on the most accessible sides of the hill, and, from 
their breadth, appeared to have been contrived for the 
admission of the chariots armed with scythes, which 
were in use among the ancient Britons. There are 
also vestiges of two other strongholds, similar in all 
respects to these, one on the summit of the bold and 
commanding Moel-pentyrckj and the other on the 
opposite si^ of the vale, on the summit of Netutdd 
Win : of the four, Gardden was the most perfect, but 
recently the plough has levelled it wilii the ground. 
A ditch and rampart, equal in dimensions to Ofla's 
Dyke, may still be traced crossing the vale of the 
Banwy near Rhos-y-Grall. The Roman road finom 
Caer-Sws to the present Chester, or from Caerlleon^ 
in the modem county of Monmouth, to the same 
city, enters this parish on the hills of the Drikm, 
passes through a bog called Corsyvisog, now impene- 
trable from the accumulation of slough descending 
from the turbaries on the hills, and, traversing the 
moors in a direct line to Bwlch-y-Drum, thence de- 
scends through Cynniwyll, crosses the Banwy below 
Neuadd Wen, passes over Craig-y-Gov, and enters 
the parish of Llanvihangel at Rnyd Pont-y-Styllod. 
Though concealed by long grass in the moorish 
grounds of the Drum, this road may be easily dis- 
cerned at a distance, in the recently ploughed lands 
in various parts of the parish, in which it forms a 
bold and conspicuous ridge, and in which the mate- 
rials of its construction may be found a little below 
the surface. 

On the common of Craig-y-Gov are vestiges of an- 
cient mines^ which are supposed to have been origin- 
ally worked by the Romans ; and at the foot of the 
declivity of the hill on which the common is sitmited, 
is a cavern termed Ogov Dolanog, of which the en- 
trance is so narrow as to prevent any person from 
penetrating far into it: the tradition is, that there 
was a subterraneous passage from this cavern to the 
mines on Craig-y-Gov common. There are two large 
tumuli and several camneddau in the parish, but no 
particulars of their origin are recorded. Neuadd Win^ 
now a farm-house, was anciently the mansion of 
Meredydd ab Cynan ab Owain Gwynedd, Prince of 
Wales, and appears, from the few remains of the 
old building which have been found among some 
rubbish at the back of the present house, to have 
been erected about the eleventh or twelfth century : 
among these vestiges were the ruins of an arched 
window, with mouldings of freestone, in the style of 
that age. This mansion was once called Ll^s Wgan, 
from a rivulet near the spot ; and adjoining it is the 
farm of Ups^y which appears to have derived its 
name, a diminutive of Llys, <*a palace," from its 
yicinity to this residence. Near the church is a fine 
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weBj dedicated to tlie patron saint, the water of which 
was formerly in great repute for its efficacy in the 
cure of various diseases. The Rev. Joseph Thomasy 
who married the daughter of Parkhurst, the Hebrew 
and Greek lexicographer, and who assisted him in 
the execution of nis literary labours, was born at 
LWsyn. 

LLANEUGRAD (LLAN-EIGRAD), a pa- 
rish, in the hundred of Twrcelyn, union and county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, 6 miles (e.) from 
Llanercfaymedd ; containing 331 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is bounded on the east by the Irish 
Sea, was anciently much more extensive than it is at 
present ; and not far from the church, upon the site 
of a farm called Park, are distinct traces of a town 
or large village, of which the foundations of the 
buildings alone remain. In the year 873, a memo- 
rable battle was fought at Bryngoleu, within its limits, 
in which the Danes, who at that time made frequent 
descents on the coast of Anglesey, were defeated 
with great slaughter by Ro(wric die Great, who, 
after a sanguinary contest, obtained a signal victory 
over the invaders, and drove them to their ships. 
The soil of the parish is fertile, and the lands are 
inclosed and cultivated. The substratum is lime- 
stone, of which there are immense rocks; and ex- 
tensive quarries of black and grey marble afford 
employment to a considerable number of the labour- 
ing poor ; the situation of the place upon the coast 
affording a facility of exporting the produce, and 

geat qiiantities being shipped to various parts of 
reat Britain. 
The livinff is a discharged rectory, with the per- 

Eetual curacy of Llanallgo annexed, rated in the 
ing's books at £9. 11. 10^.; present net income, 
£135, with a glebe-house ; patron, Bishop of Ban- 
gor. The church, dedicated to St Eugrad, is sup- 
posed to have been originally built about the year 
605, by Eugrad, son of Caw-o-Vrydain, and brother 
of St AUtgo, who, about the same time, founded the 
neighbouring church of Llanallso : it is a small but 
somewhat stately edifice, of lofty proportions, and 
venerable appearance; and adjoining it is a small 
antique chapel. On the farm of Llugwy, in the 
parish, formerly stood a chapel of ease to Llanallgo, 
the small existing remains of which are called Capei 
Llugwy. The poor are entitled to one-third of the 
rent of'^a farm in the parish of Llanvair-Mathavarn- 
eithdv, arising from a bequest of John Williams, in 
1721, and now let for £6. V2. per annum, which 
sum is annually distributed at Christmas ; and there 
is also a small rent-charge of 5«., a grant of John 
GriflRth Lewis, which is similarly appropriated. 
Adjoining the ancient town above noticed are the 
remains of an extensive and well fortified camp, in 
which Roderic is supposed to have stationed his 
forces in his conflict with the Danes; and on the 
highest eastern point are some remains, consisting 
principally of a gateway and some portions of ruined 
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walls, of an old building, in which that sovereign is 
thought to have held his court while engaged in re- 
pelling the Danes from this part of his dominions. 

LLANFINNAN (LLAN-FFINAN), a parish, 
in the union of Bangor and Beaumaris, hundred 
of Menai, county of Anglesey, North Wales, 
6 miles (w.) from Beaumaris ; containing 153 inha- 
bitants. This parish, which derives its name from 
the dedication of its church to St Finnan, by whom 
it was originally founded in the early part of the 
seventh century, is pleasantly situated on the old 
line of road from London to Holyhead. It com- 
prises a considerable portion of elevated ground, the 
substratum of which is limestone; and the lower 
lands, which are fertile and productive, are inclosed 
and in a good state of cultivation. The surroundinfi^ 
scenery is pleasingly varied, though not distinguished 
b^ any peculiarity of feature ; and the views from the 
higher rounds extend over a large tract of country, 
abounding with interestine objects. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, annexed to that of Llanvihan^el- 
Ysceiviog: the old church, a small plain edifice, 
which contained two monuments to members of the 
family of Lloyd, was rebuilt and opened for divine 
service on the 6th of July, 1841, and is now a plain 
structure in the old English style, with strong but- 
tresses, which have a good effect, bein^ so well 
suited to the exposed situation of the buUding. A 
Sunday school, containing about seventy males and 
females, is supported by subscription ; and six of the 
poor children of the parish are taught gratuitously 
in the parochial school of Llanvihangei-Ysceiviog, 
under an endowment of the Rev. Dr. John Jones, 
Dean of Bangor, who was for some years curate of 
this place. Two rooms in an almshouse in the 

n'sh of Penmynnedd, founded by Lewis Rogers, 
617, are appropriated to poor men of Llanfinnan ; 
and a third room is alternately shared between this 
parish and that of Llanvihangel ; each poor man also 
receives an annuity of £6 under the same endow- 
ment. A small bequest of Thomas William- has 
been lost for many years. 

LLANGADOCK (LLAN-GADOG-FAWR), 
a market-town and parish, comprising the hamlets of 
Above-Sawdde, Dyfryn-Cydrich, and Gwynve, in 
the union of Llandovery, lower division of the 
hundred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 21 miles (e. n. e.) from Carmar- 
^en; and 188 (w. by n.) from London, and con- 
taining 2604 inhabitants. This parish, which derives 
its name from the dedication of its church to St 
Cadog, is of very remote antiquity ; and the town, 
which was formerly of much gpreater importance 
than at present, was anciently distinguished for its 
castle, of which frequent notice occurs in the Welsh 
annals. By whom, or at what period, this fortress 
was originally erected is not known; but in the 
various struggles of the native chieftains of South 
Wales, for the extension of their territories, and in 

D3 



LL AN-G 



LLAN— G 



the frequent dissensions which arose among them, it 
was invariably an object of the greatest importance, 
and the occupation of it was eagerly contended for 
by the adverse parties. In 1204, the castle of Llan- 
eadock was strongly fortified by Rhys ab Grufydd, 
From whom, however, it was soon taken by his uncle 
Maelgwyn, assisted by Gwenwynwyn, Prince ef 
Powys ; but these chieftains did not long remain in 
possession of it, as it was recovered in a successful 
assault by Rh^s, who continued to hold it for some 
time. About the year 1208, Rhfs Vychan, other- 
wise Rh^s Gryg, brother of Maelgwyn, having 
quarrelled with his nephews Rh^s and Owain, turned 
his arms against them, and dispossessed them of this 
fortress, in which he placed a strong garrison ; but 
the latter chieftains, on being appnsed of the cir- 
cumstance, marched against it witn all their forces, 
and, putting the garrison to the sword, levelled it 
with the ground. The town suffered materially 
from the ravages of the English vassals, during the 
continuance of nostilities between them and the native 
inhabitants of this part of South Wales. The Welsh 
prince Llewelyn, having made his submission to 
Edward L, expectations were fondly entertained 
that the country would have enjoyed a respite from 
the continual depredations committed by the English 
who had settled in this part of the principality ; but 
soon after the accession of that monarch to the 
throne, the oppressive tyranny of his officers at 
Aberystwith drove the inhabitants once more into 
open rebellion ; and the brave Llewelyn again had 
recourse to arms. On this occasion, the archbishop 
of Canterbury endeavoured to adjust the differences 
which had arisen between the natives and the Eng- 
lish; and to this prelate Rh^ Vychan complained 
that, among other excesses, the English had attacked 
and plundered tlie church of Llangadock, wounded 
the priest, whom they left expiring before the high 
altar, converted that sacred edifice into stabling tor 
their horses, and burned the houses in the town. 
After the entire subjugation of Wales by Edward, 
and the dispersion of the family of Dynevor, to 
whom the castle of Llangadock belonged, that for- 
tress was most probably neglected, and suffered to 
fall into decay. 

The TOWN is beautifully situated between the 
rivers BrSln and Sawdde, over the former of which 
it has a neat stone bridge of three elliptic arches ; 
and near its confluence with the river Towy, by 
which the parish is bounded on the west : it consists 
principally of one spacious street, containing several 
well built houses of respectable appearance, and is 
abundantly supplied with water, but neither paved 
nor lighted. Within the last few years Llangadock 
has been constituted a post-town ; and a new line of 
road, over the Black Mountain, has been completed, 
connecting it with the coal and limestone works in 
that district, and with the Swansea canal at Pont-ar- 
Dawy. The road from Carmarthen and Llandilo to 
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Llandovery and Brecon also passes through it; and 
among other improvements which have taken place, 
may be mentioned the erection of a stone bridge of 
five arches over the river Towy, which was com- 
pleted in 1819, at an expense of £2300, defrayed by 
this parish and those of Llandilo, Llansadwrn, Llan- 
thoysaint, and Mothvey, adjoining. The parish 
contains coal, limestone, and lead and iron ores, the 
two former of which are wrought on a moderate 
scale, employing from fifty to sixty persons each 
during the summer months : the coal is conveyed by 
the new road to the Swansea canal, by which it is 
forwarded to the port of Swansea, where it is shipped 
to various parts of the kingdom; and the lime is 
carried in waggons to Cardiganshire, the upper parts 
of this county, and to Brecknockshire. The market 
is on Thursday; and fairs are held annually on 
January 16th, March 12th, the last Thursday in 
May, July 9th, the first Thursday after September 
11 tb, the second Thursday after old Michaelmas 
day, and December 11th. The town is under the 
jurisdiction of the county magistrates; and at the 
court leet of the lord of the manor, a portreeve is 
annually chosen and sworn into oflBce, whose duties 
consist m collecting the tblls of the market and fairs, 
the mortuaries of freeholders, deodands, and other 
dues. 

The PARISH comprises 22,642a. dr. 7/?., of which, 
by computation, 7000 acres are common, and, by 
admeasurement, 6dl2a. dr. Ip. arable, 8000 pasture 
and meadow, and 830 woodland ; the soil is a good 
loam, and the chief produce, wheat, barley, and oats. 
The appearance of the immediate vicinity of the 
town is much enlivened by the several streams pass- 
ing through it, and the numerous gentlemen's seats 
on the banks of the Towy. The Sawdde, which has 
its source in the Black Mountain, and is celebrated 
for its fine trout, is crossed by a neat bridge of one 
arch, covered with ivy; underneath, the foaming 
stream, hurrying along the rich and beautiful valley 
leading to the interesting village of Pontarllechan, 
forms a striking feature in the diversified scenery ; 
and the bold hills surrounding the hamlet, with the 
prospect of the Black Mountain in the distance, 
complete a picture comprehending several near and 
distant views of a highly pleasing character. Within 
two miles of the town are the mansions of Llansevin 
and^ Mandinham, the former of which has a lawn in 
the front, with an oak tree of immense bulk and 
venerable aspect ; in the hamlet of Gwynve is a seat 
of the same name ; and near the town also is Tan- 
yr-Allt. The living is a vicarage, with Llanthoy- 
saint annexed, rated in the king's books at £9 ; pre- 
sent net income, £181, with a glebe-house ; patron, 
Bishop of St David's : the tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £549. 8. 9., of which 
a sum of £244. 3. 5^. is payable to the Bishop, 
£122. 2. 1^. to the Prebendary of Llanvynydd, and 
£183. 3. 2. to the vicar, who has also a glebe of 
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6 acres, valued at £3 per annum. The church, an 
ancient cruciform structure, was designed, in 1283, 
to be made collegiate in honour of St. Maurice and 
his companions, and St Thomas the Martyr, by Dr. 
Thomas Beck, Bishop of St David's, for a precentor 
and twenty-one canons or prebendaries, of whom 
seven were to be priests, seven deacons, and seven 
sub-deacons, toi^ether with five clerks ; but this design 
was frustrated by that prelate's death. The edifice, 
which has suffered much by injudicious repairs and 
alterations, measures 65 feet by 25, and contains 
46 sittings, all of which are free ; it was furnished 
with a good organ, built by the late David Jones, 
watchmaker, of this town, in 1804, at the expense of 
the parish, which, however, has been allowed to fall 
into dilapidation and disuse : the north transept has 
been converted into a private burial-place. In the 
hamlet of Gwynve is an endowed chapel, in the gift 
of the Vicar of Llangadock. There are places of 
worship for Baptists, Independents, Wesleyans, and 
Calvinistic Methodists ; and in the different harnlets 
of the parish are five day schools, in which about 
170 children are taught at the expense of their 
pu'ents ; and six Sunday schools, conducted by vo- 
luntary teachers, and affording instruction to more 
than 500 persons. 

The ancient castle of Llangadock occupied the 
area of a large oval intrenchment on the eastern 
side of the waste of Carreg-Sawdde, called Castell- 
Meiris ; and the keep was built on the summit of a 
high rock, upon the north side, scarped conically all 
round, and very deeply moated ; the river Sawdde 
anciently defended the castle on the north-west 
side, and a morass, with the confined waters of the 
Feuris or Meiris brook, protected it on the south- 
eastern side : the materials of the castle were used 
many years since for building the farm-houses of 
Glan Sawdde and Caerhen, and no vestiges of it 
are now visible. The town is by some writers 
considered to have been the site of an arx specula^ 
tarioj or Roman watch-tower ; and the Roman road 
called the Via Julia Montana took its course through 
the parish, or its immediate vicinity, in which it is 
thought there was probably a Roman station ; but no 
traces of such a work are now discernible. To the 
south-east of the parish is a hill, called Tri Chr{ig, 
or the ** Three Hillocks," from three large carneddau, 
or heaps of stones, on its summit, which formed con- 
spicuous objects in the distant view of this place, 
and are supposed to be the graves of some British 
chieftains, or of numerous warriors that may have 
fallen in some unrecorded battle fought near the 
spot; but only one of the tumuli now remains. Near 
tiiis eminence are some remains of an ancient en- 
campment termed Gam Goch, enclosing a quadran- 
gular area of considerable extent, deiended by a 
rude rampart of loose stones, in some places ten 
feet high. In a field named Cae Castell, on the farm 
of Tir Alawr, is a circular intrenchment, near which 
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is Cwm Gwern-y-G&d, an appellation denoting the 
scene of a battle. At Capel Tydist is an old chapel 
of ease, now used as a barn ; Llansevin Issav is 
another, now used as a farm-house ; on Cae Capel is 
the site also of a chapel of ease ; and Cwrt-y-Plas, 
near the church, was originally a nunnery, and after- 
wards a college for the education of candidates for 
the order of priesthood, which at the Reformation 
was suppressed, and granted to the proprietor of the^ 
Abermarles' estate : the portion of the roof of the 
refectory, still remaining, is an interesting specimen 
of ancient timber work. Both in the town and the 
immediate neighbourhood are also the ruins of seve- 
ral mansions of superior dimensions and style of ar- 
chitecture, evidences of the former grandeur and 
importance of this place, in which is thought an- 
ciently to have been situated a mansion called Ll^s 
Brychan, or " Brychan*s Palace." 

LLANGADVAN (LLAN-GADFAN), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Llanvyllin, upper division of 
thehundredofMATHRAVAL, county of Montgomery, 
North Wales, 7 miles (w. n. w.) from Llanvair; 
containing 1070 inhabitants. This parish derives 
its name from the dedication of its church to St. 
Cadvan, son of Eneas Lledewig, of Armorica, who 
flourished in the sixth century, and was regarded as 
the tutelar saint of warriors. It is pleasantly situ- 
ated on the turnpike*road from Welshpool to Mach- 
ynlleth, which passes by the noted posting-house 
called Cann Office, about three-quarters of a mile 
from the church ; and comprehends a tract of nearly 
seven thousand acres, of which about five thousand 
are inclosed and cultivated, and of the rateable 
annual value of £3062. The surface is boldly undu- 
lated, and the surrounding scenery is strikingly 
varied, combining portions of cultivation and ver- 
dure with features of rugged sterility. At Moel 
Achles, in the hamlet of Cowny, a vein of lead-ore 
was discovered, and mines of that metal were for 
some time wrought with considerable success; but 
the works have been discontinued : peat is dug, and 
forms the principal fuel of the inhabitants. A 
branch of tne river Vyrnwy flows through the vil- 
lage, and unites with the Banwy, near the church. 
In the neighbourhood are some handsome man- 
sions, of which the principal within the parish is 
Llwydiarth House, formerly the seat of the family 
of Vaughan, descended from Aleth Hen, King of 
Dyved. 

The livififf is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £9. 5., and in the patronage of the Bishop of 
St. Asaph: the tithes nave been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £389; and there is a glebe of 26 
acres, with a glebe-house. The church is a small 
venerable structure, in the ancient style of English 
architecture, and is appropriately fitted up for the 
performance of divine service. It is supposed that 
there were formerlv chapels in the hamlets of Cyfin, 
Cowny, and Maesflymysten, which were served by 
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monks from the adjoining monastery of Cvfin ; and, 
according to tradition, the inhabitants of tliese ham- 
lets had no sittings in the parish church, the sraall- 
ness of which appears to corroborate the account 
The churdiyard is also extremely small, and the soil 
so shallow that the want of a more spacious cemetery 
is much felt by the inhabitants. The old parsonage^ 
house was burnt down in )645, when Vavasor Powel 
was sent by the parliament to sequestrate the liv- 
ings of the clergy in the county of Montgomery. 
There are places of worship for Independents and 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. A circulat- 
ing school, commenced in 1833, is attended by 
about 110 children daily and 140 on Sundays, and 
is endowed with £20 per annum, by Mrs. Bevan's 
trustees, for which all the children of the poor are 
instructed : about 15 children are taught m a day 
school at the expense of the parents; and there are 
six Sunday schools, conducted gratuitously, four of 
which appertain to Independents, ami two to Calvin- 
istic Methodists, and in which are 340 persons. 
Several small charitable donations and bequests have 
been assigned for distribution among the poor, which, 
beine consolidated, yield an interest of £1. 16., an- 
nually, divided in small portions ; and in the same 
manner those attending the church receive 2i. worth 
of bread every Sunday, arising from a gift of £104 
by Mrs. Grace Edwardfs, in 1802, securcKl by a mort- 
gage on the tolls of the second division of the Mont- 
gomeryshire roads. Three other small charities, 
amounting to £60, one of which was a bequest of 
£40 by the Rev. John Williams, in 1773, have been 
lost 

In the hamlet of Cyfin, in the parish, was a small 
ynonastery^ probably dependent on the Cistercian 
abbey of Strata Maroella : among its endowments 
were the hamlet of Cevnll^ Uch£ in the parish of 
Llanervul, and that of Tirymynach, in Lianbr^^n- 
mair, which, on its dissolution, beoame the property 
of the Vaughans of Llwydiarth. There are no re- 
mains of the building ; but the site is still called Cae'r 
Mynach, and below it is a ford over the river 
Owddyn, a branch of the Vymwy, called Rh^d-y- 
Byde, which is by some thought to be a corruption 
of Rh^d-yr^ Abadau, ^ the foid of the abbots," or of 
Rh^^d-y-Badau, << the ford of the boat8>'' from a pool 
adjoining, where boats were formerly kept At 
Cann Office are the remains of a Britbh tmcamp* 
ment^ the area inclosed by the defences of which is 
partly occupied by the present postin^bouse : a 
mound of earth, about seventy yards in circum- 
ference, extending along the bottom of the moat by 
which it was surrounded, is still remaining. Near 
Pont-y-Llogel, in the hamlet of Cyfin, and near the 
bank of the river Vymwy, are two cairns, the larger 
of which is nearly sixty yards in circuit, and has its 
outer circumference composed of upright stones, four 
feet in height, with the interior piled up to the 
height of five feet in the centra. In renovipg the 
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stones, to furnish materials for the wall at Llwydiarth 
Park, a stone coffin was discovered in the centre, 
containing two skeletons, the head of one beinff 
placed by the feet of the other, and an urn, in which 
were some burnt bones and ashes. 

There are numerous cameddau in this and the 
adjoining parishes of Garth-beibio and Llanenrul, 
varying in diameter from ten to twenty yards, and a 
great number of smaller dimensions. In the centre 
of each of these, when opened, is found a cist-vaen, 
or stone coffin, over whicn the cairn is always more 
protuberant: the outer circumference, like that of 
the large one above-mentioned, is generally formed 
of lai^e upright stones, and those contained within 
are pned loosely in circles around the tomb, the in- 
terstices being filled up with stones of a smaller me. 
Besides these, which are undoubtedly the sepulchres 
of native British chieftains, there is, on the neigh- 
bouring hills, and more especially on that called ren 
Coed, a great number of barrotcSf supposed to be the 
graves of their followers; they all exhibit evident 
marks of fire, and in some the heat appears to have 
been so intense, that the stones were partly vitrified. 
In the hamlet of Moelveliarth are the remains of a 
small^rf with intrenchments ; and in MaesUymysten 
is a small camp, on the summit of a precipitous emi- 
nence, defended on the only side on which it is ac- 
cessible by a deep ditch. On the summit of an op** 
posite hill, called Mopart, and running completely 
across it, is a ditch as large as O&'s Dyke, probably 
intended to prevent incursions from the mountains 
above. A pair of ancient miU^stones was found in 
digging for turf in the hamlet of Cyfin, in the Arear 
1828, at a depth of nearly two feet below the sur&ee. 
JF^iwMm Gadvauj or " St. Cadvan's Well," was for* 
merly in great repute for the. marvellous efficacy at- 
tributed to its water, and was once covered with some 
building, of which the stones, of remarkably large 
size, were remaining within the last few years. 
There is a chalybeate spring in the township of 
Cyfin; but it is not much resorted to. Wiuiam 
JaneSf an eminent poet and critic, was bom in tbe 
parish, in 1729, and was interred here in 1795; the 
Cambrian Register contains a sketch of his life, and 
some notice of a history which he published of this 
and the adjoining parishes of Oarthbeibio and 
Llanervul. 

LLANGADWALADR (LLAN-GADWA- 
LADR), or EGLWYSAEL, a parish, in the hun- 
dred of Malltraeth, union and county of Angle- 
sey, North Wales, 7 miles (s. w.) from Lfamgevnt; 
oontainins^ 55d inhabitants. This pkce, which oerives 
its name from the dedication of its church to St. Cad* 
waladr, is situated on the road leading from Aberfraw 
to Llangevni, and on that from the former town to 
Carnarvon ; and is bounded on the north-east by the 
parish of Trevdraetfa, on the north-west by that of 
Aberfraw, on the south-east by that of* Newborouf h 
and Malltr€ieth sands, and on the south-west by the 
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pariah of Aberfraw and the sea. It comprises by 
computation about 2132 acres^ of which 100 are 
covered with trees, between 200 and 300 are rabbit- 
warrens, formerly a source of considerable profit, 
and the remainder is arable and pasture ; the surface 
is boldly undulated and naked of wood except on tJie 
demesne of Bddorgan, the prevailing south-west 
wind from the sea being unfavourable to the growth 
of trees; the surrounding scenery is pleasingly 
varied, and the distant views embrace, among nume* 
roos interesting olgects, fine prospects of the whole 
range of the Carnarvonshire mountains and the bay. 
The soil is fcur the most part fertile ; and the chief 
produce is wheat, barley, oats, and potatoes. Bod- 
owen, the ancient seat of the Owens of Orielton, in 
Pembrokeshire, was sold by Sir Hugh Owen, in 1808, 
to the late Mr. Hughes of Kinmel, fother of Lord 
Dinorben, the present possessor; and the house, 
which was erected about the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, is now tenanted by a farmer. Bod'^ 
organ, the seat of Owen Fuller Meyrick, Esq^ re- 
built in a handsome style about 60 years since, is 
celebrated for a spacious and well^tocked deer-park, 
and a very superior garden, from which pines and 
other choice fruits have frequently obtained first-rate 
prizes at the horticultural shows in L<ondon^ Com-r 
mon road and grit stone are quarried in the parish, 
which is watered by the stream of Prechwen, and 
contains the hamlet of Hermon, and a corn-milL 

The living is a discharged rectory, with Llanveir- 
ian annexed, rated in the king's books at £16. 7. 11., 
and in the patronage of the Crown; present net 
income £200, with a glebe-house, and glebe land 
valued at £15 per annum. The church, dedicated 
to St Cadwaladr, was founded or built by Cadwaladr, 
the last of the Welsh kings of Britain, in 650, and 
is an elegant structure, 52 feet long and 16 wide, 
containing about 60 sittings, half of which are free, 
and consisting of a nave and chancel, with a north 
and south transept, called respectively the Bodorgaa 
and Bodowen chapels, of more recent erection than 
the rest of the edifice, and in the purest character of 
the later style of English architecture. The Bodor- 
gan chapel, forming Uie north transept, was originally 
built by Richard Meyrick, Esq., in 1640, and rebuilt 
in 1801, in a style of inferior beauty, which exhibits 
a striking contrast to that of Bodowen, constituting 
the south transept, which was erected by Anne, 
widow of Colonel Hugh Owen, of Bodowen, in 1661. 
This last, in the beauty of its style and the richness 
of its details, is one of the most elegant specimens 
of ecclesiastical architecture in North Wales; the 
windows, two of which are large and in the perpen- 
dicular style, though partly divested of the richly 
stained glass with which they were originally em- 
bellishecC are still strikingly beautiful. The window 
of the chancel is of elegant design, and was for- 
merly enriched with brilliant stained glass, inserted 
at the expense of Meyric ab Llewelyn ab Hwlkyn, 
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in 1535, as' appears by an inscription below the 
figures; though greatly mutilatea, there is still 
enough of the original glass remaining to bear tes- 
timony to its pristine beauty. On the lintel of the 
south door of the church is a rude inscription, which 
has been decyphered thus : — catamanvs rex sapi- 

ENTIS8IMVS OPINATISSIMVS OMNIVM REGVM. Cata- 

manus was grandfather of Cadwaladr, and is said to 
have been buried in Bardsey Island ; but the learned 
author of the ^' Mona Antiqua Resiaurata," is of 
opinion that his remains were finally deposited here 
by Cadwaladr, who, perhaps, erected the church 
over his grave, and on that account invested it with 
the privilege of sanctuary. About three-quarters of 
a mile to l£e south of the church are the ruins of the 
ancient chapel of Llanveirian, which appeaiji to have 
been originally a parish church, and afterwards a 
chapel, having been finally suffered to fall into decay, 
about the year 1775. The present rector has caused 
the cemetery to be indosea with a stone wall, and 
some yew trees to be planted within the area, mark** 
ingthe site of the ancient edifice. 

There is a place of worship for Independents, in 
which also is held a Sunday school, attended by 
about 90 children, who are instructed gratuitously* 
A National school has been established in the ad- 
joining parish of Trevdraeth, jnto which children of 
this place also are admissible : a suitable building, 
capable of receiving 150 children, was erected for 
its use in 1823; and there are at present 70 chil- 
dren in the school, which is supported by the gentry' 
and clergy, aided *by small payments from the pa- 
rents. Mrs. Clara Meyrick left, in 1826, the interest 
of £227. 5. 5. three per cent, consols., to be expended 
in clothing for the poor at Christmas; and her 
grand-daughters, Mary Fuller and Clara Tapps, be- 
queathed, m 1831, a sum of £100 each, in tne same 
stock, the dividends to be applied in a similar man- 
ner ; but those charities, though placed in the names 
of the above parties, in fact emanated from the bene* 
volence of Mrs. Fuller, the mother of the latter 
ladies, and the daughter of the first named. Sir Hugh 
Owen, of Bodowen, Bart, bequeathed a rent- charge 
of £2, and Owen Jones, of Marian, one of lO^., both 
of which are distributed in small sums among the 
poor generally after Christmas. A grant of £5 by 
Griffith Williams, vested in the hands of the churcli^ 
wardens has been lost to the poor. In 1728, the 
sum of £30 was beaueathed by Mary Maurice, 
spinster, to be laid out in land by the owner of Pant- 
gl^ Issa, and the produce to be distributed by him 
and the churchwaraens, at Christmas, among six of 
the poorest parishioners; this, with the interest of 
£10, left by Thomas Humphreys, in 1731, is dis* 
pensed on the 1st of January in every year. 

LLANGADWALODR, county of Denbigh. 
— See Llancadwaladr. 

LLANGAFO (LLAN-GAFFO), a parish, in 
the union of Carnarvon, hundred of Menai, county 
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of Anglesey, North Wales, 5 miles (n. w. by n.) 
from Carnarvon ; containing 1*39 inhabitants. This 
parish derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St Caffo, who flourished in this part of 
Wales about the middle of the sixth century. It is 
situated on the road leading from Newborough to 
the great Holyhead road, and which crosses it a 
little to the south-east of Llangevni ; and is bounded 
on the north and north-west by the parish of Trev- 
draeth, which is separated from it by the Malltraeth 
river, on the soutn-west and west by the parishes 
of Llangeinwen and Newborough, and on the east 
and south-east by that of Llanidan. It compre- 
hends an extensive tract of land, of which a large 
portion is marshy, some part hilly, and the remain- 
der inclosed, and in a fair state of cultivation. In 
1790, an act of parliament was obtained for more 
effectually embanking the marshes called Malltraeth 
and Cors Ddeugae, under the provisions of which two 
hundred and thirty acres were allotted to the several 
owners of property in this parish. The arable land 
comprises by admeasurement 1007 acres, and the 

[>asture 504; the soil is in general fertile, and the 
ower grounds afford excellent pasturage for cattle : 
the surrounding scenery, though pleasingly varied, 
is not distinguished by any peculiarity of feature, 
but the higher grounds afford some fine views over 
the adjacent country. About half a mile from the 
church is situated the ancient mansion of Dinam, 
the residence for a very long period of the ancestors 
of the Rev. Richard Fritchard, rector of Llanvair- 
Pwllgwyngyll and Llandysillio, ' who now occu- 
pies It. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the 
rectory of Llangeinwen ; and the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £*205, subject to rates, 
averaging £6 per annum. The church, a small 
ancient edifice, situated on an eminence overlook- 
ing the Malltraeth marsh, is appropriately fitted up 
for the performance of divine service, and contains 
about 120 sittings, of which 80 are free, but is not 
distinguished by any architectural details of import- 
ance. Many poor children of the parish attend the 
Sunday school held in the Calvinistic Methodists' 
chapel on the borders of the neighbouring parish of 
Llangeinwen. Some small charitable donations have 
been made at various times, the principal of which 
are, a bequest, in 1623, of a rent-charge of 5'2s, to be 
distributed every alternate Sunday in bread, by Lewis 
Owen, Esg. of Twickenham, payable out of tne lands 
of Dinam in this parish ; and two benefactions, one of 
£*20 by the Rev. Thomas Holland, and another of 
£10 by Owen Cadwallader, the interest of both 
which sums, together with 5^. from some other be- 
quest, is paid Dv Holland Griffith, Esq. of Berw, 
and distributed in small sums at Christmas among 
such poor as receive no parochial aid. Two gold 
coins of the Emperor Constantine, in a good state 
of preservation, were found near the church, in the 
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year 1829; and several silver and copper coins of 
that and other emperors have been discovered. 

LLANGAIN (LLAN-GAIN), a parish, in the 
higher division of the hundred of Derll^s, union 
and county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 4 
miles (s. s. w.) from Carmarthen ; containing 403 
inhabitants. This parish is beautifully situated on 
the north bank of the river Towy, which is here 
navigable for ships of considerable burthen ; and 
comprises a large extent of arable and pasture land, 
inclosed and in a good state of cultivation. The 
soil is extremely favourable to the growth of com, 
of which great quantities are raised of a quality not 
surpassed by that of any other part of the princi- 
pality ; and the surrounaing scenery is richly diver- 
sified, the views comprehending a portion of the 
beautiful Vale of Towy, with the ivy-mantled ruins 
of Green Castle overhanging the river, and other 
picturesque and pleasing features. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with £800 royal bounty ; 
net income, £85 ; patron and impropriator, F. Blud- 
worth, Esq., whose tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £55. 18. The church, dedicated to 
St Synin, is a neat edifice, occupying the summit 
of a lofty eminence above the Vale of Towy, which 
commands varied and extensive prospects over the 
surrounding country and the bay or Carmarthen. 
About 25 children are instructed in a day school at 
the expense of their parents ; and 60 in a Sunday 
school gratuitously. Leland, describing the remains 
of Green Castle, says, "four miles from Llanste- 
phan, on the same ripe, is a place or cliffe called 
Green Castle, where ships used to lie at anchor f* to 
which Camden adds, " it is also called Castle Mole, 
and supposed to be the Humphreys Castle of Dr. 
Powel, and built by Uchtred, Prince of Merioneth, 
A. D. 1138." 

* LLANGAMMARCH (LLAN-GAM- 
MARCH), a parish, in the union and hundred of 
BuiLTH, county of Brecknock, South Wales, 
9 miles (w. s. w) from Builth, on the road to Llan- 
dovery ; comprising the townships of Penbyallt and 
Tr^vll^s, and containing 1062 inhabitants. The 
western and southern parts of this parish are moun- 
tainous, and in some places the soil is boggy ; but 
the country adjacent is, notwithstanding, rar from 
being unproductive ; and much stately and valuable 
timber is found in the vicinity. On descending into 
the Vale of Llangammarch from the Eppynt rlills, 
the north side of which is steep, and in some places 
even precipitous, the prospect is both luxuriant and 

ticturesque, commanding a view of the Irvon from 
Jancamddwr to the influx of the river Dulas, through- 
out which part of its course its banks are finely 
wooded. The village is situated on the river Irvon, 
a powerful stream which flows into the Wye near 
Builth, and on the turnpike-road from that town to 
Llandovery. A small manufacture of fine flannel, 
employing only about a dozen persons, is carried on : 
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the rateable annual valae of the whole parish is £29459 
of which sum £1290 has been returned for the town- 
ship of Penbyallt, and £1655 for that of Tr^vllys. 

Llangammarch forms a prebend in the collegiate 
church of Christ at Brecknock, rated in the king's 
books at £27, and belonging to the Bishop of St 
David's, as Treasurer of the College, to which office 
the great tithes are appropriated. The Kvinff is a 
discharged vicarage, with the perpetual curacies of 
Llanwrtyd and Llanddewi- Abergwessin annexed, 
rated in the king's books at £d. 14. 5., and in the 
patronage of the Bishop ; present net incomey £209. 
The churchy dedicated to St Cammarch, is situated 
on a projecting rock between the rivers Irvon and 
Cammarch, and consists only of a nave and chancel, 
in a very dilapidated condition : it was formerly much 
larger, even within the memory of man, having an 
aisle, which, becoming ruinous, was taken down, 
and never rebuilt The Welsh Calvinistic Metho- 
dists have two places of worship, one of which, situ- 
ated at Cevn Llanddewi, is endowed with a tene- 
.rnent called Pen-Uech-vach, in this parish, purchased 
by subscription among the congregation, and now 
let for £5 per annum to one of their own sect. 
Margaret JoneSy by will dated May 22nd, 1782, be- 
queathed the leversion of £400 tliree per cent an- 
nuities, on the death of Harriet, wife of John Ro- 
botham, of Hampstead, in the county of Middlesex, 
then upwards oi sixty years of age, to the curate, 
churchwardens, and overseers of Llangammarch, in 
trust for the establishment and endowment of a free 
school, and also the reversion, on the death of the 
same party, of £200, the interest to be applied in 
clothing old persons; £50, the interest to be em- 
ployed in clothing young people ; and £50, the in- 
terest to be appropriated for an annual feast to the 
trustees. Mr. Hugh Perry, of Brecknock, in 1730, 
charged a tenement with the payment of twenty 
shilhngs annually, after the decease of his daughter, 
to be distributed among the poor of the parish ; but 
it is not now paid. In the township of Trevllys 
about 20 children are instructed in a day school at 
the expense of their parents ; and in Penbyallt are 
two Sunday schools, in which the Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodists gratuitously teach 280 persons. 

Near the ancient mansion of Caerau is a circular 
artificial mounts two hundred and forty feet in cir- 
cumference, and eighteen feet high, supposed to 
have been the site either of an ancient British or a 
Roman fortress ; but, as there are neither any re- 
mains of the walls nor of the fosse, it is impossible 
to ascertain its exact origin : no Roman coins, nor 
any antiquities of that people, have ever been dis- 
covered here ; but, from its situation, it is not un- 
likely to have been the site of a watch-tower on the 
Roman road from Carmarthen to the station at 
Cwm, in the county of Radnor. James Hawely a 
voluminous writer and eccentric wanderer, author 
of the ** Epistolse HoeliansB," the *< Lexicon Tetra- 
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glotton," " Londinopolis," " Dodona's Grove," and 
other works, was bom at Cevn-Br^n, in the parish, 
as was also his elder brother. Dr. Thomas Howell 
Bishop of Bristol : their £Either was curate of Llan- 
gammarch from 1576 to 1631. Theophiltts EvanSf 
author of several theological and other works, re- 
sided in the parish, of which he was vicar for many 
years : his first publication, entitled *^ Pwyll y Pa- 
der," appeared in 1739, and contained a comment 
on the Lord's Prayer, in several sermons written in 
the Welsh language; in the same year he printed 
his " Dr^ch y Priv Oesoedd," a brief history of the 
Britons, a work more read and admired in South 
Wales than any published in the vernacular lan- 

iruage, and in 1752 he published, in the English 
anguage, a ** History of the Modern Enthusiasm." 
He was a learned antiquary, and a man of great 
piety and benevolence, and devoted to study all the 
time which was not employed in the performance of 
his pastoral duties : being for many years afflicted 
with a scrofulous complaint, he was the first to dis- 
cover the medicinal virtues, in such disorders, of the 
mineral waters in the neighbouring parish of Llan- 
wrtyd, an account of which he published. In 1763, 
he resigned the living of Llangammarch in favour of 
his son-in-law, the father of the late Theophilus Jonesj 
Esq.y the historian of the county of Brecknock, who 
was born in the parish : this gentleman's history of 
his native county evinces extensive acquirements, 
and great industry and perseverance; he died at 
Brecknock, but was buried at Llangammarch. 

LLANGAN (LLAN-GAN), a parish, in the 
union of Narberth, chieHy in the lower division of 
the hundred of Derll^s, county of Carmarthen, 
but partly in the hundred of Dungleddy, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 16 miles (w.) from Car- 
marthen ; containing 640 inhabitants, of which num- 
ber, 603 are in the Carmarthenshire, and the remain- 
der in the Pembrokeshire, portion. On the banks 
of the Taf, in this parish, anciently stood the famous 
T^ Gw^n ar Daf, or **the White House on the 
Taf," an occasional residence of Hywel Dda, sove- 
reign of all Wales, who, about the year 940, con- 
voked at tJiis place a grand national council, for the 
purpose of compiling and enacting the code of laws 
which has given so much celebrity to his reign, and 
which are still known as " the laws of Hywel the 
Good." In order to add great solemnity to this con- 
vocation, and to implore the divine wisidom to assist 
their counsels, the king remained here with his whole 
court during Lent, in the constant exercise of prayer 
and other acts of devotion. Soon after the destruc- 
tion of the monastery of Bangor-Iscoed, in North 
Wales, and the slaughter and dispersion of the bre- 
thren of that extensive establishment by the North- 
umbrian Saxons, a religious society was settled at this 
place, under the auspices of Paulinus, son of Urien 
Keged, a disciple of St Germaiius, in which originat- 
ed the abbey of Albalanda, or Whitland, afterwards 
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erected near the site, and called by the Welsh, after 
the name of the former institution, T^ Gwyn ar 
Daf, « the White House on the Taf." According to 
some historians, this establishment, which was for 
brethren of the Cistercian order^ was founded by 
Rh^s ab Tewdwr, Prince of South Wales, in the 
reign of William the Conqueror ; but Bishop Tanner, 
witii more probability, ascribes it to Bernard, Bishop 
of St David's, who presided over that see from 
1115 to 1147. It is related in the Welsh annals, 
that Cadwaladr, brother of Owain Gwynedd, Prince 
of North Wales, during the disputes which arose 
between him and his nephews, the sons of Owain, 
entrusted the custody of his newly erected castle of 
Cynvael to the abbot of Ty Gwyn ar Daf, who de- 
fended it with obstinate valour against the assaults 
of the young princes by whom it was besieged. 
After a determined resistance, protracted till the 
walls of the castle were beaten down, and the whole 
of the garrison either slain or wounded, the abbot 
effected his escape from the ruins, through the 
assistance of some friends in the cainp of the enemy, 
and retired into his monastery. The monastery, 
which was dedicated to St Mary, and had an esta- 
blishment of eight monks, continued to flourish till 
the dissolution, at which time its revenue was esti- 
mated at £153. 17. 2.; and its site was granted, in 
the 36th of Henry VIIL, to Henry Audley and 
John Cordel. 

The parish is pleasantly situated on the river 
Taf, and intersected by the old Whitland road from 
Carmarthen to Haverfordwest; it comprehends a 
large tract of arable and pasture land, the whole of 
which, with a very small exception, is inclosed and 
in a good state of cultivation. The soil is fertile, 
and the surrounding scenery agreeably diversified, 
and in many parts nighly picturesque. The rate- 
able annual value of the hamlet of Llangan, situated 
in Pembrokeshire, is returned at £210. The parish 
constitutes a prebend in the cathedral church of St. 
David% valued in the king's books at £7, and in the 
gift of the Bishop of St David's. The living is a 
ciischarged vicarage, rated in the king's books at £3, 
and endowed with £400 royal bounty, and £1200 
parliamentary grant ; present net income, £86 ; 
patron, the Bisliop. The tithes of the parish are 
divided between the prebendary and the vicar, the 
former of whom has two-thirds^ and the latter one- 
third : a part of it, which anciently belonged to the 
abbey, is tithe-free. The church, dedicated to St 
Canna, is a neat modern edifice, rebuilt in the year 
1820, and consisting of a nave and chancel, the 
former erected by a parochial rate, and the latter at 
the expense of the lessee of the prebendal tithes. 
There are two Sunday schools, in which 110 children 
are taught gratuitously by the dissenters. The ex- 
isting remains of the abbey are very inconsiderable, 
serving only to point out the site, in a sequestered 
valley sheltered by groves of stately growth, to the 
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right of tlie present turnpike-road from St Clear's 
to Narberth. Of the royal palace of T^ Gwyn, 
which was comparatively a small building, designed 
chiefly for a hunting-seat, no vestiges at present are 
discernible. 

LLANGAN (LLAN-GANNA), a parish, in 
the union of Bridgend and Cowbridge, hundred 
of Ogmore, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
3^ miles (n. w. by w.) from Cowbridge; containing 
288 inhabitants. The parish, which comprises by the 
last admeasurement rather more than eleven hundred 
acres, i» on the north separated by the river Ewenny 
from the parish of Coychureh, and on the north-east 
by a rivulet, called the Canna, from that of St. 
Mary Hill : at the western end of it is situated the 
village of Treos. Its surface is rather flat, and its 
northern boundary is subject to inundation ; the soil 
is fertile, and in some parts argillaceous, and inter- 
mingled with fragments of the nmestone which forms 
the substratum ; the entire parish consists of rich 
arable and pasture land. The limestone is worked 
to a considerable extent, as also was formerly the 
lead-ore found imbedded in it; but the latter is now 
neglected. The valuable mine of Tewgoed, now ex- 
hausted, was on an east and west vein, called, from 
the colour of its contents, ^*the red vein," which 
was joined obliquely from the north-west by three 
others, called ^^ blue veins :" at the junction of each 
of the latter with the former was a body of rich steel* 
grained ore, but that of the blue veins was galena, 
or laminar potters' ore. The court leet of the manor 
is held by the Earl of Clarendon and the Earl of 
Dunraven, alternately. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £12. 16. 0^., and in the alternate 

etronage of the Earl of Clarendon and the Earl of 
unraven ; present net income, £244 : the glebe 
contains about 60 acres of good land, with a glebe- 
house ; and the tithes have bMeen commuted for a rent- 
charge of £152. 10., subject to rates, averaging £26 
per annum. The church, a small neat edifice, is 
dedicated to St. Canna, tl>e mother of St. Crallo; 
the latter founded Coychureh, and was nephew of 
St Illtyd, the founder of Lantwit-M^jor. In the 
churchyard is the stone head of a cross, sculptured, 
like those at Coychureh and Lantwit, within a circle, 
and which, although it bears no legible inscription, is 
considered, from those upon the latter, to have been 
erected in the fifth century, by Samson, pupil and 
successor of St llltutos in the college of Lantwit, to 
the honour of his patron and master. In front of 
the church is a fine cross, in the early style of Eng- 
lish architecture, with an elegant shaft rising from a 
pedestal which is ascended by four steps, and orna- 
mented in the capital with nnely sculptured repre- 
sentations of the Nativity, Baptism, Transfiguration, 
Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension, of our 
Saviour : this cross escaped the destruction to which, 
during the usurpation of Cromwell^ these relics of 
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the religion of our ancestors were comraooly de» 
voted, as monuments of superstition, by the parlia- 
mentarian commissioners, both in the principality 
and in England. ' There is a place of worship for 
Presbyterians. About 40 children are taught in a 
day school, at the expense of their parents; and 50 
CTatuitously in a Sunday school, by members of the 
Independent denomination. A sum of £3. 15., is 
distributed at Whitsuntide among such poor as re- 
ceive no parochial relief, and is the proouce of the 
following charities ; namely, a bequest of £10 by 
Florence Rees, in 1781, and two others of £15 and 
£5 by Margaret Davids, and an unknown donor, 
respectively, which sums were expended in repairs 
of the church, though the interest continues to be 
paid from the parish rates ; the moiety of the rent 
of a cottage and two pasture fields, in St. Mary Hill 
parish, Yielding £4 per annum, bequeathed by Ed- 
ward Thomas, in 1778; and lastly the interest of £ 1 0, 
bequeathed by Lewis Thomas, in 1797: it appears 
also that Mrs. Mary Powell gave £100, the proceeds 
of which are applied to the same purpose. 

LLANGANTEN (LLAN-GANTEN), a 
parish, in the union and hundred of Builth, county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 2 miles (w.) from 
Builth ; containing 177 inhabitants. This place has 
obtained a melancholy celebrity from the death of 
the gallant Llewelyn ab Grufydd, prince of North 
Wales, and the last independent sovereign of that 
country, who, after the brilliant success whi^ attended 
his arms at the straits of Menai, came to his castle at 
Aberedwy, near Builth, to hold a conference with 
the chieftains of this dbtrict. While at this place, 
he was surprised by the unexpected arrival of an 
English army under the command of Sir Edmund 
Mortimer and John Giifard, who had obtained intel- 
ligence of his movements, and was compelled to 
make a hftsty retreat to Builth, in the hope ^f find- 
ing security in the castle of that place till he could 
organize his forces to repube the enemy. But be- 
ing denied entrance into the castle by the garrison, 
Jie advanced westward for nearly three miles up the 
vale of the Irvon, and crossed the river a little oelow 
the church of Llanynis, by a bridge called Pont-y- 
Coed, intending either to return into North Wales 
through Llanganten, Llanaven-Vawr, and Llao- 
wrthwl, and thence into Montgomeryshire, or pro- 
bably to join his friends in the counties of Carmar- 
then and Pembroke, against whom Edward had sent 
an army under Oliver de Dyneham. Having passed 
the Irvon, he stationed the few troops that accom- 
panied him on the north bank of the river, where 
the ground being higher and more precipitous than 
on the opposite side, and also covered with wood, a 
few men might defend the bridge against very supe- 
rior numbers. In this situation he preserved a com- 
munication with the whole of Brecknockshire, and, 
relying upon the impracticability of passing the river 
during the winter season) he watted for reinforce- 
27 



ments firom the west The English forces, who, in 
consequence of this delays came up with Llewelyn, 
having made some fruitless attempts to obtain pos- 
session of the bridge, would probably have been 
compelled to abandon the pursuit, had not Sir Elias 
Walwyn discovered a place where the river was 
fordable, at some little distance, where a detach- 
ment of the English army, having crossed the river, 
unexpectedly attacked Llewelyn's forces in the rear, 
and easily defeated them. Llewelyn, either during 
the pursuit^ or while watching the movements of the 
main body of the English army, which still remained 
on the opposite bank of the river, was attacked and 
slain in a small dell in this parish, about two hundred 
yards from the scene of action, by Adam de Frano- 
ton, who plunged a spear into his body, and imme- 
diately joined in pursuit of the fleeing enemy. On 
his return from the pursuit, probably' in search of 
plunder, he discovered that the person whom he had 
wounded, and who was still alive, was the Prince of 
Wales, and on stripping him, found a letter in cypher 
and his privy seal concealed upon his person. £lated 
with this discovery, Francton immediately cut off his 
head, and sent it as an acceptable present to the Eng-r 
lish king, then at Aberconway* The body of the 
unfortunate prince was dragged by the soldiers to the 
spot where the road from Buuth now divides into two 
branches, one leading to Llanavan, and the other to 
Llangammarch, and there interred. The dell in 
which he was killed is to this day called Cwm Llew- 
elyn, or <^ Llewelyn's dingle," and tlie spot where 
lie was interred, Cevn Bedd Llewelyn, or ^^the 
ridge of the grave of Llewelyn," by which name the 
village at that place is known. 

The parish, situated on the road leading from 
Llandovery to Builtli, is bounded on the south by 
the river Irvon, which divides it from the parish of 
LUnynis, and on the north by the Whevri; and 
comprises by computation 2800 acres, of which about 
580 are arable, Uie same number pasture, and an 
equal quantity meadow and woodland ; the soil is in 
general light and gravelly, and the surface, though 
not hilly, considerably undulated: of the rateable 
annual mue, the return is £707. The surrounding 
scenery is pleasingly varied, and, though not dis- 
tinguished by any striking peculiarity of feature, is 
agreeably enlivened by the streams which nearly 
circumscribe the parish, and the banks of which are 
in many places richly clothed with wood: Kilmeri, 
in the parish, was formerly a place of some note, but 
time has changed it into a common farm-house. The 
living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 
royal bounty; net inoome, £64; patron and appro- 
priator. Prebendary of Llandarog, in the Collegiate 
Church of Brecknock : about four acres of glebe 
land are attached to the living, but there is no par- 
sonage-house. The church, dedicated, according to 
some authorities, to St. Catherine, and to others, to 
St. Canten, from which latter the parish is supposed 
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to derive its name, is a small edifice, situated in a 
narrow dell near the south bank of the river Whevri; 
it contains no monuments, and is distinguished by 
no architectural details of importance. About 25 
children are instructed at the expense of their parents 
in a day school, which is kept only four months in 
the year ; and 85 in a Sunday school, supported by 
subscription. The sums of x2. 10. to the poor, and 
ten shillings to the minister for preaching a sermon, 
are paid annually at Christmas, arising either from 
the estates of Rees Price, Esq., or from those of 
William Price, Esq., who died in 1718. Mrs. 
Parry, in 1721, bequeathed a rent-charffe of twenty 
shillings, issuing from a tenement in toe parish of 
Llanthetty, to be paid to the poor of this parish on 
the Thursday before Easter, with power to distrain 
in the event of non-payment On a promontory 
formed by an angle of the river Irvon, not far from 
its junction with the Wye, and occupying; a strong 
situation on the bank of the former stream, is a mound 
of earth, surrounded by a moat, and nearly circum- 
scribed by the winding of the river ; this fortification 
is called Castell Caerberis, but there are no records 
either of its origin or its history. A mineral spring, 
of which the water is strongly impregnated with sul- 

?hur, was discovered in 1831, on the banks of the 
i^hevri ; it is covered when the water of the river is 
high, which circumstance may account for its having 
remained so long unnoticed. The soil in its imme- 
diate vicinity is clayey, and the substratum is com- 
posed of rotten clay slate, which, on the banks of the 
river, contains nodules or balls nearly circular, vary- 
ing from four to twelve inches in diameter, in which, 
when broken, are found specimens of spar. 

LLANGAR,orLLANGAER (LLAN-GAR), 
a parish, in the union of Corwen, hundred of Edeyr- 
NioN, county of Merioneth, North Wales, 1 mile 
(s. w.) from Corwen; containing 250 inhabitants. 
The name of this place, signifying ^* the church of 
the camp," is most probably derived from an ancient 
fortification which formerly occupied the summit of 
a hill called Carn W^n, in the immediate vicinity of 
the church, and of which there are still some ves- 
tiges, though nothing is known of its origin or his- 
tory. The parish is pleasantly situated liear the con- 
fluence of the rivers Dee and Alwen^ and on the 
turnpike-road from Corwen to Bala; it comprises 
about thirteen hundred acres of inclosed arable and 
pasture land, and an extensive tract of common and 
waste, producing abundance of peat, which is the 
principal fuel of the inhabitants. The surrounding 
scenery is agreeably diversified with lofty hills and 
pleasing vales. The living is a discharged rectory, 
rated in the king's books at £5. 7. 11.; patron, 
Bishop of St. Asaph: the tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £233. 4., subject to rates, 
averaging £8 per annum ; and there is a glebe of 
six acres. The church, dedicated to All Saints, is a 
neat ancient edifice, in the early style of English 
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architecture. Five children of this place are eligible 
for gratuitous instruction in the school at the village 
of Cynwyd, in the parish of Gwy^delwern, under the 
will of Hugh Roberts, who bequeathed a sum of 
money for the support of that school, in 1807 ; and 
two poor women are fully clothed annually by 
Colonel Vaughan, of Rug, under Mrs. Lumley Sa- 
lesbury's charity, at Couwen. 

LLANGASTY-TALYLLtN (LLAN- 
GASTY-TAL-Y^LLtN), a parish, in the hun- 
dred of Pencelly, union and county of Breck- 
nock, South Wales, 6^ miles (e. s. e.) from 
Brecknock ; containing 163 inhabitants. The name 
of this parish is derived from the dedication of its 
church to St Gasty, or Gastayn, an eminent British 
saint, who flourished in the fifth century, and is said 
to have been preceptor to Cynog, son of Brychan, 
who was murdered on the Van mountain, in the 
parish of Merthyr- Cynog ; and its distinguishing 
adjunct is descriptive of its situation in front of the 
beautiful lake called Savaddan, ■ on the banks of 
which the church is agreeably placed. The manor 
was granted by Bernard >fewmarch to Reginald 
Walbeoffe, and, after successively passing to the 
several families of Williams, Parry, and Davies, was, 
with the exception of the advowson of the living, 
sold by the last to Philip Champion Crespigny, E^., 
from whom it passed to his descendant, Charles Fox 
Champion Crespigny, Esq., and has recently been 

Purchased by the present proprietor. Major James 
Vice G Wynne Holford, of Buckland. The surface 
of the parish, which comprises by computation about 
one thousand five hundred and forty acres, is partly 
hilly, and partly flat: the only river is the small 
stream of the Llynvi, but witnin the parish is in- 
cluded a considerable portion of Llyn Savaddan. 
From the summit of a long dorsal eminence, called 
Gallt yr f^gair, partly in this parish, and partly in 
that of Llansantfraid, and which, from the imperfect 
remains of fortifications still visible, appears to have 
been occupied as a military post, is obtained a most 
magnificent prospect, which though less extensive 
than that from the Beacons, is infinitely more pleas- 
ing, and combines a richer variety of beautiful fea- 
tures. On the south it embraces the picturesque 
Vale of Usk, with the frequent windings of the river, 
of which the banks are richly clothed with verdure ; 
on the west the town of Brecknock, with the adja- 
cent country, skirted in the distance by Bwlch 
Aberbran ; on the north the mansions and grounds 
of Pont-y-Wall and Trephilip, and the country about 
Talgarth, with the Radnorshire hills in the back 
ground ; and at the foot of the eminence is the beau- 
tiful lake of Savaddan, or Llangorse Mere, on the 
banks of which are4he church and village of Llan- 
gorse, the church of Cathedine, the church of Llan- 
gasty-Talyll^n, and the picturesque ruins of Blaen- 
Hyvni Castle, and at the distance of rather more 
than half a mile from the western extremity of the 
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lake 19 the beautiful village of Llanvibangel-Taly- 
ll^n. The soil is generally light and gravelly, except 
near the margin of the lake, where it is rather wet 
and heavy. The high road from Liondon to Breck- 
nock, through Crickhowel, passes close by the south- 
western extremity of the parish ; the rateable annual 
value of which has been i'eturned at £161 1. The 
living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £4. 18. 9. ; patron. Rev. Richard Davies : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£260, and there is a glebe of six acres. The church 
is a dark, ancient, and decayed edifice, with a tower 
of more modern erection, containing four bells, beau- 
tifully situated on the margin of the lake ; the interior 
IS particularly well pewed, and the steps leading to the 
old rood-loft are still remaining. A day school of 
25, and a Sunday school of 30, children of both sexes, 
commenced in 1830, are supported by the rector. 

LLANGATHEN (LLAN-GATHAN), a 
parish, in the union of Llandilo-Vawr, lower 
division of the hundred of Cathinog, county of 
Carmarthen, South Wales, 4 miles ^w. by s.) 
from Llandilo-Vawr; containing 1108 innabitants. 
This parish is delightfully situated in a fertile dis- 
^trict of considerable extent, celebrated for the rich- 
ness and the diversitv of its scenery ; and is bounded 
on the north by the parish of Llanvihangel-Cil- 
vargen, on the east by those of Llandeveyson and 
Llandilo-Vawr, on the west by that of Lanegwad, 
and on the south by Llanvihangel-Aberbythic, from 
which it is separated by the river Towy, which winds 
gpracefully through the beautiful vale of the same 
name. It comprises by admeasurement 5513 acres, 
of which 1873 are arable, 3400 meadow and pasture, 
and, by computation, 240 woodland and roads ; the 
soil is m general clayey, and the cultivation of wheat, 
barley, and oats, with the rearing of cattle, forms the 
principal employment of the farmers. The parish, 
the surface of which is undulated, derives its chief 
attraction from the enchanting Vale of the Towy, 
which extends for upwards of thirty miles in length, 
comprehending every variety of scenery, and em- 
bracing some of the most interesting and magni- 
ficent views to be found in the principality. The 
village, situated on the turnpike-road from Carmar- 
then through Aberg^illy to Llandilo-Vawr, has a 
cheerful appearance, and is much enlivened by the 
number of travellers passing through it; and the 
environs abound with richly wooded eminences and 
luxuriant plantations, belonging to numerous elegant 
villas and noble mansions, which derive from tlieir 
situation a pleasingly picturesque appearance. 

Near the margin of^ the Towy, the finest river in 
South Wales, is Grongar Hill, celebrated by the 
poet Dyer, and one of the most interesting objects 
m the vale, out of which it rises to a very considera- 
ble elevation : under the shelter of a black thorn, 
which is still remaining on its summit. Dyer is said 
to have composed his beautifully descriptive poem. 
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From this spot is obtained the most enchanting pros- 
pect over tne whole vale, through which the river is 
sometimes seen boldly sweeping round the base of 
some of the abrupt eminences for which the scenery 
is distinguished, and at others intercepted from the 
view by the projection of similar elevations, which 
rise in various parts of the vale. The hills on both 
sides are richly clothed with thriving plantations, 
chiefly of oak and fir, ornamented with stately man- 
sions, and pleasingly varied with scattered villages 
of rural and picturesque appearance. This beautiful 
spot comprises two valuable farms, the property of 
Walter Philipps, Esq., of Abergldmey, one of the 
most ancient and spacious seats in this part of the 
principality, and memorable as the early residence, 
if not the birthplace, of the poet, who, in his poem 
of the ^< Country Walk," alludes to its pleasant 
situation beneath ^^ Grongar Hill." Sir Rice Rudd, 
Bart., formerly proprietor of this estate, conveyed 
by deed to the proprietor of Aberglasney £25 per 
annum, in trust for a charity founded in the town of 
Carmarthen by Bishop Rudd and his widow ; and in 
the event of the proprietor of Aberglfisney refusing 
to act, the owner of the Golden Grove estate, the 
Bishop and Chancellor of the diocese of St David's, 
and the mayor and recorder of Carmarthen, are ap- 
pointed trustees. In this parish also is Court Henry^ 
the property and residence of the Rev. George Wade 
Green, who has enlarged and greatly improved the 
mansion ; and on the elevated ground immediately 
behind, commanding one of the most beautiful pros- 
pects in the county, has at his own expense erected 
for the accommodation of his family and the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood, a church, consisting of a 
nave, capable of holding 150 persons, and a gallery, 
in which is placed an excellent organ. Court Henry 
is supposed to have derived its name, according to 
some writers, from its having been the residence of 
Henry VH., who, while Earl of Richmond, is said 
to have occasionally held his court here, but with 

Sreater probability from Henry ab Gwilym, whose 
aughter married Sir Rh^s ab Thomas. It is plea- 
santly situated, the adjacent grounds partaking of 
the general character of the scenery which prevails 
throughout this highly interesting part of^ South 
Wales. The present proprietor of Abergiftsney has 
recently erected a neat and comfortable inn for the 
accommodation of visiters, who are attracted by 
the luxuriant and magnificent prospects for which 
the situation is celebrated, or by the remains of 
antiquity found in the vicinity. The other seats are, 
Havodnethyn, Br^nhavod, and Bridshill. Lime- 
stone exists in great abundance, and lead-ore is fre- 
quently obtained in small quantities. Fairs are held 
on April 16th and September 22nd, and at Drysl- 
wyn on July 1st and August 13th. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £6. 13. 4., and encbwed with £200 
parliamentary g^nt ; patron and appropriator. Bishop 
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of Chester : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £390^ of which £260 are payable to 
the Bishop, subject to rates, averaging £5. 6. 8., and 
£130 to the vicar, also subject to rates, an)ounting to 
£2. 13. 4. per annum. The churchy dedicated to 
St. Cathan, and standing on a lofty eminence, ac- 
commodating 400 persons with sittings, of which the 
larger part are free, contains a stately monument to 
the memory of Bishop Rudd and his lady, whose 
effigies are finely sculptured. There are two places 
of worship in the parish for Calvinistic Methodists, 
who support two Sunday schools, in which 50 chil« 
dren are instructed gratuitously; and about 20 are 
educated in a day school at the expense of their 
parents. Upwards of 100 children are taught in 
Sunday schools connected with the ^tablishment ; 
and the Rev. Mr. Green maintains ^ Sunday school 
in Court Henry church, attended by about 60 chil*^ 
dren, and also a weekly school of industry, fit bis 
own cost. In 1777, Diones, widow of the Rev. 
Thomas I^loyd, rector of Hornsea, bequeathed 
£400, or sufficient to produce £Vi per annum, in 
the 3 per cent reduced annuities, which she di- 
rected to be distributed among ten poor persons; 
and the vicar accordingly receives and divides it in 
May and November. On Grpngar Hill is a very 
perfect encampment, cpoiprising about eight acres, 
within a quadrilateral area, having two entrances in 
the shorter side of the parallelogram ; and not far 
from it to the west, are the ruins of Dryslwyn Castle, 
crowning the summit of an abrupt hill in the vale ; 
the remains of this castle, which was erected by the 
ancient princes of South Wales, and derived its 
name from its difficulty of access, are very inconsi- 
derable, but nevertheless form an interesting and 
picturesque feature in the landscape. Near the 
church are some very slight vestiges of the ancient 
Cappel Pen Arw ; and within a snort distance is a 
spring, the water of which was forn^erly in high 
reputation for its efficacy in the cure of rheumatism 
and diseases of the eye. 

LLANGATTOCK (LLAN-GATWG), a pa- 
rish, in the union and hundred of Crickhowel, 
county of Brecknock, South Wales, 1 mile 
(s. $. w.) from Crickhowel ; containing 4334 inha- 
bitants. This parish, which forms a part of the 
beautiful Vale of Crickhowel, derives its name from 
the dedication of its church to St Catwg, or Cadoc 
the Wise, an eminent British saint, who nourished in 
the sixth century. It is pleasantly situated on the 
southern bank of the river Usk, and imipediately 
opposite to the town of Crickhowel, with which it is 
connected by a handsome stone bridge of thirteen 
arches, in the centre of which is the point of division 
between the two pi^risbes. On this side of the Usk 
is a turnpike-road leading in a south-easterly direc- 
tion down the vale to Llanelly, where, crossing^ the 
Brecknock and Abergavenny railway, it is continued 
over the river Clydach, by a bridge, and afterwards 
30 



joins the turnpike* road from Abergavenny to Mer- 
thyr : the same road is continued up the vale, towards 
the north-west, through Llaqgynider, Llanthetty, 
and the adjoining parishes, to Brecknock. The 
parish comprises 12,300 acres by computation, of 
which 2500 are arable, 3500 pasture, 300 wood, and 
the remainder mountain and waste. The surround- 
ing scenery is beautifully diversified, and the views 
from the high grounds extend over the picturesque 
Vale of Usk and the adjacent country, abounding 
with objects of interest, and with features of roman- 
tic beauty, among which is the fine and imposing 
contrast supplied between the rugged and lofty rocks 
of Llangattock, and the refreshing verdure of the 
adjacent valley. The soil rests on dry gravel, and 
the chief agricultural produceis hay, wheat, barley, 
and turnips : the rateable annual value of the whoU 
parish, woich consists of the hamlets or parcels of 
Penallt, Prysg, and Killey, has been returned at 
£6649. In uie immediate environs arc several gen- 
tlemen's seats^ among which are Llangattock Park ; 
Glanonney ; Dany Park ; Llanwysc Villa, a hand^ 
some house, built under the superintendence of Mr. 
Nash, by the late Admiral Gell, who, after his re- 
tirement from the naval service, passed the remain- 
der of his days at this place; Llangattock Place, 
formerly the property of Dr. Ford, an eminent phy^- 
sician, and accoucheur to Queen Charlotte, consort of 
George III., who, on discontinuing his practice, re- 
tired to this parish, in which he purchased an estate ; 
Glanusk Park, a handsome mansion in a park beau- 
tifully planted with wood, and well stocked with 
deer, and round which the river Usk winds itself in 
a semicircular form; and Llangattock Court: the 
wood growing on the different estates consists of oak 
and beech, and extensive plantations of young larch. 
The parish is rich in mineral treasure, abounding 
with iron-ore, qoc^, and limestone of excellent (quality. 
On the bank of the river Ebwy Vawr, which separates 
this parish from that of Bedwelty, in the county of 
Monmouth, are the Beaufort ironrworhs^ so called 
from their being established on lands let on lease for 
ninety-nine years by the Duke of Beaufort. At this 
place a furnace for smelting iron-ore was erected by 
Messrs. Kendall, in the year 1780, since which time 
three other furnaces, a forge, and other works have 
been added. Both the ore and the pit coal for work- 
ing it, th^ latter of which is charred into coke upon 
the spot, are obtained contiguous to the works, and 
limestone is found within a short distance. These 
extensive works are now rented under the original 
lessees, Messrs. Kendall, by Joseph and Crawshay 
Bailey, Esqrs., the present proprietors, by whom 
they have been considerably enlarged ; and they 
give employment to nearly 3000 persons. The 
machinery in them is set in motion by steam-engines 
of considerable power; and the mountains in the 
vicinity are intersected in all directions by railways 
and tram-roads, connected with the several deparl- 
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ments of the works. I'he Brecknock and Aberga- 
venny canal, which passes through the parish in its 
course from Llanelly to Llangynider, is continued 
to Brecknock, near which town it communicates with 
the Hay railway, and extends in the opposite direc- 
tion to Pontvmoel, near Pontypool, in the county 
of Monmouth, where it joins the Monmouthshire 
canal. There is also a tram-road and inclined plane 
for conveying limestone from the Darren rocks to 
the oanal : and Messrs. Bailey have recently esta- 
blished a steam-carriage and tram-road for the car- 
riage of coal from their mines in Monmouthshire to 
the wharf near the village of Llaneattock. 

The Kvinff is a rectory, with tae perpetual cura- 
cies of Llanelly and Llangeney united, rated in the 
king's books at £81. 13. 9.; present net income, 
£1128, with a glebe-house; patron, Duke of Beau- 
fort The church is an ancient structure, in the 
decorated style of English architecture, with a re- 
markably strong embattled tower at the west end, 
supposed to have been erected in the reign of Ste- 
phen, ami the ground area of which has lately been 
converted into a commodious and excellent vestry- 
room, and furnished at the sole expense of Joseph 
Bailey, Esq. of Gbmusk Park. It consists of a chan- 
cel, and of two aisles, separated from each other by a 
range of columns and arches, and having originally 
distinct arched roofs of timber, which, being decayed, 
were^ about half a century since, replac^ by one 

Elain flat ceiling, by which alteration the internal 
eauty of the church is greatly impaired, and its ex- 
ternal appearance rendered heavy by the substitution 
of a single covering in place of the original double 
Foof : the ediBce measures 86 feet by 45, and contains 
about 700 sittings, of which some are free. From 
the ^< Liber Uandaverms^** it appears that a church 
was consecrated here about the close of tlie eleventh 
oentury, by Herewald, Bishop of Llandaf, of which 
probably the tower of the present church, apparently 
of more ancient date than the other parts of the edi- 
fice^ is the only portion remaining. In the body of 
the church is a plain stone, inscribed to the memory 
of Dr. Ford, who died in 1795, aged 7a There 
are places of worship for Independents and other 
denominations of dissenters. A day and Sunday 
school belonging to the church is supported by sub- 
scription, and a site has been obtained for two 
new school-rooms to be erected at the expense of J. 
Bailey, Esq. 

On the mountains in the parish are evident traces 
of the manufacture of iron at a very early period, 
most probably by the Romans ; the sites of ancient 
blomertes ' may be easily distinguished by the heaps 
of cinders which are still remaming; and a vicinal 
Roman road leading through the iron mines of Br^n 
Oer, probably to some Roman forges, once situated 
at Llanvyrnach, in the Vale of Usk, may be traced 
at no great distance. The mountain called Camo is 
noticed by Dr. Powell as the scene of a sang^nary 
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conflict that took place, in the year 728, between 
Ethelbald, King of Mercia and Koderic Molwynog, 
Prince of North Wales, in commemoration of whicli 
two large heaps of stones, or *< carnau," were raised, 
from which this eminence derived its name. One of 
these cairns was opened by the late Archdeacon 
Payne, some few years since, when a sepulchral kist 
was found, in which there was no deposite: the 
other had been previously opened by some workmen 
employed to build a lodge for a gamekeeper under 
the lord of the manor. The ancient park of Kille- 
Lan, now called Llangattock Park, was originally of 
great extent, and formed an appendage to the castle 
of Crickhowel, with the lands of which, on the op- 
posite side of the Usk, it was connected by a private 
bridge, which has been long demolished : a great 
flood which happened here, about 60 years ago, by 
carrying away the soil, exposed to view the abut^ 
ments of this bridge : in the upper part of the park 
are some very small remains of a moated building, 
at which place, a neat and elegant shooting-box has 
lately been built for the Duke of Beaufort. In a 
recess of the mountain called Tarren-y-Kille, within 
the liiuestone rock, is a cavern of considerable dimen- 
sions, but of no very singular appearance, called by 
the country people Eiglwys Vaeii, or "the stone 
church." 

Among the incumbents of the parish were two 
successive bishops of Llandaf, namely. Dr. Hugh 
Lloyd, and Dr. Francis Davies. Dr. Lloyd, a native 
of Cardiganshire, and fellow of Jesus' College, Ox- 
ford, havmg become archdeacon of St. David's prior 
to the breaking out of the civil commotions of the 
seventeenth century, was ejected, for his attachment 
to the royal cause, from all hk preferments, by the 
parliamentarians, who, in 1645, seized upon the 
revenue of the church of St. David's; but in 1660 
he was promoted to the see of Llandaf, and restored 
to his archdeaconry of St. David's, which he was 
allowed to hold in commendam : in 1661, be was 
presented to the rectory of this parish, by Henry, 
Lord Herbert of Raglan, Chepstow, and Gower, 
which he also held in commendam : he died in 1 667. 
X)r. Davies^ a native of Glamorganshire, and like- 
wise fellow of Jesus' College, held, at the commence- 
ment of the civil war, the rectory of Llangan, in 
Glamorganshire, from which he was ejected by the 
parliamentarians ; but his piety and exemplary con- 
duct recommended him so rar to some of the leading 
DYen of the age, that he was allowed to retain a fourth 

Eart of the revenue of his rectory for a few years; 
e was afterwards appointed chaplain to the Countess 
of Peterborough, and at the Restoration was re- 
placed in his former preferment, and subsequently 
promoted to the archdeaconry of Llandaf, of which 
see he was made bishop on the death of Dr. Lloyd, 
whom he also succeeded in the rectory of Llangat- 
tock, which he was allowed to hold in commendam : 
he died in 1674. The late Bev. H. T. Payne, A. Af., 
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ArcbdeacoD of Carmarthen, and for upwards of 
thirty years rector of the neighbouring parish of 
Llanbedr, was a native of this place : he was no less 
distinguished for the strict discharge of the duties of 
his pastoral office, than eminent for his literary attain- 
ments, with which he united the most polished and 
engaging manners; he chiefly devoted his leisure 
time to antiquarian researches, and was ever ready 
to impart the result of his studies, for the promotion 
of science, or the propagation of knowledge ; indeed, 
although he never concentrated the powers of his 
highly cultivated mind with a view to pecuniary 
emolument from the publication of literary produc- 
tions, there has been scarcely any work on the anti- 
quities and topography of Wales, published within 
toe present century, which has not been largely in- 
debted to his pen : he died on Easter Sunday, 1832, 
and was interred in the churchyard of Llanbedr, in 
the vault which contaijied the remains of his wife, 
who died in 1828. 

LLANGEDWIN (LLAN-GEDWYN), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Llanvyllin, Cynlleth and 
Mochnant division of the hundred of Chirk, county 
of Denbigh, North Wales, 10 miles (w. s. w.) 
from Oswestry, on the road from Shrewsbury to 
Bala; containing 335 inhabitants. This place was 
formerly a chapelry to Llanrhaiadr-yn-Mochnant, 
but was separated from it by act of parliament, and 
formed into a parish of itself, the rateable annual 
value of which has been returned at £1516. The 
village is pleasantly situated on the banks of the river 
Tanat ; the neighbourhood abounds with pleasingly 
varied scenery ; and in the environs are some good 
mansions, the residences of respectable families. 
Llangedwin Hall, the property of Sir W. W. Wynne, 
Bart., is a handsome house with ample grounds 
tastefully laid out. Slate of good quality has been 
recently discovered within the parish. The living is 
a perpetual curacy, endowed with £400 private 
benefaction, and £400 royal bounty; net income, 
£90; patron, Sir W. W. Wynne; appropriators, 
Dean and Chapter of St. Asaph: the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £235. 2., of 
which a sum of £232. 2. is payable to the Dean and 
Chapter, subject to rates, averaging £28. 8. 10., and 
the remaining £3 are paid to the parish-clerk. The 
church, dedicated to St. Cedwyn, is a small neat 
edifice, surmounted by a cupola, containing one bell. 
A National school, erected in 1824, and containing 
60 children daily, and 40 on Sundays, is partly sup- 
ported by subscription, amounting to £9. 17. per 
annum, and partly by weekly payments of one penny 
each from 40 poor children, for which they are sup- 
plied with books; the rest of the children are in- 
structed at the expense of their parents. Mr. 
Strangeways, in 1730, bequeathed to toe poor £100, 
secured upon certain lands, the property of Sir 
Watkin Williams Wynne, through whose agent the 
interest is annually paid, and distributed with some 
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smaller bequests among such parishioners as are 
named by tlie clergyman and churchwardens; and 
Mrs. Frances Williams Wynne* also left by will in 
1803, the sum of £100, vested in the three per cent. 
consols., the interest whereof provides coal at Christ- 
mas to poor families selected with the concurrence of 
the parochial officers; the coal is bought by the 
farmers, and delivered free of expense at the houses 
of the poor. 

LLANGEINOR (LLAN-GEINWYR), a 

Earish, in the union of Bridgend and Cowbridge, 
undred of Ogmore, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 7 miles (n. by e.) from Bridgend ; 
containing 363 inhabitants. The rivers Ogmore and 
Garw run through the parish, which contains iron- 
ore and coal, but the latter only is worked, and that 
merely for local consumption. The living is a per- 
petual curacy, endowed with £600 royal bounty, 
and £200 parliamentary grant; net income, £71; 
patron and impropriator, C. R. M. Talbot, Esq. 
The church is dedicated to St. Gwinewr. There is. 
a place of worship for Baptists. Robert Jenkins, 
Esq., in 1760, and his widow, Anne, in 1770, left 
£20 each, and the late Dr. Hoare, Principal of 
Jesus' College, Oxford, gave £127. 10., invested in 
the three per cent Bank annuities, for the benefit of 
the poor; among such of whom as do not receive 
parochial relief, Uie interest of these sums, £6. 7. 6., is 
distributed on Christmas-eve : a sum of £47. 10., the 
grant of an unknown person, has been lost. In this 
parish is one of the ancient court-houses now gene- 
rally called church-houses, which is appropriated to 
the residence of paupers. 

LLANGEINWEN (LLAN-GEINWEN), a 
parish, composed of an Upper and a Lower division, 
in the union of Carnarvon, hundred of Menai, 
county of Anglesey, North Wales, 3 miles (n. w. 
by w.) from Carnarvon ; containing 943 inhabitants. 
This parish, which is of considerable extent, derives 
its name from the dedication of its church to St 
Ceinwen, a female who was distinguished for the 
sanctity of her life, about the middle of the fifth 
century. It is pleasantly situated on the shore of 
the Menai strait, which is here a mile in breadth, 
and opposite to the town of Carnarvon, to which 
there is a ferry from this place, called Tal-y-Voel, 
and from which a road passes through the parish to 
join the Holyhead maiUroad, and another from the 
same place runs by the church to the ancient town 
of Newborough, Llangeinwen has the parishes of 
Llanvair-y-Cwmmwd, Llangafo, and Llanidan on 
the north and north-east, that of Newborough on the 
north-west and west, and the Menai strait on the . 
east and south ; and comprises, according to a recent 
survey, 3519 acres, of which 2500 are arable, 416 
meadow and pasture, and 603 common and wood- 
land, the latter bearing a very small proportion to 
the former. The surrace is varied, being in some 
parts composed of hills of considerable elevation. 
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and the surrounding scenery is finely diversified. 
The higher grounds afford interesting views, reaching 
over the adjacent country, and embracing the Menai 
strait, the bay of Carnarvon, and the Snowdon range 
of mountains, from the great Orme's Head to the ex- 
treme point of Lleyn, m Carnarvonshire ; the lower 
lands, through which the Braint river runs into the 
strait, are wet and marshy, but in the other parts the 
soil is a deep rich loam, well adapted for grain and 
pasture, and produces good wheat and barley. The 
parish contains the seat of Maes-y^Portle, the resi- 
dence of the Lloyd family, long settled in this place ; 
Talgwynedd, a handsome mansion recently erected 
by the Kev. R. R. Hughes; and Menaivron, a neat and 
commodious mansion in the Elizabethan style, built 
about six years since : the only villages are those of 
Dwyrain and Groeslon Grin. The district abounds 
with limestone of excellent quality, of which extensive 
quarries are worked at Quirt, Gelliniog^Wen, Rh^d- 
y-Gaer, and Penrhyn B&ch, affording employment to 
a considerable nnmoer of men : the produce is partly 
burnt into manure for the supply of the neighbour- 
hood, and great quantities are exported oy the 
Menai to different places on the coast 

The living is a rectory, not in charge, with the per- 
petual curacy of Llangafo annexed, and in the pa- 
tronage of Mrs. Hughes; net income, £664: the 
tithes of the parish have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £540, and those of Llangafo for £205. 
The churchy dedicated to St. Ceinwen, was originally 
built about the close of the sixth century, and, 
having fallen into decay, was rebuilt in the year 
1812, and enlarged in 1839 by the addition of a 
cross building, and a handsome tower, containing 
a vestry- room on the ground-floor and a gallery 
above, by which the total number of sittings, includ- 
ing 187 for free use, was increased to 310 : at the 
time of the enlargement, the old edifice, which 
measures 54 feet by 15, was thoroughly repaired, and 
stone window-dressings inserted in the early English 
style, to correspond with the new portion of the 
building. There are places of worship for Inde- 
pendents, and Calvinistic Methodists. In 1836 the 
present incumbent built at his own expense a school- 
room, and house for a master, in the former of which 
from 60 to 80 children are taught daily on Dr. Bell's 
system, and almost entirely at the cost of the rector : 
there is also a Sunday school attended by about 100 
persons, and 160 are gratuitously instructed in Sun- 
day schools belonging to the Methodists, collections 
bemg made for the purchase of books. The amount of 
several charitable bequests to the poor of the parish in 
money and land, on which latter a rent-charge of £3, 
by Ellen Owen, was appropriated to apprenticing 
a poor boy, is annually ciistributed at Christmas, ac- 
cording to the wishes of the respective donors ; but 
nearly half of the money-benefactions have been lost 
by the insolvency of parties to whom different sums 
were lent. An allotment of two or three acres was 
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awarded to the parish about twenty years since on 
the inclosure of the common lands, on which fifteen 
cottages were erected for paupers. At Quirt are 
the remains of a chapel, for many years used as a 
stable, and now converted into a dairy. Previously 
to its application to its present use, the figures of the 
apostles painted on the walls were remaining, and 
over the east window are still preserved allegorical 
figures of Time and Death. Near the boundary of the 
parish is a rude upright stone, with the inscription 

FILIVS. VLKICI. EREXIT. HVNC. LAPIDEM., SUppoScd 

to be a monument to the memory of some chieftain 
interred beneath it. In the quarries at Gelliniog 
Wen great numbers of human oones are frequently 
found, which are thought to be the remains of native 
inhabitants who at some period fell at this place in 
defending their country against the Danes. 

LLANGEITHO (LLAN-GEITHO), a 
parish, in the union of Tregaron, lower divisioi^of 
the hundred of Penarth, county of Cardigan, 
South Wales, 8 miles (n. by e.) from Lampeter; 
containing 431 inhabitants. This parish is beauti' 
fully situated on the river Aeron, and comprehends 
an extensive tract of country, abounding with richly 
diversified scenery, combining almost every variety 
of rural and picturesque beauty. It is bounded on 
the south by the Aeron, on the north by the chapelry 
of Blaen- Penal, on the east by the parish of Llan- 
dewy-Brevi, and on the west by Llanbadarn-Od- 
wynne; and comprises about 3000 acres, of which 
two-thirds are arable, and the remainder pasture, 
with the exception of about 100 acres of woodland, 
producing chiefly oak and ash. The lands are in- 
closed, and the soil fertile and productive, and most 
of the farmers are the owners of the grounds they 
cultivate ; the principal agricultural produce is bar- 
ley and oats. The village of Llangeitho, strictly 
speaking in the neighbouring parish of Llandewy- 
Brevi, is sheltered nearly on all sides by hills of 
varied aspect of which the declivities and summits 
are in some parts richly clothed with wood of luxu- 
riant growth, and in others covered with verdure ; 
and in that part of it which is not shut in by tlie 
surrounding hills, commands a fine prospect, of the 
beautiful Vale of the Aeron. The old mansions of 
Court Mawr, and Parkea, are in the parish, the 
latter, the residence of an ancient family, but the 
former at present in the occupation of a farmer. 
Fairs are held on March 14th, May 7th, August 
4th, October 9th, and the first Monday after No- 
vember 12th. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £6, and endowed with £200 royal 
bounty ; present gross income, £154, with a glebe- 
house; patron, Bishop of St. David's: the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £115, 
subject to rates, averaging £28. 7. per annum; and 
there is a glebe of above 20 acres, valued at £20 
per annum. The church, dedicated to St. Ceitho, 
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and rebuilt in the year 1819, is a neat edifice, con- 
sisting of a nave aad chancel, and is romantically 
situated on an isolated and richly-wooded spot, se- 
parated from the village by the river Aeron ; it is 
appropriately fitted up, and contains about forty 
sittiogs, nearly all free, but it is not distinguished 
by any architectural details of importance. In the 
centre of the village is a large place of worship for 
Calvinistic Methodists^ who have also a Sunday 
school, ill which 50 children are instructed gratui- 
tously. The Rev. Daniel Rowland was for some 
years rector of this parish^ and was greatly esteemed 
as a popular preacher ; but, from teaching particular 
tenets, he was suspended from the exercise of his 
pastoral functions, and became the founder of a sect, 
first called after him ^^ Rowlandist39" but now Cal- 
vinistic Methodists, and which is still numerous in 
this part of the principality ; he died on the 10th of 
October, 1790, aged seventy-seven, and was interred 
in the churchyard of the parish ; and a plain stone 
monument to his memory is aflBxed to the wall of 
the church, on the outside. In 1777, Mary Griffiths, 
widow, granted £600,. with which a farm of 1*33 
acres, named Gellydd^wi, in the parish of Pen- 
carreg, was purchased, producing £50 per annum, 
for the benefit of the poor of the Calvmistic Me- 
thodists of this place^ and Talley, Llansawel, Convil, 
Cayo, and Llanvynydd: the portion received by this 
parish amounts to from £15 to £*20 per annum* 

LLANGELER (LLAN^GELER),aparish,in 
the union of Newcastle- Em lvn, higher division of 
the hundred of Elvet, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 5 miles (e. by s.) from Newcastle- 
Emlyn; containing 1747 inhabitants. This parisby 
situated on the north-western extremity of the 
county, and upon the turnpike-road from Carmarthen 
to Cardigan, is bounded on the north by the parishes 
of Bangor and Llanvair-Orllwyn, in the county of 
Cardigan, from which it is separated by the river 
Teivy, on the south by the parish of Convil, on the 
east by that of Llanvihangel-ar- Arth, and on the west 
by that of Penboyr. It comprises by computation 
6414 acres, of which nearly 2000 are arable, 3480 
pasture, 900 waste, and the remainder woodland; 
the surface is undulated^ and the surrounding sce- 
nery pleasingly varied, embracing a portion of the 
fertile and picturesque Vale of Teivy, with the 
windings of that river ; besides which there are se* 
veral brooks running among the hills, contributing 
materially to the interesting appearance of the loca- 
lity. Ll^s Newydd, is an elegant mansioni beauti-i 
fully situated in grounds tastefully laid out, and 
compreliending much pleasing scenery; and there 
are two other mansions of recent erection. A few 
hands are employed in a slate quarry, and about half 
a dozen in two small factories. 

The living consists of a rectory and a vicarage : 
the rectory, which is a sinecure, rated in the king's 
books at £12. 18. 9., and of the net annual value of 
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£176, was formerly in the gift of the Crown, but, 
after the foundation of St. David's College at Lam- 
peter, it was appropriated to the Prmcipal and 
Tutors of that establishment : the vicarage, which is 
discharged, is rated in the king's bodes at £6, 13. 4^ 
endowed with £200 royal bounty, and of the net 
annual value of £ld9» with a glebe-bouse ; and is in 
the patronage of the Bishop of St. David's. Xbe 
tithes of the parish are divided into two poFtionB» 
called respectively the Grange and the Gwlad : of 
the latter, the Principal and Tutors receive two^ 
thirds, and the vicar one* third ; of the former, one- 
third belongs to the Llts Newydd family, and of 
the remainder, two-thirds are appropriated to the 
Principal and Tutors, and one^third to the vicar. 
The whole has been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£430, of which £244 are payable to the sinecure 
rector, subject to rates, which average £35. 16. 1(K 
per annum, with a glebe of lialf an acre, valued a( 
10«. per annum ; £122) subject to rates, avera^ng 
£17. 18. 5., are payable to the vicar, who has a glebe 
of 44 acres, valued at £40 per annum ; and the inapro-* 
priator's portion amounts to £64, less £9. 9. 11. j 
annual rates. The church, dedicated to St. Celer, 
is a plain and neat edifice, in good repair, 60 feet in 
length and 18 in breadth, and containing 360 sit- 
tings, nearly the whole of which are free, a consider- 
able number having been recently added, towards 
defraying the expense of which the Incorporated 
Society for the enlargement of churches and chapels 
granted the sum of £70# An ancient diapel of ease^ 
dedicated to St. Mary, and thence called *< Capel 
Mair," has been entirely demolished. A monumental 
stone, bearing an inscription in rude characters, and 
said to be in the Welsh language, is still remaining. 
There is a place of worship whidi is jointly appro- 
priated to Independents and Presbyterians : a day 
school is maintained by the trustees of Mrs. Bevan'is 
charity ; and a Sunday school is supported by volun- 
tary contributions, aided by gratuitous teachers. 
Near the church is a spring c^led St Celer's, which 
was formerly in great reputation for its supposed 
medicinal virtues. 

LLANGELYNIN (LLAN-GELYNIN), a 

farish, in the union of Abercqmway, hundred of 
^l£chwedd-Is1v, county of Carnarvon, Nortu 
Wales, 3 miles (s. by w.) from Abercoaway ; con- 
taining 270 inhabitants. This parish, which derives 
its name from the dedication of its qhurch to St. 
Celynin, who flourished towards the close of the 
sixth century, is situated at the north-eastern ex- 
tremity of the county, bordering upon Denbighshire. 
A memorable battle was fought at Cymryd, in the 
parish, in the year 880, between the forces of An- 
arawd, Prince of North Wales, and those of Edred, 
Earl of Mercia, who attempted the conquest of the 
country. In this conflict Anarawd was completely 
victorious; he drove the Mercians from the field of 
battle, and continued to pursue them until finally 
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expelled from the principality : the victory was 
called Dial Rhodri, or " Roderic's Revenge," as 
Anarawd thus fully avenged the slaughter of his 
father Rhodric in a descent of the Saxons upon 
Anglesey. The village, which is small, is beauti- 
fully situated in a fertile vale under the mountain 
called Tal-y-Van. The surface of the parish is 
mountainous, the lands partially inclosed and culti- 
vated, the soil various, and the surrounding scenery 
marked with features rather of boldness than of 
beauty: of the rateable annual value, the return 
made amounts to £1101. It?. 6. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £7; present net income £212; pa* 
tron. Bishop of Bangor. The church is a small 
ancient edifice, in a state of considerable dilapida- 
tion. There are places of worship for Independents 
and Wesleyan Methodists ; also two Sunday schools, 
one of which, held in the church from March to Sep- 
tember, and supported by the rector, contains about 
30 children, and the other consists tyf about 130, and 
is maintained by the Independents. The Rev. 
Launcelot Bulkeley, in 1718, bequeathed £120, di- 
recting the interest to be appropriated to the cloth- 
ing of six poor boyS) and teaching them to read, 
two to be or this parish, and two of each of those of 
Caerhen and Llanbedr ; and two from this place are 
accordingly taught and clothed in a school at Caer- 
hen. The same benevolent individual also left a 
sum of £60, the interest to be paid to four widows, 
who are appointed at a vestry, and recJeive the d6- 
nation. 

LLANGELYNIN (LLAN-GELYNIN), a 
parish, in two divisions, Higher and Lower, in the 
union of Dolgelley, hundr^ of TIlybont, county 
of MERIONETH, North Wales, 6 miles (s.w.) from 
Ddlgelley; containing 1082 inhabitants. This pa- 
rish, which stretches along the coast of Cardigan 
bay, was anciently the residence of Ednowain ab 
Braidwen, of one of the fifteen tribes of North Wales, 
in the time of Edward I. : vestiges of his house, 
termed Caer Bradwen and Llfs Bradwen, are still 
to be seen in fhe township of Cregennan ; and near 
them are the remains of a Druidical circle. In the 
reign of Henry IV., Ednyved ab Aaron, grandson 
of l^nowain, entertained Owain Glyndwr after his 
defeat by that monarch, and secreted him in a cave 
near the church of this parish, which was ft'om that 
circumstance named Ogov Owain, or "Owain's 
cave:" it is now almost choked up with sand. At 
a place called Castell, now a farm-bonse, near Rhds- 
Levain, an important battle is said to have been 
fought at some remote period, but no particulars are 
recorded concerning it. The parish, the length of 
which is about eleven miles and the average breadth 
one mile, is bounded on the north by the parish of 
Llanaber, on the south by that of Llanegrin, on the 
east by that of Dolgelley, and on the west by that 
of Tewyn, from which it is separated by the river 
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Dysynni ; and comprises by recent adm^a^nr^ment 
8559 acres, of which, by computation^ 2009 are 
arable, 2t^89 meadow and pasture, 99 woodland, and 
the remainder mountain sheep-walks. The lands in 
some parts are flat, and in others considerably ele- 
vated, and command views of bold and romantic 
scenery, the beauty of which is much increased by 
oak, ash, larch, and fir plantations; the soil is in 
general a red earth, buft comprehends turbaries, from 
which the inhabitants obtain peat and turf. The 
parish contains the mansions of Arthog, Ynysvaig, 
Glanywern, Cevncamberth, and Hendre, all of whicli 
are jnodern except the last; and three villages named 
Llwyngpvrd, Vriog, Tan-yr-AlIt, and PwU Arthog: 
there are four com-mills) employing about two 
hands each. The sea has made great encroach- 
ittents on the shore of this neighbourhood, from which 
a remarkable sand-bank studded with rocks, called 
Sarn-y-Bwch, stretches into the great bay of Cardi- 
gan, at the mouth of the river Dysynni. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £16. 10, 2^. ; patron, T. R. J. Parry, Esq. : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£400, subject to rates, averaging £66. 7. 6. per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St Celynin, is 
an ancient structure, now much dilapidated^ but the 
erection of a new One on a more convenient spot has 
been decided upon ; its length is 56 feet and the 
breadth 21, and out of 219 sittings^ about 160 are 
free. The proprietary chapel of Arthog, in the 
parish, situated on the road from Llwyngwrd to 
Ddlgelley, contains 140 sittings, of which 80 are 
free : .there are places of worship for Independents^ 
and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists ; and 
a burial-ground for the Society of Friends. The 
Rev. Mr. Morgan, in 1739, bequeathed a tenement 
called T^croes, and Miss Elizabeith Thomas, another, 
in 1803, termed Pen-yr-Allt, in trust, for the educa-)* 
tion of poor children ; fmd the rents of both, together 
with the interest of £69 vested in the parish funds^ 
amounting altogether to £19. 9. per annum, are 
applied to the gratuitous instruction of 50 children, 
for which purpose a good school-house was erected 
by subscription, in 1831. About 20 children are 
taught in another day school, appertaining to Cal- 
vinistic Methodists, at the expense of the parents; 
and there are six Sunday schools, conducted by gra- 
tuitous teachers, in one of which are 30 males and 
females who attend the Established Church; the 
rest appertain to the dissenters, and afford instruc- 
tion to about 470, but the number frequently varies. 
On a form called Llanvendigaid, belonging to the 
Wynne family of Nanney, are the ruins of a chapel of 
ease ; near the village of Llwyngwrd, in the parish, 
are vestiges of a British encampment; and on the 
hill above it, called Gwastad Merioneth^ is a small 
plain, on which are numerous Druidical remains : 
from this plain a very extensive prospect is obtained 
of th^ surroundicig country. In a turbary at Ty'n 
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Coed, opposite to Barmouth, a copper urn, nineteen 
inches deep, and fourteen inches and a half in dia- 
meter at the top, and eleven and a half at the bottom, 
was found in 1826. At the farm Tyddyn Bach 
lived Mary Thomas,' an invalid, who subsisted for 
several years without any solid food, and almost en- 
tirely without nourishment; and in the parish was 
born the noted astrologer named Arise Evans, an 
impostor of considerable fame among the class which 
so much prevailed during the reigns of Elizabeth 
and James I. 

LLANGENDEIRN(LLAN.GYNDEYRN), 
a parish, in the hundred of Kidwelly, union, and 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 5 miles 
(s. E.) from Carmarthen, on the road through Llan- 
non to Swansea; containing 2624 inhabitants. The 
name is derived from " Llan," a church, and " Cyn- 
deyrn," a Welsh saint, son of Arthog ab Ceredig, 
and whose festival occurs on the 25th of July. The 
place is thought to have been anciently the residence 
either of some of the native princes of South Wales, 
or of some chieftain of distinction in the earlier pe- 
riods of Welsh history ; and the remains of an old 
mansion, called Hen Bias, or '' the Old Hall," which 
have been converted into a stable, appear to confirm 
that opinion. The lands are, with the exception of 
a very small portion, inclosed and in a good state of 
cultivation ; and the substratum of the soil consists of 
various valuable minerals, chiefly coal, iron, and 
limestone, the procuring of which affords employ- 
ment to many of the inhabitants. A ridge of excel- 
lent limestone extends across the parish, in a direc- 
tion parallel with the strata of coal, which rest upon 
it; iron-ore is found, and there are also strata of 
very fine black and speckled marble. The limestone 
is worked to a very large extent for the supply of 
the adjacent districts; the marble, which is of fine 
quality for chimney-pieces and other ornaments, is 
sent from the quarries in great quantities to Bristol, 
and to different parts of the principality; and the 
coal is also wrought on a considerable scale. All 
the marble burns into white lime, the bitumen with 
which it is coloured being sublimed by calcination. 
A fair is held annually on the 5th of August 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£600 royal ^unty,and £1200 parliamentary grant; 
net income, £88; patron and impropriator, Rees 
Goring Thomas, Esq. The church, dedicated to 
St Cyndeyrn, is a spacious and plain edifice, ; and 
the churchyard is one of the finest and most agree- 
ably situated in the country. There are two {Haces 
of worship for Independents, two for Baptists, and 
one for Methodists. A school for the gratuitous 
education of poor children was endowed by Mrs. 
Catherine Goldfrap, a native of the parish, in 1784, 
with money then producing £25 a year, but which, 
from the reduction of the rate of interest, now yields 
only £21. 17. 6., to which Sir Robert William 
Clayton, Bart^ adds £3. 3. per annum; there are 
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80 boys and girls in the school, 45 of whom are 
taught by means of the endowment, and the rest at 
the expense of their parents. At>out 60 children 
are instructed in another day school, at their parents' 
cost ; and there are eight Sunday schools, appertain- 
ing to the dissenters and conducted gratuitously, in 
which are 470 males and females. Gl^nn Abbey, a 
private house in the parish, is supposed to ocK^upy 
the site of an ancient religious establishment, of 
which there are no remains, and of which the only 
existing memorial is the name. Formerly there 
were numerous seats in the parish, within which no 
fewer than seven magistrates were resident; but 
they have all been deserted by their proprietors, and 
most of them converted into iarm-houses. 

LLANGENEY (LLAN-GENEU), a parish, 
in the union and hundred of Crickhowel, county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 1^ mile (e. by s.) from 
Crickhowel; containing 427 inhabitants. This place 
derives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St. Ceneu, one of the daughters of Brychan, Prince 
of Brycheiniog, who, devoting herself to a life of 
religious retirement, had an oratory here, and was 
canonized after her death. The parish, which com- 
prises about 1000 acres, is bounded on the south by 
the river Usk, and is intersected by the stream Grwy- 
ney, which, after flowing in a southerly direction for 
two miles through it, falls into the Usk at this place. 
The surrounding country is agreeably diversified; 
and the prevailing scenery is diaracterized by fea- 
tures of beautiful simplicity : the vale of the Grrwy- 
ney, in which the village is embosomed, is inclosed 
by lofty hills clothed with the richest groves, and the 
stream is bordered on each side by meadows of fine 
verdure. In the neighbourhood are several good 
mansions and handsome villas; and within the parish 
are situated Court-y-GoUen, a spacious mansion, 
built by the Rev. Richard Davies, at a convenient 
distance from the turnpike-road to Crickhowel ; and 
Sunny Bank, a handsome modern house, erected by 
its late proprietor, Robert Williams, Esq., and since 
considerably enlarged and improved. At Grwyney 
18 a small carding and spinning establishment, in 
which not more than six persons are engaged ; and 
on the river from which this small village derives its 
name are two paper-mills, for the manufocture of the 
coarser kinds of paper, affording occupation con- 
jointly to about sixteen persons. Near the village 
is an iron forge, which formerly gave employment 
to a considerable number of men, in converting into 
bars the pig iron made at the Sirhowy works, but 
which, from some litigation, has been suspended. 
The rateable annual value of Llangeney has been 
returned at £2220. The turnpike-road from Lon- 
don to Milford traverses the southern part of the 
parish. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, united with that 
of Llanelly, to the rectory of Llangattock ; the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £920; 
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and there is a glebe of about 8^ acres, valued at 
£14 per annum: a certain portion of the tithes is 
paid to the sexton, who claims it by a prescriptive 
right, recognized in a terrier dated 1720* The 
church, situated on the western bank of the river 
Crrwyney, over which is a stone bridge of one arch, 
is a neat and substantial edifice, in good repair, 
consisting of a nave, chancel, and south aisle, which 
last appears to have been built or repaired about the 
commencement of the seventeenth century ; the nave 
is separated from the aisle by a series of nve pointed 
arches, resting upon octangular pillars. There is a 
place of worship for Calvmistic Methodists ; and a 
day school, in woich are 30 children, and a Sunday 
sdiool, attended by from 40 to 50, both commenced 
in 1826, are supported by the curate. John Howel, 
in the year 1620, bequeathed two fields, called Dwy- 
gae Llangeney, in trust to the wardens, to appro- 
priate the rents to the repairs of the church and the 
two neighbouring bridges, in< equal portions, after 
deducting a part to be distributed among the poor at 
Christmas; the fields contain about five acres, two 
of which are woodland held by the parish, and whence 
timber was cut in 1836 for the repairs of the church 
of the value of £42 ; the other portion of the land, 
which lies on the north-west side of the river Grwy- 
ney, is let at £l. 12. per annum. 

In a field on the confines of this parish and those 
of Crickhowel and Llanbedr is a stone inscribed, in 
Roman characters, to the memory of one ^* Turpi- 
lius;^' and in the grounds of Court-y-GoIlen, near 
the turnpike-road, is a large Maen Hir, a rude 
erect stone, thirteen feet high, three feet three inches 
broad, and eighteen inches thick. Some vestiges of 
an encampment may be traced on an eminence in 
the parish, called Pen-y- Prise, which is supposed to 
be of Roman origin, but no satisfactory account of it 
has been recorded. On the farm of Pen-y-Darren is 
Fynnon Geneu, or " Ceneu's Well," to uie water of 
which was formerly attributed great efficacy in the 
cure of diseases of the eye ; and another well near 
Sunny Bank is said to possess petrifying qualities. 
Near Fynnon Geneu a farmer, some years since, in 
removing the remains of an old building, which was 
thought to have been the oratory of St. Ceneu, dis- 
covered a very ancient bell of singular form and 
construction, conjectured to have been used by that 
saint in calling the people to prayers ; this curious 
piece of antiquity was in the possession of the late 
Venerable Archdeacon Payne, by whose permission 
it was exhibited before the Society of Antiquaries in 
London, in the year 1809. 

LLANGENNECH (LLAN-GENNECH), a 
parish, in the union of Llanellt, hundred of Carn- 
AWLLON, county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 
4 miles (e. n. e.) from Llanelly ; containing 893 in- 
habitants. This parish is situated on the western 
marffin of the river Loughor, by which it is sepa- 
rated from the county of Glamorgan ; and is inter- 
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sected by the rivulet called Morlais, a tributary to 
that stream, and also by the turnpike-road from Swan- 
sea to Llanelly. The surface is varied ; the lands 
for the ereater part are inclosed and cultivated, and 
the soil is generally fertile. The surrounding sce- 
nery is pleasingly diversified ; and within the parish 
is Llangennech Park, formerly the property of the 
Stepneys of Llanelly House. Coal of very superior 
quality, which obtains a hi^h price in the London 
market, is found in the parish ; and works upon an 
extensive scale have been established by the Llan- 
gennech Coal Company, who, in addition to the 
fine beds discovered on the Park estate, have re* 
cently opened new pits of coal, and also of culm, of 
which considerable quantities are exported. The 
river Loughor is navigable at spring tides, for ves- 
sels of two hundred tons' burthen, to the quay be- 
longing to the Coal Company, who have greatly 
improved it, and rendered it very commodious ; they 
have also lately constructed a railway to, and a float- 
ing-dock and other works at, I^lanelly, which are 
described in the article on that town. Two fairs are 
held annually on June 16th and October 23rd, in the 
village. The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed 
with £200 royal bounty, and in the gift of Edward 
Rose Tunno, Esq., of Llangennech Park, who is 
also impropriator, and who has lately augmented the 
income of the benefice, previously £82, with a farm 
producing £40 per annum. The church is dedicated 
to St Gwynog. There is a place of worship for 
Independents ; and a day school, commenced in 1831, 
contains 50 children of both sexes, and is supported 
by Mr. Tunno. 

LLANGENNITH (LLAN- GEN YDD), a 
parish, in the union and hundred of Swansea, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 16 miles (w. bv s.) 
from Swansea; containing 429 inhabitants, ^his 
place derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St. Cenydd, in whose honour, also, a 
priory was founded in the parish, according to Bishop 
Tanner, by Roger de Beliomont, or Beaumont, Earl 
of Warwick, who is said to have conquered the terri- 
tory of Gower, in which ancient lordship this place 
is included, in the reign of Stephen. This priory, 
of which the present parochial church was most pro- 
bably the chapel, wKs annexed to the abbey of St. 
Taurinus, at Evreux, in Normandy, and, as an Alien 
priory, was seized in the time of Henry V., by whose 
unfortunate son and successor it was granted, in 1441, 
to the Warden and Fellows of All Souls' College, 
Oxford, in whose possession it now remains. From 
the frequent mention, in ancient deeds, of the names 
« East Town," « West Town," " Prior's Town,'* 
*' Druid's Moor," &c., with reference to this place, 
it would appear to have been originally of much 
greater extent than at present 

The village, of which the houses, though scat- 
tered, and in general of a poor description, have a 
cleanly appearance, and are whitewashed, as is com- 
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mon in the county of Glamorgan, is situated near 
the south-western foot of Llanmadoc hill, and com- 
mands a fine view of the adjacent country^ through 
which flows the Burry, a small rivulet that has its 
rise at Burry Head, and falls into the Loughor, below 
the church at Cheriton, giving to that river its own 
name, the Burry, during the finest part of its course 
extending from the ferry at Lougnor to its mouth : 
the town of Loughor is seen in the distance, between 
the hills. The soil of the parish is fertile, and the 
lands are almost entirely inclosed, and in a good 
state of cultivation. The living is a disicharged vicar- 
age, rated in the king's books at £5. 16. 8., and en- 
dowed with £400 royal bounty ; present net income, 
£51 ; patrons and impropriators. Warden and Fel- 
lows of All Souls' College. The church, a spacious 
structure, preserves some characteristics of its original 
importance, as connected with the priory ; and in its 
chancel are several ancient monuments. The glebe- 
house is supposed to occupy the site of the residence 
of St Cenydd, and is still called the College. On 
Holmes' island, which is contiguous to this part of 
the coast, are the remains of an old chapel, formerly 
belonging to the church. In the small village of 
Burry's Green is one of Lady Barham's meeting- 
houses for dissenters, with a neat house adjoining for 
the minister. 

LLANGERNIEW (LLAN-GERNIEW), a 

Carish, in the union of Llanrwst, partly in the 
undred of Isaled, and partly in that of Isdulas, 
county of Denbigh, North Wales, 8 miles (w. 
by N.) from Denbigh; containing 1114 inhabitants. 
This parish is situated on the banks of the river 
Elwy, and comprises a large portion of one of the 
most rugged and mountainous parts of the country. 
The mansion of H&vodunnos, within its limits, is 
stated to have been originally a religious founda- 
tion ; but no authentic account has been preserved 
of such an establishment, nor are there any vestiges 
of the ancient buildings : the present edifice is in the 
Elizabethan style. There is also another good old 
mansion in the parish, called Pennant Several 
attempts to procure lead and copper ore have been 
made, but the quantity found has been considered 
insuflBcient to afford an adequate remuneration to 
the adventurers. That part of the parish in the 
hundred of Isaled comprises the Upper and Lower 
divisions, and is returned of the rateable annual 
value of £2372 ; and that which is in the hundred 
of Isdulas forms the hamlet of Marchaled, and is re- 
turned at £587. Fairs are held on March 29th, 
May 16th, June 28th, September 29th, and Novem- 
ber 29th. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 6. ^.; present net income, 
£275, with a glebe-house; patron. Bishop of St. 
Asaph : the rectory is an impropriation, attached to 
the Precentorship in the cathedral church of St. 
Asaph. The tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
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charge of £538. 8. 8.^ which sum is equally divided 
between the rector and the vicar ; and the latter has 
also a glebe of 20a. Ir. 21/?., valued at £25 per an- 
num. The churdi, dedicated to St Digain, is a large 
edifice in excellent repair, and contains some jzood 
monuments of the Lloyds of Hfivodunnos. Tnere 
are places of worship for Independents, Wesleyans, 
and Calvinistic Methodists: abont 35 children are 
instructed in a day school at the expense of the 
parents; and there are three Sunday schools, in 
which 360 males and females are taught g^tuitoasly 
by the Methodists. Numerous small benefieuHions 
for the benefit of the poor, were invested in 1748 in 
the purchase of a plot of land called T^'n-y-Caeao, 
then about 17 acres, and now increased to twenty- 
eight by various encroachments made on the com- 
mon previously to the last 25 years. These invest- 
ments amounted to £115, with £15 added from the 
poors'-rate, and at present produce about £18 per 
annum. The chief contributor whose name is re- 
corded on the benefaction table in front of the gal- 
lery in the church, was Mrs. Ursula Lloyd, whose 
donation was £50. A small part of the annual fund 
is laid out by the vicar and churchwardens in bread 
distributed in Lent to some of the most aged poor, 
and the remainder provides clothing for the most 
necessitous parishioners, among whom it is dispensed 
on St. Thomas's-day. 

LLANGEVNl (LLAN-GEFNI), a market- 
town and parish, in the hundred of Menai, union 
and county of Anglesey, North Wales, 13 miles 
(w.) from Beaumaris, and 248 (n. w. by w.) from 
London; containing 1754 inhabitants. This phue, 
which derives its name from the river Cevni, upon 
which it is situated, was, towards the close of the 
last century, but a small and inconsiderable villi^, 
consisting only of two or three solitary houses ; but 
owing to its central situation, and the establishment 
of a market here, it has, since that period, amazingly 
increased in extent and population, and is at present 
one of the best market-towns in the island. It b 
beautifully situated in a rich and fertile vale, watered 
by the river, (which nearly encircles the town, and 
over which two handsome bridges of stone have been 
erected), and upon the old Holyhead road, at the 
distance of a mile from the new line of road from 
the Menai bridge to Holyhead, which has been con- 
structed under the authc^ity of government for the 
more expeditious conveyance of the mail. The 
parish has that of Tr^gayan on the north, that of 
Llanvihangel-Ysoeiviog on the south, that of Llan- 
finnan on the east, and those of H^eglwys and 
Llanwillog on the west and north-west; and com- 

J rises about 2300 acres, by computation, of which 
alf consists of arable, and grass land used for hay, 
tmd the remainder of pasture, with th« exception of 
20 acres -of woodland. The greater portion is in- 
closed and cultivated, though one part forms a tract 
of common, which affords good pasturage for catde 
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and sheep ; the soil in general is a rich loamy earth 
producing wheat, barley, oats, &c., and the pasture 
lands supply excellent grass for black cattle, sheep, 
and horses. The surface is fli^t, and the local see- 
nery tame and uninteresting; but some fine vi^ws 
may be obtained of the Carnarvonshire mountains 
in the distance : the parish contains the mansions of 
Tregarnedd, Vron, and Pencraig ; and the principal 
estates are in several placea studded with trees of 
oak, ash, elm, and fir. The town is well built and 
of prepossessing appeaiance^ consisting of several 
regular and well-formed streets, with a neat mar-* 
ket^house. On the river Cevni is a small factory 
for carding and spinning wool, and for bleaching 
axid weaving woollen cloth, which is manufactured 
on a limited scale. Th^ market, which was for- 
iperly on Friday, if now on Thursday, and is well 
supplied with provisions of every kind : it was in^ 
Stituted in the year 1 785, and is one of the best 
attended in the island. Fairs are annually held on 
March 14th, April ITth, June 10th, August 17th, 
September 15tb, and Oct. 23rd; and six great cattle 
markets take place on the six market days preced- 
ing Christmas. A post-office under that of bangor, 
from which place it is distant eleven miles, has been 
established in the town, for the accommodation of 
its greatly increased population ; and under the act 
of 1832, for ^' Amending the representation of tlie 
People," Llangevni is a polling-place in the elec- 
tion of a knight for the shire. 

The livinff b a discharged rectory, with Tregayan 
annexed, rated in the king's books at £9. 13. 4. ; 
patron. Bishop of Bangor ; present net income, £446. 
The churchy dedicated to St Cyngar, is a spacious 
and handsome structure, 3d yards long and 10 wide, 
in the later style of English architecture, with a 
lofty square embattled tower, crowned with pinna- 
cles; it waa rebuilt in 1824, by subscription, aide^ 
by a grant of £250 from the Incorporated Society for 
the building and enlargement of churches and chi^ 
pels, to defray the cost of three hundred and eighty-* 
three additional sittings, of which two hundred and 
ninety-seven are free ; making the total number ol 
sittings between 500 and 600, and of free sittings 
betwen 300 and 400. The late Lord Bulkeley gave 
the land on which the church is built, and £300 
towards its erection ; also a plot of ground on which 
to build a glebe-house, with the grounds attached to 
it, and a portion of land for the enlargement of thf 
churchyard. The Rev. Evan Williams, M.A., the 
rector, built, in 1822^ an excellent, commodious, and 
well-planned rectory-house, and contributed £100 
towards the building of the ehurch; and the pro- 
prietors of land in the parish subscribed liberally to- 
wards the accomplishment of the same work. There 
are places of worship for Baptists, Independents, and 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. A day and 
Sunday National school, which is held in a large 
room over the market-place, built expressly for that 
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purpose by the late Lord Bulkeley, was established 
m 1818, and is supported by subscription, for the 
gratuitous education of poor children, of whom 160 
at present attend; and there are three other day 
schools, in which about 50 children are instructed al 
the expense of the parents ; and four Sunday schools 
held in the dissenters' chapels, each of which con- 
tains from 70 to 100 males and females. Numerous 
small donations a^d bequesta have been made by 
various benefactors for the relief of the poor ; but 
they have all either been lost, or expendea in build- 
ing cottages, with the exception of £1. 15. per an- 
num, which is distributed according to the intention 
of the donors. There are three small houses in the 
parish, built in 1796, which ate occupied by poor 
families rent-free ; and in 1812 an allotment of six 
acres of Rhos-y-Meirch common, was assigned to 
the inhabitants under an incl^sure act, but the soil 
being of a clayey nature and not adapted for sup- 
plying fuel, six cottages were erected on the plot, 
at the expense of the parish, with stone drawn from 
three quarries on the property. 

About a mile from the town, within the limits 
of the parish, is situated Tregarnedd, anciently the 
residence of Ednyved Vychan^ the valiant com- 
piander of the forces and chief councillor of Llew- 
elyn the Great, and ancestor of Owain Tewdwr, and 
01 the sovereigns of that house who subsequently 
succeeded to the throne of England. Tr^gamedu, 
which took its name from a large carnedd, a sepul- 
chral heap of stones, in an adjoining field, was also 
the birth-place of Sir Grufydd Lhoyd^ grandson of 
Ednyved, who was knighted by Edward I., in 1284» 
on announcing to that monarch, then at Rhuddlan, 
the intelligence of the birth of Prince Edward, in 
the castle of Carnarvon. Sir Orufydd was greatly 
distinguished by the royal favour, both in the reign 
of Edward and during part of that of his son ; but in 
1317 he attempted to torm an alliance with Edward 
Bruce, who had assumed the crown of Ireland, and 
in 1322 openly revolted, ravaging the whole country, 
and committing various acts of atrocity : the English 
giving him battle, in which he sustained consider- 
able foss, he retreated to his fortress of Tregarnedd, 
which he had previously garrisoned, and cuso con^ 
structed another strong hold, called Ynys Gevni, in 
the marsh at a short distance from his mansion, and 
surrounded it with a broad and deep fosse, of which 
part is still remaining. In this strong position he 
maintained himself for some time, but was finally 
taken prisoner, and conveyed to Rhuddlan castle, 
where ne was soon afterwards beheaded. The site 
of Trigamedd is now occupied only by some mean 
iarm-buildings ; but tlve whole extent is clearly 
marked by the intrenchments which encircle it, and 
which inclose an area of nearly five acres : part of 
the moat on the north- west side is quite perfect 
The adjacent carnedd, which consisted of an exten- 
sive pile of &tones» surrounded by a circle of upright 
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stones about eighty-six yards in diameter, was wholly 
removed in 18229 for the purpose of building a wall 
to divide the field. Of tlie fortress in the marsh, 
the site of which is still called Ynys Gevniy nothing 
but some small vestiges of the intrenchments are 
now visible, the continued overflowing of the river 
having swept away every vestige of the ancient 
buildings. 

About a mile from the town are considerable 
remains of a paved road, which may be traced for a 
distance of two miles, in parts in a very perfect 
state, being paved in some places with large masses 
of jasper, which is found in a quarry at no great dis- 
tance, intermixed with grit-stone. It is supposed 
by some antiquaries to be part of a Roman road that 
anciently led from the Moel-y-Don ferry across the 
Menai to the station at Holyhead. In taking down 
the old church, in 1824, a large stone was discovered 
beneath the foundation, with a very curious inscrip- 
tion in rude Roman characters, of which, owing to 
its mutilated condition, the following part only is 

legible; cvlidon. iacit. secvnd : it is now 

placed upright in the churchyard, upon the spot 
where it was found. In 1829, in removing a small 
fence at Glanhwva, near the town, forty human 
skeletons were dug up, which, from the position in 
which they lay, appeared to have been hastily in- 
terred ; and in the adjoining field great numbers of 
human bones are scattered m every direction : these 
are thought to be the remains of the men who fell 
at the siege of Ynys Gevni. Adjoining the town is 
a chalybeate spring^ formerly in great repute, but 
now, owing to an admixture of other water, by 
which its medicinal eflBcacy is weakened, altogether 
disused. 

LLANGIAN (LLAN-GIAN), a parish, in the 
union of Pwllheli, hundred of Gaflogion, Lleyn 
division of the county of Carnarvon, North 
Wales, 7 miles (s. w. by w.) from Pwllheli ; con- 
taining 1144 inhabitants. It is four miles in length 
and three in breadth, and is pleasantly situated near 
the south-western extremity of the county, and in 
the centre of the promontory which shelters on the 
west St Tudwal's Roads, in the bay of Cardigan. 
It comprehends a very extensive tract of land, of 
which a considerable portion is uninclosed and un- 
cultivated : the remainder, which is rich and fertile, 
has been brought into a good state of cultivation. 
An act of parliament was obtained, in 1808, for in- 
closing the common called Mynydd Mynytho, com- 
prising from six to seven hundred acres, of which by 
far the greater portion is within this parish. The 
surrounding scenery is pleasingly varied, and in 
some places highly picturesque ; and the views from 
the higher grounds over the bay of Cardigan on the 
south and east, and over the adjacent country on the 
north, combine many objects of interest and features 
of beauty. Nanhoron, in the parish, is an elerant 
mansion, beautifully situated in gprounds tastefully 
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disposed, and surrounded with woods of stately 
growth, and with thriving plantations, that form a 
prominent and highly ornamental feature in the 
scenery of the place. The inhabitants, with the ex- 
ception of such as are engaged in the herring fishery, 
which is carried on here during the season, are prin- 
cipally employed in agriculture. Some indications 
ot lead-ore have been observed in several parts, but 
no mines have yet been opened, nor any works 
established. The rateable annual \nEdue of the parish 
has been returned at £2741. 16. 8. A fair is held 
on June 2dth. The livins^ is a perpetual curacvy 
annexed to the rectory of Llanbearog : the church, 
dedicated to St Cian, is a spacious and well-built 
edifice, containing several good monuments to the 
family of Edwar£ of Nanhoron, of which one to the 
memory of Captain Edwards, R. N., who died at 
sea, is remarkable for its elegance. There are 
places of worship for Independents, Wesleyans, and 
Calvinistic Methodists; and four Sunday schools, 
appertaining to the dissenters and conducted by 
gratuitous teachers, in which 350 males and females 
are instructed. Richard Hughes, in 1642, be- 
queathed in trust to the heirs of T^n-y-Cae and 
Nanhoron Issa £40, the interest of which, together 
with that of a few other small charitable donations 
and bequests, is annually distributed among the 
poor. The parish is also in the possession of two 
cottages, one of which with an acre of ground is 
let at £3 per annum, and the other occupied by a 
pauper. 

LLANGINNING (LLAN-GYNIN), a parish, 
in the higher division of the hundred of Derll^s, 
union and county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 
2^ miles (w. n. w.) from St. Clear's; containing 405 
inhabitants. This parish, which derives its name 
from the dedication of its church to St Cynin, or 
from its situation on the river Cynin, by which it is 
bounded. on the eastern side, contains a considerable 
tract of land, and with the exception of a very small 
portion, is inclosed and in a good state of cultivation. 
A fair is held on January 18th. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with £800 royal bounty ; 
net income, £74 ; patron, J. Lewes Philipps, Esq. : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£200, payable to All Souls' College, Oxford, and 
subject to rates, averaging £23. 12. per annum. 
The church has no architectural claim to particular 
description. There is a place of worship for Wes- 
leyan Methodists ; and from thirty to forty children 
are instructed in a day school at the expense of the 
parents. 

LLANGLYDWEN (LLAN-GLEDWYN), a 
parish, in the union of Narberth,' lower division of 
the hundred of Derllys, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 9 miles (n. w.) from St. Clear's; 
containing 338 inhabitants. This parish^ which 
derives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St. Cledwyn, one of the sons of Brychan, Prince of 
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Brycheiniog, is pleasantly situated on the west of the 
river Taf ; the surrounding scenery is richly diver- 
sified, and the adjacent country well wooded; and 
some parts are in a high state of cultivation. D61- 
wyiim, is a handsome modernized mansion, roman- 
tically situated in a deep vale, through which flows 
the Taf, forming here a boundary between the 
parishes of Llanglydwen, Llanboidy, and Killy- 
maenllwyd ; the grounds are tastefully laid out, and 
from the house may be seen the venerable Druidical 
remains described m the article on Llanboidy, where 
they are situated. The woods surrounding D61- 
wyiim abound with squirrels : on the estate are some 
indications of lead-ore, but no attempt has yet been 
made to work it The living is a discharged rectory, 
rated in the king's books at £2. 13. 4., endowed with 
£200 royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant, 
and in the patronage of the Crown; present net 
income, £96. The church, dedicated to St Cled- 
wyn, is a small neat edifice, and was repaired and 
beautified some years since, at the expense of the 
£eunily at DolwyUm. There are a day school, con- 
taining from thirty to forty children of both sexes, 
and supported by the trustees of the late Mrs. 
Bevan ; and a Sunday school, in which from ninety 
to one hundred males and females are taught gratuit- 
ously, and furnished with books, &c, by a dissenting 
congregation. 

LLANGOED (LLAN-GOED), or LLAN- 
GOURDA, a parish, in the union of Bangor and 
Beaumaris, hundred of Tyndaethwy, county of 
Anglesey, North Wales, 3 miles (n. by e.) from 
Beaumaris; containing 604 inhabitants. This place, 
the name of which signifies ^^the church in the 
wood," is situated on the shore of the Irish Sea, by 
which it is bounded on the north, and forms an in- 
closed and well-cultivated tract The surrounding 
scenery is agreeably varied, and the views over the 
sea and the adjacent country are extensive, and 
abound with interesting features. Plas yn Llaneoed, 
in the parish, is a spacious mansion, occupying a 
delightful situation, embracing within its demesnes 
a rich variety of scenery, and commanding, from 
various parts of the grounds^ extensive prospects of 
considerable beauty. On the sea-shore are very 
large quarries of black and grey marble, and of 
limestone, from which the government works at Port 
Patrick and other pkces are supplied. From the 
former are raised blocks of marble weighing ten 
tons* and slabs of large dimensions, susceptible of a 
high polish ; and from the latter, stone of excellent 
qpility for building, and also for burning into lime. 
These quarries, which are worked upon an extensive 
scale, afford employment to more than a hundred 
men, exclusively of others who are engaged in the 
navigation of ten vessels, which are constantly em- 
ployed in transporting the larger blocks to Ireland, 
and the smaller pieces to Liverpool. The situation 
of the quarries near the sea-shore affords great facility 
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for shipping off their produce ; and on this part of 
the coast is good anchorage for vessels, while wait- 
ingto receive their freight 

The living is a perpetual curac]r> with those of 
Llanvihangel-Din-Sylwy and Llaniestyn annexed, 
endowed, conjointly, with £200 private benefaction, 
£600 royal bounty, and £900 parliamentary grant; 
net income, £104; patron and impropriator. Rev. 
Robert J. Hughes. The church, dedicated to St 
Cawrdav, is of very ancient foundation : the present 
structure was erected in 1613, at the expense of 
Henry Johnes, £^., to whom James I. granted the 
tithes of this parish. It is a spacious and elegant 
cruciform edifice, in the later style of English archi- 
tecture, consisting of a nave, chancel, and north 
and south transepts, and containing some good 
monuments to the memory of deceased memoers 
of the families of Johnes and Hughes. There are 
places of worship for Baptists and Calvinistic Me- 
thodists. About 40 children are instructed in a day 
school at the expense of the parents ; and there are 
three Sunday schools, conducted by gratuitous 
teachers, and appertaining to the dissenters, in which 
are about 210 males and females. William Wynne, 
by deed in 1670, gave a tenement called Tyddyn 
Llwyn, in Bethgemrt, in the county of Carnar- 
von, the rent of which he directed to be appropriated 
to the i^prenticing of two boys either of this parish 
or tliat of Penmon adjoining, and also for the pur- 
chase of six coats annually, to be given to six 
Eoor men at Christmas, and of six penny loaves to 
e distributed weekly on Sunday: the property is 
now worth £200 per annum, but no appropriation 
of its rental to the objects for which it was given 
has been made since 1826. There were several 
other benefactions to the poor, the proceeds of the 
whole of which are either lost or misapplied, except 
a small rent-charge of 5s. payable out of a part of 
the estate of Troe-y-Marian, which is distributed in 
bread among the poor at Easter and Christmas. 
Plas Newydd, a very extensive form in this parish, 
was left by the foundress of Llandwrog almshouses, 
in Carmarthenshire, towards their support, and is 
now become a very valuable property. 

LLANGOEDMORE (LLAN-GOED- 
MAWR), a parish, in the lower division of the 
hundred of Troedyraur, union and county of 
Cardigan, South Wales, 1 mile (e.) from Car- 
digan; containing 985 inhabitants. The name of 
this place, signifying *^ the church of the great 
wood," is derived from its situation in a district 
abounding with timber of ancient and luxuriant 
growth, and with groves of stately oaks and other 
trees, for the number and beauty of which the 
immediate vicinity is eminently distinguished. Soon 
after the death oi Henry I., a memorable battle was 
fought near Crug Mawr, a conical hill in the 
parish, between the Welsh, commanded by Grufydd 
ab Rh^s, and the English, in which the latter 
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sustained « si^iml defeat The parish is pleasantly 
situated on the m^ent T^vy, on tke turnpike-roaa 
from Cardigan to Newcastle-Emlyn, and contains, 
in addition to the larg<e proportion of woodland 
above noticed, a oonsSd^able portion of arable and 
pasture land, which is inclosed and in a good state 
of cultivation ; the whole foms rather a hilly sarfiaee 
ef about five thousand acres, liaving a variety of 
soils, among which clay prevails. The surrounding 
acenery is richly diversified, and in some parts 
highly picturesque; and the views of the adiaeent 
country oombine many features of pleasing cfaarac- 
ten The parish contains the hamlets Church, 
Cawrence, Blaenwenaen, Peayboyn, and Poorlen, 
called also Weddva ; and in the vidnity are several 
handsoHie seats and villas, beautifully situated, and 
embracing extensive prospects. 

Coedmorej is a noble residence, situated on a lofty 
eminence overlooking the river Teivy, commanding 
a fine view of the venerable remains of Kilgerran 
castle, and sheltered io the rear and on the sides by 
an extensive wood of stately and well-grown trees : 
contiguous to this seat formerly stood Castell Cevel, 
the ancient mansion of the lords of Coedmore. The 
name of this house, ooce written Coed- Ma wr, signi- 
fies '^ the great wood," and was probably bestowed 
on it from the luxuriant and extensive forest in 
which it was built The baronage of Coed-Mawr 
was conferred by Edward III. on Sir Robert Lang- 
ley, constable of Aberystwith castle, and lieutenant 
of the county of Cardigan, from whose family it 
passed by exchange to the Mortimers, of whom 
Llewelyn Mortimer, the first of that name who 
owned this estate, espoused Angharad, daughter of 
Meredydd ab Rh;^ Frince of Cardigan. Rowland, 
the sixth in descent from Llewelyn Mortimer, as- 
sig^ned it to his brother-'in-law, Sir John Lewis, in 
exchange for Castell Llwyd, in Laugfaarnc, county 
of Carmarthen ; and it subsequently came into the 
possession of the Lloyds, by marriage of an ancestor 
of the [present proprietor with Jane, daughter of 
CoL J^imes Lewis, a gentleman who was rather 
actively engaged daring the civil commotions of the 
seventeenth century. IJanffoedmore Plaoe^ a hand- 
some mandon, built by John Lloyd, Esq., of Ply- 
mouth, is delightfully situated in grounds beautifully 
laid out, commanding an interesting^ view of the 
town of Cardigan, the village of St. Dogmael's, the 
river Teivy, covered with shipping, and other pio- 
turesque objects. TrSoorgan^ is a substantial man- 
sion, pleasantly situated in grounds comprinng much 
variea sdenerv ; and there are also some other gen* 
tiemen's residences on a smaller scale. Slate of good 
quality is found within the parish, and some quarries 
have been opened, and worked, with considerable 
success; the river Teivy, which is here navigable, 
flows near the quarries, and affords every facility for 
the exportation of their produce. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the kingfs books 
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at £12. 16. 6^., and in the patix>na^€ of the Prind- 
pal and Tutors of St. David's College, Lampeter : 
the tithes have been commoted for a rentH^harge of 
£440. The diurch, dedicated to St CynUo, was 
entirely rebuilt in the year 1830, and is a neat 
structare, in the later 4tyle of Elnglish architecture, 
consisting of a nave and chancel, with an elegant 
little tower of two stages, rising from the ceotre of 
the nave, and sormouated by a delicate and finely 
proportioned spire ; the expense of its erection was 
defrayed by a parochial rate, and the interior is well 
arranged and appropriately fitted op for the per- 
formance of divine service. There is a place of 
worship for Baptists, who have also a Sunday school, 
in which about 110 males and females are gratui- 
tously iostnicted; and there is aaother Sunday 
school in connexion with the Established Chorch, 
which is attended by about 90. Near Tr^vorgan is 
a spring called St. Cynllo's Well, to which extra- 
ordinary healing properties were formerly ascribed. 

LLANGOLLEN (LLAN-GOLLEN), a 
Biarket-town and parish, in the mion of Corwbk, 
Nant-heudwy division of the hundred of Chirk, 
county of Denbigh, North Wales, 21^ miles 
(s. E. by 8.) from Denbigh, 13^ (s. e. by s.) from 
Ruthin, and 183 (n« w.) from London; comprisiBg 
the two principal divisions of Glyn^Traiaa and 
Llangollen*Traian with Trevor- Traian, each s«p«> 
porting its own poor by a separate assessment, and 
containing, conjointly, 4897 inhabitants, of which 
number, 3948 are in the latter, which includes the 
town of Llangollen. The name of this plaee is 
derived from the dedication of its church to an 
ancient British saint named Collen. The town, 
which is beautifully situated in a deep and narrow 
valley, inclosed by lofty mountains, and watered by 
the noble stream of the Dee, appears to have beta 
formerly protected by the neighbouring fortress of 
Castell Dinas Bran, situated on the summit of a vast 
conical hill, which rises from the side of the vale 
immediately opposite to the town, and is supposed 
to have been erected by some of the native Weldi 
lords of Yale, who made it their principal residence 
for several centuries. * Madoe ab Grufydd Maelor, 
one of these lords, about the year 1200, founded in 
a neighbouring dell the famous abbey of Valle 
Cruds. His son and successor, Grufydd, in the 
reign ol Henry III., taking part with the English 
against his countrymen, was compelled to immure 
himself in the fortress of Dinas Bran, to secore 
himself from the resentment of the latter. After the 
death of Grufydd ab Madoo, Edward I. gave the 
wardship of his two sons to John, Earl Warren and 
Roger Mortimer, who, causing them to be murdered^ 
received from the king a grant of the possessions of 
each of their late wards. This monarcn, by a char- 
ter to Roger Mortimer, dated July 16th, 1284, also 
granted to the manor of Llangollen a weekly market, 
to be holden on Sunday, and two annual fairs, each 
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of which wad to continue for three dnysw In I39(^, the 
cufltle of Dinas Braa was inhabiled by a celebrated 
beMly, saned Myvanwy Veclian» descended from 
the koase of Tudor Trevoiy and cc^brated in an 
elegaat and impasaioned ode» still extant, by a poetic 
auitor nained EiaioQ Lygliw. The possession of 
Castell Dinas Bran was an ob|)ect of frequent eon* 
tentioQ, in the r^n of Henry IV., between Owain 
Glyndwf and the vassala of the English king. When 
it was deserted or (UsoMuided is luicertain ; out it is 
described by Licland, in the time of Henry VIIL» 
as being then in a ruinous conditio*. 

The housesi of the town are in ge»ecal old aad 
of meae appearance, though occamoally interspersed 
witib somo handsome modern dwellings ; and there 
is excellent accommodation for the numerow visitets 
who froeueatt the neirhbourhood during the summer 
season, few of whom m their excursions of pleasure, 
fiiil to pass some ti«ie at this place : they are for the 
most pari built of a dark shaly stone, which gives 
them a venr duU aspect There is a stone bridge 
over the Dee, consisting of five pointed, arcdbea^ 
erected in the year 1345, by John Trevoi% Bishop 
of St. Asaph, and which was anciently remrded as 
one of the wonders of North Walea: the mrgest of 
the archea is twenty^five feet in span: .tte two 
smallest are placed in the centre: the piers are 
tmngnlnr> and rest on a bed of dU^ppery rocks. The 
sitoation of Llangollen on the mail-coach road from 
lioadon through Shro w ahnry to Holyhead causea it 
to be enlivenied by the daily passage of travellers ; 
and its inhabitants derive considerable advaolage 
from the number of persons who visit it in the 
sonuner season, and make thia their temporary 
abode^ for the putpose of enjoyi^ the scenery oi 
the neighbonrhood, which is equally pre-«minent 
for its grandeur and sublimit]^ and for its picturesque 
and romantic beauty. 

The parish eomprisea by admeasmrement l^aB6a« 
2r. Op, of which 3040 acres are arable, 4060 pasture, 
^60 grass for hay, 5d00 sheep-walks^ and the re* 
maindei rough waste ; the soil is light and gfravetly, 
and th^ diieif grain cultivated, barley and wheat ; 
the grounds are interspersed with trees of oak, ash, 
elm, sycamore and fir, and- are watored by several 
qiinor streams, the chief of which is the Ceiriog, 
running along the southern boundary. The (tistrict 
is wild and mountainous, and contains among other 
portions remarkable for rural grandeur^ the Vale of 
Llangoi^len, which con^Hchends, in proportion to 
its extenlv n greater variety of interesting objects, 
and a more bcauidful and striking eombinatiotn of die 
milder and nobler features of pleasing and majestic 
scenery, than probably any other in the principality. 
The rwer Det^ winding thfough the vale, which is 
environed by hills of stately elevation, glides along, 
in some parts of its: course, in a broad smd unruffled 
snrfoee^ and in otbcvs rushes impetuously over the 
shelving ifoeks thalt interrupt ite progress, adding 
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eonal beauty and fertility to^ this (Arming tract,, 
which in ricUy diversified with verdant meadows, 
highly cultivated fields, barren hills, and luxuriant 
w^Mllands^ stretching from the banks of the river, 
or depending in varied slopes from the lofty end- 
nences that rise on either side, and finely inter- 
spersed with thriving plantations and rural vilUs* 
At the eastern extremity oi the vale is WynnskLy^ 
Parky the seat of Sir W. W. Wynne, Bart, the 

f rounds of which are skirted by a thickly- wooded 
ingle> called Nant-y«Bele^ <* the dingle of the 
martin," but commonly termed and better known as 
Nant-^y*BeUan, oa a projecting rock in which has 
been erected an ornamental tower of white freestonen 
forming a conspicuous and pleasing object in the 
view. To the west of Wynustay the banks of the 
Dee are beautifully fringed with wood, and over the 
river is a bridge on the road from Chirk to Ruabon, 
designated New-bridyej beyond which is the strag- 
gling village of Cevn, where another ornamental 
tower has been ereeted on the Wynnstay estate. On 
the southern side of the vale runs the great road 
from London to JEfolyhead, which, within Uie last few 
years, has been diverted from its former course at 
the village of Chirk, and carried^ by means of exen^ 
vations- md embankments^ along the acclivity of the 
mountain, insAead of its former rapid descent into 
the bottom of the vale. In the Llangollen port of 
the vale the Ellesmere canal is^ conveyed across it 
by the splendid aqueduct of Pont^CystfUtau^ a 
beautiful and stupendous structure of nineteen lofty 
arches. From tnis point imwarda the left side of 
the vale is bounded by a lofty barren mountain, at 
the base of which the lands on the bank of the river 
are divided into small inclosures of great fertility ; 
and on the right the knds, which are less elevated, 
and in a state of high eulUvationy aro occasionally 
interspemed with £Eirai-housea and' cottages, and or- 
namented with the plantations and pleasure-grounds 
belongingto various gentlemen's seats, among which 
Trevor Uaih the ancient residence of tiie Trevor 
family^ ia conspicuoua; and romantically situated, 
almost at the water's edfi^, stands the small but pio^ 
tureaque mansion of P&^y^Pentre* On the summit 
of an isolated rocky mountain^ rising precipitously 
on thn noirthem side of the vale to the height of one 
thousand, and forty-five feet above the level of the 
sen at low water, aro the magnificent cuins of Castell 
Dina^ Brdn^ occupying the whole summit of the 
mountain, the base of which is- washed, by the nriver,, 
here about two hundred and fifty feet above the 
same level, on the opposite bank of which is the 
town of Llangollen^ beianttfoUy sheltered by a cour- 
tinuous diain of UUs. Above the town the vaUey 
of the Dee becomes exceedingly rich^ and on the 
northern side is joined by the picturesque Vale of 
Egluyyieg^ the charms of the scenery ia which are 
lieightened by the beautiful and interesting ruins of 
Vf^ CrucU Abbegi situated in; a small fertile plain, 
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watered by a winding rivulet, and embosomed among 
bills, the sides of which are richly covered with ver- 
dure, affording luxuriant pasturage to numerous 
flocks of sheep. Beyond tne picturesque ruins of 
the abbey the vale is bounded on the right by the 
Egltjoyseg rocks, extending for a considerable dis- 
tance, and towering above each other in successive 
tiers to the height of one thousand five hundred feet 
above the sea. Of these stupendous rocks, which 
assume a rude and grotesque appearance, and in 
the fissures of which trees of stately growth have 
taken deep root, Craig Arthur, Craig yr Adar, and 
Craig y Vorwyn, or " the Maiden's Kock," are the 
most remarkable: the last obtained its name from 
the circumstance of a young woman of the neigh- 
bourhood having precipitated herself from its summit 
in despair arising from the inconstancy of her lover. 
On the left hand the vale is bounded by richly-wooded 
eminences: in the centre flows the river Brdn, in 
beautiful windings; and at the extremity is the 
venerable mansion of Plds UcftdVf erected in the 
reign of Elizabeth. 

On the banks of the river Dee is an extensive 
factory, in which the first attempt to manufacture 
cotton fancy goods by power-looms was made by Mr. 
Turner, but the undertaking having passed succes- 
sively into various hands, at last failed, and the 
builcling is at present used for making Jtannel, for 
which two other factories also exist in the parish ; 
the three employing respectively about 130, 80, 
and 12 hands. The neighbourhood abounds with 
coal and ironstone ; and limestone is found in great 
abundance in the townships of Trevor Isfiv and 
Uchav: diligent search has been made for lead 
ore, but without success, it having been only dis- 
covered in small detached nodules. In the village 
of Cevn coarse earthenware is manufactured, and 
there are some collieries; near New-bridge are large 
iron works ; and on the side of the mountain close to 
the Holyhead road are extensive lime works upon 
the Chirk Castle estate. A branch of the Ellesmere 
canal extends up the vale, on the northern side, and, 
passing above the town of Llangollen, is continued 
along the left bank to the parish of Llantysillio, 
withm a quarter of a mile of the church, where, 
arriving at nearly a level with the Dee, it receives 
a supply of water by means of a well-constructed 
weir, thrown across in the form of a semicircle. This 
and the main canal afford a ready means of convey- 
ance for the produce of the various manufactures of 
the parish. The aqueduct of Pont-y-Cysylltau was 
projected, designed, and executed under the super- 
intendence of Mr. Telford ; the first stone was laid 
on the 25th of July, 1795, and the work was com- 
pleted and opened to the public on the 26th of 
November, 1805, with the ceremony of a grand 
procession, led by the Earl of Bridgewater in his 
barge, accompanied by his Countess, Sir Watkin 
Williams Wynne, Sir Foster Cunliffe, Bart., Colonel 
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Kynaston Powell, and his lady, and several other 
gentlemen and ladies of the vicinity, followed by 
boats full of people, and by two empty boats, which, 
after being loaded with coal on the north side, were 
taken across the aqueduct with flags flying, accom- 
panied by the firing of g^ns and other demonstra- 
tions of joy. This magnificent work of art, formed 
with a view to continue the canal in a straight line 
to Chester, which was soon found impracticable, 
owing to the broken nature of the country, is one 
thousand and seven feet in length, and one hundred 
and twenty-six feet ei^ht inches in height, sup- 
ported on nineteen arches of cast iron, each forty- 
five feet in the span, resting on elegant piers of 
solid masonry; the water-course is wholly of iron, 
eleven feet ten inches wide, and five ^et three 
inches in depth : at the southern end is an embank- 
ment of earth, one thousand five hundred feet in 
length, and seventy-five feet in height nearest the 
aqueduct. By this means the canal is conveyed over 
the river Dee and the Vale of Llangollen to the 
Ruabon collieries and Trevor lime-works, and, at the 
distance of three hundred yards, terminates in an 
extensive basin, from which are railways through the 
Acrevair collieries to the Plas- Kynaston stone quar- 
ries : the height of the canal above low water at the 
Mersey is three hundred and thirteen feet. At the 
extremity of the aqueduct are spacious wharfs for 
coal, timber, and lime, with boat-builders' yards, and 
other accommodations connected with the navigation 
of the canal. The market, chiefly for corn, is on 
Saturday ; and Jairs are annually held on the last 
Friday m January, March 17th, Maydlst, August 
21st, and Nov. 22nd, for horses, cattle, pigs, butter, 
and cheese. By the act of 1832, for ^^ Amending the 
representation of the People,'' Llangollen was made a 
polling-place in the election of knights for the shire. 
The LIVING is a discharged vicarage, rated in 
the king's books at £9. 11. 10^.; patron. Bishop 
of St. Asaph ; impropriator, Sir W. W. Wynne : the 
tithes of tne whole parish have been commuted for 
various rent-charges, amounting altogether to a sum 
of £1290. 13., of which £888. 14. 9. are payable to 
the impropriator, and £401. 18. 3. to the vicar, who 
has also a glebe of six acres, valued at £8 per annum, 
and a glebe-house. The church, dedicated to St. 
CoUen, is an ancient structure, partly in the early 
style of English architecture, consisting of a nave 
with one aisle, and a chancel, and measures 65 feet 
by 40 ; the pew«, which are closely arranged, cover 
the area of the nave, and are all appropriated, but 
there is a gallery which contains about 100 sittings, 
all of whicn are free : the roof is of oak, pannelled 
and richly carved ; the east window of the chancel is 
embellished with a half-length figure of the Saviour, 
in stained glass, by Eginton. The service is per^ 
formed in the English language only on the second 
Sunday in each month. The church}rard is spacious 
and elevated, and como^ands a grand and pleasing- 
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prospect of tbe town and bridge, rearing its lofty 
summit above which, is the isolated hiU whereon 
stand the ruins of Castell Dinas Brfin. There are 
places of worship for Baptists, Independents, and 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists, hfree school 
was built in ] 75d, at the expense of the parishioners, 
upon a portion of the glebe adjoining the church- 
yard, which derives its small endowment from the 
three bequests respectively of John David, in 1731, 
Jane Owen, in 1732, and John Pritchard, in 1751, 
producing annually together, £4. 16. : for this sum 
16 poor children, chosen by the vicar, are taught in 
English, bnt the master is allowed the use of the 
school-room for a convenient number of other scho- 
lars, whom he instructs upon his own terms for his 
further emolument. Two National school-rooms, for 
the education of the children of the poor in the prin- 
ciple of the Established Church, have been recently 
erected ; one for boys, which is well attended, and 
the other for girls ; and each capable of containing 
100 children. There are seven other day schools, 
in which about 150, and a day and boarding school 
in which 25, children of both sexes are instructed at 
the expense of their parents; and several Sunday 
schools, in one of whicn, supported by the vicar, are 
from 60 to 70 males and females, who attend the 
Established Church. 

The interest of various charitable bequests, a- 
mounting in the a^pregate to about £80 or £90 per 
annum. For the entire parish, is annually distributed 
among the poor. The consolidated charities of the 
lAangoUen and Trevor Traians, or districts, produce 
£42. 19. 8. per annum, which amount arises out of 
the donations of several individuals, made between 
the years 1697 and 1753, and is given on St. Tho- 
mas's-day in each year in clothing and money, amone 
snch persons as are selected by the clergyman and 
wardens, at a vestry held on the preceding day. 
In these Traians, also, a distribution is made on 
every Thursday morning during fifty weeks in the 
year, of bread to the amount of twenty loaves, made 
from one measure of com, amoncrst twenty of the 
most deserving poor, men and women, in conformity 
with the will of Sir Thomas Myddelton, whose cha- 
rities in this neighbourhood were marked by epreat 
liberality and discrimination. In the two weeks at 
Christmas time there is no distribution, on account, 
as is snpposed, of the munificence of this ancient 
family to the poor at Chirk Castle, at that period of 
the year, rendering the donation in bread of minor 
importance. This bequest was provided for out of 
the family estates until 1819, when the Hon. Frederic 
West became possessed, in right of his lady, (one 
of the three daughters and co-heiresses of the late 
Richard Myddelton, Esq.,) of. that portion of the 
property liable to the payment of it. In the Glyn 
district of the parish the same weekly donation of 
bread is made, emanating from the same benevolent 
testator^ and also provided for out of Mr. West's 
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estate ; and various other charities, chiefly bequests 
of small yearly amount, are appropriated to the relief 
of the poor of this division. John Matthews, a resi- 
dent here, but a native of the parish of Llanarmon, 
granted the residue of his estate, which produced 
£300, to purchase a plot of ground near the place 
where he was born, the proceeds to be applied to 
the education of four boys of hb next kindred, and 
the vicars of Chirk and Llangollen to act as trustees 
and make the selection ; and the estate, purchased in 
Llanarmon parish, now produces £36 per annum, 
which is applied to the education of tlie four boys, 
the next of kin being regularly advertised for on 
every vacancy. 

The abbey of Valle Crucis, though forming a 
beautiful and prominent feature in the scenery of 
the neighbourhood, is situated in the adjacent parish 
of Llantysillio, under which head an account of it 
will be found, as also of the famous ^^ Pillar of Eli- 
seg,'' nearly adjacent, the earliest inscribed monu- 
ment of Bntish erection now existing. The ancient 
fortress of CcuteU Dinas Jirdn^ from its peculiar 
situation, and the massive structure of such portions 
of its walls as are still remaining, appears to have 
been almost impregnable. Its remains, which are 
very extensive and highly picturesque, comprise a 
quadrilateral area, one hundred and ninety feet long, 
and one hundred and forty broad, forming the entire 
summit of the mountain on which they stand, and 
which on most sides is so precipitous that it can be 
ascended only with ereat difficulty : the side easiest 
of access is defended by a deep trench cut through 
the solid rock. The walls, though ornamented m 
some places with mouldings of freestone, are com- 
posed for the most part of the coarse and friable 
schistose stone abounding in the neighbourhood, which 
gives to the broken towers and shattered fragments 
yet remaining a strikingly rugged and picturesque 
appearance, and combines, witn the con^icuousness 
of their situation, to render them one of the most 
remarkable objects in the surrounding scenery. At 
Pengwern, the seat of Sir Thomas Mostyn, Bart., 
are some remains of the mansion of Lips Pengwern^ 
supposed to have been the residence of Tudor Tre- 
vor, Lord of Bromfield, in the early part of the 
tenth century, and which certainly formed that of 
Ednyved Vychan, one of his descendants. Close 
to the town stands the elegant little mansion of Pl&s 
Newydd, lately occupied by Lady Eleanor Butler 
and Miss Ponsonby^ two ladies of Irish extraction, 
who, in 1778, retired from the gaieties of fashionable 
society, and secluded themselves in this charming 
sequestered retreat, where they continued, devoted 
in their companicmship, and seeding little intercourse 
with the neighbouring gentry, until the death of 
each. Lady li^leanor Butler died in 1829, and Miss 
Ponsonby in 1831, and both were interred in the 
churchyard of this parish : since the decease of the 
latter lady the estate has been sold by public auction, 
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and was purchased by two oth«r ladies^ Miss Lolly 
and Miss- Andrews, . 

LLANGOLMAN (LLAN-GOLMAN), a 
parish) io the, union of' NarbeBiTU,^ hundred of 
ELemmjbs, county of Pembrokii;, South Wales, 
6 miles (n.) froia Narbertb; containing' 255 inlot- 
bitants. This parish, whkh derives its name from 
the dedication of its churcb to St» Golman, is plea* 
santly situated on the Eastern Cleddy river, in the 
eastern extremity of the county ; and is bounded by 
the parish of Mynachlogdu o« the north, by that ofi 
Llandissilio on the south, by Carmarthensliire oit 
the east, and by the parish of Llaadilo on the west. 
It is intersected by the turnpike-road from Newport 
to Narberth, and its. northern part by that leading 
from Fishguard to Narberth; and comprises about 
800 acres, of which 300 are arable, and the rest 
pasture, with the exception of a few acres of wood- 
land ; the chief produce is barley and oats» with a 
small portion of wheat. The surrounding sceaery is 
pleasingly varied, and the views over the adLjaceat 
country embracesome interesting features: the gentle- 
men's seats are those of Llongolman and rlas^y- 
Meibion. Slate of good quality is found within the 
parish, and somet quarries are worked upon an exten- 
sive scale, affording' employment to such of the in- 
habitants as are not engaged in agriculture. The 
rateable annual value of the parish haa been returned 
at £]004« 8^ 9. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
with that of Llandilo annexed, endowed with £800; 
royal bounty; i>et income, £97: the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent->charge of £110, of which 
£76. 6. 8^ are payable^ to IL W. Bowen, Esq., the 
patron, and £33. LO*. 4^ to the vicar ; both sujtes sub- 
ject to rates, averaging on the whole £10. h i l* per 
annum. The church is a plain edifice,. 45 feet long 
and 15 wide, in which all the sitting, are free. 

LLANGONOYD, or LLANGONWR 
(LLAN-GYNWYD), a; parish^ partly in the union 
of Neath, and partly in that of ^bidgenb and 
CowBBiDCfE, hundred of Newcastle,, ceunty of 
Glamoboan^ South Wales, 10 miles (s. £•) from 
Neath; comprising the townships of Bayden or 
Lower Llangonoyd, CwmdA, Higher Lhmgonoyd ; 
and Middle Llangoaoyd ; and ccmtaining 4153 inha^ 
bitanta» of which number 839 are in Middle Uan^ 
gonoyd. This parish, which is situated near the 
source of the river Llynvi,, and io the heart of a 
wild and mountaiiious districi abouncUng with mine^ 
ral wealth> is said to have afforded a temporitfy 
asylum to Edward XL, who, after his escape from the 
castle of Caerphilly, souffbt shelter here, in hope o£ 
effecting his passage to Irekudd. Coal and iroorore 
abound in the parish^ and are both worked upon aa 
extensive scaler At Maes Teg^ about a, mile* and a 
half froia the church, are large iron-works afford-^ 
ing occupation to more than three hundred men ; and 
al^ut a mile from these, at Shel^ ^The Cambriaa 
Iron Works" baye been, recently erected: tbe col-^ 
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lieries of one firm also «nploy about sixty meot. imd 
many are engaged in other similar works upon a 
smaller scale, and in the quarries of limestone and 
freestone that abound in tke vicinity. For tbe p4ir- 
pose of opening a communication between tneae 
works and the neighbouring district8> and affordio§^ 
& fEbcility of coaveyanoe for their produce, a railwagr 
has been constructed from the wortLS, which are siiu-* 
atXKi. on tbe line of the Dyfryn-Llynvi railway from 
tine small harbour of Portncawl,, to. the marketrtowa 
of Bridgend, passing within a short distance of th^ 
coaWoncs in tbe parish of St, Bride's Minora The 
Dyfryn-Llynvi railway,, whidi is seventeen Builee in 
length, was commenced in 1826, and has been oowr^ 
pleted at an expense of about £60,000 : it begins aft 
Porthcawl, in tbe parish of Newton-^Nottage,, and 
proceeds by Pyle, where, taking an easterly diree^ 
tion, it joins the Bridgend branch railway at Cev^ 
Cribwr iron- works: from this junction it takee a 
nortberiy direction towards Llansonoyd^ aad> after 
crossing the river Llynvi, terminates at Dyfryn^ 
Llynvi. For fourteen mUes fron the sea it focma 
an inclined plane, rising four hundred feet in the 
whole of that distance ; in the course of the next 
two- milea it has a rise of a hundred and ten feci ;.aiid 
the remainder is a good level. A fair is held or 
May 3rd. The livmg is a discharged vicarage 
rated in the kind's books at £19. 5.; present net 
income^ £135, with a glebe-house ; patron and inir< 
propriator, L. W. DylTwyn, Esq. The church ia 
dedioited to St. Cynwyd, a saint of tbe congf!^;atioii; 
of Catwg. In the township of Bayden was fomerly 
a chapel of ease, which is now in ruins. Thiu'e are 
places of worship for Baptists and Independents r 
an infants' school, commenced in 1831, contains 50 
males and 30 females, and ia supported' from the 
workmen's funds,, and by payments fromr the cfail'* 
drea; and there ar» ako a day school, in which are 
12. children of both sexes, whose in^ruction is 
partly paid for by subscription and partly by those 
parents- who can afford it » and another where 30 
boys and 10 girls are taught wholly at the expense 
of their parents. Near the village was once a crom- 
lech, called by the peasantry ^* the Old Church/' 

LLANGONOYD, HIGHER (LLAN^GYN^ 
WYD), a township, in the parish of LjutNOONOYD^ 
union of Nea^eh,. hundred of NetWcastjlb, county of 
Glamorg'AN, SauTU Wales,, ]0^ milea (n^ by w.} 
from Bridgend; containing 597 inhabitants. This 
township b> situated in the upper part of the parish, 
at die Lead of the river Llynvi, which joins tbe 
Opnmore^ and. ia aa extremely rushed aad- moao-* 
tamous tract, prolific in mineral and fossil produce. 

LLANGORSE (LLAN-GORS), a parish, 
partly io; the hundred of Peii cbixv, but chiefly in 
that of TitiGAATH, union and county of Br£ick«« 
ifocK, South Wales, 6 miles (e. s..£.) from Breck-* 
nock ;. eootainingv with the htamlet of Llan^wern, 
897 inhabitanls. The name of this parish, signify'* 
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ing literally ^ l^e ehoroli <rf the nmmh, or i>og/' ap- 
pears to have been derived from its sitoation on the 
low banks of an extensive pool, or lake, from ivbkii 
ciretnastance this place is also 'designated, in ancient 
charters ^Mara,'' and St. Paulinos on the Meer. 
This fine sheet of water, called Ll;^ Savaddan, or, 
nore mnerally, Llangorse Pool ^r Mere, is about 
two miles in length, and one across in the bf oadest 
part, which Ires between the churches of Llangastj^ 
Taljll^n and Llangorse. Its mean depth i% from 
nine to twelve feet, though in sone places it varies 
considerably: the deepest part is near the junction 
^f this parish with tnat of Gathedine, where its 
depth is from thtrty-'five to forty-five feet : the depth 
of the lake diminishes very gradually from the 
centre towards the banks, so that flatt-bottotned boals 
only can be used. It Teceives several tributary 
streams, whereof the chief is that cf Llynvi, rising 
about a mile distant, near the ruins of the ancient 
castle Blaenllynvey, and near the source of which 
Ac lake forms a curve; and this river, of whieb the 
name signifies literaliy ^^ having left the lake,'' takes 
its coarse from the mere in a straight direction to 
Aie Wye at Gl^bury, aboirt eight miles distant, into 
whicb it empties itself. An imand, much visited by 
pleasure parties, is situated in this beautifiil piece of 
water, and wildfowl freooent its banks, especially in 
ieyere winters, when wild swans also erre often seen. 
It contains pike, perch, roach, and ee^s, which last 
are frequently oJF enormous size ; the pike are some- 
times found of thirty or forty lbs. weight, and are 
considered of superior flavour ; the perch are gene- 
rally small, five or six together weighing not more 
than a lb., though some are occasionally caught 
weighing three lbs. each, and, when of that sise, are 
esteemed a great deUcacry. The contributory streams 
have been sometimes so crowded with fish that the 
inhiA»itants have taken them out with baskets and 
sieves, and the lake is said to be described in old re- 
cords as consisting of two-thirds water and one-third 
firii, but ^ fish having become comparatively •scarce, 
die six or seven men formerly obtaining a livelihood 
here have been reduced to two or three: leeches, 
which also were taken in great mtmbers, have nearly 
disappeared. 

The parish, whidi is separated from those of 
Lkmvihangel - Talyll;^ and Lhmdevaik^ - TreV 
Graig by the river Llynvi, is intersected by the 
turnpike-road leading from Crickhowel -dirongh 
Bwlch to Talgarth ; and the tram-road from Bre<^- 
nock to Hay passes through a part of it. The sur- 
rounding scenery is interestingly diversified, embrac- 
ing on the west the majestic elevations, ci^ed the 
'^ Brecon beacons,'* and on the east the lofty range 
of the black raoantains of Talgarth, which in con- 
trast invest the lake and the a^acent level grounds 
with a beautifully picturesque appearance. The 
lands are nearly equally divided between arable and 
pasture, and are in tolerable cultivation ; the soil in 
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«ome parts is gravelly and in others stiff and clayey, 
and takes its character chiefly fr*om the decompo- 
sition of the red sandstone which is the principal 
geological formation of the neighbouriiood : the rate- 
able annual ralue is £1710, of which £641 is re- 
tm'nod for fikt Upper, and £\W9 for the Lower, 
divimn of the parish. The only mansion is the 
Pl&s, which appears to have formerly been a place 
•of soaae importance from tlie subterraneous pasnges, 
«nd ehe extensive range of buildings, now demol- 
ished. The i^llage is pleasantly situated on the 
banks of one of die tributary streams of t3»e lake, 
and about half a mile eastward of the tm'npike-road 
from Bredcnock to T^garth. 

The living is m vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £5. 10. ; present net tncorae, £170, with a glebe- 
house : the tithes were anciently appropriated to the 
priory of St John the l^vangeKst, in Brecknock, 
upon the dissolution of which -estaUishment they 
were granted by the Crown, together with the ad- 
vowsoB of the living, to the Dean and Canons of 
Windsor, under whom they are held on lease. The 
church, dedicated to SL Paulinas, is tan ancient 
structure, with a tower at the western end, sur- 
mounted by turrets, and containing six musical 
bells, the me tone of whic^ has been attributed to 
the efiect of the feige body of water contained in 
4e neighbouring lake ; the nave is sqrarated from 
the aisles by a series of obtusely pointed arcbes, 
supported on octangular columns. There are places 
cf worship for Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists : 
about 30 children of both sexes are instructed in a 
day school at tiie expense of their parents; and 
there are two Sunday schools, appertaining to the 
dissenters, in each or which about 80 males and 
femsdes are taught gratuitously. Mrs. Elinor Wil- 
liams, of the Gaier, tn l€98, beoneathed the rental 
of a tenement in Battle, which, m 1745, was let on 
lease for ninety-nine years to Morgan Powel, £sq«, 
at a yewriy rent of £2. 12., to be appropriated to 
the apprenticing of four children, born in or near 
Llangorse ; and tiiis property, which cootaiBs above 
12 acres, will produce £14 per annum on the termi- 
nation of the lease* John Dilwyn, of the parish, in 
1484, left £20, directing tite interest to be distri- 
biited among the poor ; and Walter Lewis, of Llan- 
MSty-Talylltn, in 1680, charged the tenements of 
CaepeUa and Worglodd Ql-y-Tl^, in the parish of 
Catfaedine, with the annual payment of twenty shil- 
iings ; but neither of these legacies is now paid. 
Mrs. Williams, of the Gaer, in 1745, bequeathed 
£40, secured on the Brecknodc turnpike trust, and 
now producing £2 per annum, which, together with 
the interest of £80 invested in the fonds, is given to 
the poor. 

An ancient tenement in tiie parish, called Cwrt-y- 
Prior, was die occasional residence of the priors of 
the monastery of St. John the Evangelist, in Breck- 
nock. The monks of Llantoay appear abo to have 
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held lands in the parish ; for, according to an early 
document, it appears that, in 1324, Hush de Turber- 
ville eranted them the tenements called <^ Cevn'' and 
^< Celiiau," *^ at the town of the mere or lake of 
Breconium, situate on the side between the land of 
the LfOrd of the mere, and the lands of Roger the 
Fisherman, and on the other side next to the road or 
highway leading to Breconium, in pure and per- 
petual alms/' After the dissolution, the tithes of 
these tenements were some time paid to the appro- 
priators and vicar of the parish ; but one of the 
Earls of Oxford having claimed an exemption under 
the grant of Hubert de Turberville, and the Dean 
and Canons of Windsor not thinking it proper to 
bring the question to issue, the tenements nave ever 
since continued to be tithe-free. 

LLANGOWER,orLLANGYWAIR, 

ILLAN-GOWER), a parish, in the union of Bala, 
tundred of Penll^n, county of Merioneth, North 
Wales, 3 miles (s. by w.) from Bala; containing 
368 inhabitants. This parish, which is about five 
miles in length and three in breadth, is beautifully 
situated on the south-eastern side of Bala lake, and 
on the turnpike-road leading from Dinasmowddwy 
to Bala and Corwen. The surface is varied, being 
in some parts rocky and mountainous, and in others 
swampy and marshy, producing peat in great abun- 
dance, which forms the principal fuel of the inhabit- 
ants. The surrounding; scenery is richly diversified, 
and in some places highly picturesque, the parish 
comprising part of the Berwyn range of mountains, 
from which is a fine view of Bala lake, of the Aran 
and Arenig mountains in the distance, and of the 
interrening country, which is rich in every variety 
of beauty. The living is a discharged rectory, rated 
in the king's books at £d. 5., and endowed with 
£200 royal bounty; present net income, £136, with 
a glebe-bouse ; patron. Bishop of St. Asaph. The 
church, dedicated to St Gwyr, or Cywair, whose 
festival is held on July 1 1th, is an ancient structure, in 
the early style of English architecture, and is beau- 
tifully situated, with the small village around it, on 
the south-eastern side of the lake: in the church- 
yard is an old yew tree of remarkable growth. There 
IS a place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists ; and 
about 200 males and females are taught gratuitously 
by the dissenters in three Sunday schools. At the 
north-eastern extremity of the lake are two mounds 
of earth, one of which bears the name of Casteli 
Gronw Bevr o Benll^n, " the castle of Goronow the 
Fair of Penllyn," from its having been the site of a 
strong hold occupied by that chieftain, who is said 
to have lived in the time of Maelgwyn Gwynedd, 
about the beginning of the sixth century. Near 
this place is ^nnon Gwyr, a well to which, under 
the auspices of that saint, extraordinary virtues were 
attributed. The Rev. Edward Lloyd, A.M., known 
as the author of a work in the Welsh language, en- 
titled Meddyginiaeth, a tract on the Sacrament, 
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which he translated from that published by Bishop 
Patrick, was for forty years incumbent of the parish ; 
he died in 1685. 

LLANGRANOG (LLAN-GARANOG), a 
parish, in the union of Newcastle-Emltn, lower 
division of the hundred of Moythen, county of 
Cardigan, South Wales, 20 miles (w. by n.) from 
Lampeter; containing 884 inhabitants. This place 
derives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St. Caranog, who flourished towards the close of the 
sixth century, and is said to have had a small chapel 
or oratory among the rocks on this part of the coast, 
where he spent bis days in religious seclusion. The 

Earish is pleasantly situated on the shore of Cardigan 
ay, by which it is bounded on the north-west, 
and on the turnpike-road from Cardigan to Aberyst- 
with. The village is seated in a deep dingle, wel- 
tered by hills on each side, and opening at one ex- 
tremity towards the sea; and its situation on the 
bay of Cardigan, affording excellent opportunities 
for sea-bathing, occasionally attracts to it a few 
visiters during the summer season. The surround- 
ing scenery is pleasingly diversified ; and from the 
higher grounds are obtained fine views, extending 
over the bay and the adjacent country. At some 
distance above the village stands Figeonsford, for- 
merly the seat of the £amily of Parry. The herring 
fishery is carried on to a considerable extent during 
the season ; and in the trade of limestone and culm, 
the former being burnt into lime on the sea-shore, 
from eight to ten small vessels are generally en- 
gaged, in the management of which from twenty to 
thirty men are occupied. Below the village is a 
small creek, affording shelter to the craft employed 
in the fishery, and idso a facility of communication 
with other places on the coast. A fair is held on 
May 27th. 

The living is a vicarage, not in charge, annexed 
to that of Lumdysilio-Gogo, and endow^ with £600 
parliamentary grant : the commutation for the tithes 
of Llangranog amounts to £'240, of which £130 are 
payable to the treasurer of the cathedral church of 
ot. David's, and £110 to the vicar, the latter sum 
subject to rates, averaging^ £20. 10. per annum; 
and there is also a glebe of 60 acres, valued at £42 
per annum. The church b a neat plain edifice, 
without either tower or spire, consisting of a nave 
and chancel, separated by a pointed ardi ; the font 
is square, and is supported by a circular pillar. A 
small but elegant vicarage-house has been recently 
built on the glebe land, partly at the expense of the 
incumbent under Gilbert's Act. There are places 
of worship for Baptists and Independents. A school, 
commenced in 1829, and containing about 100 chil- 
dren of both sexes daily, and 40 on Sundays, is sup- 
ported by the trustees of Mrs. Bevan's charity, who 
pay the master a salary of £20 ; and there are two 
Sunday schools, one appertaining to the Indepen- 
dents, in which 200, and the other to Baptists, in 
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whidi 60, males and females are instnicted gratui- 
tously by the most experienced members of the 
respective congrregations. Above the small harbour 
is a rock, which, from its fancied resemblance to a 
lai^e chair, has obtained the appellation of <^ Eistedd va 
Cranwg ;'' though by some writers the name is sup- 
posed to be derived nrom its having been anciently a 
place of meeting for the bards ; and on the summit 
of an eminence in the immediate vicinity is a large 
tumulus, in form resembling an inverted pan, and 
thence called Pen Moel Badell. 

LLANGRYSTYOLYS (LLAN-GRIST- 
lOLUS), a parish, in the hundred of Malltraeth, 
union and county of Anglesey, North Wales, 3 
miles (s. s. w.) nrom Llangevni; containing 938 in- 
habitants. This parish, which takes its name from 
the dedication of its church to St. Christiolus, who 
flourished about the middle of the seventh century, 
is situated on the great road from London to Holy- 
head, and is bounded on the north-east by the parish 
of Llangevni, on the south-east by those of Lianvi- 
hangel- Ysceiviog and Llanidan, on the south-west 
by uiat of Trevdraeth, and on the north-west by that 
of Cerregceinwen, and reaches in its southern por- 
tion nearly to the upper part of the Malltraeth 
marsh, over which the road is continued by a noble 
embankment, extending about a mile in length. In 
1788 and 1790, acts of parliament were passed for 
constructing an embankment to secure this low tract 
from the encroachment of the sea, and for inclosing 
it, as it formed an extent of about three thousand 
acres, of which about 800 are comprised within the 
limits of this parish. Under the provisions of these 
acts considerable prc^ess had been made in the 
execution of the work, and many thousand pounds 
expended on it, when, in 1796, a violent irruption 
of the sea destroyed the greater part of the embank- 
ment, and the enterprise was for some time aban- 
doned. This desirable work was, however, resumed 
under the sanction of an act of parliament obtained 
in 1815, and the undertaking was successfully com- 
pleted in 1819. 

The parish comprises by admeasurement 3683 
acres, of which 823 are woodland, marsh, and waste, 
and the remainder arable, to a great extent inclosed^ 
and well-cultivated. The surface is varied, gently 
sloping to the marsh; and the scenery is ornamented 
with clusters of various kinds of trees, ash and syca- 
more being the most prevalent: there are several 
rivulets, but the Cevni is the most considerable 
stream, which, running along the eastern boundary 
of the parish, separates it from that of Llanviharig^l- 
Ysceiviog. The soil on the more elevated grounds 
is clayey, and in the other parts it is a fine rich loam, 
producing good oats, barley, and potatoes, which, 
with the cattle reared here, constitute the chief dis- 
posable produce : limestone, grit, and freestone, of 
excellent Quality, are quarried, and beds of coal 
exist, but they are not at present worked. The only 
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gentleman's seat is Henblas, which is an ancient 
mansion, built in 1625, and beautifully situated on 
the brow of the slope commanding an extensive view 
of the range of the Carnarvonshire mountains : it is 
occupied by the proprietor, Charles Henry Evans, 
£sq., of whose family were Dr. William Lloyd, of 
St Asaph, one of the seven bishops prosecuted by 
James the Second, and Dr. Henry Rowland, Bishop 
of Bangor, in 1600. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed, with 
that of Cerregceinwen, to the Archdeaconry of An- 
glesey, which is held by the Bishop of Bangor ; the 
tithes, belonging to the bishop, have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £331. V2. 4., subject to rates, 
averaging £11. 8. 8. per annum : the curate is en- 
titled to receive a bequest of £25 per annum, by the 
Rev. Dr. Lewis, for preaching a sermon on every 
Sunday, by which donor also £50 were left to the 

Eoor of the parish. The church is supposed to have 
een originally founded about the year 550, but it is 
uncertain when the present structure was built, which 
is 79^ feet in length and 20^ in breadth, and con- 
tains some interesting architectuval features, among 
which are a spacious lancet-shaped arch in the centre 
of the church, supported by clustered pillars, and an 
east window of good design, enriched with elegant 
tracery. There are places of worship for Indepen- 
dents and Methodists, the former of whom support a 
Sunday school for 100 persons; and a handsome 
National school-room, for the accommodation of 120 
children, together with a residence for the master, 
has been recently built The Rev. Hugh Jones be- 

?ueathed £100; John Griffith Lewis, £10; Owen 
)avid ab Owen, £10; and various other benefactors 
smaller sums of money, amounting in the whole to 
£140, which sum was placed on mortgage; but 
having been recovered from the mortgager by an 
attorney, he expended £100 of the amount in build- 
ing six cottages, now occupied by poor families rent- 
free, and the residue, £40, was never paid, as he 
died insolvent shortly after. Two other donations, 
amounting to £8^ and a rent-charge of IO5., have 
been lost to the poor; and the only available charity 
now is £2. 10., arising from the Kev. Dr. Lewis's 
bequest of £50. Dr. Henry Maurice, of Jesus' 
College, Oxford, and Margaret Professor of Divi- 
nity in that university, was born in this parish, in 
1648; he accompanied his patron. Sir Leoline Jen- 
kins, to Cologne, whither he was sent as ambassador, 
and greatly distinguished himself as a polemical 
writer 

LLANGUICKE, or LLANGUIC (LLAN- 
GIWG), a parish, in the hundred of Llanoyvelach, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 8^ miles (n. 
N. £.) from Swansea; containing 2813 inhabitants. 
This place is situated on the road leading from Neath 
to Llandilo and Llandovery ; and is bounded on the 
north by the parish of Ystradgunlais, in the county 
of Brecon, on the east by that of Kilybebill, and on 
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the west by Llangy velach ; and in tlie southern por- 
tion the river Tawe flows through a beautiful and 
romantic vale to which it gives name, affording in 
some parts pleasing and picturesaue views, and 
sheltered on both sides by lofty hills of varied ap- 
pearance and rich in mineral wealth. The parish 
comprises by admeasurement 12,000 acres, a large 
proportion of which is common land. The scenery 
IS diversified, many parts being wild and dreary, and 
others beautifully picturesque. Much of the land is 
swampy and stony, with a clayey soil, but that on 
the banks of the river is fertile, and produces good 
grain, which, with sheep and cattle, constitutes the 
chief produce. The mines of stone-coal, culm, and 
iron- ore, situated on lands belonging to Richard 
Douglas Gougb, Esq., and which are almost inex- 
haustible, are worked to a considerable extent The 
gentlemen's residences are Gelligron, Garth Hall, 
and Alltycham. The Swansea canal, which passes 
through the parish, affords the means of conveying 
large quantities of mineral produce to the port of 
Swansea, from which it is shipped to various parts of 
the kingdom ; and a road from Swansea to Breck- 
nock, vmich passes by the village, gives a facility of 
intercourse with the neighbouring districts. The 
living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £600 
royal bounty, and £1200 parliamentary grant, and 
in the patronage of Mrs. Leach, to whom the im- 

Eropriation belongs; net income, £103: the tithes 
ave been commuted for a rent-charge of £300. 
The church, which is dedicated to St Ciwg, was 
built about 500 years ago, and contains 500 sittings. 
There are two places of worship for Independents. 
The late Mrs. Elizabeth Turberville, of Kllybebill 
Place, by indenture granted a moiety of £10 per 
annum, m 1795, which is annually distributed at 
Christmas, among the poor of the parish, by the 
clergyman and churchwardens. In 1740, Mary Her- 
bert gave a rent-charge of £5, one moiety of which 
was to be distributed among the poor and necessitous 
housekeepers not receiving parochial aid, and ac- 
cordingly, £2. 10. are so disposed of at Christmas 
and Easter. 

LLANGUNLLO (LLAN-GYNLLO), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Newcastle-Emlyn, upper 
division of the hundred of Troedyraur, county of 
Cardigan, South Wales, 4 miles (n. b. by £.) 
from Newcastle-Emlyn ; containing 639 inhabitants. 
This parish, which derives its name from the dedica- 
tion of its church to St. Cynllo, is pleasantly situated 
on the turnpike-road from Cardigan through Troed- 
yraur to Lampeter ; and is bounded on the north by 
the parish of Troedyraur, on the south by those of 
H^nllan and Uanvair-Orllwyn, an the west by that 
of Brongw^n, and on the south-east by that of Llan- 
dyssil. It comprises by computation 3500 acres, of 
which 1000 are arable, 2000 pasture, and 500 wood- 
land ; the soil is in some parts stony, but in general 
fertile, running into several varieties, and the chief 
50 



produce of the parish is corn, pigs, and homed 
cattle; the surface is undulated and mountainous, 
and the scenery picturesque and beautiful. The 
upper grounds command some extensive and inter- 
esting prospects, and from the eminence on which 
the church is built is obtained a fine view over the 
beautiful vale, above which stands the mansion of 
Bronwydd : the only streams are two inconsiderable 
rivulets, which, however, contribute to the interest 
and beauty of the grounds through which they take 
their course, and are ornamented with several fine 
plantations of fir. In the immediate vicinity are 
some fine estates, comprehending those of Gernfis, 
Penyboily, Nantyddwylan, and Brookfield. Bron*- 
wydd, the residence of the late patriotic Colond 
Lloyd, who commanded the Teivy-side volunteers, 
and subsequently the Fishguard and Newton fend- 
bles, is a handsome mansion, lieautifully situated on 
the summit of an eminence richly clothed with wood, 
and overlooking a deep and sequestered vale, watered 
by a rapid and turbulent stream, which falls into the 
Teivy at Henllan. Gemds, formerly the mansiim 
of the family of Lewis, afterwards of Major Pany, 
by marriage of his ancestor, Thomas Parry, of Cwm 
Cynon, E^q., with the heiress of that &mily, is a 

food house, pleasantly situated in grounds compre- 
ending much varied and pleasing scenery. There 
is a flag-stone quarry in which two or three hands 
are occasionally employed. The living is a discharged 
rectory, rated in the king's books at £6. 13. 4., and 
in the patronage of the freeholders and leaseholders 
of the parish : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £175; and there is a glebe of 120 
acres, valued at £80 per annum ; also a glebe-house. 
The church, dedicated to St. Cynllo, a saint of the 
fifth century, who was eminent for the sanctity of 
his life and the austerity of his manners, is a neat 
edifice, situated on a commanding eminence, and 
rebuilt at the sole expense of the parishioners; it is 
thirty-five feet in length and sixteen in breadth, and 
consists of a nave and chancel appropriately fitted 
up for divine service. About thirty children of 
both sexes are instructed in a day school, and about 
twenty are taught gratuitously in a Sunday schooL 
A bequest of £20, by William Hugh, in 1779, for 
the benefit of the poor, has been lost by the party in 
trust becoming insolvent 

LLANGUNLLO (LLAN-GYNLLO), a pa- 
rish, comprising the Upper and Lower divisions, in 
the union of Knighton, hundred of Kevenlleece, 
county of Radnor, South Wales,, 4 miles (w.) 
from knighton ; and containing 444 inhabitants, of 
which number 284 are resident in the Upper, and 
160 in the Lower, division. This place, which de- 
rives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St Cynllo, an ancient British saint who flourished 
about the middle of the fifth century, is situated in 
the north-eastern portion of the county, about two 
miles to the west <h the road leading from Knighton 
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to Pen-y-Bont ; and is bounded by the parishes of 
Beguildy and Heyop on the north, on the south by 
that of Blethva, on the east by thkt of Knighton, 
and on the west by that of Llanbister. It extends 
nearly four miles in length and three in breadth, 
comprising by computation about 40C0 acres, of 
which 1000 are arable, 2500 pasture, and the re« 
mainder woodland ; the surfece is mountainous, and 
the scenery, though not distinguished by any strik- 
ing peculiarity of features, is in general pleasing, and 
on the side towards Knighton, m many parts highly 
picturesque. The Lug, an inconsiderable stream, 
runs through the parish, which is rich in oak coppice, 
and commands from the more elevated grounds some * 
interesting and finely varied prospects over the valley 
of Cwm Heyop, which is partly within the parish : 
the hills are dry, and afford good pasturage for sheep ; 
and in the vale the soil is nch and fertile, and pro- 
duces good wheat, oats, barley, and turnips. 

In ancient writings this place is styled <* Llan 
Gvnllo cum Capellis," and tne parochial church of 
Pillith is said to have been formerly a chapel to 
the mother church of this parish. Llangunllo, with 
Pillith, constitutes a prebend in the collegiate church 
of Brecknock, valued in the king's books at £13, 
and in the gift of the Bishop of St David's. The 
living is a discharged vicarage, with the perpetual 
curacy of Pillith annexed, rated in the king's books 
at £5. 1. 0^., and endowed with £*200 royal bounty; 
present net income, £98, with a glebe-house ; patron, 
the Bishop. Three-fourths of the tithes of this 
parish, and also of that of Pillith, belong to the 
prebendary of Llangunllo, and the remainder to the 
vicar; they have been commuted for a rent-charge 
of £400, of which, a sum of £800 is payable to the 
prebendary, and £100 to the vicar, which latter is 
subject to rates, averaging £6. 18. 6. ; and the in- 
cumbent also has a glebe of 4 acres, valued at £5 
per annum. The church is an ancient edifice, con- 
sisting of a nave and chancel, and is eighty feet in 
length, and thirty in breadth in the middle, and con- 
tains about two hundred sittings, of which twelve 
are free. A day school is endowed with a house 
and four acres of land, producing £5 per annum, 
purchased in 1766, with a bequest of £40, by 
Thomas Holland ; six children are gratuitously in- 
structed, and the master^ who is also vestry clerk, 
teaches twenty- five others as pay scholars. John 
Blashfield, in 1795, left £30, the interest to be ex- 
pended in clothing the poor not receiving parochial 
aid ; and it is distributed accordingly, after being 
allowed to accumulate for two or three years. Wit 
liam Bryan, in 1829, bequeathed £40, the interest 
of which, £1. 16., is divided on Good Friday among 
such poor people as have attained the age of eighty 
and upwards, agreeably to the will of the donor. 
Andrew Clarke, in 175*2, bequeathed a rent-charge 
of £2 ; and Thomas Meyrick, m 1764, gave a charge 
of £1. 10., to be annually distributed among the 
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poor ; but these two charities have been either lost, 
or never came into operation, under the Mortmain 
Act. 

LLANGUNNOCK (LLAN-GYNOG), a 
parish, in the higher division of the hundred of Der- 
LL^s, union and county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 6 miles (s. w. by s.) from Carmarthen ; con- 
taining 800 inhabitants. This place is situated a 
little to the north of Carmarthen bay, and is bounded 
by the parishes of Mydrim and Merthyr on the 
north, by that of Llanstephan on the south, on the 
east by that of Llangain, and on the west by that of 
Llanvihangel-Abercowin. It comprises about 5429 
acres of good land, chiefly arable, and has been 
greatly improved since the year 1806, when an act 
of parliament was obtained, under the provisions of 
which more than five thousand acres within its limits 
have been allotted and inclosed, the greater part of 
it being now in a good state of cultivation. The 
surrounding scenery, with few exceptions, is tame 
and uninteresting, though some of the distant views 
are picturesque and beautiful ; and the only stream, 
with the exception of a few brooks, is the river 
Cywyn, which falls into the Taf a few miles below 
St. Clear's. The soil is poor, rocky, and barren, 
and the chief produce is oats and barley, with a little 
wheat The manor of Penryn, which is co-exten- 
sive with the parish, contains an ancient family 
mansion called Cwm, situated in a well-woodedf, 
romantic spot, and which appears to have been 
formerly a place of considerable extent and import* 
ance : tnere is also a neat, genteel residence, named 
Fern-hill, which is pleasantly situated. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to that 
of Llanstephan ; and the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £252. The church, dedicated 
to St. Cynog, is a very plain edifice, consisting of 
two aisles, and had originally windows in the early 
English style, which have been changed for modern 
sash-lights ; it is sixty-three feet in length and thirty- 
two in breadth, and contains sittings for two hundred 
persons, all of which are free, except those belong- 
ing to two large pews, the property of the Cwm 
estate. There are places of worship for Baptists 
and Independents. Here is a parochial school, on 
the common in the manor of Penryn, said to have 
been founded by Judge Vaiighan, of Derll^s, and 
endowed with two cottages and about two acres of 
land, together with an allotment of above an acre, 
on the mclosure of the parish in 1808; which en- 
dowment was subsequently augmented, by Mr. John 
Vaughan, with a rent-charge of £5, for clothing 
eight poor children, and providing them with books ; 
there are about thirty-five children in the school, 
of whom eight are instructed gratuitously. This 
establishment, which is called the New Well Charity, 
is traditionally said to have originated from a cure 
performed on Judge Vaughan by the water of a 
spring called the New Well, near the site of the pre- 
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sent school-bouse, over the entrance to which is a 
stone with the following inscription : ^' This is a 
charity school for ever, built at the recommendation 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, by tlie lord, free- 
holders, and inhabitants of this manor of Penrin, 
A.D. 1705.'' There is also a Sunday school, in 
which fifty males and females are taught gratuitously 
by the dissenters. Mr. John Popkin, in 1713, be- 

3'ueathed £10, now lost; and in 1771, Mr. David 
ames left £100, the interest of which latter, toge- 
ther with the dividends arising from £214. 2. 6. 
three per cent. Bank annuities, oequeathed in 1822, 
by Miss Theodosia Laugharne, of toe town of Laiig- 
harne, is annually distributed among the aged and 
infirm poor of the parish. 

LLANGUNNOR (LLAN-GYNYR), a pa- 
rish, comprising the Upper and Lower divisions in 
the hundred of Kidwelly, union and county of 
Carmarthen, South Wales, 1 mile (£•) from 
Carmarthen ; containing 1228 inhabitants. This 
parish is beautifully situated on the river Towy, by 
which it is separated from the borough of Carmar- 
then; and is traversed by the great turnpike-road 
from that town, through Golden Grove, to Llandilo- 
Vawr; by the mail-road to Swansea; and by another 
turnpike-road to the same place, passing through 
Kidwelly and Llauelly. It is bounded on the north 
by the parbh of Aberguilly, on the south by that of 
Llangam, on ide east by those of Llandarog and 
Llanarthncy, and on the west by Carmarthen ; and 
comprises, according to computation, 5770 acres, of 
which 1400 are arable, 4200 pasture, and 170 wood- 
land, comprehending several species of fir, with oak, 
elm, ash, sycamore, nazel, &c. On the bank of the 
river is a ridge of elevated ground, at the eastern 
extremity of which stands the church, commanding 
perhaps the finest view of the most interesting por- 
tion of the fertile and picturesque Vale of Towy. 
This beautiful prospect embraces Merlin's Hill on 
the left, and on the right the luxuriant woods of 
Middleton Hall, with the elegant tower, raised to 
the memory of Viscount Nelsdn, crowning the sum* 
mit of one of the loftiest hills in the vale. Opposite 
to these are, Grongar Hill, and the abrupt eminence 
on which are the ancient and venerable ruins of 
Dryslwyn Castle, almost surrounded by a bold sweep 
of the river; and a little higher up in the vale is 
Dynevor Castle, embosomed in stately oaks, above 
which rise, in romantic grandeur, the dilapidated 
towers of that once stately pile. The vale is studded 
on each side with numerous handsome seats and 
elegant villas, amongst which the newly- restored 
palace of St David's, and the pleasing little vilbge 
of Aberguilly, are conspicuous. The whole extent 
of country beyond Llandilo, through which the 
Towy pursues its winding course, lies open to the 
view, forming a grand combination of pleasingly 
picturesque objects, and a continued succession of 
scenery of unrivalled beauty, terminated by the 
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Black Mountains in the distance. The lands, with 
the exception of a small portion, are inclosed and 
cultivated ; and the soil, tnough varied, is generally 
fertile, producing wheat, barley, oats, clover, and 
hay. The gentlemen's seats are. Mount-pleasant, 
Mount-hill cottage, Myrtle-hill, with several others : 
lead-mines were formerly worked, but not with much 
success. The Carmarthen race-course is situated on 
the bank of the Towy, in the parish. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in. the 
king's books at £3, and endowed with £200 private 
benefaction, and £200 royal bounty; present net 
income, £225 ; patron. Bishop of St. David's ; im- 
propriator. Sir 6. G. Williams, Bart The churcdi^ 
dedicated to St. Cynyr, is a neat edifice, appro- 
priately fitted up for the performance of divine ser- 
vice, and, though possessing no architectural details 
of importance, derives from its beautiful situation an 
interesting and romantic appearance. It was rebuilt 
about the year 1806, and, including the chancel, is 
72 feet long and 35 broad, and contains 312 sitting, 
all of which are free : there is a neat monument to £e 
memory of Sir Richard Steele, who, for some time 
prior to his decease, lived in retirement at a &rm in 
the parish, called Tt Gwyn, or the " White House." 
On JLIangunnor Hill, within a short distance of the 
church, uie present incumbent has erected a com- 
modious vicarage-house, which commands a fine view 
of the Vale of Towy. There is a place of worship 
for Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, who also have a 
Sunday school, supported by voluntary contribo- 
tions, m which sixty males and females are taught; 
another school, belonging to the Established Church, 
and containing about sixty adults and children, is 
maintained by the vicar; and there is a day school, 
in which twenty children are instructed at the expense 
of their parents. The parish participates in the 
benefit of Dr. Lawrence's and Mrs. Stephenson's dis- 
tribution of blankets in Carmarthen, at Christmas. 

LLANGURIG, or LLANGIRRIG (LLAN- 
GURIG), a parish, in the union of Newtown and 
Llanidloes, upper division of the hundred of Llan- 
idloes, county of Montgomery, North Wales, 
5 miles (s. w.) from Llanidloes, on the road to Aber- 
ystwith; containing 1951 inhabitants. This parish 
IS situated on the northern bank of the river Wye, 
at no great distance from its source in the neigh- 
bouring mountain of Plinlimmon; and is bounded 
on the north by the parishes of Llanidloes and Trev- 
eglwys, on the south by those of Cwm-Toyddwr 
and St. Harmon, in the county of Radnor, on the 
east by Llandinam and Llanidloes, and on the west 
by Llanbadarn-Vawr and Llanvihangel-y-Creiddyn, 
in the county of Cardigan. A new road leading 
from the village to Rhaiadr, in the shire of Radnor, 
formed in 1830, has placed it on the nearest route 
from London to Aberystwith, and added materially 
to its interest and importance ; and this line of roaa, 
which is nine miles and a half in length, winds 
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through the beautiful and picturesque Vale of the 
Wye, abounding with pleasingly diversified scenery. 
The parish comprises by computation 35,000 acres, 
of which, about 8000 are arable, 25,000 pasture and 
sheep-wsdks, and the remainder woodland. The 
northern, southern, and western parts are moun« 
tainous and dreary, but the eastern portion is marked 
by less lofty elevations, and is well-wooded and 
ornamented with much romantic scenery. The dis- 
tant views from several parts are interesting; and 
from Glyn-Brochan is an extensive and delightful 
prospect, embracing the Vale of Llandiloes, with the 
windings of the river Severn, and the mountainous 
ridges oy which this district is bounded. Of the 
rateable annual value, the return made amounts to 
£3749. A few persons are engaged in quarrying 
flag-stones, which are abundant; and there are three 
or four ^annel manuifactories, giving employment 
together to about 150 men and children : four corn- 
mills employ three or four hands each. 

The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £9. 10.; patron. Bishop of Bangor; impropri- 
ator. Sir W. W. Wynne, Bart : the vicarial tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £280, 
being one-fourth of the whole. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Curig, a saint of the seventh century, is 
an ancient structure, in the early English style, with 
a tower containing three bells ; it is 37 yards long 
and 15 broad, and affords accommodation to about 
600 persons : the remains of an elaborately carved 
screen and rood-loft having become dilapidated were 
lately removed. There are places of worship for 
Baptists, Independents, and Welsh Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Metnodists. A day school was established 
in 18£^ by the Rev. £. James, M.A., curate, and 
contains upwards of sixty children, forty-three of 
whom are paid for by annual subscriptions, every 
subscriber of iOs. being allowed to send a child for 
one year, and the rest are instructed at the ex- 
pense of their parents. There are also four Sun- 
day schools, supported by subscription, in one of 
which, connected with the Established Church, are 
56 males and females ; the rest appertain to the dis- 
senters, and contain about 170. Mr. David Vaughan 
bequeathed £10 to the poor, the interest of which is 
annually distributed among them. In 1826, a noble, 
coined in the reign of Edward III., was dug up in 
the parish. 

LLANGWILLOG (LLAN-GWILLOG), a 
parish, partly in the hundred of Llyvon, partly in 
that of Menai, and partly in that of Malltraeth, 
union and county of Anglesey, North Wales, 
3^ miles (n. w.) from Llangevni; containing 260 in- 
habitants. This parish, which derives its name from 
the dedication of its church to St. Cwyllog, a female 
saint, who flourished in the middle* of the sixth cen- 
tury, is pleasantly situated nearly in the centre of die 
island, and on the turnpike-road leading from Llan- 
gevni to Llanerchymedd, from which places it is 
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equidistant. A sanguinary battle is said to have 
taken place on Maes Rhos Rhyvel, in 1 143, between 
the forces of Owain Gwynedd, Prince of North 
Wales, and the united armies of the Erse, Manks, 
and Norwegians, who had invaded the island, in 
which the Welsh prince was triumphantly victorious. 
Upon that occasion the whole naval force of Wales is 
said to have been brought into action, and to have 
succeeded in capturing all the ships of the enemy off 
Dulas bay. This victory is celebrated in Gray's 
Ode to the memory of Owain Gwynedd, in which ne 
eulogizes the exploits of that chieitain ; but it is not 
noticed by any of the principal Welsh historians. 

The parish is bounded on the north by that of 
Coed-anna, on the south by Heneglwys, on the 
east by TrSgayan, and on the west by Bodwrog ; 
and comprises by computation about 1600 acres, 
which are nearly all arable, and in general inclosed 
and well cultivated, the surface being level and the 
soil light, thereby rendering the most important 
facilities for tillage and the production of grain: 
there are two gentlemen's seats called Trescawen, 
and Bryngoleu. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
endowed with £400 privatelbenefaction, £600 royal 
bounty, and £800 parliamentary grant; net income, 
£90; patron and impropriator, Sir R. B. Williams 
Bulkeley, Bart. The church, situated in that part 
of the parish which is in the hundred of Malltraeth, 
was originally founded in the year 605 : the present 
edifice, which is remarkably well built, measures 38 
feet by 18^ and has an ancient and curious chapel at 
the west end of the nave, it contains sittings for 80 
persons, one-sixth of which are free. There are 
places of worship for Calvinistic and Wesleyan Me- 
thodists, the former of whom support a Sunday 
school, in which are about 70 males and females. 
The only charitable benefaction in the parish is a 
rent^charge of lbs, bequeathed by John Gri£Sth 
Lewis, and paid by Mrs. Prichard of Trescawen ; 
but other gifts, including one of £10 by William 
Prichard, have been lost, owing to the insolvency of 
parties to whom they were lent. At a short distance 
from Maes Rhos Rhyvel is a place called " Castell," 
the origin and history of which are equally unknown. 
Coins of Nero, Vespasian, and Constantine, have 
been found at various times, in a state of good pre- 
servation, and in 1829 a gold coin of Vespasian was 
dug up, the impression on which was quite perfect 

LLANGWM (LLAN-GWM), a parish, in the 
union of Corwen, hundred of Isaleo, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, 6 miles (w.) from Cor- 
wen ; containing 1017 inhabitants. It is stated that 
the inhabitants of North Wales, revolting against the 
government of Meredydd ab Owain ab Hy wel Dda, 
Prince of South Wales, and nominally of all Wales, 
about the close of the tenth century, invited Eidwal, 
son of Meirig, to the throne, to dispossess whom 
Meredydd immediately called together his troops, 
and the rival princes met at Llangwm, where, after 
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a sharp conflict, Meredydd was totally defeated, and 
Tewdwr Mawr, his nephew, slain. The parish, 
which is of great extent, is situated in a moorland 
district, near the extremity of the county, borderine 
on Merionethshire, and is intersected by the road 
from London through Shrewsbury to Holyhead and 
Dublin : it is bounded on the north by the parishes 
of Cerrig-y-Druidion and Llanvihangel-Glyn-y- 
Myvyrt on the east by those of Bettws-Gwervil- 
Goch and Corwen, and on the south and west by 
that of Llanvawr, in the county of Merioneth ; and 
comprises about 10,000 acres, of which 3500 are 
arable, 2000 meadow and pasture, 500 woodland, 
and nearly all the rest common. The scenery is 
highly diversified and picturesque, the parish con- 
sisting of lofty hills and fruitful vales sprinkled with 
iir, oak, and other trees, and watered by several 
pleasing streams, the principal of which is the 
Geirw, which abounds with fine trout, and runs in one 
part of its course through a precipitous and roman- 
tic dingle called Glyn Diphwys, where it is crossed 
by a bridge at which is a celebrated water-fall, 
greatly contributing to the impressive effect of the 
scenery. The soil, though not naturally rich, admits 
of great improvement, and where well cultivated 
produces excellent crops of oats and barley, potatoes 
and turnips, and sometimes small quantities of wheat ; 
but good husbandry has been much neglected, and 
the land left, to a great extent, to its own resources, 
in consequence of which, this district, in tillage, as 
well as in planting and draining, is behind many 
others in the principality. Both males and females 
are chiefly employed in the summer in agriculture, 
and in the winter in the spinning of woollen yarn, 
and the knitting of stockings, large quantities of 
which are sent to the neighbouring towns, and are 
purchased for the London and Liverpool markets : 
others of the males are occupied in attendance upon 
their herds and flocks, great numbers of which are 
purchased by the English drovers, and fattened for 
the London market The rateable annual value of 
the parish has been returned at £3035. The village 
is small, but is noted for the large black cattle fair 
held in it, which takes place on April 18th, when a 
vast number is generally sold. 

The living comprises a sinecure rectory and a 
discharged vicarage, both in the patronage of the 
Bishop of St. Asaph; the former is rated in the 
king's books at £11. 4. 7., and the latter at £6, and 
endowed with £200 royal bounty: the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £398. 8b, of 
which £250 are payable to the rector, who has also 
a glebe of 22f acres, and £148. 8. to the vicar, who 
has likewise a glebe of 12 acres, with a house. The 
church, dedicated to St. Hierom, is a small neat 
edifice, 72 feet long and 18 broad, with a gallery at 
the west end, ana contains about 250 sittings, of 
which 60 are free. There are places of worship for 
Independents and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Me- 
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thodists. A Sunday school lately established in the 
church, is conducted by the vicar, and is gradually 
on the increase ; and there are four others appertain- 
ing to the dissenters and conducted gratuitously, in 
which are about 390 males and females. Various 
bequests have been made for the benefit of the poor, 
several of which have been lost ; and in the report of 
the parliamentary commissioners for inquiring- into 
charities only three are mentioned as now existinf^, 
which are those of Ellis Wynne, John Wynne, and 
David Williams, amounting together to £l49, and 
producing £6. 5. 3. per annum, which sum is dis- 
tributed m money and bread to the most necessitous 
parishioners, chiefly at Christmas. Ll^ Dinmael, 
an ancient mansion in the parish, is stated to have 
been the residence of Dinmael, a petty prince: 
courts for the lordship of Dinmael are held twice a 
year. 

LLANGWM (LLAN-GWM), a parish, in the 
union of Haverfordwest, hundred of Rhos, county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, 5 miles (s. £. by s.) 
from Haverfordwest ; containing 796 inhabitants. 
This parish, the name of which signifies *^ the chnrch 
in the vale," is pleasantly situated on the western 
bank of Milford Haven, about the same distance 
from Pembroke as from Haverfordwest Grreat 
Nash, formerly the residence of the family of Owen, 
now of Orielton, and long noted for its hospitality, is 
deserted by its proprietor, and in ruins : Dumple- 
dale is a handsome modern mansion, very pleasantly 
situated, and commanding a fine view of the Haven. 
At the village, which extends along the shore, is a 
horse ferry to the parish of Coedcanlais. The inha- 
bitants «re principally engaged in a lucrative oyster 
fishery, the produce of which is generally sold at 
two shillings per bushel (Winchester measure), to 
dealers from the coast of Kent, more especially to 
those of Chatham and Rochester, by whom they are 
taken awav in sloops for the supply of the London 
market; tne average annual amount of the profits of 
the fishery is about £2000, and in good seasons it 
frequently exceeds £3000. Coal and culm are found 
in great abundance : the mines are worked by Sir 
John Owen, Bart, who is the principal proprietor, 
and the produce is shipped at Hook Quay, for the 
supply of the neighbouring districts. The rateable 
annual value of the parish has been returned at 

rated 
ith 
£200 parliamentary grant; patrons, alternately. Sir J. 
Owen, and Mrs. Owen Barlow : the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £190, subject to rates, 
averaging £23. 15. 2. per annum ; and there is a 
glebe of 35 acres, valued at £36 per annum ; also a 
glebe-bouse. The church, dedicated to St Hierom, 
is a spacious and venerable structure, in the early 
style of English architecture, and contains some an« 
cient monuments, among which are several to the 
memory of the family of Roch : it was until lately 



£1545. The living is a discharged rectory, rate 
in the king's books at £7. 12. 11., and endowed wi< 
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in a very dilapidated state, but has been just re- 
paired, its interior neatly ceiled and thoroughly re- 
newed, and the exterior preserred in its ancient 
style, at a cost of £300, including a sum expended 
by the incumbent on the chancel. There is a place 
of worship for Methodists. Thomas Roch, Esq., 
in J 707, bequeathed a portion of a small rent-charee, 
amounting to £), for the instruction of the poor; but 
the only schools are one for infants, in which 11, and 
a day school, in which 15, children are taught at the 
expense of their parents. 

LLANGWNADL (LLAN-GWYNODL), a 
parkh, in the union of Pwllheli, hundred of Com- 
HiTMAEN, Lleyn division of the county of Carnar- 
VON, North Wales, 12 miles (w. by s.) from Pwll- 
heli ; containing 309 inhabitants. This parish is situ- 
ated in the sooth-western extremity of the county, 
npon the shore of Carnarvon bay, by which it is 
bounded on the west; and comprises a small tract of 
arable and pasture land, in the cultivation of which 
the inhabitants are chiefly employed, except during 
the season of the herring fishery, which is here con- 
ducted upon an extensive scale. The surrounding 
scenery is pleasingly diversified, and the distant 
views, extending over Carnarvon bay and the ad- 
jacent country* are peculiarly Interesting. The 
rateable annual value of the parish has been returned 
at £860. 15. The living is a perpetual curacy, en- 
dowed with £1200 royal bounty ; net income, £50 ; 
Etron and impropriator. Sir J. S. Piozzi Salusbury, 
irt : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £117. 8. 6., of which the amount payable 
to the impropriator is £102. 8. 6., and to the perpe- 
tual curate £15. The church, dedicated to St Gwy- 
nodl, who lived about the middle of the sixth cen- 
tury, possesses no architectural claim to particular 
description. There is a small place of worship for 
Calvinistic Methodists. Richard Griffith, of Pen'r 
Orsedd, in 1788, bequeathed £40, with which were 
purchased two tenements in the parish ; and the 
rental, together with a moiety of Griffith Hughes' 
charity at Br^ncroes, no^nr amounting in the whole 
to £6. 11. per annum, is appropriated to the payment 
of a master to teach poor children of this place to 
read Welsh: the school contains 55 chilaren, of 
whom from 26 to 30 of the poorest are instructed by 
means of this endowment, the rest being paid for by 
their parents. There is also a Sunday school, in 
which about 150 males and females are taught 
g^tttitously by Calvinistic Methodists. Two cot- 
tages have been erected on the c#mmon with a few 
small bequests, which are occupied by paupers, at a 
nominal rent of 6d. each. 

LLANGWSTENYN, county of Carnarvon. 
— See Llancystenyn. 

LLANGWYRYVON, or LLANGRWY- 

DDON (LLAN-Y-GWYRYFON), a parish, in 

the union of Abertstwith, lower division of the 

hundred of Ilar, county of Cardigan, South 
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Wales, 8 miles (s. by e.) from Aberystwith ; con- 
taining 642 inhabitants. The name of this place 
signifies ** the church of the Vir^ns," and is derived 
from the dedication of its church to St. Ursula and 
the eleven thousand virgins. The parish is situated 
on the southern bank of the Wyrai ri^er, and com- 
prises a considerable tract of inclosed and well-culti- 
vated land, with a large portion of open and elevated 
common. I'he soil is generally fertile, and in some 
places argillaceous : turbaries are found in various 
places, and some of the higher grounds are abundantly 
productive of corn and hay. The living is a perpe- 
tual curacy, endowed with £800 royal bounty, and 
£1200 parliamentary grant; net income, £176; 
patron and impropnator, J. P. B. Chichester, Esq. 
The church, situated on an eminence, is a small an- 
cient edifice, consisting only of a nave and chancel, 
formerly divided by a curiously carved screen. In 
the churchyard is an old monumental stone, highly 
ornamented, and having the figure of a cross sculp- 
tured upon it, but without any inscription ; it is now 
used as a gate-post Owing to the elevated situation 
of the church, the cemetery commands a fine view of 
the river and the surrounding country. There are 
places of worship for Calvinistic and Wesleyan Me- 
thodists, in the former of which two schools are held, 
where the entire congregations assist in instructing 
each other in reading the Scriptures, and other 
exercises; and there is a day school, in which 40 
children are taught at the expense of their parents. 
Within the limits of the parish «re the remains of M 
intrenchment, of a curvilinear form ; but nothing is 
known either of its origin or history. 

LLANGWYVAN (LLAN-GWYFAN), a 
parish, in the hundred of Malltraeth, union and 
county of Anglesey, North Wales, 9 miles (s. w. 
byw.) from Llangevni; containing 193 inhabitants. 
This parish, which is of very small extent, being 
scarcely a mile in length, and about the same in 
breadth, is situated at the south-western extremity 
of the county, on the shore of Carnarvon bay ; and 
is bounded by the parishes of Llanbealan ana Uan- 
vaelog on the north, on the south by that of Aber^ 
fraw, and on the west by the sea. It comprises 
about 1500 acres, three-fourths of which are arable, 
and the remainder pasture ; the surface is gently tm* 
dulated, and the soil is rich and fertile, producing 
excellent crops of wheat, barley, and oats, whic^ 
with sheep, cattle, and pigs, constitute the chief dis» 
posable stock. Plas Liangwyvan, an ancient man' 
sion, is the property of Owen Fuller Meyrick, Esq., 
lord of the manor and owner of the parish. The 
living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the rectory 
at Tr^vdraeth : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £242, subject to rates, averaging 
£3. 3^ ; and there is a glebe of four acres, valued at 
£S per annum. The cnurch, dedicated to St. Cwy- 
van, who flourished towards the close of the seventh 
century, and from whom the parish derives its name, 
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is a small edifice, 48 feet long and 27 broad, and 
contains about 250 sittings, nearly all of which are 
free ; it is built on a rocky island in Carnarvon bay, 
about three-quarters of a mile distant from the main 
land, with which it has a communication only at low 
water ; and during the prevalence of easterly winds 
is utterly inaccessible, on which account divine ser« 
vice is seldom performed in it during the winter 
months. There is a Sunday school, in which from 
20 to 30 children receive gratuitous instruction. 
The produce of some small oiaritable gifts in land 
and money is annually distributed among the poor; 
the principal of which is the grant, by Margaret 
Wynne, of the farm of Cevn Bychan, in the parish 
of Newborough, containing thirty acres, now let at 
£9 per annum, to two poor aged women, one of this 
place, and one of Llanbedr-Goch, the recipient of 
the bounty in this parish to be selected by the owner 
of the mansion of Ilhos Mor : there is also a rent- 
charge of lOs. for the use of the poor, payable out of 
Cae Gwyn, in the parish of Llanvaelog, die pro- 
perty of Lord Boston ; and several other small bene- 
factions, which produced £2. 3. 6. annually, have 
been lost* 

LLANGWYVAN (LLAN-GWYFAN), a pa- 
rish, in the union and hundred of Ruthin, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, 5 miles (e.) from Den- 
bigh; containing 264 inhabitants. This parish, which 
derives its name from the dedication of its church, is 
situated in the north-eastern part of the county, and 
at the western base of the Clwydian range of moun- 
tains. The surrounding scenery is beautifully pic- 
turesque, and the views from the higher grounds 
over tne fertile and extensive Vale of Clwyd are rich 
aqd magnificent; the surface is finely undulated, 
and the lands, with the exception of the mountainous 
part of the parish, are inclosed and in a good state of 
cultivation ; the rateable annual value being returned 
at £1209. The living is a discharged rectory, rated 
in the king's books at £7. 18. 9., and endowed with 
£200 royal bounty; present net income, £256, with 
a glebe-house ; patron. Bishop of Bangor : the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £256 ; and 
there is a glebe of thirteen acres, valued at £20 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St Cwyvan, is a 
small neat edifice, undistinguished by any architect 
tural details of importance ; the pulpit and reading- 
desk are respectively placed on each side, and adja- 
cent to the communion table. There are a dfay 
school, in which 55 children are taught at the ex- 
pense of their parents ; and a Sunday school, afford- 
ing gratuitous instruction to 120 persons, botli in con- 
nexion with the Independents. John ap Richards 
by will, in 1725, left £3, and Mrs. Lloyd by will, 
the date of which is unknown, left the same amount, 
the interest of both bequests to be given among the 
poor annually. These sums were at interest in pri- 
vate hands until the year 1815, when they were 
called in and applied towards the new-pewing of the 
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church ; and the parish has ever since paid six shil- 
lings a year out of the poorVrate as interest, to be 
distributed at Christmas. 

LLANGYBI (LLAN-GYBI), a parish, in the 
union of Pwllheli, hundred of Eivionydd, county 
of Carnarvon, North Wales, 5 miles (n. e. by 
N.) from Pwllheli ; containing 726 inhabitants. This 
parish, which derives its name from the dedication of 
its church to St Cybi, an eminent British saint, who 
flourished towards the close of the sixth century, is 
pleasantly situated in the south-western portion of 
the county, and nearly in the centre ef the promon- 
tory that separates Cfardigan bay from the bay of 
Carnarvon. It is bounded on the north by the 
parishes of Llanelhdm and Clynnog, on the south 
by that of Llanarmon, on the east by those of Llan- 
vihangel-y-Pennant and Llanystyndwy, and on the 
west by that of Carngiwch; and comprises about 
4306 acres, of which 1705 are arable, 2571 meadow 
and pasture, and 30 woodland, consisting principally 
of oak, ash, and larch : the soil, to a considerable 
extent, is moist and gravelly, producing chiefly bar- 
ley, oats, and potatoes ; and the lands are mostly in- 
closed, and in a good state of cultivation. The sur- 
face is level, and die surrounding scenery is pleas- 
ingly diversified, comprising some fine views of the 
adjacent country, which is watered by several small 
streams, and abounds with varied and picturesoue 
beauty : the only mansion is that of Trallwyn. 1 he 
rateable annual value of the parish has been re- 
turned at £2548. 18. 6. The road from Carnarvon 
to Pwllheli passes through the parish, but there are 
no other facilities of intercourse with the neighbour- 
ing districts. 

The living is a rectory, with that of Llanarmon 
annexed, rated in the king's books at £15. 3. 4.; 
present net income, £450 ; patron. Bishop of Ban- 
gor : the tithes of Llangybi have been commuted * 
for a rent-charge of £226. 10. The church is a 
spacious structure, consisting of a nave and north 
aisle, and measuring, with the chancel, 59 feet in 
length and 17^ in breadth ; in 1828 it underwent a 
thorough repair, the roof being raised and new 
windows inserted, and it is now one of the best 
ecclesiastical edifices in this part of the principality. 
There are places of worship for Calvinistic Metho- 
dists and Independents. About 70 children are in- 
structed in two day schools at the expense of their 
parents ; and there are five Sunday schools, in which 
about 600 males and females are taught gratuitously; 
all the schools appertaining to the Methodists and 
Independents. An almshouse was founded in 1760, 
by William Price, Esq., of Rhiwias, who endowed it 
with a rent^charge payable out of the estate of Pen- 
tyrch Uchav, for six poor men, who receive £1 per 
quarter, with a sufficient allowance of fuel, and are 
nominated by Rice Thomas, Esq., of Coed Helen, 
heir of the founder : the six houses are substantially 
built of stone, but the alm^-people do not reside in 
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them, but let them to the parish officers at 25s, each. 
The Rev. Evan Griffith, in 1724, bequeathed £100, 
directing the proceeds to be annually distributed 
among me poor of this parish and Llanarmon. Near 
the church is a fine chalybeate spring, called Fyn- 
non Gybi, inclosed with a stone wall, and having 
stone seats round it : the water was formerly in great 
repute for its efficacy in the cure of scorbutic com- 
plaints, and is still found beneficial in chronic cases. 

LLANGYBY (LLAN-GYBI), a parish, in the 
onion of Lampbter, upper division of the hun- 
dred of MoYTHEN, county of Cardigan, South 
Wales, 4 miles (n.n.e.) from Lampeter; containing 
274 inhabitants. This place is situated on the road 
from Lampeter to Tregaron ; and is bounded on the 
north by the parish of Llandewy-Brevi, on the south 
by that of Bettws- Bledrws, on the east by that of 
Llanvair-Clyd^au, and on the west by the chapelry 
of Gartheli. The lands, which are watered by the 
river Dulas, are in general inclosed and in a good 
state of cultivation, and the soil is tolerably fertile, 
producing good barley and oats. The place formerly 
constituted a prebend in the colleg^iate church of 
Llandewy* Brevi, rated in the king's books at £1.6. 8. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £800 
royal bounty ; net income, £60 ; patrons, alternately, 
Lord Carrington and Captain G. L. Vaughan, the 
impropriators, whose tithes have been commuted for 
a rent-charge of £90, subject to rates, averaging 
£14. 9. 6. per annum. The church, dedicated to 
St. Cybi, is a small edifice, consisting only of a nave 
and cnancel. There are places of worship for Cal- 
vinistic Methodists, Independents, and Presbyte- 
rians : the last is supposed to be the most ancient 
congregation of dissenters in the principality, having 
first assembled here about the year 1663 : that for 
the first was built within the last few years. About 
80 children are instructed in a day school at the ex- 
pense of their parents. On a hill above the river 
Teivy is a large intrenchment, called Castell Goed- 
tr^v, but nothing is known either of its origin or 
history ; it gives name to the farm on which it is 
situated. 

LLANGYNHAVAL (LLAN-GYNHAFAL), 
a parish, in the union and hundred of Ruthin, county 
ot Denbigh, North Wales, 4 miles (n. by e.) 
from Ruthin ; containing 502 inhabitants. This pa- 
rish, which derives its name from the dedication of 
its church to St Cynhaval, who flourished about the 
be^nning of the seventh century, is situated in the 
ricn and fertile Vale of Clwyd, and sheltered by the 
fine range of mountains which bounds it on the east 
It is traversed by the road from Ruthin to Holywell, 
and bounded on the north by the parish of Llan- 
gjiryyan, on the south by that of Llanbedr, on the 
east by that of Kilken, and on the west by those of 
Llanynys and Llanychan ; and comprises by admea- 
surement 2300 acres, of which 1000 are mountain- 
ous, and nearly all the remainder arable. The sur- 
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rounding scenery is beautifully diversified and highly 
picturesque, and the views over the adjacent country 
abound with interesting features. A very considera- 
ble portion of the par^ is uninclosed and unculti- 
vated, but of the rest the soil is sandy, and the chief 
produce is barley : the rateable annual value is re- 
turned at £1656. Among the many gentlemen's 
seats sprinkled over the Vale of Clwyd, that of Plfis- 
Draw, situated in this parish, is considered the most 
* beautiful ; PlSs-Issa, a modem mansion, is elegantly 
built. The living is a discharged rectory, rated in 
the king's books at £15. 15.; patron. Bishop of 
Bangor : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £400; and there is a glebe of 13^ acres, 
valued at £20 per annum ; also a elebe-house. The 
church is a neat whitewashed edifice, 60 feet long 
and 42 wide, and contains 400 sittings ; it occupies 
a pleasant situation in the centre of the parish, and 
commands an extensive and beautiful view of the 
vale. There is a place of worship for Wesleyans. 
A National school, commenced in 1833, contains 
about 50 children daily, of whom 35 are instructed 
on Sundays, the rest attending a Sunday school at 
Llanychan : it is supported by endowment, and the 
children are partiy supplied with books by the rector. 
There is also a Sunday school, in which 240 males 
and females from five different parishes are taught 
gratuitously by Calvinistic Methodists. Thomas Ro- 
berts beaueathed £43, Edward Wynn £20, Strange 
Pedler £10, and John Doulben £10, to the poor, 
which, together with some smaller benefieictions, have 
been invested in the purchase of a portion of land 
called Gevel-y-Pwll, producing £7. 7. per annum. 
William Wynne, in 1723, left the interest of £100, 
which is now paid out of a large farm called Plas- 
ynllan, and applied in augmentation of the salary of 
the schoolmaster; and a few other annual charities 
of small amount, together with the produce of the 
land already named, are distributed on St Thomas's- 
day and Good Friday among the poor. In the chain 
of hills by which the parish is bounded on the east, 
the highest, called Moel Vamma, is surmounted by 
a column erected to commemorate the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the accession of Geoi^e III. : on the side 
towards the county of Flint it exhibits a remarkable 
volcanic appearance. 

LLANGYNIDER (LLAN-GYNIDR), a pa- 
rish, composed of the hamlets of Dyfryn and Vro, in 
the union and hundred of Crickhowel, countv of 
Br Kf KNOCK, South Wales, 4 miles (n. w.) ^om 
Crickhowel ; containing 2775 inhabitants, of which 
number 2233 are in the hamlet of Dyfryn. This 
place derives its name firom the dedication of its 
church to St. Cynyd, or Cynydr, who lived in reli- 
gious seclusion m Glamorgan, in the sixth century, 
and in commemoration of whom a festival was an- 
nually celebrated here, on the 1st of August. In an- 
cient records it is frcquentiy called ** Llan-Gynyd- 
Eglwys-Yail," from the Yail, a small stream Uiat 
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passed near the church ; aud " Llan-Gynyd-Eglwys- 
Vesey," from aa old chapel, of which the ruins were 
formerly visible on the bank of the Crawnon, about 
two miles from the village. The parish, which ex- 
tends from the southern hank of the Usk to the con- 
fines of Monmouthshire and Glamorgan, is bounded 
on the north by that river, which separates it from 
the parish of LJanvihangel-Cwm-Du ; on the south- 
west by the river Romney, which divides it from the 
parish of Gellygaer, in the county, of Glamorgan ; 
on the south by the parish of Bedwelty, in the shire 
of Monmouth; and on the west by the parish of 
Llanthetty: and comprises 13,992 acres by recent 
admeasurement, of which about 8000 are mountain 
land affording pasturage to large flocks of sheep, and 
the remainder inclosed arable and pasture, with some 
wood. The adjacent country is finely varied, and 
in many parts beautifully picturesque ; and the view 
of the mountains by which the parish is surrounded 
is strikingly beautiful : among these, the lofty conical 
mountain called the Sugar Loaf, on the border and 
within the county of Monmouth, and the Irvol, or 
Hirvoely commonly called Durvoel, in the adjoining 
parish of Llanthetty, partly clothed with larch trees 
of stately growth, are prominent and interesting fea- 
tures. The soil is lignt and inclining in some parts 
to gravel, and in others well adapted for wheat and 
baney, the latter of which is of superior quality : of 
the rateable annual value of the whole parish, the 
return made amounts to £2888, of whicn the por- 
tion for the hamlet of Dyfryn is £1446, and for that 
of Vro, £1442. The parish abounds with iron-ore, 
coal, and limestone ; and on the river Romney are 
some iron-works, which are conducted by the Bute 
Iron Company, and give employment to between 300 
and 400 men ; but the ore is supposed to be nearly 
expended. In the mountain district bordering on the 
counties of Monmouth and Glamorgan, and from six 
to nine miles distant from the pansh church, a vast 
increase of population has taken place, occasioned 
by the residence of miners and colhers belonging to 
the works situated in the adjoining parishes. The 
Brecknock and Abei^venny canal, extending from 
Pontvmoel, near Pontypool, in Monmouthshire, to 
Brecknoek, traverses the parish, and on its banks a 
wharf has been constructed for lime and coal ; and 
the tram-road, commonly caUed the Trivel Road, 
communicating with the canal at Talybont, in the 
parish of Llanthetty, passes along the Trivel moun- 
tain in this parish, which is also traversed by the 
turnpike-road leading from Llangattock to Breck- 
nock. Fairs are annually held in the village, by 
prescriptive right, on April 20tb, October 7t£, De* 
cember Ist, and the Wednesday before Christmas- 
day. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 

at £13. 14. 7.; present net income, £418; patron, 

Duke of Beaufort. The church, a plain small ecB* 

fice, situated in the hamlet of Vro, consists of a small 

68 



nave and chancel, and Contains about 240 sittmgs, 6( 
which a considerable number is free : the parsonage- 
house was erected at the expense of the Rev. Will^m 
Davies, incumbent There are places of worship for 
Baptists, Independents, and Wesleyan Metkooists. 
About 115 children of both sexes are instructed in 
four day schools at the expense of their parents ; a 
Sunday school is attached to the church ; and a sniall 
working school for girls, under the superiatendenee 
of the clergyman's lady, is supported by voluntary 
contributions: there are also nve Sundav scfaook 
appertaining to the dissenters, and afforaing gra- 
tuitous instruction to nearly 120 males and females. 
Mrs. Frances Griffiths, in 1761, left £10 in monej, 
the interest of which is annually, on E4Mter-eve, 
divided amonff the poor not receiving parochial 
relief; and Miss Sarah Prytherch, in 1787, be- 
queathed £8 per annum, payable out of a farm ia 
the parish, to oe distributed on the first of January, 
by the minister and churchwardens. It is believed 
that a Roman vicinal road from Caerphilly to Bed- 
welty, and thence over Bedwelty common, upon 
which are manifest and unequivocal traces of a 
causeway, leading through the mines of Bryn Oer 
to Llanvrynaeh, in the vale of Usk, passed along 
the high ridge of the Trivel Ddu mountain, in the 
parish. On this mountain, some years ago, was 
found a celt, which was in the possession of the late 
Archdeacon Payne. Near the source of the river 
Romney is a ford called Rh^d-y-Milwyr, or << the 
soldiers* ford," but from what circumstance it ob*> 
tained that appellation is altogether unknown. On 
the Trivel Glas mountain is a large natural cavern, 
termed Stabl Vawr, or '^ the great stable," above 
which is a large heap of stones, most probably raised 
as a beacon, as, upon examination, no sepuldiral 
deposite was found beneath it, denoting it a cairn. 
Tradition points out the site of an ancient castle near 
the high road from this place to Brecknock; but 
nothing of its history is recorded, and probably it 
was only a lodge for the residence of a forester under 
the lords of Tre 'r Twr castle. 

LLANGYNIEW ( LL AN-GYN Y W), a parish, 
in the union of Llanvtllin, lower division of the 
hundred of Mathraval, county of Montgomery, 
North Wales, 2 miles (n. by w.) from Llanvair- 
Caereixiion ; containing 647 inhabitants. This place 
derives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St Cynyw, aa eminent British saint, who flourished 
in the sixth century, and was son of Gwynlliw, and 
brother of Catwg the Wise. That it is of very 
remote antiquity is evident from the numerous 
British encampments, apparently of the very earliest 
character, whieh are scattered over the hills in vari^ 
ous parts of the parish ; and that it was either oeeii- 
pied by the Romans, or at least known to that peo- 
ple, has been coojectured on probable grounds by 
several writers, both from the situation and the 
quadrangular form of a camp ia the haialet of Math* 
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mTal, which subsequently beoame the seat of the s^sion of Robert Vipoot, apoverful baron in high 
luiefent princes of Powys. This station^ situated favour with John, King of England, who either re- 
en the bank of die riT*er tfanwy, at no mat distance built, or at least repaired and fortified, the ancient 
from its junction with the other branch of the rirer castle. In 1212, Llewelyn ab lorwerth, Prince of 
Vymwy, and at the western extremity ^ the Vale North Wales, having made an incursion into Powys- 
of Meit«d, near the turnpike-road from Llanvair to land, invested the castle of this place, whidi, from 
Meivod, has not only ^en supposed to be a Roman having been recently fortified by Vipont, was strong 
Staidoa, but by some antiquaries has been identified enough to hold out ac^tinst liis assaults, till King 
with dM long lost Mediokmum of the Itineraries. John, marching from England with a considerable 
The reasons upon wliicfa they establish their hypo- force to the relief of the baron, compelled Llewelyn 
Ibesis are, the common apimon entertained by all to retire with his confederate forces ; and in order to 
writers that, from tlie cdncidence of the situation prevent any similar attempt on the part of (Jiat 
with the distances laid down in the Itineraries of prince, he ordered the castle to be burnt to the 
Antonintis and Ridiard of Cirencester, the site of ground, since which period it has been in ruins, 
that station is to be looked for either in die Vale The parish is situated nearly in the centre of 
of Meivod, or in that of the Taoat; that the western the coaaty, on the turnpike- road leading from Os- 
part of the former <6t these vales nHist have been the westry to Llanvair ; and is bounded on the south 
^ot wbece the ancient Watling-str^et and the Via and west by the parish of Llanvair, and on the north 
JOevana would intersect each oUier, if continued in and east by the Banwy and Oweddyn, or Mechan, 
straight lines ; that there are no other remains of both branches of the river Vyrnwy, which nnite a 
Roman origin near tliis place, whSch at all corre- little befow Msitbraval, and separate this parish from 
spond with the disUmces given in the Itineraries; dkose of Llanvibangel and Meivod. It extends 
«m lastly, tlie f>revailing custom of the eariy Saxon nearly four miles in lenfftfa, and from a mile and a 
princes of Britain to erect their palaces on the sites haif to three nriles in M*etidth ; and comprises by 
of stations that bad been •ecupied by the Romans, admeasurement 4440acres, of which, by computatimi, 
On the opposite side of the river, in a wood called 1300 are arable, ISOO pasture, 1060 meadow, and 
Gwem Ddu, is a circular intrenchment ; and in a the remainder woodland. Nearly three-fourths of 
field beyond it is a circular mount, both which Mr. the lands are old inclosures, and the rest was in- 
Pennant diinks were appendages to the principal closed under the provisions of an act obtained in 
station at Mathraval, which he concurs with Burton 1810, which extended also to the adjoining parish of 
is supposing to have been the MedioUmum ot the Lianvair-Caereinion, and part of that of Castle- 
Romans. Caereinion. Tho sarfoce is greatly undulated, ris- 
About the latter end of the eighth century, the ^ iog in man? places into hills of considerable eleva- 
princes of Powys, in order to guard against the fre- tion ; and toe surrowoding scenery, which is strik- 
<)uent incursions of Ofia, King of Mercia, into the ingiy diversified and picturesque, is in several parts 
eastern portion of their territories, transferred the highly enriched with woods of luxuriant growth, 
seat of their government itmm ^ P«igwem Powys,'' and enlivened by the branches of the river Vymwy. 
BOW Shrewsbury, where it had been previously esta- At Mathraval Fridd and Park are not lees than 
blidied, to Madnraval in this parish, where they three hundred and fifty acres of woodland, on which 
eitfaer built a palace, or enlarged one previously are growing some of the finest oak trees in this 
erected, which ccmtinned to be their chiet residence county, which is much celebrated for that species of 
till towards the close of the twelfth oentury, when timber : many of the young trees, not more than 
Gweawynwvn, eon of Owain Cyveiliog, having taken nine indies m girth at the butt, are sixty feet in 
^ CasteU Codi yn Mhowys,** now Powys Castle, re- height, and for cleaving are considered to be the 
jnonred the seat of government to that place. The best in liie kingdom ; and those of more mature 
Eisteddvodau, or triennial assemblies of the bards growth are unrivalled in tihe stateliness of their s^- 
and minstrels, were regularly held at Mathraval pearance, forming a majestic and beautiful feature 
with ereat solemnity; and Owain Cyveiliog, who, m the scenery of the mace. From several of the 
as Prince of Powys, resided in the castle of this hills, which are c^enerMly of conical form, are some 
place, and Cynddelw Brydydd Mawr, his poet lau- noble and magnificent views over liie surrounding 
reate, who Kved at U^hwedd-Isav, near tne banks country, oonrorehending the most picturesque por« 
of the Vyrnwy, both bards of the first eminence, tion of the district called Powysland ; and from the 
m^o flounsbed during the middle of the twelfth cen- aummit of Penybortli, in the namlet of Cynhinva, 
tury, the Augustan era of Welsh poetry, composed more especially, the prospect is almost boundless in 
an those occasions some of their finest odes, of which extent and unequalled in grandeur. Towards the 
many are preserved in the Weish ArcbsBology. east are seen die open and fertile plmns of Salop, 
After the removal of the eeat of government to as far as the h^h lands of Cheshire and Staffordshire, 
Gastell Powys, the palace of Mathraval, wbidi was wiili the Wrekin, the Breiddyn, the Clee hiUs, and 
deserted by the princes of Powys, (ell into the po»- the Radnorshire range; and on the west are the 
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lofty mountains of Plinliromon, Cader Idris, the 
Arans, the Berwyn chain, and the Arenigs, with 
numerous other Welsh hills, among which one of 
thepeaks of Snowdon is plainly discernible. 

The soil in the arable land is loamy, in the mea- 
dow loamy and alluvial, and clayey in the pasture 
and woodland; and the chief produce of the parish 
is oats, barley, wheat, peas, butter, and cheese : the 
rateable annual value of the parish has been returned 
at £3595. There are several small turbaries that 
formerly supplied the inhabitants with fuel, but which 
are now almost exhausted ; tl^ey appear to have been 
formed from timber which, being collected in hol- 
lows, and becoming decomposed, constituted a peat 
soil of considerable depth. In one of these turbaries, 
a little to the north of the church, the pieces of 
timber found in a horizontal position were chiefly 
oak and birch ; but as the surface was lowered by 
the removal of the peat for consumption, the stumps 
of trees which were found in an upright position 
were of fir, and, on the application of fire, easily 
ignited and blazed freely. From this circumstance 
it is evident that the fir is a species of timber of no 
modern date in this part of the principality, and also 
that turbary water is a preservative of timber, espe- 
cially of fir. The substratum of the peat soil, which 
is now only a few feet deep, is a shell marl of con- 
siderable depth ; and between the peat and the marl 
is a layer of moss and sedges, apparently in their 
original state. On analyzing the marl, it was found 
to contain seven parts and one-tenth of extraneous 
vegetable matter, five-tenths of a part of silicious 
earth, eighty-nine parts and eight-tenths of carbon- 
ate of lime, and two parts and six-tenths of waste, 
being a portion of water. According to this analysis, 
the marl, containing^ nearly ninety per cent of car- 
bonate of lime, is highly valuable as a rich calcareous 
manure for land, though it has not been hitherto 
much used for that purpose, the inhabitants having 
been ignorant of its quality. The branches of the 
river Vyrnwy still retain their wonted celebrity for 
various kinds of fish of very superior quality, which 
obtained for them the appellation ^^ PUcon Amnes.** 
On the Banwy is a beautiful waterfall, near Dolanog 
bridge, partly within the parish of Llanvair. Math- 
raval Castle is the seat of the Earl of Powys, who is 
lord of the manor and one of the principal landed 
proprietors. The parish contains four corn-mills, in 
each of which about three hands are employed. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £5. 13. 4.; present net incpme, £336, with a 
glebe-house; patron. Bishop of St. Asaph. The 
church, dedicated to St. Cyniw, and situated at the 
eastern extremity of the parish, near the bank of the 
Banwy, is a venerable structure, in the early style 
of English architecture, measuring 49 feet oy 21, 
and containing 177 sittings, of which 53 are free: in 
the interior are the remains of the ancient screen 
and rood-loft, embellished with some exquisite carv- 



ings in oak, and in the east window are some small 
remains of stained glass ; the old font, which is of 
large dimensions, is still preserved: in the church* 
yard are six venerable yew trees. There are placet 
of worship for Independents and Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodists. Here are two day schools, one of whichy 
on the National plan, and commenced in 1826, con«> 
tains about 40 children, and the other, connected 
with Independents, about 30: in both these the 
education is at the expense of the parents. Three 
Sunday schools are also conducted, one a NatiiHial 
school, attended by 70 males and females ; and the 
other two, which appertain respectively to IndepeiH> 
dents and Calvinistic Methodists, affording grratoi- 
tous instruction to 135 males and females. Some 
small charitable donations and bequests have been 
made by various individuals, the produce arising 
from which, amounting to £6. 16., is annually dis- 
tributed in small sums among the poor of the parish; 
but the principal bequest, a rent^charge of £5, by 
Samuel Home, in 1604, is partly distributed in coal, 
on St. Thomas's-day. 

The only remains of the ancient castle of Math* 
raval, the supposed Roman station Mediolanumf 
consist of vestiges of the vast rampart of stones and 
earth, with a deep fosse on three sides of the quad- 
rangular area which it occupied, the fourth side 
being defended by the steep eminence overhanging 
the river : the inclosed area is about two acres in 
extent, each side being about one hundred and 
twenty yards in length ; at the north-eastern angle, 
which impends over the river, is a lofty exploratory 
mount, on which probably there may have been 
formerly a castelet, commanding a full view up and 
down the vale. Several relics of antiquity have 
been dug up among the ruins near this spot, among 
which were some tiles having protuberances at one 
extremity, apparently to connect them, also some 
silver dishes, an old sword, and some silver coins: 
within the area is a farm-house, situated near die 
mount, which, together with the greater part of the 
hamlet of Mathraval, belongs to the Powys estate. 
In the eastern part of the parish are the remains of 
two other encampments, forming, with Mathraval, 
an equilateral triangle, each of the sides of which is 
about a mile in length : the first of these, which are 
thought to be of British origin, is situated on a 
coni^ hill called Garthen, in the hamlet of Llan- 
gyniew, and appears to have been surrounded with 
three ramparts of earth and two fosses, inclosing a 
circular area seventy yards in diameter, within the 
inner wall, and one hundred and forty yards in 
diameter within the outer: the other occupies the 
summit of a hill in Mathraval Fridd, and comprises 
an elliptical area conformably to the shape of the 
hill, seventy-two yards in the longer, and forty-four 
yards in the shorter, diameter; it is encircled by 
two ramparts and one fosse, except on the western 
side, where, being less defended by the nature of 
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the groaod, it is protected by four ramparts and 
three fosses; the distance between the two ramparts 
IS twenty yards, and between the additional ramparts 
on the western side, ten yards: both these camps 
occupy an elevated site, commanding an extensive 
view of the adjacent country. There is a very 
powerful spring in the parish, strongly impregnated 
with sulphur. The late Rev. Dr. Evans, rector of 
Llanymynech, and canon of St Asaph, was born in 
this parish, and was buried in the church, where a 
marble tablet has been erected to his memory : he 
was a distinguished Welsh scliolar and critic, and 
ssisted Dr. burney in writing his History of Music, 
and Mr. Edward Jones in his collection of Welsh 
airs. Among his papers was lately discovered a 
letter from one of his friends, requesting his literary 
assistance in the following terms: ^^A Friend of 
mine, of the name of Samuel Johnson, talks of writ- 
ing a dictionary of the English language, and would 
be much obliged to you ror sending a list of those 
English words which are derived from the Welsh." 

LLANGYNOG (LLAN-GYNOG), a parUh, 
in the union and hundred of Builth, county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 3^ miles (s. s. w.) 
from Builth; containing 54 inhabitants. This place, 
which derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St. Cynog, an eminent British saint, who 
suffered martyrdom about the close of the fifth cen- 
tury, is situated in the northern portion of the county, 
on the. turnpike-road leading from Brecknock to 
Builth; and is bounded on the north by the parish 
of Llanddewi'r-Cwm, on the south by that of Gwen- 
ddwr, on the east by the county of Radnor, and on 
the west by the lofty range of the Eppynt hills. It 
comprises about 2000 acres, 1000 of which are com- 
prehended in a dreary and mountainous tract extend- 
ing beyond the confines of the parish, and the re- 
mainder consists of about one-sixth arable, the same 
of woodland, and two-thirds of meadow and pasture : 
the soil is poor, producing only a little oats and 
barley^ the farmers depending chiefly on the rearing 
of sheep and a few hardy cattle, for which the hilly 

f rounds afford but inferior pasture. The Eppynt 
ills are partly within the parbh; and from their 
summits some extensive views are obtained over the 
adjacent country: the immediate neighbourhood, 
through which runs the small river Dihonwy, exhi- 
bits only wild and mountainous scenery. Of the 
rateable annual value, the return amounts only to 
£320. The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed 
with £800 royal bounty; net income, £69; patron 
and appropriator. Prebendary of Llandarog, m the 
Collegiate Church of Brecknock. The diurch, a 
small, ancient, and mean edifice, possessing no claim 
to architectural notice, stands a little eastward from 
the mountain road between Brecknock and Builth, 
on the brow of the Eppynt hills, in a very bleak 
situation, sheltered only by some larch and nr trees, 
by which the churchyard is surrounded. 
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LLANGYNOG (LLAN-GYNOG), a parish, 
in the union and upper division of the hundred of 
Llanvyllin, county of Montgomery, North 
Wales, 8 miles (n. w.) from Llanvyllin; containing 
516 inhabitants. This parish derives its name from 
the dedication of its church to St Cynog, the eldest 
of the sons of Brychan, Prince of Brycheiniog, who 
suffered martyrdom in the fifth century, was buried 
at Merthyr-Cynog, in the county of Brecknock, and 
was canonized after his death. It is bounded on the 
north and east by the county of Denbigh, on the 
south by the parish of Hirnaut, and on the west by 
that of Pennant; and comprises by admeasurement 
974a. dr. 22p.f covering a space four miles in length 
and nearly of equal breadth. The village is beauti- 
fully situated in a pleasing but narrow vale, watered 
by the river Tanat, and sheltered by lofty mountains^ 
in the northern part of the county, bordering upon 
Denbighshire ; and on the turnpike-road from Llan- 
vyllin to Bala, on the line of which there is a bridge 
over the stream. The scenery is strikingly diversi- 
fied, abounding with features of picturesque beauty, 
and of rugged grandeur; and the views over the 
adjacent country, comprising part of Denbighshire 
on the east, and Merionethsnire on the west, from 
which latter the parish is separated by the fine range 
of the Berwyn mountains, are interesting and ex- 
tensive. A very small proportion of the land is in- 
closed and cultivated, the remainder being a moun« 
tainous district, in which are mines of lead. Quarries 
of slate, and other mineral works: the soil is in 
general fertile in the agricultural part, and produces 
good crops of wheat, barley, oats, and grass; and 
peat, which forms the principal fuel of the inhabit- 
ants, is found in abundance: the rateable annual 
value of the parish is returned at £946. 

The lead-mines, which are the property of the 
Earl of Powys, have been worked for nearly a cen- 
tury, and were formerly productive of immense profit 
to an ancestor of the present owner : the ore is of 
the species called gdUna^ or ^' potters' ore,'' and is 
found in a rake vein, extending in a direction from 
east-by-south to west-by-north, which is noticed by 
Williams, in his *^ Mineral Kingdom," published in 
1789, as being perhaps the richest then discovered 
in the island : it contained in the centre a breadth of 
five yards of clean ore, so pure as to be immediately 
conveyed from the mine to the smelting-house, ex- 
clusively of a breadth of several feet on each side, 
which, being mixed with spar, required previous 
dressing to prepare it for smelting. This vein has 
been worked to a depth of more than ninety yards, 
and during a period of forty years yielded upon the 
average about four thousand tons of ore annually, 
producing to its proprietor a clear yearly revenue of 
£20,000. About the commencement of the present 
century this mine, the working of which had been 
for some time discontinued, owing to the influx of 
water, which rendered it impracticable, was leased 
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by a company who drove a level beneath it» in order 
to draw oS toe water, and continued the working of 
it for some tiikie. In the course of their operations 
the miners occasionally found masses of pure ore, 
weighing from seventy to one hundred lb. eadi ; but, 
after prosecuting their labours for some time, the 
works were agun neglected. Within the last few 
years, however, the old shaft has been re-opened; 
and about 40 persons are now engaged in the opera- 
tions ; the machinery employed In the mine is driven 
by a stream of water, brought from a distance of 
seven miles at a very considerable expense. 

At Craig-y-Gribbin, in the parish, are some quar- 
ries of exceHent blue slate, of a strong and durable 
quality, in raising which about three persons are at 
present occupied ; but, from the veins of quartz that 
pervade the entire mass of the rock in which they 
are quarried, they exhibit a rough surface; and some 
of the slabs contain beautiful cubes of mnndic: 
these slates are procured for the supply of the neigh- 
bouring districts, and a small quantity is sent to the 
Montgomeryshire canal at Newbridge, near Llan- 
ymynech, for conveyance by water to more distant 
parts. In the rock of Llangynog, which has a lofty 
and almost perpendicular elevation on the north side 
of the village, is another quarry, employing about 26 
persons, from which great numbers of slates of simi- 
lar quality are obtained, and are brought down the 
steep declivity of the rock in sledges containing 
about five cwt. each, with extreme danger to the 
persons engi^ed in this arduous task. When the 
sledge is loa^d, and drawn to the edge of the de- 
clivity, the conductor sits upon it, passing over his 
shoulders a rope whi(^ is fastened at each extremity 
to the front, and also assisted with a pole; and, 
raising his feet from the ground, begins nis descent 
down a narrow winding path ; guiding the sledge by 
opposing his feet to the projecting points of the 
rock, wnich would divert it from its course, and 

foverning its accumulating velocity by pressing 
rmly with his feet upon the ground ; and sustaining 
the weight of the carriage by the rope that passes 
over his shoulders. Sometimes the guide, passing 
the rope over his shoulders as in the former case, in- 
stead of sitting upon the front of tlie sledge, descends 
backwards; and, when in danger of being over- 
powered by the weight and the accumulated velocity 
t>f the sledge, slipping the rope over his head, de- 
taches himself from the carriage, and throws it side- 
ways over the precipice, regarding only his own 
preservation. In either case tne descent is attended 
with extreme danger, and the least inattention or 
want of dexterity, on the part of the guide, would 
expose him to inevitable destruction. The parish 
contains a woollen manufactory in which about three 
persons are employed ; and fairs are annually held 
m the village on May 6th, August 9th, and Sep- 
tember drd. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
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king's books at £4. 8. 1 1^. ; patron. Bishop of St. 
Asaph : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £142. 5., of which £140 are payable to the 
rector, and £2. 5. to the parish-clerk ; and a glebe- 
house is attached to the benefice, together with a 
glebe consisting of 6^ acres, valued at £10 per 
annum. The churchy rebuilt in 1790, is 46 feet 
long and 20 broad, ami contains 160 sittings, of 
which 61 are free. There are places of worship for 
Independents and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Me- 
thodists. The parish occasionally enjoys the bene^ 
fit of one of Mrs. Bevan's circulating schools in 
common with a few other places; the master visiting 
them in snccewion, and always remaining for two 
years in each : his salary is £20, and he hwo receireB 
a trifling gratuity from the parents. Evan Jones, in 
1797, gave the interest of £^ in support of a school^ 
and also bequeathed a house for its use ; and if no 
school should be held, he directed the proceeds to be 
distributed among the poor: £1, the produce of thb 
bequest is paid to a master who resides in the house, 
and instructs four poor children. Elizabeth Lloyd, 
in 1730, left a rent-charge of £2, a moiety to be 
distributed among the poor of this parish, and die 
other mcHety among those of Pennant ; which sum 
is accordingly so disposed of, in small sums every 
Easter Monday. A brass Celt was found near the 
village, a few years since. The parish contains a 
mining level called Ogov, or " the cave," driven under 
a vast depth of slaty rock, which appears to have loz^ 
eeased to be recognized as a work of art 

LLANGYVELACH (LLAN-GYFELACH), 
a parish, in the union, and partly within the limits of 
die new borough, of Swansea, and partly in the 
hundred of Llangyvelach, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 4 miles (n. by w.) from Swansea; 
comprising the townships of Higher and Lower 
Clis, Upper and Lower Mawr, Upper and Lower 
Pen Derwi, and Upper and Lower Rhwngdwy 
Clydach ; and containing 8901 inhabitants. About 
the year "990, Howel, Prince of South Wales, and 
his nephew Edwin, having entered the dominions of 
Ithel, Prince of Ghimorgan, and ravaged them with- 
out mercy, were met, on their return, at a place 
called Cors Eineon, in this parish, by Howel, the 
brother of Ithel, who had suddenlv raised die coun- 
try in their rear: having assembled an immense 
multitude, armed with the first weapons they couki 
obtain, he here routed his enemies with great 
slaughter, and recov^^ die plunder which they 
were carrying away* The parish, which is sitnatea 
in a district abounding with mineral wealth, is more 
than ten miles in length, and in many parts six in 
breadth. Clasemont, lately the property of Sir John 
Morris, Bart., has been recently taken down ; and 
the only seat deserving nodce, now within the limits 
of the parish, is PenlleVgaer, an elegant residence. 

The principal mineral producUon is cocU, which Is 
procured in great qnantides, and the working of 
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wkich affords employinent to the greater part of the 
population. Tbe copper workfl, established here for 
the manufiioture of tne ore produced in other parts 
of the kingdom, aqd tbe ooUieries^ are conducted by 
different companies on B^ very extensive scalci tbe 
former furnishing occupauoa to more than one thou« 
sand five hundred, ana the latter to two thousand, 
men. For the residence of .the workmen a very 
oonriderable vilUge has been built by Sir John 
Morris, on th^ western bank of the river Tawy, 
whieh bUa into Swansea bav, and is navigable to 
this place for sloops of small burthen : it has been 
designed upon a regular plan, with a view to ito 
future improvement, from the probable increase of 
the works, and is called, after the name of its pro- 
prietmr, Morriston. The Swansea canal intersects 
the parish in its course up the western bank of the 
Tawy, A fair is held on March 1st in the vilWe of 
Llangyvelach, in which petty sessions for the hun- 
dred also take place ; and the Bishop of St. David's, 
who, as Dean of the College of Corist Church, in 
Brecknock, is lord of the manor, holds two manorial 
courts here in the year. 

The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £9, 14. 9^., and in the patronage of the Bishop, 
who, as Dean of the College of Brecknock, is ap- 
propriator: the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £1050, of which sum £345 are pay- 
able to uie Bishop, and £205 to the vicar. The 
churchf dedicated to St Cyvelacb, is a very neat 
and compact structure, consisting of a nave and 
chancel, the former lately rebuilt: tlie old tower, 
which still remains, is detached from the present, as 
it was ft'om the former, edifice, standing at a short 
distance from the nave : in the sepulchral chapel be<- 
longing to the fitmily of Penlle'rgaer is an elegant 
cenotaph of black marble, to tlihB memory of tbe 
late ^- Llewellvn, Esq., of thai place. The situa^ 
tion of parisb-derk is worth from £70 to £100 per 
annum, arising chiefly from a charge of two shillings 
and sixpence upon each plough used upon every 
£irm in the parish, and is in the gift of tne Bishop. 
There are four places of worship for Baptists, six 
for Independents, two for Calvinistie Methodists, 
and one for Unitarians. Six dojf schools are carried 
on in the parish, one of which, in the hamlet (d 
Llangryvelach, contains about 50 children, and is 
partly maintained by an endowment of £4* 10. per 
annum, arising from the Penlle'rgaer estate, W 

Sueathed by^ Thomas Price, Es^. ; in tbe others, 
iree of which are held at Morriston, 330 children 
are instructed at the expense oi the parents. There 
are also seven Sunday schools, supported by asbscrip- 
tion or conducted by voluntary teachers, in which 
about 440 males and females are taught 

Lewis Thomas^ in 1642, left a messuage and tene* 

ment called Tlr Bach, and also a sum of £20, tbe 

produce to be divided on Christmas-eve among tbe 

poor not receiving parochial aid : the Mece of land» 

63 



named Tir Bach, contains about 10 acres, with a 
small cottage, but is not worth more than about £5 
per annum ; and nothing has been received from tbe 

Eropertv for tbe last 35 years, when it is said to have 
een taken possession of by a descendant of die tes- 
tator. In 1783, Mary WilHams be<|ueathed a rent- 
charge of £2 for erecting and maintaining a free 
school, in tbe parcel of Khwngdwy Clydacb, and 
the sum was paid to a schoolmaster at Gellyoaen 
until 1808, since which time nothing has been re« 
ceived, though a school was built by subscription in 
tbe place named by the testatrix; the arrears are, 
however, about to oe enforced by the minister and 
churchwardens. Mary Roaers^ in 1789, left £500, 
the interest to be expended in clothing six men, and 
an equal number of women, at Christmas, and th^ 
residue to be retained by the minister for his trouble 
in seeing the trust performed ; tbe fund is vested iq 
the three per cent, reduced annuities, yielding an 
interest of £19. la 6., of which £12 are allotted to 
tbe clothing of three poor men and wpmen in each, 
division of the parish, and the remainder is paid to 
the vicar, Thomas Price^ of PenlleVgaer, bequeathed 
a rent^chmrge of £4, on a form called Abergwenlais, 
the amount to be distributed among tbe poor on 
Christmas^eve and Good Friday, and he likewise 
charged the land with a payment of £4. 10, for {q** 
structing ten children, as stalled above, A few other 
small charities have been either lost or are unprpT 
ductive ; among which are a bequest by Alexander 
Amyas of £40, in 1773; a grant of £20 by one of 
the Penderry foipUy; and another rent-charge, va* 
riously stated at £2, and £7. 1 0.» on a tenement called 
Havpd, in the parish of Bettws, Carmarthen, Pen«> 
lle'rgaer, near the western confines of the parish, is 
tbe only place besides Loughor having any claim to 
be regarded as the site of the Rojnan station Xeu* 
oarum ; and tbb consists partly in its name, which 
may be translated ^^ th^ camp summit," and partly 
in the discovery of fragments of ancient walls, in a 
situation likely to have been chosen by the Romans 
for a military post. 

LLANHAMLLfeCH, or LLAN-AMLLfeCH 
(LLAN-AMMWLCH), a parish, consisting of two 
divisions. Lower and Upper (the latter of which 
constitutes the hamlet of LIechvaen),iu the hundred 
of P£NCBLLY, union and county of BaccKNOCK, 
Soutu Walbs, 3 miles (s. £« by £,) from Brecknock ; 
and containing 324 inhabitants, of whom 211 are in 
the township, or Lower Division, The name of this 
parish, signifying tbe ^' church on many flat stones,^' 
IS in allusion to the strata of the rock on which that 
edifice is buil^ and the numerous fragments of slate 
with which the churchyard abounds. The greater 
portion of the parish, together with the advowsen of 
the living, formed part of the possessions of 3ir John 
WalbeoSe, one of the companions of Bernard New* 
march in bis conquest of the ancient principality of 
Breckaock^ and remained in the hands of the dfh 
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8cendants of that family till it became extinct : in the 
reign of James I., the manor and living became the 
property of the Powells, with whom they have since 
continued. The parish, which comprises only about 
eleven hundred and thirty acres, is beautifully situ- 
ated on the north bank of the river Usk, and on the 
great turnpike-road from London to Milford, which 

E asses through the village : on the west it is bounded 
y the Bryn^ch brook. The lands are chiefly ara- 
ble; but there are some good meadows near the 
Usk, affordini; excellent pasturage for cattle. ' The 
soil, composed of clay and gravel, is tolerably fertile, 
and the inhabitants are principally employed in 
agricultural pursuits: of the annual value of the 
rateable property in the whole of the parish, the 
return amounts to £1820. The surrounding scenery 
is richly diversified and highly picturesque: the 
river, in many parts of its wmding course, forms a 
beautiful feature in the landscape ; and the distant 
views embrace many objects of romantic grandeur, 
among which are tue Brecknockshire Beacons and 
the Sugar Loaf and other mountains in the county 
of Monmouth. Peterstone Court, a spacious and 
well-built mansion, is situated near the site of the 
old residence of the Norman family of Walbeofle, in 
grounds ornamented with a stately avenue of elms 
and a small group of oak trees. The Brecknock and 
Abergavenny canal, which opens a communication 
from these places to Newport, and thence, by the 
Severn and the Bristol Channel, to most parts of the 
kingdom, passes through the eastern part of the 
parish for nearly a mile, and is carried over the 
river Usk, by a handsome stone aqueduct of four 
arches, into the parish of Llanvrynach. The Hay 
railway, from Brecknock to the rich agricultural 
dbtricts of Herefordshire, runs through the northern 
part of the parish. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £6. I. 8.; patron, Kev. Thomas Powell: the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£255, subject to rates, averaging £26. 8. 2^. ; and 
there is a glebe of 40 acres, valued at £40 per 
annum. The tithes were charged by a member of 
the family of Walbeoffe with the payment of nine 
shillings annually to the priory of Malvern, which, 
upon the dissolution of that establishment, was paid 
to the crown. The church, dedicated to St. Peter, 
and supposed to have been originally founded by one 
of the Walbeoffes, was, with the exception of the old 
tower, rebuilt by a parochial rate in 1802, and is a 
neat plain edifice, consisting of a nave and chancel, 
whereof the latter was formerly filled with raised 
tombs, which, since the rebuilding of the church, 
have been placed on a level with the pavement : the 
tower is embattled, and is a fine specimen of the later 
style of English architecture, though not elaborately 
ornamented, and from every point of view forms a 
highly interesting object. The churchyard is re- 
markably picturesque, and is adorned widi some fine 
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yew trees, several of which, though of great age, are 
flourishing in full vigour. The old parsonage-bouse 
appears to be of very ancient date, probably coeval 
with the settlement of the first Norman family, for 
besides the Norman arches tliat constitute the door- 
ways, and the stone mullions of the windows, several 
stones have been found in the walls, ornamented 
with the Norman or Saxon scrolls, and on one of 
them is an inscription in the Saxon character, of 
which the word ^^ Meridic^* is legible. In the ham- 
let of Llechvaen was formerly a chapel of ease, 
which fell down about a century since, and has not 
been rebuilt ; the central situation of the parochial 
church, and its sufficiency of accommodation, render- 
ingit unnecessary. 

There is a very small day school ; and a Sunday 
school, in which 30 males and females are instructed 
gratuitously by Calvinistic Methodists. The Peter* 
stone estate is charged by Miss Walbeoife with the 
yearly payment of £2. 8., which is regularly distri- 
buted among the poor; and a bequest of £3 per 
annum, by the same lady, is charged on lands in the 
parish of Llanvrynach, for apprenticing a child from 
this place every second year with a premium of £6. 
On a farm called Mannest, within the parish, and 
crowning the summit of an eminence that overlooks 
the villages of Llanhamllech, Llanvigan, and Llan- 
vrynach, and commands a very extensive prospect 
over the picturesque and fertile Vale of Usk, are tlie 
remains of a cist-vaen, under an aged yew tree, and 
surrounded with stones apparently from a dispersed 
cairn, under which it had been concealed for many 
ages : at what period it was opened is not known. 
It consists of three upright stones, two forming the 
sides, about five feet in length, and one at the end, 
about three feet wide: the whole height does not 
exceed three feet from the ground. By some 
writers this relic has been supposed to be of X)ruidi- 
cal origin, and by others to be the remains of a 
hermit's cell : by topographers it Is usually design 
nated Ty Illtyd, or St Illtyd's hermitage. The 
crosses and characters appear to be nothing more than 
the rude efforts of pilgrims and visiters to leave some 
memorial of themselves behind, by inscribing the 
initials of their names, and other devices, on the 
stones of the monument. The parish was anciently 
crossed by the Roman Via Julia Montana. 

LLANHARAN, a parish, in the union of 
Bridgend and Cowbridge, hundred of Cow-» 
BRIDGE, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
6 miles (n. by e.) from Cowbridge; containing 306 
inhabitants. This parish is situated under the south- 
ern declivity of a ridge of hills, and on the road from 
Bridgend to Llantrissent, Merthyr-Tydvil, and Car- 
diff; and is bounded on the north by Peterstone- 
super-montem, on the south by Llanilid, on the east 
by Llantrissent, and by St Bride's Minor on die 
west The surface is undulated and hilly, and the 
high grounds command good views, comprehending 
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the Bristol Channel, and the adjacent country inter- 
sected by the river Ely ; the soil in many parts is 
ffravelly, and in others peaty and boffgy^ and most 
kinds of agricultural produce are raised. Llanharan 
House is a handsome modern mansion, pleasantly 
situated under the shelter of a lofty ridge of hills, 
with a soudi-eastern aspect: the grounds are richly 
wooded, and present an agreeable irregularity of 
surfiace, embracing also much pleasing scenery ; and 
from the upper part of the house are obtained ex- 
tensive and interesting prospects. Llanelay is a 
good residence of a mizea style of architecture, situ- 
ated on the bank of the river Ely, and sheltered on 
the north by the lofty hill of Garth ; Craig Matthew, 
a venerable ancient structure, was formerly the seat 
of the Matthews, and afterwards of the Gibbons. 

The parish abounds with mineral Wealth, and se- 
veral of the inhabitants are employed in the col- 
lieries, which are chiefly worked for the supply of 
the immediate vicinity : limestone is found in great 
quantities, and lead and iron ores have been dis- 
covered ; on the estate of R* H. Jenkins, Esq., mag- 
nesian limestone in one place lies above the coal, 
which rises again beyond it to the south. The living 
is a rectory, consolidated with the rectory of Llan- 
ilid: the church, which is dedicated to St Julius 
and St Aaron, is 34 feet long and 15 wide, and 
contains about 90 sittings, many of which are free. 
Mrs. Mary Lougher, early in the last century, left 
£60 to the poor of the parish, of which only £15 are 
DOW available ; £100 were recently bequeathed by 
the late Mr. Gibbon, of Newton House, near Cow- 
bridge, and £120 by the late Dr. Hoare, Principal 
of «iesus College, Oxford, now producins^ £6 per 
annum, paid by his nephew R. H. Jenkins, Esq. : 
the income arising from these bequests, £12. 1., is 
annually dbtributc^ among the poor. At Llanharan 
House IS a valuable collection of Welsh manuscripts, 
formed by Llewelyn Sion, an eminent bard of Gla- 
morgan, illustrative of the system of bardbm, pre- 
served in the Gorsedd Morganwg, in which he pre- 
sided in 1580. 

LLANHARY (LLAN-ARAU), a parish, in 
the union of Bridgend and Cowbridge, hundred 
of Cowbridge, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, 4 miles (n« n. e.) from Cowbridge; contain- 
ing 268 inhabitants. The lands of the parish are 
generally inclosed, and in a good state of cultiva- 
tion ; and a portion of its substrata consists of coal of 
good quality, which is worked for the supply of die 
immediate neighbourhood. The living is a discharged 
rectory, rated in the king's books at £5. 12. §^, ; 

5 resent net income, £120; patron, Richard Hoare 
enkins, Esq. The church is dedicated to St Aran. 
There is a place of worship for Independents, who 
have also a ounday school, in which about 70 males 
and females, partly adults, are instructed gratuitously. 
Mr. Gibbon, of Newton House, near Cowbridge, be- 
queathed £200, the interest of which is annually 
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distributed among the poor, shortly after Christmas ; 
being a portion of a benefaction of £500 left by that 

fentieman, and the residue of which he directed to 
e divided equally among the parishes of Llanharan, 
Llantrissent, and Llanblethian. 

LLANHOWEL (LLAN-HOWEL), a parish, 
in the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of Dew- 
island, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 4| 
miles (e. by n.) from St David's; containing 160 
inhabitants. The parish is pleasantly situated in the 
north-western part of the county, nearly in the 
centre of a peninsula stretching into St George's 
Channel, ana terminating in the promontory called 
St David's Head. Its rateable annual value is re- 
turned at £470. 15. The surrounding scenery is 
pleasing, but not characterised by anv peculiarity of 
feature. The living is a discharged vicarage, with 
that of Llandeloy annexed ; net income, £120; pa« 
trons and impropriators. Dean and Upper Chapter 
of the Cathedral Church of St David's. The church, 
dedicated to St Hoel, is not distinguished by any 
architectural details of importance. 

LLANIDAN (LLAN-IDAN), a parish, in the 
union of Carnarvon, hundred of Menai, county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, 7 miles (s. w. by w.) 
from Bangor; containing 1409 inhabitants. This 
extensive parish, which is situated on the western 
shore of the Menai strait, was in ancient times one 
of the principal stations of the Druids, and compre- 
hended a large district, in which the arch-druid, the 
8ub*druid, and other priests of that order had their 
residence. From this circumstance is derived the 
names of the several hamlets of the parbh, of which 
Tre 'r Dryw was the seat of the arcn-druid ; Tre 'r 
Beirdd, that of the bards ; Bodowyr, the residence of 
the priests ; and Bod Drudan, the habitation of the 
Druids. Suetonius, who entirely destroyed the au- 
thority of these priests in Britain, is said to have 
landed his forces at Porthamel, not &r from this place, 
at a spot still called Pant yr Ysgraf, or ** the valley 
of skiffs," from his having transported his infantry 
across the Menai in flat-bottomed boats. Being al- 
most immediately compelled to retreat by the insur- 
rection under Boadicea, the Roman general was 
unable to make any permanent settlement here, nor 
have any Roman remains, either of this or a later 
period, been dbcovered, with the exception only of a 
few coins, that have been occasionally dug up m the 
neighbourhood. The lands, with some trifling ex- 
ceptions, are inclosed, and in a good state of culti- 
vation; and limestone abounds in the parish, the 
quarrying and burning of which afford employment 
to several of the inhabitants ; great quantities being 

Erepared for manure, and shipped in the Menai, to 
e conveyed coastwise to Liverpool and other places. 
At Br^ Siencyn, near the strait of the Menai, 
in the parish, fiurs are held on March llth, April 
14th, September Idth, October 12th, and November 
12th. 
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The Hvinff is a discharged vicarage, with the per- 
petual curacies of Llanddianiel-Vab, Llanedwen, and 
Llanvair-y^Cwmmwd annexed, rated in the king's 
books at £10; present net income^ £29*2: one-third 
of the great tithes belongs to the vicar, and the re- 
mainder to Lord Boston, who is patron. The church, 
dedicated to St Aidan, was originally founded in 
616, and was afterwards appropriated to the convent 
of Bethgelart; its revenues shared the fate of that 
establishment in 1535, and theadvowson was granted 
by Queen Elizabeth to Edward Downam ana Peter 
Ash ton, who, in 1605^ sold it to Richard Prytherch 
of Myvyrian, whose daughter conveyed it by mar- 
riage to the Llwyds of Llugwy, on the extinction of 
which family it was purchased, with the rest of their 
estates, by Lord Uxbridge, who bequeathed it to the 
ancestor of Lord Boston. The present structure is 
spacious, and contains several good monuments ; and 
a curious reliquary is preserved in it, formed of com- 
mon gritstone, with a cover of the same material in 
the shape of a dome : a stone called Maen Mor- 
ddwyd, or ^' the stone of the thigh," to which the fa- 
culty of locomotion was anciently attributed, is said 
to be now built up in the wall of the edifice, bat it is 
not sufficiently conspicuous to be easily distinguished. 
There are placesof worship for Baptists, Independents, 
and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists : about 80 
children of both sexes are instructed in a day school 
at the expense of their parents ; and there are three 
Sunday schools, in which nearly 440 males and fe- 
males are taught gratuitously* The Rev. Henry 
Rowlands, in I616,l>equeathe'd a rent-charge of 8f. 
on his estate of Pl£s Gvffn, besides which there are 
some other small rent^charges amounting to about as 
much more, and a few charitable donations and be- 
quests for distribution among the poor ; principally a 
sum of £l paid annually by Lord Boston, and a similar 
amount from a bequest of an unknown donor to be 
divided among 20 old men : two small charities have 
been lost. The estate of Ll^slew, bequeathed by 
Dr. H. Rowlands, Bishop of Biangor, for the support 
of his free grammar school at Bottwnog, is one of 
the best farms in the parish. 

Of the numerous Druidical and other British 
antiquities, with which the parish abounded, and of 
whicn so exact an account has been given by the 
Rev. H. Rowlands, in his ^* Mtma Antiqua Restaun 
rata,** but very few are at present in any tolerable 
state of preservation, and of many there are scarcely 
any vestiges. The spacious grove and temple of 
Tre V Dryw are now scarcely distinguishable ; and 
only a few of the stones that formed the sacraria 
are now remaining to mark out the site. Br^ 
Grwyn, the grand consistory of the Druidical admi- 
nistration, a circular cavity one hundred and eighty 
feet in diameter, and surrounded originally by an 
immense rampart of earth and stones, has only a few 
upright stones left, one of which, now forming part 
of the gable of a dwelling-house, is twelve feet 



in length and of proportionate bulk. Tre V Beirdd, 
^^ the seat of the bards," has been almost entirely 
demolished, the materials having been used for 
building, its site is now occupied only by two small 
tenements. Bddowyr contains a cromlech, supported 
on four upright stones, in a tolerably perfect state, 
but the circle has been entirely removed. Tr^vrp 
has only three upright stones remaining, at a great 
distance from eacli other ; the foundations have oeen 
removed, and the site was levelled by the plough in 
1827. Tan Ben y Cevn remains in an entire state, 
though concealed from observation by the brambles 
with which it is overspread. Two upright stones 
only are left at U^sIod; and of numerous others, 
noticed by Mr. Rowlandls, not the slightest vestiges 
can be traced. Caer LSb, or ** the moated intrenck- 
ment,'' supposed to have been the residence of the 
arch-druid, is in good preservation, and forms « quad- 
rangular area, defended by a double rampart, with a 
broad intervening ditch, and surrounded on the out- 
side by a ditch of smaller dimensions; within the 
area are foundations of square and circular buildings. 
Castdl Idris, built on the summit of a rock, and ae- 
fended on the accessible sides by three walk in the 
form of a crescent, appears to be a fortress of later 
date, though of Briti^ origin ; it is a place of great 
strength and in good preservation, though ovei^own 
with Drambles, and concealed by a ycmng plantation 
of forest trees. The Rev. Henry Rowlands, an emi- 
nent antiquary, and author of the ^ Mima Antiqua 
Besiaurata,*' was vicar of the parish at the time he 
wrote that work. 

LLANIDLOES (LLAN-IDLOES), a bo- 
rough, market-town, and parish, and, jointly with 
Newtown, the head of a union, in the upper divi- 
sion of the hundred of Llanidloes, county of 
MoNTOOMERY, NoRTH Walbs, 26^ milcs (s. w.) 
from Welshpool, 22 (w. s. w.) from Montgomery, 
and 193 (w. n. w.) from London ; containing 
4261 inhabitants. This parish, which is of con- 
siderable extent, derives its name from the dedica- 
tion of its church to St Idloes, an eminent British 
saint, who flourished about the middle of the sixth 
century. The town is situated in a fertile vale, 
watered by the river Severn, which has its source 
within the parish, and almost surrounded by ver- 
dant hills of moderate elevation, some crowned with 
thriving plantations, and others richly cultivated. 
The scenery of the vale is beautifully picturesque, 
and the banks of the river are enlivened with some 
pleasant villas and handsome residences: the hills 
that surround the town form a rich and striking con- 
trast to the barren heights seen in the distance, 
among which the great moimtain of Plinltmmon, 
partly within the limits of this parish, forms a con- 
spicuous and interesting feature. The town occu- 
pies a favourable site on the southern bank of the 
Severn, and on die turnpike^road frtim Shrewsbury 
through Newtown to Aberystwith ; it .consists prin- 
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cipalljr of two spacious streets, intersecting each other 
nearly at right angles, and has of late years been 
g^reatly improved and enlarged by the erection of 
several respectable houses and buildings* On the 
w^estern siae, and near the vicarage- house, there is, 
in a picturesque situation, a stone bridge of one 
arch over the river; and within the last few years 
another handsome stone bridge of three arches has 
been erected, at an expense of £3000, over the same 
river, near the place where it receives the tributary 
stream of the Clywedog, which, after flowing some 
distance through the parish, falls into the Severn at 
this place : the inhabitants are amply supplied with 
water. 

The approaches to the town are remarkably fine, 
eq[>ecially that from Aberystwith, which is strikingly 
picturesque ; and the environs abound with features 
of rural simplicity and romantic beauty. On the 
road leading from Aberystwith, having passed over 
a bridge about two miles from this town, is a genteel 
house, called Glandulas, the grounds belonging to 
which are planted with a variety of fir, lime, elm, 
chestnut, beech, and other trees ; a beautiful trout 
stream passing close to the house. On the south side 
is Maenol, a very hlindsome large house, lately erected 
in the Elizabethan style, and forming an ornamental 
feature in the scenery; and close to the town is 
Glandwr, a beantifiil residence lately built, having 
handsome grounds disposed with great taste, and 

flanted with trees, flower! ng-shru^, and annuals. 
>dl Ll^s, in the parish, commands a delightful view 
of the Vale of Severn, with the windings of the 
river and the rich and finely varied scenery on its 
banks, terminated by the high mountains in the dis- 
tance. Mount Severn, an elevated and truly roman- 
tic spot, overlooking that river, which here winds 
beautifully below the house, commands an interest* 
ing view of the picturesque cottage of Nant»-y- Brace, 
embosomed in the trees which crown the opposite 
bank. There are some pleasing views to the south- 
east, and in many parts of the neighbourhood are 
fine prospects over the adjacent country, which is 
richly diversified. Besides the Severn, the streams 
of Clywedog, and the Dulas, water the parish, and 
about two miles from die town, on the road to Tr^- 
eglwys, is a spacious pool called Ll;^n Ebyr, extend- 
ing over a surface of about fifty acres, and abound- 
ing with pike, eels, and perch ; it is frequented by 
wild-fowl, and during the summer season is the resort 
of parties of pleasure, for whose accommodation seve- 
ral boats, belonging to gentlemen in the vicinity, are 
kept upon the pool. 

The MANUFACTURE of flannel has been established 
from a very early period in this town, which fifty 
years ago was the only place in the county where 
that material was made, and whence it was conveyed 
by packhorses to the market of Welshpool for sale. 
Since that period, however, it has been outrivalled 
by Newtown, which) within the last twenty-five 
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years, has obtained great eminence in the produc- 
tion of flannel of a finer texture, but probably less 
durable, than that of Llanidloes. The manufacture 
of this town has, notwithstanding, continued to in- 
crease, and there are at present six carding-roills 
within the limits of the parish, and eighteen fulling- 
mills, and nearly thirty-five thousand spindles con- 
stantly in operation in the town and neighbourhood, 
afibrding employment to considerably more than 
2000 hands, although many of the operatives have 
been thrown out of work in consequence of exten** 
sive failures among the manufocturers. All the 
spinning and weaving were formerly carried on in 
private houses and cottages, but witnin the last few 
years eight or nine factories have been erected, in 
which most of the same kind of work is now done, 
and three of which buildings are of a very superior 
character. About three hundred pieces of flannel, 
averaging in length one hundred and fifty yards 
each, are manufactured here, and sent every fort- 
night to the market at Newtown, held for the sale of 
them every alternate Thursday. There are several 
malt-houses and kilns in the town and its vicinity, 
as well as tanneries and corn-mills. The market is 
held on Saturday, and is abundantly supplied with 
wool, grain^ and provisions of every kind : the mar- 
ket-house, or town-hall, an ancient edifice of timber 
and plaster, is situated in the centre of the town ; 
but It is little used at present, in consequence of 
another very spacious and splendid hall having been 
recently built, near the Trewythen Arms hotel, in 
the second story of which the wool-market is kept, 
and below are the shambles, butter market, &c. 
Fairs take place annually on the second Saturday in 
February, the first Saturday in April, May llth, 
the Saturday next preceding the 24tb of June, July 
1 7th, the second Saturday in September, the first 
Friday in October, the 28th of that month, and the 
Saturday before December the 16tb; and sheep 
fairs are also held every Thursday from the 26th 
of May to the 26th of June inclusive, which are 
numerously attended by the shepherds of both North 
and South Wales. 

The town received its first charter of incorpora- 
TioM from John de Charlton, Lord of Powys, in the 
Idth of Edward III., and obtained other successive 
charters, of which the last was granted by John 
Tiptoft, Lord of Powys, in the 26th of Henry VL 
Under these charters, which have been lost or de- 
stroyed by accident, the government was vested in a 
mayor, recorder, and an indefinite number of alder- 
men and burgesses, assisted by a coroner, two ser- 
jeants-at-mace, and other officers. The mayor was 
elected by the burgesses annually at the court leet of 
the lord of the manor, in the first week after Michael- 
mas, and might, if he chose to qualifyv act as a ma- 
gistrate within the borough, but was not ex officio a 
justice of the peace: the recorder was appointed by 
the lord of the manor, and held his office for life. 
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By the act of the 5th and 6th of Wm. IV., c 76, the 
corporation is styled the ** Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses,'* and consists of a mayor, four aldermen, 
and twelve councillors, together forming th^ council 
of the borough, of which the municipal and parlia- 
mentary boundaries are identical. The council elect 
the mayor annually on November 9th out of the al- 
dermen or councillors ; and the aldermen triennially 
out of the councillors, or persons qualified as such, 
one-half going out of office every three years, but 
re> eligible; the councillors are chosen by and out 
of the enrolled burgesses annually on November Ist, 
one-third going out of office every year. The alder- 
men and councillors must have each a property qua- 
lification of £500, or be rated at £15 annual value. 
The burgesses consist of the occupiers of houses and 
shops, who have been rated for three years to the 
relief of the poor, if resident householders within 
seven miles ; and a valid title to be a burgess is 
acquirable by descent, marriage, marriage -settle- 
ment, devise, or promotion to any benefice or office, 
in which case the occupancy ana payment of rates 
by the predecessor may be reckoned. Two auditors 
and two assessors are elected annuaUy on March 1st, 
by and from among the burgesses ; and the council 
appoint a town- clerk, treasurer, and other officers on 
November 9th. 

The elective franchise was granted in the 27th of 
Henry VIII., when Llanidloes was constituted a 
contributory borough to Montgomery ; and it exer- 
cised that privilege till the year 1728, when, toge- 
ther with Llanvyllin and Welshpool, it was dis- 
franchised by a vote of the House of Commons, 
which restricted the right of election to the bur- 
gesses of Montgomery alone. This resolution being 
directly at variance with a previous one in 1680, 
by which the right had been confirmed, the bur- 
gesses, by the statute of the 2dth of George III., 
were granted the power of asserting their claim to 
vote Tor a member for Montgomery before any 
future committee of the House, and of making an 
appeal, within twelve calendar months, against any 
subsequent decision. The act for ^* Amending the 
representation of the People" restored the franchise 
to the borough in 1832, in common with others in 
the county which had been deprived of it ; and it 
is now one of the five that contribute with Mont- 
gomery in the return of a representative to parlia- 
ment The right of voting is vested in every male 
person of full age occupying, either as owner or 
as tenant under the same landlord, a house or other 
premises of the annual value of not less than ten 
pounds, provided he be capable of registering as 
the act directs : the present number of tenements of 
this value within the limits of the borough, which 
were somewhat confined by the Boundary Act, and 
are minutely detailed in the Appendix to this work, 
is about a hundred and twenty. Llanidloes is also 
a polling-place in the election of a parliamentary 
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representative for the shire. The county masis' 
trates and county coroner exercise jurisdiction wiuiin 
the town, and the former holds a petty session for the 
hundred on the first Monday in every month. A 
court baron for the manor of Arustley, the jurisdic- 
tion of which extends over the hundred, takes place 
every third Monday, for the recovery of debts and 
determining of actions under the amount of £2, by 

?rocess similar to that of the supreme courts aC 
l^estminster. 
The parish is bounded on the north by that of 
Trevegfws ; on the south by those of Llangurig and 
St Harmon, the latter of which is in RacmorsLire ; 
on the east by that of Llandinam ; and on the west by 
Llanbadarn-Vawr, in the county of Cardigan ; and 
comprises by admeasurement 17,278 acres, of which 
4078 are sheep-walks, and the remainder inclosed 
land, consisting of arable and pasture. The surface 
being hilly, and in some parts mountainous, the soil 
is various, though generally fertile, producing wheat, 
oats, and barley; the lower grounds, which are 
tolerably well wooded with oak, fir, and other trees, 
are in a good state of cultivation, and the declivities 
of the hills afford pasturage to numerous flocks of 
sheep. The rateable annud value has been returned 
at £7532. In 1816 an act of parliament was ob- 
tained for improving the common and waste in the 
vicinity, called the ^^ Arustley Inclosure Act," under 
the provisions of which considerable portions of land 
in this parish have been inclosed, and are now under 
cultivation. Lead-ore has been found, and some 
mines were formerly worked, but not with suflBcient 
advantage to remunerate the adventurers, and they 
have consequently been discontinued : the hills 
abound with a coarse kind of slate, and in the 
vicinity are some quarries of stone of very good 
quality for building. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £4. 3. 4. ; present net income, £151, 
with a glebe-house ; patron. Bishop of Bangor ; 
impropriators. Dean and Chapter of Bangor, Sir 
W. W. Wynne, Bart, and the Vicar of Llangurig. 
The churchy dedicated to St Idloes, was originally 
founded towards the close of the fifth, or at the be- 
ginning of the sixth century ; of the original build- 
ing the tower only is remaining. The present struc- 
ture consists of a nave and aisle, the latter of which 
was built about two hundred years since, and is 
separated from the former^ by circular clustered 
columns, the capitals of which are decorated with 
palm leaves, and by finely pointed arches; the roof 
of the nave is of carved oak, ornamented with figures 
of cherubim holding shields charged with armorial 
bearings, exquisitely carved. According to tradition, 
these were brought hither from the abbey of Cwm 
Hir, in the county of Radnor, and the date upon 
one of the shields (1542) corresponds with the time 
of the dissolution of that establishment An elegant 
screen from the same monastery formerly separated 
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the chancel from the nave, but it was removed in 
1816, when tlie chancel and south wall were rebuilt, 
and has not been restored ; at the same time the 
church was new pewed, the expense of both having 
amounted to £1600; and a new set of bells was 
hung in the tower, in 1825, at a cost of £200. The 
area is very spacious, and there is a small gallery ; 
the sittings, of which about thirty are free, accommo- 
date 550 or 600 persons. There are places of wor- 
ship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Methodists, all appropriately fitted up. 
Five day schools are carried on, of which one, com- 
menced in 1831, is attended bv about 70 children, 
and is partly maintained by subscription and partly 
by small payments from the children ; and the re- 
maining four contain about 100 children, who are 
instructed at the expense of their parents. In the 
parish are also eight or ten Sunday schools, in one 
of which, supported by subscription, are from 400 
to 500 males and females, belonging to the Esta- 
blished Church : some of the rest appertain to Cal- 
vinistic Methodists, and contain 800 males and 
females, many of whom are adults; three to the 
Wesleyans, and are attended by 300 ; two to Parti- 
cular mptists, by 160; and another also to dis- 
senters, by 150: all are conducted by gratuitous 
teachers. The Rev. Dr. David Uoyd bequeathed a 
rent-charge of £2. 12., to be apportioned out in 
bread on Sundays to the poor ; and Catherine Uoyd 
left £100, with which, and its accumulated interest, 
two properties, called Ty'n-y-Vron, and Crowlwm, 
were purchased; the one containing 29;^ acres, to 
which a subseouent inclosure allotment of 21 acres 
was added, ana the other 10^ acres, afterwards in- 
creased by an allotment of 11| acres; the whole 
now producing a rent of £33. 15., which sum is 
distributed in small amounts periodically among the 
poor, with the exception of about £3 per annum, 
appropriated to the education of four children : a 
rent-charge of £14 by the Rev. Dr. Jenhin Bowen^ 
of Welford, Gloucestershire, and another of £2. 10. 
by Evan Glynws^ of Glynne, are also distributed 
among the poor. 

Within tne limits of the parish is partly included 
the lofty mountain of Plinlimmon^ or, more properly, 
Pumlumon, <*the five-peaked mountain," which is 
the highest in the several chains of which it forms 
the centre; and from this place the ascent to its 
summit is usually made. Tne sides and summit are, 
like the adjacent hills, entirely destitute of wood, 
and present a barren and gloomy aspect: the summit 
IS formed of two small heads, on each of which is a 
carnedd, that on the highest peak being pyramidal, 
and perhaps intended as a beacon. Scattered around 
are patches of coarse grass, intermixed with heaps 
of loose stones and fragments of rock in the wildest 
confusion. From the highest points, which are 
frequented by numerous birds, sucn as herons, cranes, 
snipes, ravens, and plovers, is obtained a fine pros- 
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Eect of vast extent, comprehending on the south the 
ills of Cardiganshire and Radnorshire, on the west 
Cardigan bay and St* George's Channel, on the north 
Cader Idris, and part of the Snowdon range of 
mountains, separating the counties of Carnarvon and 
Merioneth ; on the north-east the Breiddyn bills in 
Montgomeryshire, and on the east part of the coun- 
ties of Hereford and Salop. This mountain derives 
a considerable degree of interest from its giving rise 
to the rivers Severn, Wye, Rheidiol, and Llyvnant, 
of which the first is secondary only to the Thames 
in commercial importance, while the Wye and the 
Rheidiol surpass all other rivers in Britain for the 

ticturesque beauty of their scenery. The Severn^ 
ere called by its ancient British name of Havren, 
rises on the northern side of the mountain, in a 
strong chalybeate spring, and is quickly joined and 
increased by numerous other springs rising near its 
source, and by several mountain torrents, before it 
reaches the town of Lanidloes. The Wye rises 
from two powerful springs on the south-eastern 
side of the mountain, and, after a long circuitous 
course, falls into the Severn below Chepstow. The 
Rheidiol has its source in a pool called Llygad 
Rheidiol, and falls into the Irish Sea at Aberys- 
twith ; and the Uyvnant issues from a pool called 
Glas Lyn. At Melin Velindre, on the route to 
Plinlimmon, is a romantic cataract; and near a 
sheep-fiEurm called Blaen Havren the Severn rolls its 
waters over a lofty ledge of slate rocks, in which they 
have formed gillies of various picturesque shapes. 

LLANIESTYN (LLAN-IESTYN), a parish, 
in the union of Bangor and Beaumaris, partly in 
the hundred of Tyndaetuwy, and partly within the 
liberties of the borough of Beaumaris, county of 
Anglesey, North Wales, 3^ miles (n. w. by n.) 
from Beaumaris; containing 275 inhabitants, of which 
number 129 are in the former, and 146 in the latter, 
portion. This parish, which derives its name from 
the dedication of its church to St. lestyn, by whom 
it was founded towards the close of the sixth century, 
is situated nearly in the centre of the promontcry 
that separates Beaumaris Roads from the Irish Sea, 
and comprises a small tract of land, the greater part 
of which is inclosed and cultivated. The surround- 
ing scenery is distinguished by features rather of a 
bold than pleasing cnaracter; and the country ad- 
jacent is studded with eminences of considerable 
elevation. The distant views are interesting and 
extensive, reaching over the Menai strait on the 
south, and the Irish Sea to the north. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to that 
of Llangoed. The church, originally founded by 
St lestyn, at the close of the sixth century, was 
granted in 1243, by Prince Llewelvn, to the priory 
that he had recently founded at Llanvaes, to which 
establishment it belonged at the dissolution. Of the 
ancient church there are no otlier remains than the 
tomb of the founder, which has been carefully pre« 
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served, and is now deposited in the present church, 
a neat edifice oS modem erection. This monument 
is of curious worknmnship, and is decorated with 
a figure of the saint in sacerdotal vestments, having 
a pastoral staff in the right hand and an open scroU 
in the left ; round the waist is a broad girdle, from 
which hangs a cord and tassel similar to that worn 
by the monastic order of St. Francis. On the scroll 
is a mutilated inscription in old characters, which has 
been variously read by different antiquaries, and of 
which the following is the tenour, as given by the 
Hon. Daines Barrington, and adopted by Mr. 
Pennant : " Hicjacei Santtus Yestinusj cui Gwenllian, 
Filia Madoc etGryffytap Gwilym^ optulit in obldcoem 
istam imaginem p. salute animarutn sJ* The inscrip- 
tion, however, is at present so much defaced, and so 
many of the characters obliterated, as to render it 
very difficult, if not impossible, to decypher it with 
any degree of accuracy. The monument is noticed 
by Rowlands, in his ^*M(ma Antiqua Restaurata,'' and 
an account of it was read before the Society of Anti- 
quaries, in 1776, and published in the fifth volume 
of the ArchsBologia. There is a Sunday school, con- 
ducted gratuitously, in which 30 males and females 
are taught to read the Bible in their native tongue. 
The income arising from a few small charitable dona- 
tions and bequests, amounting to £24, which have 
been vested in the purchase of land, and produce a 
rental of £*2. 2., is annually distributed among the 
poor; and the parish has erected three cottages 
upon another portion of the land so bought, which 
with one before existing on it, are given to poor 
families to reside in rent-free. 

LLANIESTYN (LLAN-IESTYN), a parish, 
in the union of Pwllheli, principally in the hun- 
dred of DiNLLAEN, but partly in that of Gaflogion, 
in the Lleyn division of the county of Carnarvon, 
North Wales, 8 miles (w. by s.) from Pwllheli ; 
containing 1090 inhabitants. This parish, which 
derives its name from the dedication of its church, is 
pleasantly situated at the head of a small valley 
opening towards the south, near the south-western 
extremity of the county, almost in the centre of the 
great headland that separates the bay of Carnarvon 
from that of Cardigan ; it is bounded on the south- 
east by the parishes of Llangian and Bottwnog, 
and on the north-west by those of Tydweiliog 
and Penllech; and comprises about 4500 acres, 
nearly equally divided between arable and pasture 
land. The scenery, though bare of wood, is interest- 
ing and picturesque, being greatly diversified with 
hill and dale ; and the soil, some of which is light 
earth and other parts heavy clay, produces chiefly 
barley and oats. Of the rateable annual value of 
the parish, the return made amounts to £2534% 19. 6, 
In the mountainous part of the parish are some 
appearances of lead-ore and nikel, but the veins are 
not of sufficient extent to promise remuneration to 
the mining adventurer, and no works have been yet 
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opened. The village is seated at the base of Cam 
Madryn, a lofty, barren, isolated hill, whieh was 
formerly one of the strong-holds of Roderic and 
Maelgwyn, sons of Owain Gwynedd^ to whom this 
part of the principality belonged. 

The living is a rectory, with the perpetual curaeiea 
of Bodverin, Llandegwining, and Penllech anoezedy 
rated in the king's books at £21. d. 9.; present net 
income, £595, witli a glebe-honse ; patron. Bishop 
of Bangor. The tithes of the parish have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £371, subject to 
rates, averaging £20. 6. 2., with aglebe of 23a. 2r« 
31/?., valued at £30 per annum. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. lestyn, is a spacious and handsome 
structure, partly in the later Norman, imd partly in 
the early English style of architecture, cooust- 
ing of a nave, south aisle, and chancel, the whole 
seventy-eight feet long and forty-two broad, and 
containing about five hundred sittings. The Msle 
is separated from the nave by a range of pentagonal 
pillars and circular arches, and is lighted by a series 
of elegant Jancet-shaped windows; and some frag^* 
ments still remain of the exquisitely carved oak 
screen that divided the chancel from the nave. The 
pulpit and the reading-desk are singularly placedf 
the former being attacned to the nonhern, and die 
latter to the southern, wall. There are two places 
of worship for Calvinistic Methodists, and one for 
Independents; also four Sunday schools, three ap- 
pertaining to the former and one to the latter denomi- 
nation, conducted by voluntary teachers, and affording 
iiratriiction to about 520 males and females. The 
fental of a tenement bequeathed by Mr. Roger 
Jones, in 1621, and now producing £13 per annum, 
is distributed among the poor at Christmas; and 
there is also a sum of 125. 6^^ a portion of £5 in- 
terest, payable on a turnpike bond of the trustees 
of the Conway road ; and about a similar sum from 
an ancient rent-charge, disposed of in like manner. 
The whole summit of Carn Madrjm was once sur- 
roanded by a wall, still traceable in its whole circuit, 
and remaining in some parts to the height of several 
feet; within the area are foundations of circular 
buildings, and near the base of the mountain are the 
remains of numerous circular and quadrilateral build- 
ings, of which the walls are in many instances toler^ 
abiy perfect. The upper part of the mountain is 
supposed to have been occupied by the chieftains 
during their sojourn in this strong-hold, and the base 
by their vassals and subsidiary forces, who during 
times of invasion came hither with their cattle for 
security. 

LLANIGON (LLAN-IGON), a parish, con- 
prising the township of Glynvfich, in the union of 
Hay, hundred of Talgarth, county of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 2 miles (s. s. w.) from Hay; and 
containing 547 inhabitant, of which number 486 
are in the body of the parish, and the rest in Glyn- 
vftoh. This place, which derives its name from the 
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dedication of its churck either to Eigen, a female eoiiree tkroueli a tract of higUy picturesque country, 

saint, or to Eigioo, tke son of Caw, a saint wlio is at lenrth lost amone the majestic woods of Llan'- 

flonrished in the sixth centurvy is situated on the goed. Some small veins of lead-ore have been dis- 

turnpike-road leading from ILiy to Talgarth, and covered at various times in the hilly parts of the 

4M>mprises a considerable tract of land, of which the parish, but not of sufficient value or extent to justify 

-greater portion is arable, though much consists of the establishment of any permanent works* The 

excellent meadows in the valleys, and of elevated tram-road from Brecknock to Hay and Kington 

commons. The surface is finely varied, and the soil, passes within little more than a mile of the village. 

tbouffh in some parts of a I'ocky nature, in the lower The livinff is a discharged vicaraffe, rated in the 

districts is tolerably fertile, amnrding good crops of king's books at £7. 12. Bf., and in uie patronage of 

^ain and excellent pastnn^ for cattle and sheep, the Crown ; present net income, £202 : it is endowed 

upon tlie rearing of which the fieirmers principally with one^half of the tithes, and the other half be* 

depend ; one of the chief manures employed is lime, longs to Viscount Hereford and J. Spencer, Esa« 

burned on the hills above. Oi the rateable annual The church is a spacious and lofty edifice, thouga 

value, the return made amounts to £2493 for the not distinguished by any architectural details of im* 

whole parish, of which £2139 is for the portion ex- portanee, and is situated on a gentle eminence, shel- 

<!lasively of the township of Glynvach. The sur- -tered on <me side bv the hill above Penyrwrloddt 

rounding scenery is pleasingly diversified, and in and on the other by an abrupt eminence called 

many parts beautifully picturesoue; some of the Wenallt: the belfry, containing three bells, is alcind 

vales and hills are richly clothed with wood; and of loft over the porch. In the hamlet of Glynvach 

the distant views are strikingly distinguished by is a chapel, called Capel-y-Vin, or the chapel of the 

features of grandeur and magnificence. boundary, which has been rebuilt within the last 

Uanthomcu^ an ancient mansion in the parish, few years ; and there is a place of worship for Cal- 

was occupied, during the time of Henry VIIL, by vinistic Methodists. Lewis Watkins, in 1712, gave 

Walter Devereux, Earl Ferrers, Lord Chief Justice an estate named Cae'r Bwla, consisting of about 

of South Wales, and in the following reign by thirteen acres of arable, meadow, and copse, now 

William Thomas, one of the clerks of the council, producing from £10 to £12 per annum, for the 

and the principal instructor of the young King Ed- endowment of a free school ; the only school, howr 

ward VI., and who, in the reign of Mary, was ai^ ever, until recently, was one of «bout 15 diildren, 

raigned and executed for treason : it has been mo- who were instructed at the expense of their parents*; 

dernized with great taste, and now forms a handsome but one on the National plan has been built by sub- 

and prominent object in the scenery of the village, -scription, to the master of whidi the endowment is 

close to which it is situated. Upon a high bank to paid. The parish also enioys the benefit of the 

the south-east of the church is Penynorlodd^ now a Boughrood cuarity in St. David's, Brecon, for ap«- 

farm-house, originally built in 1651 by William prenticing poor cuildren, under the liberal bequest 

Watkins, an active partisan and an officer in the of lUce Powell ; and generally two are so put out 

army of the parliament during the reign of Charles I., from this place. Of the antiauities with whicn it has 

and one of the principal agents of the propagators ik been said the parish formerly abounded, there are 

the Gospel in South Wales. In this mansion, where but very few remains: on the hills are some circular 

he resided till his death, he left a great number of intrencnments; and near the spot where the counties 

coats of mail and other armour, which were pre- of Bredcnock, Hereford, and Monmouth unite, is 

served here till the middle of the last century. From a large barrow, called Twyn*y-Beddau, or the 

the grounds, and nu>re especially from the well- *^ Mound of the Graves,'' two hundred and seventy 

wooded hill immediately above the house, is ob^ feet in circumference, and twelve feet high, which is 

tatned one of the most magnificent views in South supposed to have been raised to commemorate some 

Wides, for grandeur, richness, and variety of pie- battle fought here, and also as a place of interment 

tnr^ue beauty : in this splendid prospect are com^ for the warrioiB who fell in the conflict In the 

bined features of the most interesting and romantic hamlet of Cilonw, a little to the south-west of the 

character; hills of varied elevation and of diversified village, are the ruins of an old chapel, thought to 

aspect recede in long succession towards the town tif have been dedicated to Celin, an eminent British 

Brecknock, beyond which towers the migestic chain saint, who flourished in the sixth century, from 

of the Beacons; and on the declivity of a barren which circumstance the hamlet derived its name. 

hill, at the distance of seven or eight miles, the LLANILAR (LLAN-ILAR), a parish, con^ 

white-washed village of Llan\dlo forms a coospicu- sisting of the Tipper and Lower divisions, in the 

ous object On the west and north-^west are seen union of Abbrtstwith, upper division of the hun- 

Maesllwch Castle, with the beautiful grounds by dred of Ila it, county of Cardigan, South Wales, 

which it is surrounded; the numerous villas that '6 miles (8.s.e.) from Aberystwith; containing 1010 

enrich the scenery about GMsbury ; and the graceful inhabitaifts, of whom 514 are in the Upper, and 496 

.windings of the river Wye, which, after a devious in the Lower, dinMon. This parish, which derives 

71 



LLAN— I 



LLAN— I 



its name from the dedication of its church, is plea- 
santly situated on the southern bank of the river 
Ystwytb, and near the high road from Aberystwith 
to Cardigan. Part of it is hilly, though some is flat 
and liable to be flooded ; the soil is in general shal- 
low and dry, but produces good crops of corn, hay, 
&C. ; and the surrounding scenery is in some parts 
pleasingly varied : within the parish are the seats 
Birch Grove and Castle Hill. Fairs are held on March 
I4th, May Idth, July 8th, and November 14th. The 
living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the king's 
bool^ at £6. 13. 4. ; present net income £95, with 
a glebe-house; patron. Bishop of St David's; im- 
propriator, J. P. B. Chichester, Esq. The church, 
dedicated to St Hilary, and pleasantly situated on 
the bank of the river, near Aberystwith, is a low 
ancient structure in good repair, with a square mas- 
sive tower at the west end ; the body consists of a 
nav? and chancel, formerly separated by an old 
carved screen of elegant design, which has been 
recently removed. There is a place of worship for 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. Richard Jones, of 
St Clement Danes, London, in 179*2, bequeathed 
£300 Bank annuities, the dividends on which he 
directed to be paid to a proper person, being a mem- 
ber of the Established Church, for teaching six boys 
and six girls of the parish English, writing, and 
arithmetic; there are 40 children in the school, 
which is partly supported by this endowment and 
partly by payments n'om the parents ; and about 300 
males and females are instructed gratuitously in 
three Sunday schools. Mr. Jones also left the in- 
terest of £100 to be given yearly to the poor; and 
the Rev. Mr. Edwards gave £40, the interest to be 
distributed among poor tradesmen: the vicar of 
Marston upon Dove, in the county of Derby, in 
1761, bequeathed £30; and Jenkm Williams, in 
1732, and Morgan Parry, in 1762, gave £10 each; 
but the three last charities have been lost 

LLANILID (LLAN-ILID), a parUh, in the 
union of Bridgend and Cowbridge, hundred of 
CowBRiDGR, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
5 miles (n. by w.) from Cowbridge; containing 150 
inhabitants. The name of this pmce is derived from 
the dedication of its church to St Hid, an Israelite, 
who, having embraced Christianity, is said to have 
accompanied Bran ab Ll^r, the deposed prince of 
Siluria, from Rome, about the year 70, for the pur- 
pose of introducing the Christian faith into Britain. 
The parish is situated under the lofty ridge that 
extends from east to west through the county, and 
on the east bank to the river Ewenny, which has 
its source in the vicinity, and joins the Ogmore near 
its influx into the Bristol Channel ; it is bounded on 
the north by the chapelry of Peterstone*super-mon- 
tem, on the south by the parishes of Llansannor and 
St Mary Hill, on the east by those of Llanharan 
and Llaiiharry, and on the west by that of Coy- 
church ; and comprises about 1700 or 1800 acres, of 
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which about 300 are arable, 900 pasture, 100 wood- 
land, and the remainder furze and waste* The sur- 
face is undulated, and the higher grounds command 
some fine views over the adjacent country and the 
channel; the soil comprehends gravel, clay, peat, 
and bog ; the land is all inclosed, and by fiir the 
greater part is in a state of good cultivation. Coal 
and limestone are found, but the latter onljr is 
worked, and is used to a small extent for agncol- 
tural purposes. The parish comprehends the manors 
of St John of Jerusalem, Rhythin, and part of 
Talyvan. The living is a discharged rectory, with 
the rectory of Llanharan consolidated, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 15. 7^., and in the patronac^e of 
the Crown ; present net income £253, with a glebe- 
house. The church is an ancient edifice, 40 feet 
long and 15 wide, and contains upwards of 70 sit- 
tings, all free. Mr. Charles Price, about the year 
1704, bequeathed 50; and Mr. William Thomas, in 
1737, £10; the interest of which sums is annually 
distributed among the poor not receiving parochial 
relief. At the distance of about thirty yards to the 
north of the church are the remains of an encamp- 
ment, supposed to be of Roman construction, tne 
form of which resembles that of an inverted basin, 
and which contains a large open space in the interior. 
A house, called Tr^ Bran «< the house of Brfin" is 
said to have been the residence of Bran, the father of 
the celebrated Caractacus, who, upon his return from 
Rome, where he had been kept as a hostage for his 
son, brought with him the Jewish proselyte to whom 
the building of the church is ascribed. 

LLANILTERNE, or CHAPEL ILTERNE 
( LL A N-ILLTEYRN), a parochial chapelry, in the 
union of Cardiff, hundred of Din as-Powys, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, on the road from 
Cardiff to Llantrissent, 6 miles (w. n. w.) from Car- 
diff; containing 136 inhabitants. It is stated to have 
been separated from the parish of St Fagan about 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but the inhabitants 
still contribute one-third to the repairs of the church 
and bridge of that place. The living is consolidated 
with the rectory of St Pagan's : the chapel, dedi- 
cated to St lUtyd, is a very small building, with a 
curious inscription, not wholly legible, at the south- 
western angle of the exterior wail, said to be to the 
memory of the wife of the renowned King Arthur. 
There is a place of worship for Independents : about 
twelve children are taugnt in a day school at the 
expense of their parents; and two children from the 
chapelry are eligible to be instructed gratuitously, 
at a small endowed school at St Pagan's, under a 
bequest of the Rev. John Cook, in 1729. At Llan- 
vairvawr, an ancient farm-house belonging to the 
f^rl of Plymouth, lately destroyed by fire, are the 
ruins of a religious house, founded about the year 
508, by St lUtyd, as ^^a place for education in 
human learning, as well as religion :" the chapel is 
entire, and has been converted into a barn. 
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LLANINA (LLAN-IMA), a parish, in the on the third, which is inserted in the wall, near the 

union of Aberaeron, hundred of Moythen, county door of the second cottage, can be deoypbered Caii 

of Cardigan, South Wales, 15 miles (n. w. by w.) Artit manibus (or memoruB) Ermius Primits. Other 

from Lampeter; containing 447 inhabitants. This vestig^es of this people have been discovered in the 

place is situated on the shore of Cardigan bay, by neighbourhood at various times, such as coins, do- 

which it is bounded on the south and south-east ; and mestic utensils, bricks, &c*, and on one occasion a 

18 intersected by a small river, which, formed by the large piece of unwrought lead. There is a Sunday 

union of two streams to the south of the parish, pur- school, in which twenty males and thirty females are 

sues a northerly course and falls into the bay of instructed by gratuitous teachers to read the Welsh 

Cardigan, near the small harbour of New Quay. Bible -and Testament 

The lands are mostly inclosed, and in a tolerable LLANISHEN (LLAN-ISAN), a parish, in 
state of cultivation ; the surrounding 8cener\' is pleas- the union of Cardiff, hundred of Kibbor, county 
ingly varied, and in some parts enriched with thriving of Glamorgan, South Wales, on the road from 
timber; and the views, extending over the open bay, Cardiff to Caerphilly, 3^ miles (n.) from Cardiff; 
are not destitute of interest 1 ne living is a perpe- containing 418 inhabitants. Llanishen House, now 
tual curacy, annexed to the vicarage of Llanarth ; fallen to decay, was, for more than the last two cen- 
and the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge turies, the seat of the family of Lewis ; it previously 
of £115 for the whole parish, £61. 13. 4. of which belonged to the Vaughans, the heiress of which 
are payable to the Bishop of St. David's, £30. 16. 8. family was married to a younger son of the Lewises 
to the vicar of Llanarth, and £22. 10. to the rector of the Vann, ancestors of the Earl of Plymouth, 
of Llanllwchairn, the last sum being derived from New House, the property of John Lewis, Esq., is 
the commutation for the hamlet of Cydplwyv, as are a handsome modern seat, pleasantly situated at the 
portions of the other amounts. The church, a neat southern ' foot of a lofty ridge of hills running in a 
edifice lately erected near the shore of the bay, at direction from east to west in this part of the county, 
the extremity of a well-wooded dingle, is dedicated The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
to St. Ina, King of the West Saxons, who, devoting £200 private benefaction, and £800 royal bounty ; 
his life to religious pursuits, resigned the govern- net income, £46 ; patrons, alternately. Earl of Ply- 
ment of his kingdom to his kinsman Ethelred, and mouth and C. K. Kemeys Tynte, Esq., the impro- 
went on a pilgrimage to Rome ; having passed the priators. The church, dedicated to St. Isan, is a 
remainder of his life in retirement, he was canonized neat structure, in the English style of architecture, 
after his death. There is a Sunday school, in which There is a place of worship for Wesleyan Metho- 
about 130 males and females are taught gratui- dists. In 1728, Mary Lewis conveyed by deed a 
tously by Independents ; and the parish contributes moiety of the great tithes of the parish of Lisvane, 
to defray a portion of the expenses of that of Llan- in trust to certain parties, to the intent that they 
llwchairn. should out of the rents and profits employ masters 
LLANIO, a township, in the parish of Llan- here and at Lisvane, at a salary of £5 each, to teach 
dewy-Brevi, union of Tr6garon, lower division of the poor children in both places, and that the re- 
the hundred of Fenarth, county of Cardigan, mainder should be employed in apprenticing them. 
South Wales, 8 miles (n. e.) from Lampeter ; These tithes, at present let for £70 per annum, are 
containing 131 inhabitants. It is traversed by the subject to a payment of £10 to the perpetual curate: 
high road between Tregaron and Lampeter, which five pounds are yearly paid to the schoolmaster of this 
passes along the Vale of the Teivy, ana contains so parish, for which he instructs 10 free scholars in the 
many remains of Roman antiquity, as leave no doubt vestry-room of the church, with about 20 others who 
of its having once contained a station of that people, pay; and one child is generally apprenticed every 
The site of the Roman Loventium is placed by an- year with a premium averaging £5 or £6. There 
tiquaries between the right bank of the Teivy and is also a National day school, commenced in 1824, 
the road, at a place still called Cae'r Castell, where in which twenty- five females are taught at the ex- 
numerous vestiges of foundations are discernible, and pense of the Rev. W. P. Lewis. Edward Morgan, 
whence the Roman Via Occidentalisy or, as it has oy will in 1669, assigned a rent- charge of £2. 12., 
subsequently been termed, Sam Helena branched off to be distributed in bread among toe poor ; and 
in a northerly and a south-westerly direction. Three Thomas Lewis, Esq., in 1775, gave one of £4 to 
inscribed stones are still preservea, two of them built the paupers in four almshouses, let by him to the 
in the walls of two cottages, and the third, on which parish ; but this endowment has not been paid for 
can be traced the words Cohars Seamda AugusUe about twelve years ; and a rent-charge of 13s. 4J., 
Fecit Quinque Pasius^ (affording evidence that a co- bequeathed by Matthew Pritchard, in 1623, for the 
hort of the second Augustan legion erected a certain benefit of the poor, is said to have been lost by the 
portion of the walls,) is used as a seat in the porch river Taf encroaching on the property. According 
of one of them. One of the other stones is placed to Leiand, Richard William, otherwise Cromwell, 
over the chimney, and is inscribed overioni ; and afterwards E^rl of Essex, who was beheaded by 
Vol, IL— 73 L 
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order of Henry VIII., was born at the mansion 
of New House; but the circumstance is doubtful. 
The water of a spring, called St. Dene's Well, is 
considered efficacious in the cure of scorbutic com- 
plaints. 

LLANKtLKEN, a hamlet, in the parish of 
KiLKEN, Northop division of the hundred of Coles- 
hill, county of Flint, North Wales, 4J miles 
(w. by N.) from Mold ; containing 390 inhabitants. 
This hamlet, in which the parocliial church stands, 
is situated in a valley surrounded by lofty hills, 
whereof one, the stupendous Moel Vamma, separates 
it on the west and south from the Vale of Clwyd, 
which can only be approached from this place \)y the 
elevated passes in the mountains. 

LLANLLAWDDOG (LLAN-LLAW- 
DDOG), a parish, in the lower division of the hun- 
dred of Elvet, union and county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 8 miles (n. e. by n.) from Carmar- 
then ; containing 779 inhabitants. This parish, 
which derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to Llawddog, an eminent British saint, who 
flourished in the early part of the sixth century, is 
pleasantly situated nearly in the centre of the county, 
upon the great turnpike-road leading from Carmar- 
then to Lampeter ; and comprises a very extensive 
tract of land, of which a considerable proportion is 
open and uncultivated. The surrounding country, 
though not distinguished by any striking peculiarity 
of feature, is agreeably diversified with hill and vale, 
in some of the latter of which are interesting com- 
binations of rural and picturesque beauty. At a 
short distance from the church is the seat, lately re- 
built, of John Lloyd Price, Esq., high sheriff of the 
county in 1840, whose estate, on which he annually 
employs a considerable number of the poor, who 
would otherwise become burthensome to toe parish, 
is principally situate here. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, with that of Llanpympsaint annexed, and en*^ 
dowed with £800 royal bounty; net income, £150; 
patron. Vicar of Aberguilly; appropriators. Dean 
and Canons of Windsor, whose tithes in Llanllaw- 
ddog have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£200, subject to rates, averaging £5 per annum. 
The church, which is not remarkable for any archi- 
tectural details, was formerly dependent upon that 
of Aberguilly, but was separated from it by an act 
of parliament About twenty children of both sexes 
are instructed in a day school at the expense of their 
parents; and there are three Sunday schools, con- 
ducted gratuitously, in one of which are 60 males 
and females, who attend the Established Church ; 
the other two appertain to Methodists, and consist 
of 120. John David bequeathed a rent-charge of 
£l, which, with another of 5«., continued to be paid 
out of two farms in the parish until 1832, when 
they were discontinued ; and there are some smaller 
charitable donations, producing about \5s, per an- 
num, for distribution among the poor. 
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L L A N L L A W E R (LLAN-LLAWEN), a 
parish, in the union of Haverfordwest, hundred 
of Kemmes, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 
3 miles (e. s. e.) from Fishguard; containing 114 
inhabitants. This parish is pleasantly situated in 
the northern part of the county, and on the river 
Gwayn, which falls into Fishguard bay; it is only of 
small extent, and nearly one-third is mounlainous, 
the remainder bein? inclosed and cultivated : of the 
rateable annual value of the parish, the return is 
£520. 10. The surrounding scenery is finely varied,* 
combining features of picturesque beauty with moan- 
tains of rugged aspect; and the distant views ex- 
tend over a remarkably interesting tract of country. 
Court House, in the parish, is a good family man- 
sion, occupying an agreeable situation. The living is 
a rectory not m charge, annexed to that of Llan- 
erchllwydog : the church is not remarkable for any 
architectural details. There is a day school, in 
which about twelve children are instructed at the 
expense of their parents. On the side of Llan- 
llawer mountain, which terminates in a rocky point, 
and is hence called the Maiden's Breast, numerous 
Druidical relics and carneddau are profusely scat- 
tered, supposed to have been places of ancient sepul- 
ture ; and adjoining is a mineral well, formerly in 
high repute for its efficacy in the cure of ague and 
other diseases, but now neglected. 

LLANLLfeCHlD (LLAN-LLfeCHID), a 
parish, comprising the Upper and Lower divisions, 
in the union of Bangor and Beaumaris, hundred 
of Ll£:chwedd UchIv, county of Carnarvon, 
North Wales, 4 miles (s. e.) from Bangor, on the 
great road from London to Holyhead; containing 
4957 inhabitants. This parish derives its name 
from the dedication of its church to Llechid^ an 
eminent female saint, who flourished in the begin- 
ning of the sixth century : it extends nearly thirteen 
miles in length, and three miles in breadth, and 
comprises a tract of about eighteen thousand acres, 
of which comparatively but a small portion is in- 
closed and cultivated. The surface is boldly undu- 
lated, and the houses of the inhabitants, scattered 
widely over the parish, have, from the diversity of 
their situations, a pleasing effect in its scenery, 
some of which is of a finely mountainous character, 
the parish comprising within its limits the lofty 
mountains of Carneda Llewelyn and Camedd Da- 
yydd ; the former with an elevation of three thou- 
sand four hundred and sixty-nine, and the latter of 
three thousand four hundred and twenty-seven feet 
above the level of the sea. On the summit of each 
of these mountains, which form prominent features 
in the surrounding scenery, are large heaps of loose 
stones, supposed to be the remains of ancient fortifi- 
cations, raised respectively by the princes from whom 
they take their name* According to Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, a giant named Rhita was buried on the 
summit of Camedd Llewelyn, which may not im- 
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probably have been the place of sepulture of some 
valiant chieftain, whose name has not been recorded. 
Near the base of this mountain is Fynnon Llugwy, 
a fine lake covering a surfoce of many acres, the 
source of the river Llufi^y, which, after traversing 

Sirt of this parish, falb into the Conway, near 
ettws. The village of Llanllechid is pleasantly 
situated in a fine open plain, in the nortli-western 

Eart of the parish ; out the greater portion of the in- 
abitants reside in the hamlet of Pant*y«-Vridlas, 
and the villages of Bethesda and Achub, and find 
profitable employment in the adjacent slate quarries 
of Penrhyn. Several attempts have been made to 
procure slates in the parish, and some quarries have 
Deen opened for the purpose near the church ; but the 
undertaking has not been carried on to any profit- 
able extent, and the quarries are wrought only on a 
very limited scale, affording but little employment 
in comparison with the works at Penrhyn. The 
road from London to Holyhead runs for twelve miles 
through the parish, and that firom Liverpool to the 
same place for about three miles, affording excellent 
facilities of communication with the neighbouring 
districts. A fair is held on October 29th, at Llan- 
llechid village; at Talybont, a small village; others 
take place on May 7th, and August 1 1th; and of 
late years, three have been held at Bethesda on the 
drd Saturday in the months of April, Ju1y» and 
October, respectively. The rateable annual value 
returned for the parish amounts to £3758. 1. 9. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at j£L5. 13. 4. ; patron, Bishop of Bangor: the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent^charge of £465 ; and 
there is a glebe of 16a. Ir. 12p., with a glebe-house. 
The churdb is a long, low, ancient edifice, consisting 
of a nave and chancel, with a small chapel or oratory 
on the south side. There are places of worship for 
Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic and Wes- 
leyan Methodists. A parochial school was founded 
in 1719, by the Rev. Dr. John Jones, Dean of 
Bangor, who endowed it with £100, for teaching 
twelve poor children to read the Welsh language. A 
National school was established in 182B, for which a 
house was built by subscription, at a cost of £156, 
aided by a grant of £30 from the parent society in 
London ; and this school, in which 100 children of 
both sexes receive instruction, is supported partly 
by subscription, partly by weekly payments of a 
penny from each child, and partly by the endow- 
ment given to the parochial school by Dean Jones. 
Nearly 1900 males and females are taught gratui- 
tously in nine Sunday schools, one in the courch, 
and the others in the meeting-houses. Dr. Griffith 
Williams, Bishop of Ossory, in 1672, left an estate 
in the parish, called Plas Hwva, containing 10^ acres, 
with a fiurm-house and four cottages, directing its 
produce to be distributed at the discretion of the 
rector: the farm yields a rental of £13, annually 
given in money and coal to -the poor, according to 
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the will of the testator ; £5 being paid to the Na- 
tional school. William Griffith bequeathed a rent- 
charge of £2. 16., in the 16tb of Charles I. ; Robert 
and Catherine George, a sum of £50; Dr. Lloyd, 
Dean of Bangor, £20; and Jane Thomas and 
Pierce Williams, £5 each : the whole of which sums 
with £32 saved from vacancies in the schools, was 
expended in erecting six cottages at Gate House, 
paying a rent of £6. 2. 6., which, with 5^. annually 
from a gift of Margaret Owen, is expended in bread 
and money among the poor. Two charities were 
lost ; one of £60, by Mrs. G wen Fletcher, and one 
of £5, by Maurice rritchard. Dr. Williams, Bishop 
of Ossory, was a native of this place ; and Dr. John 
Williams, Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, and 
Archbishop of York, in the reign or Charles I., 
resided at Cochwillan, in the parish. 

LLANLLEONVEL (LLAN-LLEON- 
FOEL), a parish, comprising the hamlet of Llan- 
lleonvel, ana a portion of that of Gwravog, in the 
union and hundred of Builth, county of Breck- 
nock, South Wales, 7 miles (w. by s.) from 
Builth; and containing 261 inhabitants, of whom 
189 are in the township of LlanlleonveL This 
place, the name of which signifies the *^ church of 
Lleon the Bald," is situated in a hilly district in the 
north-western portion of the county, and on the 
rivers Irvon ana Dulas, over which are three bridges 
within the parish, kept in repair at the expense of 
the hundred. It is intersected by the road from 
Llanvihangel-Abergwessin to Builth; and bounded 
on the north by the parish of Llanavan-Vawr, on the 
south by that of Llangammarch, on the east by that 
of Llanavan-Vedian, and on the west by those of 
Lhinvihangel- Abergwessin and Llanwrtyd ; and com- 
prises, accordii^ to computation, 2697 acres, of which 
674 are arable, 1700 pasture and common, and 323 
woodland. The surface is hilly, and the scenery un- 
interesting, except in the vicinity of Garth House, 
which has a very romantic appearance, being sur- 
rounded with oak and fir woods; some of the higher 
grounds command extensive views, but in most parts 
the prospect is intercepted by the mountainous eleva- 
tions encircling nearly the whole of this fmrt of the 
county. The soil, though not rich, is in general 
well cultivated, and produces good oats and parley, 
and the hills afford fine pasturage for sheep: the 
rateable annual value of the parish, including the 
hamlet of Gwravog, is £943, of which £693 is re- 
turned for the township of Trevlyn. The manor 
that includes the parish is co^extensive with the 
hundred, and is distinguished for the prevalence of 
several peculiar customs, the origin of which is very 
obscure, and for certain singubr payments. Of 
these latter the principal are the ^^ Taldiestyn," the 
" Comortha," the *< Vuwch Lwder," the " Porthant 
Herwyr," the **Maccwyn," and the " Mabryddiaeth," 
the two last of which are altogether inexplicable. 
From these payments certain inhabitants of the hun- 
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dred are exempt: there are no copyhold tenures iu 
the manor, and the chief-rents are collected for the 
lord by the officers of the parish. A presentment 
by a jury in 1646, of which Rees Gwyn, Elsq., 
father of Marmaduke Gwyn, the Judge, was fore- 
man, states the custom of the lordship to be, that no 
man's son dwelling within the lordship ought to be 
summoned to do ^alty within the said court during 
the life of his father, if his father be seized of lands 
within the lordship. The woollen manufacture is 
carried on in the village upon a very limited scale, 
affording employment only to a small number of 
persons. Baronial courts continue to be held at an 
inn iu the village, called Maes-Cevn-y-Fordd. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty; net income, £60; patron and 
appropriator. Prebendary of Llanwrthwl in the Col- 
legiate Church of Brecknock : there is neither par- 
8onage*house nor any glebe land attached to the 
benefice. The church, the dedication of which is 
unknown, is a small edifice, undistinguished by any 
architectural details, but pleasantly situated on a 
gentle eminence on the north-western bank of the 
river Dulas, about a mile to the north of the high 
road from Builth to Llandovery; it is 60 feet in 
length and 24 in breadth, and contains 16 pews, the 
whole of the sittings in which are free. There is a 
place of worship for Independents, who have also 
tWo Sunday schools, conducted by gratuitous teachers, 
affording instruction to 175 males and females; and 
there is a day school, in which 25 children are 
taught at the expense of their parents. A branch 
of the Sarn Lleon passed through the parish, con- 
necting Maridununii at Carmarthen, with the Ro- 
man station at Cwm, in Radnorshire, and uniting at 
the latter place with the great Roman road that 
anciently led from Nidus^ at Neath, to Devoj now 
Chester. On an eminence opposite to the church is 
the old mansion of Garth, noticed above, formerly 
the residence of the family of Gwyn, or Gwynne. 
In a field below the church, and at no great distance 
from the river Dulas, is a mineral spring, resembling 
in taste and smell the water at Llanwrtyd, but not so 
strongly impregnated with sulphur. 

LLANLLIBIO (LLAN-LLIBIG), a parish, 
in the hundred of Llyvon, union and county of 
Anglesey, North Wales, 1^ mile (e.) from Sod- 
edern ; containing 87 inhabitants. This place, which 
takes its name from the patron saint to whom its 
church was dedicated, is situated near the old line of 
road from London to Holyhead, and consists of a few 
farms, the produce of which, owing to the poor argil- 
laceous quality of the soil, is chiefly oats, with a very 
small portion of wheat and barley : the parish is the 
entire property of Sir Richard Williams Bulkeley, 
Bart The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to 
the rectory of Llantrisaint. The church, which had 
been dilapidated for upwards of forty years, and suf- 
fered to fall into decay, has now entirely disappeared ; 
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and the churchyard has been ploughed up : the pre- 
sent incumbent has, notwithstanding, marked out the 
ancient boundaries of the churchyard, and rebuilt the 
walls, and has it in contemplation to erect a cburcfa. 
The inhabitants at present attend divine service at 
Lkntrisaint, and where all ecclesiastical rites are 
performed* 

LLANLLIGAN, or LLANLLUGAN 
(LLAN-LLUGAN), a parish, in the union of 
Newtown and Llanidloes, lower division of the 
hundred of Newtown, county of Montgomery, 
North Wales, 4 miles (s. w.) from Llanvair; con- 
taining 413 inhabitants. This place is distinguished 
as the site of an ancient Cistercian nunnery, which, 
according to Tanner, was founded prior to the year 
12*39, when the tithes of the parish of Llanvair- 
Caereinion were given by Bishop Hugh to the ^^ nuns 
of Llanllugan in rowys," to whom also the tithes of 
Llanllwchaiarn and Bettws were subsequently appro- 
priated by Anian, Bishop of St. Asaph, m 1265. This 
establishment, of which the founder is not known, had, 
at the dissolution, a revenue estimated at j£22. 13. 8.: 
the site was granted, in the 37th of Henry VIIL, to 
Sir Arthur D'Arcy, Knt. : the only remains are 
some fragments of painted glass in the chancel win- 
dow of the church. The parish, situated nearly in 
the centre of the county, is intersected by the 
small river Rhiw, which has its source in the im- 
mediate vicinity, and, after passing by the village, 
pursues its course in an easterly direction, and fiedls 
into the Severn at Berriew. It is about three miles 
in length and a mile and a half in breadth, and a 
very large proportion of it is uninclosed and uncul- 
tivated; its rateable annual value is returned at 
£1344. The surrounding scenery is agreeably di- 
versified, and in some parts highly picturesque ; and 
the views over the adjacent country embrace many 
interesting features. The road from Welshpool and 
Llanvair passes through the parish by Cevn Coch 
to meet that from Newtown and Machynlleth, at 
Talerddig, in the parish of Llanbr^nmair. The liv- 
ing is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 royal 
bounty, and in the patronage of the Lord of the 
Manor, and other impropriators, who are owners of 
land ; net income, £49. The church, dedicated to 
St. Mary, and situated on the bank of the river 
Rhiw, is an ancient structure, in tlie early style of 
English architecture. There is a Sunday school, in 
which 130 males and females are taught gratuitously 
by Calvinistic Methodists. About a mile to the 
south-west of Cevn Coch, and to the right of the 
road from Newtown and Machynlleth, are the re- 
mains of a Druidical circle. 

LLANLLUAN (LLAN-LLWYN), with Tnft 
Castell, a hamlet, in the parish of Llanarthney, 
hundred of Iscennen, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 9^ miles (e.s.e.) from Carmarthen: 
the population is included in the return for the pa- 
rish. It lies near the northern declivity of tlie Myn- 
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ydd Mawr, and takes its name from an ancient 
chapel which formerly existed here. 

LLANLLWCHAIARN (LLAN-LLWCH- 
AIARN), a parish, in the union of Newtown and 
Llanidloes, partly in the newly created borough, 
but wholly in the upper division of the hundred of 
Newtown, county of Montgomery, North Wales, 
1 mile (n.e.) from Newtown; containing 2776 inha- 
bitants. This parish is situated on the bank of the 
river Severn ; and bounded on the north by that of 
Bettws, on the west by Aberhavesp, and on the 
east, south, and south-west by Newtown ; and com- 
prises, according to computation, about 4400 acres, 
of which two-thirds are arable, and the remainder 
meadow and pasture, with the exception of a very 
small portion of woodland. The surface is hilly, 
and the scenery for the most part picturesque and 
beautiful ; and the lands are all inclosed, and in a 
good state of cultivation ; the rateable annual value 
returned for the whole parish being £5393. An act 
was obtained, in the d6th of George III., for im- 
proving the waste lands within the manors of Ced- 
owain, Hopton, and Over Gorddwr, under the provi- 
sions of which about nine hundred acres were allotted 
to this parish, in 1804, and inclosed. The manu- 
facture of flannel is carried on to a great extent, 
affording employment to about 720 persons, of whom 
606 are engaged in the principal factory, 66 at 
Milford, and the rest at Beyander mill: several 
buildings have been erected during the last seven 
years, with about 300 houses, in those parts of the 
parish called Pen-y-Gloddva, Frankwell, and the 
Basin, where also^ the population has greatly in- 
creased, and which have been connected with the 
town of Newtown by a bridge of three arches, buHt 
over the river Severn, and completed in the year 
1827, at an expense of £4000, defrayed by the 
county. The Montgomeryshire canal was extended, 
in 1819, from Garthmill to this parish, in which it 
terminates, near Newtown ; and the basin, with the 
wharfs, lime-kilns, and other works connected with 
that line of navigation, is within its limits : the road 
from Welshpool to Newtown passes by it on the 
south, and also that from Newtown to Machynlleth. 
That part of the parish comprised within the boun- 
daries of the new contributory borough of Newtown, 
consists of the townships of Gwestydd and H^n- 
didley. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 7. 6., and endowed with the 
great tithes of two of the four townships, which for- 
merly belonged to Llanllugan nunnery, and with 
£100 private benefaction, and £200 royal bounty; 
patron. Bishop of St. Asaph; impropriators of the 
remainder of the rectorial tithes, D. Pugh, and 
— SaunderSy E^^rs. : the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £470, of which a sum of £220 
is payable to the impropriators, and £250 to the 
vicar, who has also a glebe of 33 acres, and a house, 
the whole valued at £120 per annum. The church, 
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dedicated to St. Llwchaiarn, who flourished at the 
commencement of the seventh century, was erected 
on the site of the ancient structure, in the year 
1810, at an expense of £1200, and is a neat edifice 
of brick, with a tower of the same materials, sur- 
mounted with pinnacles; the interior measures 64 
feet by 24, and contains 370 sittings, of which 17 
are free. Mr. Thomas Austin gave a rent-charge 
of £1 ; Mrs. Richard Mytton, the sum of £40; and 
Mr. John Hughes, £20 : the produce of all which is 
annually distributed in money or coal to the poor, 
except that of the last gift, which has not been paid 
for some years, owing to the insolvency of an attor- 
ney at Newtown, in whose hands it was placed. To 
the south of the turnpike-road from Newtown to 
Welshpool are vestiges of a Roman road, which 
anciently communicated with Caer-Sws and the Gaer 
near Montgomery. 

LLA>fLLW"CHAIRN (LLAN^ LLWCH- 
AIARN), a parish, in the union of Abekaeron, 
lower division of the hundred of Moythen, county 
of Cardigan, South Wales, 7 miles (w. s. w.) 
from Aberaeron ; containing 1475 inhabitants. This 

Earish, which is situated on the shore of Cardigan 
ay, has, from its advantageous maritime position, 
risen into some degree of notice, and is rapidly 
increasing in population and importance. It is tra- 
versed by the road from Cardigan to Aberystwith; 
and is bounded on the east by the parish of Llanina, 
on the south-east by that of Llanarth, and on the 
south by that of Llandysilio-Gogo. The computed 
number of acres is 3000, of which about 1500 are 
arable, 100 meadow, and the remainder pasture and 
waste ; and the lands consist of large open tracts, 
nearly bare of wood, and possessing no scenery of 
interest, but commanding fine views of the sea. The 
soil is various, but a grey light earth is most preva- 
lent, alternating occasionally with portions of clay ; 
and the chief agricultural produce is grain : building- 
stone of excellent quality is wrought in several 
places, and near New Quay is a very large quarry, 
from which blocks of stone have been raised 30 feet 
in length and 14 tons in weight Soles, turbot, and 
oysters are found in great abundance and of superior 
quality on this part of the coast, and a herring fishery 
might be advantageously established here, if an 
adequate demand existed. The trade of the place 
has already increased so much, as to give rise to the 
establishment of the small port of New Quay (de- 
scribed under its own head), which has already at- 
tained a considerable degree of celebrity, and main- 
tains a regular intercourse with Bristol. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £6. 7. 8^.; present net income, 
£180, with a glebe-house; patron. Bishop of St. 
David*s. The church, dedicated to St. Llwchaiarn, 
is situated about a Quarter of a mile from New Quay, 
and is an ancient edifice, in the early English style, 
consisting of a nave and chancel, separated by a 
pointed arch ; the nave was once embellished at each 
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angle with the king's arms carved in wood, but all that 
now remains is the motto, with the date, 1621 ; tlie 
font, which is of great antiquity, is square, and orna- 
mented at each angle with a human head : the edi- 
fice is 68 feet in length and 18 in breadth, and con- 
tains about 350 sittings, nearly half of which are 
free ; but on account of the increase of the popula- 
tion, the accommodation is insufficient, and a courch 
of larger dimensions is considered necessary. The 
parsonage-house is contiguous; and in the church- 
yard, which commands a delightful view of the sea 
and the Carnarvonshire mountains, are the remains 
of a stone cross* There are places of worship for 
Independents and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Metho- 
dists. About 90 children of both sexes are taught 
in two day schools at the expense of their parents ; 
and there are four Sunday schools, conducted gratui- 
tously, in one of which are 120 children, who attend 
the Established Church; the rest appertain to the 
dissenters, and afford instruction to about 320 males 
and females. There are some trifling vestiges of 
an ancient earthwork, 'called Pencastell, in the 
parish. 

LLANLLWNY (LLAN-LLAWNVVY), a 
parish, in the union of Lampeter, higher division 
of the hundred of Cathinog, county of Carmar- 
then, South Wales, 9 miles (s.w.) from Lam- 
peter; containing 907 inhabitants. The name of 
this parish is derived from the dedication of its 
church to St Llonio, one of the congregation of 
St. Illtyd, an eminent preacher of Christianity, who 
flourished in the fifth century. It is pleasantly situ- 
ated on the southern bank of the river Teivy, by 
which it is separated from the county of Cardigan, 
and is intersected by the turnpike- road from Car- 
marthen to Lampeter : the land is inclosed and in a 
good state of cultivation, and the soil in most parts 
fertile ; the surrounding scenery is pleasingly diver- 
sified, and the distant views extend over a country 
abounding with picturesque beautv. Maes Criggie, 
an ancient family seat, forms an interesting feature 
in the scenery of the parish ; and Perthyberllan is 
agreeably situated under the shelter of some thriving 
plantations, on the edge of an extensive common. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, with Llanvi* 
hangel* Rhosycorn annexed, rated in the king's books 
at £5, and endowed with £^00 parliamentary grant; 
present net income, £103, with a glebe-house ; pa*- 
tron. Bishop of St. David's: the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £233, payable to the 
Bishop of Lincoln ; and tliere is a glebe attached of 
86 acres, valued at £55 per annum.' The church 
is romantically situated on a rocky eminence, com- 
manding a fine view, and overlooking the river Teivy, 
which nows at its base. There is a place of worship 
for Independents : a day school, containing about 60 
boys and girls, is partly supported by payments from 
the parents, and partly by the vicar and others, 
who pay for some of the poorest children ; and there 
are two Sunday schoob^ of which one ijs of .the Esta*- 
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blished Church, and the other appertains to Inde- 
pendents. On a farm called Maes Nonny, or the 
^' Nuns' Field," in the parish, it is said there was 
anciently a nunnery, but nothing is known either of 
its foundation or its history. A tumulus, designated 
Y Castell, still remains on this farm ; and near it is 
a spring, termed Fynnon Nonny, or the ^^ Nuns' 
Well." Near the church are some vestiges of a 
priory, styled by the inhabitants " Hen Briordy," 
and said to have been a cell to the great abbey 
of Strata-Florida; but neither the nunnery nor 
the priory is mentioned in Tanner's Notitia Mo- 
nastica. 

LLANLLYVNI (LLAN-LLYFNI), a parish, 
composed of the Upper and Lower divisions, in the 
hundred of Uwchgorvai, union and county of Car- 
narvon, North Wales, 7 miles (s. by w.) from 
Carnarvon ; containing 2017 inhabitants. The name 
of this place is derived from its situation on the river 
Lly vni, which rises in the Nanlle lakes, in the upper 
part of the parish, and, after a short course, fidk 
into Carnarvon bay. The parish is intersected by 
the road from Carnarvon to Tremadock, upon which 
the village is pleasantly situated; and is bounded on 
the north by Llandwrog, on the south by Clynnog, 
on the east by Llanviliangel-y- Pennant, and on the 
west by Carnarvon bay; it extends from three to 
four nules in length, and from one to two miles in 
breadth; and comprises 6000 acres by admeasure- 
ment, of which 2500 are arable, 1500 meadow, and 
the remainder sheep- pasture and turbary: a large 
portion of the lanci was once common, though a 
great part has of late years been inclosed, and many 
houses have been built upon tlie former wastes. The 
surrounding scenery is strikingly diversified, the 
parish consisting of a ridge of huls sloping in gentle 
undulations to the sea, and at the base of which is 
stretched out a number of lakes and turbaries: two 
fine pieces of water, called Nanlle, one more than 
half a mile in length and nearly a quarter of a mile 
broad, and the other, nearly adjoining it, of equal 
breadth, but not quite so long, add greatly to the 
beauty of the scenery, and formerly wounded with 
fish of superior quality, the quantity of which, how* 
ever, has been greatly diminished by the influx of 
w^ater from the copper-works in the vicinity. There 
are also two smaller lakes in the mountainous parts, 
named respectively Cwm Silin and Cwm Dulyn, 
and both of which afford better sport to the angler. 
One side of the parish is bounded by a fine range of 
mountains, the appearance of which is highly pictur- 
esque ; and the lofty Snowdoo, though eight miles 
distant, is seen with more strikingly romantic beauty 
from the parsonage-house here, than from any other 
point in the county. The district once formed a 
part of the forest of Snowdon, but it is now almost 
entirely denuded of timber, havio£^ neither natural 
wood nor plantations, on which account, being un- 
sheltered, it is exceedingly bleak, and in many parts 
dreary io appearance. The soil is sandy andgmr 
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Telly, producing chiefljr oats and barley, but. the 
prindpai source of profit is fat pigs: some of the 
forms have existed for a rery long period, and are 
mentioned in ancient records as of considerable cele- 
brity. The parish, in common with the adjacent 
country, abounds with mineral wealth : beds of slate, 
intersected by veins of copper, extend through the 
whole of it, in a direction from south-west to north- 
east; manganese of superior quality has been re* 
cently disoovered, and considerable quantities are 
shipped for LiverpooL The principal copper-works 
are those of Simdda Dylluan and Gwernoer ; but the 
urines are not at present so extensirely wrought as 
formerly ; the state quarries were also worked some 

J ears smoe, upon a very lar^e scale, but the num- 
ers of slates now procured is much less thiui here- 
tofore. A railroad, eight miles in length, has been 
laid down from the quarries to the port of Carnarvon, 
for the conveyance of the slate and other mineral 
produce to that port, where it is shipped* The re- 
turn made of the rateable annual value of the parish 
amounts to £3177. 11. 6. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 17. 6., and endowed with £200 
royal bounty ; patron, Bishop of Bangor : the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £260 ; and 
there is a glebe of above 2^ acres, valued at £10 
per annum. The church is dedicated to St Rhedyw, 
whose tomb within it was destroyed about 60 years 
since; but his memory is still preserved in the name 
of a well termed Fynnon Rhedyw, and in that of a 
stone called Eisteddva Rhedyw. It is a spacious 
cruciform structure, supposed to have been enlarged 
into its present form about the year 1032, which 
date was discovered above the east window of the 
ebancel, while repairing it some years since. 'Above 
the window of the Eithinog chapel, in this church, 
is an image of St Rhedyw, which was formerly held 
in great veneration, but is now nearly deiaced. 
There are two places of worship each forilaptists 
and Calvinistic Methodbts, the latter of whom have 
three Sunday schools, in which are 470, and the 
former one, in which are 50, males and females; 
these schools ar^ conducted by gratuitous teachers. 
A small rent-charge of \0s. left by Richard Evans is 
distributed at Chnstmas in bread and money among 
the poor. No Druidieal monuments are actually 
remaining in the parish, but the existence of such 
within its limits at some former period is indicated 
by the names of various fields, such as Y Oistvaen, 
C;ae-y-Cynghor, Tal-y-Gamedd, &c. On the banks 
of the river Llyvni are the vestiges of an ancient 
fortification, called Craig-y-Dinas, but whether of 
Roman or British origin it is not easy to determine :■ 
it is about a mile from Pont-y-Cim, and comprises 
an area of about two acres, inaccessible, owing to 
the precipitousness of the ascent, on the side next 
the river, and defended on the others by two walls 
of stone, with a fosse between them. In the upper 
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part of this, and also in the neighbouring parishes, 
are numerous remains of the dwellings of the abori- 
ginal inhabitants, commonly designated Cuttiau 'r 
Gwyddelod, or the ^Irishmen's Huts:" they are 
either circular or elliptical in form, and generally 
from five to six yards in diameter : several of them 
are grouped together within a quadrangular area, 
inclosed by a single, and in some instances by a 
double, wmI; and they also occur occasionally in 
concentric circles, and when cleared are generally 
found to contain great quantities of ashes. 

LLANMADOCK, a parish, in the union and 
hundred of Swansea, county of GLAMoaaAN, South 
Wales, 15 miles (w.) from Swansea; containing 269 
inhabitants. This parish is situated on WhitforcT har- 
bour, at the mouth of the Burry river ; and is bounded 
on die east by the parish of Cheriton, and on the 
south by that of Llangennith; it comprises 450 
acres, of which the arable and pasture lands are in 
nearly equal portions. The most striking feature on 
its surface is Llanmadock hill, which is generally 
considered as the highest point in the peninsula of 
Gower, and is a well-known landmark to mariners 
off this part of the coast, and the view from which b 
extensive and magnificently grand, comprising the 
whole of the peninsula of Gower, the entire course 
of the Loughor or Burry river from Pont-ar-Ddulas to 
its mouth, the luxuriant woods of Penrice Castle, the 
lofty and precipitous difib that form the eastern side 
of Oxwich bay, with the vast expanse of sea beyond, 
the Devon and Cornish hills in the distance, and the 
coasts of Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire. The 
soil consists of a reddish-brown earth, resting upon 
grravel, with a substratum of limestone ; and the chief 
produce is barley and wheat. The village, call^ 
Troglane, extends about half a mile along the baise 
of the hill : the land in the parish is chiefly inclosed 
and in a good state of cultivation. The place car- 
ries on a considerable trade in coal and limestone, ii^ 
which about thirty vessels, varying in burthen from 
twelve to twenty tons, are employed : in these ves- 
sels the coal is brought from Loughor and Llanelly, 
and the limestone conveyed to the counties of Devon 
and Cornwall. The living is a rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £9, and in the patronage of the 
Crown; present net income, £112. The church, 
dedicated to St. M adoc, the son of Gildas, a saint in 
Gower, was rebuilt in 1748^ and is 50 feet long and 
18 broad. There is. a place of worship for Welsh Cal- 
vinistic Methodists. On Llanmadock hill are traces 
of an ancient encampment, comprising a nearly cir- 
cular area of about four acres, defemled by triple 
ramparts, and commanding the entrance of the Burry 
river. 

LLANMAES,or LLANVAES (LLAN- 
MAES), a parish, in the union of Bridgend and 
CowBRiDGE, hundred of Cowbridge, county of 
Glamorgan, South Wales, 1 mile (n. w.) from 
Lantwit- Major, and 5^ miles (s.) from Cowbridge ; 
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containing 196 inhabitants. This place was an- 
ciently divided into two parts ; one belonged to the 
lordship of Glamorgan, and is called Bedford, from 
Jasper, Duke of Bedford, who was once its pos- 
sessor; the other is called Malefant, from Edmund 
Malefant, who, in the reign of Henry IV., married 
the heiress of the Flemings of St. George's, in this 
county ; but it was long ago purchased by the Her- 
bert family, who bought it of the Vychans of Dun- 
raven, to whom it nad come from the Buttlers 
by marriage, and to them by marriage with the 
Malefants ; the whole is now in the possession of the 
Marquess of Bute, and forms the lordship of Bed- 
ford and Malefant. The parish is situated in a most 
fertile and salubrious part of the Vale of Glamorgan, 
within two miles of the Bristol Channel, which is on 
the south; and is bounded on the north by Llan- 
mihangel and St. Mary Church, on the south-west 
by Lan twit-Major, and on the east by Eglwys- 
Brewis and Flemingston. The lands, which are 
almost entirely inclosed and in a high state of culti- 
vation, are fertile and productive, and comprise by 
computation 967 acres, of which the proportions of 
arable and pasture are nearly equal ; but the arable 
land of one year is usually converted into pasture the 
next, and vice versa. The soil is a stiflF yellow clavj 
resting on a blue lias limestone, and where richly 
manured, produces wheat, barley, and oats in abund- 
ant crops ; the surface, which is almost level, has a 
gentle descent to the sea ; and the environs abound 
with varied and pleasing scenery. The road from 
Cardiff to Lantwit- Major intersects the parish, which 
is watered by a small rivulet that turns a mill, and, 
passing by the churchyard, discharges itself into the 
Bristol Channel, about three miles below it. A hand- 
some mansion, which belonged to the ancient family 
of Nicholls, is now possessed by a younger branch of 
that family. The salubrity of the air is attested by 
several entries in the parish register of the burial 
of persons whose lives had been extended to an 
almost incredibly protracted period : among these, 
the most remarkable are the following, which have 
been extracted verbatim: — "Ivan Yorath buried a 
Saterdaye the XVII day of July anno doni 1621 et 
anno regni regis vicessimo primo annoque setatis 
circa 1 ^ : he was a Sowdiar in the fights of Bos- 
woorthe, and lived at Lantwit Major, and he lived 
much by fishing. John Sherry was buried 8th of 
December 162^ aged 104 years. Thomas Watkia 
sepultus fuit octavo die Martii 162*^ setatis circa 
100. Elizabeth Yorath wife of Edmund Thomas 
was buried the 13th of February, 1668, aged 177." 
The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£10. 2. 3^.; present net income, £294; patron, 
Marquess of Bute: attached to it are seventy-two 
acres of glebe land. The church, dedicated to St 
Cadocus, is an ancient structure, of the style of 
architecture which prevailed in the time of Henry 
VI. ; the present tower was erected in 1632, in lieu 
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of one that stood on the north-side. A Sunday 
school is attended by all the poor children of the 
parish, and is supported by the incumbent, who has 
erected a building for the purpose. Mrs. Susannah 
Thomas, in 1747, bequeathed a rent-chai^e of £1, 
and Mrs. Jane Thomas, in 1761, a charge of one 
bushel of wheat, Cowbridge measure; both which 
charities are annually distributed among the poor to 
the extent of upwards of two bushels, by the present 
owner of the property. Owing to emigpration and 
the removal of many families to the manufacturing 
districts of the north, where better wages are oIh 
tainedy a considerable decrease has taken place in 
the population since the census of 1831. Near the 
church are tlie remains, now inconsiderable, of the 
ancient castellated mansion of the Malefants, which 
is noticed by Leland, in his Itinerary, as belonging 
to the Crown, and at that time in a state of great 
dilapidation. 

LLANMEREWIG (LLAN-YR-EWIG) a 
parish, in the union of Forden, lower division of 
the hundred of Newtown, county of Montgomert, 
North Wales, 4 miles (n.e. by e.) from Newtown; 
containing 167 inhabitants. This place, which is 
said to have been formerly a chapelry within the 
parish of Llanllwchaiarn, is situated in a pleasant 
part of the county, near the river Severn, and is 
intersected by a stream called the Mule, which flows 
through the eastern portion of it : it comprises about 
a thousand acres. I'he surrounding scenery is plea- 
singly diversified ; and the road from Abermute to 
Kerry, along the bank of the Mule, is highly pic- 
turesque; the soil is fertile, and the lands, which 
are all inclosed, are in a good state of cultivation ; 
the rateable annual value being returned at £1140* 
On the Mule are some corn-mills and a flannel-manu- 
factory. The living is a discharged rectory, rated 
in the king's books at £6. 13. 9. ; patron. Bishop of 
St Asaph: the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £132 ; and there is a glebe of 8 acres, 
with a house, valued at £20 per annum. The 
church, dedicated to St Llwchaiarn, is a very small 
ancient edifice, which within the last few years has 
received some costly repairs and additions, under the 
superintendence of Mr. Newnham, Architect A 
slender bell-turret has been erected in the decorated 
English style, with a cross at its eastern gable about 
54 foet from the level of the ground, and at the 
western gable a boss of lily work, around which ap- 
pear the date 1840, and the Greek and Latin titles 
of the Saviour: the new front of the porch is an 
elaborate specimen of the same style when merging 
into the later English, having a trefoiled round arch 
over the entrance, adorned with mouldings, inscrip- 
tions and sculpture; and wickets of corresponding 
style inclose the porch. The interior is rich in simi- 
lar decoration, partly in cast-iron and partly in carved 
oak, the pannelled ceiling having carved bosses, with 
painted foliage in stencil : the chancel window is of 
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stained glass by Evans, of Shrewsbury, and contains 
two shields under canopies, bearing the text *^ Thou 
sbalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve;'' the galleries, erected in 1833 and 1839, 
are plain as to their mouldings, but exceedingly rich 
in spandrils of tracery, bosses, pendants, open arches, 
and running borders, with inscriptions in the church 
text alphabet, and they contain 40 additional sittings, 
the expense having been partly defrayed by a grant 
of £20 from the Incorporated Society : other carved 
work, mingled with castings, appears in the altar, 
pulpit, reading-desk, font, and doors and windows. 
A commodious vestry-room adjoins the north side of 
the chanceL In the parish is a day school, in which 
from 10 to 15 boys are instructed at the expense of 
their parents. In 1792, Mrs. Mary Jacqueri be- 
queathed £100, the interest to be given on Christ- 
mas-day to the oldest and most infirm of the poor; 
but, on a division of this lady's effects, it was found 
that they were inadequate to provide for all her 
I^;acies, and the parish agreed to accept £63, the 
interest of which, £3. 3., is annually distributed ac- 
cordin^r to the intentions of the donor. On the 
summit of a hill above the farm called Giant's bank, 
about half a mile from the road between Welshpool 
and Newtown, are the remains of a Roman camp, 
comprising a quadrilateral area, in which fragments 
of ornamental pottery and part of a spear head have 
been found : from tins camp are seen several of the 
principal mountains in North Wales. A Roman 
road leading from Caer-Sws, through the Vale of 
Severn, to Uie Gaer near Montgomery, and thence 
to Chester and Wroxeter, the ancient Uriconium of 
the Romans, may be traced in the lower part of the 
parish, near the river Severn. 

LLANMIHANGEL (LLAN-VIHANGEL- 
Y-BONT-FAEN), a parish, in the union of Bridg- 
end and CowBRiDOE, hundred of Cowbridge, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 2^ miles 
(s. by w.) from Cowbridge, on the road to Lan twit- 
Major; containing 50 inhabitants. Llanmihangel 
Place, for many generations the seat of the family 
of Thomas, was sold to Sir Humphrey E^win^lord 
mayor of London, some time in the seventeenth 
century ; it was subsequently the residence for sixty 
years of the late John Franklin, Esq., one of the 
Welsh judges, and is now the property of the Earl 
of Dunraven. In the grounds belonging to it is the 
finest collection of evergreens to be met with in this 
part of the principality ; and the yew trees, hollies, 
and cypresses, which are remarkable for the luxu- 
riance of their growth, are perhaps unrivalled by any 
in the country. The living is a rectory not in 
charge; net income, £142, with a gleoe-house; 
patron. Earl of Dunraven. The churcn, dedicated 
to St. Michael, is a small edifice, not characterised 
by any remarkable architectural features. 

LLANMIHANGEL-RH6SYCORN 
(LLAN-VIHANGEL-RHOS-Y-CORN), a pa- 
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rish, in the union of Lampeter, higher division of 
the hundred of Cathinog, county oFCarmarthen, 
South Wales, 12 miles (n. e.) from Carmarthen; 
containing 709 inhabitants. It is situated in the 
northern part of the county, .and comprehends, in 
addition to a considerable portion of mountainous 
and waste land, a large tract of inclosed arable 
and pasture. The surrounding scenery is distin- 
guished by features rather of a bold and striking 
cliaracter than of pleasing and picturesque appear- 
ance ; and the views from the- higher grounos em- 
brace extensive, and in some instances interesting, 
prospects over the adjacent country, which is fine^ 
diversified. Within the parish is Forest, formerly 
the residence of Lady Rudd, who, according to an 
inscription on the building, caused it to be erected 
in the year 1724, under the direction of Richard 
Gwynne, Esq., grandfather of the late Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hughes, of Tregib, near Llandilo-Vawr : it is 
now a rarm-house, with some fine specimens of 
beech still remaining, which formed part of a noble 
grove of those trees, said to have extended to the 
church. The soil, though varying in different parts 
of the parbh, is chiefly of a good quality on the cul- 
tivated lands. A woollen manufacture is carried on 
upon a limited scale, affording employment to a 
Stiall number of persons. The living is annexed 
to the vicarage of Llanllwny : the church is a small 
edifice, undistinguished by any architectural details ; 
and occupies a dreary elevated position, remote from 
all habitations. There is a place of worship for 
Independents. Of the sum of £2. 6. per annum, 
charged on an estate called Pentre, £2 are appro- 
priated to the minister for preaching four sermons 
quarterly, and the remainder is distributed in bread 
to the poor. In the parish is a spring termed Fynnon 
Capel, situated near an ancient yew tree, from which 
circumstance, combined with the evidence afforded by 
its name, it is inferred that there was once a chapel 
at this place. Near the eminence on which the church 
stands is a turbary of considerable extent 

LLANNON (LLAN-NON), a parish, in the 
union of Llanelly, hundred of Carnawllon^ 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 6 miles 
(n. by E.) from Llanelly; containing 1769 inhabit- 
ants. This parish, which derives its name from the 
dedication of its church, is pleasantly situated on 
elevated ground, in the soutn- eastern part of the 
county ; and is bounded on the north by the parishes 
of Llanarthney and Llandarog, on the south by that 
of Llanelly, on the east by that of Llanedy, and has 
those of Kidwelly, Llandeveylc^, and Llangendeirn 
on the west It extends six miles in length from 
north to south, and 4^ in breadth from east to west; 
and comprises by admeasurement, made in the year 
1807, 11,466a. Ir. Idp., of which 2507 are in the 
hamlet of Blaenau, SOU in that of Glyn, 3130 in 
that of Goy tre, and 2000 in that of Ismorlais ; ex- 
clusively of 381 acres, forming part of the Great 
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Mountain, of 350 oonsistina; of the Little Mountain, sheltered on the other by k range of monntaiDS : tbe 

and of a few acres occupied by roads, &c. : 7400 aurroundine »cenery is finely varied, and in manj 

are amble, 3480 meadow and pasture, and 586 wood- parts strikingly picturesque ; and the distant views 

land. The surface is varied, being in some parts embrace numerous objects of interesting cfaarscter 

hilly end mountainous; and the scenery in general and romantic appearance. Bod^roes, tne aniHent 

is similar to that whicli usually characteriaes such seat of the Glynne family, occasionally tbe resi' 

districts. The lands, with the exception of a com- dence of Bishop Glynne, and of his brother Geoffry, 

paratively small portion, consisting of part of the Dean of the Arches, and founder of the free grammar 

Great Mountain, the Little Mountain, and Mynydd school at Bangor, is an elegant mansion, beautifully 

Sylan, are mostly inclosed, and in a good state situated in grounds tastefully laid out, and compre- 

of cultivation; the soil is chiefiy a clayey loam, bending much varied scenery. Fairs are hela on 

and the principal produce, - corn, hay, and butter, for April 12th, and October IBth and 29th. 
the latter of which it is much celebrated ; coal-mines The living is a dischaiged vicarage, with the per- 

are in operation, and the smelting of iron-ore by the petnal curacy of Denio annexed, rated in the king's 

use of anthracite coal has lately been commenced, books at £13, and endowed with £800 royal bounty, 

The district is watered by the rivulets Morlais, and £800 parliamentary grant; present net income, 

Ouitly, and Gwendraeth- Vawr, and contains two £151; patron. Bishop of Bangor: the tithes of 

gentlemen's residences, one of which is ancient ; and Llannor have been commuted for a rent-charge of 

a new residence in the Elizabethan style has been £490. 7. I., of which £430. 7. 1. are payable to the 

commenced at Gelly-wernen. There is here no Bishop, and £00 to the vicar. The churcn, dedicated 

manor, the parish being situated within the lordship to the Holy Cross, is a long ediBce in the later 

of Kidwelly. The great tumpike-road from Swan- style of English architecture, with a small tower at 

sea to Carmarthen intersects the parish, and the the west end, and contains some windows of good 

mail coach through Bristol to Milford passes through design, enriched with tracery. There are places of 

the eastern part of it : the tram-road from the worlcs worsnip for Independents and Calvinisdc Method- 

in the Great Mountain is continued through the pa- ists. A National day school, containin|; about 60 

rish to the port of Llanelly. Fairs, which are in children, is partly supported by subscription, and 

general well attended, are held annually on July 6th partly by small payments from the parents; and 

and December 12th. The living is a perpetual there are four Snnoay schools, in which 140 males 

curacy, endowed with £800 royal bounty, and £1200 and females are taught gratuitously. The produce 

parliamentary grant ; net income, £86; patron and of various charitable donations and bequests has been 

impropriator, Rees Goring Thomas, Esq., whose partly appropriated in building eight cottages, the 

tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of £775, rent of which and the residue are annually distributed 

subject W rates, averaging £75 per annum. The at Christmas, according to the will of the several 

church, dedicated to St. Non, tbe mother of St. benefactors; and a distribution of bread is made 

David, the patron of Wales, was rebuilt in 1841 in weekly to the poor frequenting tbe church, for which 

the early English style, end is 69 feet in length and purpose Mr. John Evans bequeathed £104. Eliza- 

34^ in breadth, and contains 606 sittings, of which beth Jones also left £100, the interest of which, £4, 

826 are free. A National school-house was erected now paid by the proprietor of Bodegroes, is divided 

in 1841; and there are four Sunday schools, con.^ among six of the poorest old men, and six of the 

sisting of about 400 males and females, who arc poorest old women. In a field called Maen Hir, near 

taught gratuitonsly. Robert Williams, in 1761, be- Beudy-mynydd, in the parish, a very curious grave 

queathed £50 to the poor, the interest arising from was recently discovered, containing some remains of 

which is annually distributed among them; but seve- human bones: the body appeared to have been de- 

ral other small benefactions by various individuals posited on the gravel with the feet towards the north, 

are now unavailable. and on each side was a slab of chert-stone, six feet 

LLANNOR, a parish, in the union of Pwll- long, curiously wrought; on these stones, farming 

HELi, chiefly in the hundred of Dihllaes, but the eastern and western sides of tJie grave, are in- 

partly in that of Gaflogion, in the Lleyn division scriptions in rude Roman characters, and above them 

of the county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 2 was a flat stone covered with soil, 
miles (n. w.) from Pwllheli ; containing 1227 inha- LLANOETHIN, an extra-parochial district^ 

bitants. This parish, which is very extensive, is locally in the parish of Llancarvan, hundred of 

sititated in the south-western portion of the connty; Dinas-Powts, county of GiI;ahorgan, South 

and nearly in the centre of the great promontory Wales, 3^ miles 

that separates Cardigan bay Avm tjie bay of Car- taining 29 inbabiti 

narvOn : its rateable annnal value has been returned the left bank of th 

at £3730. The village is beautifully situated near its limits tbe fern 

the junction of two small streams, in a fine and ex- Velin V&cb, whic 

tensive pl^n, open to the sea on the one Mde, and and county rates ; 
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Llancadle, and Llanbythery» are eadi tobject to a 
modus. A chapel formerly existed here. 

LLANPYMPSAINT (LLAN-Y-PUM- 
SAINT)) a parish, in the hundred of Elvet, union 
and county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 7 
miles (n.) from Carmarthen; containing 525 inha- 
bitants. This parish, the name of which signifies 
the church of the five saints, is traversed on the east 
by the turnpike«road leading from Carmarthen to 
Lampeter, and is intersected by the small river 
Guilty, which has its source in the neighbourhood, 
and falls into the river Towy at Aberguilly. It was 
formerly a chapelry in the parish of Aberguilly, from 
which It was separated by act of parliament; and 
comprises a large tract oi land, by far the greater 
part inclosed and in a good state of cultivation. The 
surrounding scenery is pleasingly diversified, but not 
distinguished by any peculiarity of features ; and the 
views of the adjacent country are interesting and ex- 
tensive. The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed 
to that of Llanllawddog, and endowed with £1000 
royal bounty : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £180, payable to the dean and canon» 
ef St George's chapel, Windsor, and subject to rates 
that avenge £3. 10. per annum. About 30 children 
of both sexes are instructed in a day school at the 
expense of their parents ; and there are three Sunday 
schools, one belonging to the ELstablished Churchy and 
the others respectively to Baptists and Methodists, 
and in which more than 200 males and females are 
taught gratuitously, and suppKed with books from a 
fund raised by voluntary contributions* Thomas 
Lloyd, in 17&1, bequeathed a rent-charge of £2, and 
Eli^beth Jones £20 in money, in 1722, the former 
0f which, together with the interest of the latter, is 
annually divided among the poor. There is a water- 
foil at Cwm Cerwyni, near the village of Llanpymp- 
saint, to which some centuries ago invalids repaired 
for cold bathing. 

LLANREITHAN (LLAN-RHIDIAN), a 
parish, in the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of 
Dewisland, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 
4 miles (n. b. by b.) from Solva; containing 182 in- 
habitants* This parish, which derives its name from 
the dedication of its church, is pleasantly situated in 
the north-western part of the county, and comprises 
some fertile tracts of land, inclosed and in a good 
state of cultivation : the return made of the rateable 
annual value of property amounts to £dOO. 3. The 
surrounding scenery, though in general pleasing, 
is not distinguished by any peculiarity from that 
which prevaib generally in this part of the princi- 
pality. The livmg is a perpetual curacy, endowed 
with £600 royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary 
grant; net income, £86; patrons and appropria- 
tors, Subchanter and Vicars Choral of the Cathedral 
Church of St. David's, whose tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £102, subject to rates, 
averaging £1 per annum. 
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LLANRHAIADR-IN-K1NMERCH(LLAN- 
RHAIADR-YN-NGHYMMEIRCH), a parish, 
in the union of Ruthin, partly within the limits of 
the borough of Denbigh, and partly in the hundred 
of IsALED, county of Denbigh, >foRTH Wales, 3 
miles (s. e.) from Denbigh ; containing 2040 inha- 
bitants. This very extensive parish is fourteen miles 
in length, and on an average three in breadth, and 
abounds with limestone, ot which there are several 
quarries in various parts, great quantities being pro- 
cured to be burnt for manure in several kilns here, 
and for building. In the rock immediately under 
Cader yr Arglwyddes, an eminence about a quarter 
of a mile to the west of the church, large masses of 
silex are discovered imbedded in the limestone, which, 
when broken, are found to contain agate, jasper, 
crystallized sulphate of lime, and chalcedony : the 
agate and the chalcedony are very pure, and exceed- 
ingly beautiful. From the summit of this eminence, 
the name of which signifies ^^ the Peeress' Chair,*' 
a most extensive and richly varied prospect is ob- 
tained, comprehending the whole Vale of Clwyd 
between Denbigh and Ruthin, diversified with woods, 
meadows, and corn-fields ; and a fine view of Denbigh 
Castle, of which the walls and towers are seen to 
great advantage. Several attempts have been made 
to obtain copper-ore, but it has not been found in 
suiBcient quantity to remunerate the adventurers. 
The rateable annual value of the parish has been re- 
turned at£lO,8d9C The village is pleasantly situated 
on the turnpike-road from Ruthin to Denbigh ; and 
eourts leet and baron, with view of frankpledge, are 
held at Easter and Michaelmas by the steward of 
the Bishop of Bangor, for his lordship's manors of 
Llech ana Llan, whi^ are in the parish : a fair 
takes place on October I7th. 

The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £28. 13. 4., and in the gift of the Bishop of Ban- 
gor ; and there is also a sinecure rectory, rated at 
£30, which was annexed to the bishopric by act of 

Parliament in the reign of James II : the tithes have 
een commuted for a rent-charge of £1530, equally, 
divided between the bishop as rector, and the vicar, 
but subject to rates, averaging £37. 10. per annum; 
and the incumbent has in addition a glebe of 17 
acres, and a glebe-house. The church, dedicated to 
St. Dyvnog, is chiefly remarkable for its lofty east 
window of five lights, a fine composition in the deco- 
rated style of English architecture, and embellished 
with a beautiful specimen of stained glass ; the sub- 
ject is the Root of Jesse, and occupies the three 
central compartments of the window, on each side of 
which are some of the most distinguished patriarchs 
of the Old Testament, and underneath is the date 
M.CCCCCXXXUI. There are some neat monu- 
ments, among which is a handsome eflSgy of Maurioet 
Jones, Esq., m white marble, in a kneeling posture, 
under a canopy supported by weeping figures. In the 
churchyard are tne tombs of Captains Wynne and 
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Salusbury, who were both killed during the sieee of 
Denbigh castle, in 1646. A day school, containing 
50 children, is partly supported by a salary of £7. 2. 
per annum, secured on the turnpike trust, for the 
education of 14 children, the rest being paid for by 
their parents ; and about 25 children are instructed 
in another day school at the expense of their parents. 
There are also five Sunday schools, one of which, 
attended by about 65 males and females, is main- 
tained by the rector and vicar ; three others, held in 
chapels, and consisting of about 650, are supported 
by their respective congregations ; and the fiftii, of 
70, appertains to Independents, by whom it is 
managed. 

Jane, widow of Maurice Jones, Esq., and daughter 
of Sir Walter Bagot, was a great benefactress to this 
parish, and her gifts to the poor were various, and of 
considerable amount A memorial in the church, in 
the Welsh language, records her donations in her 
lifetime, in 1729, of a set of communion plate to the 
value of £60, a cloth for the communion table, three 
common prayer books, and a Bible in folio ; and fur- 
ther states these to be among numerous other dona- 
tions, and refers to her erection of almshouses for 
the maintenance of eight poor persons of the parish 
for ever. These almshouses are now known as Llan- 
rhaiadr Hospital, over the archway of which, on the 
west side, is an inscription to the effect that the 
erection and endowment took place in 1722: the 
present inmates are four men and four women, most 
of them upwards of eighty, and two of them ninety 
years of age ; and each of whom is allowed £8 per 
annum, with an additional pound at Christmas, and 
at allotted periods is presented with articles of cloth- 
ing, besides which £16 yearly are expended for the 
whole number in providing coal. The houses, which 
have all small gardens attached, were thoroughly 
repaired and greatly improved by William, Lord 
Bagot, grand-nephew of the foundress, in 1829 : 
the sum originally appropriated to the foundation 
was £2300, subsequently increased by smaller sums, 
and the management of the fund was vested in 
trustees, who were directed to pay large donations of 
Mrs. Jones to ten other parishes. Another bene- 
factress of this place, was Mrs. Ann Jones, who, in 
1823, bequeathed £200, now vested in the three 
per cent, annuities, the interest to be distributed 
among the poor for ever ; and various other charit- 
able gifts, producing in the whole upwards of £70 
per annum, are dispensed to the most necessitous 
parishioners, chiefly by the vicar and churchwardens 
at stated periods of the year. The annual stipend 
to the schoolmaster, already mentioned, is derived 
from donations amounting to £142, made, among 
others, by Robert Jones, the Rev. Robert Roberts, 
and Dr. Wynne. Near the church are the remains 
of an ancient bath, called Fynnon St Dyvnog, 
which was formerly supposed to operate miraculous 
cures, and was much resorted to by patients, whose 
H 



votive offerings were partly employed in decorating 
the east window of the church. The water, rising in 
great force from under the limestone rock, was long 
thought to be a remarkably copious spring ; bot U 
has smce been ascertained to be a stream, which rises 
in the hilly part of the parish, in the township of 
Prion : the two branches of the stream, after flowing 
for nearly half a mile, sink into the rock, and pur- 
sue a subterraneous course for two miles, emerging 
at this spot. 

LLANRHAIADR-YN-MOCHNANT 
(LLAN-RHAIADR-YN-MOCHNANT), 
a parish, composed of a Lower division, in the 
Cynlleth and Mochnant division of the hundred 
of Chirk, county of Denbigh, and an Upper por- 
tion, in the upper division of the hundred of Llan- 
vYLLiN, union of Llanvyllin, county of Mont- 
gomery, North Wales, 12 miles (w. by s.) from 
Oswestry; and containing 2621 inhabitants, of whom 
1609 are in Denbighshire, and 1012 in Montgo- 
meryshire. The parish comprises an extent of about 
eight thousand acres, whereof four thousand six hun- 
dred are in the Lower, and three thousand four hun- 
dred in the Upper, division ; and is intersected by 
the river Moch, in English signifying *^ Rapid, 
which here separates the counties of Denbigh and 
Montgomery, in the former of which, at the dis- 
tance of four miles from the village, it forms the 
much admired waterfall called Pistyll Rhaiadr, ren- 
dering this place, especially during the summer 
months, the resort or numerous visiters on their 
route through this part of North Wales. The per- 
pendicular height of this fell is two hundred and 
forty feet ; but the scenery in tEe immediate vici- 
nity of the cataract is so crowded and overshadowed 
with the growth of recent plantations of firs and 
other evergreens, as to diminish the effect of this 
otherwise strikingly grand and picturesque scene. 
The river, flowing through a narrow valley which 
terminates in a precipitous and bold declivity of the 
Berwyn mountains, after gliding over a shelving 
rocky projection for a short distance, precipitates 
itself with great impetuosity down a perpenaicular 
descent of more than one hundred and fifty feet, 
and, being interrupted in its fall by a proiecting 
mass of rock, through which it has worn a cnannel, 
forms a second fall beneath a lofty arch to the base 
of the mountain : the road leading from the village 
to this cataract has been greatly improved. The 
river pursues its course from Pistyll Rhaiadr through 
the village into the Tanat, a larger stream, descend- 
ing from the hills above Pennant, and flowing 
through an extensive valley commencing at Llangy- 
nog, and continued through the parish to Pen-y-Bont, 
below Llangedwin : in this parish the Tanat is also 
joined by another tributary, called the Twrch. The 
vale of Tanat, through which is an excellent tum- 

i ike-road from Oswestry and Shrewsbury, through 
ilangynog to Bala, is remarkable for the fertility of 
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its soil, and the beauty and variety of its scenery, 
and 18 much admired by tourists, as affording a sue- 
c^ession of interesting features. The lands Dorder- 
ing upon the Tanat are subject to inundation, but 
the rest of the parish, which has every where an un- 
even sur&ce, is chiefly elevated : the soil is various, 
but for the most part gravelly; and the rateable an- 
nual value of the whole parish is returned at £8516, 
of which £5226 are for the Denbighshire, and £3290 
for the Montgomeryshire, portion. The manuiac- 
ture of woollen cloth is carried on to a small extent, 
and several of the inhabitants are emploved in the 
making of shoes* A small market is held under a 
building which is called ** the town hall ;'' and fieurs 
take pbce annuallv on the first Friday in March, 
May 5th, July 24tn, September 28th, and Novem- 
ber dth. 

The living is a vicarage, rated in the king*s books 
at £9. 3. 4^ ; present net income, £520, with a glebe- 
bouse ; patron. Bishop of St. Asaph. The sinecure 
rectory, rated in the king's books at £18. 16. 0^., 
was appropriated by act of parliament of the 29th 
and dOth of Charles II., on the death of the rector, 
the celebrated Dr. South, to the maintenance of the 
choir, and the repairs of the cathedral church, of St 
Asaph. The titnes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £1392. 6. 6. of which a sum of £98*2. 6. 6. 
is payable to* the Dean and Chapter of St. Asaph, 
witn a glebe of seven acres; £398 to the vicar, who 
has also a glebe of seven and a half acres; and £J2 
to the parish clerk. The church, dedicated to St 
Docwan, and situated in that portion of the parish 
which is in the county of Denbigh, is an ancient and 
spacious structure, but not distinguished by any par- 
ticular architectural features. Uanarmon-Mvnydd- 
Mawr, formerly an integral part of this parish, has 
been separated from it, and now forms a distinct 
parish ; and the neighbouring churches of Llancad- 
waladr, Llangedwin, and Llanwddyn, were origin- 
ally also dependent chapels on the mother church of 
Llanrhaiadr, from whicn they are respectively dis- 
tant nine, four, and eight miles. There are places 
of worship in the village for Independents, and for 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. The charity 
estates belonging to the poor, arising from lands 
and interest of monies, amount to £110. 0. 6. per 
annum, which by a decree of chancery procural a 
few years ago, was ordered to be ezpenaed by five 
trustees, then named, as follows; £16. 0. 6. to be 
distributed among the poor, on £kister-eve and St 
Thomas's-day ; £74 tow^eurds placing out q)prentice8 
and clothing them ; and £20 to a schoolmaster for 
teaching 30 children reading, writing, and arithmetic: 
this school is kept in the town hall ; and numerous 
Sunday schools are spread over different parts of 
the parish. Dr. Morgan, author of the first trans- 
lation of the Bible into the Welsh language, in 
1588, for which he was rewarded by Queen ^Eliza- 
beth with the bishopric of Llandaf, from which see 
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he was translated to that of St Asaph, in 1601, was 
at one period vicar ; and Dr. William Worthington, 
Prebenaary of York and of St Asaph, and several 
other eminent divines, have also held the benefice. 

LLANRHIDIAN, 6r LLANRIDIAN 
(LLAN-RHIDIAN), a parish, in the union and 
hundre<l of Swansea, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, Jl miles (w. by n.) from Swansea; con- 
sisting of a Higher and Lower division, and con- 
taining 2039 inhabitants, of whom 1557 are in the 
Higher, and 482 in the I^wer, division. This 
parish, which is situated in the peninsula of Gower, 
contains coal and iron-ore, but of these minerals no 
strata are at present worked within the limits. The 
village is pleasantly situated on the south bank of 
the river Burry, immediately opposite to the town 
of Llanelly, in the county of Carmarthen. The 
manufocture of woollen cloth is carried on, though 
upon a very confined scale, employing no more than 
from six to eight persons. At the village of Pen- 
clawdd, in the Higher division^ of the parish, were 
formerly extensive copper-works belonging to the 
Cheadle Copper Company ; but they are now neg* 
lected, that company possessing numerous others in 
more convenient situations, and are going to ruin. 
A canal, called the Penclawdd canal, in connexion 
with which are some short railroads, opens a com- 
munication between the coal districts of Swansea, 
Loughor, and Llangyvelach, and joins the Burry 
river at Aberkeddy, in this parish. A &ir is held 
on Palm- Monday. The living is a discharged vicar* 
age, rated in the king's books at £12. 13. 4., en- 
dowed with £400 royal bounty, and £1600 parlia- 
mentary grant, and in the patronage of the Trustees 
of G. Morgan, Esq.; present net income, £99. 
The church is dedicated to St lUtyd. In the 
Higher division of the parish is a chapel of ease, 
in which divine service is performed every Sunday 
by a curate, who also solemnizes marriages, chris- 
tenings, and burials at the chapel, which is four 
miles distant from the parochial church. In this 
division also are places of worship for Baptists, a 
congregation in the late Countess of Huntingdon's 
Connexion, and Independents; and in the Lower 
division, another belonging to the Countess' Con- 
nexion. In the Higher portion are a day school, in 
which 20 children are instructed at the expense of 
their parents; a Sunday school held in the chapel 
of ease under the superintendence of respectable in- 
habitants of the division; and three other Sunday 
schools, consisting of 160 males and females, who are 
taught gratuitously. In the Lower are a day school 
of 65 children of both sexes, supported by volun- 
tary contributions; and a Sunday school, m which 
120 males and females receive gratuitous instruction. 
National schools are also about to be erected. 

Within a quarter of a mile of the river, and near 
the western extremity of the parish, are the ruins of 
Weobley Castle, occupying an eminence 'command- 
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ing the navigable river Burry, and affording an ex- 
tensive view of the adjacent country ; it appears to 
have been anciently of great strength and extent, 
having formed the head of a considerable manor, and 
formerly belonged to Lord Mansel: part of it has 
been converted into a farm-house. On Manselfold 
£arm is a strong intrenchment in a very perfect state, 
which appears to have been thrown up to defend the 
passage of two valleys leading up to the castle. 
Several other intrenchments are visible within the 
parish, but by whom they were constructed is not 
known : one of these occupies the summit of a lofty 
hill just above the village, and is supposed to have 
been thrown up by Ivor ab Cadivor, a chieftain of 
Morganwg, about the year 1110, during his wars 
with the English, from which circumstance it has 
obtained the name of Cil Ivor, or *' Ivor's Retreat." 
On the summit of Cevn-y-Bryn is a large cromlech, 
called Arthur's Stone, a vestige of Druidical anti- 
quity, which Camden and other writers describe as 
being composed of a different species of stone from 
any found in this part of the country : this, however, 
appears to be erroneous, as it is the common pudding- 
stone, or millstone grit, of the country ; and, within 
the recollection of persons still living, a huge frag- 
ment, which had been broken off wiui great labour, 
by means of wedges, and intended for a millstone, 
was found totally unfit for that purpose, from the 
cavities left in the sur£eu;e by the falling out of the 
pebbles of which it consisted. The principal, or 
covering stone, is eleven feet in length and six feet 
and a half in its greatest breadth : it rests on twelve 
supporters, for fixing which the earth appears to 
have been excavated, and by the side of the cromlech 
lies the mass above noticed. A supposed miraculous 
well beneath this monument, which was said to ebb 
and flow with the sea, appears to be nothing more 
than a collection of water, after heavy rains, in the 
cavity formed for the insertion of tne supporters, 
whicn fluctuates according to the weather, and which, 
as attested by intelligent persons residing near the 
spot, is frequently dry in hot summers. This crom- 
lech is thought to be alluded to in the historical 
triads of Wales, as one of the three Herculean 
labours. There are several mineral springs in the 
parish, to which medicinal properties are ascribed : 
of these, the most celebrated is Holy Well, on Cevn- 
y-Br^n mountain, to which, in former times, mira- 
t^ulous efficacy was attributed : it was generally fre- 
quented on Sunday evenings during the summer 
season, by numbers of persons, who c^ank tlie water, 
and according to an ancient custom, threw in a pin 
as a tribute of their gratitude. On Llanrhidian salt- 
marsh a spring has been discovered within the last 
twenty years, strongly impregnated with iron, and per- 
haps also with sulphur, and of a fetid smell, to which 
the inhabitants have given the name of the Stinking 
Well ; it instantly discolours silver, and is considered 
to possess very powerful medicinal efficacy. 
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LLANRH6S, or LLANVAIR-YN.RH6s, 

county of Carnarvon, North Wales. — See Eg- 
lwys-Rhos 

LLANRHODD (LLAN-RHtDD), a parish, 
in the union, partly within the borough, and partly 
in the hundred, of Ruthin, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales, 1 mile (e.) from Ruthin ; contahH 
ing 840 inhabitants, of whom 162 are witheiit tke 
limits of the borough. The village is pleasantly 
situated in the fertile Vale of Clwyt^ and the neigh- 
bourhood abounds with pleasing and finely varied 
scenery, the eastern part of the parish mcluding 
some of the Clwydian nills : Bathavarn Park, in the 

Earish, is a fine mansion in the Grecian style ; and 
ilanrhudd House, an ancient dwelling-place. There 
is a mill, where agricultural implements are manu- 
factured. That portion of the parish called the 
township of Llanrhudd Isav is comprised within the 
limits of the contributory borough of Ruthin : the 
rateable annual value of the whole parish has been 
returned at £2456. The rectories of Llanrhudd and 
Ruthin were appropriated, in 1590, by Dr. Gabriel 
Goodman, Dean of Westminster, to the endowment 
of Christ's Hospital, in Ruthin, and are now held by 
the warden and pensioners of that institution : the 
warden appoints a curate for each of the parishes, but 
is occasionally required to perform duty at each of the 
churches himself: the wardenship is iti the patron- 
age of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster. The 
composition for the tithes of the parish is included in 
that returned for Ruthin. The church, dedicated to 
St. Meugan, is a small ancient edifice, in the later 
English style, forming a picturesque object in the 
vale, and is 66 feet long and 24 broad; the pews 
will hold about 170 persons, and in the gallery are 
50 free seats, besides 40 others in the body of the 
edifice, which contains an ancient monument to the 
memory of John Thelwall, Esq., and his wife Jane, 
whose e£5gies are represented in a kneeling posture, 
with ten of their sons and four daughters. In a niche 
near this monument is a well-executed bust of Am- 
brose, their ninth son, steward to Lord Verulam, 
LfOrd High Chancellor of Elngland, and afterwards 
Yeoman of the robes to James I. and Charles, Prince 
of Wales : he died on August 5th, 1653, aged eighty- 
two years. There is a place of worship for Cal- 
vinistic Meibodists, who have a Sunday school in 
their meeting-house ; and another is connected with 
the Established Church; the poor children of the 
parish are also admissible to the National school, and 
those within the borough to the grammar school, of 
Ruthin. Almshouses for 12 men and women of this 
and adjoining places, have lately been erected, in a 
tasteful and elegant style, at the sole expense of 
Joseph Ablett, Esq., of Llanbedr Hall, near Ruthin. 
Mrs. Dorothy Myddelton bequeathed £*20 ; Mr. 
Parry, in 1714, £20, and Mr. Jones £20; which 
sums, with other benefiictions, amounting to about 
£105, have been invested in the funds of the Lhm- 
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degia mod Mold torapike trusts, and the interest, 
together with a rent-cbarfi;e of £8, left by Mr# 
Edward Griffith, is annually distributed amoDff the 
poor. A chalybeate spring, dedicated to St. Feter, 
was formerly in high repute for the supposed mira- 
culous medicinal efficacy of its waters, but is at pre- 
sent neglected : it is strongly impregnated with some 
mineral, and, if due care were taken to prevent its 
admixture with other waters, it might still be found 
highly beneficial. 

LLANRHWYDRUS (LLAN-RHWYD- 
RYS,) a parish, in the hundred of TJLlybolion, 
union and county of Anglesey, North Wales, 
6 miles (n. w.) from Llanerchymedd ; containing 
158 inhabitants. This parish -is situated at thenortliH 
western extremity of the Isle of Anglesey, on a 
headland projecting into the Irish Sea, on the north, 
and forming on toe east the boundary of Cemlyn 
bay. It derives its name from the dedication of its 
diureh to St Rhwydrus, by whom it was originally 
founded in the sixth century, and contains a large 
portion of inclosed and well-oultivated land. The 
surrounding scenery is strikingly diversified, and in 
some parts highly picturesque ; and the views along 
the coast and over the adjacent country are interest- 
ing and extensive. About two miles north-west- 
ward from the main land is Ynys y Moelrhoniaid, 
or the ^^ Isle of Seals,'' commonly called Skerries, a 
long island composed entirely of craggy pointed 
rocKS, in which are great numbers of rabbits, and 
which, during the breeding season, is the resort of 
puffins and razor-bills. A lighthouse, exhibiting 
a steady light, was erected on the highest point <^ 
the island, in 1783, by the Corporation of the Tri- 
nity House, to facilitate the navigation of this part of 
the channel, and for the preservation of the numerous 
vessels employed in the trade between Liverpool 
and Dublin : it has been of material use in the pre- 
servation of life and property, but the want of a 
superior elevation to render it visible at a greater 
distance has much tended to diminish the benefits 
It might otherwise have afforded. A more eligible 
situation might be found on the main land, at a 

Eoint called Cader Rhwydrus, where the light would 
ave an elevation of nearly a hundred feet above 
that which it has in its present situadon. The 
Isle of Skerries anciently belonged te the monks 
of Bangor, and was the principal fishery appertain- 
ing to that see, the prelates c^ which, by neglect, 
having suffered it to be usurped by the famuy of 
Griffith, of Penrhyn, Bishop Dean, in 1498, exerted 
himself for its recovery, and, after a considerable 
struggle, succeeded in procuring its restoration to 
the see. The living is annexed to the rectory of 
Llanrhyddlad ; and the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £156. 8., subject to rates, averag- 
ing £5. 7. per annum. The diurch is a small an- 
cient edifice, situated nearly in the centre of the 
headland projecting into the sea, near the «ipall 
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island called the West Mouse. There are places of 
worship for Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists ; 
and a Sunday school, attended by from 70 to 80 
males and females, is supported by voluntary contri- 
butions. John Hughes, in 1778, bequeathed £50 
to the poor; but his widow having died in indigent 
circumstances, nothing has been received by the 
parish from this donation. 

LLANRHYCHWYN (LLAN-RHYCH- 
WYN), a parish, in the union of Llanrwst, Uch- 
gorvai division of the hundred of Nantconway, 
county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 1^ mile 
(w. by N.) from Llanrwst; containing 551 inhabit- 
ants. This parish, which is exceedingly mountain- 
ous, contains an abundance of pyrites, worked by a 
company from Liverpool, who ship the produce at 
the adjoining quay of Trevriw, on tne river Conway, 
which forms the eastern boundary of the parish, and 
is navigable from its mouth below the town of Aber- 
conway to Trfevriw; There are also three extensive 
slate quarries within its limits, at the distance of 
about one mile and a half from die shipping-place, in 
which upwards of one hundred persons are employed : 
lead-ore has likewise been obtained here, and some 
small veins are now being worked. Numerous 
varieties of quartz crystals are found, some of them 
of a beautiful amethystine colour, and of considerable 
value. The rateable annual value of the parish has 
been returned at £1528. 16. 6. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the 
rectory of Trevriw; and the tithes of this parish 
and that of Trevriw, have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £200. The church, dedicated to 
St. Rhychwyn, is situated among barren mountains, 
at a considerable distance from any houses, and, 
from the rudeness of its architecture, appears to be 
of great antiquity : it is vulgarly observed of this 
simple structure, that it was erected prior to the 
invention of the saw and plane, since no indication 
of the use of these instruments can be discovered in 
any part of the edifice : in the east window are the 
remains of some handsome stained glass, with a muti- 
lated date, which seems to have been MCCCCXXII. 
Near Capel Curig, at the extremity of the parish, b 
a place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists, who 
have also four Sunday schools in different parts, 
and the Independents three ; in these schools about 
185 males and 170 females are instructed gratui- 
tously. Two trifling bequests, producing about IQs. 
per annum, are distributed among the poor at Christ- 
mas. Taliesin, the celebrated British bard, who 
flourished about the middle of the sixth century, is 
stated to have resided in the parish, near a small 
lake, or pool, called Geirionydd. 

LLANRHYDDLAD (LLAN-RHCDD- 
LAD), a parish, in : the hundred of TIlybolion, 
union and county of Anglbbet, North Wales, 
8 miles (n. w. by w..) from Llanerchymedd; con- 
taining 725 inhabitants* This parish, which is of 
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small extent, is situated on the shore of the Irish 
Sea, which washes the western side of it : the surface 
is boldly varied, and the views from the higher 
grounds are extensive, embracing an interesting 
prospect over the sea and the adjacent country, 
which abounds with pleasing, and in some parts with 
picturesque, scenery. The village, called Rhydwyn, 
which is small, is situated about a mile from the loot 
of Moel Rhyddlad, one of the highest mountains in 
the island, and for that reason selected by Colonel 
Mudge as one of his principal stations in making the 
trigonometrical survey of North Wales. Consider- 
able quantities of manganese, and some copper-ore, 
it is said, have been found upon this mountain ; but 
no mines have been opened. Sulphur-ore has lately 
been discovered upon a farm called Cevn-du-bach, 
about a mile east of the Moel : the mine is not how- 
ever worked upon an extensive scale, and the quan- 
tity of ore raised has as yet been inconsiderable. 

The living is a discharged rectory, with Llan- 
vlewin and LJanrhwydrus annexed, rated in the king's 
books at £14. 11.8.; present net income £530, with 
a glebe-house; patron. Bishop of Bangor. The 
tithes of the ancient parish of Llandogvael are re- 
ceived alternately by the rectors of this place and 
Llanvechell. Tne church, dedicated to St. Rhydd- 
lad, is a small edifice, not distinguished by any 
architectural features of importance. There are 
places of worship for Calvmistic and Wesleyan 
Methodists. A National day school, cqpimenced in 
1826, and containing about 50 children of both sexes, 
is supported by subscription, amounting to £15 an- 
nually, paid as a salary to the master ; and there are 
two Sunday schools, appertaining respectively to 
Calvinistic Methodists and Baptists, in which are 
about 210 males and females. The interest of several 
charitable donations and bequests, two of which are 
small portions of land, is annually distributed among 
the poor at Christmas. The principal of these are a 
bequest by William Lloyd, more than a century 
since, with which a piece of land near the church of 
Llanvair-Ynghornwy was purchased, which was ex- 
changed in 1821, under the provisions of the act of 
the 55th and 56th of George III., for other lands with 
two cottages, containing in the whole 10 acres, and 
worth £l 1 per annum. Another is a charge of 
£4. 4. on property in the parish of Bodedern, arising 
from a bequest of Edmund Griffith ; and there are 
also numerous small rent-charges, producing about 
ISs, 6d, The church lands consist of several parcels, 
amounting in the whole to about 30| acres, and 
yielding a rent of £17. 16. 6. Sir William Wil- 
liams. Speaker of the House of Commons in the 
reign of Charles II., was born in this parish, of which 
his father. Dr. Hugh Williams, founder of the fami- 
lies of Wynnstay, Bodelwyddan, and Penbedwr, was 
rector from 1633 till 1670. 

LLANRHtSTID (LLAN-RHtSTYD), a 
parish, in the union of Abertstwith, lower divi- 
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sion of the hundred of Ilar, county of Cardigan, 
South Wales, 9 miles (s. by w.) from Aberyst- 
with, on the road to Cardigan ; comprising the town- 
ships of Llanrh^stid-Hamminiog and Llanrh^dd- 
Mevennydd, and containing 1608 inhabitants. This 

Elace, though at present of little importance, has 
een distinguished in history from a remote period 
of antiquity. In 987 its church was demolished by 
the Danes, in one of their descents upon South 
Wales. The castle of Llanrh^tid, called also Di- 
ner th Castle, was, in 1080, at which period it be- 
longed to lestyn ab Gwrgan, Prince of Glamorgan, 
sacked by Rhys, Prince of South Wales: it was 
destroyed in 1135, by Owain Gwynedd and his 
brother, aided by Hywel ab Meredyad and Rh^ ab 
Madog ab Ednerth. Having been re-erected, it 
was besieged and taken, in 1 150, with several other 
fortresses, by Cadell, Meredydd, and Rhys, the sons 
of Grufydd ab Rh^s, Prince of South Wales, who, 
enraged at the spirited resistance of its defenders, 
whereby they lost some of their bravest trooM, put 
the garrison to the sword. It was fortified by Roger, 
Earlof Clare, in 1158, and, about the close of the 
same century, was besieged and taken by Mael^wyn 
ab Rh^s, who slew the garrison left to defend it by 
his brother Grufydd, and in 1204 rased it, with 
several others, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of Llewelyn ab lorwerth. 

The parish is situated on the shore of Cardigan 
bay, and bounded on the north by the parish of 
Llanddeiniol, on the south by that of Llansantfraid, 
on the east by Llangwyryvon, and on the west by 
the sea ; and comprisei by admeasurement 8650 acres, 
of which 2250 are arable, 600 meadow, 5200 pas- 
ture, 400 uninclosed common, and 200 woodland. 
The surface, which is ornamented with the stream 
of the Gwyre and several other rivulets, and inter- 
spersed with oak and ash and some recent plantations 
of larch, is marked by moderate elevations in several 
parts ; but in the vicmity of the sea there are some 
fine level tracts : the lands are in general well culti- 
vated, and the chief produce is wheat, barley, and 
oats. The seat of the ancient family of Lloyd is 
situated here, and is now occupied by one of the 
name of Philipps. The present village is situated 
near the influx of the Gwyre into the Bay of Cardi- 

fan, and consists only of a few cottages, indifferently 
uilt Fairs are held on the Thursday before Easter, 
November 12th (a hiring fair for servants), and the 
Thursday before Christmas; and at Lluest Newydd 
others take place on Sept 23rd, Oct 8th, and the 
second Friday after the 10th of the same month. The 
living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the king's 
books at £6. 13. 4.; patron. Bishop of St Davids: 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£620, of which, a sum of £450 is payable to the 
precentor and cluster of St David's, and one of 
£170 to the vicar. The church, dedicated to St 
Rhyst}'d, occupies an elevated situation above the 
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vilb^e^ and is of considerable antiquity. There are 
places of worship for Baptists and Ualvinistic dis- 
senterSi About 1 10 children are taught in two day 
schools, at the expense of their parents ; and there 
are five Sunday schools, conducted by g^tuitous 
teachers, in one of which are about 200 males and 
females, who attend the Established Church; the 
others appertain to dissenters, and afford instruction 
to about 200. Leland mentions the remains of a 
large edifice here, which some suppose to have been 
a nunnery; but there are now no vestiges of it, 
nor any authentic account of such an estaolishment 
having existed here. 

LLANRIAN (LAN-RHIAN) a parish, in 
the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of Dew- 
island, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 5 
miles (n. e.) from St. David's ; containine^ 912 in- 
habitants. This parish is situated near the north- 
western extremity of the county, and on the coast of 
St George's Channel, by which it is bounded on 
the west and north ; the surrounding scenery is 
pleasing, and the views over the channel and the 
adjacent country are interesting and extensive : the 
rateable annual value of the property is returned at * 
£1802. 14. 3^, It constitutes a prebend in the 
cathedral church of St. David's, rated in the king's 
books at £19. 9. 7., and annexed to the archdea- 
conry of Carmarthen. The living is a discharged 
vicarage, rated in the king's bo^ at £6. 11. d.; 
and endowed with £200 royal bounty, and £600 
parliamentary grant; present net income, £105; 
patron, Bishop of St. David's. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Rheanus, is not remarkable for any 
architectural details of importance. There are places 
of worship for Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists. 
About 60 children are taught in two day schools 
at the expense of their parents ; and there are three 
Sunday schools, conducted gratuitously, in one of 
which are 70 males and females, who attend the 
Established Church ; the others appertain respec- 
tively to Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists, and 
afford instruction to about 100. Near the church 
are some Druidical remains, consisting; of many large 
stones, most of which are now broken : they were 
formerly erect, and, in their arrangement and gene- 
ral appearance, formed in miniature, according to 
Mr. Fenton, a tolerably correct representation of 
Stonehenge. 

LLANROG, or LLANVIHANGEL-YN- 
ROG, a parish, in the hundred of Isoorvai, union 
and county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 8^ miles 
(e.) from Carnarvon, on the new line of road to Capel 
Curig; containing 1759 inhabitants. This parish is 
separated from that of Llandeiniolen by the river 
Seiont, which forms its northern boundary ; and has 
the parish of Llanberis on the east and south, and 
that of Llanbeblig on the west and south, with Car- 
narvon on the west It is traversed by the road from 
Carnarvon to Llanberis; and comprises 4105 acres, 
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of whidi 2067 are arable, and 50 wood : the land is 
stony and mountainous ; and some of the elevations, 
especially that on which the church is built, command 
extensive prospects of the sea and the country ad- 
jacent, embracing the Snowdon range of mountains 
on the east, and the bay of Carnarvon on the west; 
in certain states of the atmosphere even the Irish 
hills being distinctly visible. The soil is gravelly, 
and the produce consists chiefly of barley, oats, and 
potatoes; the land is for the greater part inclosed 
and in a state of good cultivation ; and the waste was 
inclosed by an act of parliament obtained about the 
year 1809. The farms are small, the largest seldom 
comprehending more than 100 acres, and such of 
the inhabitants as are not engag^ed in agriculture, are 
employed in the quarries and in the neighbouring 
mines : of the rateable annual value of me parish, 
the return amounts to £2690. 7. There are several 
good mansions in detached situations, inhabited by 
opulent families, among which are the beautiful 
small villa of Glangwnna, deeply embosomed in 
woods on the sloping l)ank of the nver Seiont; Pllis 
Tirion, Pantavon, Llwynybrain, Havod, Br^nbras 
Castle, TJ^'n.y-Coed, and T^ Gwyn. 

The parish contains the village of Cwm-y-Glo; and 
many of the inhabitants were formerly occupied in 
working the quarries, which abound with slate of a 
reddish hue, or of a brown colour, of a very durable 
substance, and not apt to open or crack when ex« 
posed to the weather; but the number of persons 
thus engaged lias latterly been much dinunished. 
There are quarries both on the mountiun called Cevn 
Du, and on a farm named Glyn Rhonwy, in this 
parish, in which about 60 men are employed ; the 
slates were once brought down the Llanberis lakes 
in boats, and thence conveyed by carts to Carnarvon ; 
but since a new line of road has been formed, they 
have been brought by carts the whole of the way. 
There are indications of copper-ore on Caer Cwm- 
y-Glo, and also on a mountainous rocky farm termed 
Llwynooed : some small veins have oeen actually 
laid open ; and in a rock near the lake, dose to the 
new road, and on the same farm, a vein of asbestos, 
or amianthus, has been found. At a short distance 
higher up, and near the boundary of the farms 
Llwyncoed and Glyn Rhonwy, is a vein of white 
soapy clay, resembling fullers' earth, which dips 
into the lake, and may be taken up from a boat 
Numerous curious specimens of fossils, minerals, and 
crystals, are to be obtained in the nu>untainous dis- 
trict of the parish. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £5. 12. 6.; patron. Bishop of Bangor: uie tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £200. 
The church, dedicated to St. Michael, is a small 
though venerable cruciform structure, in the later 
Engush style, without tower or steeple, but hav- 
ing at the west end a pointed arch, rising above 
the roof, and surmounted by a small cross, under 
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which a bell is suspended. It is 62 feet long, and 
27 broad, and nearly all the sittings are free ; from 
its elevated situation it is seen from a great distance 
in every direction, and it has been rendered more 
conspicuous by being whitewashed all over, not even 
excepting the roof. There are four places of wor- 
ship for Calvinistic, and one for Wesleyan, Method- 
ists; and a dwelling-house has been recently con- 
verted to the use of a congregation of Presbyte- 
rians. A National school was established in 18B4 by 
subscription, aided by a grant of £15 from the Na- 
tional Society; the average number of scholars is 
about .100. The Calvinistic Methodists have four 
Sunday schools, conducted gratuitously, in- which 
480 males and females are instructed. Mr, John 
Morris, in 1710, bequeathed land for apprenticing 
poor boys of this parish and the town of Car- 
narvon, containing in the whole about 107 acres, and 
now producing £58. 9. 10., per annum, including 
35 acres on an inclosure of the common of Llanrug 
in 1819; two or three boys are annually placed out 
from each, according to the will of the testator, and 
the benefit is enjoyed by both places equally : with 
each boy a premium of £10 is given^ and he also 
receives £1 annually for clothing. About £1 is dis- 
tributed in bread to the poor, arising from the rent 
of two cottages erected on the common from two 
bequests. 

In several parts of the parish are numerous re- 
mains of cottages, or huts, probably the residences 
of the aboriginal inhabitants at some period of very 
remote antiquity ; they are generally in clusters of 
ei^ht or ten each, and appear to have formed distinct 
villages : they are called Cuttiau 'r Gwyddelod, or 
*< the Irishmen's huts," and are generally circular in 
form ; two stones on one side of each seem to mark 
out the entrance, and a large upright stone probably 
points out the fire-place : the walls, which are about 
two feet high, and three in thickness^ are composed 
of small stones without mortar. Near these huts are 
frequently found remains of the ** quern," or stone 
handmill, conristing of two stones, one concave and 
the other convex, with a place for an iron handle; 
and stone and brass celts have also been found in the 
vicinity of these ancient habitations, which are gene- 
rally distributed through the parish, and of which 
the number of circular foundations exceeds three 
hundred. Davydd Thomas, the celebrated Welsh 
bard, better known as " Davydd Ddu o Eryri," was 
interred at this place; and Dr. Edwards, who ac- 
companied Commodore Anson in his voyage round 
the world, and held the office of surgeon on board 
the Tamer frigate, was a native of the parish, and 
son of one of its rectors : he also lies buried in the 
churchyard. 

LLANRWST (LLAN-RWST), a market- 
town and parish, comprising the township of Owydir, 
and the head of a union, m the hundred of Nant- 
CONWAY, county of Carnarvon, but chiefly in the 
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Uchdulas division of the hundred of Isdulas, county 
of Denbigh, North Wales, 20 miles (w. by s.) 
from Denbigh, 26 (w. by n.) from Ruthin, and 217 
(n. w. by w.) from London; and containing 9904 
inhabitants, of whom 3524 are in the Denbighshire, 
and 380 in the Carnarvonshire, portion. This town 
is of very great antiquity, and in the year 952 was 
the scene of an important battle in the contests 
maintained at this period, for the sovereigntv <rf 
Wales, between the sons of Hywel Dda and tkode 
of Edwal Voel, when the former, assembling their 
forces in South Wales, laid waste the territory of 
North Wales as far as the river Conway, but were 
opposed by the latter at the town of Llanrwst, where, 
after an obstinate conflict, in which many of con- 
siderable rank were slain on both sides, the sons of 
Edwal Voel were victorious, and pursuing their ene- 
mies into South Wales, they retaliated upon their 
territories for the ravages which had been inflicted 
on their own. The town is pleasantly situated on 
the eastern bank of the river Conway, which here 
forms the boundary between the two counties, four 
miles to the north of the road to Holyhead, and in 
* the spacious and beautiful Vale of Llanrwst, envi- 
roned by majestic and well-wooded hills, the land at 
the foot of which is well watered, and exceedingly 
productive : it is large, well built, and amply sup- 

Elied with water, but consists principally of small 
ouses and shops ; the streets are spacious and well 
paved. Over the river is an elegant bridge of three 
arches, built about the year 1^6, under an order 
from the privy council of Charles L, from a plan by 
Inigo Jones, who is erroneously stated to have been 
a native of this place ; the expense of its erection^ 
amounting to about one thousand pounds, was con- 
jointly defrayed by the two counties which it con- 
nects : two of the arches are etceedingly handsome ; 
the third, having been rebuilt in 1703^ is somewhat 
inferior ; the central arch, which forms a mud) larger 
segment of a circle than the other two, is nearly 
sixty feet in span. Excellent roads have lately been 
maae, communicating with the London, Liverpool, 
and Holyhead roads, and also with Denbigh, and St. 
Asaph, tne improved state of which has caused a con^- 
siderable increase of visiters, during the summer 
months, to the picturesque and much aSmired scenery 
of this neighbourhood. 

Llanrwst was formerly noted for the making of 
harps : at present the spmning of woollen yarn, and 
the knitting of stockings, constitute the princi^ 
trade, the town being situated at the north-western 
extremity of the hosiery district of North Wales, 
and, next to Bala, the principal market for that 
article ; the former of these branches, however, is ia 
a very low state, there being only one mill, in whidi 
four or five persons are employed. ITie river Con- 
way is navigable from its mouth to Tr^vrtw, about 
two miles from this town, for vessels of sixty t^tmf 
bur^n, which bring coal, lime, limbet*, and gre- 
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eervy for the supply of the inhabitants of Llanrwst 
and the neighbourhood, and carry back the produce 
of the slate quarries and mines of the adioining pa- 
rishes* The market, which is on Saturday, is well 
supplied, particularly with corn, which is not sold by 
sample, but in small quantities, suitable to the eir- 
iBumstances of the purchaser ; it is the general mart 
for the inhabitants of the surrounding district, to a 
distance of twenty miles in every direction. Fairs, 
chiefly for the sale of cattle, corn, and wool, take 
place on the first Tuesday in February, March 8th, 
April 2$th, June 81st, August IDth, September 17th, 
October 25th, December 11 th, and the second Tues-r 
day after that day : at the June iair a ffreat quantity 
of wool is sold to the clothiers of Yorkshire, and at 
the September and October fairs great numbers of 
cattle are nM to the English drovers* The market* 
place is a spacious square area, in the centre of 
which stands the town-ball, a plain substantial struo* 
ture, erected at the expense of Maurice Wynne, Esq., 
ai Caer Melwr, as appears from a stone over tne 
principal entrance, bearing the arms of the Wynnes, 
and the initials of the founder, with the date 1661 : 
above this is a dock, with a cupola, containing the 
market bell, and surmounted by a large gilt eaele. 
This edifice, however, is in the course of re-erection 
by Lord Willoughby D'Eresby ; with an additional 
floor for a oorn^market. The general quarter-ses^ 
sions for the county were formerly held in this 
ball, which practice has been discontinued since the 
removal of the assizes from Denbigh to Ruthin. 
The petty-sessions for the Uchduhis division of the 
hundred of Isdulas are held here ; and Lhmrwst is, 
by the late Boundary Act, a polling-place in the 
election of knights for the shire* 

The PARISH is upwards of forty miles in circum* 
ferrace, and comprises, in the Denbighshire portion, 
15,000 acres, of which 8300 are arable, 6000 pasture, 
and 700 woodland; and in the Carnarvonshire por- 
tion 7694a. 3r. Q2p^ of which about 393 acres are 
arable, 6586 pasture, 698 wood, and the remainder 
water, roads^ and waste. The soil of the lower 
grounds consists principally of a mixture of argillace<r 
ous earth and vegetable mould, the latter generally 
diminishing in quality as the elevation of the land in-r 
creases, some parts of which rise into lofty hills and 
mountains, including Moel Siabod, and Moel Seiviog, 
the former reaching an elevation of 2878 feet above 
the level of the sea; on the summit of the latter three 
parishes meet The chief agricultural produce is 
wheat, oats, barley, potatoes, and the various grasses; 
and in the spring, summer, and autumn months, the 
higher grounds afford abundant pasturage for horses, 
cattle, and sheep. Clay-slate and greywacke are 
quarried for fences, building, and the repair of roads ; 
and lead-min^ are worked in each division of the 
Dtfish: the forest trees consist principally of oak, 
Weh, spruce, Scotch firs, ash, beech, sycamore, 
birch, and alder : the rateable annual value id the 
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Denbighshire portion of the parish has been returned 
at £7980. 

The parish being situated in the rich and fertile 
Vale of Llanrwst, the environs of the town partake 
very lare^ely of the beautifully picturesque scenery 
for whicn the district is celebrated, the most proo 
minent and striking features of which are the preci- 
pitous woods and lofty cliffs of Gwydir. The sur«- 
facf is diversified with hill and dale, woods, rocks, 
and water, together with moors, pastures, and arable 
land, uniting, in their perpetually varying combinar 
tions, to pr^uce pictorial scenes of the highest order. 
The Vale of Llanrwst, which is neither so widely 
extended as the Vale of Clwvd, nor so contracted as 
that of Llangollen, is regarded by the admirers of 
picturesque scenery as exhibiting the most varied 
assembl^pe of beautiful features which the pencil 
could delineate. The prospects of the dense woods 
and towering hills that inclose it on each side, is en<- 
livened by the river Conway, which every where 
presents an animated scene, either of small vessels 
arriving at, and departing from, the village of Tr^ 
vriw, or of the diminutive boats called coracles, used 
in fishing for salmon and smelts, which, together with 
various kinds of trout, eels, &c., are supplied to the 
town and neighbourhood. The gentlemen's seats in 
the vicinity and more remote lociuities, which greatly 
contribute to increase the powerful eijfect of we dit«- 
ferent views, are, Gwydir, the Abbey, Cyfdy, Bel«- 
mont, Pl&s Madoc, Penloyn, the Cottage, Hendre 
House, Oaklands, Beaver Grove, and Tan-y-Celyn, 
a neat residence newly built on the banks of the 
Conway. The ancient mansion of Gwydir, beauti- 
fully situated amongst extensive woods of oak, which 
clotne the rocks prcjecting between the rivers Con- 
way and Llugwy, near the foot of a lofty precipice 
called Carreg-y-Gwalch, or *^ the rock of the falcon,'' 
was erected, according to some initials and a date 
over the gateway, by John Wynne ab Meredydd, in 
1555, and comprised an ei^ tensive but somewhat 
irregular pile of building, ranged in a quadrangular 
form, and consisting of an inner and an outer court ; 
but this edifice was taken down, in 1816, since which 
time the present structure, on a much smaller scale, 
has been ouilt : a small portion of the former mansion 
still remains, and has recently been fitted up in an 
antique and elegant style. Above this stood another 
edifice, called the Upper Gwydir, erected, in 1604, 
by Sir John Wynne, which was pulled down several 
years ago. 

The LIVING comprises a sinecure rectory and a 
discharged vicarage, united by act of parliament 
passed in 1678, and in the patronage of the Bishop 
of St Asaph ; the former is rated in the king's books 
at £13, and the latter at £6. 5. 5. : the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £900, subject 
to rates, averaging £15 per annum; and there is a 
glebe-house, with other appeiidages, valued at £50 
per annum. The thuroh, dedicated to St. GrwsL 
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Rbystyd, or Restitutus, and situated close to tlie river, 
is said to have been originally erected on ^oand given 
by Rhun, son of Nevydd Hardd, a chieftain of one 
of the fifteen tribes of North Wales, to expiate the 
murder of Prince Idwal, a son of Owain Gwynedd, 
by order of Nevydd, to whom Owain had entrusted 
him to be fostered, according to the custom of the 
country. The present structure, supposed, from its 
style of architecture, to have l^een erected early in 
the fifteenth century, has lately been thoroughly re- 
paired, and a tower added to it, at the sole expense 
of the late rector, the Rev. H. Holland Edwards, 
Prebendary of Westminster ; it contains 743 sittings, 
of which 173 are free, and is 92 feet long and 33 
broad. Adjoining it, on the south side, is the Gwydir 
chapel^ a handsome square castellated edifice, the in- 
terior of which is decorated with a profusion of carved 
work: it was built by Sir Richard Wynne, from a 
design by Inigo Jones, in 1633, as a burial-place for 
his ramily, the deceased members of which had pre- 
viously been interred in the chancel, and contains 
several elegantly engraved brasses, exhibiting por- 
traits of several of the family ; it has a carved and 
fretted roof, said to have once belonged to the con- 
ventual church of Maenan abbey, situated about 
three miles distant On the eastern wall is a slab of 
white marble, recording the pedigree of the founder, 
and tracing; his ancestors to Owam Gwynedd, Prince 
of North Wales. On the southern wall is a newly 
restored monument to the memory of Sir John 
Wynne, Bart., a learned antiquary, and an indefati- 

Eable gleaner of materials for the illustration of Welsh 
istory, which were published under the title of the 
** History of the Gwydir family ;" also to that of his 

Sreat-grandfather Meredith, and his wife Sidney, 
aughter of Sir William Gerard, Chancellor of Ire- 
land. In the centre of the chapel, upon the floor, 
lies the stone coffin of Llewelyn the Great, who died 
in 1240, and was interred in the abbey which he had 
founded at Aberconway, thence removed to Maenan, 
and from that place, at the dissolution, the coffin 
was brought to the old parish church of Llanrwst, 
where it remained obscured by rubbish until placed 
in its present more appropriate situation. The same 
attention has likewise been paid to another piece of 
antiquity, placed near it, mz., a recumbent armed 
effigy of Howel Coytmor, grandson of Davydd, bro- 
ther to Llewelyn ab Grufydd : he was owner of the 
Gwydir estate, which was sold by one of his descen- 
dants to the family of Wynne. There is a chapel 
of ease to Llanrwst at CapeUGarmon^ which was re- 
built about the year 1 789, and will afford accommo- 
dation to 210 persons; at Gwydir^ half a mile dis- 
tant, is a private chapel belonging to Lord Willoiighby 
D'Eresby; and an additional church, dedicated to 
St Mary^ in the early English style, capable of seat- 
ing 350 persons, was commenced in 1841, by sub- 
scription, on a site given by his lordship, for the 
accommodation of those who do not understand the 
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Welsh language, in which the service is exclusively 
performed m the mother church. This edifice, which 
forms an interesting obiect at the entrance to the town 
from Pentre-Voelas, oeing situated on an ascent, 
was consecrated October 28th, 1842, and the neces- 
sary endowments for the minister, repairs of the 
church, and general purposes, provided by the Reir. 
H. H. Edwards. There are eleven places of wor- 
ship for dissenters, of which four are in the town, 
belonging respectively to the Baptists, Independents, 
and Calvmistic and Wesleyan Methodists, each, ex- 
cept the Wesleyan chapel, having a burial-ground 
attached. 

In the Denbighshire portion of the parish are 
three day schools, in which about 55 children are 
taught at the expense of their parents; and foar 
Sunday schools, affording gratuitous instruction to 
about 800 males and females, who are also provided 
with books ; and in the township of Gwydir the Cal- 
vinistic Methodists support three Sunday schools, in 
which are more than 200 males and females. Divers 
benefactions of considerable amount have been made 
for the benefit of the poor, which are judiciously 
managed, the proceeds being regularly distributed 
among the most deserving objects. An old founda- 
tion in the parish, called Jesus^ Hospital^ is supposed 
to have been originally endowed with the rectorial 
tithes of Eglwys- Vach, a parish of eight townships, of 
which the rector had but one, called the township of 
Bodnod, the other seven being an impropriation. 
It appears by various authentic documents that the 
hospital was founded by Sir John Wynne, Knt, of 
Gwydir, in 1612, for the support of a warden and 
twelve poor men ; and that a free school within its 
walls was also established by the same benefactor, 
the master of which was to have £20 per annum, 
and an usher £10, with a house and garden each. 
The allowance to the warden was £20, and the 
salaries of the teachers were subsequently augmented 
to £25 and £15; and the remainder of the tithes was 
to maintain the almsmen, and to provide them every 
other year with warm gowns. The popular history 
of this charity however is, that the true founder was 
a gentleman of the name of Williams, and that Sir 
John Wynne was merely an instrument for carrying 
his benevolent intentions into effect The endow- 
ment of both the hospital and school with the tithes 
of Eglwys- Vach, which were even then of consider- 
able amount, is believed to have been the intention 
of Sir John Wynne, but this has always been denied 
by his descendants and by the heirs of Gwydir, who 
have contended that this disposition of the tithes is 
not sustained by deed or other legal writing. The 
present Lord Willoughby D'Eresby, to whom Egl- 
wys- Vach has devolved as the representative of Uie 
family, also resists the claim of Jesus'- Hospital to the 
endowment ; and the question now at issue is, whe- 
ther these tithes, of which the gross annual amount 
has exceeded £600, were setUed to maintain the 
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hospital, or are a lay impropriation in the Gwydir 
family in its own right, out of which certain pay- 
ments were charitably, but gratuitously, made for 
nearly two hundred years. The almshouses have 
ceased to be occupied by the poor, as rent-free tene- 
ments, since 181 1, and the scnool has ceased to be a 
free school since 1803, but it should be mentioned 
that Lord Willoughby D'Eresbv, in addition to sala- 
ries paid by him to the schoolmaster and mistress, 
distributes different sums of money annually to a 
certain number of needy persons, in this parish, 
though all these payments are claimed to be volun- 
tary, and wholly unconnected with tlie proceeds of 
the tithes. The almshouses are still standing, and 
are built of stone, and in tolerable repair, consisting 
of five tenements on the ground-floor and the same 
number above. About the year 1812, one of the 
ground tenements was destroyed to mdce a passage 
to a house then sold by Lord Willoughby to Mr. 
£van Pritchard, and which house is said to have 
been the property of the hospital^ and former resi- 
dence of the warden : the old house has since been 
taken down and rebuilt On a stone tablet in the 
wall that separates the almshouses from the church- 
yard is this inscription : ^ To Winn de Gwyder 
FU Mauricii Miles et Bararmetta Jundamt A^. 
1610." 

Among other contributors to the charities of this 

Srish were Dame Mary Mostyn, John Salusbury, 
orris Hughes, and Evan Davies, of whom the last- 
named, in 1 766, left property to the parish amount- 
ing to upwards of £600. About £800 have been 
invested in the funds and in turnpike-trusts, which 
produce annually £35. 8., whereof, among other 
charitable uses, a portion is distributed to we poor 
between Michaelmas and Christmas. The poor law 
union^ of which this town is the head, was formed 
April 29th, 1837, and comprises the following 17 
townships and parishes; namely, Gwern-Howell, 
Gwytherin, Llanddoget, Llangerniew, and Pentre- 
Voelas, in the county of Denbigh; Elglwys-Vfich 
and Maenan (in the parish of Eglwys-Vacn), Tir- 
Ivan, Eidda, and Tr^brys (in the parish of Yspytty- 
Jvan), and Llanrwst and Gwydir, in the parish of 
Llanrwst, counties of Denbigh and Carnarvon ; and 
Bettws-y-Coed, Dolwyddelan, Llanrhychwyn, Pen- 
machno, and Trevriw, in the county of Carnarvon. 
It is under the superintendence of 20 guardians, and 
contains a population of 12,322. 

LLANSADWRN (LLAN-SADWRN), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Bangor and Beaumaris, hun- 
dred of Tyndaethwy, county of Anglesey, North 
Wales, 3 miles (w.) from Beaumaris ; containing 
455 inhabitants. This parish, which is situated in 
the eastern part of the county, within four miles of 
the Menai bridge, and on the road from Llangevni 
to Beaumaris, is bounded on the north by the pa- 
rishes of Pentraeth and Llanddona, on the south by 
that of Llandegvan, on the east by Beaumaris, and 
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on the west by Penmynnedd ; and comprises by com- 
putation 2891 acres, of which 1700 are arable, 1103 
pasture, and the remainder woodland and waste. 
The lands are in general inclosed and well cultivated ; 
the soil is fertile, and the chief produce corn, cattle, 
and a few sheep. The houses of the inhabitants are 
scattered over the parish in detached situations, not 
forming any village ; and the surrounding scenery, 
though not characterised by any peculiarity of fea- 
ture, is pleasingly rural. The living is a discharged 
rectory, rated in the king's books at £7. 6. 0^.; 
patron, Bishop of Bangor: the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £400. The church, 
dedicated to St. Sadwm, from which .circumstance 
the parish derives its name, is a small but neat edi- 
fice, consisting of a nave, chancel, and north tran- 
sept, and was thoroughly repaired at a considerable 
expense in 1829; it contains 140 sittings, of which 
50 are free. In the transept, projecting from one of 
the walls, is the head of an ecclesiastic, well executed 
in stone ; and outside the same part of the edifice is 
the head of a bear, with a muzzle and chain, also 
curiously carved in stone. A fragment of stone has, 
been found, which is now placed within the transept 
under the head above-mentioned, bearing part of a 
mutilated inscription in Roman characters, in which 
the word ^' Saturninus,'' still legible, seems to shew 
that it was part of the monument of that saint, by 
whom the church is supposed to have been founded 
about the year 603. There are two Sunday schools, 
in which about 50 males and females are gratuitously 
instructed by some of the parishioners. 

The farms of Bryn Eryr and Rhos Owen, left by 
Dr. Rowlands for the support of his almshouses at 
Bangor, are in this parish. Rowland Jones, in 1715, 
bequeathed a tenement called GorsllLs, the rent of 
which he appropriated in equal shares, amounting to 
£2. 5. for each, to the poor of this parish and that of 
Pentraeth; and Mrs. Roberts, in 1756, left £150, 
the interest of which sum she directed to be given 
in equal shares to three of the poorest and most de- 
serving housekeepers of Llansadwrn : this last sum 
was invested in a mortgage on the tolls of the Holy- 
head road, and now produces an income of £7. 10. 
annually ; and the amount of both charities is dis- 
tributed at Easter and Christmas among the most 
necessitous poor. With numerous other benefactions, 
amounting in the whole to £41, the principal contri- 
butors to which were Humphrey Williams, in 1741, 
and Griffith Rowland, in 1765, of sums of £iO each, 
ten small cottages were erected on ground granted 
by the late Lord Bulkeley at £1. 1. per annum; 
they are now occupied rent free by ten families put 
in by the vestry. In a field adjoining Trevor, in the 
parish, are the remains of two cromlechs ; the larger, 
which was supported on two upright stones more 
than ten feet high, fell down in 1825. There are 
also some vestiges of an ancient fortress, near an old 
&mily mansion called <* Castellior," which, ffom 
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several relics of antiqaity discovered in the immedi- 
ate vicinity, is supposed to be of Roman origin. In 
the marsh near the base of Llwydiart mountain, fossil 
oak trees, acorns, and nuts are found, several feet 
below the surface, retaining all their original fresh- 
ness. 

LLANSADWRN (LLAN-SADWRN), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Llandovery, lower division of 
the hundred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen^ 
South Wales, d miles (n, n. w.) from Llangadock ; 
comprising the Upper and Liower divisions, and con- 
taining 1192 inhabitants. This parish, which is 
pleasantly situated in the north-eastern part of the 
county, is intersected by the turnpike^road from 
Llandilo-Vawr, by the suspension bridge to Llan- 
dovery, and by a small rivulet tributary to the river 
Towy. It comprises 7064 acres, consisting of a 
mountainous district of considerable extent, and a 
large portion of common, which was inclosed by an 
act of parliament passed in 1809, and with the other 
lands, IS in a good state of cultivation ; the scenery 
is finely diversified, and the views from the higher 
grounds are extensive, embracing a rieh prospect 
over the surrounding country. Abermarlais, the 
seat of the late Vice- Admiral Sir Thomas Foley, is 
a handsome modern mansion, erected by him, near 
the site and from the ruins of an ancient mansion, 
which originally formed the baronial residence of 
Sir Rh^s ab Thomas, and is noticed by Leiand : the 
present edifice is beautifully situated in grounds 
finely varied and comprehending much picturesque 
scenery. The living is a discharged vicarage, with 
the perpetual curacy of Llanwrda annexed, rated in 
the king's books at £6. 10., and in the gift of Lady 
Foley; present net income, £165, with a glebe- 
house : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £351. 15. of which £263. 14. 9. are pay- 
able to Lady Foley, and £87. 18. 3. to Ae vicar, 
both Bums subject to rates, averaging £10 ; and the 
incumbent has also a glebe of three acres, and is 
allowed £15 per annum from the impropriator. The 
church is dedicated to St. Sadwrn : Lady Letitia 
Comwallis presented in 1739 a silver gilt chalice, 
flagon, and paten, with the inscription ; ** cUmum 
LetitiiB Comwallis^ 1730." There are seven places 
of worship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvin- 
istic and Wesleyan Methodists. 

Lady Letitia, in the same year, bequeathed 
£400 for endowing a free school for this parish and 
that of Lliuiwrda^ the selection of the master or mis- 
tress to be by the vestry of this parish alone ; and 
also gave £1000, the interest to oe divided among 
four maiden gentlewomen of the county ; £600 to 
purchase for them a proper piece of ground and habi- 
tation, and a fichool-hpuse and residence for th^ 
master or mistress; £200 to provide furniture for 
the use of the four alraswomen j and £200 for new 
furniture and for repairing and beautifying the 
gentlewomen's house and the school ; any resique to 
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be expended in buying shoes and stockings for the 
poorest children of the two parishes ; and she like* 
wise gave £50, the interest to be distributed on 
Christmas-eve among the poor of this place. These 
sums not having been applied to the purposes prei- 
scribed by the will of the testatrix, a aeeree for the 
payment of them, with the accumulations, was ob- 
tained in 1 782, and the money vested in the three 
per cent Bank annuities ; when the original bequest 
of £400 for the school was found to have increased 
to £1435. 1. ; the £1000 to £3587. 9. a ; the £200 
for buying the first furniture to £717. 10. 6.; the 
second £200 to a similar sum ; the £50 for the poor 
to £179. 6. 11.; and the £800 building fond to 
£2504. 11.: and independently of the last sun, tha 
whole amount invested was £6636. la 2. In 1794 
this had accumulated to £922a 15. 5.; and the 
dividends, amounting to £276. 17. 2., are annualljr 
disposed of as follows; namely £166. 2. among th« 
four gentlewomen, £67. 8. 5. to the schoolniester, 
and £5. 7. 7. to the poor. The school premises con* 
sist of a dwelling-house for the master, with a school* 
room, a field of two and a half acres, and a nrden ; and 
there are 40 scholars of both sexes attending. The 
almshouses comprise four teneaients with a garden 
annexed, all erected out of the building fund; and 
the inmates are further entitled to receive, in addition 
to the yearly sum above specified, a portion of the 
dividends on £526. 7. 3., accumulate from rein* 
vestments of the surplus fiind. The £5. 7. 7. are 
annually distributed among the poor parishioDers, 
who further receive 10^., arising from a rent-charge 
granted by William Thomas xlowell, out of an 
estate called Edwinsford, in the parish of Llansawel ; 
and also have the benefit of £5 per annum for in* 
structing children, £5. 5. for apprenticing them, and 
40 gallons of barley per month ; all derived from the 
estate of Abermarlais. The schools consist of, in 
the Upper division, a day school of 20 children, 
partly supported by the above endowment of £5, 
and partly by payments from the parents ; and two 
Sunday schools, respectively appertaining to Calvin** 
istic Methodists and Independents, ana conducted 
gratuitously, in wiiieh 160 males and female^ are 
taught in the Welsh language. In the Lower 
division are two day and two Sunday sehoi^ three 
of which are in connexion with Independents, and 
one with Baptists; in the former about 60 child^ 
ren are instructed at their pwents' expense ; in the 
latter, which are conducted by gratuitoue tsachers, 
are 85 males and femsdes, taught in the Welsh Ian* 
guage only. 

LL ANS ADWRNEN (LLAN-SADYRNIN), 
a parish, in the higher division of the hundred of 
Derll'^s, union and county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 2 miles (s. w.) from Laugfaame ; containing 
237 inhabitants. This parish, which derives its 
name from the dedication of its church, is pleasantly 
situated on the bay of Carmarthen^ and is but ^ 
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small extent ; the land is inclosed and in a tolerable 
state of ealthration. Limestone is found in tke rocks 
near the coast, but the inhabitants are prtneipally 
employed in agricultlire. The surrounding scenery 
is pleasingly varied ; and the yiews, extending over 
tiie bay and the adjacent conntry) are interesting, and 
eomlnne some features of picturesque character. 
The living is a rectory, imnexed to the vicarage of 
Langfaame, and rated in die lung's books at £6. In 
the parish are the remains of Broadway House, an 
ancient mansion, formerly the residence of John 
Powel, Esq^ Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
and Keeper of the Great Seal in the reign of James 
II.'; hd was one of the judges who sat on the trial of 
the seven bishops that were oommitted to the Tower 
by order of that mooaroh, in 1688, and by his inflex- 
ible integrity they were absolved of the charge laid 
agmnst Uiem : he died in 1696, aged sixty-Uiree, 
and was buried in the chancel of the church of Laug- 
hame^ where a monument was erected to his memory, 
bearing an inscription eulogising his conduct on that 
memorable triaL In the limestone rock near the 
ooast is a curious and beautiful cavern of large di- 
mensions, which was formerly a retreat for smug- 
glers. 

LLANSAMLET (LLAN-SAMLED), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Neath, hundred of Llangy- 
VELACH, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 4 
miles (n. e. by n.) from Swansea; comprising the 
Higher and Lower divisions, and containing 8375 
inhabitants, of which number 1105 are in the Higher, 
and 2270 in the Lower, division. This parish is 
separated from that of Lkmgyvelach by the river 
Tawy on the west, and is intersected in the middle 
by the tumpike-road from Swansea to Neath ; with 
tiie exception of a small portion it is inclosed, and 
die lands are in a state of good cultivation, particu- 
larly in the Upper division. One of the most pic^ 
turesque features of the parish is Glanbrane, a good 
house, situated near the summit of a lofty eminence, 
and commanding a fine marine view over Crymlen 
kill ; and Owernllwvnwith, formerly the property of 
the Morgans of Birch Orove, is also a substantial 
mansion. There are some extensive collieries, the 
principal of which afford constant occupation to 
about five hundred men ; and in the Lower division 
of the parish are copper-works upon a large scale, 
affording employment to a great number of persons ; 
a large rolling-mill, and a spelter work : the produce 
whereof is conveyed to the port of Swansea by the 
river Tawy, whicn runs dose to the works, and is 
navigable for three miles. A large portion of the 
pariw is included within the limits of tne borough of 
Swansea* 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty ; net income, as returned in 1835, 
£94: augmented m 1841 by the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners with £24 per annum out of the fund 
imised by the suspension of certain eanonries and 
95 



prebends ; patron and appropriator. Bishop of St. 
David's. The church, dedicated to St. Samled, is a 
small edifice, consisting of a nave and chancel, neatiy 
fitted up for divine service. There are places ot 
worship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistid 
Methodists. On Kilvey hill are two school-rooms, 
built and supported at the sole expense of Messrs. 
Freeman ana Co. and Messrs. Orenfell and Sons, for 
the education of tke children of their workmen, who 
are privileged by the payment of one penny per 
week each, to send all their diildren to be instructed ; 
one of the rooms will contain eighty boys, and is 
conducted on the British and Foreign School system ; 
the other, an infants' school, is capable of holding 
300 children between the ages ot two and eight 
years, and in a room adjoining, the elder girls are 
taught sewing by the wife of the master. An 
Knglish Sunday school is also held in the building, 
at which about 200 children attend; and Welsn 
Sunday schools are carried on in the different chapels, 
where about 350 persons are instructed. A good 
schod^room also, lately fitted up near the church, is 
capable of containing 150 children. Mr. Lewis 
Thomas, in 1708, bequeathed a rent-charge to the 
poor, producing £2 per annum, which, wim another 
trifling bene&ction of a similar description, of 12«., 
in the same year, by Mr. John Jenkin, is annually 
distributed among tnem on St ThomasVday, as U 
likewise among poor widows on Christmas-day, a 
sum of £a 18. 6., the interest of £130. 17. 11. 
three per cent consolidated bank annuities, purchased 
with a gift of £100 by John Harry, in 1809. A 
bequest of a rent-charge of £2 by Thomas Popkins, 
in 1751, has not been paid for many years, being 
void under the statute. 

LLANSANNAN (LLAN-SANNAN), a pa- 
rish, in the union of St. Asaph, Higher division of 
the hundred of Isaled, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales, 8 miles (w.) from Denbigh ; containing 1406 
inhabitants. This place derives its name from the 
dedication of its church to St Sannan, the intimate 
friend imd companion of the iather of St Winifred, 
who lived here in religious sedusion, and was buried 
near the remains of uie latter at Owytherin. The 
village is situated at the head of the narrow vale of 
the nver Aled, whidi rises in Ll^n Aled at no rreat 
distance, and in its course through the vale forms 
some interesting and picturesque cascades. The 
parish comprises a very considerable tract of arable 
and pasture land, of wnich by fan the greater portion 
is inclosed; the soil, though various, is tcuerably 
fertile ; and the rateable annual value is returned at 
£3946. The surrounding scenery is almost totally 
devoid of natural beauty, and the country adjacent 
presents little more than an uninviting prospect of 
dreary wastes and mountainous rrouna. In the 
small vale near the villi^ stands Dyfryn Aled, 
a splendid mansion, built by the late Mrs. Vorke, the 
heiress of the estate, and situated on the slope of a 
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Lill opposite the old house, which was for several 
generations a seat of the Wynne family. Fairs, 
chiefly for the sale of cattle, horses, sheep, and wool, 
are held annually on May 18th, August i7th, Octo- 
ber 26th, and November dOth. 

The living consists of a rectory in two compor- 
tions, and a vicarage, both in the patronage of the 
Bishop of St. Asaph. Each portion of the rectory, 
of which one was united to the vicarage by act of 
parliament in the 29th and dOth of Charles II., is 
rated in the king's books at £6. 10. 5. ; present net 
income of the separate portion, £185. The vicarage 
is rated at £5. 0. 10. ; present net income £376, 
with a glebe-house. The church is an ancient edi- 
fice, occupying a somewhat romantic situation, but 
possessing no architectural details of importance. 
There are places of worship for Baptists and Cal- 
vinistic Methodists. A National school, commenced 
in 1819, and containing about 50 children, is partly 
supported by annual subscriptions from the clergy, 
amounting to £15. 3., for the education of 30 chil- 
dren, the rest being paid for by their parents ; and 
in another day school about 20 children are in- 
structed at their parents' expence. There are also 
four Sunday schools, two appertaining to Calvinistio 
Methodists, and one each to Baptists and Independ- 
ents, and conducted gratuitously by members of 
their respective congregations ; m which 535 males 
and females are taught. The bene&ction table in 
the church records four charities, amounting to £60, 
the interest of which was to be dispensed to the sick 
and destitute, but it would appear from Gilbert's 
return of 1786, and other documents, that the prin- 
cipal was borrowed by the parish to defray the re- 
pairs of the church ; a small sum was paid annually, 
out of the church-rate until 1835, when it was agreed 
at vestry that it should be discontinued, and it is 
therefore lost to the poor. 

LLANSANNOR (LLAN-SANNWR), other- 
wise THAW, a parish, in the union of Bridgend 
and CowBRiDGE, hundred of Cowbridge, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 4 miles (n.) from 
Cowbridge ; containing 204 inhabitants. This place 
is situated on the river Thaw, which rises in the 
parish, and, proceeding by Cowbridge, which place 
It occasionally separates from this parish in its course, 
falls into the Bristol Channel, about six miles dis- 
tant, where it forms the little harbour of Aberthaw. 
It is bounded on the north by Llanfaary, on the 
south by Llanblethian, on the east by Ystrad-Owen, 
and on the west by Penllyne; and comprises by 
computation about 11 00 acres, of which 500 are 
arable, 40 woodland, and the remainder pasture; 
the soil is chiefly of a sandy quality. The surface, 
though for the most part level, is diversified in some 
places with hill and aale, and the scenery is pleasing, 
particularly where interspersed with plantations of 
various kinds of fir, the parish being, with the ex* 
ception of a small portion, in a good state of cultiva- 
96 



tion : there are some quarries of limestone. Llan- 
sannor House, formerly the residence of the lord of 
the manor and Brigam, are both now in a greatly 
dilapidated condition, and in the occupation of ten- 
ants ; near the latter are the remains of an old castle, 
formerly of some note in this part of the princi- 
pality. The living is a discharged rectory, rated in 
the king's books at £7. 15. 7^. ; present net income, 
£120, of which £10 are paid as a modus for Llan- 
sannor House demesne; patron, J. Bailey, Elsq., 
M.P., who is also chief proprietor in the parish, by 
purchase from J. F. Gwyn, Esq. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Senewyr, is a small ancient edifice ; at 
the south end of the chancel is a recumbent efiBgy of 
a warrior clad in armour, with a sword and shield, 
the head resting on a lion, and at the feet a dog. 
Mr. Edward Thomas, of Argoed, in the parish, in 
1778, bequeathed to the poor half the rent of a house 
and croft, now producing £4 per annum. At a 
farm-house, called Pantlewydd, in the parish, still 
owned and occupied by the family, resided Mr. 
Thomas Truexnan, a great collector of the antiquities 
of the county, and wnose MS. volume of pedigrees 
is extant in several copies : his ancestor came from 
Nottinghamshire, and was an officer on the Crom- 
wellian side in the civil war of that period. 

LLANSANTFRAID (LLAN-SANT- 
FFREAD), a parish, in the hundred of Pencelly, 
union and county of Brecknock, South Wales, 
4 miles (s. e.) from Brecknock ; containing 203 in- 
habitants. This place derives its name from the 
dedication of its church to Fread, an Irish female 
saint, who appears to have been so highly venerated 
in Wales, that no fewer than nineteen churches in 
the principality have been consecrated to her me- 
mory. The western part of the parish obtained the 
appellation of Scethrog, by which it is at present 
distinguished, from Brochwell Yscythrog, Prince 
of Powys, to whom it descended bv inheritance from 
his mother, who was a daughter of Brychan, Prince 
of Brycheiniog. It does not appear that Brochwell 
ever resided upon this lordship, although tradition 
states that he was buried in the neighbouring parish 
of Llandevailog-Vach, where a rudely carved stone 
of very remote character commemorates the inter- 
ment of some British warrior. After the conquest 
of the ancient Brycheiniog by Bernard Newmarch, 
the lordship of Scethrog was conferred on one of 
his followers, named Miles Pitcher, or Pychard, by 
whom, or by one of his immediate descendants, a 
castellated mansion was erected on the bank of the 
river Usk, which was subsequently called the Tower, 
and of which there are still some remains incoipo- 
rated with a farm-house of that name, built upon the 
site. 

The parish is pleasantly situated, for the roost part 
on the north bank of the river Usk, and is intersected 
by the turnpike-road from Brecknock to Crickhowel 
and Abergavenny. The lands, with the exception 
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of a comparatively small portion, are inclosed, and in 
a good state of cultivation, and comprise by compu- 
tation about 2000 acres, of which tliree-fourths are 
arable, and the remainder, with the exception of 
between 50 and 60 acres of wood, pasture and mea- 
dow. The soil is a gravelly loam, generally fertile 
and productive; the surface is undulated and in some 
parts hilly, and abounds with richly varied and 
pleasingly picturesque scenery ; and the views from 
the higher grounds, particularly from the AUt hill, 
on the north-eastern side, comprehend many objects 
of g^eat interest and beauty. Among the most pro- 
minent of these may be noticed, in me foreground, 
the fertile and romantic Vale of Usk, with its river, 
celebrated for its trout-fishing, winding, for a dis- 
tance of four miles in the parish,- through a long 
succession of varying scenery, having richly wooded 
eminences on its opposite banks ; and in the distance 
is the majestic range of the Brecknockshire Beacons, 
with which the softer aspect of the vale is finely 
contrasted: the annual value of the rateable pro^ 

• P^rty in the parish has been returned at £*2149. 
Bttckland Park, a spacious mansion, originally erect- 
ed nearly a century ago, by Roger Jones, Fsq^ mem- 
ber for the county, is beautifully situated on the 
banks of the Usk, and sheltered by a lofty mountain, 
barren towards the summit, but having the acclivities 
near its base richly clothed with wood: the house 
was much enlarged in 1839, and has two fronts, of 
which that towards the river commands an extensive 
view up the Vale of Usk, and the other a more con- 
fined but romantic view of the mountains that inclose 
the vale on the south. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £6. 4. 7. ; present net income £271, with a glebe- 
house ; patron, Earl of Ashburnham. Previously to 
the Reformation, the advowson was vested in the 
owner of the manor of Scethrog : it was subsequently 
granted to Roger Vaughan, of Porthaml, from whom 
It descended to its present proprietor, A portion of 
the tithes, anciently appropriated to the free chapel 

. of Pencelly, are now held by the lord of the manors 
of Buckland and Soethrc^. The church, which was 
rebuilt in 1690, is a small edifice, affording accom- 
modation for about 400 persons, and consisting of 
two low aisles, with a cupola at the west end, and is 
situated close to the roaa side : a g^vestone to the 
memory of David Watkins, of Scethrog, who died 
on the ^nd of November, 1618, aged eighty-eight, 
records that he, his fiither, and his grandfather, lived 
in the parish for three hundred years : probably it 
may signify, only, that they were severally living in 
three different centuries. There is a place of wor- 
ship for Independents ; and a free day school is sup- 
ported by persons in communion with the Church of 
England. Some small bequests have been made for 
the benefit of the poor, which, having been neg- 
lected, are now nearly lost; but there are three 
separate pieces of poor's land, containing together 
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about five acres, and let at rents amountinfl^ to 
£5. 10. per annum, which sum is generally distri- 
buted on New Yearns Day among the poor not 
receiving parochial relief, in sums varying from five 
to ten shillings* 

The Roman road from Caerlleon to the Gaer, near 
Brecknock, passes through the parish, from Cathedine 
on the east to Llanhamflech on the west ; and about 
half a mile from Scethrog, on the side of the London 
road, is a cylindrical stone, rising about three feet and 
a half out of the ground, bearing an inscription in 
Roman characters, of which only the letters viCTO- 
RiNi are legible, and supposed to commemorate the 
interment of a son of Victorinus. The walls of the 
castellated mansion erected by Miles Pychard, and 
the small remains of which are incorporated in the 
walls of a &rm-house, as above noticed, appear to 
have been from two to three yards in thickness ; and 
a stone near the farm-house is said to bear a date, 
now covered with white-wash, of from seven to eight 
hundred years old : traces of a moat are still visible. 
Just above the turnpike-road is a good house, called 
Scethrog, which, though not kept up as a family 
seat, is superior to many in the principality. The 
Rev. Thomas Vaughan, a man of eccentric habits, 
but of great genius, was a native of this parish, of 
which he was rector ; he was ejected from bis living 
during the usurpation of Cromwell, and subsequently 
became eminent for his skill in experimental philor 
sophy, chemistrv, and oriental literature ; * he was 
also a respectable Latin and English poet : a cata- 
logue of his numerous publications has been pre- 
served by Wood in his *^ AtheiUB Oxonienses.** Hia 
brother, Henry Vaughan, M.D., author of the ^* Olor 
IscantUf' and several other poems, resided for some 
time in the parish, where he died in 1695, and was 
interred in the churchyard. 

LLANSANTFRAID (LLAN-SANT- 
FFRAID), a parish, in the union of Ab£ra£ron, 
lower division of the hundred of Ilar, county of 
Cardiqan, South Wales, 11 miles (s. by w.) n*om 
Aberystwidi ; containing 1*222 inhabitants. The 
village, which is situated on the road from Cardigan 
to Aberystwith, consists only of a few houses of 
mean appearance : the parish is noted for its abun- 
dant proauce of barley. The living is a discharged 
vicarage, rated in the king's books at £6. 13. 4., 
and endowed with £400 parliamentary grant ; pre- 
sent net income, £91 ; patron. Bishop of St. David's; 
impropriators. Vicars Choral of St David's. The 
church, dedicated to St Bridget, has been rebuilt, 
when fifty additional sittings were obtained, and is 
a commodious edifice, agreeably situated near the 
shore of Cardigan bay. There are places of wor- 
ship for Independents and Calvinistic Methodists* 
From 50 to 60 boys and girls are instructed in a 
day school at the expense of their parents ; and 80 
children of both sexes are taught in one of Mrs. 
Bevan's circulating charity schools in connexion 
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with the Established Church. There are also three 
Sunday schools, in one of which are about 90 males 
and females, and in another 140, who attend the 
Established Choreh; the other appertains to dis- 
senters: they are conducted gratuitously by the 
members of the congregations to which they belong. 
Leland has recorded the existence here of a large 
building, but he was unable to determine whether or 
not it was the abbey of Llanfride, of which mention 
is made in the book *< De Dotatione Ecdesia S. Da- 
vidisJ* Giraldus also speaks of Llansanfride nun- 
nery, but it is equally uncertain whether this was 
SrStuateii iiei*ip 

LLANSANTFRAID - CWM - TOYDDWR, 
county of Radnor, South Wales. — See Cwm- 

ToYDDWHw 

LLANSANTFRAID-GLAN-CONWAY 
(LLAN-SANT-FFRAID), otherwise DISERTH, 
a parish, in the union of Abrrconway, hundred of 
IsDULAS, county of Denbigh, North Wales, 
3 miles (s. e. by £•) from Aberconway ; containing 
1286 inhabitants. This parish, of which the name 
implies the church or village of St. Bridget, is situ- 
ated in the pleasant Vale of Conway^ and is bounded 
on the west by the river Conway, on the east by 
Llandrillo and Llaneliian, on the south by Bettws, 
Llangerniew, and Eglwys-VSch, and on the north 
by Llanrhos and Llangwstenyn. It comprises by 
measurement 5047a. 2r. dS/i., principally arable 
land ; the surface is generally hilly ; and the sceilery 
in many places is beautiful, the higher grounds com- 
manding a fine view of St. George's Channel. The 
agricultural produce is chiefly wheat and barley, and 
the timber principally oak : the rateable annual value 
is returned at £2766. Hendre-waelod, an ancient 
family mansion, is pleasantly situated on the banks 
of the Conway ; Pl&s-ucha, another fine old house, 
now inhabited by a farmer, was formerly occupied 
by a landed proprietor named Holland ; and Br^n- 
'steddvod is the paternal residence of the Venerable 
Hugh Chambres Jones, Archdeacon of Essex. The 
village stands on the eastern bank of the river, on 
the road from Abergele to Llanrwst, within five 
miles of the Irish Sea. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 6. 8.; patron. Bishop of St. 
Asaph : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £272 ; and there is a glebe-house. The 
church, dedicated to St Bridget^ was rebuilt in 188^, 
principally through the munificence of the VeiK 
Hugh Chambres Jones^ and is a neat plain edifice in 
the r<forman style : some elegant remains of ancient 
stained glass are preserved in the east window. A 
coin of Qmute wa» found in the walls of the old build-'' 
ing. There are places of worship for Calvinisdc and 
Wesleyan Methodists, and Biq3tists# About 60 cUb- 
dren are instructed in two day schools at the expense 
of their parents ; amd there are four Sunday bcbooIs^ 
conducted gratuitously, three of which, consisting of 



160 males and 150 females^ appertain to Calvinistic 
Methodists ; in the other are 40 males aikl 50 fe- 
males of the Baptist denomination. In 1773 a 
school-room was built with the early benefiictions of 
several individuals, on a piece of waste land called 
Brynrh^ and about fifty-six vears ago, Mr* Thomas 
Roberts made a small donation to the parish, the 
interest of which was appropriated t» the instruction 
of some poor children until about 1813, when the 
principal was called in and expended in building two 
cottages, which have since been occupied by paupers. 
In a wood near Bi^n-y-Pobt^ is an entire cromledi 
of considerable size ; and in the farm-yard at that 
place is a copious spring of water, strongly impreg- 
nated with saline particles ; and, within a few feet of 
it, a strong chalybeate spring, which deposits also a 
considerable quantity of sulphur on the sides of the 
well 

LLANSANTFRAID-GLYN-DYVRDWY 
(LLAN-SANT-FFRAID-GLYN-DYFRDWY), 
a parish, in the union of Cobw£N, hundred of Ed- 
EYRNioN, county of Merioneth, North Wajlb8, 
3 miles (n.) from Corwen; containing 183 inhabitants. 
This parish, which was anciently a chapelry to that 
of Corwen, is pleasantly situated in the north-eaal- 
ern extremity of the county, bordering on thai of 
Denbigh, and upon the banks of the river Dee. It 
comprises four hundred and fifty acres, eonsistiog of 
inclosed arable and pasture land, the whole of the 
waste within its limits harine been inclosed by pri- 
vate agreement among the landholders, in the year 
1807 : the soil is principally stony and argillaceous; 
and the surface is for the most part hilly, only a small 
tract on the margin of the Dee being subject to in- 
undation : the l5ee, which bounds the parish on the 
south, is here j/>ined by a little rivulet called the 
Morwynion, that descends aloog^ its eastern border. 
The surrounding scenery is finely varied, and in 
many parts beautifully picturesque ; and from T^ 'n- 
y-Caerau, above Rhagat, in the parish, is a fine 
view, extending oVer the fertile Va£& of Edeymiim, 
through which the Dee, in its numerous wio<Nng8, 
appears and disappears amidst flourishing woods and 
plantations, assuming the appearance of smaU lakes 
scattered dirough the vale, in which the town of Cor- 
wen forms a prominent and interesting feature, and 
beyond which the Berwyn ninge of mountauis is 
seen with peculiar advantage. The village has been 
considerably increased in size within the last few 
years, by the erection of twelve houses, together 
with a large malt-house; and many improveme«lB 
have taken place in the parish. 

The living is a discinarged rectory, rated ia the 
king's books at £1. 17. 1., and endowed witk £M0 
royal bounty ; present net ineeme, about £100, with 
a glebe house, recently erected ; patron, Bishop of 
St. Asaph. The church, dedicated to St Fread, or St. 
Bride, who flourished about the middle of the seventh 
century, is a neat and auMeot edifice^ in the early 
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style of English architecture, umi approfmgtely fitted 
up £i»r the perfbrmanee of divine service: in tiie 
ebardiyard are thiee old yew trees of remarkably 
fine growth. There is a Sunday schoeli in which 
60 males and females are instrueted by gratuitous 
teachers of the Baptist denomination ; a monthly- 
collection is also made in the school lor purchasing 
books. Griffith Roberts, in 1812, be<|iieathtd £20, 
t^ interest of which is distributed among the poorest 
persooe, on ChristMas^moming, according to the will 
of the donor. In the yilkge is a small building, now 
a dwelUn^<-bouse, called C«rchard^ Owain Glyndwr, 
er ** Owam Glyndwr*s Prison House," in which that 
renowned ckierain is said to have confined the cap- 
tives whom he took in battle. 

LLANSANTFRAID-GLYN-CERIGG 
(LLAN-SANT-FFRAID-GLYN-CEIRIOG), a 
parish, in the union of Cobwkn, hundred of Chirk, 
county of Denbigh, North Wales, 2^ miles (s. 
8. w.) from LlangoUen; containing 573 inhabitants. 
This parish, as the name implies, b situated on the 
river Ceiriog : the village occupies a low and very 
retired sitoation, entirely encompassed by lofty bills. 
It eontaim slate of excellent quality and in abun- 
dance, in procuring whicfa some estensive quarries 
are now being worked with profit to the proprietors. 
The manufacture of flannel is carried on to a coii-> 
iiderable extent ; and on .the stream of the Ceiriog 
are two fiilling*mills, to which large bleaching- 
grounds are attached. The rateable annuid value of 
3ie pasish has been returned at £1176. Fairs are 
held on February 14th, May 1st, August 1st, and 
Neveibber 1st The living is a perpetual duraey, en« 
dowed with £600 royal bounty : the annual income 
now exceeds £200, having been augmented by the 
combined munificence of the Governors of Queen 
Anne-s Bounty^ and the patron, Viscount Dun- 
gannon, who has given a convenient and valuable 
glebe, and contributed handsomely to the erection of 
a parsonage-house : the titb^ have been commoted 
for a rent-chaige of £150. The church, dedicated 
to St Bridget, has been recently restored in the 
Gothic style by the Viscount, at an expense exceed- 
ing £800, and for beanty of architecture is now 
second to few parish churches in ^ principality. 
There are two places of worship for Baptists. A 
handsome and commodious National school has been 
built, with a house, for the master ; 87 schohu^ attend 
the day, and 146 the Sunday, school, both supported 
.by annual subsdriptioos. Three small charities, 
amouitting together to £5. 14^ are distributed annu- 
ally among tl^ poor : the largest part of tibis smn is 
produced from the rent of six acres of inclosed land, 
called Tir-y-iTylodion ; but there are no documents 
connected widi the charities of the place to indicate 
the benefiEu;tors. A chalybeate spring in the parish, 
formerly in great repute for its medicinal efficacy, k 
now nearly lest by drainage. 

LLANSANTFRAID-IN-ELVEL (LLAN- 
SANT-FFRAlD«iYN-£LFAEL), apadsh, lAthe 
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union of Builth, hundred of CoLwyN, county of 
Radnor, South Wales, 5 miles (k. e. by e.) from 
Butlth; containing 313 inhabitants. This parish, 
which derives its name from tfce dedication of its 
church, is pleasantly situated on the turnpike-road 
from Builth) through New Radnor, to Kington io 
the county of Hereford ; and is bounded on the 
north by Bettws, on the south by Aberedw, Llau^ 
vareth, and Caregrioa, on the south-east by Gl&s- 
comb, and on the west by Dissertb. It comprises 
by computation 4000 acres, of which 500 are arable, 
2000 meadow and pasture, with some wood, and 1500 
common land ; the surface is boldly undulated ; and 
the hills present a singular, and^ in some instances) 
a fantastic, variety of form and aspect. The lands, 
with the exception of the more hilly parts, are in- 
closed and in good cultivation : the soil in the lower 
grounds is of a clayey nature, but not unproductive ; 
and the acclivities of the hills afford pasturage for 
sheep. The surrounding scenery, though in some 
parts pleasingly varied, is distinguished rather by 
features of wildness than of beauty; mountains Of 
various elevation, interspersed with krtile tracts o{ 
land and denuded eminences} meet the eye aUnpst on 
every side; and in some situations the views ate fine, 
particularly where enriched by plantations of fir and 
oak. The river Edwy, which joins the Wye about 
four miles below Builth, separates the parish from 
Olasoomb. Within less than a mile westward of the 
church is a neat house, pleasantly situated, and form- 
ing a good object in the scenery of the place. The 
village is on an eminence, and eommands a fine pros- 
pect of the Vale of Edwy. 

The pariflli constitutes a prebend in the collefi;iate 
church of Bredcnock, valued in the king's books at 
£5. 14. 9^. ; patron, Bishop of St. David's : tlie vi- 
carial tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge 
of £198, subject to rates, averaging £16 per annum ; 
and the incumbent has recently erected a handsome 
house, almost adjoining the church, which has muqh 
improved the appearance of the neighbourhood. The 
church is a small ancient edifice, consisting of a 
nave and chancel, with a tower at the west end, the 
upper part of whieh, having fallen, has been replaced 
by a slanting roof; it contains about two hundred 
sittings, of which ffiftv are free: the churchyards 
which contains some ue old yew trees, has a very 
picturesque appearance, and commands a good view 
of the snrrounoing mountains. Two Sunday school^} 
one in connexion with the Established Church, the 
other appertaining to dissenters, and each containing 
about 20 males and females, are supported bv sub* 
seription. An estate called Forest Colwyn, which is 
partly in this parish, and partly in that of Caregrina^ 
adjoining, forms part of the endowment of the 
Bouffhrood charity, for the apprenticing of poor 
children and other charitable uses^; and this place is 
one of the sixteen that participate in that munificent 
charity; one, and sometimes two children from it 
having: bcmi apprenticed annually ythh . premiiA^s <f 
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£6 each. Hugh Evans, in 1720, bequeathed a rent- 
charge of £2 to be paid at Midsummer and Christ- 
mas, and distributed among such poor as receive no 
parochial relief; and a small rent-charge of £l, de- 
rived from an unknown donor, for decayed house- 
keepers, has been lost. There are but slight vestiges 
of Colwyn Castle, erected here in 1242, by Ralph 
Mortimer, on the site of an encampment supposed 
to have been of British origin, for the protection of 
his newly acquired lordship of Maelienvdd, from 
which fortre&s the circumjacent hundred derived its 
name : they consist chiefly of the ancient lines of 
defence, and of a mound, now covered with under- 
wood and fir trees. A barrow near the site of the 
fortress, on being opened a few years ago, was found 
to contain a rude urn with burnt bones, &c Near 
a stream in the parish, called Camnant-Rhds, which 
is tributary to the river Edwy, is a mineral spring, 
of which the water is strongly impregnated with 
sulphur. 

LLANSANTFRAID-YN-MECHAN 
(LLAN-SANT- FFRAID-YN-MECHAIN), a 
parish, in the union of Llanvyllin, partly in the 
upper division of the hundred of Deythur, and 
partly in the lower division of that of Pool, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 6 miles (e. by n.) 
from Llanvyllin ; containing 1399 inhabitants, of 
which number 884 are in the main body of the 
parish, on the northern side of the river Vyrnwy, 
and the remainder in the several hamlets of Coll- 
vryn, Llanerchila, Tredderwen - Vawr, and Trfe- 
wylan, on the southern side of the same stream. The 
parish is beautifully situated in a very picturesque 
part of the Vale of Vyrnwy, and is divided into two 
parts by the river which gives name to that rich and 
fertile vale : it comprises a very extensive tract of 
arable and pasture land ; and in some parts of it is 
found abundance of peat, which forms the principal 
fuel of the inhabitants. The surrounding scenery is 
beautifully varied, and from the higher grounds the 
vales of SeAop and the Severn, with the lofty hills by 
which they are bounded, are pleasingly conspicuous. 
The turnpike-road from Shrewsbury, througn Llan- 
vyllin, to Bala, passes through the village, in which 
fairs are annually held on the Tuesday before Easter, 
May 22nd, and October Srd. Of the rateable annual 
value of the whole parish, the amount is £7523, of 
which £4074 have been returned for the portion in 
the hundred of Pool, and £3449 for that in the hun- 
dred of Deythur. 

The living consists of a rectory and a vicarage, 
both in the patronage of the Bishop of St. Asaph i tne 
rectory, which is a sinecure, rated in the king's books 
at £14. 6. 8., and the vicarage, which is discharged, 
at £5. 17. 6. : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £809. 15., of which a sum of £570 is 
payable to the rector, who has also a glebe of nearly 
22^ acres; £215 to the vicar, who nas a glebe of 
about 11^ acres, and a house; and £24. 15. to an 
impropriator. Th^ church, which appears to have ' 
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been built at different periods, is a neat stroclare, 
principally in the early style of English arcfattec- 
ture, and contains some good monuments : the in- 
terior was greatly Improved in 1830, by the removal 
of the old benches and the substitution of re^lar 
pews. There are places of worship for Independ- 
ents, Wesleyans, and Calvinisdc Methodists; also 
are two innints' schools, commenced in 18^ in 
which 25 females are instructed at the expense of 
their parents ; two day schools, one of which, con- 
taining 11 children, is endowed with land amounting 
to £70 per annum ; and in the other about 50 chil- 
dren are taught at their parents' expense; a Na- 
tional school, begun in 1824, and supported by sub- 
scription, in which are 80 children aaily, and 60 on 
Sundays; and seven Sunday schools, appertaining" 
to dissenters, and attended by 330 males and females. 
There are some small rent-charges appropriated to 
the poor : one of 20^. by John Williams, of Salop, in 
1714, on a field termed the Poor's Meadow, situ- 
ated in the village, is distributed among eight de- 
cayed housekeepers on every first of March; an- 
otner of £1. 6. was created in 1754, by Edward 
Whitfield, on a piece of land called Erw Cae Howel, 
to provide twelve, loaves of bread to be given to 
twelve of the poorest parishioners on every *' Welsh 
Sunday,'* thereby meaning the Sundays on which 
the service is performed in Welsh ; and a third 
charge of £2 per annum, created by Mrs. Jane Jones, 
in 1768, is payable out of a farm called Waen, but 
it has been latterly withheld under the plea of the 
statute of mortmain. The tablet in the church re- 
cords the bequest of Mrs. Griffiths, of Gravel- Hill, 
of £100, the interest of which sum, and of £20 left 
by Mrs. Seddon, in 1805, is distributed annually on 
Trinity Monday among the poor. 

There are remains of several British camps in the 
parish. In the hamlet of Trewylan, in a meadow 
which has the appearance of having once been a 
morass, is a post corresponding exacdy with the de- 
scription given by Csesar of the ancient British 
posts; it IS seen very distinctly from the Meivod 
road, about a Quarter of a mile from Pont-y-Pentre. 
On the hill called the Voel, on the Llanvyllin road, 
are the remains of an old British camp, the site of 
which is in some degree con/cealed by the partial 
plantation of the hill; but the fosse and dyke are 
clearly discernible from Pont-y-Pentre and the 
Llangedwin road. There was also a post on the 
latter road, occupying the summit of Winllan hill, 
of which the intrencbments, though not so clearly 
defined, may still be traced. About two miles dis- 
tant are vestiges of an ancient encampment, called 
Clawdd C6ch, which, from its form, is supposed to 
have been of Roman construction. The situation of 
this post near the confluence of the rivers Tanat, 
and Vyrnwy, and commanding the entrance into 
the vales of the Severn and Tanat, and also into 
that of Llansantfraid, was highly advantageous for 
the defence of the mines of Llanymynechi which are 
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considered to have been worked by the Romans. 
Beings so close to the river Vyrnwy, it has suffered 
some demolition, part of the mtrenchroent on that 
side having been washed away by the riven This 
post, which is but little known, has been thought by 
some antiquaries to be the Mediolamtm of Antoninus ; 
but its relative dbtance from Heriri Mon$j or Tom- 
men-y-Mfir, on one side, and from Rutunium and 
Urieanhuny on the other, does not agree with that 
mentioned in the Itinerary* 

LLAN-SANT-SIOR, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales. — See Kegidock. 

LLANSAWEL (LLAN-SAWEL), a parish, 
in the union of Llandilo-Vawr, lower division of 
the hundred of Cato, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 11 miles (n.) from Llandilo-Vawr, 
on the road to Lampeter; comprising the hamlets of 
£dwinsford with Glynn, and Wen with Genol, and 
containing 982 inhabitants. This parish is plea- 
santly situated on tlie small river Cothy, and is in- 
tersected by a tributary of that stfeam, which falls 
into it near the village : over each is a neat bridge. 
The lands are for the greater part inclosed and in a 
state of good cultivation; the surrounding scenery 
is pleasingly diversiBed with wood and water ; and 
from some of the higher grounds are fine prospects 
extending over a tract of well-cultivated couutry. 
Edwinsford, called in Welsh << Rh^d Odyn," the 
seat of the femily of Williams, whose ancestors have 
represented the county in parliament for several 
ajg^es, and now the seat of Sir James Hamlyn Wil- 
liams, Bart, is in the parish, beautifuUv situated on 
the eastern bank of the river Cothy, and ap- 
proached by a stately avenue of lofty trees: the 
mansion appears to have been formerly of greater 
magnitude; the grounds, which are extensive and 
jucnciously disposed, comprehend much beautiful 
scenery. Upon one of the highest hills, a struc- 
ture, erectea by an ancestor of the present pro- 
prietor, probably as a fortress, though subsequently 
used as a place of amusement, and which formed a 
conspicuous object in the view, has long since been 
suffered to fall into decay. A market, formerly held 
here, has been for many years- discontinued ; but 
fiurs still take place annually on the first Friday 
after the 12th of May, July 15th, October 2drd, 
and on the first Friday after the 12th of Novem- 
ber. By the Boundary Act this was made a pollings 
station m the election of a knight for the shire. 

The living is a vicarage, annexed to that of Cayo: 
the tithes Imve been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£384, of which £232 are payable to the impropri- 
* ator, subject to rates that average £6. 4. (f. ; and 
£102 to the vicar, subject to rates, averaging 
£4. 15. 5. ; and the incumbent has also a glebe of 
four acres, valued at £4 per annum* There is a 
place of worship for Methodists : about 30 children 
are instructed in a day school, at the expense of their 
parents, with the exception of six, who are paid for 
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by Lady Mary Williams; and 70 males and 35 
females are tai^t gratuitously on Sunday by Cal- 
vinisdc Methodists, the poor of which body also par- 
ticipate in the benefit of Mrs. Mary Griffiths' charity 
at Llangeitho, which amounts, for distribution among 
them, to from £15 to £20 annually. William Jones 
bequeathed £10, directing the interest to be divided 
among the poor communicants of the parish, but 
this money was lost by being placed in the hands 
of a person who became insolvent. John Thomas 
Philipps, preceptor to William, Duke of Cumber- 
land and other members of the Royal Family, 
and author of some well-known Latin Epistles, was 
a native of this place, to which he intended to be- 
queath £60 per annum for the support of a school 
for the gratuitous instruction of toe children of the 
poor inlmbitants, but dying before his will was duly 
signed, the legacy was lost. 

LLANSILIN (LLAN-SILIN), a parish, in the 
union of Oswestry, principally in toe Cynlleth 
division of the hundred of Chirk, county of Den- 
bigh, North Wales, extending also into the Eng* 
lish county of Salop, in which it comprises the 
township of Sychdin, or Soughton, 6 miles (s.) from 
Oswestry ; and containing 20^ inhabitants, of which 
number I8d2 are in the county of Denbigh. This 
parish, which is from seven tb eight miles in lenfl^th, 
and from four to five in breadth, is finely situated on 
the river Cynlleth : the lands are inclosed and in a 
high state of cultivation ; and the soil is fertile and 
productive, the rateable annual value being returned 
at £6146: the surrounding scenery b richly varied, 
and the views over the adjacent country abound with 
interest and variety. Glasgoed, an ancient seat of 
the family of Kyffin, afterwards conveyed by mar- 
riage to Sir William Williams, Speaker of the House 
of Commons, and now the property of his descend- 
ant. Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Bart, forms an 
interesting feature in the scenery of the place ; and 
Plas Newydd, formerly the seat of a branch of the 
Myddeltons of Chirk Castie ; and Pen-y-Bont, at 
one period the property of the fieunily of Maurice, 
are also within the parish. Here was likewise an 
old residence of Owain Glyndwr, called Sycharth, 
which was seated on an eminence and surrounded 
by a park, containing fish-ponds, deer, &C., the beau- 
ties of which are described by his bard, lolo Goch, 
in a poem still extant. It was occupied by this chief 
before liis removal to Glyn-Dyvrdwy, or the Valley 
of the Dee, between Llangollen and Corwen, where 
Sycharth has commonly, but erroneouslv, been sup- 
posed to have stood. The court of the manor of 
Cynlleth Owain was kept in the parlour of the 
mansion, until towards the close of^ the last cen- 
tury : at present there are scarcely any remains of 
the building. Above the house are the ruins of a 
keep, or castellet, surrounded with a high mound 
and deep ditcL The manufiacturo of flannel is car- 
ried on to a small extent ; on the river Cynlleth is a 
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fulling-mill^ which prepares the flannel for the Mont- 
gMneryshiK markets; and another small concern is 
chiefly employed in spinning yarn for the manufiac* 
turers at Oswestry. Fairs, chiefly for the sale of 
live stock, are annoally held in the Tillage on April 
6th, July lOth, and September 21st 

The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's bodes 
at £d; present net income, £307; patr#n. Bishop 
of St Asaph : the tithes of the Welsh portion of the 
parish, consisting of several townships, have been com- 
muted for variotis rent-barges, araouoting to £655, 
of which a sum of £431. 2. 2. is payable to the 
Bishop, Dean, and Chapter, with a small glebe at^ 
taohed, of nearly 5| acres; £219 to the vicar, who 
has also two small glebes, of nearly 5| acres ; and 
£5 to the parish-clerk ; the whole snlbiect to rates, 
averaging jt25. 15. 6. per annum. The church, 
dedicated to St Giles, is a spacious and hai^dsome 
structure, in the later style oi English architecture, 
with a very neat tower, erected in 1 831 ; and a new 
church built on the confines of the parish, at Rhydy- 
croesan was consecrated in August 1838, and con- 
tains 800 sittings, of which 200 are free. There 
are places of worship for Baptists and Calvinistic 
and Wesleyan Methodists. About 60 children are 
instructed in two day acbools connected with Cal- 
viaistic Methodists; a National school, containing 
about 60 children daily, with a few in addition on 
Sundays, is partly supported by £4, allowed towards 
the education ot poor children, partly by subscrip- 
tion, but chiefly by payments from the parents ; and 
there are several Sunday schools, appertaining to 
dissenters and conducted by voluntary teachers, in 
which are about ^0 males and females. 

Watkin Kyffin, in 1700, beqneadied £52, and 
Edward Maurice, in 1732, left £26, the interest of 
both sums for distribution weekly in bread to the 
poor. In 1740 Sir William Williams bequeathed to 
the parish the sum of £200, and the estates of the 
Williams' fiunily having come into tlie possession of 
the house of Wynnstay, on the anion of the two by 
marriage, it is supposed that a sum of £10, annually 
paid before Christmas by the i^nt of Sir W« W. 
Wynne, is the interest of this legacy, now become a 
charge on the estate. Among the other b^iefactors 
of the parish were Sir William Myddelton, who, in 
1717, bequeathed £20; Mrs. Ann Myddekon, who 
left £42 ; Richard Williams and John Foulkes, who 
each left £20 ; and Mr. Price Maurice £27 : these 
are among the consolidated charities, which include 
other minor gifts, and, with the proceeds arising 
fpom some portions of land severally bequeathed by 
Edward ap Thomas, in 1657, and by Mrs. Rogers 
and others, form a fund for distribudon to the poor 
on St Thomas's-day. The parish is incorporated 
with the adjacent one of Chirk, and with nine or ten 
others in the county of Salop, for the common sup- 
port of their poor in the house of industry at Os- 
westry. Huw Morris, the poet, as he is emphati** 
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cally called, because he excelled all others in the 
snuootb and flowing awm, or song writing, was a 
native of the parish : he was born at Pont-y-MeibioB 
in the valley of Ceiriog, in 1622, and<lied in 1709, 
as appears from his tombstone in the churchyard, 
having lived in six reigns, exdasively of the perio4 
of the commenweaUh : his songs, carols, ^oid other 
pieces, some hundreds in number, and many of them 
adapted to the times, have been collected, and were 
published in two volumes, at Wrexham, in 1-823. 

LLANSPYTHID, or LLANSPYDDID 
(LLAN-SPYDDYD), a parish, comprising the 
hamlets of Llanspythid, (or the ^< Church Hamlet,") 
Modrydd, and Penpent, in the hundred of Dbvy*- 
NOCK, union and coonty of Babcknogk, SouTff 
Wales; and containing 483 inhabitants, of whidi 
number 212 are in the hamlet of Llanspythid, 2 
miles (w.) from Brecknock. The name of this place, 
originally ^^ Llan-y-Spitty,'' of which its modem ap- 
pellation is said to be a corruption, is derived from 
an ancient Aofp^'uiii, formeriy supported liere bjr 
the priory of Malvern, in the coun^ of Worcester, 
to which establishment Milo Fitz- Walter gcanted 
the manor and advowson. The parish is bouaded 
on the north by the river Usk, over which are thatee 
bridges, situated respectively at Aberbr&n, Aber- 
camuus, and Peopont : of these, the first was buik 
and is kept in repair at the joint expense of the 
hundreds of Devynodc and Merthyr-Cyni^, and 
the other two, which are private property, are re^ 
paired by the proprietors of the lands in which they 
are situated. In the lower part, the parish is inters 
sected by the turnpikci-road between Brecknock and 
Carmarthen, from which, near the farmer town, a 
branch leads through the upper part of it to Marthyr- 
TydviL The annual value of the rateable property 
in the whole of the parish is £8692, of whica £1526 
is the return for the hamlet of Llanspythid. The 
village is beautifully situated on the south bank of 
the river, embosomed in a luxuriant grove of stately 
trees ; the surrounding scenery is liighly picturesque, 
and the views over the Vale of Usk and the adjacent 
country are rich in every variety of romantic beauty. 
From the village towards Aberbran the vale is ex- 
ceedingly aarrow ; but the view of the river below 
Venni-Vficfa wood, with the richly wooded heights 
that inclose the vale, is beautifully picturesque, to 
which the church of Aberysdr forms a pleasing addi- 
tion. Beyond Aberbrfin the river expantb con- 
siderably ; and it b seen winding its devious course 
through the fine grounds of Penpont, a seat in die 
hamlet of that name, which is noticed under its own 
head, and in which it forms an interesting and highly 
ornamental feature* Abercamlais, a good residenee; 
and the remains of Aberbrftn, the ancient seat df 
^e Williams' fieunily, are also in the same hamlet; 
and all three are within two miles of each other, en 
the south bank of the Usk. Cevn Pare, another 
house, is situated in the parish, on a gentle emineneci 
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oommanding a delightful view of the vile below, and 
extendiae over the town of Brecknock. 

The uving is a discharged vicarage, rated ia 
the king's books i^ £5w 17. 8^.; and the tithes of 
the whole parish have been commuted for a rent-^ 
charge of £417, of which, with the exception of 
£55j payable to the archdeacon of Brecon out of 
the commataUon for the hamlet of Penpont, two* 
thirds belong to the Marquess Camden, who is 
patron and impropriator, and one^third to the vicar, 
who has also a gleoe of four acres, valued at £6 per 
wmura : the commutation for Uanspythid or Church 
Ham^let amounts to £200. The diurch, dedicated to 
St. Cattw^ and situated near the high road^ is a 
leoff h>w building, consisting of a nave and chancel, 
with a small belfry at the west end : the churchvard 
is planted with yew trees, several of which have 
attained a prodigious growth, but are now beg^ning 
to decay ; one of these, whk^h are considered to be 
some of the finest in the county, is twenty-seven feet 
in girth : in the cemetery was formerly an ancient 
stone, insmbed with a rude cross, said to have com*' 
memerated Brychan, Prince of Brycheiniog^ or his 
fiither. The vicarage-^ovse, to which about five 
acres of gkbe land are attached, is a very indifferent 
building) situated in the vilUffe. In the hamlet of 
Penpont is a chapel called Bettws; and there are 
places of worship for Baptists and Calvinistic Me- 
thodists, the latter of waich is in the hamlet of 
Modr^dd* A few children are instructed in a day 
school at the expense of their parents; and there 
are two Sunday schools, one of which is supported 
by subscription ; and iu the other some males and 
females are taught gratuitously by Baptists* Mr. 
T(rf>ms Williams, ia 1663^ left a rent>charg)e of 
£2. 12. on the lands of Modr^dd to be distribu^d in 
bread to poor widows; Mrs. Catherine Games, in 
1721, bequeathed the aum of £260, since laid out in 
the purchase of land, the produce ta be given in 
bread, in equal portions, to the poor of the patishes 
of LlanspyUiid and St. David's, and of the ^apt\ij 
of St Mary's ; and a poor woman from this place is 
eligible to form one ot the twelve sisters in Uie hos* 
pttal founded by the same benevoleBt lady at Lkui<- 
vaes, in the parish of St David^s> Brecon. 

On a hill above Aberhran are the reasabs of a 
small encampment, termed the Gaer, appajmitly of 
British offigin ; it is nearly of aa oval form, and is 
defended by a single rampart: this fortification, 
which crowns the summit of the hil^ commands a 
magnificent view of the Vale of Usk^ wUh the wind- 
ings of die river, en the opposite bank of which, 
and iamiediately in front of the Gai^r, is another 
emiitence, crowned with a similar intrenchment In 
tike vale, near the inlux of a small rivulet into the 
Usk, near Penpont, was a castle, built by Ehion 
Sais, a Welsh chieftain who attended Edward III. 
in most of his wars, and was present at the memoi* 
raUe battle of Cressy and Pmctiers: this castle 
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afterwards descended to Sir David Gam, but not a 
vestige of it is now distinguishable. At some di>* 
tance to the sou^^west, at a place called Blaen^ 
gwithid, are traces of the ^< Sarn Lleon," a Roman 
road, originally extending from the station Deva 
(Chester) toJVidbrm (Neath); but aft^ passing an 
artificial mcmnd, supposed to have been the she of 
an exploratory station, and subsequently of a fort, or 
keep, probably constructed in the reign of John, by 
Maud de St Valeri, wife of William de Breos, it is 
lost in its course into the Vale of Usk, where it 
i»'ossed the Via Julia Montana frt>m CaerileoR, by 
the *< Gaer,*' near Brecknock, to Maridunum. 

LLANSTADWELX. (LLAN^STUDWAL), 
a parish, in the hundred of Rb6s, union and county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, 3 milea (b. by s.) 
from Milford; oontaining 833 inhabitants. This 
parish^ which is situated on the northern shore of 
Milford Haven, comprises a considerable tract of 
fertile and well-cultivated land, with some portion's 
of hilly ground, which, from its steepness, is but ill 
adapted to repay the expense and lanour of cultiva* 
tion. Still the agriculture is not indifferent ; though 
there are few farmers of much capital, and others 
display little inclination to acfapt the English sys^ 
terns. A visible improvement has recently taken 
place in the ^neral roads, but they are yet fer from 
good, which is the more to be regretted, as the oom^ 
munication between the adjacent towns of Haver- 
fordwett^ Milford, and Pembroke Dock is on the 
increase* Owing to the contiguity ef the Royal 
yard at the last place, whwh is immediately opposite 
the parish on the other nde of the river, the popu- 
lation has been very considerably augmented of late 
yeurs. The rateable annual value has been returned 
at £3020. At Nayland, situated within the limits 
of the parish, it was once in contemplation to con* 
struct a dock-yard, for, which purpose some lands in 
the vicinity were purchased, on both sides of the hat- 
boar, on which to erect worla far its security and 
defence. Considerable progress has been maide in 
the erection of one of the fortresses on the opposite 
side of the haven, but upon the death of the late Sir 
John Philipps, fether of the late Lord Milford, who 
was the principal promoter of the design, the plan 
was abandoned, after two ships of war only had been 
built, the " Prince of Wales,'' of seventy-four guns, 
and the ** Milford" frigate. The aurrounding scenery 
is varied, combining toe fine expanse of water in the 
haven on the south, and the spacious open channel 
on the west, with exten^ve tracts ef ricUy cultivated 
country on the north and east In the vicinity are 
aeveral good houses, of whidi there are within the 
parish, Jin-danstoo^ Haysten, and Newtcm, a dilapi«> 
•dated oki bouse on a valuable estate. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
kifig^ books at £7. 17., endowed with £2<K> royal 
boanty, and £^0 pariiamentary g^rant, and in the 
patroni^ of the Rev. A. Crymes : two^thirds of the 
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great and small tithes are impropriate, and the re- 
maining third belongs to the vicar, now commuted 
into a rent-charge of £110, of which \0s. are in lieu 
of f^ter offerings ; and there is a glebe of 7^ acres, 
valued at £10 per annum. The church, dedicated 
to St. Tudwal, is an ancient structure in good repair, 
pleasantly situated on the margin of the haven, in 
the southern part of the parish. There is a place of 
worship for Wesleyan M ethodbts : about 25 children 
are instructed in two day schools at the expense of 
their parents ; and there is a Sunday school, m which 
40 males and females are taught eratuitously. A 
munificent bequest was made oy ^e late Richard 
Mathias, of liayston, Esq., of all his personal ef- 
fects, amounting to nearly £1900, for founding and 
endowing a charity school, wherein the poor ohudren 
of this, and the adjoining parish of Rhosmarket, were 
to be educated, the clergymen of both places for 
the time being to be trustees ; but, owing to law ex- 
penses, the fund has been reduced to about £1200, 
which is appropriated according to the intention of 
the donor. Some remains of two ancient British 
encampments, comprising each an area of about one 
acre, are visible ; one situated at the north-eastern 
extremity of the parish, nearly opposite the village 
of Rhosmarket, and the other at its south-western 
extremity, on a point on the shore of Milford 
Haven. 

LLANSTEPHAN (LLAN-STEPHAN), a 

Erish, in the higher division of the hundred of 
ERLLYS, union and county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 8 miles (s. s. w.) from Carmarthen ; 
containing 1253 inhabitants. This parish, which de- 
rives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St. Stephen, was distinguished at a verv early period 
for a fortress of great strength, erectea on the sum- 
mit of a bold eminence projecting into the bay of 
Carmarthen, and defending tne entrance of the river 
Towy, which falls into the bay at this place : bv 
whom, or at what precise time it was founded is 
unknown. Cadell, Meredydd, and Rhts, sons of 
Grufydd ab Rh^, Prince of South Wales, having, 
in the year 1143^ possessed themselves of Carmar- 
then Castle, were encouraged to appear before that 
of Llanstephan, the relief of which was attempted by 
a large body of Anglo-Normans; but success still 
attending the arms of the Welsh chieftains, these 
forces were defeated, and the fortress was taken. 
Meredydd, to whom its custody was entrusted, was 
here vig^orously assailed by the Normans, who soon 
after laid siege to it. The Welsh commander suf- 
fered them to complete their preparations for the 
attack ; the scaling ladders were fixed and manned ; 
but just as the assailants were gaining the battle- 
ments he brought certain engines, which he had con- 
trived for that purpose, to bear upon the enemy, 
and precipitated them to the ground. The Normans, 
frustrated in their attempt upon the castle, raised 
the siege and retired ; but after a short time renew- 
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ing their attempts, they ultimately obtained posses^ 
sion of it In 1216 it was taken and destroyed by 
Llewelyn ab lorwerth; and after being rebuilt, it 
was successfully attacked, in 1254, by Llewelyn ab 
Grufydd. 

The parish is beautifully situated on the shore of 
Carmartnen bay, and is bounded on the north-east 
by that of Llangain ; on .the north-west by those of 
Llangunnock and Llandilo A-bercowan, and on the 
west and south by the sea : it comprises by admea- 
surement 5000 acres, of which 2500 are arable, 
2000 pasture, and the rest wood, rocks, and waste. 
The common lands were inclosed by act of parlia- 
ment obtained in 1807, under the provisions of wbidi 
a very considerable portion was allotted to the re- 
spective landowners. The surrounding scenery is 
highly pleasing, and in many parts of the parish 
beautifully picturesque ; the views over the fine open 
bay are interesting and extensive ; and the course of 
the river Towy, with its richly wooded banks, still 
further enlivens and diversifies the prospect. Within 
the parish are some elegant seats and nandsome re- 
sidences, which add greatly to the beauty and variety 
of the scenery. Llanstephan Place, an el^;ant 
modern mansion, built upon an estate formerly be- 
longing to the Lloyds, is beautifully situated in a 
richly wooded demesne, with a fine open lawn sloping 
gradually from the front of the house to the margin 
of the Towy. Laques, the seat of the ancient family 
of Lloyd, the former proprietors of Llanstephan 
Place, is a substantial residence, now much neglected, 
in a very sequestered part of the parish, containing 
some pleasing rural scenery. Llanstephan Cottage 
is finely situated near the river, sheltered in the rear 
by rising grounds covered with young plantations, 
and commands a beautiful view of 3ie bay; the 
grounds, which are tastefully disposed, open upon 
the sands, which are peculiarly fine, and in summer 
afford to the inhabitants an interesting and agreeable 
marine parade. Maesgwynne is situated on an 
elevated site, embracing an extensive view of the 
hills, and is surrounded with plantations. The ap- 
pearance of the village is peculiarly interesting ; but, 
from its retired situation, beine distant from any 
great thoroughfare, it is not much frequented by visH 
tors : it unites all the advantages of a maritime situ- 
ation with the tranquil retirement of an inland vil<^ 
lage, and has a greater number of opulent Bunilies 
resident in it than any other in the neighbourhood 
of Carmarthen. An excellent turnpike-road leads 
from it to Carmarthen ; and a ferry across the river 
Towy communicates widi the viUage of Ferryside, 
on the opposite shore, in the parish of St. IshmaePs. 
The parish also contains the village of Llanybree. 
Limestone is quarried^ about 1000 tons of which are 
burnt every year. 

The living, rated as a vicarage in the king's books 
at £8. Id. 4., is a perpetual curacy» with that of 
Llangunnock annexed, endowed with £200 private 
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benefiiietion, £600 royal bounty, and £1500 parlia- 
mentary ^rant; net income, £101, with a glebe- 
boose; patrons Messrs. Morris, bankers, of Cfutnar- 
then, and Miss Lloyd^ who are impropriators of the 
tithes, which have been commuted for a rent-charge 
of £529 ; and there is a glebe attached, of 2d acres, 
valued at £17 per annum. The church, dedicated 
to St. Stephen, is an ancient structure with a lofty 
tower, and is about 120 feet in length and 90 in 
breadth. In the hamlet of Lbmybree was formerly 
a ehapel of ease, which, in ancient recorcb, is called 
the Marble Churdi, and is now appropriated to the 
use of a congregation of Independents. There is 
alto another place of worship for Independents, and 
one each for Calvinistic ana Wesleyan Methodists ; 
and two day and Sunday National schools, contain- 
ing 50 males and 50 feiaales, are supported by sub- 
scription. There are some remains of the ancient 
CBsUe, consisting chiefly of the shell, which is tolera- 
bly entire, especially the principal entrance: from 
the towers, which are still accessible by means of the 
old staircase, tboueh greatly dilapidated, may be 
obtained a fine marine view, embracing a portion of 
the Glamorganshire and Pembrokeshire coasts. St. 
Anthony's well, in this parish, was once in very high 
repute mr the many rairaeulous cures effected by the 
water, under the ausjnoes of its patron saint ; but it 
is now entirely neglected. 

LLANSTEPHAN (LLAN-STEPHAN), a 
parish, in the union of Hat, hundred of Pains- 
castle, county of Radnor, South Wales, 7 miles 
(w. by N.) from Hay; containing 261 inhabitants. 
This parish, which clerives its name from the dedi- 
cation of its church, contains by computation 
from 1800 to 2000 acres; is situated upon the 
river Wye, which here forms the boundary line be* 
tween the counties of Radnor and Brecknock ; and 
is separated by the stream Bftchwy from the adjacent 
parish of Llandeilo-Oraban. The greater portion 
of the land is uninclosed and uncultivated ; and the 
surrounding scenery, though pleasingly varied, and 
enlivened by the meandering Wye, is not charac- 
terised by any peculiarity of feature. An elegant 
cottage residence, built by the late W. Wiikins, 
Esq., of Mae^wck, forms an interesting object in 
the scenery of the place. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, endowed with £400 royal bounty, and £200 
parUunentary grant; present net income, £67; patron 
and appropriator, Preoendary in the CollJ^;iate Church 
of Brecknock, whose tithes have been commuted for 
a rent-charge of £180, and who has a glebe of 2 
acres, valued at as many pounds. The* diurch, 
dedicated to St Stephen, and situated on the sum- 
mit of a rocky eminence of considerable elevation, is 
not distinguished by any architectural details. A 
small farm is the parish called Pentre, comprising 
about 11 acres, and yieMing a rent of £7. 10., is 
supposed to have he&k purcmtted with a bequest of 
£60 by Thomas Havurd, in 1681 ; and the rentj 
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together with two small charges of 5«. each from un- 
known donors, is distributed before E^ter among 
the settled poor not receiving parochial aid, generally 
in sums of 10«. 

LLANSTINAN (LLAN-STINAN), a parish, 
in the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of 
Dewisland, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 
2^ miles (s. by w.) from Fishguard; containing 170 
inhabitants. The name appears to be derived by 
contraction from that of the saint (Justinian) 
to whom the church is dedicated. The parish is 
pleasantly situated on the road from Haverfordwest 
to Fishguard, and is bounded on the north by the 
latter place, from which it is separated by the 
Western Cleddy river, the source of which is m the 
vicinity; the parish of Llanvair-Nant-y-6ove is on 
the south, that of Llanychaer on the east, and that 
of Jordanston on the west It comprises a large 
portion of arable and pasture land, which is for the 
most part inclosed, ana produces rich crops of wheat, 
barley, oats and grass ; and all kinds of wood grow 
in great luxuriance : the rateable annual value of the 
property is returned at £600. The suijounding 
scenery is pleasingly varied, and the views from the 
higher grounds embrace extensive prospects over 
the adjacent country, which abounds witn interest- 
ing features. The ancient mansion of the familv of 
Symmons, which had been suffered to remain in a 
neglected state for some time, has been modernized 
or rebuilt; and there are several other mansions, 
adding considerably to the eeneral effect of the 
scenery, which is also mudi enlivened by the course of 
the Cleddy river, running with many beautiful wind- 
ings, to Milford Haven, and forming one of the 
finest estuaries in the kingdom. A slate quarry is in 
operation, giving employment to two or tnree hands. 
The turnpike-road from 'Haverfordwest to Fishguard 
passes through the parish. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, endowed with £600 royal bounty, and £200 
parliamentary grant ; net income, £100; patron, CoL 
Owen ; appropriator, Subchanter in the cathedral 
church of St David's. The church is not distinguished 
by any interesting architectural details. 

LLANTHETTY, or LLANDDETTY 
(LLAN-DDETTI), a parish, in the hundred of 
Penceixt, union and county of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 6 miles (n. w.) from Crickhowel, 
near the road to Brecknock ; consisting of the ham- 
lets of Dyfryn and Vro, and containing 520 inhabit- 
ants. Tnis parish extends from the south bank of 
the river Usk, which forms its northern boundary, to 
the confines of Glamorganshire : it is separated from 
the parish of Llangynider, in the hundred of Crick- 
howel, by the river Orawnon, and from the parish of 
Llanvigan by the Carvaneli ; and is traversed by the 
high road between Crickhowel and Brecknock. The 
surface of the surrounding country is irregular, and 
is beautifully diversified with bill and dale, and 
ornamented with wood and water : the river Usk, the 
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bankA of which are in many places richly wooded, of the parish in 1727, diarged eertata lands with the 

forms several pleasing waterfalls in its progress over annual payment of die interest of £20, for the in* 

its rooky channel ; several of the adjacent hills are struction of poor children in the Catechina of the 

lofty and clothed with wood, and from a^me of them Church of EngplaDd, and to teach tbem to write their 

are obtained extensive prospects. From Chat called names; but the bequest has been rendered unav^labk 

Tor-y-Voel it is said that portions of thirteen coun* through neglect There are two day achooht in 

ties may be seen : on the north are the Black Moun*- which 60 children are instrnoled at ttife expemae of 



tains of Talgarth, and to the east the Sugar Loaf their parents ; and a Sunday sdiooL 

mountain, chi the border of Monesouthshire. The In constructing that part of the Bredcnock and 

soil is in general light and gravelly, and the chief Abergavenny canal whicn passes through this pitfisfa, 

agricultunu produce, wheat, barley, oats, and turnips : a Roman sacrificial instrument, called a seeegpita, was 

and the annual value of the rateable property in the discovered ; and in dinii^ for the same purpose ia 

parish has been returned at £S247, of which £2031 a wet and marshy weodaeveral treee were fbond, at 

IS for the hamlet of Vro, and £1216 for that of the depth of four or five feet below the sur&ee, ea-» 

Dyfryn* Llanthetty Hall, situated in a very secluded tirely black, and of a peculiarly hard conaisteneyi 

part of the Vale (^ Usk, embosomed in lofty hills The Roman road from T\lna AmmU^ near Cardi^ 

clothed with luxuriant woods, is a neat mansion, of to the station at Caer-Bannau, near Breckoockt tra* 

which the grounds are pleasing, and the views from verses the parish from south to north, indiiUM^^ to 

them, though not extensive, very beautiful ; and the eastward, as it descends hito the Vale of Usk» 

there are several other neat villas, among which is and crosses the river Carvaaell* Maes«mawr, in this 

that of Ashford. The rectory-house is pleasantly parish, of which he was a native, was once the red* 

situated on the banks of the Usk, on the opposite side aence of Jenkin Jones, a colonel in the parliaiaent* 

of which runs the tornpike-road from Brecknock arian army, during the civil war of the seventeesth 

to Cricknowel and Abergavenny. On the banks of century, who distii^uidied himself by his republioan 

the CarvanelU just above its coeflutoce with the principles and determined hostility to the Establishnd 

Usk, two miles eastward from the church, stands the Church: so violent were these, that, on being in* 

considerable village of Talybont There are four formed of the landing of Charies 11^ at the RestonH 

corn-mills, and at^ut four hands are employed in a tion, he is said to have mounted his horse, ridden 

small iron-factory, and the same number in a card- through the churchyard, and, disdiarging a pistol at 

ing-mill, connected with tiie manufacture of the the churdi door, in which (he perforation made by 

coarse woollen doth of the country* The Breck- the ball is still shown, exckumed aloud, ^ Ah ! than 

nock and Abemvenny canal passes through the whore of Babylon, thou'lt have it all thy own way 

parish from north-west to south-east, affording means now.** 

for the exportation of the coal and limestone procured LLANTHEW (LL AN-DDE WI ), a p^risht 

in the neighbouring parishes, and the importation of partly in the hundred of MsKTBYR-OnK^G, and 

articles of merchandise from Bristol and Newport, rartly in that of P£ncbllt, union and ooun^ of 

On its banks, at Talybont, are some limekilns and BreckmocIc, South Wales, H mile (n. if«s*) mm 

coal wharis, to which the above-mentioned minerals Brecknock; oentaining 817 inhabhantfe. Thia pa* 

are brought by an iron railroad, which, from the rish, which tdces its name from the saint to whom 

mountains to the south, has branches to the Trede- the church is dedicated, was anciently a residence of 

gar, Romney, and Bute iron- works. the Bishops of St. David'e, who had a castellated 

The living is a rectory, with the perpetual curacy mansion here, which was in mins in the time of 

of Taf-Vechan annexed, rated in the hinges books Lehind, who also speaks of a hovse belonging to the 

at £7. 10. 7^. ; patron, J. P. Gwyane Holford, Esq. ; Archdeacon of Bredcnodc, that had likewise foUen 

the tithes have been cotamuted for a rent^charge of into decay. During the Interregnum, the manor 

£395, of which £55 are payable to an impiopnator, was seised by the parliament, aM sold to David 

and £340 to the rector, who has also a house, and Morji^, Esq*, but was reeoivered to the see of St 

glebe of 17 acres, valued at £45. 15. 6. per annum. David's after the Restoration. The village is plea* 

The church, dedicated to St Det]ta» is a neait strac* santly situated on the river Honddd, about a mile 

ture in the later style of English architecture, qobf- and a half above its confloenee wkh the Usk at 

sisting only of a small nave and chancel, 66 feet in Brecknodc, and within faidf a mile of the high read 



length and 24 in breadth, with a low tower at the from Brecknock to I£sy, which intersects the parish: 

western end ; and is appropriately fitted up for the it con^iactly surrounds the church, the oemeta^ at- 

accommodation of the parishioners ; it is situated tached to whidh commands a delightful riew of m 

within a few yards of the Usk, by the hamlet of rich landscape, bounded by the hM enuntaoes on 

Dj^fryn. In the hamlet of Vro is the chapel of the northern side of the vale of Usk» and by the 

Taf*Vecban, the livii^ of which is a perpetual heights inclosing the ^i^oedv glen through which the 

curacy, endowed with i^O royal bounty, and £200 Honddu flows, the whole for the most part present* 

parliamentary grant The Rev. John Davi^ rector ing a acene of high cultivation* The return of the 
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sfttedble annual value of tiit whole pariaL. anMOto ingly ronanlio appeaianoe^ finely eontragtedwidi the 

to i&l960, of yHhyck £1209 are for the portion in the acenety by which the lower ereuods in the vicinity 

hundred of Penoelly) and £771 for that in the hun* are distinguished. Though its situation is so ele* 

clrod of Merthyf-Cynog* The Bishop of St. David's vated that the snow remaias uaindied upon its 

lM>l(b a court leet annualiy^ at which nis steward pre« border for the greater part of the year, yet its waters 

aides, and anoiefttly a oourt baron was also held here, aboMnd widi trout of superior quiuity, and with eels 

but this has long been cttsoentinued. of extraordinary sae^ The nver Sawdde has its 

The liring is a perpetual cnraey, endowed with source in the lake, and, after traversing the parish, 

iClOOO royal bounty ; net income, £89 ; patron and folia into the Towy, near Llangadock; and the source 

appnM>riator, ArchoMcon of Bfeaknock» whose tithes of the Usk, also, is not for from the lake, wiiich river 

have beea commuted for a rent-^^harge of £300, and forms the boundary between this parish and the 

wha has agkbe of 8 acres, valued at £20 per annum* county of Brecon, and after running by Trecastle, 

The chmw, dedicated to St Dewi, or i)avid, and Brecon, and Usk, foils into the Bristol Channel be- 

oae of the oldest religious edifices in the eeunty, is a low Newport. A foir is annually held in the viUage 

crociform structure, in the early style of English on the 10th of October. The hvin^ is annexed ta 

ardiitectufe, anciently qMcious : from the intersec- the vicarage of Llangadock : the tithes have been 

tion rises a low tower havkig a conical loo^ erected commuted for a rent*charee of £180, of which £80 

in 16S1 : the windows are lancet-shaped, and appear are paid to the Bishop of St. David% £40 to the 

to have been originally surmounted with handaome Prebendary of Llanvynydd, and £60 to the vicar. 

freestODe monldinga. There is a Sunday sdiod, for The diurch, dedicated to St* ISmon and St. Jude, is 

wluch books are furnished by subscdptimi ; and a inconveniently situated at the eastern extremity of 

poor woman of the parish is eligible to be selected the parish, at the foot of the Blade Mountain : ac- 

aa one of the inmates of Mrs. Catherine Games's oordin^ to tradition it formerly stood at a place called 

Hospital, in St. David's, Brecon* There are some TwynUan or TwynUannan (diurch mount), about a 

remains of the chapel of the episcopal mansion, .eon* mile from which, on a form named Pant-howel, was a 

aistuig of the side ii*aUi, in which are three pointed barn, lately taken, down, which is supposed to have 

windows, and also of pertiens al the end walls, in been a dmpel of ease. There is a meeting-house 

wiudk are windows of tue same form ; there are like* for Calvinistic Methodists, who have also five Sun* 

wise slig^ vestiges of other parts of the edifice^ day schools, in wfaidi 620 males and females are 

chiefly of outer walls. In 1188^ Ardibishop Baldwin, tat^ht gratuitously ; and there is a day school, in 

aoooouMmied by Girakhis Cambreasis, wneii on hia which GO children, are instruoled at the expense of 

tour thtoogh Wales to preaob the ceusades, passed a thesr parents. 

nig^ at^is castle. LLANTBISAINT (LLAN^TRI-SANT), a 

LLANTHOYSAINT (LLAN*Y-DDEU- pariah, partly ia the hundred of Mbnai, bat chiefly 

SANT), a parish^ ia the union of LLAnnovEmv^ m that of Llyvom,. union andeonnty of Anglesey, 

'Wwer division of the hundred of Pbrvbth, county of North Wale% 4 miles (w.) from Llanerohymedd.; 

CAftMARTHEMi, SouTH Wales, 6 milea (s* b« by b.) containing 904 inhabitants. This parish, which b 

from Uanndoek ; conmrisiDg* the hamletB of Blaen** situated in the western part of the island, and is in*- 

Sawdde with Maes y-»Fynnon» amd Quarter Mawr tsrsected by the small river Alaw, comprdiends & 

witk G<wydre, and containing 94^ inhabitantSi^ Thia tcsct of aMut four thousand four hnndped and sixly 

pkioe k bean^lly situated in the aouthreastetn part acres of araUe and pasture land, nearly the whole 

ef the eoonty, on the confines of Brecknockshire inclosed. The- sur£sce is eently undulated, rising 

£rom whieL it is separated by the chain of hills called into eanneacea of various elevatiea and aspect; the 

the Bhttk Mo«KBm« It comprisea lly&iO acres^ of soft is finr the most part poer, consisting chiefly of a 

whodi. TSOS are cnidvated, • and 42(!^ uninclc^ecl hungry clay, fit only tor the cultivation of oaSh 

nMnntasBOBS land^ over which tbe inhabitants have a Coppep-cire baa keen, found upon Meinir farm ; but 

right of pasturage and turbaey. The snnrounding no maaes of is have Uthecto been opened. The 

. scenery is strikin^^y ^ossified, combining fisaturea living is a discharMd rectory, with tae perpetual 

ei pietmresque and rural beauty with ob^cta of bold curacies of Ceidioy Gwradog, jLhnUibio^ and li&cfa^ 

and fomantio emndeun That pact ofi the Black cjf^varwydd annexed, ralea in the king^s books at 

Monntain wliii£ is within the pari^ {arms dte lofibi*^ £15; present net income^ about £750, with a fflebe- 

esl elevation in the county; and near the baae of ita house p patron, Bishop o£ Bai^n The church, 

hMest summit, calM the) Van^ or ^^ Beacon," is a dedicsd»a to^ Avran, leuan, «qd< Sanaa,, fmoi' which, 

hke of beautifojiv clear and transparent water, ia ciroumstance the parish derives ita name^ signifying 

tlie form el a parallelogtam,^ '^'^^Z ^ "'^'^ ^ ^g^ ^^ church ofi three saints^ was originally founded in 

and about sixteen iEriJmms^deqx. Th» mafestic gian-* dM year 5?0. The preasnt is a gMd modem, edifice 

deua of the precipiteus rocks thaA impend over the of cemparatLvely recent erection,, containing aceeoi-* 

lake, and the wila character of the surrounding otn modatioB far about 150< persona^ and was tlu>roughly 

ieots, give ta this extensase sheet of wates a stak*^ nepained and much iflEi(Mroved a Sew years siace; it 
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contains a neat plain monument to the memory of 
Dr. Hugh Williams, founder of the families of 
Wynnstay, B6delwyddan, and Penbedw. There is 
a place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists, by 
whom a Sunday s<mool of 80 persons is maintained. 
A small parochial school for poor children was found- 
ed in 1822, at an expense of £53, defrayed from the 
charity fund noticed below, and has an endowment 
of £8 per annum from the same source, for which 12 
children are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic; 
the instruction of the remainder, amounting in all to 
40, is paid for by their parents and the rector. 

Three poor men from the parish are eligible to 
the almshouses at Beaumaris, under the will of the 
founder, David Hughes, who endowed them with the 
farm called Meinir, here situated, and with various 
other lands, for the support of the inmates ; and the 
same bene&ctor, by his will, dated December dOth, 
1609, after providing for the school and houses at 
Beaumaris, directed that any surplus should be dis- 
tributed among the poor of this parish. He was a 
native of this place, and having by persevering in- 
dustry amassed a very ample property, thus cha- 
ritably appropriated a consiaerable portion of it for 
the benefit ot the poor. Blanche Wynne, of Chwaen 
Wenn, in 1733, left £100, the interest to be applied 
to teaching children, and for distribution among the 
poor at Easter and Christmas ; and in 1720, the Rev. 
Robert Wynne bequeathed £52, the interest to be 
spent in a weekly gift of bread, and a similar amount 
to the poor of Fenmynnedd parish. With these 
sums a farm-house and 50 acres of land, now pro- 
ducing £24 per annum, were purchased, and three- 
fourths of the rent are expenaed in this parish in 
carrying the intentions ot the above donors into 
effect, and the other fourth is appropriated to Pen- 
mynnedd. There are besides a few other small 
charities, namely, a rent-charge of 10«., payable out 
of Chwaen Isav, the grant of John Williams; and 
45. 6e/., arising from the bequests of Richard David, 
in 1742, and Janet Hughes, in 1764 : and two cha- 
rities of £5 each, by Tuomas Hughes, in 1760, and 
by a person unknown, have been lost through the 
insolvency of the parties to whom the sums had been 
lent 

LLANTRISSENT (LLAN-TRl-SANT), a 
borough, market-town, and parish, in the union of 
Cardiff, hundred of Miskin, county of Gla- 
morgan, South Wales, 10 miles (n. w. by w.) 
from Cardiff, and 169 (w.) from London ; containing 
3881 inhabitants* This place, which derives its 
name from the dedication of its church to three dif- 
ferent saints, is distinffuished by few historical events 
of importance. At wnat time or by whom its casde 
was originally built, is not accurately known ; but it 
is enumerated amonff those for which Gilbert de 
Clare, commonly called << the Red," Lord of Gla- 
morgan, did homage to Edward I., on his accession to 
the tides and estates of his banHy^ after the death of 
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his &dier, towards the end of the thirteenth c^ntary. 
Edward II., with his fieivourite, the younger Speneer, 
was taken prisoner near this town, by the queen's 
forces, and conveyed to Hereford. The town is ro- 
mantically situated, on the road from Cowbridee to 
Merthyr-Tydvil, in a pass over a mountainous rids^, 
between two lofty hills, and is irregularly and in- 
differently built; but its whitewashed houses, with 
the dismantied tower of its casde, form conspicuoos 
and interesting features in the scenery on approach- 
ing the mountains. The vicinity is indescribably 
beautiful and highly picturesque ; and the views em- 
brace a tract of country abounding with features of 
romantic character and almost unrivalled maniifi- 
cence. The prospect from the brow of the hill on 
which the town is built embraces the whole of the 
Vale of Glamorgan, from its eastern extremity to the 
influx of the river Ogmore into the Bristol Chaonel : 
among the numerous interesting objects which this 
extensive tract of country exhibits, are the rich woods 
about Hensol, Glanehiy, and Llanharan; beyond 
which is discerned the Bristol Channel, with the dis- 
tant hills on the English coast, and in other direc- 
tions the lofty mountains that bound it on various 
sides. To the north of the town the appearance of 
the country becomes more rugged, and assumes a 
wilder aspect, which is in some degree enlivened by 
the pleasing appearance of Castella, an ancient seat, 
that forms a lively and cheerful object in a landscape, 
of which the prevailing character is that of sombre 
magnificence. At the entrance of the town is a sub- 
stantial stone mansion, called Llantrissent House. 

The PARISH abounds with coal, which is worked 
to a very great extent for the supply of the great 
iron-works in the neiffhbouring districts, and for ex- 
portation. Ores of iron and lead have also been 
found in great quantities, and works have been esta- 
blished here for procuring those minerab ; but they 
have not been conducted with a sufficient degree of 
profit to remunerate the adventurers, and have con- 
sequently been discontinued. The principal of these 
was the Park mine, about a mile to the south of the 
town, the ore obtained in which was of the species 
called galena, or potters' ore, lying in a vein extend- 
ing from east to west, and contained in a matrix 
of spar, in magnesian limestone resting upon coaL 
Some years ago an ancient colliery, not properly: 
filled up, was accidentally discovered by R. r • Rick- 
ards, Esq., when a voung man, who, by fedling into 
it, was burnt to the bone on the fore part of tli^ foot 
and W: it contained a large quantity of pyrites, 
which had ignited, and had oeen in a state of com- 
bustion for a very Itrng period ; it is still burning, 
and probably will contunie to bum, so long as any 
inflammable matter may remain. A railroad has 
been constructed from the Dinas colliery, which com« 
municates with the Cardiff* and Merthyr canal at 
Newbridge* The market, which is only for provi- 
sions, is on Friday : the corn market has been re<* 
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moved to Newbridre, five miles o£ Great cattle crectioii) and are neat buildings well adapted to their 

fidrs are held on February iSth, May l*2th, August uses. 

12th) and October 29th. ^ The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's 

It has not been precisely ascertained at what time books at £26. 14* 2., and endowed with die vicanal 

the town received its first charter of incorporation, tithes of the parishes cf Aberdare, Lantwit- Vairdre,^ 

but it has a charter dated the 20th of Exlward II L Lhinwonno, and Ystrad-Dy vodog ; present net in- 

The corporation consists of the constable of the come, £555, with a glebe* house ; patrons and appro-, 

eastle, a steward, portreeve, twelve aldermen, and priators, Dean and Chapter of Gloucester. The. 

an unlimited number of buigesses, assisted by a church, dedicated to St. Dyvnog, St Iddog, and St 

tDwn-derk, seijeant^t-mace, and other officers. A Menw, is a spacbus and ancient structure, in the 

eourt leet is summoned by the portreeve twice a Norman style of architecture, occupying the summit 

year, in the months of May and October, to be held of the hill above the town. There are two chapels in 

Defore die constable of the castle, the steward, and the parish : one is dedicated to St John the Kiptist, 

the portreeve ; on each of which occasions a jury of the living of which is a perpetual curacy, endowed 

twelve persons is selected from the burgesses pre* with £200 private benefiaction, £1000 royal bounty,. 

sent, by the serjeant-at-mace, under the direction of and £1000 parliamentary ffrant, and in the patron- 

the steward. At the court held in May the jury age of Mrs. Fritchard ; net income, £95. The other, 

name four burgesses, of whom the constable of the called Talygam, after being long suffered to fall 

castle chooses two to be overseers of maricets for the gradually into decay, has been recently repaired 

ensuing year ; and they likewise make out farther torough the instrumentality of Dr. L4sie, who has a 

lists of burgesses, out of whom the same officer ap* summer residence at this place* The living is 

points four to serve as overseers of the commons, and a perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 royal 

e%ht as constables. At the eourt whidi takes place bounty; net income, £30; patrons and impropria* 

in October, the jury nominate three of the aldermen, tors, rrincipal and Fellows of Jesus' College, Ox* 

of whom one is selected by the constable of the castle fcnrd. The Wesleyans, BapUsts, Independents, and 

to fill the office of portreeve; and the portreeve, in Calvinistic Methodists, have each a place of worship 

Hke manner, upon the presentment of three bur- in the town ; and the Independents have also addi* 

geeses, iq»points one of the number to be seijeant-at- tional meeting-houses at Cymmer and ' Crossvaen ; 

mace for the ensuing year. The freemen have a and the Methodists one at Velin Vawr, within the 

right of common upon about 300 anres of waste land. parisL A day and Sunday National school, for the 

Llantrissent is one of eight contributory boroughs,, gratuitous instruction of both sexes, is supported 

namelv, Cardiff, Llantrissent, Cowbridge, Aberavoo, principally by the Marquess of Bute, who contri- 

Kenvig, Neath, Swansea, and Lowhor, which re- Dutes fifty guineas per annum, and by subscription 

turned one member to parliament : tie right of elec-. among the gentry resident in the neighbouriK>od ; 

tion was in the burgesses at lai^^ at present about the school, m which there are 80 males and 35 

four hundred and twenty in number. By the act of females, is well conducted under the auspices of the 

1832, ** for Amending the representation of the Peo- Marquess, at whose expense six boys, who are 

pie," the boroughsof Cardiff, Cowbridge,andLlantris- selected as teadiers, and clothed with two suits in 

•ent were constituted a separate district, returning the year, are apprenticed, when at a proper, age,, 

one member; and the right of voting has been vested with a premium of £L0. There are also five day 

in the resident burgesses, one hundred in numlSBr^ schools, in which 160 children are taught at the 

and in those within seven miles, in number a hundred expense of tiieir parents, and five Sunday schools, 

and twelve, if duly qualified according to the provi- afiordii^ gratuitous instruction to 310 males and 

sions of the act ; abo in every male person of full age females. Mr. Gibbon^ of Newton House, in the 

occupying, either as owner or as tenant under &e parish cf Llanbleibian, bequeathed in 1809 a sum 

same landlord, a bouse or' other premises of the of £500, one-fifth, pioduciag £4 19. per annum, 

annual falue of not less than ten pounds, provided interest, to be distributed among the poor of this 

he be capable of registering as the act direete : the place, at the discretion of the vicar ; aiMl, under the 

present number of tenements of this value^ within will of Sir Leoline Jenkins, in 1685, a sum of £20 

the limits of the borough, which extend about a mile is given in clothing, every fourth year, by the mas* 

from the town in every direction^ comprising the ter of Cowbridge school, to the poor of die parish, 

wlMde of the town hamlet and parts of other hamlets, of whom the vicar nominates sucn as he thinlcs t^e 

mnd were not altered by the Boundary Act, is seventy, most deserving. The same bene&ctor also directed 

mosdy occupied by burgesses. The corporation are his executors to purchase the site of the chapel of 

empowered by their charter to bold a court of record ease, called Talygam, and to put the same in good 

for the recovery of debts, but it has been for many repair ; and he also cluurged his landa with an endow- 

years discontinued. The pettv-^sessions for the hunn ment of £10 per annum, for mainlaininff divine 

dred of Miskin are held m this town every Friday, service in it Catherine Powell, in 1730, cnarged a 

The tonra-hall. and the market-place ace (rf modern moiety of t)ie lands of Trebannog, which she devised 
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to her Bcphew, with the expeoie of maintaining a 
milch cow throughout the year for the use of seven 
poor people about her ipansion at Milton, and pay- 
ing them seven half-crowns at Candfenuia; but this 
charity has been diseondnoed for the last forty years. 
There are but small remains of the ancient 
castle, which originally comprised two wards^ and 
appears to have been a place of great strength: 
these consist principally of a portion of one of the 
towers, which, from its elevated situation, forms a 
very eonspicuous and interesting feature in the 
scenery ot the place. In 1829, m clearing away 
the rubbish that had accumulated about the foanda- 
tions^ the workmen discovered the dungeon, which, 
according to Leland, had once formed the prison 
for the territories of Miskin and Glyn Rhondda* At 
a short distance from the town, to the right of the 
road leading to Llanda^ are some remains of a re* 
lip^us house, said to have been a monastery de-% 
dicated to St Cawrdav, son of Caradec Vraichvras, 
regulus of firecknock, about ^e end of the fifth, or 
the beginning of the sixth, century. Within the 
limits of the parish are several camps, of which the 
most important is that called Caerau, or *^ the forti- 
fications," supposed to have been constructed by the 
DaneSb Castella, the old fiunily mansion of the 
Trahemes, appears al^o from its name to have been 
built upon the site of some fortification, which may 
probably have been an outpost to the castle of Llan- 
trissent There are chalybeate springs in several 
parts. Sir LeoHne Jenkins, who, in the reign of 
Charles IL, was eminently distinguished as a jurist, 
diplomadst, and statesman, was born in this pwish, 
and was buried in the chapel of Jesus' College, 
Oxford, to which he had been so munificent a bene- 
fiftctor as to be in some degree regarded as its second 
founder : he endowed the grammar school at Cow-^ 
bridge, and beoueathed the principal part of his 
estates tp charitable uses. 

LLANTRITHYD (LLAN-THYDDYD)> a 
parish, in the union of Cardiiv, hundred of DiNAfu 
PowYs, county of Glabsorgan, South Wales, 3> 
miles (s. s. eI) from CowlMridge ; containing 1231 
inhabitants* The parish takes its name from Tri- 
thyd, a pupil of St. lUtyd, or Iltutns, to whom the 
qhurch is dedicated. On the conquest of Glamoiffan 
by Robert Fit^HasKm, and its* subsequent division, 
the castle and manor of Llantritbyd were assigned to 
Hy wel ab lestyn ab Owrgan, with the privilege of 
exercising jura regalia therein : the castle was de- 
molished, in 1151, by Meredith, great-grandson of 
Rh^s ab Newdwr. The vUhge^ Mmieh stands about 
a mile to the south of the road between CardbiF and 
Swansea, occupies a secluded situation ia a weU<^ 
wooded valley, watered by a small rivulet. Llan- 
tritbyd Honse, formeriy the seat of the Bessets, and 
subsequently of the Aubreys, is. now in rains: it 
was a fine specimen of the style that premiled in 
the reign of Henry VI., with later addition^ and 
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is stated by tradition to have afforded an asylum, 
during the Commonwealth, to many great and 
learned men of the Church of England} by whons 
academical degrees were here conferred. On a 
rising gpronnd wove the village is pleasantly situated 
T^v?^, a cottage orn^ Limeskme abounds in the 
parish, in which also a considerable quantity of lead- 
ore is found. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books al £8. 13. 4.; patron. Sir T. D. Aubrey, 
Bart.: the tithes have been commuted for a rent* 
charge of £132. 17. 9l; and there is a glebe of 52 
acres, whi<^ with a house, is valued at £80 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St. Illtyd, is a 
reqaeetable edifice, containing a few andent roonn* 
ments, among which may be particularly noticed a 
slately one to the memory of a knight and his lady, 
of the Basset family, in the best character of the 
style diat prevailed i»the reign of Queen Elizabeth; 
it has lately undergone considerable repair, and is 
now a remarkably neat structure.. In the church* 
yard is a yew tree, which, at the height of six feel 
from the ground, measures twenty^^six feet in girth, 
and near the root little less than forty feet. A large 
day school is maintained by Sir T. D. Aubrey and 
the rector, and a Sunday sdiool, attended by 40 males 
and femaks, is snpported solely by the rector. The 
poor of the parish are entitled to the produce of two 
acres of land in the parish of St Hilary, purchased 
with £45, the bequest of an unknown bene&ctor ; 
and to the interest of £50, left in 1734, by Mrs. 
laugher* The ancient hall, wherein the manorial 
eourta were held, still remains, and having been 
applied, since the abolition of the indqiendent juri»- 
dictions of the lordships marcher^ to the reception 
of the poor, it is now called << the Church House.^ 
There is a mineral spring, the water of which is 
said to be efficacious in the cure of fluxes. 

LLANTYD (LLAN^ILLTYD), a parish, in 
the union of Cardigan, hundred of Kilgekrak, 
cotfnty of Pembroke, South Wales, 3 miles (a w. 
bv 8.) from Cardigan; containing 300 inhabitants. 
This parish derives its name from the dedication of 
its church to St. Illtyd, an eminent teacher of Chris* 
tiaaity, who died about the dose of the fifth oentory. 
It is pleasantly situated in the nertk-eastem part of 
the conntVf neiir the separation of the two great 
roads leading respectively from Cardigan to Y\A^ 
guard and Haverfordwest; and comprises a kive 
tract of arable and pasture land, of w&idi the wh^ 
is inclosed.. The surrounding scenery, though not 
diMinguished by any peooliaffity of Ceature, is geao^^ 
rally pleasing; and the views over the adjaoeAt 
country ar^ agreeably divsfsified : of the raiteable 
amrnal value of the parish^ die return made amo^nts 
to £750« The living is a vicarage not in duurve) 
annexed^ with that of Monington, or Eglwys Wy>- 
tfawr, to the vicarage of St Dc^mael's, and endowed 
with £200 royal bounty: the tithes^ have been eomr 
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mttfeed for a renfc-ohai^ of £157, of wUch £125 art 
payable to the impropriator! and £^ to the vioar; 
the latter sum being eabjoct to rates^ afreragitw 
£1. 10. per annum. The church is not diednguisbM 
by any arohitectaral details of inportaAce. John 
Jones, in 1729, bequeathed a rent-charge of twenty 
ahiUings towards the relief of poor persons not re^ 
oeiviug paroehial aid, wbicli mttil some years back 
was annually distributed aecordiog to tike will of the 
testator. 

LLANTYSILLIO, orLLANDYSILIO 
rLLAN-TYSIUO), a parish, in the union of 
CoawEN, hundred of Yale, county of Dbnbioh, 
NoBTH Wales, 2 mites (n. w. by w.) from Lkui* 
ffdlen; cootainihg 921 inhabitants* Hiis parish 
derives its name from the dedicatioB of its cfaurch 
to St Tysilio^ a canoniaed prince of Powys, who 
was descended from St Pabo, called Past Prydam^ 
^the Pillar of Britain,^ and who, having devoted 
himself to a life of religions sedusion, flourished as 
a writer till the middle of the seventh century. It 
is pleasantly situated on the river Dee, which forms 
tis southern boundary; afid is skirted on the north 
by the stream Mer Enion, which divides it from the 
parish of Br^-Eglwys ; on Uie west it is bounded 
b^ the parish oT Corwen ; oo the east by a small 
river running through the Vale of Crucis, by wUch 
it is separatM from the parish of Lbtngollm ; and oa 
the south by the parish of Uansmitfraid * Olyn «■ 
Cenog. The snrfaee h boMly undulated, and in 
aome parts mountainous; and the survomiding sce«- 
Bery is strikingly diversified, and in many parts 
beaotiftiUy ptcturcaqoe. A chldn of ntoontaitis of 
romantic appearance and rich in mineral wealth runs 
through the centre of the parish, wkkh is also inteiw 
aected b^ the turnpike-road leading from LiangoUen 
to Ruthtn. The soil, though varioos, is in general 
fertile, and the chief produce is grain and wool : the 
rataaUe annual value of the parish has been re- 
turned at £2617* Slate is found in aburidance, and 
some extensive quarries are now beii^ wovked, in 
whidi alxMit serventy men find oonstant empkyment 
Lime-^rorfcs upon a large scale are also carried on 
adjaoent to the canid, ami on die banks of the river 
Dee^ which in Uus part of its course flows over a 
toAij and rugved bed between two lofty cn^ that 
scarcely affora a breadth of channel sufficient for 
the passage of its stream. By iMails of a wear this 
river is hm made to afford a feeder for the supply 
of the EUesmere canal, which is carried along the 
northern bank of the Dee to the mun canal at Pont^ 
y-Cvssylhao, a distanoe of six nriles» throsighout the 
whole cf which it b navigable^ aibrding great ftiei^ 
lities for bringing in coal for the supply of the 
neighbourhood, and fsr conveying the skUes firon 
the quarries and the produce of the lime-works to 
their several destinations The living is a perpe^ 
tual curacy, endowed with £400 private bene£u)t]<m. 



net ineoaie, £112; patron and impropriator, Sir W» 
W. Wynne, Bart The church is an ancient edifice, 
with a cupola, and contains accommodation for aboat 
250 persons. About 80 children are taught in a 
day school, at the expense of dieir parents; and 16 
others are edacaled by the bounty of Sir W. W. 
Wynne, Lord Tottenham, Bishop of Clogher, and 
the curate ; the first contributing £5, the second £9^ 
and the Aird £2 per annum. There are also two 
Sunday schools, in one of which, kept in the churchy 
86 attend ; the other, appensining to Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Methodists, sjfltords gratuitous instruction to 
about 50 males and females. Mrs* Jane Roberts, of 
Rh^onaen left £80 to the poor, secured upon a te- 
nement called T^ewydd, the interest of which, at 6 
per cent., beiw £4. 16., is paid to the overseers an« 
nually on St Thomafli's^day ; and the interest of four 
other benefections of £10 each, with a bequest Cf 
20ff. a year, left by Edward Parry, and arising from 
a tenement namea Pen*y^Bryn, is in Uke manner 
dispensed to the poor at Stated times. A beqnest of 
the Rev. Vaughaa Jones, of £24, was some years 
ago unduly appropriated by the parochial officers to 
poeuriDg sut!i!titate8 for Jlida J«>, and the dmrit^ 
18 therefore lost. 

About a mile to the northnBast of the village^ 
but within the parish, and in a highly romantic por*> 
tion of the Vale of Eglwyseg. are the venerable 
and pieturesque ruins of the ancient abbey of Llan- 
Egwest, or Valle Crucis. This beautifnl edifice 
was origidally founded about the year 1200, for bre* 
thren c? the Cistercian order, and dedicated to the 
•Blessed Virgin, by Madoe ab Grrufydd Mador, lord 
of Bromfield, andf of the neighbouring fortress of 
Castell Dinas Brdo, who so richly endowed it, that 
a native Welsh poet of the fifteenth oentory, in cele* 
brating the hospitality of the abbot, describes him as 
living in the most sumptuous style. At the disso* 
lutioo its revenue was estimated at £214. d. 5. : it 
continued in the hands of the crown till the 9th of 
James I., when the site and remains were granted to 
Edward Wotton. The present remains consist prin^ 
cipally of part of the abbey diurch, originally an 
elegant crucifoirm structure, chiefly in the early style 
of English architecture, though erected at different 
periods, and consequently contnining porlioas of the 
decorated and kter English styles; and also of A 
small portion of the conventual bnildings, now ooon^ 
pied as farm offices. Amcmg the most entire parts of 
this interesdng rain is the west front of ^e chnroh, 
remarkable fm the beauty of its finely arched on* 
trance, surmounted by a decorated window of elegant 
design, enriched with flowing tracery, above wiiioh 
is a marigold window of stifl more requisite a^ork* 
maaship^ The east end of thechurdi is also in good 
preservation, forming an elegant specimen of the 
early Englidi stjrle, with liatrow laiM»l>-shaped win- 
dows. The interior is overgrown with grass; and 
some stately ash and sycamoise trees which bad token 
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deep root within the walls of the roofless edifice, have 
lately been cut down by Miss Thomas, the owner of 
the property. The pilasters of the interior are clus- 
tered, and nave elegantly carved capitals ; the tran- 
sept contains a smidl cloister of two arches, and a 
mural sepulchral arch. A portion of the abbey has 
long been converted into a farm-house; and in one 
part of the conventual buildings, now occupied as a 
cow-shed, is a fine Norm^ arch, near which is a 
beautifully pointed window; other portions of the 
remains also exhibit some elegant specimens of the 
more highly finished and later periods of the Nor- 
man, verging into the earlier period of the early 
English style. In front of the inhabited portion is 
a large pointed window reaching to the ground, 
with mullions and elegant tracery; and a room 
which once formed the dormitory is supported by 
three rows of groined arches, resting on circular 
pillars. The various buildings are chiefly composed 
of the schistose materials that every where abound 
in the vicinity ; but the doorways, window frames, 
and other decorated portions, are all of freestone 
brought from a considerable distance. Within the 
abbey were interred its founder, his son Grufydd ab 
Madoc, and several of its abbots ; but their tombs 
can no longer be distinguished among the moulder- 
ing ruins of this once stately and still venerable 
pile. 

At no great distance from these highly picturesque 
and interesting remains, opposite the second mile- 
stone from Llangollen, is a monumental pillar of 
very remote antiquity, raised upon a small tumulus, 
in which* on its being opened, was discovered a cist- 
vaen, or stone chest, containing human bones ; it is 
commonly supposed to have been erected as a cross, 
and from it the abbey of Valle Crucis most proba* 
biy derived its name. This singular piece of anti- 
quity, commonly called the pillar of Eliseg, appears, 
n'om an inscription now obliterated, but whioi was 
transcribed by Edward Llwyd, the celebrated Welsh 
antiquary, while it was still legible, to have been 
erected by Concen, to the memory of his great- 
grandfather Eliseg the sixth in descent from Broch- 
mael. Prince of Fowys, who was slain in a battle 
fought with the Saxons near Chester, in the year 
607. Durinff the civil commotions in the reign of 
Charles I. this monument was broken and thrown 
down, and the only legible inscription which it now 
bears is a modem one in Latin, stating that T, 
Lloyd, Esq. of Trevor Hall, having found it in 
that ruined state, restored it in the year 1 789. It 
consists of a round column, standing on a square 
plinth, with a richly carved, but greatly mutilated, 
capital; the original height is said to have been 
twelve feet, thouffh at present its elevation is only 
eight feet two inches. 

LLANUWCHYLLtN (LLAN-UWCH-Y- 
LL^N), a paririi, in the union of Bala, hundred of 
Penll^m, county of Merioneth, North Wales, 
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5 miles (s. w. by s.) from Bala, on the road to I>61- 
gelley; containing 1327 inhabitants. This parish, 
which is very extensive, comprises a large tntct d 
mountainous and unculdvatea hind, including Pen* 
llyn, the highest peak of the Aran mountains ; and 
abounds with scenery of picturesque beauty and ro- 
mantic grandeur, of whicn one of the most remark* 
able features is Bwlch-y-Groes, or *< the pass of the 
cross," one of the most difficult and arduous in North 
Wales, environed by precipitous mountains, occa- 
sionally relieved with verdant hills and narrow sheep- 
walks : the pass itself is a dreary flat, to which is an 
ascent by a steep narrow tortuous pa^, terminating;' 
at the crucifix from which it took its name. Near it 
is a beautiful cascade formed bv the Twrch, an im- 
petuous mountain torrent rushing from the Arans, 
and precipitating itself with violence over huge 
masses of broken rock, which, heaped on each other 
in its bed, arrest its violent progress: the water, 
diverted from its course, forces itself through tlie 
fissures in the rocks, which are occasionally inter- 
spersed with various plants diat have taken root in 
the crevices, and descends with renewed violence 
into its channel, which crosses the road* A craggy 
perpendicular cliff, rising from the margin of Ae 
stream, about a quarter of a mile above this fell, 
adds another ronmntic feature to the scene. From 
the summit of Aran Penll^ are obtained fine views 
of other mountains of North Wales, and of many 
in the southern part of the principalitv. The vil- 
lage is pleasantly situated on the public road, near 
the south-western extremity of Bala lake, called 
by the Welsh *' Llfn Te^yd," and by the Eng^UA 
** Pemble Mere/' Slate is quarried in the parish; 
and peat and turf are found in abundance. Fairt 
are held, chiefly for cattle, horses and sheep, on 
April t25th, June 20th, September 22nd, and No* 
vember 22nd. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£600 royal bounty, and £1400 parliamentary grant; 
net income, £113; patr^m and impropriator. Sir W* 
W. Wynne, Bart., who pays £20 per annum to the 
curate under the will of Edward Pnee, ilsq., in 1725, 
a former proprietor of the rectorial tithes, and who 
also bequeatned from the same source £4 annually 
to the poor of the parish. The rectory, rated in Uie 
king^s books at £8. 10. 2^., is in the gift of the 
Bishop of St Asaph. The church, dedicated to St 
Deiniol, who flourished in the 6th centnry, is an 
ancient structure, and was newly pewed and seated 
in 1820: on the north side of the chancel is the 
e%y of an armed warrior, with the fbUowing muti- 
late inscription, as read by Mr. Pennant : — ^ Ste 
jacet Johannes ap * * * * ap Madoc op I — ttk^ emu 
cminuB pr — etur Deus. Amen, aumo DonL MCvC* 
V. 88).' In the churchyard is a yew tree of re* 
markably fine growth. There are places of worship 
for Independents and Calvinistic Methodists. A 
sdiool, established nearly a century once and con-* 
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taining 60 children, mostly boys, is partly sup- 
ported by an endowment of £25 per annum, under 
the will of the Rev. Dr. Daniel Williams, in 1711, 
for the education of 30 boys, who are also provided 
with books; the rest of tne children are paid for 
by their parents. There is also another day school, 
belonging to Independents, in which 13 children 
are instructed at the expense of their parents ; and 
about 560 males and females are taught gratuitously 
in ten Sunday schools, in connexion with* the dif- 
ferent denominations of dissenters. The Rev. Mau- 
rice Vaughan, one of the canons of the Royal Chapel 
of Windsor, in 1721, erected an almshouse here for 
three aged men and the same number of aged women, 
which he endowed with two tenements in the parish, 
and with £200, for keeping it in repair : the income 
amounts to £42 per annum; ana the almshouse, 
containing six apartments, is a substantial building, 
situated about a mile and a half from the village, wim 
a small patch of potatoe ground cultivated by the 
inmates, who receive about £6 per annum each in 
half-yearly payments, and about £5 annually be- 
tween them for their clothing. Mr. Thomas Owen, of 
Talardd, left £5 per annum for the instruction of poor 
diildren of this place, which sum he ordered to be 
Implied every third year to the education of children 
of the adjoining parish of Llanymowddwy. The 
sum of £5 per annum is also paid out of tne estate 
of plan Llyn^ for apprenticing one boy, bequeathed 
for that purpose by a former proprietor; and the 
Rev. Dr. Williams also directea that two or three 
boys should be apprenticed yearly, according to the 
state of the above lunds bequeathed by him for edu- 
cation : one or two are annually apprenticed with 
premiums of £7 each accordingly. The commis- 
sioners have recommended that the proceeds of £kl- 
ward Price's charity, another small one of 5s. per 
annum, and two-thirds of Thomas Owen's benefao- 
tioD, making in the whole £7. 11. 8. a year, should 
be applied to promote education. 

Tne parish is supposed to have been known to the 
Romans ; and Camden conjectures that an ancient 
fortress called Caer Gai, on the north side of the 
small river Lliw, supposed to be Roman, from the 
number of coins found there, was originally erected 
by a Roman commander named Caius ; an opinion 
formed from its name. Among the coins which 
have been found here at various times were some of 
the emperor Domidan, discovered within tlie last 
few years ; and a stone has also been dug up, bear- 
ing the inscription Hie Jacei Salvianus Bursocavi 
JFtlhu Cupetiaru The Welsh attribute the origin of 
this fortress to Cai Hir, foster brother of King 
Arthur, and his companion in arms ; and Spenser, 
who appears to have been well versed in the tra- 
ditionary legends of his time, makes this place the 
seat of the early education of that renowned hero, 
under his foster-father, who lived at the foot of the 
Aran mountain, and to whom the poet gives the 
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more classical name of Timon. In the vicinity of 
this station are vestiges of roads resembling those of 
the Romans, leading from the station Ervri Mons^ 
at Tommen-y-Mur, near Festiniog, and from Cas- 
tell Prysor, m the parish of Trawsvynydd, to the 
ancient Mediolanum^ probably near Meivod. Within 
the area inclosed by the fortification was erected, 
several centuries a^o, a large mansion subsequently 
belonging to Rowland Vaughan, Esq., a zealous 
royalist, which was burnt in 1645, by the parlia- 
mentarians, and the outer walls of which, with more 
modem additions, now form a large farm-house. On 
the opposite bank of the river, and occupying the 
summit of a rocky eminence, are the remains of a 
fortress designated Castell Carn Dochen, of the 
foundation oi which no authentic particulars are on 
record : it was of considerable extent, built of mor- 
tar made of sea shells mixed with gravel, and faced 
with freestone. Mr. Pennant thinks it not impro- 
bable that this was the castle of Ririd Vlaidd, lord 
of the hundred of Penll^n, whose armorial bearings 
decorate an effigy in the church : the other bearings, 
with which that monument is adorned, the same 
writer considers to be those of Cunedda Wledig, a 
Cumbrian prince, whose sons, after his defeat by the 
Saxons, established themselves in various parts of 
the principality, and from whose grandson Meirion is 
derived the name of the county, llowland Vaughan, 
who translated into Welsh Bishop Bailey's " Practice 
of Piety," and Dr. Brough's " Manual of Prayer," 
resided at Caer Gai, in the latter part of the seven- 
teenth century. 

LLANVABON, a parish, comprising two ham- 
lets, in the union of Merthyr-Tydvil, hundred 
of Caerphilly, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, 9 miles (s. s. e.) from Merthyr-Tydvil ; con- 
•taining 1449 inhabitants. This parish is bounded on 
the west by the river Taf, and on the east by the Rom- 
ney ; and comprises about 5000 acres, of which 1 120 
are arable, 2230 pasture, 1000 common, 500 wood- 
land, consisting chiefly of oak, and the remainder 
roads and water. The surfoce is in general moun- 
tainous, and the scenery picturesque, especially in 
the vicinity of the village of Craigyberthlwyd, from 
which the views are striking and beautiful. The 
soil comprehends gravel, clay and peat, and the chief 
agricultural produce is wheat, barley, and oats, the 
last of which is grown in the largest quantity. Tiles 
for building are wrought, and there are excellent 
stone-quames, and coal-mines, but they are not in 
operation to any great extent, the latter being chiefly 
on the border, and appropriated to the use of the 
neighbourhood. The ancient seat of the Lanbrad- 
ach family is situated here ; and besides the village 
above-named, the .parish contains those of Quakers' 
Yard, and. the Nelson. A tram-road from a colliery 
belonging to Sir C. Smith, Bart, communicates with 
the Griamorganshire canal. The parish is intersected 
by the roacf from Cardiff to Merthyr, which passes 

Q 



LLAN— V 



LLAN— V 



about two miles and a half westward from the church; 
and by the Glamorganshire canal, on the banks oif 
which, within its limits, is situated the Navigation 
House, where this important line of communication 
is joined by the Aberdare canal, and bv the tram- 
road from Merthyr-Tydvil ; at which point of i unc- 
tion is a spacious quay, where bare;es are loaded with 
coal and iron for the port of Cardiff. The living is 
consolidated with the vicarage of Eglwysilan : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£270, of which a sum of £200 is payable to the 
Bishop, Archdeacon, and Chester of Llandaf, and 
£70 to the Vicar. The church, dedicated to St Ma- 
bon, is an ancient structure, consisting of a nave and 
chancel, 43 feet in length and 21 in breadth, and con- 
tains accommodation tor about 120 persons. There 
are two places of worship for Welsh Calvinistic Me- 
thodists, and one for Independents : about 90 children 
are instructed at the expense of their parents, in two 
day schools, one of which appertains to Indepen- 
dents ; and there are three Sunday schools, two in 
connexion with Methodists, and one with Indepen- 
dents, in which 180 males and females are taught 
gratuitously. James Thomas, in 1730, gave by will 
a rent-charee of £2 for the benefit of the poor, to be 
equally divided between those of each hamlet 

LLANVACHRETH (LLAN-FACH- 
RETH), a parish, in the hundred of TIltbolion, 
union and county of Anglesey, North Wales, 
8 miles (n. w. by n.) from Bodedern ; containing 
.493 inhabitants. This pari^ is situated in a fertile 
district, near the eastern shore of Holyhead bay, 
and is bounded on the south by the little river Alaw ; 
it contains a considerable portion of inclosed and 
well-cultivated land, and formerly derived advan- 
tages from its proximity to the old Holyhead road, 
which, since the construction of the new line, have 
been materially lessened. The living is a discharged 
rectorv, with the perpetual curacies of Llaneng- 
henedl and Llanvigael annexed, rated in the king's 
books at £14. 2. 1. ; present net income, £557, with 
a glebe-house; patron. Bishop of Bangor. The 
church, dedicated to St Machraeth, is an ancient 
structure, in the early style of English architecture, 
of which it exhibits some good details ; and is orna^ 
roented with an east window of elegant design : the 
interior was considerably improved in 1835, under 
the superintendence of R. T. Griffith, Esq., and 
the Rev. J. Jones, rector, by suhsiH'iption of the 
(different landed proprietors. There are places of 
worship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic 
Methodists, the first and last of whom have Sunday 
schools, in which about ninety males and females are 
instructed gratuitously. A rent-charge of £1, pay- 
able out of the estate called Tronway; another of 
2#. 6., the gift of Richard David ; and the interest 
of a bequest of £20, by Grace Jones, in 1763; are 
distributed among the poor on St Bamabas'sHday ; 
iBnd two other benefactions, one of £5, by Edwm 



Owen, and another of £2. 2., by Rowland Williams, 
have been lost 

LLANVACHRETH (LLAN-FACHRETH), 
a parish, in the union of DdLOELLEY, hundred of 
TIltbont and Mowddwy, county of Merioneth, 
North Wai.£S, 3^ miles (n. n. e.) from Dolgelley ; 
containing 956 inhabitants. This parish, which 
derives its name from the dedication of its chnreh, 
occupies a sequestered situation nearly in the centre 
of the county, and extends about nine miles ia 
length and six in breadth. The surface is boldly 
varied, rising in some parts into rocky eminenoes 
and mountainous elevations; the latter affordiog pas- 
turage for young cattle and sheep, for which they 
are more adapted than for agricultural purposes; 
though in the lower parts of the parish there are 
considerable portions of arable land that yield g^ood 
crops. An act of parliament was obtained in 1806, 
under the provisions of which 9896 acres of waste 
and common were inclosed; and a large part has 
since been brought into cultivation. The surround- 
ing scenery is strikingly diversified, combining fea- 
tures of rugged grandeur with objects of rural and 
picturesque oeauty, and enriched with some well- 
wooded hills and extensive plantations : the nume- 
rous farm-houses, built of stone in the ancient Eng- 
lish style, and scattered through the parish, have a 
very pleasing effect upon the general appearance of 
the scenery ; and the stream issuing from the wa|er- 
fall of Pistyll Mawddach, of which a description is 
given in the article on Dolgelley, forms one of the 
natural boundaries of the parish. 

Nannau, for many years the venerable seat of the 
ancient family of Nanney, and now the property and 
residence of Sir Robert Williames Vaughan, 6art., 
m an inheritance from his paternal grandmother, is a 
handsome and substantially built mansion of stone, 
about fifty years ago repaired and greatly enlarged. 
It is finely situated, about two miles and a half mm 
Dolgelley, on elevated ground, more than seven 
hundred feet above the sea ; the road leading to it 
being an uninterrupted ascent Within the walls of 
the gardens was formerly a venerable oak, called 
Derwen Ceubren yr Ellyll, <' The Goblin's Hollow 
Tree ;" but this tree, which measured twenty-seven 
feet and a half in girth, and in which an aperture 
had been worn by time, in the form of a pointed 
arch, fell down in July 1813, from natural decay. 
The park contains some fine old timber, and is re- 
markable for its small but excellent venison. Within 
its limits may be seen the remains of the house of 
Howel Sele, kinsman of Owain Glyndwr, who, while 
pretending to shoot at a deer in the park, in com- 
pany with Owain, after a professed reconciliation bad 
taken place between these two chieftains, who had 
previously been at enmity with each other, turning 
suddenly round, aimed his arrow at the breast ef 
Olyndwr, whom he must have killed, but for the 
armour that he wore under his dothes. 
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mged at the perfidy of Howel, seised him on the 
spot, and, having barnt his hoose, hurried him away 
from the place ; nor was he again heard of, till about 
forty years afterwards, when a skeleton resemblinflr 
Howel Sele in stature was discovered in the oaK 
above-mentioned, and is generally reputed to have 
been his: this tragical event, the recollection of 
which was afterwards preserved by tradition in the 
fanoily of Vaughan, gave rise to a belief among the 
peasantry that the spot was haunted by the ghost of 
the murdered Sele, and the tree was accordingly 
denominated *< the Haunted Oak." Close to the re- 
mains of Howel's house, Sir R. W. Vaughan has 
erected a handsome Gothic lodee; and behind the 
mansion is a beautiful mountain hke, called Cynwch, 
round which a fine carriage road has been recently 
made by the proprietor, who has also greatly im- 
proved the vicinity, by the construction of many 
miles of excellent roads through die parish, and the 
erection of stone walls for indosures and fences, of 
which, within a period of thirty years, he raised an 
extent of more tnan seventy miles. Some pieces of 
ancient coin were found near the lodge, m June, 
1841 ; and steps leading to a cellar were also dis- 
covered* 

The parish aboands with peat, which is dug as 
the principal fuel of the inhabitants. Copper-ore is 
supposed to exist to a great extent in the moun« 
tamous parts of it, and considerable quantities have 
been obtained in a very sinflrular manner. A gen- 
tleman residing in Dolgelley, learning that the 
ashes of peat procured near Dolvrwynog, in this 
parish, could not be applied with advantage as a 
manure, but had the effect of injuring the land, 
applied a chemical test to them, by which he dis- 
covered that they contained a considerable propor- 
tion of copper. He then employed men to cut and 
pile up in stacks the peat from which these ashes 
were produced, and shipped it to Swansea, where, 
upon being smelted, it was found to yield copper of 
very excellent quality. The surrounding moun- 
tains are from this circumstance thought to he richly 
impregnated with copper-ore, which, through the 
meidium of springs or otherwise, has saturated the 
peat in the hollows with a solution of sulphate of 
copper, from which many thousand tons of excellent 
metifd have been produced. The village is in a very 
retired situation, remote from any turnpike-road, 
and chiefly inhabited by femilies employed in agri- 
cultural pursuits. Fairs are held on April 22nd, 
Jane dOtn, and August 15th, and at Drws*y-Nant, 
in the neigfabonrho^, on October 28rd* 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 rojral bounty, and £800 pariiamentary grant; 
net income, £92 ; patron and impropriator. Sir 
Robert Williames Vaughan, Bart. The church, de- 
~ to St Maohn»th, is a neat stone edifice, 
a low square tower, surmounted by a spire; 
and consists of a nave, diancel, and south transept^ 
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the two latter of which were built, in 1820, by Sir 
R. W. Vaughan, in testimony of his respect for the 
memory of his Maiesty King George III., as ex- 
pressed on two tablets, one inscribed in Welsh, and 
the other in English : the more ancient portion of 
the edifice was newly seated, roofed, and otherwise 
thoroughly repaired in the year 1800; it contains 
severaThandsome monuments. From 35 to 40 chil- 
dren (mostly males) are instructed in a day school, at 
the expense of their parents; and there are six Sun- 
day scDools, connected with dissenters, in which 490 
males and females are taught gratuitously. There 
are three rent^ charges of £2 each, left by unknown 
bene&ctors, in trust to the minister and church- 
wardens for distribution about Christmas among the 
poor; who also receive in small sums, generally on 
Crood Friday, £2. 10., the proceeds of bequests of 
£20 each, from John David, and Thomas Price, and 
£10 from Mary Jones. Above the seat of Nannau 
is a lofty rode, the summit of which is encircled with 
a rampart of loose stones : it is called Moel OJrtom, 
^'the hill of sacrifice/' There is an old house in 
the parish, designated Cynmarch, or Cae March, 
whicn is surrounded by a moat, but of which little 
is known. At Cwmeision is a chalybeate spring, 
termed Fynnon Gdch; and there is also in the parish 
a spring of excellent water, styled Fynnon y Capel. 
Rice Jones, a noted Welsh bard, author of a work 
named ** Oorchestion y Beirdd," who wss a native of 
this parish, lived and died at T^ Udia, Blaenau, and 
was buried in the church of this place. 

LLANVAELOG (LLAN-FAELOG), a pa- 
rish, in the hundred of Llyvok, union and county of 
Anglesey, North Wales, 7 miles (w.) from Lian«- 
gevni; containing 786 inhabitants. This place is 
pleasantly situated on the shore of Carnarvon bay; 
and by it is bounded on the west and north-west; by 
the parish of LlSchylched on the north ; by that of 
Llangwyvan on the south; and by that of Llan- 
beuhm on the east: it comprises by computation 
1346 acres, chiefly arable lano, inclosed with earthen 
banks or stone renoes, and Uie soil of which is a 
sandy light leam, producing barley and oats, with a 
small quantity of wheat and hay. The sea views 
are fine and extensive; and the neighbouring waters, 
the shores of which in some parts are rocky, abound 
with soles and tnrbot, which are taken in consider- 
able quantities during the summer season. The pa- 
rish contains a large fresh-water lake, called Maelog, 
supplied by a brook in the vicinity. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, annexed to the rectory of Llan- 
beulan : the church, dedicated to St. Maelog, is a 
very ancient structure, supposed to have been built 
in the early part of the seventh century, and con- 
tains accommodation for 150 persons, most of the 
sittings being free. There are places of worship for 
Wesleyans, Independents, and Calvlnistic Metho- 
dists: about 50 children are instructed in a day 
school,^ OS the National system; and there are se* 
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vcral Sunday schools in connexion with the dissen- 
ters, and conducted gratuitously, in which are 250 
males and females. Some charitable donations and 
bequests have been made to the poor by a few bene- 
factors ; but they have been mostly applied to paro- 
chial purposes, and the interest, amounting to about 
35«., IS therefore paid from the rates. Not far from 
the church, on an elevated spot of ground, is^a large 
cromlech, consisting of five upright stones, support- 
ing a large stone nearly in a horizontal position, 
about twelve feet long, beneath which is a small cell 
or cavity. 

LLANVAELRHtS (LLAN-FAELRHtS), 
a parish, in the union of Pwllheli, hundred of 
CoMMiTMAEN, Llcyn division of the county of Car- 
narvon, North Wales, 12 miles (s. w.) from 
Pwllheli ; containing 235 inhabitants. This parish, 
which is situated on the shore of St George's Chan- 
nel, at the southern extremity of the great promon- 
tory of Lleyn, is bounded on the north by the parish 
of Bryncroes, on the north-east by that of Rhiw, on 
the west by Aberdaron, and on the south and south- 
east by PorthniuU bay. It comprises by measure- 
ment 2000 acres, of which about one-fourth part is 
arable, and three-fourths are pasture ; the soil, gene- 
rally of good quality, rests on clay ; and the surfeu^, 
which is intersected by the small river Daron, is 
tolerably level, being varied only by a few hills, and 
not distine^uished by any peculiarity of feature : of 
the rateable annual value the return made amounts 
to £774. 1. 4. The views embrace an extensive 
prospect of the adjacent country, which is finely 
diversified, and of the channel. There are two 
manranese quarries. Mullionydd is the only gentle- 
man^ mansion. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
annexed to the vicarage of Aberdaron : the church, 
dedicated to St Maelrh^s, is a very small edifice, of 
plain and simple style, in a dilapidated condition ; 
and there are places of worship for Independents and 
Calvinistic Methodists. A circulating charity school, 
for the gratuitous instruction of poor children, was 
once held in the villafi^e every fourth year, in turn 
with the parishes of Aberdaron^ Bryncroes, and 
Rhiw, for the support of which a tenement was be- 
queathed in Bryncroes ; but this system of education 
has been superseded, and the fund, amounting to 
£9 per annum, is divided among the four places in 
support of a school in each, on the recommendation 
of the commissioners. There are some small dona- 
tions and bequests in land for the repairs of the 
church, amounting to 17a. Ir. 6/>., and paying a rent 
of £9. 1 1. 6., which is expended for that purpose. 

LLAN VAES, a parish, in the union of Bangor 
and Beaumaris, hundred of Tyndaethwy, county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, I mile (n. n. e.) 
from Beaumaris ; containing 268 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is situated on the shore of the Menai 
strait, is supposed to have derived its name, signify- 
ing ** the church of the field," from a memorable 
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battle said to have taken place here, early in the 
ninth century, between Egbert, King of the West 
Saxons, who had effected a landing in Anglesey, near 
the site of the present town of Beaumaris, and a body 
of Welsh forces, whom he totally defeated in a san- 
guinary engagement; and although he was shortly 
after compellra by Mervyn VrycE, the sovereign of 
North Wales, to retreat into England, this victory 
ensured to him so long possession of the entire island, 
that its ancient name of Mona was abandoned by the 
Anglo-Saxons for its present appellation, signifyine^ 
** the Englishmen's Isle.'' In 1237 died Joan, wife 
'of Llewelyn ab lorwerth. Prince of North VVales, 
and daughter of John, King of England, who was 
buried, agreeably to her own desire, on the sea-shore 
at this place. Llewelyn, either to do honour to the 
English monarch, her father, or as a tender memorial 
of regard to her memory, erected over the grave of 
this princess a monastery of Franciscan friars, which 
was consecrated by Howel, Bishop of Bangor, prior 
to the year 1240, when the decease both of this pre- 
late and of Llewelyn himself occurred. It was dedi- 
cated to St Francis, and became the place of inter- 
ment of many barons and knights slain in the Welsh 
wars: the conventual chapel was erected over Uie 
tomb of the princess Joan. During the insurrection 
of the Welsh under Madoc, in the reign of Eklward 
I., this house was burned to the ground by the in- 
surgents, and lay in ruins until restored by Edward 
II., who, in consideration of the misfortunes sustained 
by the friars, remitted to them the annual payment 
of £12. 10., which they had made to the crown pre- 
viously to this war. ' 

The monks of Llanvaes favoured the insurrection 
of Owain Glyndwr against Henry IV., who, in re- 
venge for this conduct, in his first march against 
Owain, plundered the convent, put several of the 
friars to the sword, and carried away the rest pri- 
soners. He afterwards, however, set them at liberty, 
and made restitution to the priory of its ancient 
rivileges and possessions; but at the same time 
e placed in it monks of English birth. It appears 
after this either to have suffered further molestation, 
or to have fallen into decay, for it was again re- 
stored by patent of Henry V., who ordained that the 
establishment should consist of eight friars, of whom 
only two were to be natives of Wales. From this 
penod it continued to flourish till the dissolution, at 
which time its revenue was estimated at £96. 13. 2. 
The site was granted by Henry VIII., in the d2nd 
year of his reign, to Nicholas Brownlow, and was 
afterwards purcnased by the family of White, now 
extinct, who erected an elegant mansion on the spot, 
which has been fi^reatly enlarged and modernized by 
its present proprietor. Sir R. B. Williams Bulkeley, 
Bart., who occasionally makes it his residence. Tms 
mansion, which is spacious and handsome, is called 
the Friary, from its situation on the site of the ancient 
priory : over an arched gateway in the inner court is 
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a shield charged with the armorial bearings of Coll- 
wyn ab Tagno, lord of Eivionydd and Ardudwy, 
founder of one of the fifteen tribes of North Wales, 
and ancestor of the family of White ; the date under- 
neath (1623) probably refers to the time of the 
erection of the original mansion by that family. 

The rich and fertile vale in which the parish is 
situated abounds with pleasingly diversified and beau- 
tifully picturesque scenery, and is enlivened with 
several handsome seats, of which Baron Hill, near 
the town of Beaumaris, and the Friary above men- 
tioned, now the residence of Lady Williams, are the 
principal : besides these, it contains also the seats of 
Henll^s and Cichle. The parish is of small extent: 
the soil is fertile, and on the whole well cultivated, 
consisting of rich meadows and corn-fields, with a few 
acres of woodland. The greater portion is within 
the limits of the borough otBeaumaris. The living 
is a perpetual curacy, with that of Penmon annexed, 
endowed with £400 private benefaction, £800 royal 
bounty, and £600 parliamentary grant; net income, 
£180 ; patron and impropriator. Sir R. B. Williams 
Bulkeley. The church, dedicated to St Catherine, 
is an ancient and spacious structure, in the early 
style of English architecture, with a lofty square 
embattled tower, surmounted with pinnacles, which 
was built in 1811, at the sole expense of Viscount 
Bulkeley: the interior is well arranged, and the 
chancel, which is spacious and lofty, has a good east 
window of elegant design. Two Sunday schools, 
consisting of 120 males and females, are supported 
by Calvinistic Methodists; and there is an alms- 
house for ten poor old men, founded by Mr. David 
Hughes, about the year 1610. Lady Bulkeley, in 
1823, bequeathed £1000 in trust to the Archdeacon 
of Bangor and the minister of Llanvaes, to distri- 
bute the interest annually among the poor of the 
parish ; and this sum has oeen invested in the pur- 
chase of stock, the dividends on which, amounting to 
£38^ are distributed half-yearly in sums varymg 
from 2«. 6d, to 15s., according to the will ot the 
benefactress. Other benefactions for the use of the 
poor have been made at different periods, the prin- 
cipal of which were donations of £12, by Mr. 
White, and £10, by Mary Parry, the whole amount- 
ing to £38; but nearly half was laid out on bad 
security, and lost 

The remains of the ancient conventual buildings 
of the priory consist only of a portion of the walls of 
the chapel, forming part of a building situated about 
a furlong south of the church, and now used as a 
barn, the details of which show it to have been ori- 
ginally a stately edifice in the early style of English 
ardiitecture. The stone coffin in which the prin- 
cess Joan was originally interred, after the disso- 
lution, was placed near a small brook on the farm, 
and for more than two centuries and a half used as a 
watering-trough for horses, till the late lord Bulke- 
ley directed it to be removed and placed under an 
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arch in the grounds of Baron Hill, where it now is. 
At a short distance from the village is Castell Aber 
Llienawfi^, a small quadrilateral fortress, with the re- 
mains of a circular tower at each angle, and sur- 
rounded by a fosse, from which a hollow way extends 
to the shore, where is a mound of earth thrown up 
to defend the landing. The fortress was founded by 
Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, and Hugh, Earl of 
Shrewsbury, in 1098, when they made an invasion 
of North Wales, and committed the most barbarous 
outrages on the inhabitants of this part of the prin- 
cipality. During the parliamentary war in the reign 
of Charles I. the fort was garrisoned for the parlia- 
ment, but was taken by Colonel Robinson, in 1645, 
and kept for the king. 

LLANVAES, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales. — See Llammaes. 

LLANVAETHLU (LLAN-FAETHLU), a 
parish, in the hundred of Talybolion, union and 
county of Anglesey, North Wales, 5 miles (n. 
by w.) from B6dedem ; containins^ 483 inhabitants. 
This parish, which is of very considerable extent, is 
pleasantly situated on a tract of rising ground above 
Holyhead Roads, and commands an extensive view 
over the Irish Sea, by which it is bounded on the 
west It is considered to have been known at a very 
early period to the Romans, who are thought to have 
had a smelting place here, for the ore of the Parys 
mountain; and tnis supposition is confirmed in some 
degree by the discovery of a cake of copper-ore, 
weighing fifty-four lb., and stamped with a mark 
resembling the Roman letter L, about the year 1757, 
and by the quantities of charcoal and scoria of cop- 
per that are frequently turned up by the plough in 
tilling the land upon the higher grounds. The sur- 
fiice IS inclosed, and, with the exception only of a 
small proportion, in a good state of cultivation ; the 
immediate neighbourhood is enlivened with some 
handsome seats. Within the narish is Carreg Lwyd, 
the ancient liEmiily mansion ot the Griffiths, by whom 
it has been occupied for centuries : the grounds are 
extensive, and ornamented with well-grown timber, 
and within them is a lake of considerable size. Near 
this spot is a signal station, communicating with 
Holyhead on the west, and Llaneilian on the east, 
and forming a link in the chain of posts between 
Holyhead and Liverpool. Limestone of very supe- 
rior quality abounds in the parish, and the working 
of it would be attended with much advantage. 

The living is a rectory, with the perpetual curacy 
of Llanvwrog annexed, rated in the king's books at 
£16. 17. 1.; patron, Bbhop of Bangor: the tithes 
of both parishes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £636; and there are an excellent and 
well built glebe-house, erected by the present in- 
cumbent, and a glebe of nearly 21| acres, valued at 
£60 per annum altogether. The church, dedicated 
to St Maethlu, and situated on a lofty eminence 
overlooking the Irish Sea, is a small and handsome 
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structure of modem erection ; and the interior, which 
is one of the neatest in the isUuid, is ornamented 
with a good east window of three o^ee-headed lights, 
embellished with modern stained glass : on the south 
side of the church are some ancient monuments to 
the memory of deceased members of the family of 
Griffith. There are places of worship for Calvinistic 
and Wesleyan Methodists. About 30 children are 
instructed in a day school, at the expense of their 
parents, with the exception of a few who are paid 
for by the rector and another gentleman ; and there 
is a Sunday school, in which about 50 males and 
females are taught gratuitously by the Baptists. A 
charitable bequest of £38 was made to the poor by 
an unknown benefactor, besides which there are a 
few smaller donations, the produce of which is an« 
nually distributed among tne poor; together widi 
£7, the rent accruing from a cottage and about five 
acres of land, acquired by the parish nearly a century 
and a half since. 

LLANVAGDALEN,orLLANVAGLAN 
(LLAN-FAGLAN), a parish, in the hundred of 
IsaoRVAi, union and county of Carnarvon, North 
Wales, 2 miles (w. s. w.) from Carnarvon; con- 
taining 205 inhabitants. This parish, which derives 
its name from the dedication of its church to St. 
Baglan, is situated on the Menai strait, near its 
southern extremity, and is bounded on the north and 
east by Llanbeblig, on the south by Llanwnda, and 
on the west by the strait; it comprises between 600 
and 700 acres, of which about one-half is arable. 
The soil and sarfoce of the land are various ; in some 
parts the high, rugged, and sterile rocks strikingly 
contrast with low and fertile gprounds of hazel loam, 
producing good crops of wheat, barley, and oats; 
and the scenery is enriched by some fine plantations 
of oak, ash, and alder trees* The parish, of which 
the rateable annual value is returned at £512. 8. 5., 
comprises only a few fafms and widely-scattered 
dwellings. The Kving is a perpetual curacy, an- 
nexed to the vicarage of Llanwnda : the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £123, of which 
£115 is the amount payable to the Principal and 
Fellows of Jesus' College, Oxford, and £8 to the 
vicar, who has also a glebe of six acres, valued at 
£1. 5. per annum. The church, situated in the cen- 
tre of a large field, to which there is no public road, 
is an ancient edifice, consisting of a nave and chan- 
cel, with a spacious chapel on the north side : the 
eastern gable is ornamented with the remains of an 
old cross, curiously sculptured. 

LLAN VAIR (LLAN-FAIR), a parish, in the 
union of Festinioo, hundred of Ardudwy, county 
of Merioneth, North Wales, 1^ mile (s.) from 
Harlech; containing 464 inhabitants. This parish 
is situated in the western part of the county, on the 
road from Barmouth to Harlech, and upon the shore 
of Cardigan bay, over which it commands a fine and 
extensive view, and was visited, towards the latter 
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part of the twelfth century, by Archbnhop BaMwin, 
accompanied by Giraldos Cambreasis, in his tour to 
preach the crusades through the principality who 
passed one night at this place in his way from X owyn 
to Nevin. In 1810 an act of parliament was ob- 
tained for improving the common and waste landsy 
under the provisions of which two thousand six 
hundred and fifty-nine acres have been inclosed, mad 
of this extent a great part has been brought into 
cultivation. The surface of the parish is striking^lj 
varied widi mountainous eminences, but the scenery 
is marked rather with features of bold grandeur than 
of pleasing or picturesque beauty. The distant 
views presentjseveral objects of interest and variety, 
among which, as seen from Ae higher grounds, are 
the remains of Harlech Castle, occupying a com- 
manding eminence overlooking the fine open bay. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £6. 10. 10., and endowed with £200 
private benefaction, and £200 royal bounty ; present 
net income, £165, with a glebe-house; patron. 
Bishop of Bangor : the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £149. 17. 6.; and there » a 
glebe of three acres, valued at £3 per annum. The 
church, dedicated to St. Mary, is an ancient edifice, 
romantically situated in a ver^ retired spot, under 
the shelter of some precipitous mountains that rise 
immediately behind it to a considerable height. A 
day school, containing about 15 boys and 15 giris, is 
supported by the trustees of Mrs. Bevan's charity ; 
and there is a Sunday school, in which about 30 
males and females are taught gratuitously by Calvin- 
istic Methodists. Samuel Pool, in the year 1664, 
bequeathed a portion of land ; Griffith Rowlands, in 
1732, left £20 in money; md William Wynne, in 
1761, and William Morgan, in 1778^ £10 each, to 
the poor, for whose benefit also several smaller cha- 
ritable donations have been made. With the prin- 
cipal portion of these bequests a piece of land was 
1)urchased in 1831 for £20, on which two small 
louses were erected at a cost of £35 ; and in these 
two poor families are permitted to reside rent-free, 
the parish allowing £2. 15. interest for the money 
expended, which sum, with £1. 10. from the Pool 
and Wynne benefactions, is distributed at Easter 
and Christmas among the poor. On the form of 
Gwerneinion, in the parish, are the remains of a 
cromlech. 

LLANVAIR, or LLANVAIR-CAEREIN- 
lON (LLAN-FAIR-CAER-EINION), a mar- 
ket-town and parish, in the union of Llanvyllin, 
lower division of the hundred of Mathraval, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, Smiles (w.) from 
Welshpool, 16 (n. w.) from Montgomery, and 188j^ 
(n. w. by w.) from London ; containing 2748 inha- 
bitants. The name of this place is derived from the 
dedication of its church to St. Mary, and its cKstin- 
guishing adjunct from an ancient encampment said 
to have been constructed, in the latter part of the 
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fourth century, by Einion Yrtb, tenth son of Cunedda 
Wledig, the Cumbrian prince. The town is plea^ 
santly situated on the aeclivity of an eminence ris- 
ing from the south bank of the small river Banwy, 
which falls into the Vvmwy, and on the turnpike- 
road leading from Welshpool to Machynlleth and 
IDoIgelley. It consists principally of two streets, 
intersecting each other nearly at right angles, and is 
neatly built and of prepossessing appearance. The 
manufacture of flannel is carried on to a moderate 
extent: the market, which is abundantly supplied 
with corn and provisions of all kinds, is on Saturday ; 
and fairs are held annually on Shrove Tuesday, 
Saturday before Palm Sunday, May Idth, July 26th, 
October Srd, November 1st, and on the Friday before 
Christmas-day, for horses, cattle, sheep, and wares. 
The town is under the jurisdiction of the county 
magistrates : the petty sessions for the lower division 
of the hundred of Mathraval are occasionally held 
here ; and Llanvair was made, by the Reform Act 
of 1832, one of the polling-places m the election of a 
knight for the shire. Tl^ town-hall is a plain, but 
neat and oomnsodious building. The parish extends 
seven miles in length and six in breadth, and com- 
prises a large tract of arable and pasture land : all 
the remaining wastes were inclosed under an act of 
parliament obtained in the year 1810, for the divi- 
sion and inclosure of the waste lands of this place, 
Llangyniew, and Castle Caer Einion, including all 
in the manor of Caer Einion is Coed ; and consider- 
able portions have been brought under cultivation 
in this parish, of the entire sur&ce of which, prior 
to that time, not more than two-thirds had oeen 
iocloeed. The rateable annual value of the parish 
has been returned at £9550. The ground is boldly 
undulated, rising in some parts into lofty eminences; 
and the entire district is pleasingly diversified, com- 
bining also many features of picturesque beauty, and 
numerous objects of interest to the antiquary. 

The living is a dbcharged vicarage, rated in the 
king^s books at £10, and endowed wiSi £200 private 
benefaction, and £200 royal bounty; present net 
income, £400 ; patron. Bishop of St Asaph ; impro^ 
priators. Sir W. W. Wynne, Bart, and H. Jones, 
Esq. : die tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £779, of which a sum of £450 is payable 
to the impropriators ; £314 to the vicar, who has also 
a glebe of 43 acres, valued at £50 per annum ; and 
£15 to the parish-clerk. The church, dedicated to 
St Marv, is an ancient structure, in the early style 
of English architecture, containing some old ssonu- 
ments, among which is one, under a window on the 
southern side, bearing the effigy of a knight in 
armour, well executed in stone. There are five 
places of worship for W^lsh Calvinistic Methodists, 
four for Independents, two for Wesleyans, and one 
for Baptists. The schools consist of four day 
schools, in which 112 children of both sexes are 
instructed at their parents' expense; an inftmts' 
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school, containing about 45 children ; and four Sun- 
day schools, attended by 300 males and females, 
taught by benevolent individuals. In 1685 William 
ana Mary Edwards and Elizabeth Davis gave a 
rent-charge of £2, payable out of a farm called Der- 
wteg, in the township of Rhiw Hiriaeth in the pa- 
rish, for instructing ten poor children, which is given 
to a master for that purpose. Evan James, of Gelli-^ 
gason, in the parish, bequeathed, in 1687, the sum 
of £50, directing the interest to be appropriated to 
the apprenticing of children of that hamlet and of 
the hamlet of renarth ; the money is invested on a 
bond of the trustees of the third district of the 
Montgomeryshire turnpike-roads, and yields an in- 
terest of £2. 10. per annum, which is expended in 
apprenticing a boy annually. There is also a trifling 
benefaction of a rent-charge of £1 for distribution 
among the poor. The Roman road from Caer-Sws 
to Mediolanunij Banchorium, and Deva^ passed 
through the hamlets of Penarth and Rhiw Hiriaeth, 
and traces of it may still be discerned near Ystrad, 
about two miles south of the town. In a field near 
the river Banwy, a Roman nm was dug up, in 1740, 
containing a great number of copper cmns of several 
Roman emperors ; the urn was broken, but many of 
the coins are at present in the possession of Mrs. 
Jenkins, of Crosswood. On the summit of the hill 
above Rhiw Hirjaedi House are the remains of an 
ancient encampment, said to be die fortress con- 
structed by Einion, from which the parish derives 
the distinguishing adjunct to its name. 

LLANVAIR-AR-Y-BRtN (LLAN-FAIR- 
AR-Y-BR'^N), a parish, in the union of Llando- 
very, higher diviuon of the hundred of Perveth, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, ^ a mile 
(n. £•) from Llandovery, on the turnpike^road to 
Builth ; comprising the townships of Rhandir Abbot, 
Rhandir Canol, Rhandir Isav, and Rhandir Uch&v; 
and containiug 1649 inhabitants. The name of this 

Earish, signifying <* the church of St. Marv on the 
ill," is £rived from the situation of its church on 
an eminence within the lines of a Roman station in 
the adjoining parish of Llandingat, and which has 
been already described in the article on that place. 
In the township of Rhandir Abbot are some exten- 
sive lead-mines, the property of T£sx\ Cawdor, situ- 
ated near Fwll Pradog, a spot remarkable for the ro- 
mantic scenery by which it is surrounded. These 
mines, which are among the principal in South 
Wales, have at different times employed from one to 
two hundred workmen ; but the number is now ma- 
terially diminished, owing to the long and laborious 
land-carriage to the port of Llanelly, where it was 
smelted in works erected early in the present cen- 
tury, expressly for that purpose. The surface of 
the paridi is boldly updulated, and in some parts 
even mountainous. 

The living is a vicarage, annexed to that of Llan- 
dingaty and endowed with £1000 parliamentary 
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grant: the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charg^e of £600, of ivhich £444. 16. are payable to 
the Precentor and Chapter of St. David's, £111. 4. 
to the vicar, and £44 to an impropriator. The 
church, dedicated to St. Mary, and situated in Llan- 
dingat, nearly a mile from its own parish, is an an- 
cient edifice, consisting of one large aisle, with a 
tower; but it presents no interesting architectural 
details. In the township of Rhandir Abbot is a 
neat chapel, called Nant-y-Bai, the living of which 
is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £200 private 
beneraction, and £1000 royal bounty; net income, 
£59 ; patron, Earl Cawdor : the original chapel was 
at Ystrad-Fin. There are three pktces of worship 
for Independents, and one for Calvinistic Methodists. 
About 25 children are educated in a day school, 
which is partly supf>orted by Earl Cawdor, who 
allows the master £5 per annum, and partly by the 
parents ; another day school, appertaining to Inde- 
pendents, contains 20 children, who are taught at 
the expense of their parents; and there are four 
Sunday schools, in which 220 males and females 
receive gratuitous instruction. The Roman road 
named the Sam Helen may be distinctly traced in 
several parts of its course thrQugh this parish to the 
station Loventittm^ at Llanio, in the county of Car- 
digan. 

LLANVAIR-CLYDOGAU (LLAN-FAIR- 
Y.CLYWEDOGAU),,a parUh, in the union of 
Lampeter, upper division of the hundred of Moy- 
THEN, county of Cardigan, South Wales, 4 miles 
(n. e. by E.) from Lampeter; containing 471 inha- 
bitants. This parish is bounded on the south by 
Cellan and Lampeter, on the north-east by Llan- 
dewy-Brevi, and on die west by Llangyby ; and is 
pleasantly situated in the upper part of the Vale of 
Teivy, that river flowing through the parish, and 
being here crossed by a bridge of two arches, oppo- 
site to the church; it is also intersected for tnree 
miles by the turnpike-road leading from Lampeter 
to Tregaron ; and the parish contains two hamlets, 
one on each side of the Teivy. The surrounding 
scenery is characterised generally by those features 
which prevail in this part of the principality, and the 
views from the higher grounds embrace extensive 
prospects over a richly-diversified tract of country. 
The soil, though various, is in general Yertile, par- 
ticularly on the lower lands, and the substratum 
abounds with mineral wealth : oats and barley are 
the chief agricultural produce; and the prevailing 
kinds of timber are oak and ash. A valuable mine 
of lead-ore, containing a considerable proportion of 
silver, and in which also are found quartz, spar, 
and a small quantity of copper-ore, has oeen worked 
for the last thirty years with considerable success, 
though in dry seasons during that period the works 
have been frequently suspended from want of water 
sufficient to give motion to the machinery employed : 
the works are at present carried on at a depth of 
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two hundred and fifty feet below the surface, and 
offer sufficient encouragement for the continuance of 
the operations: the average produce of the mine, 
which is the property of I^rd Carrington, the chief 
landed proprietor, is twenty-five tons of ore per 
annum, eacn ton of which contains upon an average 
from seventy-five to eighty ounces of pure silver. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal Dounty ; net income, £65 ; alternate 
patrons. Lord Carrington and Captain George 
Laurence Vaughan, the impropriators ; whose tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £180. 
The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is a small and 
very ancient structure, not possessing any architec- 
tural details of importance. There is a place of 
worship for Wesleyan Methodists; and there are 
three Sunday schools, two of which afford g^tuitous 
instruction to 100 males and females, and in the 
third, which for a part of the year is also a day 
school, about 30 children are taught at the expense 
of their parents. Contiguous to the lead-mines was 
an ancient family mansion of the Lloyds, one of 
whom represented the county in parliament in the 
reign of Charles L, but vacated his seat upon the 
condemnation of the unfortunate Strafford : a con- 
temporary historian describes Mr. Lloyd as a '* g^^' 
tleman and a scholar, nobly iust in his deportment, 
and naturally fit to manage the affairs of his country.^ 
This mansion latterly belonged to the family of 
Johnes of Havod, and was the residence of the father 
of the late lord-lieutenant of the county till his mar- 
riage, after which time it was suffered to £ei11 into a 
state of decay. It was a building of very great an- 
tiquity : the walk were in some parts five yards in 
thickness, and in several parts of the building there 
was the date 1080 : it is now a ruin, having fallen 
down within the last few years. On the hills m some 
parts of the parish are the remains of ancient earth- 
works, but not of sufficient interest to require minute 
description. 

LLANVAIR-DYFRYN-CLWYD (LLAN- 
FAIR-DYFFRYN-CLWYD), a parish, in the 
union and hundred of Ruthin, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales, 2 miles (s.) from Uuthin, on the 
road to Wrexham and Llangollen ; containing 1255 
inhabitants. This parish is pleasantly situated on 
the banks of the river Clwyd, at the upper extremity 
of the spacious vale to which it gives name, and 
abounds with interesting and beautifully - varied 
scenery. It formerly contained a great number of 
ancient mansions, occupied by opulent and highlv- 
respectable families ; and uf>on one o<^casion the 

Sand jury for the great sessions of the county of 
enbigh consisted entirely of persons chosen from, 
and resident in, the parish. But by hi the greater 
number have been deserted by their owners, and 
converted into fieurm-houses ; tnose which are still 
occupied by their proprietors are Eyarth, Br^nfyn- 
non, and Flas-Newydd. The substratum of the 
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parish is limestone, of which great quantities are 
procured for building, and also burnt into lime : the 
quarries and limekilns are extensive, and aflPord em- 
ployment to a considerable portion of the popula- 
tion. The rateable annual value of Llanvair has 
been returned at £5666* Courts leet and baron, 
with view of frankpledge, are held at Easter by the 
Bishop of Bangor, who is lord of the manor, for a 
portion of the parish : another small portion is within 
the limits of the borough of Ruthin. 

Llanvair forms a prebend in the cathedral church 
of Bangor, rated in the king's books at £29. 16. 8., 
and in the g^ of the Bishop : the living is a vicar- 
age, rated at £13. d. 4., endowed with a third of the 
great tithes, and also in the patronage of the Bi- 
shop: the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge 
of £870. 12., of which a sum of £580. 3. 8., is payable 
to the Prebendary, and one of £290. 8. 4., to the 
Vicar, who has a glebe-house. The church, dedi- 
cated to St Mary, is a spacious and handsome struc- 
ture, in the later style of English architecture : the 
internal decoration, is rich, and in the east window 
are some fine specimens of ancient stained glass, 
with the date MCCCCIIL, at which time it is sup- 
posed the church was built ; there are some elegant 
monuments, amcmg which is an altar-tomb of great 
antiquity, surmounted with a richly-carved canopy of 
foliage, in the centre of which is a shield bearing the 
iigure of a griffin, and round the border the inscription 
ffic jacet David JUita Madoe^ requiescat in pace^ in 
Saxon capitals. In the hamlet of Eyarth is Jesus' 
dhapel, a neat small edifice, founded in 1619 by Mr. 
•Rice Williams, Verger of Westminster Abbey, Lon- 
don, a native of this hamlet, who endowed it with an 
annual stipend for the minister <*to read evening 
prayers in the chapel, and to teach school therein ;'' 
it was consecrated in 1623, and was conveyed by 
deed to trustees, in 1626, by the founder. The living 
18 a perpetual curacy, endowed originally with a 
rent-chai^e, which has been augmented wiUi £1000 
royal bounty; net income, £^; patron, Richard 
Parry, Esq., and two churchwardens. There are 
places of worship for Calvinistic and Wesleyan Me- 
thodists, Independents, and Baptists. A day school, 
containing about 40 children of both sexes, is sup- 
ported by subscription, amounting to £20 per an- 
num ; and there is another, in which 20 are taught 
at the expense of their parents. There are also six 
Sunday schools, in one of which are 40 children, who 
attend the Established Church ; the others appertain 
to dissenters, and afford gratuitous instruction to a 
large number of males and feAiales. In 1713, Mr. 
William Fouike conveyed six fields or parcels of 
knd, containing about 13 acres, to the vicar and 
churchwardens of Llanvair, in tnist for the poor; and 
directed that the rent derived from the tenements 
should be appropriated to the *^ relief and mainte- 
nance of the most weak, impotent, aged, sickly, in- 
digent, and naked folks of the parish, who should be 
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incapable of either working for their livelihood, or of 
walking abroad to beg for their living :" the property 
is in the parish of Llanverras, and now produces a 
rental of x20 per annum. In 1756, the benefiactions 
that had been previously made to the poor, amounts 
ing to £105, were laid out in the purchase of an 
estate comprising 25 acres and 23 perches of land, 
with a house and premises, and then yielding £6 
per annum: under the Llanarmon inclosure act) 
14a. 3r. 14p., were allotted in right of this property, 
and the whole is now let to one tenant, at £21. 10. 
per year. Among other bequests and donations to 
the parish, the interest of £100 was left in 1812, by 
Mrs. Catherine Wynne, and the interest on a like 
sum, in 1822, by Mr. John Jones of Chester; be- 
sides which the sum of £207. 14., the amount of the 
consolidated charities of the parish, has been invested 
in the Wrexham and Denbigh turnpike trust, and in 
the Ruthin and Mold trust. The income from these 
several sources is £64. 17. 6., which is distributed to 
the poor conformably with the intentions of the 
donors, on Good Friday and St Thomas's-day. On 
the summit of Craig-yr-Adwywynt are some ancient 
intrenchments, extending in the form of a crescent, 
terminating at each extremity in an abrupt precipice: 
the area of this camp, which is called x Caerau, 
** the fortifications," comprises about seven acres, and 
is defended by huge masses of unhewn stone, rudely 
put together without cement Symwnt Vychan, an 
eminent bard of the sixteenth century, resided at 
T^-Brith, in the parish. 

LLANVAIR-ISGAER (LLAN-FAIR-lS- 
GAER), a parish, in the hundred of Isgohvat, 
union and county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 
S miles (n. n. e.) from Carnarvon ; containing 549 
inhabitants. This parish, which derives its name 
from the dedication of its church to St Mary, and 
its position below an ancient fortress, is situated on 
the Menai strait, and on the high road from Bangor 
to Carnarvon. The Romans under the conduct of 
Agricola are said to have forded the Menai from the 
shore of this parish to that of Llanidan, on their 
march to the reduction of Anglesey : there are still 
some remains of a Roman intrenchment, and vestiges 
of the road formed by that general may be clearly 
traced within the parish. I'he regularity of tl^ 
sur&ce is boldly broken by abrupt and rocky 
eminences ; the lands are partially inclosed and 
cultivated, and the soil, though varied, is not un- 
productive ; the rateable annual value being returned 
^t £1536. 14. 6. The surrounding scenery is strik- 
ingly bold ; and the views from the higher grounds, 
.embracing a tract of richly varied country to the 
east, and the fine bay of Carnarvon on the west, are 
interesting and extensive. Copper-ore is found 
•throughout the whole of the rocky district, but not 
in quantities suflBcient to induce any adventurer to 
open mines, or to establish any regular works for 
procuring it The situation of this place is highly 
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advantageous for commerce; within the parish is 
Forth Dinorwig, the shippine-place for the produce of 
the slate quarries in the aajoining parish of Llandein- 
iolen, from which it is brought to •this place by a 
railroad seven miles in ienffth. The living is a per- 
petual curacy, endowed with £600 roysJ bounty, 
a;ad £200 narliamentary grant; net income, £77; 
patron, Bisnop of Bangor : the tithes have been com** 
muted for a rent^hor^e of £191. 4. 9*, of which the 
amount payable to Lord Newborough, the impro- 
priatoir, is £154. 10. 6., to the Bishop of Chester, 
£21. 14. a, and to the Vicar of LlanbeUig £15. The 
church, which occupies a beantiftil and sequestered 
spot on the eastern bank of the Menai, though small, 
is a neat and venerable structure, in the 4ater style 
of English architecture, atid is kept in good repair. 
There are two Sunday schools, in one of which are 
about 25 children, who attend the Established 
Church, and are instructed ffnituitoosly ; the other 
appertains to Calvinistic Meuiodists, and consists t»f 
aoout 85 males and females. The interest of £5, the 

fift of Elizabeth Jones, is annually distributed in 
read to the poor; and a benefoction of similar 
amount has been lost fay the insolvency of the person 
to whom it was lent 

LLANVAIR-MATHAVARNEITHAV 
(LLAN-FAIR-MATHAFARN-EITHAF), a 
parish, in the hundred of TvNDAETfiWT, union and 
county of Anglesey, North Wxles, 7 miles (n. w. 
by w.) from Beaumaris; containing 741 inhabteaats. 
This parish is situated on the shore of the Iririi Sea, 
which bounds it on the east; on the north it is 
bounded by the parish of Llaneugrad, on the south 
by Llanddy vnan, and on the west by Tregajran ; and 
it comprises by measurement 1654 acres, of whi<^ 
about 1000 are arable and pasture land. The soil is 
light, resting for the most part on a substratum of 
limestone ; and the surface, though not level, is yet 
not hilly; in particular situations the view of the 
Bea is of very great extent. The lands under tillage 
are in a good state of cultivation, but wheat is very 
little sown, the chief produce being oats and barley ; 
several good houses have been erected on the common 
lands, which have been recently inclosed. Black, 
grey, and variegated marble exist within its limits, 
the last of which is of very superior quality, and 
possesses a ereat variety and brilliancy of colour, and 
IS susceptible of a high degree of polish. There is a 
small mill-stone quarry in the paiish, in which about 
fifteen hands are employed in raising and chiselling 
the stone. The living is a perpetual curacy, an- 
nexed to the rectory of Lianddy vnan : the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-cbar^e of £109. 19. 7. 
The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is a very old 
building, and at present in great want of repair. 
There are places of worship for Calvinistic and We»- 
leyan MetJ^odists ; also four Sunday schools^ in one 
of which are 150 males and females, who attend the 
^tablisHed Church; the others appertain to dis- 
122 



senters, and contain nearly 280 ; all are iBStrocted 
gratuitously, and bodes and clothing are provided 
for the poorest The interest arising horn some small 
charitable benefactions, the principal of which wete 
£8. by Thomas Owen, and a simitar sum by Thomas 
John Price, ^e whole amountifig to £17, is annually 
distributed among liie poor, together with £2. 4^ 
the propordou payable to this plaee frona J<4in 
WilliaraB's charity in the parish of Lianeugrad* I« 
a small cottage in the parish the oelebrated bard 
Goronw Owen was bom, on the 1st of January, 1 722. 
He obtained in the free sdiool of Bangor the Tadio- 
ments of an education which he iafterwmsodnipleted 
at Jesus' College, Oxford, and v^s ap^nOed by Ae 
Bffihop of Bangor curate of his native parish. He 
afterwards removed to Oswestry, and subsequently 
to Northolt, in Middlesex ; but meeting with no pre^ 
ferment in the church adequate to the support ot his 
family, he obtained from the Cymrodorion Society a 
sum of money, with the assistance of whidi be eilii«> 
grated to Williamsburg, in Virginia, of 'which chnrdk 
he was appointed minister, wI]^^ be died in 176^ 
His discourses were eminently distinguished fbr 
originality and brilliancy of conception, and his 
acquirements in classical and oriental literature were 
of no ordinary extent ; his ** Search after Happi'- 
nesB," and his ** Day of Judgment," are said to be 
untivalled by any similar pioduetion of the last een«> 
tury. A stim of money has been raised by his Gonn«> 
trymen fbr the purpose of erecting a raontiment to 
his memory. 

LLANVAIR-NANTGWtN (LLAN-FAIR^ 
Y-NANT-GWtN), a parish, in the union of Car- 
DiaAN, hundred of Kemmes, county of Pembroke^ 
South Wales, 7 miles (s. by e.) from Cardimn; 
containing 241 inhabitants. This parish, whi«i is 
pleasaotly situated in the toorth-eastem part of the 
county, derives its name ftom the dedication of iCS 
church to St. Mary, and its distinguishing adjunct 
probably from the abundance of white quartz stones 
scattered over the lands and in the bed of a brook hy 
which it is watered. It comprehends a tract of about 
one thousand four hundred acres of rather flat but 
dry land, the whole inclosed, and in a good state of 
cultivation; the soil, though li^ht, is in general 
fertile^ and the inhabit»ots are chiefly employed in 
agriculture : the smrounding scenery is not distin-*> 
guislied by any peculiarity of feature, but from the 
higher grounds are some good prospects over th< 
adjacent country : the rateable annual value of the 
parish is returned at £605. The living is a perpe*- 
tual curacy, endowed with £800 royal bountv ; net 
income dcSO; patron and impropriator, Thotnas 
Bowen, Esq.^ whose tttheis have been commuted for 
a rent-cbarge of £105. The church, dedicated to Su 
Mary, is not distinguished by any architectural de* 
tails ot importance. There is a place of worship fbr 
Baptists. John Jones, in 1729, oequeathed a rent^ 
charge of twenty Bhillings to the poor^ ami a similar 
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sido. to. tbe offioialing m}ni»(ev for preaobing foo? 
seriBoiis. annually ; but; this cbarUy is at present susr 
peuded, 

LLANVAIB-NANT-Y-GOVE (LLAN- 
FAIR-NANT-Y-GOV), a pariali, in the. union of 
Hayb&fordwj&s?,. partly in (be hundred of Dbwis^ 
LAND, and partly in that of Ksbcmes, county of 
Pembroke, South Wau^s, 4 miles (s.) from Eidbr 
guard; containing 237 inbabitanlB. This, pariah, of- 
which the rateable annual value is returned at £1080,. 
is pleasantly situated in tbe northern part of the 
oouatv; and within, its. limits* is Trecavn, the seat of 
tbe Kev» Charles Barban^ who owns the greater 
p<Hrtion. of the soil. The living is. annexed U> the 
rectory of Letberson ; the tithes have been oommuted 
for a rent-charge of £lQd^ subject to .rates, averagings 
£2^ 5. ; and tbe glebe consists of 164 aores» vsuued 
at £105 per annuiEu The church, dedicated to St 
Mary, ia not distinguished by any inq)ortant archie 
tectural details. 

LLAN.VA1R-ORLLWYN (LLAN^AIR^ 
ORLLWYN), a parish, in the union of NswcASTLEr 
£mlyn, upper division. of the hundred of Tboei>* 
TjiAUR, county of Gardiqan, South Waxes, 4. 
miles, (e.) from Newcastle-Emlyn ; containing 397 
inhabitants. This parish dmves its name front the 
dedication of its. church to St^ Mary, and its distin-h 
guishing adiunot from itsj^ituation in a ricMy*wood€d 
district in the south-western part of the- county : tbe 
read from^ NewcastlerEmlyn to Lampeter- passea 
through, it It, comprehends, aa. extensivie tract of. 
amble and pasture land,, whicb, with, the exeratioa 
of. a. very inconsiderable portion, i& inclosed ana in a 
state of good cultivation* The surrounding sceuery 
is richly diversified, and, in< some parts,, pleasingly 
picturesque; apd the. views. from the bi^dier groun«ia. 
embrace some interesting features on ; the banks of 
the river Teivy, which fl^ws near tbe parish. The 
living is. a discharged rectory, rated in the king's, 
books at £4. 13. 4^ and endowed with , £600 royal 
bounty; present net income, £155; patron. Bishop ^ 
of St David's: the tithes have been oommuted fer a. 
rent-charge of £120^ subject to rates,a(veraging£12; 
and there is a glebe cf twenty-five aares, valued at 
£18 per annum» Tbe church is. a neat edifice, 
appr<4>riately> fitted up for the perforaance of divine 
service, but not possessing any important: avoksteo^ 
tural details* 

LLANVAIR-PWLLGWYNGYLL (LLAN^. 
FAIR-PWLL-GWYNGYLL), a parish, in tho. 
union of Bangor and Beaumaris, hundred/ of 
Tymdaethwy, county of Anglesey, North 
Wales, 4, miles (w. by.s.) from Bangor; containing 
617.inhabitants. The name of this parish is 'derived 
from the dedication of its.chureh to St. Mary, and 
its ' distinguishing adjunct from its position nearly 
opposite to a formidable wbirlpool in the Menai 
strait, formed by .the,SweUey>rodcs, which rages with 
impetuous violence, and .of which the termv^^PwU^ 
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GwyngylV is emphatically descriptijire. Tlie rooks, 
most ol which are visible at low water, obstruct the 
channel of the strait, and when the lower are covered,, 
the tide, rushing between them with tremendousr 
fury, forms numerous vortices simI strong eddies, 
exceedingly dangerous to vessels navigating this, 
part of tne Menai, which are sometimes caught by 
the rapidity of the current^ and dashed i^ainst the 
rooks that appear above the surface* The difficulty 
of avoiding this impending danger at certain states; 
of the tide, and the roaring noise and, violent imita- 
tion of the waters^ have obtained for this part of the 
strait the appellation of the Scylla and Charybdis 
of Welsh mariners, of similar import widi its Welsh 
name Pwll Ceris. At high water this terrific agi- 
tation subsides, and the appearance of the surface is- 
smooth and tranquil, diflPermgin no respect from the 
other parts, of tbe strait 

The parish, which is of inconsiderable extent^ is 
situated on the western shore, of the Menai strait, . 
and by far the greater portion of it is inclosed and 
cultivated.: the surrounding scenery is marked with- 
features of rugged and romantic grandeur ; and the: 
views over tbe Menai, which, near this place forma a 
noble bend, and of the adjacent country, combine, 
much picturesque beauty and. many interesting ob*' 
jects. On the summit of a craggy eminence to the 
north of the great Holyhead road^ which passes, 
through, the parish^ ia a Jofty' colui&n^ erected by tbe* 
inhabitants oir the counties of Anglesey and Camar« 
von, to the honour of' their countrjrman^ Henry 
William^ the present Marquess of Anglesey : on the. 
nocthi side of the base is an appropriate inseriptioDy 
commemorating the exploits of thH gallant com** 
mander, during the campaign in Spain, in the yeari 
.1807, and at me memorabfe battle of Waterlooy in. 
181& Tbe village is situated on the new line of 
read from London to Holyhead, and at no great disr 
tance from the Menai bridge: the inhabitants are: 
partly employed in agriculture, and partly in some: 
extensive quarries, whiok are worked with consi^ • 
derahle advantage to . tbe proprietors. The stone 
dug in these quarries is a compact scbistus of good 
quaKtyjand in considerable demand; and every faci- 
lity is .affbrded fer>its.exportalion by the Menai, on 
the shore of. which a commodious wharf has been 
cooslroctedi 

The living is a rectory, with the perpetual curacy • 
of Llandysiuio annexed,: rated, in the king's boohs at 
£6. 15«; present net income^ £228, with a glebe-* 
house ; patron. Bishop of Bangon The church is a . 
small darki edifice^ in a.greathr dilapidated condition. 
There, are. places of worship, for Catvinistic and Wes* 
leym Metnodists^ About* 40 boysfand 40 girls. are * 
instructed in three day schools, at tbc: expense of ^ 
their parents; and there are two Sunday schools, 
respectively, appertaining to die two .denominations; 
of Methodists^ in wbioh .more than 230 males and 
females. are gratttkeufily taught. The Rev. Henry 
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Rowlands granted two rent-charges on Pals Gwj^n, 
in the parish of Llanedwen, one of Ss. for reading 
evening service on Sundays in the church when 
required, and another of 2ls. for the poor on St 
Thomas's-day ; and Mr. Wvnne also bequeathed a 
charge of 6s. Qd, for the latter purpose, the pe- 
riod not mentioned. Two other donors, unknown, 
Save respectively £5 and £2. 10., the latter to be 
istributed in bread among the poor; but about 
twenty years since these sums, witn other monies of 
the parish, were expended in erecting eight small 
houses, with gardens attached, in which poor fami- 
lies are allowed to reside rent-free. In a field near 
T^-Mawr are the remains of a larfi;e cromlech, partly 
thrown down, the table stone of which now lies upon 
stones that formerly supported it from the ground. 

LLANVAIR-TALHAIRN, or DdLHAIARN 
(LLAN-FAIR-TALHAIARN), a parish, in the 
union of St. Asaph, partly in the hundred of Isaled, 
and partly in that of Isdulas, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales, 7 miles (s. by w.) from Abergele; 
containing 1664 inhabitants. This place derives its 
distinguishing appellation from Talkaiarn, a noted 
bard and saint of the early afi^es of Christianity in 
Britain, and domestic chaplain of Emrys Wledig, 
who, after that prince was slain, is said to have buHt 
a hermitage here, on the site now occupied by the 
church (which, on its erection, was dedicated to him), 
where he passed the remainder of his life in seclusion, 
and died in the beginning of the sixth century : he 
composed a prayer, which was adopted as their for- 
mula in the sessions of the bards of Glamorgan. 
The place is also distinguished as having been the 
residence of Hedd Molwynos, a descendant of 
Roderic the Great, sovereign of all Wales, and chief 
of one of the fifteen tribes of North Wales: he 
joined the standard of Davydd ab Owain Gwynedd, 
and assisted that prince in driving the English from 
his territories, and pursuing them into the midland 
counties. There are no vestiges of his residence, 
except the moat that surrounded it, which is dis* 
cernible about one mile and a half westward from 
the village. 

The parish, which is situated on the road from 
Llangerniew to Abergele, is bounded on the north 
by the parish of Bettws-yn-Rhds, on the south by 
that of Llansannan, on the east by those of Abergele 
and Llanyvydd, and on the west by that of Laian- 
gerniew. The ground throughout is hilly ; the soil 
IS a rich loam in the valley that intersects the parish, 
and on the high grounds gravelly and clayey ; and 
the produce consists principally of wheat, barley, 
oats, and potatoes. Of the rateable annual value of 
the whole parish, the return made amounts to £4766, 
of which £3177 are for the portion in the hundred 
of Isaled, and £1589 for that in the hundred of 
Isdulas. The village is delightfully situated in a 
deep glen, through which flows the small river Elwy, 
to its junction with the Aled, one mile lower. The 
124 



seat of Melai was for centuries the prindpal re»* 
dence of the family of Wynne, of which Sir Thomas 
Wynne, Bart, was created a peer of Ireland by the 
title of Baron Newborough, in 1776; and Grarth- 
ewin, an elegant mansion occupying a gentle emi- 
nence on the north side of the v^ley, commanding 
rich and diversified prospects, and surrounded by 
extensive woods of full-grown oak, three miles in 
length, with a large deer park, is still the seat of a 
younger branch of that fiamily. A fair is appointed 
to be held on Holy Thursday. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£200 royal bounty, and £400 parliamentary grant; 
net income, £94; patron. Bishop of St. Asaph. 
The whole of the tithes are divided between the 
Dean and the two comportionate prebendaries of 
Llanvair, in the Cathedral Church of St Asaph ; the 
prebends are each rated in the king's books at 
£9. 5. 5. The church, dedicated to St. Talhaiam, 
is an ancient edifice, possessing few architectural 
claims to particular description, erected in 1669, as 
appears from a Greek cross over the belfry bear- 
ing that date : the interior, which is divided in the 
centre by massive pillars supporting 4ieavy arches, 
measures 24 yards by 12, ana contains 559 sittings, 
of which 90 are free : the east windows are good, 
and there are several elegant and interesting marble 
monuments to the family of Wynne. There are 
places of worship for Baptists and Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Methodists. A school was founded, in 
1708, by the Rev. Sampson Roberts, who gave for 
its endowment a small sum, which, together with a 
benefaction by Dr. Jones, Dean of Bangor» was 
vested in the purchase of a tenement, called Fritfa-yr- 
Hirdir, producing a rental of £7. 5., for which the 
master instructs gratuitously twelve poor children ; 
there are between 60 and 70 children in the school, 
who, with the exception of 80, are paid for by 
their parents. A National school, also, has been 
established by R. W. Wynne, Esq., of Garthewin, 
who, in December, 1835, conveyed ground for 
its erection and endowment, and also founded a 
similar school in the parish of Llandulas; and in 
May, 1836, Mr. Wynne further conveyed to the 
Bishop of St. Asaph and the incumbent, certun 
lands for the maintenance of these schools, which are 
also supported by the donations of benevolent indi- 
viduals, and grants from the Nadonal Society. About 
140 persons are taught gratuitously in the Sunday 
schools established in the church ; and there are 165 
in two Sunday schools appertaining to MethodistB. 
John Wvnne of Melai, in 1688^ bequeathed to the 

Sarish jt90, arising out of an estate called Nant- 
lawr, now in the possession of Lord Newborough, 
by whom £4. 10. are annually paid as a rent*charge 
upon that property. . Divers legacies which were 
left to the poor, between the years 1708 and 1738^ 
were many years since consohdated, amounting to- 
gether to £103; and this sum was in different hands 
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till 1809, when it was laid out in building six tene- 
ments, which have since that time been occupied by 
paupers. Gilbert mentions a donation of Abel 
Mitchell, in 1689, of £25, and the gifts of Robert 
Wynne and Foulk Hughes, of £5 each ; but the 
parish knows nothing whatever of these monies, 
except that Mitchell's charity was the fourth part of 
d£lO0, left to this parish and those of Henllan, Llan- 
sannan, and Llanyvydd, none of which have ever 
received the bequest On a tablet in the church are 
recorded numerous charitable ^fts of benefactors to 
the poor, amounting to several hundred pounds, no 
part of which is now applied to that purpose, except 
thirty shillings per annum, arising from property in 
Cynnant. 

LLANVAIR-TRfeLYGON (LLAN-FAIR- 
TRfeF-HELYGEN), a parish, in the union of 
Newcastle - Emlyn, hundred of Troedyraur, 
county of Cardigan, South Wales, S^ miles 
(n. E.) from Newcastle- Emlyn ; containing 108 in- 
habitants. This parish, which is situated in the 
9oathern part of the countv, comprises a small ex- 
tent of arable and pasture land in tolerable cultiva- 
tion : the surrounding scenery is not distinguished 
by any peculiarity of features; and the adjacent 
country, though varied in appearance, is neither re- 
markable for picturesque beauty nor for objects of 
antiquarian interest The living is a rectory not 
in charge, annexed to the vicarage of Llandyvriog : 
the church, dedicated to St. Mary, having been suf- 
fered to fall into decay for want of due repair, is now 
in ruins. There is a Sunday school, in which 150 
males and females are taueht gratuitously by Inde- 
pendents. On the north side of the church, and at 
no great distance from it, is a circular tumulus sur- 
rounded by a moat, which is said to have been for- 
merly used as a place of defence ; but nothing is 
recoraed of any event of historical importance with 
which it was connected. 

LLANVAIR-VECHAN (LLAN-FAIR- 
FECHAN), a parish, in the union of Bangor 
and Beaumaris, hundred of LLftcHWEDo UchIv, 
county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 7 miles (w. 
s. w.) from Aberconway, on the road to Holvhead ; 
containing 747 inhabitants. This parish, which lies 
to the east of Traeth Lavan, or tne Lavan Sands, 
which are dry at half ebb (a tract nearly twelve 
miles in length, and from seven to eight miles in 
breadth, overflowed by the sea in the sixth cen- 
tury), comprehends the vast mountain of Penmaen- 
Mawr, near the base of which the village is roman- 
tically situated. This mountain, of whicm the height 
is one thousand five hundred and forty«nine feet 
above the level of the sea at high water, rises on 
one side almost perpendicularly from the bay of 
Beaumaris, in which it forms a lofty and boldly pro- 
jecting promontory^ and extends lor some miles in 
a north-easterly direction towards Aberconway. It 
consists of one vast chain of precipitous and rugged 
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rocks, of frightful aspect and dreary sterility, wildly 
and irregularly thrown together in loose and crum- 
bling * strata, from which huge masses frequently 
detaching themselves, with imminent danger to the 
traveller, threaten to overwhelm him in their de- 
scent, or intercept his progress with heaps of scat- 
tered fragments. Previously to the construction or 
improvement of the present road, nothing could be 
more terrific or more hazardous than the pass over 
this mountain, in which one false step was attended 
with certain destruction to the adventurous traveller : 
numerous fatal accidents have occurred from the 
steepness of the ascent, the insecurity of the path, 
and the tremendous precipices on the brink of which 
the narrow road was continued without the slightest 
protection. In 1772, application was made to parlia- 
ment, pursuant to which certain sums were granted 
for the improvement of this dangerous road, which 
formed part of the line to Holyh^ : a subscription 
was also dpened for the same purpose, to whicli the 
city of Dublin largely contributed; and under the 
superintendence of Mr. John Sylvester, an eminent 
engineer, the road was sufficiently widened for car- 
riages to pass each other with safety, by cutting 
through the solid rock, and on the side towards the 
sea the precipices are guarded by a strong wall, 
built upon a series of lofty arches of nearly one hun- 
dred yards in perpendicular height, over which also 
the road is carried on a level for several miles, avoid- 
ing the almost impracticable descent to Penmaen- 
Bdch, and leading over the chasms formed by the 
crumbling strata of the mountain. 

On the summit of the mountain are the remains 
of an ancient and very extensive British encamp- 
ment, called Braich-y-Dinas, a station strongly for- 
tified by nature and by art, and probably erected to 
defend the passage into Anglesey and the remoter 
parts of the principality. The ascent is steep and 
laborious, and near the top are three strong in- 
trenchments of loose stones of amazing strength, the 
walls of which are in many places in a very perfect 
state, having both the external and internal facings 
in good preservation, and the central wall on the 
south side in some parts nine feet high and eight 
feet in thickness ; in the intervals between the walls 
are numerous foundations of circular towers, vary- 
ing in diameter from seven to twenty feet, and some 
remains of others of a square form. The central area 
on the summit contains also the remains of a circular 
tower, apparently of lofty elevation, but much re- 
duced by the falling of stones, which are scattered 
in profusion round its base; and near this tower, 
which occupies the centre of the area, are other 
groups of circular buildings, which by dilapidation 
have become little more than masses of undistin- 
guishable ruins. Near them is a well, excavated in 
the solid rock, which supplied the garrison with 
water, and which is constantly full, being fed by the 
condensed .vapours of the mountain. On the norths 



LLAN— V LLAN— V 

west side of the mountsdn may be distJnctlv traced bitants. This, place, whid ia pleasantly situated 

a narrow circuitous road, walled on both sides, evi- near the rieht bank of the riv,er Braint, partakes 

dently leading up to Uie fortress; this station, which generally of the scenery by which the parish is cba- 

was regardecTas the stroneest and the most exten- racterised; the adjacent country is richly diversi- 

sive among the strong-holiu of Snowdon, was capa- lied, and the views are interesting apd extensive, 

ble of accommodating twenty thousand men, and The living !& a cuta^, annexed to the vicarage 

was deemed impregnable, as well from the preci- of Llanidaii: the chapel, dedicated to St. Mar}', 

pitous acclivity of the mountain, as from the extra- was for years in a, state of such dilapidation as to 

ordinary strength of the fortili cation sj and tlirough- preclude the performance of divine service, but 

out the tortuous path by which alone it was accessi- nas been lately rebuilt. The'chapelry is entitled 

ble were numerous passes of great difficulty, any of to participate in the bequest of a rent-charge of 

wjiich might be defended by a very small body of £3 by Ellen Owen in the parish of Llangeinweoa 

men against a whole army of assailants. In this, for- for apprenticing a poor boy, but it has never shared 

midabte post was placed the remnant of the Welsh in the benefaction, from the number of claimaDts in. 

army, as in a retreat of inviolable 8ecurif,y, during the latter place. 

the negociations that were pending between Ed- LLANVAIR-YN-EUBWLL (LLAN-FAJR- 

ward I. and Llevyelyn, previously to the final sub- YN-NEUBWLL), a par^h, in the hundred of 

mission of the principality to the authority of that Llyvoh, union and CQUUty of Anglesey, Nokth 

monarch. The mountain, durine the sixth century, Wales, 5 miles (s. e.) frppi Holyhpa^; copt^lning, 

was the solitary retuat of Seinol, a British ancho- 357 inhabitants. This.parlshi which derives, its. name.^ 

rite, who had his hermitage between the two sum- from tlie dedication of ite church to St. Mary, and, 

mits, where his bed and his well are still to be seen; its adjunct from two small lak^s. or pools. contiguotiSf. 

but the hermibu;e being plundered, St. Seiriol re- is pleasantly situated on the great Hply^eatTroadi 

tired to Yny« ^iriol, a small island on the coast of ana comprises only an inconsiderable extent of.fer- 

Anglesey, where he built a chapel and a cell, and tile lana, which is inclps^d, aiid ii> a good st^te of; 

ended his davs. cultivation. The north-wes^rn part of it is, bounded, 

The parisn, exclusively of the mountainous parts, by the narrow strait that separates, it from Holy. 

contains several large tracts of arable, meadow, and Island, and over which is the bridge called Rh^d 

pasture land, in a good state of cultivation : the Pont, connecting it with the opposite shore. The 

principal fuel is peat, which b obtained in a^un- surrounding country is richly diversified, apd in 

dance: in some parts, copper-ore has been fo|ind, some parts highly picturesque; apd the views, exr 

but no mines have hitherto been opened, nor has tending over the town andl>ay of Hglyhead on the 

any sufficient trial been made to work the ore effect- north-west, and the adjacent country oo the noith, 

ually. The rateable annual value of the parish has and east, embrace much interesting scenery. The 

been returned at £1231. 18. The living, is a dis- living ' ' ..... 

chaiged rectory, rated in the king's books at of R. 

£6. 17, 6. ; present net income, £305, with a glebe- for a 

house; patron, Bisboj). of Bangor. The (£urcb, small 

dedicated to St Mary, is pleasantly situated in the tectui 

village, near the road to the pass over the moun- longe 

tain. There are places of worship for Calvinistic of wl 

and Wesleyan Methodists. Two day schools are prese 

carried on, one of which, for about 30 boys, is partly an ei 

supported by the rector, partly out of the parochial Sea. 

fundi, a^d partly by payments from, the chilt^ren; and i 

apd the other contains 35 girls, 10 of.whomare paid from 

^_. L ,.____.:_ .. 3.„ jjjg J 

^100 
whof 



from 
and A 
knowu uvuvi. 

LLANVAIR-YNGHORNWY (LLAN- 
FAIR-YN-NGHORNWY), a parish, in the hun- 
dred of TAlybolion, uni,on apd coi^i^ of, Avp}^ 
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8EY, North Walbb, 6 mrlaa (n. w.) ftoxh Llan- north-eastern entrance into Holyhead bay, and Is 

ercbymedd ; containing 8fi7-)nhabitinta. This 'parish, also diatin^ished by tliree land-marhs, consisting of 

which is of small extent, it siCOEned at the north- narrow white stone wsDs tapering' to a point, and of 

western extremfty of Anglesey, 'near Cettlyn bay, considerable height. Near the cnnrch are three np- 

and almoat 'directly apptmite io the Isle of Sxerries ; right stones of large dimensions, placed in the form 

^the name in Welsh implying "Saint Mary's In the of a triangle^ at h distance of six handred yards from 

Promontory." Its surface is boldty varied, and in eacii other, and called Meini Hirion, or "the Stoned 

MPne parts rrsee into abrnpt and rti^;«d eminences: of Heroes;" and near the same place are the remaiin 

the scenery is trtrikingly diveVsifled, and the views, of an extensive circular camp, termed Castell Crwn, 

extending on the west Over 9t George's Channel, surrcmnded by a vaHum and fosse. 

and OR the north to th« Irish Sea, comprehend many LLANVAlIl-YN-MUALLT,countyofBBECK- 

intereeting objects, and -art ftnely contrasted with vock. South Wales — See Builth, 

those over the ai^acentcountiy On the east, ivMch em- LLANVALTEG (LLAN-FALLTEG), b 

bracea Yich variety of l-arar and picturesque fcritures. parish, comprising tw« divi^ionb, fn the union of 

NeaV Cemlyn bhy fe a fiwe qaarry ftf terpentine Narberth, of which one is in the lower division of 

marble, of the species called veM antique, which ift the hundred of Derll^s, county of Carmarthen, 

intersected with veins of asbntos, of a beautiful ^HVy and the other in that oif Dungt-Eddy, county of 

texture: this marble is mote highly esteemed thai^ Pembroke, South Wales, 5 miles (n. e.) from 

the finest specimens from Italy, and many of the Narberth ; and containing 399 iinhabitants, of whom 

slabs obtained here bare produced Very large sums ; 327 are in the county of Carmarthen, and 79 in that 

the asbestos found here is superior in softness land of Pembroite. This parish, which derives it& name 

brilliancy to any yet discovered in Europe. AWiong fVom the dedication of its church, is pleteantly situ- 

the mineral prodoctions (rf' the twrisli are likewise ated on the turnpikeH-oad from Narberth to NeW- 

steatite, or soap-vocjc, ttnd amianlh\n. There is safe castle- Em lyn, near the right bank Of the river T&T, 

mehor^e for small ve9se4s 6n the coast, in Cemlyn, which is here crossed by a bHdge named l^rson's^ 

or Crooked Pool hay, wtrich might at little expense bridge, from a clergyman having ocen foutid drowned 

be rendered a safe port, and even B serviceable do^ck neariton April 1st, 1792. It is boittided by Llandia^ 

mrMit easily be constructed in It sflio, Cftstel-Dauyran, H&nllan-Amgo^d, and Kiliy- 

Tbe living is a perpetual Cntecy, annez%Kl to the ilaaenllwyd ; and cohiprises a tract of fA'nd all in^ 

rectory of Oandensanti the tithes have been com- closed, of which by far tiie greater part is in a s'tAt6 

tBtitedforarent>>chargeof XI9fl; and tbereisa hou^ of cultivation: the portion in Oarmatthien coAt&ins 

with a glebe of above ®4 acres, the >wlio1e valtied at 1280 acrts, of which 940 are arable, 314 pasture, 



£1S6 per atinnm. The c4iurch, dedicated to St. and 26 woodland ; and the portion in Pembroke 
Mary, is a spacious BtruCtm>e, partly in the Nortuan tains 8S6 acres, of which '92 are araMe, 294 nasi 
style, with a lofty squnre loWer 6t i-ude architeeture and 12 wood; the lattet beii^ refnrWed of the ratei 



at the west end; and consisti of ft nave knd double ableannual value of £420. The surr6unding Scenery, 

ohancel, the latter divided by a series of mas^ivA though not dtsBnguished by any striking peculiarity 

octagonal pillars and irt^hes : the south chancel be of feature, h generally pleasing, ahd the itA\, thougo 

longs exclusively to tfce proprietor of the MonAcht^ various, is tfot unproducdve ; oak, asli, sycamore, and 

Mate, in the pwish ; and the north, whi^h )9 the hlVch are grown^ and the chief agricultural prodncb 

burial place or vault of the filmily of WiLtams, tff is wheat, Barley, oats, and potatoes. Stone for com- 

Friars, contains many elegant monuments to itibm- moh building purposes is quarried. The principal 

hers of that family, and of the Bnlkeleys: upott one seats are Lan,Tegvynydd,Llwyngarneg,ahd Namely. 

of die pillaife that separate i:he chancel Is ia Ve^ The living is a discharged I'ectory, hited in the king'& 

ancient mscription in rude Saxon charactets, " Saiictd hooks at £4, and endowed widi £200 royal bounty ; 

Maria ora pro nobu," There are places Of worship present iiet income, £144'; patron. Bishop Of Bt 

for Wesleyasa. A Sunday school, appertaining to DavWa. The chnrcb, which is dedrcated to St 

the Methodists, And consisting oT abotit 115 male's MAllteg, iind situated in that division of the parisft 

and females, was commenced in 18l9, and is sup- in the coHnty of Pembroke, has beeil rebuilt withill 

ported by voluntaf'y conttibutions. Monaehty, Ihi the last sixty yeart, by a parochial rate, and is a neat 

estate above mentioned, Supposed by soMe writers edifice. T in Which 55 

anciently to have been the site of e religious hodse, children of it the expense 

was granted by Llewelyn ab Orttfydd as part of th* of their pai held in a dib^ 

endowment «f the abbey that he fiminHed at Aber- sentters' chi is resorted td 

eonway, from which cin;umstanet it derived Its pre- by tnftny cl 

Mnt appellation, and the exemption fro* tithes which L L A ,NVABETH 

it still enjoys. (!^der Monacbt^ is an elevated point (LLAN-F the union o^ 

on this estate^ well suited for the erection of a light- BuiLTh, h r of Radnor, 

hoBse, as it is opposite to the Skerries, andforotS th^ Soutr Wj th; containing 
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163 inhabitants. The name of this parish is derived 
from the situation of its church near a small rivulet 
called the Vareth, which flows into the river Wye at 
a short distance from its site. It is finely situated 
on the eastern bank of the Wye, by which it is 
separated from the county of Brecknock; and is 
bounded on the north by the parish of Llanelveth 
and part of Llantsantfraid-in-Elvel, on the south by 
that of Aberedw, and on the east by those of Careg- 
rina and Llantsantfraid-in-£lvel: the surface is 
hilly, and intersected with dorsal eminences, and 
occasionally varied by abrupt conical hills, forming a 
part of the Cameddau range, affording excellent 
pasturage for sheep, and upon which numerous flocks 
are reared. An extensive tract of arable and pas- 
ture land is stretched out along the banks of the 
Wye, in a moderate state of cultivation ; the soil is 
rich, and the chief produce wheat, barley, oats, and 
potatoes. The turnpike-road from Builth and New 
Radnor traverses the northern part of the parish, 
and has been lately much improved. The living is 
annexed to the rectory of Aberedw. The church, 
dedicated to St. Mary, consists of a nave and chan- 
cel, with a neatly constructed small pierced turret, 
under which a single bell is suspended, and is situ- 
ated in a beautifufand romantic spot near the banks 
of the river Wy^, under the shelter of some lofty 
hills : it is about 65 feet in length and 16 in breadth, 
and contains between 60 and 80 sittings. There is a 
day school, in which about 15 children are instructed 
at the expense of their parents ; and a Sunday school, 
consisting of 25 males and females, is supported by 
subscription. The poor of the parish share equally 
with those of Aberedw and Llanbadarn-y-Garreg in 
a rent-charge of £12, payable out of a &rm cdled 
Vron Oleu, bequeathea by Lewis Lloyd. 

LLANVAWR (LLAN-FAWR), a parish, in 
the union of Bala, hundred of Penll^n, county of 
Merioneth, North Wales, 1 mile (n. e.) from 
Bala, on the road to Corwen; containing 1835 in- 
habitants. This parish takes its name from St. Mor, 
who flourished in the beginning of the fifth century, 
and was the son of Cenen, who was the son of Coel 
Godebog, King of Britain. It extends for nearly 
eight mues in length and about the same in breadth, 
is situated on the river Dee, and abounds with pleas- 
ing and picturesque scenery; from Moel-y-Llan, 
on the high grounds above the village, which stands 
on the road from Bala to Corwen, a fine view is 
obtained of the Vale of Penll^n, through which the 
Dee winds its serpentine course, and of Bala lake, 
bounded at its western extremity by the lofty Arenig 
^nd Aran mountains. On the left is ^^ Rhiwaedog," 
or the Bloody Brow, celebrated for a battle that took 
place there between Llywarch H^n and the Saxons, 
m which that chieftain lost the last of his sons. Not 
far from the village is Pabell Llywarch H^n, the 
tent of Llywarch the Aged, where he is said to have 
rested on the night after the battle, and finished the 
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E atretic elegy in which he laments the lo68 of all 
is sons. This place is marked out by a circle of 
large stones, to which tradition has attributed that 
name; and near the road to Corwen are also the 
remains of an exploratory station. Fairs are held 
on August 14th, and September 20th. 

The living consists of a rectory and a vicarage, 
both in the patronage of the Bishop of St Asaph : 
the former is a sinecure, rated in toe king^s books 
at £1 1. 5., and of the net annual value of £iS01 ; the 
latter, which is discharged, is rated at £5. 1. 5^^ 
and is of the net value of £160, with a glebe-house. 
The church, dedicated to St Mor, is an ancient 
structure, in the early style of English architec^ture : 
the north chancel, by an inscription on the outside 
wall, was erected in 1599, at the expense of R. Price, 
Esq., of Rhiwias, in the parish, and contains several 
monuments to that family. Llywarch Hen died in 
660, at the age of 150 years, and was buried here. 
In a window under the gallery is a stone on which 
is inscribed, in old characters, the words ^* Cavot 
EniarciiJ* There are places of worship for Inde- 
pendents and Calvinistic Methodists; a National 
school, containing a great number of children of 
both sexes, supported by the rector, who pays the 
master £30 per annum; and eleven Sunday schools, 
six appertaining to Methodists and five to Indepen- 
dents, in which about 820 males and females are 
instructed gratuitously. The late William Price, 
Esq., of Rhiwias, in 1774, bequeathed £800 for the 
maintenance of three aged men and three aged 
women, £200 for clothing the poor, and £100 for 
purchasing bread ; the interest of all which sums is 
appropriated according to the will of the testator. 
Mrs. Margaret Price, of the same family, also be- 
queathed £100 for clothing the poor; among whom 
is further distributed a sum of £1. 13. 9., under 
a bequest of Hugh Jones; and there are some 
smaller bequests in land and money for their bene- 
fit, amounting altogether to £3. 17., which is applied 
towards the salary of the master of the school. 
Rhiwias, the seat of the family of Price, is a very 
ancient building, situated- on the left bank of the 
river Treweryn, which falls into the Dee within a 
short distance : the grounds embrace some pleasingly 
varied scenery. 

LLAN VEC HAN, county of Brecknock, 
South Wales. — See Llanavan-Vechan. 

LLANVECHAN (LLAN-FECHAN), a 
township, in the parish of Llanwrin, hundred of 
Machynlleth, county of Montgomery, North 
Wales, 2 miles (n. n. e.) from Machynlleth: the 
population is returned with Llanwrin. This place 
forms the south-western portion of the parish, and is 
situated on the right bank of the Dovey, near the 
confluence of two streams, each called Dulas, that 
meet here firom opposite directions and join that 
river. A winding and beautifully romantic valley 
through which one of the streams flows, separating 
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the township from Merionethshire, commences here. 
This river has a fipreat variety of character, presenting 
at intervals foaming cascades and tranquil pools, and 
is inclosed between lofty and partially wooded pre- 
cipices, at the foot of which passes the road nrom 
Machynlleth to Ddigelley, along the left bank of 
the river. The road from the former town to 
Dinas Mowddwy also proceeds through the Vale of 
the Dovey, which here exhibits some cheerful corn- 
fields, and meadows, and verdant hills. 

LLANVECHAN,orLLAN.YN-MECHAIN, 
a parish, in the union of Llanvyllin, hundred of 
Pool, county of Montgomery, North Wales, 
7 miles (w. by n.) from Oswestry; containing 733 
inhabitants. The name of this place is derived from 
its situation nearly in the centre of a beautiful vale 
in the north-eastern part of the county, of circular 
form, and about three miles in diameter, watered by 
the meandering river Cain, and from that circum- 
stance called mechaifij or Mach Cain^ << the tract of the 
Cain." The parish comprises a considerable portion 
of fertile, arable, and pasture land, in a state of 
excellent cultivation ; and its entire surfiice, consist- 
ing of about five thousand acres, is now inclosed ; 
the whole of the common and waste grounds, toge- 
ther with those in the manors of Mechain Iscoed and 
Plas Dinas, having been allotted under the pro- 
visions of an act of parliament obtained in 1789. 
Of the rateable annual value, the return for the 
whole parish amounts to £4855, but exclusively of 
the township of Ll^s to £4655. The turnpike-road 
from Shrewsbury and Oswestry to Llanvyllin passes 
near the village, which has a prepossessing appear- 
ance, and derives much interest from the oeauty of 
its situation. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £8. 15. 10.; patron. Bishop of St Asaph: the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£558; and there is a irlebe-house, with a glebe of 
nearly 31 acres, valued at £60 per annum. The 
church, dedicated to St. Garmon, is an ancient 
and venerable structure, near Fynnon Armon, the 
well of the patron saint, the water of which was 
formerly held in such veneration that the baptismal 
font was invariably supplied with it There are 
places of worship for Calvinistic and Wesleyan 
Methodists. A oay and Sunday National school, 
established in 1832, by the Rev. Thomas GriflBth, 
curate of tlie parish, and in which about sixty 
children are instructed, is partly supported by subh- 
scription, and partly by payments from the parents ; 
the master is paid a salary of £20 per annum. There 
is also a Sunday school, held in the meeting-house 
of the Calvinistic Methodists, in which 40 males and 
females receive gratuitous instruction. Mrs. Anne 
Vaughan, in 1715, and Mr. John Moody, in 1718^ 
gave, by deed, rent-charges of £2 and £3 respec- 
tively; and Mr. Charles Edwards, in 1727, and the 
Rev. Dr. William Wynne, in 1776, each presented 
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£50 in money, to the poor: the third bequest has 
Yielded nothing for the last fifty years; the fourth 
nas been secured on the Mold turnpike trust, paying 
an interest of £5 per cent In addition to the above 
charities, William Allen, E^q., of Aylesbury, Bucks, 
granted, in 1831, five shares in the Vauxhall Bridge 
Company, yielding a dividend of £4. 10. perannum^ 
which is distributed in coaL 

At no great distance from the church, and close to 
the turnpike-road, are the remains of an ancient 
British encampment ; and above Br^ngw^n, a resi- 
dence rebuilt by Martin Williams, Esq., some years 
ago, are vestiges of another ; but of neither of them 
have any historical particulars been recorded. There 
are also in the vicinity several other British encamp- 
ments, including one called '^ Moel Dinam," whico, 
from the resemblance of the names, Mr. Edward 
Llwyd vaguely conjectures to have been the Medio^ 
lanum of the Romans. Within the limits of the 
parish are the remains of several old mansions, now 
abandoned by their proprietors, among which the 
principal are, Bodynvoel, the residence of the Tre- 
vors ; and Brongam, the mansion of the family of 
Griffith, descendants of the Idnerths. The Rev. 
Walter Davies, A.M., late rector of Manavon, emi- 
nent as a philologist and antiquary, and profoundly 
skilled in the literature and antiquities of his country, 
was a native of this parish : he first rose to a very 
elevated station as a candidate, and subsequently as 
an arbiter, in the grand Eisteddvodau of the princi- 
pality; and published some lisefiil and interesting 
works, among which are, a translation of ^^ Gisbome's 
Familiar Survey of Christianity ;* ' an Agricultural 
Survey of North Wales, in one volume, 8vo., under- 
taken at the reauest of Sir John Sinclair, and a 
similar Survey of South Wales, in two volumes, at 
the request of Lord Sheffield ; besides communicat- 
ing some valuable papers to various Cambrian perio- 
dicals, and aiding with his literary and scientific 
acquirements many works relating to Wales and 
Welsh literature. 

LLANVECHELL (LLAN-FECHELL), a 
rarish (formerly a market-town), in the hundred of 
TAlybolion, union and county of Anglesey, 
North Wales, 5 miles (w.) from Amlwch; com- 
prising the hamlets of Llandugweli and Bod-daniel ; 
and containing 1062 inhabitants. This place, which 
derives its name from the dedication of its church, is 
situated on a small stream that falls into the baj of 
Cemmes on the north ; and the village, which is of 
considerable size, is finely sheltered by a chain of 
hills on the soulli and west The parish, which is 
traversed by the road from Amlwch to Holyhead, 
and bounded on the north by Llanbadrig, on the 
south by IJanvlewin, on the east by Rhosbeirio, 
and on the west and north-west by Llanrhwydrus, 
extends for three miles in length and two in breadth, 
and is divided into two unequal parts, called Llan- 
vechell Caerdegog and Llanveehell Llawr-y-Llan, 
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comprising by computation 3500 acres, whereof 3000 
are arable, and the remainder pasture. The surface 
is boldly varied, and the surrounding setnery plea- 
singly diversified ; and from the higber grouncb are 
extensive views of the adjacent country, the Car* 
nanroii hills, the Holyhead mountain, and th« Irish 
Channel, with other interesting objects^ and large 
tracts that in some parts are characterised by fea* 
tores of much picturesque beauty ; the soil in some 
places is ciayey,aDd in others gravelly; and the chief 
produce is oats and barley. 

The hills abound with mineral treasures, and the 
celebrated Mona mairble called verd antique is found 
in the parish, in great abundance and of very supe* 
rior quality, being equal in the brilliancy and variety 
of its colours to the finest specimens of Italy, and 
having been formerly a source of considerable weailth: 
the best is obtained from the quarries en Maes Mawr 
farm, and surpasses in beauty all that has hitherto 
been discovered in other parts of the island. On 
the same estate, and in other districts of the parish, 
steatite, or French chalk, exists in profusion ; uid this 
mineral has of late beeome more valuable and impor* 
tant since the discovery that chrooMrte of iron, a 
pigment of great value, betongs to the same forma*- 
tion. Sulphur^ore has also been found upon a smaU 
fienrm called Bachanan, situated about two miles 
^3St of Cevn du BAch, and about four miles west of 
the great copper-^works of Parys mountain ; but no 
attempt has ever been made to raise it. Carding,, 
spinning, and fulling, and the weaving of slufis mi 
of coarse woollen goods, are carried on to a limited 
extent; and there are three water corn-mills^ giving 
employment to eight or nine persons. The smau 
creek of Cemmes, in the adjoimng parish, affords an 
opportunity for transporting the produce of the quar- 
ries, and for landing coal and other necessary ooniH 
modities for the supply of the inhaUtants. The 
market,^ which was weU supplied and numerously 
attended, was formerly held on Friday; fairs an- 
nually occur on Holy Thursday, and November 25th 
and I)ecember 26th. The hamlet of Llandngwell 
was once a parish of itself, and is exempt from the 
payment of cbnrch rates to Llanvechell : the church 
IS now a nmi, and the rectorial tithea are taken 
alternately by the rectors of this place and Llam- 
rhyddlad. 

The livnig is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £11. 11. 3. ^ net income, £300; pa- 
tron, Bishop of Bangor : the great and small titnes 
hav« been commoted for a rent-charge of £422. \0^^ 
and the glebe consists of a good house, offices, and 
20 acrea of land. The church, dedicated to Su 
Mechell^ or Macutus, by whom it wa9 originally 
founded, was rebuilt about the year ]i5dS, and is a 
spacious and venerable structure, in the later styie 
ei English architeetnre, with a tower snrmounted by 
a low* spire ; it consists of a nave, chancel, and soum 
transept, and is ornamented with an east window of 
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elegant desiffn, embellished with nneient stmned 
glass of brilliant colour, and contains several good 
monuments. There are places of worsliip for Bap* 
tists. Independents, and Calvin isttc and Weskyan 
Methodists. A parochial school waa founded here 
in 1723, by Richard Gwynae, Esq., who endowed 
it with a farm called Nant Glyn, in the parish of 
Amlwch, containing 24^ acres, worth £24 per an- 
num, for the gratuitous instruction of the poor of 
the adjoining parish of Lfauibadri^; there are dO 
children in the school, and the raaater^a salaiy is £24 
per annum. About 60 children ave instructed in two 
other day schools, at the expense of their parents; 
and there are five Sunday schools, in which 970 
males and females are taught gratuitously. Mr. 
Owen Williams, in 1657, bequeathed £2. 14. per 
anxMim payable out of the tithes of Lkmbadrig, which 
parish now receives the whole of this benefection, in 
commutation of its claim to a nnoiety of William 
Davies' charity, who bequeathed, in 1 752, a sum of 
£120, the interest to be diviikd between both, aad 
with which a rent-charg^ of £6. 10. was purchased, 
which is partly dktributed in bread on Sundays, and 
the residue in clothing annually. David Uoyiy in 
1669, gave three cottages, with a garcfen to each, 
for dra support of three aged and ind^ent men, 
to be selected respectively from this parish and those 
of LJanbadrig and Llandrygan ; John Bulkeky, in 
1754, bequeathed £10 to the poor; and Catherine 
Bulkelejr, in 1764, left £100, also for their relief; 
but the interest of these last, with a few others^ has 
not been paid for several years: the parkb jpos^ 
sesses many eottages occupied by the poor rent-iree. 
To the west of the church, and about a mile distant 
from it, are three uprieht stones, ten feet in he%ht^ 
disposed in the form of a triangle, twelve feet distant 
from each other, and supposed to be the re m a in i ng 
supporters of an ancient cromlech, which must, from 
the elevation of the stones, have been one of the 
loftiest monuments of that kind in the island; the 
table stone, if ever there was one, has dis^pearedf 
but the frrm on v^ich the upright stones are founds 
still retains the name of the '' Cromlech." There is 
a mineral spring near the demesne of Cevn Cocb, ^t 
the parish. 

LLANVEDW, a townsh^, in the parish rf 
MicHAELSTON LE Vkdw, uuion of Newfort, iraHf 
dred of Caerphilly, county of GxabIorgan, Soittb 
Wales, 5^ miles (n. mt. e.) from Cardiff;: containing 
337 inhabitants. It b situated on the rieht bank of 
the river Romney, over which is a stone hridge, and 
comprises two ancient fenavky seats, Ruperrah and 
Cevn Mably. The former, a substantial square stone 
maasieB, is sitwated on an eminence and backed 
with stately groves, and is sheltered by the loftitf 
heights towanls the north, which form the southeri 
boundary of the Vale of CaerphiUy; it is^ the pro- 
perty of the Morgans of TrMegar, and geneniJiy 
Die residence of i£e eldest aen^ having been in tkeit 
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pD60e«iion from time immemerial ; the present house 
was built after a design hj Inigo Jones. Cern 
Mably is the seat of C. K. Kemeys Tynte, Esq.» 
an ancient Pembrokeshire family, to whose ancestors 
it has belonged for several generations : Sir Nicholas 
Kemeys, a member of this family, raised a thousand 
men in Glamorganshire, and joined the royalists, 
who were defeated at St. Pagan's by Cromwell, in 
1648; be then retired to Chepstow GEtstle, which he 
defended with great gaUantrv for three weeks, until 
a breach was made in the walls by the heavy artillery 
under Colonel Pride, who thus obtained possession 
of that fortress; and Sir Nicholas is said to have 
been put to death with circumstances of great cruelty. 
There is a day and Sunday school, commenced m 
1827, in which 80 children are instructed by an en« 
downefit from the late Rev. Dr. Tate. The rec- 
torial tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge 
of £495. 8. 3., subject to rates, averaging £48. 17. 6. 
per annam. 

LLANVEIRIAN, county of Anglesey, North 
Wales. — See Llanoadwaladr. 

LLANVERNACH, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales. — See Llanvyrnach. 

LLANVERRAS (LLAN-FERAS), a parish, 
in die union of Ruthin, hundred of Yale, county 
of Denbigh, North Wales, 4 miles (s. w.) from 
Mold ; containing 777 inhabitants. This place de- 
rives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St Berres, an eminent disciple of St. Martin the 
Hungarian, whom he succeeded in the bishopric of 
Tours, about the close of the fourth century. The 
parish is situated on the north-eastern confines of 
the county, bordering upon Flintshire, and upon the 
river Alyn, which m^ its source in the neighbouring; 
parish of Llandegia, and, flowing northwam through 
this place, adds much interest and beauty to the sur- 
rounding scenery : one thousand eight hundred acres 
of waste land were inclosed under an act of parlia- 
ment obtained in 1793. It abounds with mineral 
treasures, and within its limits are some extensive 
lead-mines, which have been worked from a very 
early period. These mines, after bein^ for some 
time entirely discontinued, or in very limited opera- 
tion, were wrought very extensively in 1762, and so 
continued to be, with great advantage, till the year 
1790, when they were again abandoned. From that 
period the works were wholly suspended, or con- 
ducted only upon a very small scale by a few adven- 
turers till the year 1823, when a new company esta- 
blished themselves in the place, drove fresh levels in 
the mountain, sunk new shafts, and erected new 
machinery for carrying on the mining process with 
effect. Tiiis machinery is put in motion by a water- 
wheel, fifty feet in diameter, and of eighty horse 
power, driven by the river Alyn : the symmetry of 
this wheel, and its great power, render it the aami- 
ration of visiters; and the beauty of the situation 
which it occupies, on the stream of the Alyn, derives 
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additional interest from its proxinnty to Colomendy, 
once the property and residence of Wilson, the cele- 
brated landscape painter. The turnpike-road from 
Ruthin to Mold passes through the village. Of the 
rateable annual value of the parish, the return made 
amounts to £1579. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £14. 8. if.; patron, Bishop of St. 
Asaph: the tithes have been commoted for a rent- 
charge of £805. 19. 3., subject to rates, averaging 
£40. 13. per annum ; and there is aj^lebe of nearly 
15^ acres, with a debe-house. The church is a 
small neat edifice, rebuilt in 1772, chiefly at the ex- 
pense of Mrs. Jones, of Colomendy ; and there is a 
small place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists. 
A school was founded, prior to 1764, by Catherine 
Jones, spinster, who in that year created a rent- 
eharge for its endowment on her estate of Brynford 
Hall, in the parish of Holywell, Flintshire; and in 
order to keep the building in repair, she directed 
the expenses for that purpose to be paid out of her 
property called Colomendy, in this parish, which 
she also charged with £4 per year as an additional 
salary to the master. The number of children be- 
longing to the parish, who now attend the school, is 
about 60, besides which, about 15 others from the 
neighbouring places pay for their education. In 
1840, an additional school-room was erected for the 
education of girls by public subscription, to which 
Miss Jones Garnons annually grants £10 towards 
the salary of the mistress; and there are two Sunday 
schools conducted gratuitously in the parish, one 
under the superintendence of the oflSciating minister, 
containing about 140 males and females, and the 
other, conducted by Methodists. John Robinson, in 
1703, left £30, the interest of which sum he directed 
to be distributed in bread. Catherine Jones likewise 
bequeathed £2 a year, chargeable on the Colo- 
mendy estate, to be given to the poor on every Good 
Friday, and Christmas-day; and £2 are also an- 
nually paid from the same property, beine the in- 
terest of £48 which remained, in 1791, in Uie hands 
of Mrs. Jones's executor. The benefaction table in 
the church records a few other charities, among them 
one of £18 from Mrs. Edwards; and about 1815, the 
trustees of the turnpike-road from Ruthin to Mold 
having diverted the line, and cut through various 
fields in this parish belonging to Mr. rotts, that 
gentleman gave the compensation money, amount- 
ing to £87. 8. 3., to the overseers of the poor, and 
the interest, with the preceding donations, is dispens- 
ed annually to the most necessitous parishioners. 
John Wilson, in 1772, eave by deed a portion of land, 
the produce of which be directed to be divided in 
bread and money. The Rev. John Davies, D.D., a 
learned divine, and author of a curious s^ramroar of 
the Welsh language, and also of a Welsh and Latin 
Dictionary, published in 1632, was a native of this 
parish; he died in 1644, and was buried here. 

sa 
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LLANVIGAEL (LLAN-FIGEL), a parish, 
in the hundred of LIlybolion, union and county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, 2^ miles (n. n. w.) 
from Bodedem; containing 154 inhabitants. This 
small parish is situated on one of the finest rivulets 
in the isle, called Avon Alaw, which adds greatly to 
its fertility : the lands are inclosed, and in a good 
state of cultivation; the scenery is finely varied; 
and the views from the hifi^her grounds are interest- 
ing and extensive, and in some parts highly pic- 
turesque. The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed 
to the rectory of Llanvachretn : the church, situated 
on the margin of the rivulet tliat flows through the 
parish, after being in ruins for about 40 years, was 
rebuilt in 1841, at the expense of Owen Owens, 
Esq. Distinct officers, were, and are still chosen, 
and the public business of the parish is transacted, in 
the same manner as prior to the decay of the church. 
There is a place of worship for Calvinistic Method- 
ists, in which is kept a Sunday school for 25 males and 
30 females, who are taught gratuitously. A trifling 
rent-charge is received for the poor, and another 
benefaction of a little larger amount has been lost 

LLANVIGAN, orLLANVEUGAN (LLAN- 
FEIGAN), a parish, comprising the Upper and 
Lower divisions, in the hundred of Pencelly, union 
and county of Brecknock, South Wales, 4 miles 
(s. £. by s.) from Brecknock; and containing 662 
inhabitants, of which number 287 are in the Upper, 
and 375 in the Lower, division. This place derives 
its name from the dedication of its church to St. 
Veugan, or Meugan, who, according to the late lolo 
Morganwg, was preceptor to the renowed Merlyn 
Emrys, and also distinguished himself as a poet. It 
is situated nearly in the central part of the county, 
and once formed the head of the extensive lordship of 
Pencelly, which was afterwards divided into five 
minor lordships, and gave name to the present hun- 
dred. The ancient castle of Pencelly, oi which there 
are at present scarcely any vestiges, was situated in 
the village, about a quarter of a mile to the east of 
the church. By whom, or at what time, it was ori- 
ginally built is not known ; but in the 28th of Ed- 
ward 1. it belonged to Roger Mortimer, who was in 
that year summoned to parliament by the title of 
Baron Mortimer of Pencelly Castle: it is also 
noticed by Leland, who describes it as existing in 
his time, in the possession of the Herberts, between 
whom and the Duke of Buckingham the lordship of 
Pencelly was then divided. The family mansion of 
the Herberts, which was afterwards erected on the 
site of the castle, and of which some portions are 
remaining, has undergone so many alterations as 
scarcely to retain any of its original character, and is 
now in the occupation of a farmer. The manor and 
site of the ancient castle are, by marriage with the 
heiress of the late Thynne Howe Gwynne, of Buck- 
land, Esq., the property of James Gwvnne Holford, 
Esq., of Cilgw^n, in the county of Carmarthen. 
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The village is pleasantly situated at a short distance 
from the river Usk, which forms the principal boun- 
dary of the parish on the north and east ; and the 
surrounding scenery is pleasing* and well- wooded, 
and in some parts picturesque. Biaennant is a 
handsome modern mansion, surrounded with fine 
plantations : the grounds are tastefully laid out, and 
command a fine view of the Brecknockshire Beacons, 
which form a striking feature in the scenery of this 
part of the principality. The lands, in some places 
wet and marshy, are principally arable ; and the in- 
habitants are chiefly employed in afi^culture. The 
Brecknock and Abergavenny canal passes through 
the village, where are several wharfs for landing toe 
coal and limestone brought down it for the supply of 
the neighbourhood. Of the annual value of the 
rateable property in the parish, the return amounts to 
£;3570, of which £2368, is for the hamlet of Pen- 
celly, or the Lower division, and £1202, for the 
hamlet of Glyn CoUwyn, or Upper division. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £20. 10.; patron, C. K. Kemeys Tynte, Esq.: 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£560, of which £110 are payable to an impropria- 
tor, and £450 to the rector, who has also a glebe of 
26 acres, valued at £45 per annum, and a glebe-house. 
Part of the great tithes, once belongin^^to the chapel 
of St. Leonard, within the castle of x^encellv, naSf 
since the Reformation, been received by the lord of 
the manor. The church, an ancient and well built 
edifice, with a square tower of good proportions, is 
beautifully situated on the declivity of a lofty ridge, 
at some distance from the south oank of the river 
Usk, and commanding an extensive.view down the 
Vale of Usk, and of the Black Mountains. The 
churchyard contains some of the finest yew trees m 
South Wales ; one of them is nine and a half vards, 
and another seven and a half in girth ; and tnoogh 
generally of a very great age, their trunks are mostly 
perfectly sound. In the upper division of the parish 
IS the chapel of Glyn CoUwyn, to which the rector 
presents. There is a place of worship for Presby- 
terians: about 15 children are instructed in a day 
school, at the expense of their parents; and 130 
males and females in two Sunday schools gratuitously 
by the dissenters. The Rev. Kichard Turberville^ 
incumbent of the place in 1635, bequeathed to his 
servant, William David, two closes of land, called 
Crovtau and Tir-y-Gengin, in the parish, chaiged 
with the payment of £5 per annum to the poor: 
both which, after the death of the legatee, were re- 
signed to the minister and churchwardens, who re- 
ceive the rents and distribute them according to the 
intention of the testator: they consist of about 4 
acres of arable, and 7 of copse wood, and are let at 
£1 1 per annum. Captain Thomas Powell, of Pen- 
celly Castle, about the commencement of the seven- 
teenth century, gave£lOO to the poor, which sum y^ 
vested in the purchase of lands at Glynderi, now let 
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at a yearly rent of £23. 10; and a tenement be- 
queathed to the poor by an unknown bene&ctor is 
let at £11. Mrs. Lettice Parry, by her will in 
17Q1) charged a tenement called Llwyncelyn, in the 
parish of Llanthetty, with the payment of £1 per 
annum ; and two other benefactors, Mrs. Walters 
and ISdrs. Bowens, charged tenements, named re- 
spectively Cethinog and T^ Newydd, in the parish, 
with the annual sum of £2 each. The produce 
arising^ from these benefactions, amounting to £4], 
is annually distributed among the poor on Good Fri- 
day, and the rents of the farms on St. Thomas's-day. 
Gilston, or Gileston, was formerly a manor or lord- 
ship in this parish, and was conferred by Bernard 
Newmarch on Sir Giles Pierrepoint, whose pos- 
terity and name have been long extinct in the prin- 

LLANVIHANGEL (LLAN-FIHANGEL- 
YN-NGWYNFA), a parish, comprising the Upper 
and Lower divisions, in the union and lower division 
of the hundred of Llanvyllin, county of Mont- 
ooMSRY, North Wales, 5^ miles (w. s. w.) from 
Llanvyllin; and containing 1040 inhabitants. The 
name of this place is derived from the dedication of 
its church to St Michael, and its adjunct from its 
beings situated in Gwynva, a district in ancient 
Powys : it is more commonly called ^^ Llanvihangel- 
y-Gwynt" (St Michael's the Windy), from the bleak- 
ness of its surfiaoe, to distinguish it from ^^ Llanvi- 
bangel-yn-Nghentyn," as the Welsh designate Alber- 
bury, on the confines of Salop. The parish is 
crossed bv the road leading from Llanvyllm, about 
half a mile to the left of which the village is situated; 
and is bounded on the north by the parish of Hir- 
nant, on the north-east by that of Llanvyllin, on the 
south-east by that of Meivod, on the south by Llan- 

grniew and Llanervul, on the south-west by Garth- 
eibio, and on the north-west by Llanwddyn. It 
comprehends 12 townships, and a tract of about 
10,000 acres, of which 200 are woodland, and the re- 
mainder arable, pasture, and sheep-walks ; the land, 
to a great extent, is hilly and mountainous, and the 
prospect from the high grounds extensive and beauti- 
ful, embracing views of the lofty eminences of EQr- 
mint, and of ^ die picturesque scenery of the locality, 
ornamented with thick clusters of oak, ash, and fir, 
and enlivened on the west by the windings of the 
Llanwddyn river. The soil is various, but in gene- 
ral tolerably fertile, and produces wheat, barley, oats, 
rye, &c.; the hills are depastured by young cattle 
and sheep, and in several places, peat, which consti- 
tutes the chief fuel of the inhabitants. Lb abundant: 
the rateable annual value of the whole parish has 
been returned at £3044. Llwydiarth Hall, formerly 
the seat of some of the ancestors of Sir W. W. 
Wynne, Bart, the principal landed proprietor, has 
lately been rebuilt and converted into a fiurm-house. 
Pairs are held on May 9th, July 21st, and the last 
Friday in October. 
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The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £5. 15. 5.; patron. Bishop of. St Asaph: the 
tithes have been commuted for £440. The church, 
which is situated on the summit of a lofty eminence, 
is a plain, ancient edifice, measuring on the outside 
70 teet by 22, and containing about 260 sittings, 
of which 50 are free : the pew belonging to the pos- 
sessors of Llwydiarth is decorated with a canopy, on 
which are emblazoned the arms of the difierent 
Branches of that family. A National school, built in 
1825, and containing 35 children, is supported by 
the proceeds of a tenement bequeathed by the ances- 
tors of Sir W. W. Wynne; the master's salary is 
£18 per annum. There is also another day school, 
appertaining to Calvinistic Methodists, and in which ^ 
30 children are instructed at the expense of their 
parents; and about 150 males and 120 females are 
taught gratuitously in seven Sunday schools, in con- 
nexion with different denominations of dissenters. 
Mrs. Mary Strangways, of Stinsford, Dorsetshire, 
by will, in 1726, bequeathed £2790 to various cha- 
rities, among which was the sum of £200 to the 
poor of LlanvihangeU; £10, the interest of this 
bequest, are paid out of a rent-charge on the estate 
of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, together with ano- 
ther sum of £10, the annual gift of the same bene- 
factress, which is applied to apprenticing children. 
Among other charitable bequests made to the parish 
were the following: Francis Griffiths, in 1684, the 
sum of £20; David Griffiths, in 1690, gift £30; 
David Vaughan, in 1705, gift £20; David Hum- 
phreys, Joseph and David EHis, Watkin Evans, and 
Thomas Foulkes, each £20; and the Rev. Mr. 
Lloyd, £10; all of which sums were invested in 
turnpike trusts in the county of Montgomerv, and 
now yield £8 per annum, distributed by the cnurch- 
wardens to the poor. The Roman road from Caer- 
Sws to Deva (Chester) passed through the parish. 

LLANVIHANGEL-ABERBYTHIC 
(LLAN-FIHANGEL-ABER-BYTHYCH), a 
parish, in the union of Llandilo-Vawr, hundred of 
IscENNEN, county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 
3^ miles (w. s. w.) firom Llandilo;. containing 948 
inhabitants. This parish derives its distinguishing 
appellation from its situation at the mouth of the 
small rivulet Bythic, which here falls into the river 
Towy; it is within the lordship of Kidwelly, and 
forms part of the Duchv of Lancaster. The envi- 
rons comprehend many nne views, and much of the 
varied and interesting scenery that characterises 
the Vale of Carmarthen. The neighbourhood 
abounds with limestone, which rises from the sea 
near Kidwelly, and extends to this parish, and is 
burned in great abundance for manure, which is 
conveyed to various parts of the principality. For 
this purpose a rail-road has been constructed from 
the works at Castell-y-Garreg, in the parish, to the 
Burry river, a distance of sixteen miles, crossing the 
Gwendraeth-Vawr river, and supported near Myn- 
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ydd Mawr by a stronfir embankment^ cxMitainin^ 
more than forty thousand cubic yards of earth, which 
have been thrown up for that purpose. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£200 private bene&etion, £400 royal bounty, and 
£800 parliamentary grant ; net income £72 ; patron, 
and impropriator, E^rl Cawdor, whose tithes have 
been commuted for a rent*charge of £207. 10. The 
church, dedicated to St Michael, a small neat edifice, 
was, according to a tablet recording the event, erec- 
ted in 1617, bv Sir John Vaughan, Knt., Comp-> 
troller of the Household to Charles I. ; it was re* 
paired in 1753, by his descendant, the Hon. John 
Vaughan, representative in parliament for the county. 
There are places of worship for Independents and 
Calvinistic Methodists. A neat schoolroom was 
built at the expense of the late Lord Cawdor, who 
paid £20 annually to a master for instructing poor 
children of the parish, and the same payment is now 
continued by the present EsltL There are alto 
three other day schools, in which about 60 boys and 
50 girls are taught at Uie expense of their parents ; 
and three Sunday schools, appertaining to dissenters 
and conducted gratuitously, in which are about )00 
males and females. 

Golden Grove, the ancient seat of the Vau^hans, 
Earls of Carberry, and now the property of Earl 
Cawdpr, is situated witl|in the parish. During the 
interregnum Cromwell, on his route to besiege Pem* 
broke Castle, abruptly crossed the country, and came 
to Golden Grove with a troop of horse, hoping to 
surprise Richard, Earl of Carberry, who was zea** 
lously attached to the royal cause, and to seize his 
person ; but the earl, having been apprised of his 
approach, hastily withdrew and hid himself in a farm- 
house in a sequestered spot among the hills ; and the 
Protector, disappointed in his intention, concealed 
his purpose, anci, having dined with the countess, 
continued his route to Pembroke. The old mansion 
has been recently taken down by the present Earl 
Cawdor, who has erected, in a more cixnmanding 
situation, a magnificent structure of the black marble 
found in the Vale of Llangendeirn, and in the ancient 
style of English architecture : it consists of a project- 
ing front, having a lofty tower at the south-western 
angle, with a wing declining a little from the parallel, 
and containing an extensive range of offices on one 
side, corresponding to which, on the other, it is said 
to be his lordship's intention to erect a similar wing^, 
to complete the design. The principal entrance is 
in the opposite front^ under a lofty and elegant 
porch of three finely pointed arches, through which 
the carriage drives directly up to the dow. The 
internal arrangements have oeen designed more 
with a view to domestic accommodation than to 
ostentatious display ; but they comprehend, qd i^ very 
liberal scale, all the elegances and decorations suited 
to the elevated rank of the noble proprietor. The 
grounds are rathe? extensive than oeautiful, but are 
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well covered with thriving plantations ; and from the 
mansion an almost boundless prospect is obtainedf 
embracing the whole of the beautiful vale from Cmw 
marthen to Llandovery. Among the numerous in-* 
teresting objects which are visible from this spot are 
Dryslwyn Castle, Grongar Hill, and the venerable 
ruins of Dynevor Casue, the ancient seat of the 
native princes of South Wales : the modern maoeion 
of that name is not within view, but the unrivalled 
and luxuriant scenery of Newton Paric is eminently 
conspicuous. Tlie celebrated Jeremy Taylor, D. I)., 
chaplain to Charles I., and subsequently Bishop of 
Down and Connor, in Ireland, passed several years 
during the usurpation at Golden Grove, under the 
protection of the loyal Earl of Carberrv, to whom 
several of his works are dedicated. Within the 
parish are the remains of a British camp, in a state 
of tolerable perfection ; and in the limestone rock, 
from which the neighbourhood is supplied with lime 
for manure, is an extensive cavern, m which bonee 
have been discovered ; tumuli o( loose stones are of 
very frequent occurrence in the vicinity, and there ie 
one of these relics of the ancient Britons within the 
parish. 

LLANVIHANGEL-ABERCOWIN (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-ABER-CYWYN), a parish, in the 
higher division of the hundred of Derll^s, union 
and county of Carharthen, South Wales, 9 
miles (s. w. by w.) from Carmarthen; containing^ 
809 inhabitants. The pari^ derives its distinguish- 
ing appellation from its situation on the Cowin, near 
its confluence with the T&f, both of which rivera 
partly bound it on the east and west; and is inter- 
sected by the turnpike-road from Carmarthen to St. 
Clear's, from which last it is dbtant about two miles 
and a half to the south-east Within its limits is a 
village, forming a kind of suburb to St. Clear's, and 
it derives a considerable portion of traflBc from its 
situation, and an air of cheerfulness and activity from 
the frequent passing of travellers. Fairs are held 
annually on the 12th of May and the 10th of Octo- 
ber. The living is annexed to the vicarage of My- 
drim : of the commutation for tithes the amotoit 19 
£506 per annum, of which £439 are payable to die 
Archdeacon of St. David's, subject to rat^s, averaging 
£d7. 8. 10. ; and £67 to an impropriator, also su^ect 
to rates, which average £4. The church, dedicated 
to St. Michael, stands very near the confluence of 
the rivers, but is not distinguished by any architec- 
tural features. There are plaees of worship for 
Baptists and Welsh Calvinistic Methodists: abeat 
80 children are instructed in a day school, at the ex- 
pense of their parents; and there are three Sunday 
schools, two appertaining to Calvinistic Methodists 
and one to Baptists, in wnich 200 males and females 
ave gratnitously taught. A rent-charge of £10 oa 9ome 
farms in the neighbourhood, bequeathed by Jjidj 
Drummond, in the 25tb of Uie reign of Charles li. 
is annually distributed among the poor, aco^wding 
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to tbe will of the testatrix* 8oAae very impetfeot 
vestiffes of an encamptnent are visible on a fana 
near irerenty, in this parisk. 

LLANVIHANGEL-ABERGWESSIN 
(LLANFIH ANGEL*. ABER-GWESYN), a pa^ 
liah^ in the union and hundred of BuiLTk^ county of 
BRECKNOCK) South Walks, 14 miles (w« by n.) 
from Bailth; containing 811 inhabitants. This 
pariah derives its name from the dedication of its 
chnreh, and its distinguishing appelUiti0n from its 
attoation near the month of ifm river Gwessin. It is 
separated from the parish of Llanddewi-Abergwessin 
by t^ river Irvon (both diurches being eontiguous^ 
on opposite banks), which forms its boundary cm 
tbe south and sooth^west: and is intersected in soaoe 
places by some sinall valesy distinguished for the pid- 
taresque beauty of their scenery* Tbe svrfece is 
prinapaily mountainous; its greatest elevation, Dru- 
gam nill, beinff two thousand and serenty-^ofie feet 
above the leveiof tbe sea; and but a comparatively 
small proportion of the land is nnder cultivation. The 
soil is generally fiertile; even e«i tbe highest hilk it 
is of considerable depth, and the lower parts of the 
nKmntains might, if brought into cultivation, be fen* 
dercd extremely produOTve; the commons affevd 
good pastairage for sheep, cattle, and great numbers 
of eolts. The scenery tnrougbout is generally pleas^^ 
ing, a^d on the bonks of the Irvon it is, in many 
parts, extremely beautiful : Llwyn Madoe, is a spa- 
cious mansion, finely situated ander tbe sbeicer of a 
lofty emnence, but at present in the occupation of a 
tenant The hills are thought to coHtam veins of 
lead-ore, but no regular attempt has been hitfaerlo 
made to work them ; and date is procured in tbe 
parish ; the rateable annaal valoe of the property in 
which has been returned ai £1 l4Si^ Tne living ii 
a perpetnel curacy, annexed to tbe vicarage of Llan- 
avan-vawr ; and the titbee have been commuted for a 
rent^obarge of £180, of which £\%0 are payable to 
tbe Precentor and Chapter of St David's, Sub|ect to 
rates, avera^ng £8. 16. 8., and £60 to the incnn^ 
bent, also sublet to rates, which ave#^e £4. d. ^ 
per an»am. The c&orch^ dedicated la St Miehael^ 
IS not distingtiished by any striking architectwral 
feataves. There are places of worship for Baptists 
Imd ladepefidents ; m connexion with wbom are also 
two day schools^ in which about 45 children are 
taagbt at tbe expense of tbeir parents ; and twe 
Sunday schsolsv i^ording graituftous bistmctioil to 
1% males and females. WittiaM Thomas Riekett, 
in l?09, beqaeathed a farm in the parish, called 
Cevn Vaes^ cowtaining 111^ acres of arable, wood, and 
pasture land, with bou^e and garden, and preduding 
annaaHy £7. 15^; and the late Evan Thomas^ £s«^^ 
left £5 per aanmn to thtf poor ; in the latter sum^ 
distributed in flannel^ tha parlshee of LhmHeonvel 
and LlanavaKii^Van^ participates 

LLANVIHANGEL.AK.ARTH,orYEROTH 
(LLAN^FIHANGEI^AB^AKTH)v a parish^ In 
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the onion of Newcastle-Emltw, higher division 
of the hundred of Cathinog, county of CARMAisi- 
THEN, SouTU Wales^ 12 niiles (n. by £.) from Car- 
marthen; isontaining 1993 inhabitants. According 
to Giraldus Cambrensis^ this place #as the scene ot 
an obstinate battle between Hywel and Qtufydd ab 
Llewelyn, in 1031^, in which the formei^ who had 
brought his wife to the field to be li spectatoi* df his 
anticipated triutnph, wik^ defeated by the latter, ahd 
obliged to seek safety by flight ; bat^ being pursiied 
by m(d conqueror, be was taken prisoner with his 
wife, and detained in the power of Grufydd. Rh^ 
ab Grufydd, according to tbe same historian, held aa 
interview at the same placd with Henry II., in 1162, 
when he made his formal submission to tbe authority 
of that monarch^ The parish is pleasantly situated 
on the river Teivy, over which the turnpike-road 
between Carmarthen and Aberystwith is continued 
by means of a handsome stone bridge ; and extends 
for nearly ei^bt miles in length from north to south, 
and seven miles in breadth from east to west Tbe 
surrounding scenery is pleasingly diversified^ and in 
Sdine pans h»[h}y picturesque ; and tbe soil, though 
varying in dimrent parts, is in general fertile; Fairs 
are annually held, on die 12th of May dnd the 10th 
of October, in the vilbg^, which, in addition to its 
public situation on the thoronghfere leading from 
Carmfurtben to Aberystwith^ is also Intersected by 
the tumpike^road from the fbhner town to Lam* 
peter. 

The livrng is a discharged vicarage^ rated in the 
king's books at £6. 6. 8., endowed with £200 royal 
bounty, and in the alternate patronage of W. Lewes, 
and J. E. Lloyd, Esqrs*^ the invproprntters : the tithes 
bave been c<nnmuted for a rent-charge of £506, of 
which £430 are payable to the impropriators, md 
£78 to the vicar, wno has also a^ glebe of 85 acresv 
valued at £M per annMi. The churd), dedicated 
to St Micbael, is situated on an eminence on th^ 
southern bamk of die Teivy, commanding an exten-i> 
mve and pleasing view of the river and the adjacent 
country ; and in the churchyard is a Roman monu- 
mental stone, with the hx8cri«%fen HieJaeet Ukaeinm 
FUka Smmaciti. Tbe chapel of Pencader hvA 
been in ruins for nearly a century, but th^ cemetery 
is still entire. There &te pktees of Worship tot 
CaAviiristid Methodists^ Baptists, and inde^endei^ts. 
D. Jones, Esq., pays a> master £5 per annum fot 
teaching pcor childrew to read Weish in a school of 
more than 1^ children, which is held foi^ only (m^ 
quarter in the year. Three other day scboofs are 
Carried on, in wniob 80 boys an<f 36 girU a^e edu- 
cate at the experis^ of their parents; and five 
Sunday scfaeolsy one of whidhj connected with the 
Est&bhshed Churchy k attended by from 80 to 100 
chiMreny undierr th^ supieriiliendence of the vicar^ 
aflbM gratuMMis inlstruction to 550 males and 
female^, imfchiding mest of the children that attend 
Ac dlay schools^ Near tfte village are the remiains 
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of an ancient encampment, probably thrown up by 
Hywel, in his encounter with Llewelyn, in 1039; 
and on the banks of the Teivy, near the boundary 
of Llanliwnv parish, is a lolty embankment, the 
history of whicn is unknown. There are also three 
tumuli within the parish, but no particulars respecting 
them are upon record. 

LLANVIHANGEL-BACHELLETH 
(LLAN-FIHANGEL BACHELLAETH), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Pwllheli, hundred of Gaf- 
LOGioN, Lleyn division of the county of Carnar- 
von, North Wales, 4 miles (w.) from Pwllheli ; 
containing 333 inhabitants. This parish is situated 
in a mountainous district in the south-western part 
of the county, and nearly in the centre of the great 
promontory of Lleyn, which separates the bays of 
Cardigan and Carnarvon. The surface is boldly 
undulated, and the land partially inclosed and culti- 
vated ; the soil is generally good, and in the lower 
grounds fertile and productive : of the rateable an- 
nual value, the return made amounts to £1502. The 
village, which consists only of one farm-house and 
two or three scattered cottages, is surrounded by 
scenery of strikingly varied character ; and about a 
mile from the church is Gallt-y-Beren, an elegant 
mansion embosomed in thriving plantations, and 
commanding some fine views. Within this parish 
is a part of Cam Vadriny a rocky eminence, rising 
twelve hundred feet above the level of the sea, and 
which was one of the strongholds of Roderick and 
Maelgwyn, sons of Owain Gwynedd, to whom this 
part of the county belonged. On the declivities and 
around the base are numerous foundations of oblong, 
elliptical, and circular buildings, varying in dimen- 
sions from eighteen to thirty-six feet in diameter, 
the temporary dwellings of the natives, when driven 
by any sudden emergency to this retreat, where 
they remained in safety with their flocks and herds. 
On the summit, which was surrounded with a strong 
rampart, whereof some portions are still remaining, 
the chieftains encampecl with their forces, to watch 
the movements of the enemy, and avail themselves 
of an opportunity to intercept their progress or repel 
their aggressions. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
annexea to the rectory of Llanbedrog : the church, 
which is dedicated to St Michael, is situated on a 
gentle eminence beneath a lofty rock, and, though 
possessing no architectural features, derives from its 
site a highly romantic appearance. The children of 
the parish are admitted into the National school of 
Llanbedrog. 

LLANVIHANGEL-BRtN-PABUAN 
(LLAN-FIHANGEL-BRtN-PAB-JOAN), a 

girish, comprising the townships of Llanvihangel and 
hosverrig, in the union and hundred of Builth, 
county of Brecknock, South Wales, and con- 
taining 384 inhabitants ; of which number 283 are 
in the township of Llanvihangel, 5 miles (n. w.) 
from Builth. This parish is situated in a hilly dis- 
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trict near the north-western extremity of the county, 
and b bounded on the north by the river W^e, and 
on the south by the Whevri, neither of which is navi- 
gable at this place. The latter stream, whidi rises 
near Ll'^n Varhyn, on the border of the parish of 
Llanwrthwl, and falls into the Irvon near Park 
House, abounds with trout, greatly superior both 
in firmness and in flavour to those either of the 
Wye or the Irvon. During the parliamentary war 
in the reign of Charles L^ the parish suffered greatly 
from the violence of contending^ parties ; the churdi 
was converted into a stable, ana the font removed 
to a iarm-house, where it was used as a pig-trough ; 
the minister was expelled from his living, and for 
many years remained in retirement in the parish of 
Llanavan-Vawr, but was ultimately restored to it 
The lands for the greater part are inclosed, and in 
a good state of cultivation : the soil varies greatly 
in different parts ; in the township of Llanvihangel 
it is dry, lignt, and shallow, and in that of Rhos- 
verrig, richer and deeper, and intermixed with loam 
in greater proportion, with a small quantity of gravel; 
the pastures are good, and great numbers of sheep 
and cattle are reared for the market at Builth. The 
surrounding scenery is richly diversified, and in many 
places highly picturesque, and the distant views are 
extensive and interesting. The rateable annual value 
of the whole parish is £1550, of which £883 is the 
return for the township. 

At the eastern extremity of the parish are the 
Radnorshire trap rocks, extending for a short dis- 
tance along the banks of the Wye ; and near Park 
wells is a small projecting rock, overhanging the 
same river, which was anciently fortified, probably 
for guarding the ford of Ll^hr^d, and perhaps in 
the occupation of the Romans, as the Roman vicinal 
road over Llandrindod common must have crossed 
the Wye near this spot On the tenement of Paro- 
ar- Irvon, near Park wood, are three mineral springs, 
having their sources within a short distance of each 
other ; one saline, another sulphureous, and the third 
chalybeate : the saline spring is considered by medi- 
cal men to be one of the most efficacious in the king- 
dom ; but the sulphureous one is not so powerful as 
that in the parish of Llanwrtyd. A neat pump- 
room has been erected for the accommodation <tf 
persons resorting to the place to drink the waters, 
which are raised from the springs by three pump6» 
each inscribed with the property of its respecDve 
water; and adjoining the room are some small apart- 
ments that have been prepared for the reception of 
visiters. The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed 
to the vicarage of Lianayan- Vawr ; and the tithes of 
the parish, including the hamlet of Rhosverrig, have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £208^ of which 
two-thirds are. payable to the Precentor and Chapter 
of St. Darid's, and one-third to the incumbent The 
church, dedicated to St. Michael^ is a small edifice, 
situated on an eminence on the road leading from 
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Llanavan-Vawr to Newbridge upon Wye; it dis- 
plays no architectural details, nor does it contain any 
monuments of importance. Rees Price, in 1781, 
bequeathed a small rent-charge on land for the re- 
lief of the poor, but nothing is now known of this 
beneiiEiction 

LLANVIHANGEL-CAPEL-EDWIN, or 
EGLWYS-VACH, county of Cardigan, South 
Wales. — See Scybor-y-Coed. 

LLANVIHANGEL-CWM.D€r, a parish, in 
the union and hundred of Crickhowel, county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 4^ miles (n. by w.) 
from Crickhowel; containing 1039 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is also called St. Michael's Cwm-Du, 
derives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St. Michael, and its distinguishing adjunct from its 
situation in a vale bounded on one side by the Black 
Mountains, and from that circumstance usually called 
Cwm Ddj or " the black vale.'* In the ninth century 
the parish was distinguished by the appellation of 
Llanvihangel-Tre'r-Caerau, or " the church of St, 
Michael apud castra^* in allusion to the numerous 
remains of military fortifications that are still dis- 
coverable within its limits. The vale in which it is 
situated is beautiful, and nearlv inclosed by lofty 
mountains; it is watered by the river Rhiangol, 
over which are several bridges, and the river Usk 
runs through the southern portion. The parish ex- 
tends five miles in length, and is nearly of equal 
breadth, comprising by computation about 7000 
acres, 2000 of which are mountainous and unin- 
closed land, and the remainder rich arable and pas- 
ture, in a state of good cultivation. The surface is 
pleasingly varied; and the views from the higher 
CTonnds, embracing many objects of interest and 
features of picturesque beauty, are diversified and 
extensive ; the soil is in general dry, and rests upon 
the old red sandstone formation, and the chief pro- 
duce is wheat, barley, oats, hay, clover, peas, tur- 
nips, &C. A few quarries of old red sandstone are 
in operation, the produce of which is used in the 
locality, chiefly for tiles and building-stones. Pen- 
myarth, anciently the seat of the family of the 
Vaughans, afterwards by purchase the property of 
WilUam Augustus Gott, Blsq., who built the present 
mansion, and now belonging to Joseph Bailey, Esq., 
derives its name from its situation on the sloping 
front of Myarth hill, an isolated eminence in the 
centre of the Vale of Crickhowel, over which it com- 
mands a beautiful prospect The lawn in front of 
the house slopes gradually to the margin of the river 
Usk, the banks of which are finely rounded on the 
north and south ; the prospect is rich and imposing* 
comprehending almost every varietv of scenery ; and 
the view from the summit of the hill is unrivalled for 
beauty by any in this part of the country. The 
turnpike-road from London to Milford intersects 
the parish, and a new line to Talvarth, begun in 
1830, has been formed almost entirely at the private 
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cost of John Hotchkis, Esq. : the parish contains the 
four hamlets (or parcels, as they are here called) of 
Blaenau, Tr^towerj Cenol, and Kilwych; and the 
villages of Velindrd and Bwlch. 

The living consists of a sinecure rectory and a 
vicarage; the rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£19. 15. 2^., of the net annual value of £396, and 
in the gift of the Duke of Beaufort; the vicarage, 
rated at £9. 13. 1^., of the net value of £191, and 
in the patronage of the Rector. The vicarage is 
endowed with one-third part of the great and small 
tithes of the whole parish, with the exception of a 
certain impropriated portion called the Priory tithes, 
which were granted to the prior and monks of St. 
John the Evangelist, in Brecknock, by Pycard, a 
Norman knie;ht, to whom Bernard de Newmarch 
gave the lordship of Ystradwy. By a late survey it 
appears that the impropriation extended to the ex- 
clusive tithes of six hundred and thirty-four acres, 
one rood, and thirty-five perches, situated in the 
hamlets of Tretower, Cenol, and Kilwych, and is 
now lay property. The church appears to have been 
originally founded in the early part of the eleventh 
century ; for, in the LibeT LandavensiSi an ancient 
register of Llandaf, quoted by Wharton in his Anglia 
SacrOf and lately published by the Welsh MS. 
Society, it is stated that a church, dedicated to St* 
Michael, in the lordship of Ystradwy, was conse- 
crated by the venerable Herewald, Bishop of that 
see, who^ according to Godwyn, died in 1103, in 
the 48th year of nis prelacy, at a very advanced 
age, exceeding one hundred years : as there is no 
other church in that district to which this descrip- 
tion will at all apply, it is supposed to relate to the 
church of this place. The ancient structure appeared, 
from the varieties in its style of architecture, to have 
been erected at different periods : it was a spacious 
and handsome edifice, consisting of a nave, with two 
aisles, and ,a chancel, with a square embattled tower 
of ffrey stone, which probably was the most ancient, 
ancT perhaps the only remaining part of the original 
builaing. This church was found to be in such a 
state of irreparable dilapidation, that, in 1830, it was 
judged expedient to take it down, with the excep* 
tion only of the tower; and in the following year it 
was handsomely rebuilt in an appropriate style, and 
opened for divine service in May. It is in the later 
stvie of Engrlish architecture, and consists of a nave, 
with two aisles, and a chancel; the roof is divided 
into compartments, and the interior is well lighted 
by ranges of six large windows in the sides, and at 
the west end by a large window of five lights, with 
cinque-foiled heads, surmounted by an ogee arch, 
and by two other windows of smaller dimensions. 
The chancel is ornamented with a handsome oak 
screen, removed from the front of the ancient rood- 
loft, and placed around the walls : the mullions of 
the windows, and the stone work of the old church, 
as fieur as was practicable, have been employed in the 



LLAN— V 



LLAN 



present edifice, which was erected at an expense of 
£1600, of which sum, about £225 ^ere raised bv 
subscription. In one of the buttresses on the south 
side of the church has been inserted by the Rev. 
Thomas Price, vicar of the parish, an ancient stpne, 
which was removed for fear of destruction, from 
a former situation (its original site being uncer- 
tain), where it served as a steppjng-stone over a 
brook : the purport of the orifi^inal inscription is pre- 
served on a brass plate, also inserted in the buttress. 
In the churchyard is an old stone, about three feet 
long and sixteen inches wide: it originally formed 
the sill of the chancel window of the church, and is 
evidently a fragment of a larger stone ; one side of 
it is inscribed with a rude cross, apparently of the 
date of the sixth, seventh, or eifi^htn century, and 
a mutilated monumental inscription. On a stone 
which also belonged to the old church, and is now 
inserted in the south wall of the present building, 
are a cross fleury within a circle, and two shields of 
armorial bearing. In the hamlet of Tri^tpwer is the 
chapel of St. Jonn the Evangelist, formerly a chapel 
of ease to the mother church. There are places of 
worship for Independent^ ai^d Calvinistic Metho- 
dists. A day school, commenced in 1833, contains 
about 45 children of both sexes, and is chiefly sup- 
ported by the interest of a bequest of £800, left by 
the late David Willfams, Elsq., in 1835, tq Lprd 
William Geor^ Henry Somerset, rector, and the 
{lev. T)ioipas rrice, vicar, of the parish, and their 
successors for the time being, in trust, to invest the 
^me in government security, and to apply the pro- 
duce in establishing a school for poor children, and 
instructing them in ttie principles of the Church of 
England ; and the same oenefactor also bequeathed 
£400 to the vicar and his succetoor^ to ipvest in th^ 
§ame mapner, and apply the interest for distribution 
^t Christmas, among such deserving poor as should 
not receive parochial reliefl The scbool-roqm wa9 
built by subscription, on a plot of land granted by the 
puke of Beaufort. A rent-charge of one guinea on 
a tenement called Pen-yr-hepl, toe bequest of Janet 
Powell, is distributed among poor old spinsters. 

At Uie spiall village of Gaer, in the parish, ar^ 
unequivocal marks of an ancient Roman encamp- 
ment ; and local tradition affirms that a town of con- 
siderable size once extended from that spot to ^ place 
still called TrS'r Graig, or « the town on the hill." 
it is quite certain that this space pf ground h^s b^eo 
formerly occupied by buildings ; th^ fpundation^ of 
walls have been discovered, and ivro^ght stopes, 
fragments of brick, cement, and pottery haye been 
frequently turned up by Uie plough. The camp 
Itself was situated on a plot of ground sloping gently 
towards ithe south, with a snml inclifiation tpwarcb 
the west, and having at the low^r extremity a stream 
yarned the Ywen : its form was an oblong squ^re^ of 
which the eastern side and the upper end are still 
traceable by the foundations of the walls ; an4 heapff 
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of rubbish, consisting of fragments of bricks, stones^ 
and masses of cement, were till very lately lying on 
the spot. Coins of the lower eoipire have been foond 
here at various times, some of wnich were in the pos- 
session of the late Archdeacon Pnyne. In the garden 
belonging to the farm on which this encao^pmeot 
is situated, within the last few years, wjB9 discovered 
a vaulted ph^mber, fix feet jn lengtb, tbre^ feet 
wide, and three feet high, nearly filled with fragr 
roents of human hopes; and io an adjoining field 
fpme workmen, who were clearinfi^ the grpund, broke 
into an arched covered way, whi<£ appeared to have 
been a drain. The Roman road from Gobannium 
(Abergavenny), leading up the Vale of Usk, passed 
by this station ; an4 a respectable farmer^ son of the 
owner of the land at that time, informed Ardideacon 
Payne that, about fifty years before, he had himself 
assisted in breaking up the pi^rt of the road which 
lay to the east of die camp, and distinctly remem- 
bered that his Other's neighbour, who occupied the 
land on the opposite side or the qanop, was similariy 
employed. He described it as a cau^esyay of consi- 
derable breadth and of great solidity, composed of 
piebblps deeply imbedded in gravel, and so hard, that 
1^ was with dimpulty ^eparatpd by pickaxes and iron 
bars. In a field about a Quarter of a mile to the 
south-east of the camp was the s|;one already noticed 
as being now placed in one of the buttresses of t^e 
church, which was described by the Hop. Daines 
Barrinffton to the Society of Antiquaries in 1773, 
upon the communication of Mr. Maskelyp^ brother 
of the Astronomer- Royi^l pf that naqi^e : the inscrip- 
^on, in ancient characters, was catacus hic jacit 

VILIUS T£GERNACU$. 

Archdeacon Payne, struck with all these pircuiu- 
^tances, which he had persoqally investigated, em- 
ployed a land-surveyor of thp neighbourhood, ?n 
1803, to form a plan of the entire precificts, which 
he f^ent to the late Mr. Jones, who was at that time 
engaged in preparing his History of Qrecknockshire^ 
in which work an engraving of it may be seen. 
That there was a line of Roman stations from I^ca 
(Caerlleon upon Usk) to Maridunum (Carmarthen) 
through the interior of the county, as well as along 
the coast, is, in the Archdeacqn's opinioi^ beyond a 
doubt ; and he considered it sfrange th^t it has i^ot 
been noticed by Antoninus, nor iove^tigated ^TLf^^ 
modem writer, with the exception only of Sic Uicbr 
ard Colt Hoare, who de«[igni|tes it the yia JuliCi 
Ramanaf and with whom he agreed in his opinioPi 
that this roust have beeii one of the stt^tions on that 
line, in which it occupied a situation precisely where 
a station might be expected- On thfi hill called 
JPentir, above tl^e piM^sh church, are the remains 
of another military post of considerable strength, 
evidently of Roman origin, apd probably the Ca^npus 
JEstivus of th^ principf^ station : it incloses i^ quadr 
rilateral area, one hundred and forty yfurds in lengtbi 
f^Y^4 one hModr^d «nd five in brei^dtb^ and is fortifie<i 
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by high rampartS) and di^fenrfed oti the lower side by 
a deep fosse; bekrw it k a wood, which firbm the 
contigmty of this post has 6btained the appetlat!ion 
of Coed-y-Graer, or "tlie wood of the encampment" 
On the little hill of Myaith ai^ vestiges of a strong- 
hold, overlooking the station of Gaer ; it is supposed 
Id be of British origin, bnt no particulars of its his* 
tory have been saliisftictorily ascertained. In the 
ninth century, as stated in Dugdale's Monasticon, a- 
eensiderable tract of land marked by boundaries, 
which may still be traced, extending irom the river 
Rhiangol, which i^ms through the centre of this 
parish, to St Keyna's well and GIdngrwyney, in the 
j^arish of Llangenny, was conferred upon the church 
of Llandaf, by Tudur, the son of Rnain, a regulus 
of the principality of Brychetilio^, in expiation of a 
crime committed by him ag^nst the church. Of the 
ancient cattle, manor, and chapel of Tr^tower, an 
account is given under its own head. 

LLANVIHANGEL-DIN-SYLWY (LLAN- 

FIHANGEL-DIN-SYLWY), a parish, in the 

union of Banoor and BsAvaf aris, hundred of Ttn- 

DABTHWY, county of Anglesey, North Wales, 

5 miles (n. n. w.) from Beaumaris; containing 63 

inhabitants. The nam^ of this parish is derived 

from the dedication of its church, aiid its adjunct 

from the ancient British fortification Din Sylwy, or 

^the exploratory station,'^ adjacent to that edifice. 

The parish, a part of which is within the limits of 

the borough of Beatimaris, is situated on the shore of 

the Irish Sear the surrounding scenery is wild and* 

radely magnificent, and the prospects from the higher 

grounds embrace an assemblage of objects more 

striking from their grandeur than pleasing from their 

beauty. There are some very extensive quarries of 

limestone and marble, which are worked upon a 

large scale, affording employment to a considerable 

portion of the poorer inhabitants. The living is 

a perpetual curacy, annexed to that of Llangoed. 

The church, dedicated to St. Michael, is a small 

ancient edifice, in a very dilapidated state; the 

pulpit, which is of ereat antiquity, is rudely but 

very curiously carved. There is a Sunday school, 

in which from 80 to 35 males and females assemble 

for mutual instruction ; and the interest of a trifling" 

benefaction of £1, by a pei'son unknown, is annually 

given to the poorest person in the parish. 

The fortress of Din Sylwy, otherwise called Bwrdd 
Arthur, or " Arthur'^s round table,** is the most ex- 
tensive in the island, occupying the whole summit 
of the hill on which it is situated, and is surrounded 
by a double wall of large stones placed endwise, with 
their sharp ends uppermost; the intervals between 
them are filled up with small stones, and the ram- 
parts, which are nearly entire, indose a level area 
of almost thirteen acres in extent. It was of im- 
pregnable strength, and is evidently of British origin, 
navmg been occupied by the Britons prior to the 
invasion of th^ island by the Romims ; and several 
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Brass celts have been found within tbe camp and in 
its immedmte vicinity. The ei^trance is from the 
south br a broad path of easy ascent ; within the' 
area, wbich is perfectly level and dry, are several 
fbundations of circular and elliptical buildings of 
various dimensions, and beneath the walls on the 
noHb side is a fine spring of water. This pos^ 
which, from the extensive view that it commands'' 
over the surrounding country; was admirably adapted 
for an exploratory station, was, after their conquest 
of the Isle of Anglesey, occupied by the Romans. 
Numerous ^tiilte, coins, and other Roman relics, 
have been frequently discovered ; and, in the sum- 
mer of 1831, a great number of silver and copper- 
coins were found, among which were some of Nero, 
Vespasian, Constantius, and Constantine, together 
with several rings, keys, buckles, and clasps of 
copper, aikl other relics of Roman antiquity. 

LLANVIHANGEL-GENEU'R-GLYN 
(LLAN-FIHANGEL-GENAU-Y-GLYN), or, 
LLANVIHANGEL-CASTELL-GWALTER, a 
parish, in the union of Aberystwith, upper divi- 
sion of the hundred of Geneu'r-Glyn, county of 
Cardiqan, South Wales, 5 miles (K. e.) nrom 
Aberystwith; comprisii^g the townships of Ceuhtn- 
and Maesmawr, Cyvoeth-y-Brenhin, Cynnullmawr, 
HSnlly^s, Scybor-y-Coed, and TirmynycH ; and con- 
taining 3835 inhabitants, l^his parish, which is* 
situated on the shore of St George's Channel, is of 
considerable extent, and is watered by the rivers 
Lery, Ceulan, Maesmawr, Llyvnant, and Dovey: 
the greater part of it is hilly, but that portion near 
the coast is rather flat, and was subject to partial 
inundation previoinly to tbe embankment of the 
Lery within the last few years. The river Dovey, 
by which the parish is bounded on the north, sepa- 
rates Cardiganshire from Merioneth, and also forms 
the boundary between North and South Wales ; and 
the river Llyvnant, which rises in the Plinlimmon 
mountain, and falls into the Dovey, divides it from- 
Montgomeryshire* Walter PElspee, one of the Nor- 
man invaders, who had acquirea some lands in thi^ 
part of l^e principality, erected a castle, for the 
security of his possessions, on the summit of a lofty 
eminence near the church : tliis fortress, called Cas- 
tell Gwalter, ffom which the parish also derives a 

Eortion of its name, was destroyed in the year 1 135, 
y Cadwaladr and Owain Gwynedd, sons of Grufydd 
ab Cynan, who also took the castle of Aberystwith. ' 
The parish is supposed to have been the place of 
sepulture of the eminent bard Taliesin, whose remains 
are thought to have been deposited in a clst^vaen on 
the summit of the mountain Pen Sam Ddu, and 
theni^ called Gwely Taliesin, or « Taliesin's Bed :** 
Ae popular tradition concerning this bed is, that 
should any one sleep in it for a irigbt, he would be-* 
confie either a poet or an idiot 'Ine fftoeh/ is com-- 
posed of six stones, of which five are so placed as to 
form an oblong ehest, and the sixths which consti-' 
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tuted the covering; stone, and was more than six feet 
long and three feet six inches broad, has been re- 
moved and placed on one side : it is in the centre 
of a circle of stones twenty-seven feet in diameter, 
.surrounded by another circle of thirty-one feet in 
diameter. Taliesin died about the year 570, but 
these relics are evidently of a much earlier date, and 
are, without doubt, of Druidical origin, like numerous 
other remains found in this place. 

A remarkable sand-bank, termed Sam Gynvelin, 
or Gwallog, stretches from the coast here, for several 
miles in a south-western direction, into the bay of 
Cardigan, and is partly dry, and partly coverea at 
the ebb tide with only from one to two fathoms of 
water, though immediately contiguous the soundings 
vary from three to seven fathoms. Flannel is manu- 
factured on a very limited scale : lead-ore is found 
in the parish, and mines, some of which are rich in 
silver, are worked with spirit by different companies ; 
the number abandoned is very great. The river 
Dovey affords facility to the trade, which consists 
principally in the shipping of lead-ore and bark, and 
the importation of timber, coal, and limestone. The 
small village of Carreg, situated at the mouth of the 
Dovey, is well adapted for this purpose, as vessels of 
nearly three hundred tons' burthen can approach its 
wharfs, where the craft employed are generally sta- 
tioned. Talybont, which stands on the road between 
Aberystwith and Machynlleth, at the junction of the 
river Ceulan with the L^ry, is also another consider- 
able village in the parish, the well- wooded scenery sur- 
rounding which is remarkably pleasingand picturesque. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £12; present net income, £221, 
with a glebe-house ; patron. Bishop of St. David's ; 
impropriator, T. P. Chichester, Eisq. Part of the 
township of Cyvoeth-y-Brenhin pays the great tithes 
to the vicar, who receives only one-fourth part of the 
small tithes throughout the whole of this extensive 
parish. The church, dedicated to St. Michael, is a 
spacious cruciform structure, in the later style of 
English architecture, appropriately fitted up for the. 
performance of divine service ; and it and a church- 
yard are particularly admired on account of their se- 
cluded and rural aspect ; the latter being situated on 
a declivity, which is neatly laid out in terraces. A 
portion of land for an additional cemetery was re- 
cently obtained, through the influence of the Com- 
missioners for the building of new churches, without 
any appropriation of the funds entrusted to their 
management by parliament There are places of 
worship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic 
and Wesleyan Methodists. A day school of 60 boys 
and 90 girls, in the township of (Jyvoeth-y-Brenhin, 
is supported by the trustees of Mrs. Bevan's charity; 
and a school m Cynnullmawr, containing about 30 
children, is endowed with £15 per annum, being the 
interest of a bequest of £300 by David Jones, in 
1732, and John Jones, in 1833, for the education of 
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poor children of the entire parish* The other schools 
consist of daily ones, in which 85 children are taught 
at the expense of their parents; and 15 Sunday 
schools, affording gratuitous instruction to 1320 
males and females. Traces of part of the ancient 
Roman road, Sarn Helen, leading from one old mine 
to another, as well as remains of Koman stations and 
encampments, may be discerned on several of the 
hills in the parish. 

LLAN VIH ANGEL- GLYN- MY VYR 
(LLAN-FIHANGEL-GLYN-Y-MYFYR), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Corwen, partly in the hundred 
of Edeyrnion, county of Merioneth, and partly 
in that of Isaled, county of Denbigh, Nobth 
Wales, 10 miles (n. w. by w.) from Corwen ; con- 
taining 427 inhabitants. The general aspect of this 
parish, which comprises 2400 computed acres, is 
extremely rugged and hilly, the greater part being 
old inclosures, and the rest unmclosed mountain 
land. The manorial rights of the Denbighshire part 
appertain to the crown, in right of the lordship of 
Denbigh; and John Wynne, Esq., of Garthmeilio^ 
claims a small manor in the Merionethshire division. 
The village, consisting of only four houses, is situ- 
ated on the small river Alwen, a rapid stream isso- 
ing from Llyn Alwen, in the mountains, about five 
miles to the north-west of the village, and forming, 
for the greater part of its course here, the north- 
eastern boundary of the parish : this stream, which 
abounds with excellent trout, is subject to frequent 
floods; in 1781 it overflowed its banks, and rose 
within the church, which is not more than seven or 
eight yards from its margin, to the height of eight or 
nine feet, the remembrance of which event is pre- 
served by a mark painted on the wall. The village, 
through which the road from Ruthin to Pentre- 
Voelas passes, and the church, with about one-sixth 
part of the parish, are in the county of Merioneth. 
The surface of the parish is mountainous ; and the 
soil in some parts is a loamy clay, mixed with stone 
and gravel, and in others chiefly bog and peat 
There are some fine meadows on the banks ot the 
Alwen, affording excellent pasturage to some herds 
of the black cattle peculiar to this part of the princi- 
pality, which are kept chiefly for die dairy ; and the 
mountain lands, which are covered with fine heath, 
are depastured by numerous flocks of sheep of the 
small Welsh breed : with the exception of a very 
few acres of wheat and barley, oats are the only 
species of grain sown. The rateable annual value of 
tne Denbighshire portion of the parish has been 
returned at £1200. A fair is held on February 16th. 
The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the kinff^s 
books at £6. 12. ; patron. Bishop of St Asaph : uke 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of £200, 
subject to rates, averaging £20. 7. per annum ; and 
there is a glebe-house, with a glebe of 10 acres, valued 
£12 per annum. The churcn, dedicated to St. Mi- 
chael, is an ancient structure, in the early style of Eng- 
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architecture. There are places of worship for Cai- 
vinistic Methodbts : about 35 boys and 20 girls are 
instructed in two day schools, at the expense of their 
parents ; and there are two Sunday schools, in which 
105 males and 135 females (including several chil- 
dren of the day schools) are taught gratuitously by 
Calvinistic Methodists. A benefaction of £'20 was left 
b^ John Williams in 1735, the interest to be annually 
distributed among the poor : in Gilbert's return this 
sum is said to have been invested in land ; but it is 
more probable that a small cottage and garden were 

Curchased with the money, and that the cottage has 
een down about twenty years, from decay ; £1 a 
year has been paid by tbe parish out of the poor's 
rate, as the interest of this donation, and is distriouted 
on New Year's-day. On the bank of the Alwen, in 
the upper part of the parish, are the remains of a very 
ancient circular fortincation, called Caer-ddynod, or 
the *^ conspicuous or distinguished fort," occupying 
a considerable eminence; and nearly opposite to 
Cerrig-y-Druidion, which is within three miles of 
the parish, are the ruins of another, named Pen-y- 
Gaer. Owen Jones, author of the '^ Myvyrian 
ArchsBolo^y of Wales," was born at Tyddyn Ty- 
dyr, in Glyn Myvyr, in the parish ; and in compli- 
ment to the place of his nativity, the epithet My- 
Tjrrian was prefixed to the title of that voluminous 
work, from Glyn y Myvyr, which in the Welsh 
language signifies <^ the valley of meditation." This 
elaborate compilation, though only embracing the 
period from 1300 to the close of Queen Elizabeth's 
reign, extends to upwards of sixty quarto volumes of 
considerable bulk. 

LLANVIHANGEL-HELYGEN (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-HELYGEN), a parish, in the union 
and hundred of Rhaiadr, county of Radnor, South 
Wales, 5 miles (e.) from Pen-y-Bont; containing 
102 inhabitants. This parish, comprising by com- 

Cutation 845 acres of inclosed, and 300 of common 
tnd, is situated on the river Ithon, along the banks 
of which, and those of the river Dulas, it extends 
for about five miles, and is nearly of equal breadth : 
the high road leading from Rhaiadr to New Radnor, 
Knighton, and Presteifi^n, and to Kington and Leo- 
minster, in Herefordshire, passes within two miles of 
the church. The surface is liilly, and the soil various, 
consisting principally of clay in the lower grounds, 
and being light and shallow on the hills; the sur< 
rounding scenery is pleasingly varied, and from the 
higher grounds some good views are obtained over 
the adjacent country. The living b a perpetual cu- 
racy, endowed with £800 royal bounty, and with 
half of the tithes of the parish ; net income, £80 ; 
patron. Vicar of Nantmel. The church, dedicated 
to St Michael, is a small edifice, consisting of a 
nave and chancel, and is not distinguished by any 
architectural details. A Sunday school is maintained 
by subscription, for gratuitous instruction; and a 
small day school in the village is partly supported by 
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the same means; the schools together contain 30 
children. In the parish are the remains of a Roman 
station on the banks of the Ithon, upon a farm called 
Cwm, which are described under the general head of 
Radnorshire. 

LLANVIHANGEL-KtLVARGEN (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-CtL-FARGEN), a parish, in the 
union of Llandilo- Vawr, lower division of the hun- 
dred of Cathinog, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 4 miles (w. n. w.) from Llandilo- Vawr ; 
containing 61 inhabitants. This place is situated 
about 1^ mile to the north of the road leading from 
Gloucester to Carmarthen, and b bounded on the 
north, east, and south, by the parish of Llangathen, 
and on the west by that of Llanvynydd : it is one of 
the smallest parishes in the county, comprising only 
514 acres, or which about 185 are arable, 312 pas- 
ture, and the rest woodland, and containing but a 
few respectable farm-houses, with some cottages for 
labourers. The surface is hilly, and the scenery 
characterised rather by pleasing rural simplicity, than 
by any strong features of picturesque or romantic 
beauty ; Kilddery hill skirts the parish on the west, 
and a brook of tne same name, with another called 
Rh^d-y-wrach, runs through it. The living is a dis- 
charged rectory, rated in the king's books at £1.6. 8.i 
and endowed with £200 private benefaction, and 
£600 royal bounty; patron. Earl Cawdor: the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £32 ; and 
there is a glebe of la. 2r. 22p., valued at £1. 7. 6. 
per annum : the net income of the benefice is £116. 
The church, dedicated to St. Michael, is a small 
plain edifice, rebuilt about the year 1822, at the sole 
expense of the Rev. Thomas Beynon, a former 
rector; it is pewed, and contains a sufficient number 
of sittings, all appropriated. 

LLANVIHANGEL-LLEDROD (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-LLETHR-Y-TROED), a parish, 
in the union of Tregaron, Upper division of the 
hundred of Ilar, county of Cardigan, South 
Wales, 9 miles (s. e.) from Aberystwith ; compris- 
ing the townships of Lledrod Isav and Uchav, and 
containing 1 150 inhabitants, of whom 649 are in Isav, 
and 501 in Uchav. This parish derives its name from 
the dedication of its church to St. Michael, and its 
distinguishing appellation firom its situation at the 
foot of a declivity on which it is built It extends 
for nearly seven miles in length and three in breadth, 
forming a part of the lordship of M evenydd, which 
belongs to the crown ; and contains a large tract of 
land, the greater portion inclosed and cultivated : a 
considerable part of the surface is hilly, affording 
pasturage to sheep on the declivities, and havins^ on 
the summits numerous carneddau. The surrounding 
scenery, though in some parts pleasingly varied, is 
generally uninviting; but from the higher grounds 
are some extensive views of the adjacent country, 
and there are a few ornamental residences scattered 
over the district An annual fair is held in the vil- 
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lafi^e on the 7th of October. The inhabitants of part 
of the parish receive Aeir letters from the post-office 
of Lampetef) within the delivery of which it is in- 
cluded, though the church is fifteen miles distant 
from that place. 

The parish constitutes a prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Brecknock, rated in the king's books at 
£6. 13. 4., and in the gift of the Bishop of St. 
David's. The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed 
with £10 per annum, and £200 private benefoctiou, 
£600 royal bounty, and £900 parliamentary grant ; 
net income, £112; patron, the Prebendary. The 
church is a small plam building, consisting only of 
a nave, and has recently received an addition of 
two hundred and eighty free sittings, towards the 
erection of which the Incorporated Society for 
the enlargement of churches and chapels have con- 
tributed £150. There is a place of worship for 
Calvinistic Methodists. The free grammar school, 
originally founded under the will of the Rev. 
Thomas Oliver, in 1745, a native of the parish, and 
at the time of bis decease vicar of Dudley, in the 
county of Worcester, who endowed it with land now 
producing £150. 18. per annum, for the gratuitous' 
education of an unlimited number of boys of the 

Srish, is at present united with the sdiool at Ystrad- 
eiric, which see. But the Revi James Williams 
Morris, master of the Ystrad Meiric Grammar school 
is erecting a school-house at this place, and has ap* 
pointed a master to preside over the new establish- 
ment. There is a day 6(chool, in which 40 children 
of both sexes are taught at the expense of their 
parents; and six Sunday schools in the two town- 
ships afford instruction to about 350 males and 
females; Several remains of antiquity are to be 
found, among which, ^< Carreg Samson^" on a waste 
not hr from the village, is a Druidical altar slab, 
having the figure of a horse-shoe deeply cut in it. 
" Sam Helen" also, an ancient Roman road, passes 
through the parish ; commencing at the stations in 
the extreme south, it proceeds to that near Llanio, 
in die neighbourhood of Tregaron, whence it may 
be traced at intervals, under the same and other 
names, until it finally reaches Segontium, or Caer-^ 
Seiont, in Carnarvonshire. The Kev. Evan Evans, 
an eminent divine, poet, and antiquary, who dis<^ 
played an early attachment to Welsh poetry and 
literature, of which he compiled from ancient manu- 
scripts nearly one hundred volumes, was interred in 
the churchyard of the parish^ where a small rough 
unhewn stone denotes nis grave : he was born at 
Cynhawdrev, in this countv, in 1730, and, after a 
Ions; course of professional duty as curate of several 
parishes, without obtaining any preferment in the 
church, and an unwearied and unprofitable devotion 
to the cultivation of literature, died in obscurity at 
his brother's^ house, in his 58di year. Most of the 
MSS. compiled by this indefatigable antiquary are 
lost ; of his printed works, the principal are, '* Dis^ 
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sertatio de Bardis," and a translation into the Welsh 
of Archbishop Tillotson's Sermon^- 

LLANVIHANaEL-MYDDVAI, county dt 
Carmarthen, South Wales. — See Mothvet. 

LLANVIHANGEL-NANT-BRAN, (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-NANT-BRAN), a parish, in the 
hundred of Merthyr^Ctnog, union and coun^ of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 9 miles (n. w.) from 
Brecknock; containing 495 inhabitant. This place 
derives itb name from the dedication of its church Up 
St. Michael, and its disttnfaruishing adjunct (torn' tbe 
small rivulet Bran, which intersects the narrow vtile 
wherein it is situated. The vale extends for about 
four miles in ai direction from north-west to 90qA- 
east ; and along the summits of the hills by which it 
is inclosed are extensive sheep-walks, affording good* 
pasturage for numerous flocKS, upon the reanog ol 
which the iarmer depends more than upon tillage.- 
The lower lands are, with the exception of compa- 
ratively a small portion, inclosed amd in a g^ood sfCate- 
of cultivation ; the annual value of the rateable pro-' 
perty being returned at £1843^ of which £1015 are^ 
for the Lower, and £828 for the Upper, division* 
The scenery of the vale is pleasingly varied, but ]» 
not distinguished by any striking peculiarity ot fea- 
ture; and the views from the higher grounds em- 
brace many objects of interest, and some fine and' 
extensive prospects over the surrounding country, 
which is rich in picturesque and romantic scenery. 

The church was formerly a chapel of ease to* 
Merthyr^Cynog, and, during the usurpation of 
Cromwell, was endowed with £40 per annum out o^ 
the rectorial tithes of that parish, tne living of whidi' 
was sequestrated by the parliament; but at the 
Restoration the property was given back to the 
legitimate owner, and the endowment of this chapel 
was discontinued. The living is a perpetual euraey, 
endowed with £800 royal bounty ; net income^ £66 ; 
patrons and impropriator, Cc^eirs of W. Jefireys,: 
Esq., whose tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £227. The church, which is situated in* 
the centre of the village, is a plain ancient edifice, in 
a very dilapidated condition, and possessing no artbi^ 
tectural details of importance : the parsonage-house, 
which had been suffered to go to decay, fell down in 
tbe reign of Charles I.^ and has not since been> 
rebuilt. There are two places of worship for Bap-^* 
tists, and one for Calvinistic Methodists; About 20^ 
children are instructed iti a day sehool at the ex-' 
pense of their parents ; and there are three Sunday 
schools, in which 160 males and female^' are taught 
gratuitously by the dissenters. Pwll^-Llaeha) tf 
tenement in the parish, forms part of the endowments 
of Jesus^ College, Oxford, given by Dr. Hugh Priee^: 
the founder of that institution. Bola Maen, also » 
tenement in the parish, was given by an unknownf 
benefactor, who appropriated the rent to the^ payments 
of the officiating miniver of tbe Roman CatlK>lio 
congregation at BrecknodE. 
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tLANVIHANGEL-NANT-MELAN 
(LLAN-FIHANGEL-NANT-MELAN), a pa- 
riibf in the union of KingtoNi liberd«t of tbe l)Or 
l-oogh of New Raptor, county of Badnor, South 
Walm» 1^ mile (w. n. w^) fron) New Radnor; oobp 
teiaiag 419 iahabitaatii of wbick number 266 are 
Ui ihe township of Llanvibanffel-Nant-Melan* Tbe 
lidjttiicC to the nanafi of this plaee is derired from the 
dedicattOB of its church to St Michael, aad its skua* 
tioo on the small stream Melao* which flows into the 
SomergiU brooki that rise^ in and runs through the 
parish. It is divided into the townships of Llan- 
Fibangel, Trewern, and Gwiler, and part of Harp* 
ton ; the lands are partially inclosed and cultivated ; 
and the soil is various, being in some piyrts fertile 
and [M'oductive, and in others comparatiyely poor 
aB4 swampy. The sur&ce is undulated, eoosisting 
of from 3800 to 4000 statute acres of inclosed hind, 
bill ground, woods, &e. ; the bills are finely formed, 
and of pleasing aspect, and the lower part of the 
parish is richlv clotiied with wood. The surround- 
ing scenery is pleasiagly varied ; and from the 
higher grounds are some interesting views, extend- 
ing aver the adjacent country. Llyn Lhuiillyn, in 
tbe parish, is a large pond, nearly three-quarters of 
a mile in circumference, but from the want of wood 
both on its banks and in the immediate vicinity, it 
is destitute of picturesque beauty. The cascade 
quaintly calle(^^^ Water break its neck" is also within 
tne parish, situated in a narrow defile, among the 
hills of Radnor forest, about two miles to the west of 
New Radnor ; the fall is about seventy feet in per- 
pendicular height ; but the water, except after heavy 
sains, instead of descending in one continuous shee^ 
tridcles down the rock, and loses all that interest 
aqd gf^uideur of eflfect which it might otherwise be 
capable of producing. The village, though small, is 
of more prepossessinjg appearance than many in Uiia 
part of the principality, and is considerably enlivened 
Dy the traffic occasioned by the roads from Hereford 
to Aberystwith, and from Knighton and Presteigw 
t^ Builth, which pass through the parish. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £4« 13, 4., endowed with £000 royal 
bounty, and in the jpAtronage of the Crown ; present 
-net income, £142, includinfi^ the produce of 14 acres 
of bounty land in this parish, and about 40 in thai 
of M^thyr-Cynogv Bieconshire ) two^thirds of tkei 

rt tithes are impropriate in Mnu Crummer and 
Right Hon. T. F. Lewis; the remainder bebngni 
to the vi^ar. The church, dedicated to St Micha3, 
is a sniall ancient edifice, consisting of a nave and 
chancel, and though possessing no architectural 
detmls of interest, is kept in good repair and neatly 
fitted up. Lady Joan Hartstongue bequeathed a 
house and about twenty-five acres S land at Weylbel, 
in the parish of Old Radnor, for the support of a sdieot 
for tl^ gratuitous education of poor chiMren of this 
place, and of Qld Radnor b»A Gbdestry, but nothing 
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is now known of this charity, nor of others by 
Edward ap Edward, Richard Lloyd, and John Price 
de Hill, though meotioned in the ParMamentary 
returns of 1786. The parish is e«titled to one*thira 
of the produce of a farm, let for £21 per annum, in 
the parish Llande^ley, purchased with the gifts of 
Evan and Ann Oriffitfas, made in 1721, and applied 
to the relief of the poor, agreeably to the directions of 
the donors ; and diere is also a rettt^cfaarge of £1 on 
a small &rm within its limits, caUed Llaniago, given 
by an unknown benebctor for the same purpose. 
There are two large tumuli, and one of smaller di- 
mensiona, but no historical particulars have been 
recorded of them; and a mineral spring, called 
Blaenedew's well, efficacious in curing cutaneous dis- 
orders, was much resorted to in former years. 

LLANVIHANGEL-PENBEDW (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-PENBEDW), a parish, in the union 
of Cardigan, hundred of KIlgerran, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 5 miles (s. s. e.) from 
Cardigan ; containing 343 inhabitants. This parish, 
which is but of inconsiderable extent, derives its 
name from the dedication of its church to St 
Michael, and the distinguishing adjunct to it firom 
the number of fine birch-trees growing in the vicinity. 
It is pleasantly situated in the north-eastern part of 
the countVi and near the source of the river Nevem, 
which, alter flowing through the parish, continues 
its course in a westerly direction, and foils into the 
9ea at Newport Within about 40 yards of the 
source of the Nevern also springs up the small river 
8elly, which proceeds for a short distance eastward, 
and then flows northward and joins the Teivy. The 
lands are all inoloeed, and in a good state of cultiva- 
tion; and the surrounding scenery is agreeablv 
diversified. The rateable annual value of the parish 
has been returned at £823. Kilrhue is a good 
mansion, pleasantly situated in grounds tastefully 
laid out, and comprehending an agreeable variety of 
pleasing scenery. The old road leading from Car- 
marthen to Cardigan passes through the village. 
The living is a discharffed rectory, rated in tne 
king's hooks at £6, and in the patronage of the 
Crown : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £185, subject to rates, averaging £12. 6. 4. 
per annum. The church is not remancable for any 
peculiar architectural details. 

LLANVIHANGEL-RHYD-ITHON 
(LLAN-FIHANGEL.RHYD.1THON), aparish, 
in the union of Knighton, hundred of Keven- 
lleece, county of Radnor, South Wales, 8 
miles (e. n. e.) from Pen-y-Bont; containing 387 
inhabitants. This parish derives its name from the 
dedication of its church to St Michael ; its distin«« 
guishing adionct^ sigaifyiag the ftkrd of the Itlum, 
seems but ooscurely derived from its situation on the 
Cymaron, a tributary stream to the Ithon, and rather 
less than a mile above its conftuence with that river. 
According' to the opinion of some mtiquaTice, which 
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is said to be confirmed by local tradition from time 
immemorial, the name is more properly Llanvi- 
hangel-Rhiw-Teithon, from its situation on a road 
immediately above the church, which led into the 
forest of Radnor, and still bears the appellation Rhiw 
Teithon. The surface of the parish, which com- 
prises by admeasurement d204a. 30p., is in general 
wild and mountainous ; but the soil is comparatively 
fertile and productive, though the lands are but 
partially inclosed and indifferently cultivated ; the 
surrounding scenery is pleasing and beautiful, and 
the views from the higner grounds extensive, and 
diversified. The road from Knig'hton and Presteign 
to Pen-y-Bont, Rhaiadr, and Aberystwith, passes 
through the parish, and having been lately much 
improved, is expected to be ultimately of still further 
advantage to the district : the post-office from which 
the inhabitants receive their letters is at Pen-y-Bont 
The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to that of 
Llandewi-Vstraaenny, and endowed with £800 royal 
bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant The tithes, 
payable to the Prebendary of Llan bister, have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £196 : the present 
church, built in 1838, on the site of the northern 
portion of the old one, which was in a very dilapi- 
dated state when taken down, consists of a nave and 
chancel, and a tower, with five bells, and contains 
233 sittings, of which 101 are free; the east window 
is ornamented with painted glass, executed at the 
expense of Messrs. Richard and Thomas Moore, 
who liberally contributed, and zealously exerted 
themselves, in erecting the church. The mterest of 
one or two small charitable donations, a few rent- 
charges of lOs. each, and another of £5, payable 
out of a messuage and lands called Trevorgan, the 
gift of Ann Moore in 1837, amounting in the whole 
to £7., is annually distributed among the poor. 

LLANVIHANGEL-TALYLLtN (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL - TAL-Y-LL^N), a parish, in the 
hundred of TAlgarth, union and county of Breck- 
nock, South Wales, 4^ miles (e.) from Breck- 
nock; containing 151 inhabitants. This parish 
derives its name from the dedication of its cnurch 
to St Michael, and its distinguishing adjunct from 
its situation at the head or north-western extremity 
of the beautiful lake called Llangorse pool, or Ll^n 
Savaddan. The whole of it, together with the parish 
of Cathedine and part of Llangorse, was assigned by 
Bernard Newmarch to his royal prisoner Gwrgan, 
son of Bleddyn ab Maenarch ; but it appears to have 
reverted to tne Norman lords of Brecknock, on the 
marriage of the Welsh chieftain with the heiress of 
Wizton, in the county of' Pembroke, to which place 
he immediately removed. On the attainder of the 
last Duke of Buckingham of the Stafford family, this 
property was granted to John Walwyn, from whom 
It successively passed to the Wynters, the Philippses, 
the ScourfieldS} and the Prichards, and finally to the 
grandfather of the Rev. Hugh Bold, the present lord 
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of the manor. The rateable annual value of the 
parish has been returned at £1084. The village is 
agreeably situated at the head of the lake, which 
is two miles in length and one in breadth, and 
abounds with perch, pike, and eels, of which last 
some are found of enormous size. From this fine 
sheet of water issues the small stream called the 
Llynvi, which during part of its course forms a 
boundary between the hundreds of Pencelly and 
Talgarth, and afterwards falls into the Wye iost 
above the bridge at Glasbury. The surrounding 
scenery is pleasingly diversified, and in some parts 
highly picturesque ; and the views comprehend some 
interesting features, among which the Brecknock- 
shire Beacons are conspicuous. The turnpike-road 
from Brecknock to Llangorse and Talgarth runs 
through the village; and the Brecknock and Hay 
tram-road passes within a few hundred yards of it 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £4. 12.3^.; patron. Rev. Hugh Bold: the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of £1 70; 
and there are 18 acres of glebe land, valued at £18 
per annum, and a very indifferent parsonage-house^ 
attached to the benefice. The church, dedicated to 
St Michael, is an ancient structure, consisting of a 
nave and chancel, with a massive square tower at the 
west end, and is beautifully situatecf at the extremity 
of the lake, and kept in good repair. Adjoining the 
churchyard is a room, purchased an4 fitted up by 
the late rector. Archdeacon Davis, who, in 181^ 
established a school here on the National plan, 
which is, however, at present suspended for want of 
scholars, the parish oeing so small. Mrs. Mary 
Philipps gave by deed a house and garden in the 
village, the rent to be distributed in bread to the 
poor; but the benefaction produces only £1 p^ 
annum, the rent being low, m consideration of the 
tenant's supporting a large family, who would other- 
wise be chargeable to the parish. Mrs. Jennet 
Prosser also left a house and garden to the poor, 
which produces £2 a year; and Fwll-y-Mere, a 
tenement in the parish, comprising about half an 
acre of land, worth about £1 per annum, was be*- 
queathed for a supply of sacramental bread and wine, 
to which use the rent is now applied. 

LLANVIHANGEL-TRE'R-BEIRDD 

(LLAN-FIHANGEL-TREF-Y-BEIRDD), a 
parish, in the hundred of Twrcelyn, union and 
county of Anglesey, North Wales, 4 roiJei 
(e. by s.) from Llanerohymedd ; containing 373 
inhabitants. This parish, which derives its name 
from the dedication of its church to St Michael^ 
and its distinguishing adjunct from its having an- 
ciently been one of uie seats of the British bards or 
Druicfs, is pleasantly situated in a fertile district 
nearly in the centre of the island. The surface is 
varied with some bold eminences ; the lands are for 
the most part inclosed and in cultivation ; and the 
soil, especially in the lower grounds, is fertile and 
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productive. The living is a perpetual curacy, an- 
nexed to the rectory o? Llandyvrydog : tbe cliurch 
18 a small plain edifice, and contains some good mo- 
numents to the fieunily of Lewis. There are places 
of worship for Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists: 
About 35 children of both sexes are instructed in a 
day school at the expense of their parents; and three 
Sunday schools, attended by about 165 males and 
120 females, are supported by roluntary contribu- 
tions. The produce of a few small charitable dona- 
tions and bequests is annually distributed among the 
poor at Christmas : the principal of these is a sum of 
£1. 1 5., arising from the rent of houses in Carnarvon, 
and being the proportion assi^ed to this place, 
under the benefaction of Owen Humphrey ; and the 
residue is the interest of different small amounts left 
by a few individuals, which is paid out of the rates, 
in consequence of the chief gifts having been mis- 
applied by the officers of the parish. Sir William 
Jones was connected with the parish: and Lewis 
Morris, an eminent antiquary and poet, resided here 
for some time. Of the occupation of this place by the 
ancient Druids, several vestiges are still visible, amonfi^ 
which may be noticed the remains of a Druidical 
altar upon one of the hills in the parish ; and a large 
pillar or upright stone, near the cnurch, called Maen 
Addwyn, or ^^ the blessed stone,'' supposed to be one 
of those Meini Gw^r noticed by Mr. Rowlands. 

LLANVIHA5JGEL-UWCH-GUILLY, a 
chapelry, in the parish of Aberguilly, lower di- 
vision of the hundred of Elvet, county of Carmar- 
then, South Wales, 5^ miles (e. n. e.) from Car- 
marthen : the population is included in the retMrn for 
the parish. The living is a perpetual curacy, en- 
dowed with £1200 Toym bounty, and in the patron- 
age of the Vicar of Aberguilfy, to the church of 
which it was formerly only a chapel of case ; net 
income, £48. The chapel is dedicated to St Mi- 
chael. It is situated in a vale, apart from any high 
road, through which flows a stream that falls into 
the Towy luter passing by Merlin's Grove* 

LLANVIHAJTGEL-VECHAN (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-FECHAN), a chapelry, forming the 
upper division of the parish of Llandevailog- 
VicH, in the hundred of Merthyr-Cynog, union 
and county of Brecknock, South Wales, 5 miles 
(n. by w.) from Brecknock, on the road to Builth ; 
and containing 200 inhabitants. Tbe name of this 
place, sifirnifymg *^St. Michaers the Lesser,'' b 
derived &om the dedication of its church ; but it is 
sometimes called ^Uhe Lower Chapel,'' to distin- 
^ish it from the chapel of Dyfryn Honddii, situated 
m the parish of Merthyr-Cynog. It comprises the 
northern portion of the parish, and has the parish of 
Merthyr-Cynog on the north, that of Garthbreng^ 
on the east, and the Yscir river on the west ; the soil 
comprehends several varieties, and is suited to all 
kinds of agricultural produce. The village is situ- 
ated on the left bank of the romantic river Honddii, 
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which is here crossed by a bridge, amid some well- 
wooded glens inclosed by lofty hills. Castle Madoc, 
the seat of Hugh Price, Esq., to whose father this 
estate was devised by his cousin. Miss Catherine 
Powell, by whose ancestors it had been possessed for 
ages, is one of the oldest family mansions in the 
county, and according to Mr. Jones, the historian of 
Brecknockshire, derives its name from its founder, 
Madoc ab Maenarch, brother to the unfortunate 
Bleddyn, Prince of Brycheiniog, whose dominions 
were seized and himself slain by the Normans under 
Bernard Newmarch. The plainly marked site of 
this original edifice, and a mount forming that of the 
keep, are still to be seen near the present mansion, 
which was built in the year 1588, as appears by an 
inscription over the entrance, but has been frequently 
altered, and has undergone a thorough repair. From 
a lofty hill above it, csuled AUtarno^, in toe adjacent 
parish of Merthyr-Cynog, is obtained a delightful 
view of the most beautiful part of the Vfue of 
Honddii, with the sinuous course of its rapid river, 
terminated by the magnificent chain of mountains, in 
which rise pre-eminent the Brecknockshire Beacons. 
The chapelry contains a small woollen manufactory 
and a tucking-mill, in each of which two hands are 
employed. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£1000 royal bounty, and in the patronage of the 
Rector of Llandevailog-V&ch ; net income, £65. 
The chapel, dedicated to St. Michael, is supposed to 
have been ori^ally erected for the use of tne family 
at Castle Madoc, who contributed largely to the re- 
building of it, about the commencement of the pre- 
sent century ; it is about 50 feet long and 30 wide, 
and contains a neat marble tablet to the memory of 
Miss Catherine Powell, and that of her father, 
Charles Powell, Esq. There is a place of worship 
for Independents; also a Sunday school, in whicn 
75 males and females are instructed gratuitously by 
Calvinistic Methodists. Ann Bowen, in 1684, be- 
queathed a small rent-charge of £1. 4., on a farm 
OEdled Cwm Bachlyn ; and Miss Catherine Powell, 
who died in 1798, charged the estate of Castle 
Madoc with the payment of forty shillings per an- 
num to the poor of the chapelry. On the hill of 
Alltamoe are the remains of a British encampment, 
nearly of an oval form, and about two hundrea yards 
in circumference, originally defended on the north 
by three ramparts, two of which are now almost 
levelled, and on the south by the precipitousness of 
the elevation. Thomas Powell, of Castle Madoc, ac* 
cordinc^ to the Cambrian Biography, was a poet who 
flourished between the years 1580 and 1620 ; but his 
writings are little known. The Rev. Hugh Price, 
rector of Rettendon and Little Ilford, in the county 
of Essex, for many years examining chaplain to 
Bishop Warburton, and distinguished no less for his 
literary attainments than for bis upright and amia* 
ble cliaracter, died, in 1803, at Castle Madoc, of 
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which he had been for many years proprietor, and 
lies buried in the cemetery attached to the mother 
church of Llandevldloff-Vach. 

LLANVIHANGEL-Y-CREIDDYN (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-Y-CREUDDYN), a pArish, in the 
union of Abchtstwitu, upper division of the hun- 
dred of Ilar, county of Cardigan, South Wales, 
7 miles (s.e.) from Aberystwith, on the road to 
Rhaiadr; comprising the chapelry of Eglwys- 
Newydd, or Llanrihanj^l-y-Creidd^n UchjLv, and 
the township of Llanrihangel-y-Creiddyn Isav, and 
containing 210*2 inhabitants, of whom 971 are in 
Llanvibangel-y-Creiddyn Uiv. This parish, anci- 
ently Llanvihanirel-Glyndroed, which is situated on 
the river Ystwith, and intersected by various other 
streams, is eminently distinguished by scenery 
equally remarkable for picturesque beauty and strik- 
ingly romantic grandeur. The former character pre- 
vails in a high degp*ee throughout the extensive and 
beautiful grounds of Havod, and the latter on the 
precipitous and crag^?y diflb through which the 
rivers Mynach and Hheidiol wind an arduous and 
frequently interrupted course. Over the former 
of these streams is Pont-ar-Vytiach, or, as it id called 
from a vulgar tradition*, " the Devil's Bridge ;" 
the Mynach here rushes impetuously through a 
narrow chasm between the lofty clifl^ that on each 
side confine its waters, darkened by the entangled 
branches and foliage 'dt numefOus trees, which 
have taken root among the rocks, and at a great 
depth beneath a bridge df one arch, thrown Over 
it at a very early period, by the monks of the 
abbey of Strata- Florida, an ancient establishment 
in the neighbourhood. The bridge, to which the 
descent from the road was found inconyenient and 
dangerous, was, in 1753, surmounted by another 
bridge of one arch, at a higher elevation and of 
larger span, over which the road is continued to 
Aberystwith. The descent to the river, which lies 
at a great depth below its craggy and precipitous 
banks, is frightfully ^teep, and only rendered prac- 
ticable by the numerous trees with which the rocks 
on both sides are thickly interspersed. The view 
from the bottom of the valley is strikingly pictu- 
jfesque ; the bridges ^re Seen to advantage only from 
this point, and present Hn appearance truly roman- 
tic ; the height of the upper bridge above the bed 
of the river is about one hundred and twenty feet. 
At the distance of about fifty yards from the bridge, 
the river, rushing in a narrow and obstructed chan- 
nel, falls with violence from a rock twenty feet in 
height into a caVity beneath : on its emerging it 
almost instantly descends from a precipice of tintty 
feet into another, and, after felling again from & 
height of twenty feet, descends in one unbroken 
6heet from an elevation of more than 6ne hundred 
feet On the obpo^ite side of the glen a view of 
all the falls of the Mynach is obtained from a pro- 
jecting mass of rock, a little below which the river 
1^46 
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falls into the Rheidiol. The Rheidiol, after receiving 
the Mynach, pursues a similar course, frequently in- 
terrupted by rocks of various elevation, over which 
it is precipitated with violence, and from one of 
which, of prodigious height, it descends in one vast 
and entire column, forming a cataract of great sub- 
limity. The main torrent, in its descent, is partially 
intercepted on each side by projecting points of 
rock, which, diverting its course into an obliqui 
direction, form two smaller cataracts that inteneet 
each other in their descent. The scenery of ths 
valley through which the Rheidiol has its course is 
characterised by features similar to those of the Vale 
of Mynach, and, notwithstanding the difficulty of ae** 
cess to those parts from which it is seen to the great- 
est advanti^, it still continues to attract the attention 
of all travellers into this part of the priDcipaHty. 

Lead-ore abounds in the parish, but is not wrought 
to any great esrtent: there is a mine called Cwm«> 
Ystwith, capable of being rendered very productive^ 
and there are others ot smaller importance. Tke 
working of these mines at a former {period led to the 
establishment of a small village named Pentre Briw* 
nant, which was chiefly inhabited by the persons ear* 
ployed in them, and which stands on the road from 
Rhaiadr to Aberystwith, in the upper part of the 
Vale of the Ystwith, where the coantry is Temark* 
ably wild and rugged; but the population is now 
principally engaged in agriculture. The living is a 
discharged vicarage, rated in the king's books al 
£6, and endowed with £S0O royal bounty ; preseat 
net income, £126; patron, Bisboto of St. David's; 
impropriator T. P. Chichester, Esq. The church, 
dedicated to St. Michael, is a neat structure, in llie 
later style of English architecture. The chapel of 
Eglwys- Newydd, which is widiin the precincts of the 
estate of Havod, and forms an interesting and beau- 
tiful feature in the landscape, was originally at a 
Elace called Llantrisant, nearer to the modier churck, 
y Vron 06ch mine, the remains of l!be cemelary 
being still plainly visible; but it was reBicved to 
the present site early in the I7th century, through 
the influence of the Herberts of Havod, and wt 

frrowing population of Cwm- Ystwith works: astoae 
n the east end of the chapel, inscribed 1642, wis 
brought from the original building and placed in 
its present position 90 yeare ago, when tne ebapel 
was rebuilt at the expense of ColonelJobnes, the 
then spirited proprietor of Havod : the present noble 
owner of the estate, the Duke of Newcasde, has re- 
paired and considerably beautified the edifice. There 
are places of worship for Calvitiistio and Weslevan 
Metnodists. In the township of Llanvihangel-y*- 
Creiddyn Isav are a day school of 50 children, ii^ 
structed at the expense of their parents, and five 
Sunday schools, in which about 360 males and 
females are taught gratuitously by Calvinistic M^ 
thodists : the schools m the other portion of the parid> 
are stated under the head of Eolwts-Newtdd. 
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LLANVIHANGEL-Y^CBEIDDYN 
UCHAV^ county of CardigaNi South Wale&*— 

LLANVIHANGEL^YNHOWYN 
(LLAN-FIHANGEI^YN-NHYWYN), a parkfa, 
in the huadred of Llyvon^ iinion and county of 
Anul£S£y, North Wales, 6 miles (s* £• by £•) 
fnm Holybead ; containing 200 inhabitants. This 
rarisb, wbicb is traversed by the new road fraos the 
Menai bridj^ to Holyhead, derives its aaoiie from 
tbe dedication of its chuccb, aai its distinguishing 
adj«uict from its situation en an extensive ooounon 
near the sea: it is bounded on the aorth by the 
parish of Bodedern, on the east by that of Ceirehiog, 
oax the south<*east by that of Llechykhed, and on the 
south and west by Cyounysaa bay ; and oomprises 
by admeasurement 950 acres. The surface is bro- 
kern and in some parts rocky, but the scenery is 
pleasing, mnd is ornamented with numerous small 
lakes, one of which, called Trapkwll pool, adjoining 
the Crigyll river, a beautiful trout stream, is very 
pieturesque and greatly admired : the more distant 
views, erndbfadng the bay and the adjacent country, 
mre extensive and diversined* The soil is good, and 
theindesed land, which eomprehendsaeariy the wliole 
cultivated portion, is fertile, produdae excellent oats 
and barley ; in addition to which there is « large 
tract of common land, bounded on the aouth^west 
by Cymmyran bay, and on the north-west bv the 
narrow strait that separates it (mmb Holy Islano. 

In several parts are vestiges of the original habi- 
latiotts mentioned by Mr. (lowlands, and supposed 
to have been occupied by the earliest inhabttants of 
the isle. An ancient festival, called Gwyl Mab 
Sant, was Ibrmeriy held on the 10th of October, 
asniudly, and observed with great ceremony ; but it 
has degenerated inte a meeting for the purpose of 
hiring servants. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
wviexed to the rectory of Knosoolvn ; and the tithes 
have been eoflunuted for a rent-oharge of £6d, sub- 
ject to rates, averaging £2. 17. per annum. The 
ohttceh, dedicated to St. Michael, is an ancient and 
venerable structure, in the early English style, built 
upon an eminence, and forming a conspicuous and 
iDterestii^ object for many miles around ; it is 39 
feet long and 18 wide, and has been recently fitted 
up with new pews containing 198 sittings, of which 
6i are free. There is a pmce of worship for Cal« 
vinisdc Methodists ; and a Sunday achool supported 
bv subscription, for the gratuitous instrucdon of poor 
eJuMren of this and the neighbouring parish, is Kept 
in t^ church. The place receives 18f. annually for 
the poor, of the instruction of children, under a be^ 
onest of the Rev. Dr. Jones, Dean of Bangor, to 
Qie pariah of Rhoseolyn ; and it also derives 10s. 
yearlv from Emma Robertas charity in the same 
pariah, whidi is divided among two poor widows. 

LLANVIHANGEL-YN-RCG, county of Car- 
narvon, North WALE8«-*^See Llanr^g. 
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LLANVIHANGEL-Y.PENNANT (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-Y-PENNANT), a parish, in the 
union of Festiniog, hundred ot £ivioNYDP,eiHinty 
of Carnarvon, North Waives, 5 miles (n. w. by 
N.) from Tri^madoc; containing 600 inhabitants. 
The name of this parish is derived from the dedi^ 
cation of its church to St. Michael, and its distin- 
guishing adjunct from its situation near a fine stream 
m a pictueesqae valley embosomed in mountains : the 
rateable annual value is £1^^. The surroandiiig 
sceiiery combines features of pieluresqiie beauty 
with obieets of barren aspect and romantic gran- 
deur: the mountains called Graig Goch and Moel 
Hebog, of wild and frowning appearance, rise to a 
coasiderabie height immediately above the church. 
Brynker, the seat of Lady Huddart, a good £smily 
mansioB, oecupying a pleasant situation, was pur- 
chased some years ago by Capt Huddart, R. N. 
who however never visited the eslsate, but committed 
the management of it to his son. Sir Joseph Hud* 
dart, Knt, who wnote a memoir of the life of his 
fi^er, and died in 1841 : the captain was celebrated 
&>r tJM execution of his nantical charts, and, though 
net a civil engineer by profession, had an intimate 
knowledge of every thing connected with the science: 
he died at Highbury Temee, London. The living 
is a perpetum curacy, endowed with £200 private 
benefaction, and £600 royal bounty; net income^ 
£127; patron. Bishop of Bangor: the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £l6d. Two 
Sunday schools, in which are about 140 males and 
females, Are conducted gratuitously by Calvinistie 
Methodists. Mrs. Fiances Wynne devised £100, 
for the benefit of the poor of this place and Dolbea- 
Biaen, which stun was in the hands of the late Sif 
Joseph HuddttTt, who regulariy paid the moiety of 
the interest to the churchwardens for distribution : a 
bequest of £10 for the same purpose by Mrs. Jane 
Jones, in 1720, has been lost by one of the wardofis, 
a farmer, becoming insolvent. 

LLANVIHANGEL-Y-PENNANT (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-Y-PENNANT), a parish, in the 
union of D6lgbll£Y, hundred of Estimanee, 
eouBty of Mjcrionsth^ North Wales, 8 nules 
(s. w.) from Dolgelley ; containing 375 inhabitants* 
This parish is at^t four miles in length and three 
in breadth, and contains about 2000 acres, oompee* 
bending a variety of soils : neariy one-half of it, 
sttuated in the vale, is fertile and in a state cf good 
cultivation, a considerable portion producing excel* 
lent corn ; whilst the mountainous parts, forming a 
portion of the great Coder Idris chain, afford only 
pasturage far sheep. The village, which is small, is 
pleasMitlv situated on the banks of the river Dys>yni» 
which iails into the sea at Aber-D]nyni. Near the 
margin of the ariver, and ocoupving the summit of 
a rocky eminence, are the lemains of the castle of 
Teberri, a strong fortress, supposed to have been 
erected either by Grufydd m Cynan* Prince of 
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North Wales, or by Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, 
into whose hands that prince was betrayed by 
Meirion Goch, to whom its defence had been com- 
mitted. According to Mr. Pennant, it is thought 
also to have been the castle of Bere, the strong«-hold 
of the last Llewelyn, which, not long before the final 
reduction of Wales, was taken by William de Va* 
lence, E^rl of Pembroke, and probably the same 
that was committed by Edward I. to the custody of 
Robert Fitz* Walter, to whom he granted the privi- 
lege of hunting all kinds of wild beasts in the princi- 
p^ity. A part of the fortress was excavated in the 
rock, and the walls were constructed of masonry, 
cemented by mortar composed of shells and gravel. 
Near this is the seat named Caerberllan Hall. Turf 
and peat are found in the parish. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with £400 royal bounty, 
and £200 parliamentary grant; present net in- 
come, £46; patron. Bishop of Bangor; impropri- 
ator. Bishop of Lichfield, whose tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £190. The church 
is dedicated to St. Michael. There is a place of 
worship for Independents: about 15 boys and 15 
girls are instructed in a day school, at the expense 
of their parents; and three Sunday schools, consist- 
ing of 220 males and females, are supported by sub- 
scription. Mr. David Evan, in 1724, bequeathed 
£10, the interest of which is annually distributed 
among the poor. 

LLAjfviHANGEL-YSCEIVIOG, or 
LLANVIHANGEL.PENTRE.BERW(LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-YSCEIFIOG), a parish, in the 
union of Bangor and Beaumaris, hundred of 
Menai, county of Anglesey, North Wales, 8 
miles (w. by n.) from Bangor; containing 947 in- 
habitants. This parish, which is of considerable 
extent, has been progressively improving since the 
new line of road from Bangor to Holyhead was 
brought through it, which has also been productive 
of much benefit to the surrounding country : the soil 
is various in different parts of it, and in some places 
rather large portions of marshy land occur. The 
village is small, but has a post-office dependent on 
that of Bangor. Coal of a particular kind, called 
^* mountain coal," of a very soft quality, exists in 
the parish, and as the stratum of it here found is 
the only one in the island, the procuring of it is of 
very great advantage, although the expense of work- 
ing it is considerable, arising from the marshv nature 
of the land, and the quantity of water with which 
the mine is inundated : to overcome these obstacles, 
a steam-engine of great power has been erected, 
and the colliery is conducted upon an extensive 
scale, affording employment to about 200 men ; six 
shafts have been recently sunk, and very superior 
coal is now raised. A railroad was projected from 
Penrbyn-Mawr coal-works, in the parish, to Red 
Wharf, in Llanbedr-Gdch, a distance of seven miles, 
under the provisions of an act of parliament obtained 
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in 1812, by which the proprietors were incorporated 
under the name of the ^^ Anglesey Railway Com- 
pany ;'' but the work was never carried into effect, 
as tne supply of coal then raised was insufficient to 
make any return for the money to be expended. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, with that of 
Llaniinnan annexed, endowed with £10 per annum 
private benefaction, £800 royal bounty, and £400 
parliamentary grant ; net income, £97 ; patron, the 
Dean of Bangor, to whom the great tithes of the 
parish are appropriated, as forming part of the en- 
dowment of the deanery. The church, dedicated 
to St Michael, is a spacious and ancient structure, 
consisting of a nave, south aisle, and chancel, and 
having on the north side a small building called 
Capel Berw, communicating with the church, and 
evidently of more recent OBLte than the rest of the 
edifice. At Gaerwen, in the parish, is a large pfaice 
of worship for Calvinistic Methodists, capable of 
holding 800 persons, and which, beings situated apoo 
elevated ground, forms a conspicuous object to a 
considerable distance. The Rev. Dr. John Jones, 
Dean of Bangor, in 1719, bequeathed £100, in trust, 
to be appropriated to the payment of a master to 
teach twelve poor children of this parish and that of 
Llanfinnan to read. A National school was built in 
1828, by subscription, and is supported by the in- 
terest of the above £100, with a house and garden, 
f ranted in perpetuity by Holland Griffith, Esq^ and 
y subscription amounting to £20 per annum ; the 
total number of children is about 80. The Metho- 
dists, also, support three Sunday schools, in which 
are 215 males and 185 females. There are some 
small charitable donations, the interest arising from 
which is annually distributed among the poor during 
the winter : the principal of these are a g^nt of 24 
yards of cloth and 24s. in money to be divided among 
six of the poorest old men, charged on certain lands 
in the parish of Llangafo, by — Williams, of Bug- 
den, more than a oentury since ; a bequest of a rent- 
charge of ■6*., by Mrs. Holland, to be given in bread 
to the poor ; and another of £5 by Thomas Williams, 
with wnich latter sum and other funds of the parish 
four small cottages were built, three of which are 
occupied by widows rent-free, and the other by a 
family. Two poor men of the parish, also, are en- 
titled to a room, with an annuity of £6 each, in the 
endowed almshouse at Penmynnedd ; and alternately 
with Llanfinnan, a third poor man participates. 

LLANVIHANGEL-YSTRAD (LLAN- 
FIHANGEL-YSTRAD), a parish, in the union 
of AberaSron, upper division of the hundred of 
MoYTUEN, county of Cardigan, SoutH Wales, 
6 miles (n. w.) from Lampeter; comprising the 
Upper and Lower divisions, and containing 1225 
innabitants, of whom 634 are in the Upper, and 
591 in the Lower, division. This parish, which is 
pleasantly situated on the river Aeron, and on the 
turnpike-road from Lampeter to Aberystwith, is of 
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considerable extent, reaching from the beautiful Vale 
of Aeron almost to that of the Teivy, comprehend- 
ing a rich variety of scenery, in many parts highly 
Eic^turesque, and embracing, especially from the 
igher grounds, several interestmg and extensive 
▼lews of the surrounding country. The place for- 
merly constituted a prebend in the college of Llan- 
dewy-Brevi, rated in the king's books at £7. 14. 4^., 
and is now an impropriation. The living is a dis- 
chai^d vicarage, rated at £4. 18. 1^., and endowed 
with £678. 18. 6. parliamentary grant, and £200 
royal bounty; present net income, £126; patron, 
Bishop of St. David's: the tithes have been com- 
mutea for a rent^harge of £410, of which £282 are 
rayable to the impropriator, and £128 to the vicar. 
Xhe church, dedicated to St. Michael, is an ancient 
structure, consisting of a nave and north and south 
aisles ; the nave is separated from each of the aisles 
by a series of four pointed arches, supported on 
square pillars ; the font is quadrangular, and is placed 
on a short round column. There are places of wor- 
ship for Baptists, Independents, and Unitarians ; and 
two day schools, in which 35 boys and 35 girls are 
instructed at the expense of their parents. In the 
southern part of the parish is an intrenchment, called 
Cribyn Clottas, of which no particulars are recorded ; 
and m a field designated Maes Mynach, is an ancient 
stone, embellished with Runic ornaments, but with- 
out any inscription. 

LLANVIHANGEL-Y-TRAETHAU 
(LLAN.FIHANGEL.Y.TRAETHAU),aparish, 
in the union of Festimioo, hundred of Ardudwy, 
county of Merioneth, North Wales, 3 miles 
(n. by e.) from Harlech; containing 1339 inhabit- 
ants. The name of this parish, wnich consists of 
the hamlets of Llanvihangel and Ynys, with part of 
that of Penrhyn, (the rest being in the parish of 
Llandecwyn,) is derived from the dedication of its 
church, and its distinguishing adjunct from its situa- 
tion on the southern bank of the Traeth B&ch, an 
extensive tract of sands, forming the wide estuary of 
the river Dwyryd, which here pours its waters into 
the bay of Cardigan. In 1073, at a place called 
Bron-yr-Erw, in this parish, on the point of land 
that intervenes between the estuaries of the Traeth 
B&eh and Traeth Mawr, was fought a sanguinary 
battle between Trehaem ab Caradoc, Pnnce of 
North Wales, and a claimant of the sovereignty, 
named Grufydd ab Cynan, in which the latter was 
defeated and compelled to return into Anglesey, 
from which island he had advanced into the heart of 
Trehaem's dominions. The road from Harlech over 
the sands to Tr^madoc passes near the village ; and 
the parish, which includes also a tract on the northern 
bank of the Traeth, named Penrhyn-Dendraeth, is 
also intersected by the road between Tan-y-Bwlch 
and the same town. An act of parliament was ob- 
tained in the year 1806, for inclosing the common 
and waste in tnis and the adjoining parish of Llan- 
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danwg, under the provisions of which one thousand 
three hundred and sixty-five acres were allotted to 
this parish, which comprises altogether between six 
and seven thousand acres of land, partly hilly and 
partly flat ; some marshes, formerly subject to inun- 
dation by the waters of the Traeth Bach, have of 
late years been inclosed. Within the parish are 
several small lakes, the lai^est of which are Llyn y 
Vedw and Ll^n Eiddaw : Glynn, an ancient mansion 
belonging to Mr. Ormsby Gore, also forms an (Hrna- 
meut to it The soil is various, consisting on the 
higher ground of a dark red substance, and in the 
low lands of clay, sand, and peat. The scenery is 
pleasingly varied ; and there are some good views, 
embracing on the west a portion of Cardigan bay, 
and on ine south the stately remains of Harlech 
Castle. Vessels of small burthen can ascend the river 
as fiEu- as T^ Gwyn y Gamlas, within a few hundred 
yards of the church, where they receive or discharge 
their freight 

The living is a perpetual curacy, with that of 
Llandecwyn annexed, and endowed with £200 royal 
bounty; net income, £107; patron and appropriator, 
the Treasurer of Bangor Cathedral : upon the last 
vacancy of the treasurership, the new treasurer, as 
rector of these parishes, and in compliance with the 
Bishop's recommendation, assigned the glebe in 
fi&vour of the perpetual curate ; and a new house of 
residence was Duilt, which is a great improvement to 
the benefice. The church, dedicated to St Michael, 
is an ancient structure, appropriately fitted up for the 
performance of divine service : in the churchyard is 
a monumental stone, six feet high, bearing the in- 
scription, ^^ Hoc est septdchnan Will. Dermcue de 
Deler^ qui primus (Bdificavit hone Ecdenam, in tem^ 
pore Eioini Regis.^^ There are places of worship for 
Baptists and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. 
The Reverend John Jones, D.D., in 1719, be- 
queathed £50, the interest of which he directed to 
be appropriated to the education of ten poor children 
of this and of the adjoining parish of Llandecwyn ; 
the school contains 40 children, 30 of whom are in* 
structed at the expense of their parents. There is 
another day school, in which 25 children are taught 
at their parents' cost ; and five Sunday schools, in 
connexion with different denominations of dissenters^ 
afford gratuitous instruction to about 390 males and 
females. A cottage, with two gardens and about an 
acre of land, is in possession of the parish, supported 
from a grant of Catherine Humphreys, in 1706; 
and a person of a similar name, in 1751, gave £10 for 
the poor, a part of which sum was expended in in-» 
closing this piece of land. It is occupied by an in- 
digent fiunily rent-free ; but the interest of the be* 
quest is, notwithstanding, paid by the parish, and 
with a small rent-charge of ip<. granted by Mrs. 
Lloyd in 1784, distributed among the poor. In that 
part of the parish called Peorhyn-Deudraeth is said 
formerly to nave ^t^md a castle belonging to one of 
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the Bons of 0\«iaD GwvDedd* The Rer. Huinplirey 
Humphreys, D. D.9 Bishop of Baugi^, and after- 
wards tinanslaited to die see of Hereford, was born at 
Hendre IsaF, in this parish : he died at Hereford, on 
the 2Qth of November, 1712, and was interred near 
the altar in the cathedral diurch of that city; he 
presided over the see of Bangor from 1689 till 1701, 
and over the see of Hereford from that time till his 
death. 

LLANVILLO (LLAN-FILO), a parish, in 
the hundred of Pencelly, union and county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 7 miles (n. e. bv e.) 
from Brecknock ; containing 300 inhabitants, ^his 
place derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to Milburg, called by the Welsh Milo, an 
eminent female saint of the seveinth century, who 
was daughter of Merwald, King of Mercia, and 
abbess of Wenlock, in the county of Salop, over 
which convent she presided till her death, and was 
interred in the abbey of that place, where her re- 
mains were found in the reign of Henry I. The 
lands, though not naturallv fertile, are in a very high 
state of cultivation; anci the surrounding country 
affords many finely varied prospects and much pleas- 
ingly rural scenery : of the annual value of the rate- 
able property, the return amounts to £1506. The 
village is situated within a mile of the turnpike-road 
from London through Hay to Brecknock, and at a 
short distance from a small stream, over which is 
a bridge named Pont Vach. There are some quar- 
ries of good limestonci, and of stone for building 
and roonng houses, the working of which affords 
employment to a few persons. The Brecknock and 
Hay tram-rroad passes within a mile of the place, 
but the road leading to it is at present in so bad a 
state that very little benefit is derived from it 

The living is a rectory, with that of Llandevailog- 
Tre'r-Graig annexed, rated in the king's books at 
j66. 14. 9^. ; present net income, £d24, with a glebe 
house; patron. Earl of Ashburnham. The advow- 
son anciently i>elonged to the lords of Brecknock, 
but upon the attainder of the last Stafford, Duke of 
Buckingham, it became vested in the Crown, and 
was granted to Roger Vaughan of Porthaml, from 
whom it descended to the Ashburnham &mily, 
oharged with the paysient of seven shillings per 
annum to the abbey of Wigmore, which is annually 
received by the auditor of Wales. The church, 
situated in the centre of the village, is an ancient 
structure, much disfigured by successive alterations^ 
but lately thoroughly repaired. The ancient roodr 
loft still remains: in the front are twelve niches, in 
-whieh it is supposed .were formerly statues of the 
apostles, and the upper part of it has been converted 
into a gallery for tne accommodation of .the parish- 
ioners ; the old roo( of the chancel is hidvby a flat 
.modern ceiling. The churchyard commands an 
extensive prospect over -the surrounding country; 
and from the parsonage-bouse is obtained a very 
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pleasing view, that extends lOtQ the counties of 
iladnor and Hereford. There /are two Sunday 
schools, in one of which about 60 males and females 
are instructed gratuitously, under the superintend* 
ence of the par^i clerk, who receives £2 per annum 
from the rector ; in the other about 25 are iMUghi 
gratuitously by Independents. The interest of £11, 
given by an unknown benefiu^tor, and secured on a 
cottage in the parish, occupied by the clerk at a rent 
of l£. per annum, is annually distributed among the 
poor. 

On a \o£ty eminence on a farm belosgij;!^ to Sir 
Charles Morgan, Bart, are some vestij^es oTan an- 
cient British encampment of considerable extend 
inclosing aa elUptical area, of which the longer dia- 
meter is six hundred and twenty-four feet, and tb^ 
shorter one hundred and tlurty-eight : it appears to 
have been defended all round by a deep fosse, wbidb 
is still remaining in that part where the ground k 
least preeipitous. From tuis eminence is a view qf 
amazing extent and magnificence, x^mprehendiiig 
the Vale of Llangorse, wi£ its beautiful lake,^ behiod 
which the lofty AUt Eegiur, apparently rising ah* 
ruptly from its margm, presents a perfectly conieal 
appearance; to the east is the range of the Black 
Mountains, stretching into Herefordshire, and throw- 
ing into bold relief the village of Talgarth, whicfa» 
with the neighbouring castle of Bronll^s, forms a 
pleasing and conspicuous feature in the scenery^ ^ To 
the north lies a richly cultivated tract, comprising 
part of the picturesque Vale of the Wye, beyond 
which xise tne Radnorshire hills; and to the south 
the village and church of Llandevalley, the mansion 
and grounds of Pontywall, the vilhige of Talachddu, 
the heights above Brecknock, and the lofty sum- 
mits of the Br^knodishire Beacon^ present theio- 
selves in pleasing sucoession. A little to the west 
of this encampment is a much smaller eminence 
which appears to have been fortified by an intrenieb- 
ment 

LLANVLEWIN(LLAN-FLEWYN), aparish, 
in the hundred of TIlybolion, union and county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, 6 miles (n. w.) froni 
Llanerchymedd; containing 136 inhabitants. Thtf 
place, which derives its name from the dedication of 
Its church to St Flewyn, by whom it was original^ 
founded, in the earlv part of the seventh century, 10 
situated in the north-western part of the ishmd, and 
is finelv sheltered on the north by a chain of hill4^ 
hy which it is separated .from the parish of Lhm* 
vechell. It appears to have been visited, if not per- 
manently inhabited, by the Romans, on their coor 
quest of Ajiglesey ; three ffolden bracelets, of wbudi 
two were purchased ,by Mr. Pennant, and a buUs 
of the same metal, having been found on a fiurm 
within its limits, called Ynys Gwyddel, a few yea'* 
prior to his visiting this part of the principality; 9D» 
in this, and also in the achoining parish, are numerous 
vestiges of Saxon and Jtenish .occupation. The su^ 
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face is bcvlclly undulated, and the soil consequently 
various ; the lands are for the greater part indosedf, 
and in a good state of cultiration ; the scenery is 
pleasingly diversified, and from the higher erounds 
are obtained some interesting riews. The livinfir is 
a perpetual curacy, annexed to the rectory of Lkin- 
rhydalad ; and the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent^charge of £136. The church, a plain edifice, 
18 beautifully situated near a small lalce, and sur- 
rounded with scenery of pleasing and rural appear- 
ance. There are places of worship for Calvinistic 
and Wesleyan Methodists. A trifling benefaction 
had been given by William David, at a period un- 
known, for the use of the poor, who also receive a 
portion of a small rent-charge from Richard David's 
diarity^ in the parish of Llantrisaint. 

LLANVROTHEN (LLAN-FROTHEN), a 
parish, in the union of Festiniog, hundred of Ar- 
DtioWT, county of MBftiOKBTH, North Wales, 8 
tniles (w. k. w.) from Tan-y-Bwich ; containing 858 
inhabitants. The parish wrives its name from the 
dedication of its church to Brothen,^ an eminent 
British saint, i^ho flourished about the end of the 
sizth century. It is situated between the two estu- 
aries of the Traeth Mawr and Traeth BAch, and on 
the high road between Bethgelart and Tan-y-Bwlch, 
leading to Dolgelley ; and comprises a tract of aboot 
6006 acres, whereof 200 are arable, 4477 pasture, 
1 106 mountainous land, and 134 wood, eomp>fehend- 
ing oak, ash, elm, birch, and beech, but consisting 
ehieAy of oak, which is here, and in most part6 m 
the county, the prevailing timber. The somce is 
boldly unduhted, rising in some parts into moun- 
tainous elevations, and the surrounding scenery is 
strikingly diversHied, combining features of romantic 
character and picturesque beauty. In the parish is 
a rcHnantic valley, situated in the heart of the moun- 
Itdns, and desig^nated Oroesawr, which name is said 
to have originated in an exclamation of grief uttered 
by Helen, the queen of Constantine, whose only son 
falling into her arms after he had been shot 'by a 
poisoned arrow, she cried out, ** Oh I croes&wr, croes- 
awr i mi," signifying, "alas ! to me, ill-fated hour." 
Various small streams here join the Olfislyn, or, as 
it is commonly termed, the Traeth Mawr river ; and 
there is a small lake called Cwmvoel. The soil 
exhibits several varieties, and eomprises argillaceous, 
Calcareous, and silicious marls, producing chiefly 
Oats, barley, and potatoes, with a small quantity of 
wheat : some of the best land is that secured from 
the sea by an embankment formed at 'the <mouth of 
die Traeth Mawr, upwards of thirty xyears 'since, the 
soil of which is a rich and fertile ciay, and the crops 
particularly fine. 'Large flocks of sheep are depas- 
tured on the mountains in the summer, and 'retire in 
the winter to the lowlands, supplying a large quan- 
tity of wool, which makes a principal part of the 
disposable stock of the parish. Peat, which ^ con- 
stitutes the chief fuel of the inhabitants, is found in 
abundance in ^various places. At B wlch Piwm k a 
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lead-mine, occupying from 12 to 20 hands, and at 
Pantywrach is a copper-mine^ employing from 20 
to 25: slate is also supposed to exist in the parish. 
The gentlemen's seats are Brondanw, Park, and 
Plasnewydd, which are very ancient mansions, and 
the two latter of which formerly belonged to the 
Wynne family. The village of LlanvroUien stands 
about a quarter of a mile from the turnpike-road, 
and there is also a hamlet in the parish called Car^ 
regpenargyfin. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £6. 15., and endowed with £200 
royal bounty; present gross income, £106« 10.; pa- 
tron. Bishop of Bangor. The tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £99. 10.; and there 
is a glebe of seven acres, with a house, valued 
at £20 per annum. The church is an ancient, 
commodious, and well-built edifice, measuring 66 
£pet in length and 20 in breadth, and contains 195 
sittings, of which 52 are free. There are places of 
worship for Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists, the 
latter of whom have also two Sunday schools, contain- 
ing 85 males and 65 females; and there is another 
s<£ool of from 16 to 20 males and females, who attend 
the Established Church. Evan Thomas, in 1732» 
bequeathed £20 ; William Lewis Anwyl left £10^ 
and John Carreg, £20 : of these sums £!dO were lost, 
bavine been lent to a farmer who became insolvent ; 
but the interest of the residue, together with two 
rent-charffes of 5& and 10«., by Owen Prichard, in 
1715, and Mrs. Lloyd, in 1784, is distributed among 
die poor at Christmas. There is idso a bequest of 
£l. 15. per annum, by an unknown benelactor, to be 
appropriated to the instruction of children. 

LLANVRYNACH (LLAN-FRYNACH), a 
parish, in the hundred of Pencelly^ union and 
county Kff Brecknock, South Wales, d miles 
(s. £.) from Brecknock; containing 350 inhabitants. 
This parish derives its name from the dedication of 
its dhurch to Brynach, a celebrated Irish «aint, who 
accompanied Brychan Brycheiniog into Britain, in 
the filth century, and presided over some of the 
monastic institutions founded by that prince. It is 
a place of very great antiquity, and appears to have 
been occupied at an early penod by the Romans, in 
connexion with their works in the mineral districts 
of Br^n Oer, through which the course of a Roman 
vicinal wav from Cardiff, or Caerphilly, has been 
satisfactorily traced, leading directly to thb place. 
That this district was worked 'in some very remote 
ag^ is evident from the scoria of ancient smelting- 
works, especially on a field called ^^Clos y Geveilon,^' 
or the field of the forge; but that these works be- 
longed to the Romans was not satisfactorily ascer- 
tained till die year 1775, when the remains of a 
Roman bath were discovered, in which was found a 
piece of malleable iron, ^ur feet long and six indies 
wide. 

"Hie PARISH is bounded on the south-'east by the 
stream -Mehasein, aodan the west by the Cynrig; 
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and these rivers, across both of which are brid&^es 
kept in repair by the hundred, fall into the Usk, 
whereby the parish is skirted for nearly two miles 
on the north-east, and over which a good stone 
bridge was built in 1773, and is kept in repair at 
the expense of the county. The Brecknock and 
Abergavenny canal passes Uirough the parish, and is 
carried over the Usk, near the bridge, by a hand* 
some stone aqueduct of four arches. Of the annual 
value of the rateable property in the parish, the 
return made amounts to £1899. The village is situ- 
ated near the turnpike-road that proceeds along the 
left bank of the Usk from Brecon to Abergavenny; 
and the neighbourhood abounds with finely varied 
scenery, in which the rivers that flow through the 
parish, with their bridges, and the distant woods and 
plantations, form pleasing and prominent features. 
The views from the higher grounds are interesting 
and extensive, embracing the magnificent range of 
mountains called the Brecknockshire Beacons, the 
lowest of which borders on the parish, and the small 
wood on the estate of Dinas, which has a very beau- 
tiful and picturesque appearance. The seat T^ 
Mawr is supposed to have been originally built in 
the reign of Edward II. by Howet Gam, eldest son 
of Grufydd ab Meredydd, who was lineally descended 
from Brychan, Prince of Brycheiniog, now Breck- 
nock : it had fallen into neglect, and was for many 
years in the occupation of a farmer, but has been 
recently restored and embellished, in the later style 
of English architecture; the erounds, though flat, 
are tastefully disposed, and enriched with numerous 
flourishing plantations. Maes-Derwen is a neat mo- 
dern edifice, pleasantly situated on a gentle emi- 
nence under tne majestic chain of the Brecknockshire 
mountains ; it forms a pleasing and conspicuous ob- 
ject from several parts of the surrounding country, 
and commands a fine view of an interesting and 
beautiful portion of the Vale of Usk, and of the 
neighbouring heights by which it is inclosed. Tre- 
gaer, formerly the seat of the family of Vaughan, 
has been converted into a farm-house. 

The LIVING is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £4. 10. 7^; the tithes have been commuted for 
a rent-chargre of £f300, subject to rates, averaging 
£23. 16. 3., and there is a neat glebe-house, with a 
glebe of three acres, valued at £5 per annum : the 
advowson anciently belonged to the lords of Breck- 
nock, and upon the attainder of Stafford, Duke of 
Buckingham, became vested in the Crown ; it was 

f ranted by Queen Elizabeth to Dr. William Aubrey, 
y whose descendant. Sir William Aubrey, it was 
sold, and descended from the purchaser to John 
Waters, Esq., whose onlv daughter conveyed it by 
marriage to tiie fiamily of Tynte. The cnurch, de- 
dicated to St Brynach, and now in a dilapidated 
condition, is a very ancient structure, with a massive 
square tower at the west end, and consists of a nave 
and chancel, which are separated by a small gallery, 
probably the remainaof the old rood-loft: the church- 
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yard is one of the largest in the county, but contains 
only a small number of tombs, of which none are 
remarkable. There are two day schools, in which 
about 30 boys and 20 girls are instructed at their 
parents' expense ; and a Sunday school appertaining^ 
to Baptists, and consisting of 35 males and 25 fe- 
males, who are taught gratuitously. Herbert Au- 
brey, of Clehonger, E^., by deed, in 1668, gave a 
rent-charge of £6, on a tenement named Pen-y- 
Vagwyr, in Peterchurch, county of Hereford, to be 
annually divided among the poor of the psuish at 
Christmas. 

The Roman remains above-mentioned, as having 
been discovered in 1775, were situated in a field 
called Cae'r-maen-b&ch, near the village, and were 
destroyed by the proprietor of the land, in order to 
avoid the annoyance to which he was subjected by 
the intense public interest which they excited, and 
which could be restrained within no bounds; but, 
from a drawing macle soon after the discovery, and 
preserved in Mr. Jones' EUstory of Brecknockshire, 
It appears that there were one warm and two cold 
baths, about seven feet four inches long, five feet 
one inch in width, and four feet deep. The tessel- 
lated pavement was formed of small blue, white, and 
red tesserse, varying in size from half an inch to an 
inch in diameter, and was supported on dwarf pillars 
of brick, about three feet ana a half high, between 
which were laid down flues communicating with the 
warm bath. Many Roman coins, still preserved, 
have been found here, among which are several of 
Constantine, and one of Valentinian. Two sympuria 
were also discovered, one made of copper, and the 
other of a mixed metal : these instruments, which 
resemble narrow spoons, are supposed by some anti- 
quaries to have been used for pouring oil on the 
victims in sacrifices, apd by others they are thought 
to have been used as lachrymatories. No vestiges 
of military fortification are now visible; but the 
names of two tenements, in the parish, called re- 
spectively " Tregaer" and "Caerau," appear to in- 
dicate th^* existence of such works at some remote 
period. In a field designated Cae Gw^, in the 
parish, was an immense heap of loose stones, under 
which, on their removal in 1808, was found a cist- 
vaen, formed of four stones placed on their edges, 
and supporting a fifth in a horizontal position: human 
bones were discovered both within and on the lid 
of the cist^vaen, which is supposed to be coeval with 
the appearance of the Romans in Britain, if not of 
an earlier date. 

Brychan Brycheiniog^ one of the native reguli, 
who after the departure of the Romans governed 
this part of the principality, and gave his name 
to the county, is supposed to have resided here, and 
to have founded the church, within the walls of 
which he is said to have been interred. The 

Earish has been the birthplace of several individuals 
ighly distinguished for their literary attainments, 
or by the offices of importance to whioi their talents 
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had raked tbem. Dr. WilKam Aubrey^ of All Souls' 
College, Oxford, Principal of New Inn Hall, Regius 
Professor of civil law, advocate in the court of 
Arches, member of the Council in the Marches of 
Wales, Master in Chancery, chancellor to Arch- 
bishop Whitgift, and master in ordinary of the 
Court of Requests, was a native of the parish ; he 
died in 1595, and was buried on the south side of 
the choir of the cathedral church of St Paul's, Lon- 
don. William Avbrey was chancellor of the diocese 
of St. David's in 1514; and ThomoB of the same 
family, and also a native of the parish, subsequently 
held the same office : John Aubrey of Easton Percy, 
in the county of Wilts, also a descendant of the 
£amily, assisted Dugdale in his compilation of the 
Monasticon ; he was one of the earliest members of the 
Royal Society, and published several works, among 
which was a natural history of Surrey ; he died in 
1 700. John Janesj the intimate friend of Archbishop 
Laud, was born in the parish, in 1575 ; he received 
the earlier part of his education in Merchant Tai- 
lors' school, London, whence he proceeded to Merton 
College, Oxford, of which he became a fellow; he 
afterwards embraced the Roman Catholic religion, 
and went into Spain, where he was chosen a brother 
of the Benedictine monastery of Compostella, upon 
which occasion he assumed the name of Leander de 
Sancto Martino. Having taken his degree of Doctor 
of Divinity, he removed to Douay, where he was for 
many years professor of Hebrew in the chapel of 
Vedrastus, and was subsequently made prior of the 
Benedictine college of St. Gregory, in that place ; 
he was also appointed vicar-general of the English 
Benedictines living in Spain, twice president of the 
Benedictines in England, and titular prior of the 
Catholic church of Canterbury. Upon tne invitation 
of Archbishop Laud he returned to England, where 
he died in 1636, and was interred in the chapel of 
the Capuchins, near Somerset House, in the Strand, 
London. 

LLANVWROG (LLAN-FWROG), a parish, 
in the hundred of TAlybolign, union and county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, 4 miles (n. w.) from 
Bddedern ; containing 267 inhabitants. This parish 
is situated on the shore of the Irish Sea, by which it 
is bounded on the west and south-west ; and contains 
a considerable tract of inclosed and fertile land : 
the views from the higher grounds over the adja- 
cent country and the Irish Sea are interesting and 
extensive. The living is a perpetual curacy, an- 
nexed to the rectory of Llanvaethlu: the tithes^have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £275. 3. 1., and 
there is a glebe of 8a. 2r. 21/?., valued at £10 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St. Mwrog, is a 
small ancient edifice, in a very dilapidated condition, 
containing some curious remains of oak carving; 
over the north entrance is a mutilated inscription, of 
which only a few of the letters, rudely formed, are 
remaining. According to tradition, there was once 
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a chapel in a field called Monwent Mwrog, on the 
farm of Cevn GIfis, in the parish ; but not a vestige 
of it is now to be seen. Tnere is a place of worship 
for Calvinistic Methodists, who have also a Sunday 
school, in which about 120 males and 80 females are 
taught gratuitously ; and the produce of two charita- 
ble oenefactions, amounting to £1. 2. 6. per annum, 
is distributed among the poor. 

LLANVWROG (LLAN-FWROG), a pa- 
rish, in the union and hundred of Ruthin, county 
of Denbigh, North Wales, ^ mile (w.) from 
Ruthin; containing in the whole 1554, but with 
the exception of that part returned with the borough 
of Ruthin, 333 inhabitants. This parish, of which 
the hamlet of Street extends into and forms part of 
the borough of Ruthin, is intersected by the turn- 
pike-road from Shrewsbury, Oswestry, and Llan- 
gollen to Denbigh and St. Asaph, and by that from 
Wrexham to the same places ; and is bounded on the 
north by the parish of Llanynys, on the south by 
those, of Evenechtyd and Lianvair-Dyfryn-Clwyd, 
on the east by Llanrhudd and Rutliin, from which it 
is separated by the river Clwyd, and on the west by 
that of Clocaenog. It comprises by admeasurement 
3068 acres, of which about 2142 are arable, 446 
meadow and pasture, and the remainder woodland : 
the scenery is rich and beautiful, embracing great 
variety of surface, numerous little streams emptying 
themselves into the river Clwyd, well cultivated 
fields, and tracts ornamented with oak, ash, sycamore, 
elm, and larch, and several superior mansions, with 
views from the higher grounds in every direction of 
the most picturesque kmd. The parish is a part of 
the beautiful and fertile Vale of Clwyd, one extre- 
mity of which is terminated by a sweep of high land, 
traversing the western boundary, and affording ex- 
tensive and highly interesting prospects of the 
Clwydian range of hills beyond its eastern limits, 
which runs from north to south, and forms the other 
boundary of the intermediate valley. The soil is 
not naturally rich, partaking of the nature of the 
schistns upon which it rests to a great extent, but it 
is well cultivated, and produces all kinds of grain, 
potatoes, turnips, hay, &c., of very good quality ; 
the eastern portion of the land that lies in the vale, 
and on a substratum of limestone, is richer and more 
fertile. The rateable annual value of the whole 
parish has been returned at £3001. Poole Park was 
formerly the seat of the ancient &mily of Salusbury, 
from whom it passed by marriage with the last 
heiress to Sir Walter Bagot, of Biythfield, in the 
county of Stafford, and is now the property of the 
present Lord Bagot, who, in 1828^ rebuilt the man- 
sion in the Elizabethan style of architecture ; it is a 
handsome edifice, and the pleasure-grounds, which 
are extensive and finely laid out, comprehend many 
pleasing views and mucn beautiful and varied scenery. 
An attempt has been made to obtain lead-ore, for 
which purpose some works were erected at Co^- 
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roarchan, but they have not been attended with any 
success. There are a few small limestone quarries, 
in which about twenty hands are occasionally en- 
gaged, and barytes is raised, which is ground for 
paint in a mill in an adjoining parish : a few men 
are employed in three tan-yards ; and a soda-water 
manufactory, lately established, and in considerable 
repute, affords occupation to about eight or ten 
persons. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the kind's books 
at £16. 13. 4. ; patron. Bishop of Bangor : tne tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £455, sub- 
ject to rates, averaging £7. 8. 11. per annum; and 
the glebe consists of nearly 4^ acres, valued at £7 
per annum. The church, dedicated to St. Mwrog, 
and situated in the township of Street, close to the 
river Clwyd, is a verv ancient structure, containing 
some portions in the later style of English architec- 
ture in the eastern part, and having the piers and 
arches, that divide the body of the church into two 
equal parts, of much older date : the edifice, which 
has a tower and four bells, measures in the interior 
60 feet by 86, and will accommodate about 330 per- 
sons. Tnere is a place of worship for Baptists. A 
National school, containing 90 boys and a similar 
number of girls, about half from this parish, and 
half from Kuthin and Llanrhudd, is partly sup- 
ported by a small endowment of £8 per annum, and 
partly by a subscription, amounting to about £72 per 
annum, of which a handsome sum is contributed by 
the rector. There are also two other day schools, in 
which 35 children are taught at the expense of their 
parents ; and two Sunday schools, each attended by 
about 100 males and females, who are gratuitously 
instructed; one is held in the church, and books 
are provided by the rector ; the other appertains to 
Baptists. Children of the parish are also admissible 
into the National school of Ruthin. An hospital, 
containing tenements for four poor men and six 
poor women, owes its foundation to Lady Jane 
Bagot, who, by will, dated in 1695, beq^neathed the 
sum of £1000 to be laid out in the purcnase of land 
for its endowment, and conformably with whose in- 
tentions certain lands in Merionethshire on the Bagot 
estate were by deed, in 1697, assigned to this pur- 
pose. The hospital was built m 1708^ by Sir 
Edward Bagot, son of the foundress, who also mate- 
rially contributed to its erection, and it was further 
endowed by her daughter, the Countess of Ux- 
bridge, with the sum of £300. But it appears by 
the ileport of the Commissioners of Inquiry con- 
cerning Charities, lately presented to parliament, that 
the £1000, directed by Lady Bagot to be invested 
in land, had been treated, until recently, by the 
Bagot family, as money lying out at interest in their 
bands, in ignorance that the land in Merionethshire 
bad ever been set apart for the hospital. The di»* 
covery, which conbiaerably augmented the resources 
of the hospital, owing to the increased value of the 
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land, was made by the present Lord Bagot, wbo 
lately found the deed of 1697 among his muniments 
at his seat Blythfield, Staffordshire, and he has most 
liberally agreed to pay over to the uses of the hos- 
pital £19%, and to confirm to it the property in 
question. The inmates of the almshouses have an 
allowance of £1 each per month, besides coal and 
clothing, and there is an annual surplus fund for 
repairs and various other contingencies: the income 
of the charity, which has been more than trebled by 
the restoration, now amounts to £164 per annum. 
The Rev. Hugh Pugh made a bequest of 40». to 
this parish in 1681, and gifts of the same amount to 
Llanbedr and Ruthin ; the land in whidi these sums 
were invested now produces £23. 17. 6. per annum, 
one-third whereof belongs to Llanvwr^, and n dis- 
tributed among the poor on St Thoroad's-day. 
Griffith Thomas ap Evan, about the same period^ 
devised a small farm called Llidiart-vawr-lydan to th^ 
poor of this and three other parishes, and from wbieh 
this place derives £4 a yean The gifts of other 
benefactors are secured upon the Wrexham aiKl 
Denbigh, and Ruthin and Mold trusts, and increase 
the funds for the poor to £16. 15. 6. per anmuB, 
which is usually distributed at Christmas. 

LLANVYLLIN (LLAN-FYLLIN), a bo- 
rough, market-town, and parish, and the bead of a 
union, in the lower division of the hundred of LlaI7- 
vYLLiN, county of Montgomery, North Wales, 
20 miles (n. n. w.) from Montgomery, 12 (n. w. by 
N.) from Welshpool, and 183 (n. w. by w.) from 
London ; containing 1949 inhabitants. This place, 
which derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St Myllin, appears to have been of very 
inferior importance prior to the time of Edward I., 
during whose reign several privileges and immunities 
were granted to its inhabitants, in 1644, Charles L 
passed one night in die place, and on the following 
day dined at Brithdir, whence he continued his route 
through Mochnant to Cevnhirvynytld, proceeding 
along the tops of the mountains to Chirk Castle. 
The TOWN is pleasantly situated in a fertile valley, 
on the road from Shrewsbury to Bala, and is inter- 
sected by the small river Abel, which, uniting with 
the Cain, flows through the parish, and, pursuing its 
course through the adjoining one of Llanveehan, 
falls into the Vyrnwy at Llansantfraid : it has been 
greatly improved within the last few years, and a 
neat bridge has been erected over the Abel, whidi 
flows along the principal street; but, from its retired 
situation at a distance from any great tfaoroughftrt'e, 
it possesses very little commercial importance. The 
trade is principally in malt, for the making of vriiich 
there are several kilns; and some tanneries are cttff- 
ried on to a moderate extent All the wastse lands 
in the parish have been inclosed by act of parlia- 
ment; but many hundred acres still remain uncul^ 
tivated. Between this town and Bddvach there was 
formerly an extensive turbary, from which die inha^ 
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bitents were partly supplied with fuel ; but it was 

converted into fertile meadows, at a considerable ex« 

peDse^ by Bell Lloyd, Esq., fieither of the present 

Lord Mostyn, and on part of it has been erected a 

beautiful cottag^e, called the Vownog. The sur- 

roondinj; scenery is pleasingly Taried, and in many 

parts highly picturesque, and from the higher grounds 

are obtaineid some fine yiews oyer the Vale ot Cain, 

and other yalleys in the vicinity, eminent for the 

beauty of their scenery : Bodyach, the seat of Lord 

Moatyn, and Llwyn, the property of William Hum* 

pbreys^ Esq., have each extensiye plantations. The 

market, which is well supplied with corn and proyi- 

aions of eyery kind, is held on Thursday in a conye* 

nient area under the town-hall ; fairs take place an* 

nually on the Wednesday next before Easter, May 

24tb9 June 28th, August 10th, Octobfr 5th, and 

December 8th, for horses, cattle, and wares ; and 

aheep and pigs Mre exposed for sale on the day pre* 

ceding eaoi of the fairs, except those of August and 

December. 

The inhabitants receiyed their first charter of in- 
coRPOBATiON from Llewelyn ab Grufydd ab Gwen- 
wynwyn, in the time of Edward I. ; which was rati* 
fied by Edward de Charlton, Lord of Powys, in the 
6th year of the reign of Henry V. ; by Henry Gray, 
Earl of Tankerfield and Powys, in the 26th of Henry 
VL ; and by Queen Elizabeth in the 5th of her reign; 
and inyests the burgesses with power to take, imprison, 
and try thieyes and other malefiictors, and in the event 
of their escape, to pursue them in any direction, for 
a distance not exceeding a league from the town; 
and any stranger residing within it, and paying scot 
and lot for one year, could claim his freeaom. This 
charter was extended and confirmed bv Charles IL, 
in the 25th year of his reign, at which period the 
goyemment of the borough became yested in two 
bailifi, a high steward, a recorder, and fifteen 
capital burgesses (including the bailiffs), assisted by 
a town-elerk, two seijeants-at-mace, and other offi- 
cers ; the burgesses, steward, and recorder to form a 
common council; an4 the style of the corporation 
to be ^* the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough of 
Llanvyllin, in the County of Montgomery/' The 
bailiffi are diosen annually, one by the lord of 
the manor, and the other by the burgesses at large, 
and both are justices of the peace withm the borough, 
of which the jurisdiction is co*extensiye with the 
parish ; the steward, recorder, and town-clerk are 
appointed by the lord of the lordship of Powys ; the 
coroner by the steward and bailiffs; and the ser- 
jeant»-at-mace by the bailiflb alone. The borough was 
made to participate, in the 27th of Henry Vni., in 
the elective franchise^ as a contributory borough with 
those of Lmnidloes, Machynlleth, and Welshpool, in 
the return of a member for the county town of Mont- 
gomery. This privilege was confirmed by a resolu- 
tion of the House of Commons, in 1680, but was af- 
terwards denied by another resolution, in 1728) which 
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disfranchised these boroughs (in consequence of the 
inhabitants refusing to contribute towards defraying 
the expenses of the member, namely, thirteen shiU 
lings and fonrpence for each borough), and confined 
the right of yoting exclusiyely to the burgesses of 
Montgomery. These resolutions, however, being 
in opposition to each other, the burgesses, by an act 
of the 28th of Geoi^e III., were empowered to 
assert their right of voting for a member for Mont- 
gomery before another committee of the House, and 
of appealing within twelve calendar months against 
any future decision. By the act of 1832, for ^^ Amend- 
ing the representation of the People,'' the elective 
franchise nas been restored to Llanyyllin, which, 
with Llanidloes, Machynlleth, Montgomery, New- 
town, and Welshpool, unites in sending a member 
to parliament : the right of yoting is vested in every 
male person of full age^ occupying a house or other 
premises of the annual value of not less than ten 
pounds, provided he be ci^ble of registering as the 
act demands: the number of tenements of this value 
within the limits of the borough, which were ex- 
tended by the act, and are minutely detailed in the 
Appendix to this work, including an area of about five 
hundred acres, is sixty. Llanyyllin is also one of the 
polling-places in the election of a knight for the shire. 

The rreedom of the borough is mherited by the 
eldest sons only of freemen, on their attaining the 
age of twenty-one, or conferred by gift of the bailifls 
and capital burgesses. The bailiffs, steward, and 
recorder, or any two of them, of whom the capital 
bailiff or steward roust be one, are empowered by 
the charter of Charles to hcdd general quarter- 
sessions of the peace within the borough, in as ample 
a manner as the justices of the peace in and for the 
county ; but this privilege is not now exercised. 
Petty-sessions both for Uie borough and for the 
hundred are held in the town-hall every Thursday ; 
and courts leet and baron take place twice in the 
year, within a month of Easter and Michaelmas; but 
the court baron does not at present exercise the 
jurisdiction to which it has a claim in tiie recovery 
of debts. The town^-hall, situated in the principal 
street, is a neat building of brick, containing in the 
upper story a commodious room, forty-five ^t long 
and twenty wide, and affording underneath a conve- 
nient and sheltered area for the use of the market; 
it was erected in 1789, at a cost of £1500, defrayed 
by the sale of waste lands under the provisions of an 
act obtained for that purpose upon the destruction of 
the old town-hall by fire, in ]775» A lock-up house, 
consisting of two rooms for the confinement of 
prisoners, and an apartment for the residence of the 
constable, was built in 1829, on ground purchased 
and presented to the county by the Key. D. Hughes, 
rector of the parish, and a most indefatigable magis- 
trate. 

The parish comprises about 8000 acres, of which 
200 are woodland, and of the remainder about three- 
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fifths are pasture, and two-fifths arable, the latter pro- 
ducing all the ordinary grains and green crops ; the 
rateable annual value returned for the whole parish 
amounts to £6779. The living is a rectory, rated 
in the king's books at £10. 13. 6^.; present net 
income, £485, with a glebe-house ; patron. Bishop 
of St. Asaph. The churchy dedicated to St. Myllin, 
is a neat edifice of brick, erected in the year 1704, 
upon the site of a more ancient structure, which, 
having fallen into a dilapidated state, was taken 
down ; the walls of the body of the edifice as well as 
of the tower, which is also of brick, and contains a 
fine peal of six bells, are embattled, and surmounted 
with pinnacles ; a number of neat pews afford accom- 
modation to about 100 persons, and there are free- 
seats for 160. There are places of worship for Inde- 
pendents, and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. 
Mrs. Vaughan of Llangedwin, in 1720, bequeathed 
the sum of £1116. 10. in the lottery funds, to be 
invested in the purchase of land for the foundation 
and endowment of charity schools for twentv boys and 
ten girls of this place, and for twelve boys of the parish 
of Llanvihangel, to be annually clothed : this sum, 
after having accumulated to £1*220. 10., was laid out 
in mortgage on several estates in the county of 
Montgomery, belonging to Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynne, Bart., and produces an income to the charity 
of £61 per annum. Mrs. Mary Strange ways, of the 
parish of Melbury, in Dorsetshire, daughter of Mrs. 
Vaughan, bequeathed £400, with which a tenement 
was purchased in Llaethbwlch, now producing a 
rent of £60, for the support of the same schools, 
to which also was subsequently added, a bequest of 
Henry Thomas, Esq., in 1713, who left £100 to- 
wards establishing a school, which, from accumulated 
interest, yields ;&. 10. per annum. There are at 

E resent in the schools, which, since the year 1820, 
ave been conducted on the National plan, 60 boys 
and 60 girls, of whom 20 boys and 10 girls are an- 
nually clothed ; the school-room, which was erected 
by subscription in 1820, is situated near the church, 
and in consideration of Mrs. Seddon's granting £20 
towards the building, the vestry agreed to pay £2 per 
annum to the mistress for educating four orphan 
girls. The sakiry of the master is £35, and that of the 
mistress, £26. 10. ; and the clothing of the boys and 
girls, amounts to about £28 per annum. There are 
two other day schools, where children are instructed 
at the expense of their parents; and five Sunday 
schools, conducted gratuitously, in two of which are 
about 60 males and females, who attend the Esta- 
blished Church ; the others appertain to dissenters, 
and consist of about 90. Edward Lloyd bequeathed 
a rent-charp;e of £6, or a portion of land, the pro- 
duce of which he directed to be distributed in money 
and bread. Charles Edwards, in 1717, left £50; 
Lewis Evans gave £20 ; Mrs. Jones, Holbom, £20 ; 
John Morris £10, and a piece of land, producing 
£1 rent; Evan Price, in 1787, £200; Griffith 
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Morris £5; Anne Wynn £10; and John Griffiths, 
in 1722, £10: also for the benefit of the poor. The 
poor law unions of which the town is the head, was 
formed February I5th, 1837, and cximprises the 
following 22 parishes and townships ; namely, Llan- 
vyllin, liirnant, Llanvihangel, Llang^ynog, Llan- 
wddyn, Meivod, Pennant, Llandisilio, Llandrinio, 
Llansantfraid (hundred of Deythur), Garth- Beibio^ 
Llanervyl, Llanvair-Caereinion, Llane^dvan, Llan- 
gyniew, Llanvechan, and Llansantfraid (hundred of 
Poole), in the shire of Montgomery ; Llanrhaiadr-yo- 
Mochnant, in the counties of Montgomery and Den- 
bigh; and Llanarmon-Mynydd-Mawr, Llangedwin, 
Llancadwaladr, and Carreghova, in the county of 
Denbigh. It is under the superintendence of 27 
guardians, and contains a population of 20,445. A 
new poor-h9use has been lately erected, about half 
a mile from the town, on the left side of the road 
leadiuj^ from LlanvyUin to Shrewsbury. 

In Vne hamlet of Bodyddon, in the parish, at a 
place called the ^^ Street,** are some remains of a 
Koman road ; and in the same division of the parish 
are also an ancient British encampment, and a well 
named Fynnon Coed-y-Llan, which is supposed to 
have been the well of ot Myllin, who is saia to have 
resided near the spot. There are vestiges of several 
intrenchments in other parts of the parish, also the 
remains of a house, built in 1599, in which Lord 
Castlemainy ambassador from James II. to the pope, 
is said to have been concealed for some time after the 
Revolution by a £Eunily named Price, to whom he 
fled for an asylum : the altar-piece of the chapel in 
the house, and an exquisitely carved book-case, 
removed from the mansion, are now at Br^n- 
aber, near LlanvyUin, to the owner of which the re- 
mains above-mentioned belong. JTiomas Price, a 
member of the same family, a man of learning, and 
fond of antiquarian researches, formed a valuable 
collection of manuscripts, which is thought to have 
been deposited in the Vatican Library at Rome. 
There are several gentlemen's seats within the pa- 
rish and in its vicinity, among which, in the hamlet 
of that name, is Bodvach, a handsome mansion beau- 
tifully situated on the banks of the river Cain, and 
surrounded with thriving plantations; the grounds 
are tastefully disposed, and present much interesting 
scenery, commanding a fine view of the church ana 
town of LlanvyUin. Near the town, on the other 
side, and at the entrance of the well-wooded Vale of 
Abel, which is watered by the river of that name, 
stands the splendid residence of Llwyn. The Mev. 
Thomas Richards, who was appointed rector of the 
parish, in 1718, by Bishop Wynne, published a folio 
volume of Latin Hexameters upon the death of 
Queen Caroline, consort of George I., which he 
dedicated to Bishop Maddox, clerk of the closet to 
Her Majesty ; he was an elegant scholar, and is said 
by Dr. frapp, professor of poetry in the University 
of Oxford, to have been the best writer of Latin 
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▼erse since the time of Virgil. At D61 y Velin 
Blwm, near LlanvylUn, many tons of lead have been 
procured from the imperfectly reduced scoria of some 
ancient Bridsh smelting-hearths. 

LLANVYNYDD (LLAN-FYNYDD), 
a parish, in the union of Llandilo-Vawr, lower 
division of the hundred of Cathinoo, county of 
Carmabthen, South Wales, 6 miles (n. w.) from 
Lflandilo-Vawr ; containing 1358 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is of very considerable extent, con- 
taining 11,000 acres, is pleasantly situated near the 
source of the river Sannan ; and the river Cothy 
separates it on the north-west from the parishes of 
Brechvaand Llanmihanfl;el-Rhdsyoorn; the lands are 
for the greater part inclosed and cultivated, and the 
soil is tolerably fertile. Fairs are held annually in the 
village on July 5th, August Idth, and November 
19th. The place constitutes a prebend in the Col- 
legiate Church of Brecknock, annexed to the precen- 
tOTship in that establishment, and rated in the king's 
books at £18. The living is^a discharged vicarage, 
rated in the king's books at £6. Id. 4., and endowed 
with £384. 14. 5. parliamentary ffrant ; present net 
income, £121; patron. Bishop ot St David's: the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£365, of which £243. 6. 8., or two-thirds, are payable 
to the prebendary, and £121. 13. 4., or one-third, to 
the vicar. The church, dedicated to St. Egwad, is 
not entitled to architectural notice. There are places 
of worship for Calvinistic Methodists and Baptists. 
A day school, containing 20 children of both sexes, 
was endowed in 1738, by the Rev. D. Jones, 
with a farm and other parcels of land, let for £39 
per annum ; twelve are educated, the rest being paid 
for by their parents, and two or more are annually 
apprenticed with fees of £A each ; in addition to his 
salary, the master has a house adjoining the church- 
yard, erected by the founder, and a earden. A por- 
tion of the charity is expended in Testaments and 
school-books, and £4 are paid to a singing-master 
for the boys. There are also three Sunday schools, 
in one of which, supported by subscription, are forty 
males and females, who attend the Established 
Church ; the other two appertain to the dissenters, 
and aiford gratuitous instruction to 120. The poor 
participate m the rents and profits of a farm, and a 
few pieces of land, in Llanegwad parish, bequeathed 
by Maud Watkins, in 1685 ; the proportion for Llan- 
▼ynydd being 13 guineas, which sum, with two teals 
of barley, principally the gift of David Harry ab Evan, 
in 1658, is shared among about 120 persons, selected 
immediately before Christmas. On an eminence of 
Coed henc^, near the left bank of the Cothy, are the 
remains ofan ancient fortress of considerable extent 
and elliptical form ; and there are several cairos and 
monumental stones scattered through the parish. 

LLANVYRNACH (LLAN-FYRNACH), a 
parish, in the union of Newcastlb-Emlyn, hundred 
of Kemmes, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 
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8 miles (s. w.) from Newcastle* Emlyn ; containing 
1049 inhabitants. This parish, which derives its 
name from the dedication of its church, is situated in 
the north-eastern part of the county, bordering upon 
Carmarthenshire, and comprises an extensive tract 
of land, the greater portion inclosed and cultivated. 
The surrounding scenery, though not characterised 
by any peculiarity of feature, is generally pleasing, 
and in some instances picturesque; the soil, thougn. 
inferior in fertility to that or other parts of the 
county, is not unproductive. A large common, con- 
nectea with Precelly mountain, rises to the west of 
the village, but an inclosure of land was made a few 
years since. On the banks of the river Taf, and at 
no great distance from its source, are some extensive 
lead-mines, whicli were formerly wrought with great 
success; but for some years the works have been 
suspended. The rateable annual value of the parish 
is returned at £23 13. 15. The living is a discharged 
rectory, rated in the king's books at £10, and in the 
patronage of the Crown : with a glebe-house : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of £251, 
of which £245 are payable to the rector, and £6 to 
an impropriator. The church, dedicated to St. Bry- 
nach, is not remarkable for any architectural detaib 
of importance. There are places of worship for Bap- 
tists and Presbyterians: aoout 90 children are in- 
structed in three day schools, at the expense of their 
parents; and there are three Sunday schools, con- 
ducted by gratuitous teachers, in which are 240 
males and females. On the common above the 
church are four large erect stones, visible at a great 
distance, marking out, according to tradition, the 
graves of two chieftains, who were shun in a despe- 
rate battle, said to have been fought near that spot ; 
and in the immediate vicinity of the church is a large 
tumulus, which is supposed to have been surmounted 
by a castle, or fort, to defend the pass. There are 
several mineral springs within the parish, but their 
peculiar properties have not been ascertained. 

LLANWDDYN, or LLANOUDDYN 
(LLAN-OWDDYN), a parish, in the union and 
upper division of the hundred of Llanvyllin, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 12 miles (w. by 
N.) from Llanvyllin; containing 593 inhabitants. 
This place, which formerly constituted a chapelry, 
dependent on the adjacent parish of Llanrhaiadr-yn- 
Mochnant, is said to derive its name from a giant 
named Wddin, or Owddyn, who was bom here ; and 
on the neighbouring hills is a spot called Gwely 
Wddin, or <^ the bed of Wddin," where he is sup- 
posed to have resided ; but other accounts, with more 
probability, describe Wddin to have been an anchoret, 
who had a cell among the rocks here, in which he 
lived in seclusion and retirement It is affirmed, on 
the authority of an absurd local tradition, that im*' 
mense treasures are concealed in this place, and that 
all attempts to discover them have been frustrated 
by incessant storms. The path of Wddin, when he 
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went to visit St Monacella, whose cell was at Pen- 
nant Melange!, on the other side of the mountain, 
five miles distant, is still pointed out, and called by 
his name. The vale in which the village is situated 
IS about five miles in length, and varies from half a 
mile to a mile in breadth; it is frequently covered 
with water during the winter months, but, if drained, 
would be one of the most picturesque and fertile in 
this part of the principality. The village occupies 
a pleasant site near the river Owddyn, a tributary of 
the Vyrnwy, and nearly at the north-western ex- 
tremity of tne county, in a sequestered spot sheltered 
by mountains on both sides. Within tne parish are 
two slate quarries, one at Gallt Vorgan, near Rhiw 
Argor, which has been worked for some years ; the 
other at Lluestwen, about two miles south-westward 
from the village, that was opened in 1830: the 

Quantity of slates raised is very inconsiderable, and 
lough the mines are capable of producing a vast 
amount, must necessarily remain so till better roads 
are made for conveying the produce to the surround- 
ing districts. Attempts to procure lead-ore have 
been repeatedly made at Cynon Isav and other places, 
but without sufficient success to remunerate the ad- 
venturers. Fairs are annually held in tlie village on 
May 8th and October 2nd, principally for cattle and 
horses. The rateable annual value of the parish has 
been returned at £1885. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£400 royal bounty, and £1000 parliamentary grant; 
net income, £100, with a glebe- house; patron, Earl 
of Powis. The tithes of the parish belong to the 
Earl, and to the Dean and Chapter of St. Asaph, 
with the exception of those of the township of Garth- 
bwlch, which are appropriated to the rector and vicar 
of Llansantfraid-yn-Mechan ; and they have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £227. 17., of which 
a sum of £164 is payable to his lordship, £62. 17. to 
the Dean and Chapter, and £1 to the parish-clerk. 
The church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, is 
an ancient structure that formerly belongecl to the 
Knights Hospitallers; in the churchyard are some 
remarkably fine yew trees. There are three Sunday 
schools, appertaining respectively to Independents, 
and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists, in which 
350 males and females are taught gratuitously. Mr. 
David Humphreys, in 1721, bequeathed £30; Ellis 
Davies, the elder, £15, in 1809; and Ellis Davies, 
the younger, £10 a few years since, to the poor; the 
interest of which sum is anmially diistributed accord- 
ing to the will of the testators ; besides which, an 
unknown donor gave £5, to be divided among the 
psalm-singers of toe parish. 

LLANWENLLWYVO (LLAN-WEN- 
LLWYFO), a parish, in the hundred of Twrceltn, 
union and county of Anglesey, North Wales, 5 
miles (e. s. e.) from Amlwch; containing 594 inha- 
bitants. This place is situated on the coast of the 
Irish Sea, and partakes much oi the general cha- 
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racter of dreary sterility by which the mining dis- 
tricts in the immediate vicinity are distioguished, 
though in some parts the scenery displays features of 
fertility and even of romantic beauty. Many of the 
inhabitants are employed in the I'arys and Mona 
copper-mines, in the adjoinins^ parish of Amlwch. 
Ll^ Dulas, the property of Lc^d Dinorben, is a 
spacious mansion situated in extensive grounds, 
within which the parochial church forms a conspictt- 
ous and interesting object. The Traeth Dulas, or 
Dulas sands, at the mouth of the river Ehilas, stretch 
along a part of the shore here, and form a small bay, 
while other portions of the coast are bold and pre- 
cipitous ; within a short distance is the small isumd 
of Ynys Gadam. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
annexed to that of Amlwch ; the Bisnop of Bangor 
is proprietor of the great tithes, but in half of the 
parcel called Rhos-y-Mynach, the tithes belong to 
the Rector of Llaneilian. The church, dedicated to 
St Gwenllwyvo, a small neat edifice, is appropri- 
ately fitted up for the performance of diviBe service. 
About 30 boys and 30 girls are instructed in a Na- 
tional school in the amoining parish of Llaneilian ; 
and about 200 males and females in a Sunday schooL 
John Parry bequeathed, about 1826, a sum of £50, 
the interest to be divided annually on Christmas-eve 
among ten poor persons, which having been invested 
on the security of the tolls of the road from the town 
of Beaumaris to the Holyhead post-road, now yields 
an interest of £2. 10., annually distributed among 
aged women : a small benefaction of £2, by Robert 
Frichard, in 1705, has been lost 

LLANWENOG (LLAN-WENOG), a parish, 
in the union of Lampeter, upper division of the 
hundred of Moytuen, county of Cardigan, Sooth 
Wales, 5^ miles (w. s. w.) from Lampeter ; con-* 
taining 1588 inhabitants* This parish is distin- 
guished as the scene of a memorable battle fought in 
981, between the Danes, under their femous leader 
Godfrid, and the native Welsh under Eineon ab 
Owain, in which the former were totally defeated, 
or, according to Dr. Meyrick, between Eineon and 
his countryman Hywel ab levan ; and a square in- 
trenchment in a field called Cae'r Vaes, or "the 
field of battle,'' on the farm of T^ Cam, is still 
pointed out as a spot where the engagement took • 
place. The parish, which is situated on the road 
from Lampeter to Cardigan, is bounded on the north 
by Llanwnnen, on the south by Llandyssil, and on 
the east by the river Teivy, which separates it from 
the county of Brecknock ; and comprises by compu- 
tation 9000 acres of arable and pasture land, the 
greater portion inclosed and in a good state of calti-' 
vatioB, producing chiefly oats and barley. The 
surrounding scenery, though not characterised by 
any extraordinary features, is in general ptearingy 
and is enlivened by the small stream Cledlyn, which 
runs through the middle of the parish, and by several 
good residences. Llanvaughan, a handsome, though 
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de^rted) mansion, now die property of the nieces of a coffin of glazed earth, in which were hfunan bones 

the late Admiral Thomas, who erected it in i78(^, is placed in an upright position. There was also within 

bemitifnlly situated in pleasure grounds laid out with the last few years another relic of antiquity, called 

preat taste, and aboondinff with a rich variety of Cam Philip Gwyddyl, << the cairn or barrow of Philip 

onwrnental scenery : the admiral was a nadve of the the Irishman,'' a curious bank of earth, six yards in 

parish, and a member of the family of the Lloyds, of length and four feet high, resembling in form the 

Castell HyweL High Mead, luiotber seat, is delight* rude sketch of a prostrate human figure, without the 

fully situated on an eminence above the river Telvy, head, and with the arm stretched out : it was situated 

commanding an extensive prospect of the sarrouno- in a field not &r from the church, and is reported by 

ing country on both sides of the vale, which here tradition to have marked the burial-place of a free- 

expands into considerable breadth ; the boose is booter, who lived in the tower of the church, and who, 



ipletely sheltered from the north winds by a on leaping from it when closely pursued, broke his leg 

range of lofty hills, the summits and acclivities of and was captured. There is another barrow on the 

which are richly planted with thriving woods of farm of Br^A-yr-Hogvaen, called CH^g-y-Pendwll, 

luxuriant foliage, containing fir, ash, sycamore, and meaning ** a heap in which a bole is made to throw 

€sdc timber, that add much to the beauty of the heads in." Some earthen pots were also dug up a few 

scenery. A iair is held on January 14tb. years since full of human oones, which looked black, 

This place formerly constituted a prebend in the as if they had been half burned. The Rev. David 

Coll^^te Church of Llandewy-Brevi, rated in the Lloyd, a poet of minor celebrity, was interred here, 

king's books at £17. 12. 11 : the livine^ is a dis- but no monument has been erected to his memory* 
chafed vicarage, endowed with £600 parliamentary LL ANWINIO (LLAN-WYNO), a parish^ 

grant ; present net income, £138 ; patron. Bishop comprising the Eastern and Western divisions, in the 

ef St. David's. The parish is divided into two lower division of the hundred of Derll^s, union 



parts, called respecdvely the Freehold land and the and county of Carmarthen, South Walbs^ 13 

Grange : the Grange portion of the tithes is divided miles (w. n. w.) from Carmarthen ; containing 1035 

into three lots, of whicn one belongs to Major Evans, inhabitants, of which number 422 are in the Eastern, 

of High Mead, and the other two are added to the and 613 in the Western, division. This parish, 

freehold land portion : and the freehold tithes^ in- which derives its name from the dedication of its 

eluding this audition, are divided into three equal church, is situated near the western extremity of 

shares between the High Mead and Crosswood the comity, on the border of Pembrokeshire, and 

estates, and the vicar. Tne church, dedicated to St. comprises a large tract of land, the greiater por- 

Gwyn(^, is an ancient structure, with a massive tion inctosed and cultivated; it is watered by the 

tower 66 feet high, and contains 600 sittings, nearly small rivet colled Avon Ovnift. The surrounding 

the whole of which are free : over the western door country is finely diversifiea, and the distant views 

of 'the tower is a stone with armorial bearings and an compre4ienfd some fine combinations of mountain 

inscription, supposed to be in Sax^n letters, which scenery and richly luxuriant pasture lands in the 

eennot be deciphered. There were formerly one vicinity ; die soil is fertile, and the inhabitants are 

er two chapels of ease to the mother churchy of which chiefly employed in agriculture and in the feeding 

tibere is not one now in existence ; but there is a of numerous flocks ot sheep. The village is pl6ia- 

tradition that one was situated between Llanvaughan santly situated : an annual fair for sheep is held on 

and the farm of EMiwolf, called << Capel Santesau,'' the 12th of November. The living is a peroetaal 

the Saintesses* Chapel. There are two places of curacy, endowed with £400 royal bounty, and ^1600 

worship for Baptists, and one for Presbyterians: parliamentarv grant, and in the patronage of Mr. 

about 155 boys and 55 girls are instructed in two Howel, to whom the impropriation belongs; net in* 

day schools, at the expense of their parents ; and come £83. The church, dedicated to St Gwyno, 

there is a Sunday school, in which 35 males and stands near the right bank of the Avon Gynin river; 

femaleB are taught gratnitouslv* and there are places of worship for Baptists and Cal* 

Among the remains of antiquity is a monumental vinislie Methodists, and for another congregation 

stone^ with an inscription in rnde characters, wbiefa assuming no other denomination than that c^ Dissen- 

Dr. Meyrick reads ^* TVenacatus hie jacet Jiliu9 ters. From 70 to 100 children, varying according 

Moj^offm ;" this stone was dug up nearly forty to the season of the year, are instructed in two day 

years ago, beyond the village o( Khuddlan, on a schoob at the expense of their parents; and ther'e 

hrm cmed Crug-y-wheei, and is now a ^te^frest are three Sunday schools, in which about 250 males 

leading into the garden c4 Lanvaughao. Two cir- and females are taught gtatuitously : all the efchfools 

cular tumuli, near the river Teivy, are snppo^d to appertain to dissenters. 

have been originally thrown up and crowned with LLANWNDA (LLAN-^WYNDAF), a parish, 

fertsy to defend the passage of the river ; and diere in the hmvdred of Uwchoorvai, union and county 

is a barrow named Cr^-yr-Udon, on Bwlchwawr of Carnarvon, NoRtn Walks, 3 miles (s. by w.) 

&rm, which, on being opened, was found to c6nlidn from Catrnarvoii ; containing 1587 lAhabitants. The 
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name of this place is derived from the dedication of 
its church to St. Gwyndav, who flourished during 
the sixth century. The parish is situated on the 
turnpike-road from Carnarvon to Pwllheli, and is 
bounded on the north by the parish of Llanbeblig, 
on the south by that of Llandwrog, on the east by 
that of Bettws-Garmon, and on the west by the 
Irish Channel. It comprises 7000 acres, about one- 
fourth of which is arable, and the rest a dreary 
mountainous tract of rocky ground, covered only by 
a very thin layer of earth ; the lower portion has a 
loamy soil, producing oats, barley, and a little wheat, 
and is ornamented with the windings of the river 
Gorvai, which separates this parish from that of 
Llanbeblig, and with sprinklings in various places 
of oak, ash, and alder trees. Slate of excellent 
quality is found among the mountains, and very 
considerable quarries have been opaned ; but from 
the difficulty of conveying the produce to any ship- 
ping-place, they are not wrought to their full ex- 
tent. Large quantities of copper-ore have also- been 
discovered, but so mixed with iron as to require 
great labour and expense in separating it, for wnich 
reason the works are not carried on to any advan- 
tage, especially as the low price of that metal is in- 
sufficient to remunerate the adventurers for the 
trouble of procuring it. The railroad from Llan- 
llyvni to Carnarvon passes near the south side of the 
churchyard, but does not appear to have been made 
available for the exportation of the mineral produce 
of the parish, by the construction of any collateral 
communication with the quarries or the mines. The 
village is small, being chiefly inhabited by persons 
employed in the quarries and in agriculture. Of the 
rateable annual value of the parish the return made 
amounts to £3883. 5. 

The living consists of both a rectory and a vicar- 
age : the rectory, which is a sinecure, is annexed to 
the headship of Jesus' College, Oxford ; and the 
vicarage, which is discharged, and to which the per- 
petual curacy of Llanvagdalen is annexed, is en- 
dowed with £400 royal bounty, and in the patronage 
of the Bishop of Bangor ; net income of the latter, 
less than £200. The tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £460, of which £370 is the 
amount payable to the Principal of Jesus' College, 
and £90 to the vicar. The church is an ancient 
structure, measuring in the interior 51 feet by 17, 
and containing accommodation for between three 
hundred and four hundred persons, but the pews are 
in a state of great dilapidation : the chancel is lighted 
by three lancet-shaped windows; and the edifice 
displays, within, some good specimens of architec- 
tural beauty: there are some monuments of the 
Baron Hill family, but in a very neglected state, 
and the whole appears to be rapidly fiilnng into ruin. 
There are places of worship for Independents, and 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists* A National 
school was maintained for a long period at the sole 
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expense of the curate, but has been lately dis- 
continued. A small school-house was built many 
years since, on the north side of the church, and 
some bequests were made for teaching children, bat 
they have been lost There are four Sunday schools, 
which appertain to dissenters, and afford gratuitous 
instruction to about 240 adults and children. 

Mrs. Ellen Williams, in 1714, left £-200 for the 
augmentation of the vicar's stipend, and £100, the 
interest of which she directed to be distributed among 
the poor annually. The Rev. Lewis Jones, in 169:^ 
bequeathed £100, directing a moiety of the interest 
to be divided among twelve aged men or women, 
and a rent-charge of £3, to be cnvided among twelve 
natives of the parish, or, in default of such, amoi^ 
inhabitants of seven years' standing^. . Near a farm 
named Bodaden some slight traces of a Roman road 
are still discernible, pointing to the ancient Se^oftAvm, 
near Carnarvon. There are likewise some remains 
of two British fortifications, called respectively Yr 
Hen Gastell and Dinas Gorvan, or Gonrai, the latter 
probably deriving its name from its position on the 
river Gorvai : or the former but very slight vestiges 
are discernible, and the latter, which is situated near 
Pont Newydd, has been so much damaged by the 
action of the rapid stream of the Gorvai, during 
times of flood, against its base, that the upper part 
has fallen, and only a portion of the foundations can 
now be distinguished. The Rev. Mr. Farringdon, 
who employed a considerable portion of his time 
in antiquarian pursuits, was for some years vicar of 
the parish. 

LLANWNDA (LLAN-WYNDAF), a parish, 
in the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of De- 
wisLAND, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 
2^ miles (n. w.) from Fishguard; containing 1045 
inhabitants. This place appears to be of very re- 
mote antiquity, and the adjoining district is sap* 
posed to have been a favourite resort of the ancient 
Druids. That it was a principal station for the 
solemnization of their rites is plainly indicated by 
the number of Druidical remains that are scattered 
over the parish and throughout the vicinity, and also 
from various adjacent spots, which still retain the 
names " Llan Druidion,*' " Fynnon Druidion,*' and 
others of similar import and origin. Near Fynnon 
Druidion were found five instruments of flin^ con- 
sidered to have been used in flaying the victims de- 
voted to sacrifice ; and in the vale below is a circular 
earthwork, marked out by a solitary erect .stone, 
probably to defend the pass of a small stream by 
which it is skirted, and perhaps also to protect the 
avenue to the consecrated region. According to 
tradition, an ancient town called Trev Culhwd i^ 
said to have existed here at a very early period,, of 
which evidence is firequently obtained in the foun- 
dations of old buildings that still obstruct the plough 
in various parts of the farm on which it is situated. 
About the year 1076, Trehaern ab Caradoc, Prince 
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of North Wales, led his forces into South Wales, for 
the purpose of subjecting this country to his do- 
minion, and at Pwll^ttic was boldly encountered 
by Rh^ ab Owain, the reignino^ prince, with all the 
forces he could lery: here, after a long and san- 

Siinary conflict, Rh^^ was at length defeated, with 
e loss of most of his army, and being hin;self 
closely pursued by the victor, he was at length 
taken prisoner with his brother Howel, and both 
were put to death by Trehaern in revenge for the 
morder of Bleddyn ab Cynvyn, which they had pre- 
▼iottsly committed. The French effected a landing 
on this part of the coast in the year 1797, and, after 
plondenng the inhabitants for some time, the soldiers 
Decoming insubordinate through excess, their com- 
mander found it necessary to make an unconditional 
sorrender to the local forces brought against him by 
E^rl Cawdor. 

The parish is pleasantly situated in the north- 
western part of the county, and is bounded on the 
north by St. George's Channel, and on the east by 
Fishguard bay, forming a promontory with a bold 
and precipitous shore, and indented by several small 
bays, the soundings within half a mile of the coast 
being from seven to twenty fathoms. The surround- 
ing scenery is diversified with features of romantic 
g^ndeur; and the views from the higher grounds 
embrace extensive prospects over the channel and 
the adjacent country, which abounds with objects of 
interest. Off the north-western coast, in Carreg- 
onnen bay, are two small islets of a similar name. 
The return of the annual value of the rateable pro- 
perty in the parish, amounts to £1710. 15. The 
living is a dischai^ed vicarage, rated in the king's 
books at £3. 5. 2^., and encfowed with £600 royal 
bounty, and £400 parliamentary grant; present net 
income, £220; patrons and appropriators. Precen- 
tor and Canons in the Cathedral of St David's. The 
church, dedicated to St Owyndav, is not distin- 

5nished by any architectural features of importance, 
^here are places of worship for Baptists and Cal- 
Tinistic Methodists. About 40 children of both 
sexes are instructed in two day schools at the ex- 
pense of their parents, with the exception of six, 
who are paid for by the minister of the parish : and 
there are three Sunday schools, in one of which are 
15 males and females, who attend the Established 
Church ; the others appertaining to dissenters, con- 
sist of 90 : these Sunday schools are supported by 
subscription, books being supplied by the Sunday 
School Society. William Hugh, in 1778, be- 
queathed £20 to the poor not receiving parochial 
relief; but the sum is supposed to have been ex- 
pended in the payment of £2 annually among them, 
without creating any endowment permanently. 

A strong chain of well-connected torts, extending 

in a direction from east to west throughout the whole 

length of the parish, is Baid to be of British origin : 

that on Gram Vawr rock comprises an extensive area. 
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inclosed by strong ramparts of uncemehted stones, 
on the most accessible parts, flanked with portions of 
the rock which project m the form of natural bastions. 
On the summit of the hill above Goodwick pier is a 
rocking-stone, weighing about five tons, and so nicely 
poised as to yield to the slightest pressure. A little 
Deyond it are three remarkable cromlechs in a right 
line, of which two have been overturned, but one still 
preserves its original position. Another cromlech 
stands on the ledge of rock just above the village, 
the table stone of which is fifteen feet in length, 
nine feet in width, and of an average thickness of 
two feet ; and to the west of the site of the ancient 
town of Trev Culhwch are the majestic remains of 
several cromlechs, of which one, more perfect 
than the rest, has a table stone fifteen feet long, 
eight feet wide, and two feet and a half in thickness. 
On opening a cairn, in 1826, for the purpose of 
widening a road near the sea, in the parish, was dis- 
covered a brass instrument, about nine inches long, 
with a circular ring at one end, and a flat triangle 
at the other, and pierced with two round holes in 
the neck that connected these together ; no satisfac- 
tory conjecture has been offered as to the use to 
which it was applied. Near Trev Asser, in the 
parish, is a tumulus surrounded with a moat, which, 
on being opened some years since, was found to 
contain fragments of urns, and other indications of 
its having been a place of sepulture. TrSv Asser is 
said to have been the birthplace of Asser, the friend 
and biographer of Alfred the Great The celebrated 
Archdeacon Giraldus Cambrensis, who attended 
Baldwin, Archbishop of Canterbury, while preach- 
ing the crusades throughout the pnncipality, and is 
better known for his literary works and numerous 
ecclesiastical appointments, was for some time in- 
cumbent of the parish. 

LLANWNNEN (LLAN-WNEN), a parish, 
in the union of Lampeter, upper division of the 
hundred of MoVthen, county of Cardigan, South 
Wales, 3 miles (w. by s.) from Lampeter: con- 
taining 325 inhabitants. This parish, which is tra- 
versed by the turnpike-road from Lampeter to Car- 
digan, is bounded on the north-east by the parish of 
Lampeter, on the south by the river Teivy^ which 
separates it from Carmarthenshire, and on the south- 
west by the parish of Llanwenog. It comprises by 
computation 2000 acres, of which about one half is 
arable^ and the rest pasture and meadow, with the 
exception of 20 acres of woodland ; the lands consist 
principally of pretty rural valleys and hills of mode- 
rate elevation ; and the surrounding scenery is in- 
teresting and picturesque, comprehending many 
pleasing views of the adjacent country ; the soil on 
the hills is gravelly, and on the lower grounds, with 
the exception of a little moorland, a good loamy 
earth, suited to the ordinary grains, which, with 
cheese and butter, constitute the chief produce; 
there is a stone quarry, from which a superior mate- 
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rial is obtained. About a mile from the tarnpike- 
road, and in the Vaie of the Granell, is Llwyn-y- 
Groes, a spacious and handsome mansion, finely 
situated in the midst of flourishing plantations ; the 

f rounds comprehend mneh beautiful scenery. Castell 
)& is a modem house, built on an eminence on the 
bank of the Granell, ornamented with fir plantations, 
and commanding extensive riews of the surrounding 
country. A fair is held on December Idth. The 
'living IS a discharged vicarage, with which that of 
Silian is consolidated, rated in the king's books at 
£3. 4. 9^., and endowed with £400 royal bounty, 
and £400 parliamentary grant ; present net income, 
£102; patron. Bishop of St David's; impropriator, 
the Rev. D. H- T. G. Williams- The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Gwynin, is a small edifice, without 
either tower or spire, and possessing no architectural 
detaik of importance; it is 30 feet long and 18 
broad, and contains about 70 sittings, of which 60 are 
free. There is a place of worship for Unitarians. 
On the bank of the Granell, which flows into the 
Vale of Teivy to its confluence with the superior 
stream, is a moated mound named Castell DA, which 
was probably crowned with a fort for defending the 
river and the pass of the vale, but which now serves 
only to give name to the farm around it ; and there 
is also a small encampment on the hilL In a field 
attached to a &rm called Cevn Llew TrSv, some 
curious silver coins were dug up a few years since. 

LLANWNNOG (LLA^f-WYNNOG), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Newtown and Llanidloes, 
lower division of the hundred of Llanidloes, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 6^ miles (w. by 
N.) from Newtown; containing 1529 inhabitants* 
The name of this place is derived from the dedica* 
tion of its church to St. Gwynnog, an eminent mem- 
ber of the congregation of Catwg, who flourished 
about the middle of the sixth century, and was 
canonized after his decease. The parish is situated 
on the road firom Maehynlleth to Newtown, and on 
the bank of the river Severn, which separates it on 
the south-east from the parish of Llandinam ; it is 
bounded on the north by the parish of Llanwydd- 
elan, on the east by that of Aberhavesp, on the 
south by that of Treveglwys, and on the west by 
that of Carno; and comprises by admeasuvement 
10,480 acres, of which 5626 are mc^ow and pasture, 
1457 arable, and the rest woodland and common. 
The upper part of the parish is hilly and the lower 
part flat, and the surrounding country displays a 
pleasing variety of picturesque beauty and rich 
mountain scenery. Among the loftiest of the hills 
within its limits are three nne lakes, called respeet- 
ivelv Ll^n Mawr, <*the great lake;*' Ll^n Tarw, 
<* the buffs lake f and Llyn Dii, ** the bhick lake." 
Llyn Mawr covers an area of twenty-five acres, ex- 
clusively of a large turbary on its margin, which, 
before the lake was dammed up to feed the Mxmih 
gomery shire canal, was also covered with water. The 
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average depth of this lake, when dammed up, was 
twelve yards ; but since the canal has been supplied 
with water from the river Severn, its depth has Wn 
reduced to eight yardiu Both io the lake and the 
adjoining turl^ry are extensive reniains of ancient 
forests ; m the former they consist chiefly of oaks in 
a prostrate position, but on the present surface of 
the turbary they are principally of fir or fuse, with 
scarcely any portion of oak. These remains afibrd 
conclusive evidence that the adjacent hiUs were 
covered with forest timber at a very remote period. 
Peat is found in abundance in the neighbourhood of 
this and the other lakes; and the margins of all 
where it is procured have an elevation of fifteen 
hundred feet above the level of the Vale of Caer- 
Sws. The Severn is joined about half a mile above 
Caer^Sws in thn parish by the Trannon a|id Ceust 
streams, which descend into it through the Vale of 
Treveglwys, and the Carno brook runs through the 
parish, and foils into the Severn near Caer-Sws, a 
place of considerable note in the time of th« Romans, 
who, it is supposed, had a station in it, since which it 
has dwindled into an inconsiderable village, but re- 
cently some good houses have been built, and it 
is at present in an improving condition ; about a 
quarter of a mile to the north of it is situated the 
Newtown and Llanidloes union workhouse. The 
hill called AUtwnnc^, which rises in the north- 
western portion of the parish, and is of considerable 
elevation, has lately been planted by Glynne Myt- 
ton, £sq^ and contributes, with the lakeis and nume- 
rous streams, greatly to beautify the local scenery. 
The soil is tolerably fertile, and produces good 
wheat, barley, and oats ; the rateable annual value 
of the parbh is returned at ^744. About sixteen 
of the inhabitants are employed in the manu&o- 
ture of flannel, which is carried on in twp small 
factories. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £4. 16. d^t; patron, Bishop of 
Bangor; diere is a glebe-house: the gross annual 
value of the vicarial tithes is about £200, being one- 
third of the whole, out of which the incumbent has 
to pay £75 per annum to a curatei and about £30 
towards the poor-rates ; the other two-thirds of the 
tithes belong to the Dean and Chapter of Bangor. 
The church, which measures 81 feet by 24, is an 
ancient struoture, in the early Myle of English 
arclutecture, and contains gome beautiful specimens 
of sculpture : the screen and roodloft are exquisitely 
carved, and in a state of excellent preservation ; the 
chancel window is embellished with atained gla^By 
in which the patron saint is represented in episcopal 
vestmeofts, with a mitre on his head and a crosier in 
his hand, and underneath the figure is the inscrip- 
tion ^^SandUM Gwvnoeuh C9ffus. animm propUidur 
Deu9. AmenJ* In the eburohyard are several vener- 
able yew trees of luxuriant growth. There are places 
of worship for Baptists^ Indepeudeots, and Welsh 
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Cal?inistic Methodists. About 120 children of both 
sexes are instructed, at the expense of their parents, 
in foar day schools, two of ^ich are in connexion 
with dissenters : and there are four Sunday schools, 
conducted gratoitousty, in one of which are 45 males 
and 30 females, who attend the Established Church ; 
the others appertain to dissenters, and contain about 
400 persons. Hugh Bcqcter, in 1687, beoueathed 
£50 ; and Richard Baxter, in 1690, gave ^0, and 
subsequently £30 more ; with which sums, a rent- 
cfaaree on tne Bwlch property was purchased in the 
parisn of Llandinam, now yielding £8 per annum, 
which is apportioned in small sums among the poor- 
est persons. Richard Gittins, in 1783, gare £10, 
the interest of which sum is annually distributed 
among the poor; and Anne Pritchard, in 1760, left 
£20, the interest to be given to decayed house^ 
keepers: two other small charities, that produced 
jC3. 12. per annum, have been lost The Newtown 
union workhouse, situated in the parish, contained 
198 paupers at the period of the last census. The 
hamlet of Caer-Sws was tlie site of a Roman station, 
through which has been traced a Roman road lead- 
ing from Deva^ now Chester, to the mines in the 
adjacent parish of Tr&veglwys, and of which a de- 
scription IS given under its appropriate head. On 
the hills adjoining Llyn Mawr are numerous cam- 
eddau, supposed to be ancient sepulchres of the abori- 
ginal inhabitants, and one of the hills is distinguished 
by the name of Cameddau. Scattered over the pa- 
rish and its vicinity are also the remains of several 
ancient British encampments, among which may be 
noticed those at Gw^n Vynydd, Rh^Ddiarbed, and 
Cevn Camedd. At Park, the largest farm in the 
parish. Queen Elizabeth is said to nave kept a stud 
of horses, tx) which circumstance is attributed the 
superior breed, for which this part of the principality 
is distinguished. 

LLANWNWS (LLAN-WNWS), a parish, 
comprising the townships of 6 wniiws^Isdv, or Lower, 
and Ownnw»-Uchfiv, or Upper, in the union of 
TaftGAROU, upper division of the hmidred of Ilar, 
county of Cardigan, South Wales, 12 miles (s. e. 
by 8.) from AberyBtwith, and 15 (n. v. e.) from 
Lampeter; and containing 1115 inhabitants, of 
whom 627 are in the higher division, which con- 
tains the church. This parish, which extends nearly 
fourteen miles in length, and, upon the average, 
three miles in breadth, comprises a wide tract nearly" 
in the centre of the county, bounded on the north 
by the river Ystwith, and on the south by the Teivy. 
The surrounding scenery, though not generallv rich, 
or distingukhed bv any prevaibng character, is enli- 
vened by some picturesque and romantic iPeatures, 
among which are seteral lakes on the hills, b«C the 
most prominent obfect is the beautiful (all named 
PwU Caradoc, supposed to have derived its designa- 
tion from a chieftain of that name, who is said to 
have met his death by rushing over the predpice, 
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which is of very considerable height The lands, 
which are ornamented in different parts with oak^ 
ash, larch, and Scotch fir, in the upper portion of the 

1)arish eonsist of mountain sheep-walks, and in the 
ower part, of arable and pasture, producing grass, 
barley, and oats, with a little wheat ; the grounds are 
but very partially inclosed, a large proportion of this 
extensive parish being uncultivated. Two or three 
stone quarries are wrought ; and in the Upper divi- 
sion are the mines E^gair Mwn, of which a plan 
was made in 1758, by order of the Court of fix- 
chequer; they are not at present worked. The 
parish contains two factories for carding and spinning 
wool, and two corn mills: fairs are held in the hamlet 
of Rh6s, in the parish, on the first Thursday afiter 
Whit-Sunday, August 5th, and 20th, and September 
25th. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty, and £1400 parliamentary grant; 
net income, £106; patron, T. P. B. Chichester, flsa. 
The church, dedicated to St Gwnnws, b a small 
edifice, consisting of a nave and chancel^ built in 
1829, and containing 595 sittings, all cf which are 
free. In the churchyard is an ancient monumental 
stone, about three feet nine indies in height, orna- 
mented on the east front with an embellished cross, 
and bearing an inscription so greatly mutikited as to 
be at present quite illegible : it is supposed by some 
antiquaries to commemorate the deatn of the above- 
mentioned unfortunate chieftain. On the sacramental 
cup is inscribed the date 1574. In the township of 
Gwnnws-Uchdv is a day school, in which about 30 
boys and girls are educated at the expense of their pa- 
rents. An endowment for a school was made by Mr» 
John Thomas, for 999 years, which was employed for 
that purpose by the late Rev. John WilUams ; but the 
present executor refuses to pay it. About 190 males 
and females are instructed in a Sunday school by 
Uie Calvinisdc Methodists ; and in the township of 
Ownnws-Isftv is another, in which from 60 to 80 
males and females are taught by the clergyman and 
clerk 

LLANWONNO (LLAN-WYNNO), a parish, 
in the union of Merthyr-Tydvil, hundred of Mia- 
KIN, county of Glamorgan^ South Wales, 12 
miles (n. w. by n.) from Cardiff (to Newbridge, the 
principal village widnn its limits) ; containing 1606 
mhabitants. This parish, which is bounded on the 
east by the river T&f, is nearly equally divided be- 
tween mountain and valley; Cwm Clydach, Cwm 
Rhondda, and Cwm Cynon, watered by their respec- 
tive streams, are partly within it. The Aberdare 
canal passes down the last, and forms a junction 
with the Glamorganshire canal at Navigation House^ 
in the parish of Llanvabon ; and up Cwm Rhondda 
is a trani-road, communicating with the coltieriea 
worked there. The Rhondda fhlls into the river 
TAf at the populous village of Newbridge, of which 
the part situated in this parish^ is the laigest: here. 



LLAN— W 



LLAN— W 



a weekly market for provisions is held, and a con- 
siderable quantity of corn is conveyed hence for the 
supply of Merthyr-Tydvil. The celebrated bridge 
called Pont-y-Pridd crosses the Taf at Newbridu^e, 
and is described in the account of that place. 1 he 
living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 
royal bounty, and £1600 parliamentary grant; net 
income, £95; patron, Vicar of Llantrissent The 
church, dedicated to St Wonno, and distant three 
miles from Newbridge, is romantically situated on 
the rocky side of Cevngwingil mountain, at a con- 
siderable distance from any habitation. There are 
places of worship for Baptists and Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Methodists. About 80 children of both 
sexes are instructed in two day schools at the ex- 
pense of their parents ; a day and Sunday school, 
connected with Ualvinistic Methodists, is attended by 
12 children daily, and by 45 on Sundays, who are 
taught in like manner ; and there are two Sunday 
schools, conducted gratuitously, in which are 220 
males and females. Ekiward Thomas, of Llanvi- 
hangeULIantarnam, Monmouth, bequeathed a rent- 
charge of £5, in 1678, on lands in this parish, to be 
distributed among ten of the most deserving poor 
not in the receipt of parochial relief; which is ac- 
cordingly carried into effect- on St. Thomas's-day. 

LLANWRDA (LLAN-WRDA), a parish, com- 
prising the Upper and Lower divisions, in the union 
of Llandovery, higher division of the hundred of 
Cayo, county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 
3^ miles, by the suspension bridge over the river 
Towy, (w. by s.) from Llandovery; and containing 
553 inhabitants. This parish, which is intersected 
by the turnpike-road from Llandilo to Llandovery 
and Lampeter, is beautifully situated in a pleasing 
and retired vale, watered by a fine stream that joins 
the Towy immediately contiguous, and surrounded 
by lofty nills richly clothed with wood; it comprises 
4441 acres of land, all inclosed. A small manufac- 
ture of coarse woollen cloth is carried on within its 
limits, and an annual hit is held in the village on the 
first Monday after the 12th of November. The 
living is annexed to the vicarage of Llansadwrn: 
the whole of the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £210, one-fourth of which belongs to 
the vicar, who has also three acres of glebe-land, 
valued at £5. 12. per annum ; and the remainder is 
the property of Mr. Hughes: the church is dedi- 
cated to St. Cawrdav. There is a place of worship 
for Independents^ 

Miss Letitia Cornwallis, one of the four coheir- 
esses of the ancient family of Abermarlais, in the 
adjoining parish of Llansadwrn, by will dated Idth 
December 1731, beaueathed £400 for the endow- 
ment of a free-school, for children of both sexes of 
this place and Llansadwrn, but the school-house she 
directed to be built near the church of Llanwrda; 
this sum, now accumulated to £2226. 18. 10. three 
per cent, consols.^ produces a yearly dividend of 
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£B6. 16. 2., which is paid to the master and mistr«a^ 
who are appointed by the inhabitants of the parish 
of Llansadwrn. The same benefactress also left 
£1000 for the endowment of an establishment for 
four maiden-gentlewomen of the county of Carmar- 
then, which sum has accumulated to £5428. 14. 10., 
three per cent, consols., the interest whereof, amount- 
ing annually to £162. 17. 4., is paid, in ei^ual por- 
tions, to tlie gentlewomen, who are appointed by 
Mr. Hughes. The sum of £800 was further left 
for the purchase of ground and for the erection of 
suitable buildings; also £200, now increased to 
£676. 4. 4., three per cent consols., the interest to 
be appropriated to the purchase of necessary furni- 
ture; ana £200, amounting now to £717. 10. 6. 
three per cent, consols., the interest to be applied to 
the repairs of the building, and the surplus, if any, 
to the purchase of shoes and stockings for the poor 
children attending the school. Sir l^omas Powell, 
of the parish, gave, in 1717, a silver chalice, and in 
1719, a blue pulpit-cloth, still in good preservation; 
his father. Sir John Powell, Bart, presided as one of 
the judges on the trial of the seven bishops in the 
reign of King James IL, and so highly offended the 
Court for his opinion delivered on £at occasion, that 
he was removed from his situation, although subse- 
quently restored by King William. A Sunday 
school affords gratuitous instruction to about 80 
males and females. 

LLANWRIN (LLAN.WRIN),a parish, in 
the union and hundred of Machynlleth, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 4 miles (n. e. 
by £.) from Machynlleth ; containing 822 inhabit- 
ants. This parish, which lies in the western por- 
tion of the county, bordering upon Merionethshire, 
by which it is bounded on the north and west, is 

Jleasantly situated on the north bank of the river 
)ovey, and has the parishes of Machynlleth and 
Penegoes on the soutu, and those of Darowen and 
Cemmes on the east ; it is intersected by the turnpike* 
road leading from Machynlleth to Dinas Mowddwy, 
which runs through the village ; and comprises by a 
recent survey 10,280a. Ir., of which 1241 acres are 
arable, 4981 meadow and pasture, 2789 mountain 
sheep-walks, and the remainder woodland. The 
surface is greatly diversified, and is much indebted 
for its picturesque scenery to several narrow valleys 
bordered on each side with oak woods, and watered 
by many pleasing rivulets. The prospects are 
finely varied, and from the higher grounds are seen 
some of the principal mountains in North Wales, 
with nearly the whole of the beautiful Vale of Dovey, 
through which that river pursues its winding course. 
The road from Machynlleth to Dolgelley, through 
the Vale of the Dulas, is remarkable for the beauty 
of its views, the vale being characterised by strik- 
ingly romantic and picturesque scenery. From the 
front of Vronvelen is a fine prospect, embracing on 
the left the small, richly wooded, and highly culr 
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livated valley, watered by the little ri?er Dulas, and 
on the rig^ht is an extensive range of bleak and 
sterile mountains, beyond which the rugged head of 
Cader Idris is seen towering with sullen grandeur in 
the distance. I'he soil is various, and the chief pro- 
duce wheat and oats, with a small portion of barley 
and rye ; the mountainous districts contain shite, 
which has occasionally been worked, but has been 
neglected for the last seven years on account of the 
expense : of the rateable annual value, the return is 
£3144. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £12. 16. 5^. ; patron. Bishop of St Asaph : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£364. 19. 10^.; and there is a glebe of ab^ut a 
quarter of an acre, with a house* The church, dedi* 
cated to St. Ghvrin, is an ancient structure, in the 
early style of English architecture, measuring within 
163 feet in length, and 24 in breadth, and containing 
900 sittings, of which 200 are free; the chancel 
window is embellished with stained ghiss, and in the 
Central compartment, which is the most perfect, is a 
representation of Christ upon the Cross. There 
are places of worship for Independents and Calvin- 
istic Methodists, to whom two Sunday schools apper- 
tain, in which 100 males and females are instructed 
gratuitously. Mrs. Anne Pugh beaueathed £50, an 
unknown benefiBu^tor £49, and John David Evan 
£10; which sums, togedier with several smaller 
benefecdons, the whole amounting to £160, were 
lent to the trustees of the turnpike of Dovey Bridge, 
and now yield an interest of £d per annum, the 
proceeds of which are distributed among the poor. 

On the bank of the river Dovey, in the parish, is 
Mathavarn, the ancient residence of Davydd Llwyd 
ab Llewelyn ab Grufydd, a celebrated bard and seer, 
who flourished in this part of the principality from 
1470 to 1490. The Earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry VII., on his route from Milford to Bosworth 
Field, is said to have passed one night at this man- 
sion, and, in his anxiety for the issue of his enter- 
Erise, to have privately requested the opinion of his 
est Davydd cautiously replied, that a question of 
so much moment could not be immediately answered, 
and that he would give his opinion in the morning* 
His wife, observing the perplexity in which the 
question had involved him, expressed her astonish- 
ment at his hesitation, and advised him to inform the 
earl that the issue of the enterprise would be suc- 
cessful and glorious; observing at the same time, 
that, should his prediction be verified, he would 
receive honours and rewards, and if otherwise, there 
was little probability of the earl's ever returning to 
reproach him. During the civil war in the reign of 
Cnarles I., the forces under Cromwell, having en- 
tered this part of the principality, which they re- 
duced into subjection to the Commonwealth, burned 
the seat of Mathavarn, in 1644, and committed many 
ravages in the neighbourhood. The Rev. Isaac 
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Bonsall, the present incumbent, has an extensive and 
valuable collection of Greek and Roman, and of an- 
cient and modem British and Irish coins, of gold, 
silver, brass, and copper, and also a beantiful assort- 
ment of minerals. Among the antiquities is the 
seal of the monks of Strata- Florida abbey. 

LLANWRTHWL (LLAN-WRTHWL), a 
parish, composed of an Upper and a Lower division, 
in the union of Rhaiadr, hundred of Builth, 
county of Brecknock, South Wales, 3 miles 
(s. by E.) from Rhaiadr; containing 568 inhabitants, 
of whom 289 are in the Upper, and 279 in the Lower, 
division. This parish, winch derives its name from 
the dedication of its church, is situated at the 
northern extremity of the county, bordering upon 
Radnorshire, from which it is separated on the 
north and north-east by the river Wye, and on the 
west and north-west by the streams of the Claerwen 
and Elain, which fall into that river, on the north- 
eastern confines of the parish. The rivulets Run- 
nant and Duks are the principal of the smaller 
streams that intersect the parish, which comprises 
about 12,000 acres of extremely irregular surface, 
rising in some parts into lofty hills, alternated with 
large tracts of level ground, forming extensive com- 
mons and bogs : the soil on the higher grounds is 
rocky, and in the lower generally of a marshy na- 
ture; but on the banks of the Wye and Elain are 
some meadows of luxuriant fertility. The surround* 
ing scenery is strikingly diversined, and in many 
parts highly picturesque, and die distant views are 
even magnificent. Copper-ore has been found near 
the junction of the small river Elain with the Wye, 
and the Runnant works were established to procure 
it, but they have not been carried on with any degree 
of success. Of the rateable annual value of the 
whole parish, the return made amounts to £1791, of 
which £935 is for the Upper, and £856 for the 
Lower, division. 

The parish constitutes a prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Brecknock, rated in the king^s books at 
£9. 12. 11., and in the gift of the Bishop of St 
David's. The living is a dischaiged vicarage, en- 
dowed with £200 royal bounty ; present net income, 
£85; patron, the Bishop. The church, dedicated 
to St Wrthwl, or Morddal, is an ancient edifice, 
situated near the Wye, and at no great distance from 
the influx of the Elain : in the churchyard is a large 
stone, about six feet in height, of which the upper 
part appears to have been broken ; from its situation, 
It may probably be the shaft of a cross, though by 
some it is supposed to be of Druidical origin. In 
the upper division of the parish is a day school, in 
which about 30 children of both sexes are instructed 
at the expense of their parents ; also a Sunday school 
in which about 20 males and females are taught gra- 
tuitously by dissenters. A sum of £16 is divided 
among the poor about January, arising partly from a 
bequest by Edward ab Evan in 1648^ of the farm 
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called Cae'r Llao, containing above 10^ acres, and 
now let at a rent of £8 per annum ; and partly from 
a charge of £3 on the property of Brooveddie by 
Hueh Phillips, and the interest of a bequest of £100 
by Margaret «p Owen. The parish is abo entitled 
to participate m the Boughrood charity at Breeon 
for apprenticing children under the grant of Rice 
Powell: generally two ehildren are so apprenticed 
with premiums of £6 each annually ; and they also 
receive £2 each, at the expiration of the term, to 

Eurchase the implements of their trade. On the 
ills are several cairns, especially on the height 
named Drygarn, or Derwydd Garn, implying **the 
Druid's rock, or mount," part of which is in the ad- 
joining parish of Llanvihangel*Abergwessin. There 
are also some cairns on an eminence of less eleration, 
designated Gemrhiw. On Kbos-^Saidiroaen, or ** the 
Seven Stone common," which is partly in this pa- 
rish, and partly in that of Llanavan, are some stones 
very irregularly placed ; but whether they are mill- 
tary, sepulchral, or Droidical remains, cannot be 
precisely determined. Near this common is another, 
called Ilhds-y-Beddau, or ^*the common of the 
graves," the name of which would appear to oom- 
memorate some great battle, probably that of 
Ll&chrhtd. 

LLANWRTYD (LLAN WRTYD), a parish, 
in the union of Llandovery, hundred of Builth, 
county of Brecknock, South Wales, 12 miles 
(n. e. by E.) from Llandoverv; comprising the ham- 
lets of Clawddmadoc and Llechwether, and contain- 
ing 638 inhabitants. The river Irvon, (which falls 
into the Wye at Builth), runs through the centre of 
the parish, which is intersected by no less than four 
smaller streams, tliat discharge themselves into the 
principal river within its boundaries. These are the 
Cerdin, Cledan, Cledwiail, and Henog, which in 
their several courses to the Irvon add greatly to the 
picturesque beauty of the vale of the same name, 
which abounds with scenery of pleasing^ and diver- 
sified character, though other parts of the parish are 
barren and mountainous, especially the portion bor^ 
dering on Carmarthenshire. The parish is distin- 
guished for the efficacy of a mineral ^ring, dis- 
covered close to the river irvon, by the Kev. Theo^ 
philus Evans, vicar of Llangammarch^ in 1732, 
unce which time it has been, during the summer 
season, a place of resort for ren^ectable femilies. 
This spring, called Llanwrtyd Wells, and, from the 
foedd odour of its waters, in Welsh ^* Fjrnnon Ddrew- 
Uyd," flows over a rich bed of sulphur, with which 
it is strongly impregnated, partaking also of a cha- 
lybeate nature, and containing a small portion of 
marine salt The water is a specific remedy in all 
soorbude and cutaneous diseases, relaxation of tlie 
fibres of the stomaefa, and in chronic distempers, and 
is considered by many skilful chemists, who have 
analyzed it, to be inferior to none of the kind in 
Europe. Dol-y-Coed^ about one mile below Dinasi 
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and formerly the seat of the &mily of Jone^ a spa* 
cious and pleasantly situated mansion, is always* 
open for the accommodation of families frequenting 
the wells; the gronnds attached to it affiord every 
opportunity of exercise, and the surrounding' scenery 
is jpreatly admired for its roraantie beauty. Consi- 
derable additions have been made to this during the 
last year, and suitable accommodation for visiters 
have been made, who are bearded on moderate terasa* 
The village^ which is pleasantly situated o» the banks 
of the Irvon, derives an air of cheerful activity from 
the resort of visiters, and has been greatly improved 
since the efficacy of its mineral water has been esta* 
blished. The manu&cture of woollen doth is carried 
on through all its processes, firom the introduction of 
the raw material to its completion for the market, m 
a hirge factory that affords employment to sonne of 
the inhabitants. The parish is intersected foy the 
road from Builth to Llandovery ; its rateable aanual 
value is returned at £1810* 

The living is annexed to the vicarage of Llangam*- 
roarch : the diureh, dedicated to St^ David, is not 
disdns^uished by any architectural features.. There 
are places of worship for Independents and Wefali 
Calvinistic Methodists. A parochial free school was 
founded by Mrs. Margaret Jones, of Great Queen^ 
street, Londoi^ a native of the pariah, who, in 1 789^ 
bequeathed £300 four per cents., now producing 
£10. 10. per annum, for its endowment : tne scboo^ 
which is held in the vestry-room, is under the super* 
intendence of trustees, of whom the incumbent for 
the time being is always one ; it contains aboai fifty 
children in winter and twenty in summer, and in 
addition to the above dividends, the master receives 
£8 per annum for keeping the parochial accounts. 
There are two Sunday schools, appertaining re- 
spectively to Calvinistic Methodists and Indepen- 
dents, and affording gratuitous instruction to two 
hundred and ninety persons. The same Mrs. Jones 
bequeathed also the interest of £200, at fodnr per cent, 
for ck>tbing and feeding the poor ; and £50, the in- 
terest to be spent in a least on the 1st of November, 
for the trustees. Dinas^ an andent seat of the family 
of Lloyd, and now in the occupation of a farmer, is 
situaited at a short distanee from the church, upon an 
eminence embracing an extensive and richly varied 
prospect: immediately on the notth^ and almost a«t* 

S'ning the house, is a precipitous and beautiful 
oll^ completely clothed with wood, commanding a 
fine view of the Vale of Irvon, on each side of which 
the country for two or three miles is richly wooded. 
The prc^rietor of Dinas has erected a handsome 
manmn in the parish of St. David's, Brecknock, to 
which he has transferred the name of the original 
seat, and which was completed for his residence in 
18Q6. 

LLANWYDDELAN (LLAN - WYDD- 
£LAN), a parish, in the union of Newtown and 
Llai^idloes, lower division of tiie hundred of New« 
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eoiinty of Montoomert, North WAl^s, 4 

miles (s. 8. w.) from Lfauimr ; containing 517 inhan 

bttanls. This parish, which is situated nearly in Um 

centre of the county, eomprisas about five thousand 

acres of arable and pasture land, for the most part 

in a good state of cultiration ; the rateable annual 

value being returned at £2042. The sur&oe is 

boldly nnddated, and the soil is various ; peat, which 

foroM Che principal inel, is procured in abundance^ 

Tlie manuncture of flamiel is carried on to a small 

extent, affording eoiployment to a portion of the 

inhabitants. The living is a discharged rectory, 

rated in the kinp^'s boc£» at £d. S, 4. ; present net 

in€*otne, £17^ with afi4eb&-ho«tse; patron, Bbhop of 

St» Asaph* The churek, dedicated to St Gvyddelan, 

is an ancient edifice, appropriately fitted up for the 

performance of divine service. There is a place of 

worship for Calvinistic Methodists ; and one -of Mrs. 

BevMi's drculating charity sdiools, intended by about 

60 children, is held in the chnroL Rowkoid Evans 

bequeathed £15, the interest to be appropriated to 

the teaching of children ; and Richard Pryce left 

£112, and the Rev. Mr. Jones £15, Cor the support 

of a charity school, the whole of which, amounting 

to £42, was lent to a peraon who failed ; but the 

parish continues the payment of the interest to a 

master, flnr which four children are instructed. There 

are also two Sun^y schools, conducted gratuitously, 

in one of whidi are 55 males and femalesi who attend 

the Established Church; the other, consisting of 

260, appertains to Calvinistic Methodists. Various 

small charitable donations have been made for the 

benefit of the poor, producing altogether £1 per 

aminm, which is distributed on Easter Monday. 

The Roman road from Caer-Sws to Chester is sup^ 

posed to have passed through the western part of 

the parish, entering through the pass of Bwlch Cae 

Haidd, and proceeding to the Vale of Mochnant, 

where Sir R. Colt Hoare has placed the Mediolanum 

' of Richard's Itinerary. There are also some remains 

of ancient British fortifications, one called Pen*y* 

Gaer, surrounded with an intrendunent, and another 

on the other side of the Roman road, designated 

Lhiest Cerig, or Cameddau; diey appear to have been 

diosen as oommanding the passes of Bwlch Haidd 

and Cevn Cdch, both of which are within view. 

LLANYBYTHER (LLAN-Y-BYDDAR)^ a 
parish, in the union of Lampetes^ higher division 
of the hundred of Cathynog, county of Carmah* 
THEBT, South Wales, 5^ miles (s. w.) from I^m^ 
peter; comprising the northern and southern divi-* 
sions, and containing 1120 inhabitants. This place 
is situated on the road from Lampeter- Porit-Stephen 
to Carmarthen, and on the border of the county ; and 
is hounded on the west and north by Cardiganshire, 
on the north-east by the parisk of Pencarreg^ on the 
sooth by that of LJanmifaangel-Rh6sycorn, on the 
soutk-east by that of Uansawel, and on this souths* 
west by that of Llanllwny. The parisli is extensive, 
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compraing neariy ten diousand acres, of which about 
two thousand are unindosed, and containing a great 
variety of soil and sur£iioe, iacludinfl^ a large portion 
of the country between the rivers leivy and Cothy ; 
the prevailing kinds of timber are fir and young oak, 
and the chief agricultural produce oats and ^rley. 
There is a ridge of high ground crossing the parish 
in the centre from east to west, from which numerous 
streams descend towards die north into the Teivy, 
and southwards into the Cothy ; the latter district 
exhibits many deep glens. A road from Lhuisawel 
to Llandyssiu intersects dhis common, on which 
several camau and monumental stones are visible. 
The village of Llanybythar is rituated on the banks 
of the river Teivy, which is here crossed by a bridge, 
and near the road leading from Lampeter to Car- 
marthen : the parish also contains the village of 
Glanduar and that of Abergorlech, whic^ is situated 
on the southern confines of the parish, some miles 
distant from the villa^j^e of Ltanybyther, and near 
the junction of the river Gorlech with the Cothy, 
from which it derives its name. Fairs are held on 
June 21st, July 17th, and November 1st and 21st. 

The. living is a diseharged vicarage, endowed with 
£600 royal Dounty, and £400 parliamentary grant, 
and in the patronage of the Crown; present net 
income, £117, with a glebe-house; impropriators, 
C. Longcroil and T. Lloyd, Esqrs* : the tithes have 
been commuted far a rent-charge of £230, of which 
£160 are payable to the impropriators, and £70 to 
the vicar, who has also a glebe of 7^ acres, valued 
at £10 per annum. The church, dedicated to St. 
Peter, has recently nndeigone thorough repair, and 
is now comfortably fitted up for the accommodation 
of the inhabitants $ it is 70 feet long, including the 
chancel, which was rebuilt in 1804, and 17 feet 
broad, and contains 168 sittings, nearly the whole 
free. There is also a chapel at Abergorlech, the 
living of which is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£1000 royal bounty^ and in the gift of the Vicar; 
net income, £60. There are two places of worship 
for Independents, and one each for Baptists and 
Methodists. About 55 children of both sexes are 
instructed at the expense of their parents, in two 
day schools, one of which has a lending library at- 
tadied, furnished by the Hon. Mrs. Evans. There 
are also four Sunday schools^ one of whidh, consist- 
ing of 105 males and females, appertains to Baptists, 
aM has an endowment of £2 per annum, bequeadied 
by their late minister ; two others are connected with 
Independents, and one with Calvinistic Methodists, 
and together contain 250 males and females : all are 
oenduoted gratuitously. Opposite the church, and 
at the distance of about half a mile from it, in a 
south-western direction, is an endhmpment, crowning 
a conical hill of considerable elevation, called the 
Gaer, supposed to be of Roman construction. 

LLANYCEVN (LLAN-Y-CEFN), a parish, 
in the union of Naebextii, hundred of Dvkoleddy, 
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county of Pembroke, South Wales, 7 miles (n. 
by w.) from Narberth ; containing 449 inhabitants. 

1 nis place is situated at the eastern extremity of the 
county, where it is bounded by Carmarthenshire, 
which here makes an irregular curve' into this part 
of Pembroke; and at the distance of about two 
mites from the parish, runs the high road from 
Tenby and Narberth to Cardigan. It has the pa- 
rishes of Llandilo and Llangolman on the north, 
those of Llandissilio and Bletherston on the south, 
and that of New Mote on the west, and is watered by 
the Eastern Cleddy, which, after traversing it in 
a southerly direction, joins the western river of the 
same name, to form the great haven of Milford. The 
surface is hilly, and the surrounding scenery is plea- 
singly varied, and enlivened by the winding of the 
Cleddy and some small tributary streams, which 

^'oin that river within the limits of the parish. The 
ands are all inclosed and in a good state of cultiva- 
tion ; and the soil is fertile, producing barley, oats, 
potatoes, and a little wheat : of the rateable annual 
value, the return made amounts to £1281. The liv- 
ing is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 royal 
bounty, ana with £200 parliamentary grant ; present 
net income, £51 ; patron and impropriator. Sir R, P. 
B. Philipps, Bart. The church, built in a mixed style 
of architecture, and repaired in 1841, measures 50 feet 
in length, including tne chancel, and 16 in breadth ; 
and contains 128 sittings, all appropriated. There 
is a day school, in whicn 40 children of both sexes 
are instructed at the expense of their parents. 

LLANYCHAER(LLANEftCH.AUR), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of 
Kemmes, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 

2 miles (s. £.) from Fishguard; containing 207 in- 
habitants. The parish is situated in the northern 
part of the county, upon the river Gwayn, which 
falls into the bay of Fishguard ; the surface is varied, 
and in some parts has a very considerable elevation ; 
and of the lands, about one half is inclosed. The 
surrounding scenery is pleasingly diversified, and 
from the higher grounds are some fine views over 
the adjacent country. Of the rateable annual value 
the return amounts to £503. 8. The living is a 
discharged rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£3. 6. 8., and endowed with £400 royal bounty, and 
£200 parliamentary grant; present net income, £69; 
patron. Rev. James Williams James. The church, 
dedicated to St David, is not distinguished by any 
architectural details of importance. 

LLANYCHAliiRON (LLAN-UWCH-AfiR- 
ON, a parish, in the union of AberaSron, upper 
division of the hundred of Moythen, county of 
Cardigan, South Wales, 11 miles (n. w.) from 
Lampeter ; containing 236 inhabitants* The name 
of this place, signifying <^the church above the 
Aeron," is derived from its situation upon that river, 
which fiills into Cardigan bay, a few miles west- 
north-westward, at Aberaeron. Its surface is richly 
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wooded, forming an agreeable contrast to the rugged 
and barren hills of the surrounding district ; and the 
scenery is finely diversified, coinbining a pleasing 
variety of fertility and luxuriance. Llanychaeron 
House is an elegant modem mansion, delightfully 
situated in the Vale of Aeron, commanding a fine 
view of that river, and embosomed in well-wooded 
grounds, skirted by a small park. The entire lands 
are in a high state of cultivation ; the meadows afford 
rich pasturage ; the cotti^es are neatly and substan- 
tiallv built; and the whole parbh, enlivened by the 
windings of the river Aeron, has a prepossessing ap- 
pearance, scarcely known in other parts of the coun^. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £600 
royal bounty, and £1200 parliamentary grant; net in- 
come, £73; alternate patrons, the fku*lof JLisbumeand 
Major Lewis, the impropriators, whose tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £120. The 
impropriate rectory formerly constituted a prebend 
in the Collegiate Church of Llandewy-Brevi, rated in 
the king's books at £3. 1. 0^. The church, dedi- 
cated to Non, one of the most distinguished female 
saints of Wales, and mother of St David, is a very 
neat edifice, consisting of a nave and chancel, with a 
tower; it is beautifully situated in a Very picturesque 
spot, and was erected at the joint expense of the in- 
habitants, and of Major Lewis, wno built a very 
neat house for the minister, at his own cost, in a 
pleasant situation within a short distance of Llanvch- 
aeron House. There is a day school, in which 
about 35 children of both sexes are instructed at the 
expense of their parents. 

LLANYCHAIARN (LLAN-LLWCH- 
AIARN), a parish, in the union of Aberystwith, 
lower division of the hundred of Ilar, county of 
Cardigan, South Wales, 1 mile (s.) from Aber- 
ystwith; containing 666 inhabitants. This parish 
IS bounded on the west by the bay of Cardigan, and 
on the north and east by the river Ystwith ; and the 
road from Aberystwith to Cardigan passes through 
it from north to south, crossing the Ystwith by a ro- 
mantic bridge, from which there is a fine view up its 
vale, with the remains of the ancient fortress of Llan- 
ychaiam Castle in the foreground. There are some 
pleasinfi^ residences in the parish, the principal of 
which IS Tan-y-Bwlch. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, endowed with £600 royal oounty ; net in- 
come, £97 ; patron and impropriator, J. P. B. Chich- 
ester, Esq. The church, dedicated to St. Llwch- 
aiarn, was erected as a chapel to the rectory of Llan- 
badarn-Vawr, of which parish this formed a portion, 
the inhabitants still contributing to the repair of part 
of the body of that church ; it is an ancient struc- 
ture, delightfully situated on the banks of the river 
Ystwith, being distinguished within by an air of 
neatness and comfort; the porch is a good specimen 
of early English architecture, and there are several 
interesting monuments, including a handsome one to 
die memory of General Davies, who greatly dbtin- 
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g^ished himself in the peninsular war, particularly on 
the plains of Salamanca) and whose remains were depo- 
sited in a vault in the church. At Blaenplwy v, at the 
southern extremity of the parish, is a place of wor- 
ship for CalvinisCic Methodists* A school-house has 
been erected at a place called Chancery, at the cost 
of the inhabitants, in which about 30 children are 
in^ructed at the expense of their parents; and a 
Sunday school, in which are 190 males and 180 fe- 
males, is supported by voluntary contributions of 
Calvinistic Methodists, aided bv small payments from 
the scholars. Llanychaiarn Castle, of which there 
are but few remains, stood on the eastern bank of 
the Ystwith. 

LLANYCHAN (LLAN-HYCHAN) a parish, 
in the union and hundred of Ruthin, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, 3 miles (n. n. w.) from 
Ruthin ; containing 111 inhabitants. This parish, 
which derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St Hychan, who flourished in the fifth 
century, is pleasantly situated nearly in the centre 
of the picturesque Vale of Clwyd. It is of inconsider- 
able size, but in the beauty of its situation, and the 
richness and variety of the surrounding scenery, it is 
not inferior to any spot of the same extent m this 
part of the principality. The lands are all inclosed 
and in a hi^h state of cultivation, and the soil is to- 
lerably fertile ; the rateable annual value being re- 
turned at £960. The manor of Rhos, which is 
within the parish, belongs to the Bishop of Bangor, 
whose steward holds for it a court leet and baron in 
the village at Ektster. The living is a discharged 
rectory, rated in tlie king's books at £7. 17. 6., and 
endowed with £200 royal bounty ; patron, the 
Bishop : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £195; there is a rectory-house; and the 
glebe consists of nearly 9 acres, valued at £14. 14.4. 
per annum. The church, is a small edifice, not 
distinguished by any architectural details of import- 
ance. A Sunday school, attended by 20 males and 
females, is supported by contributions from the clergy 
and the proprietors of land ; and there is a National 
school in union with the adjoining parish of Llan- 
gynhaval. Tlie Rev. Maurice Jones, by will, dated 
and proved in 1735, bequeathed £20 to be laid out 
at interest for the relief of the indigent poor, and if 
no such poor could be found, he directed that such 
interest should be applied towards apprenticing or 
teaching children; and he further left £100, the in- 
terest to be applied either in apprenticing children, 
or relieving clergymen's widows, having always re- 
gard, in the first place, to the parish of Llanychan. 
This charity is called in Gilbert's returns a rent- 
charge, and it is there stated to have been vested in 
Mr. lorke. It I4[)pears that £6 were always paid 
from the decease of the testator until about forty 
•years ago, when Mr. Wynne Yorke, son of the Mr. 
Vorke mentioned by Gilbert, succeeded to his mo- 
ther's property, ana the payment was then discon- 
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tinned. It has always been supposed in the parish 
that it was a charge on a farm called Ponteillen, 
which belonged to the Yorkes ; but the will shews it 
to have been a bequest of money- Sidney Jones, 
in 1746, left a perpetual charity of 20^. a year to the 
poor, which is paid out of a tenement in Tre'r Pare 
Cyfeiliog, and distributed on Good Friday by the 
minister and churchwardens ; and Gilbert also men- 
tions the charities of Reed William Lloyd, in 1757, 
of £10, and of Mrs. Austin of £5; but nothing is 
now known of either of these bequests. 

LLANYCIL (LLAN-Y-CIL), a parish, com- 
prising the market-town of Bala, in tne union of 
Bala, hundred of P£NLL^n, county of MerioN'^ 
ETH, North' Wales, the church being situated 
1 mile (s. w.) from Bala, on the road to Dolgelley; 
and containing, with that town, 2465 inhabitants, 
but exclusively of the town, 1210. The name of 
this place, signifying ** the church in the retreat," is 
probably derived from its retired situation in a se- 
questered part of the county, embosomed in hills, 
and nearly surrounded by mountains. Xhe parish 
extends in length nearly nine miles from Bala lake, 
in a north-westerly direction, and is about four miles 
in breadth, from north-east to south-west. With the 
exception of that part adjacent to the lake, in which 
the town of Bala is situated, the surface is generally 
hilly, and the soil indifferent, consisting diiefly of 
clay and turbary ; but below the town are some fine 
luxuriant meadows^ forming a rich and pleasing vale 
watered by the river Dee, and its first tributary, the 
Treweryn, the latter issuing from a small pool of 
that name in the upper part of the parish, and the 
former having its source immediately above the lake, 
through which it flows; the Treweryn, after pur* 
suing a rapid though devious course through the 
vale, unites with the river Dee previously to its 
leaving the parish. The chief produce is oats and 
barley, with a little wheat; and the wood compre- 
hends oak, ash, and sycamore, and some young plan- 
tations of fir. The mountains, called respectively 
Arenig Vawr and Arenig V^ch, at the bases of which 
are pools abounding with excellent trout, are within 
the limits of the parish ; they exhibit some volcanic 
remains, and indications of lava are discernible in 
many parts of them. Peat, which constitutes the 
principal fuel, is procured in several parts of the 
parish. A large part of the land belongs to Jesus' 
College, Oxford, and the remainder principally to 
Sir W. W. Wynne, who is lord of the manor. The 
village is beautifully situated on the north-western 
•side of Bala lake, commanding a fine prospect over 
that extensive sheet of water, and some pleasing and 
highly picturesque views of the surrounding country, 
and of the lofty mountains in the distance. The 
knitting of stockings is carried on to a very consider- 
able extent, affording employment to many of the 
inhabitants; and fairs are held in the village on 
June 9rd, September 11th, and October 2nd. 

Z 
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The living is a rectory, rated in die king's books 
at £9. 4. 4^. present net income, £252, with a glebe- 
bouse ; patron, Bishop of Su Asaph : the tithes have 
been coromated for a rent^diarge of £319, subject 
to rates, areraging £52, and there is a glebe of 
five acres, valued at £7 per annum. The church, 
dedicated to St. Beuno, an ancient structure, in the 
early style of English architecture, underwent a 
thorough repair in 1828, when it was enlarged by 
the addition of a gallery at tiie west end ; it contains 
250 sittings, of which about 50 are free; among 
several good monuments are some to the fiimilies of 
Lloyd and Anwyl, formerly rectors of the parish : 
in the churchyard are eight fine yew trees of vene* 
t«ble growth. There is a chapel of ease in the town 
of Bala ; and the Independents and Calvinistic Me^ 
thodists have each places of worship. A day school 
in the town, condainitig 75 boys, is partly supported 
by endowment, for which 80 are instructed and 
cM>thed, the rest being paid for by their parents ; the 
master receives a salary of £40 from the Principal 
and Fellows of Jesus' College, together with £6 
arising from the rent of a dwelling-house and garden, 
and £12 from a field of three acres, attached to the 
endowment ; and the college keeps the premises in 
repair and appoints the master. In another school 
about 15 boys and 40 girls are taught at their pa^ 
rents' expense^ There are also seven Sunoay 
schools, conducted by gratuitous teachers ; six of 
which, containing 515 males and 485 females, ap* 
pertain to Calvinistic Methodists, and the others are 
connected with Independents, and consist of 60 males 
and 80 females ; these numbers include most of the 
children attending the day schools, besides many 
adults. Mrs. Margaret Price left £100, directing 
the interest to be applied to the clothing of five men 
and seven women ; and William Price, in 1774, be«- 

Jueathed £100 for clothing people of both sexes, and 
loo for bread to the poor : about £7. 6. 8. in cloth* 
ing, and £d. 18. in bread, the produce of these 
charities, are at Christmas distributed among the 
poor ; as are £3. 7. 6. the produce of Hugh Jones' 
charity at Corwen, and £7, that of Evan Jones' in or 
abont April. Elinor Williams, in 1752, gave £40, 
the interest to be divided annaally among eight poor 
persons; and Edward Meyrick, in 1712, bequeathed 
a rent-charge of £15 for clothing thirty boys of 
North Wales, and a charge of the same amount, the 
use of a house, and three acres of land, to a school^ 
master at this place, for the gratuitous instruction of 
children. 

LLANYCRWYS (LLAN-Y-CRWYS), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Lampeter, ptittly in th« upper 
division of the hundred of Cavo, ana partly in the 
upper division of that of Cathimog, county of Car- 
marthen, South Wales, 4 mites (e. s. e.) from 
Lampeter; containii^ 400 inhabitants. This pariilh, 
which is situated near the river Cothy, and sepa- 
rated from the parish of Caya by the small river 
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Twrcb, which flows near the diurch, isompriaes, in 
addition to an extensive tract of confiioii, a large 
portion of arable and pasture land, inclosed aod in a 
good state of cultivation* The suriaee is Taried, and 
tlie surrounding scenery is agreeably diverdfied ; the 
adjacent country is moantainous, and the Tiewa from 
the higher grounds embrace objects rather ci striking 
boldness tmm of pleasing or picturesque beaaty* 
The soil is fevourable to tbe growth of com and bay, 
of bodi which the lands yield abundant <;rop8 ; the 
principal manure is lime, brooght at oonsiderable 
expense from a great distance. The living ia a per* 
petual curacy, endowed with £600 rojral bounty, aod 
£200 parliamentary grant; net income, £00 ; patroa 
and impropriailor) John Johnes, Esq., whoee dthes 
have been commuted for a rent^haige of £BOy sub* 
ject to rates, averaging £4. 1. 10. per annatD. The 
church, dedicated to 0t David, is not disdnjgiii^^ 
by any architectural details of importance. Tbere is 
a day school, in which about 80 children are in* 
structed at the expense of their parents ; and a Sob-» 
day school, consisting of 90 males and femalea, is 
supported by the inhabitants: both are connected 
with Independents. The Roman road called Sam 
Helen, leading from L&venthtm to the station at 
Llanvair-^ar-y-Bryn, according to Sir R. Colt Hoare» 
passed through the parish, to the left of the churcb^ 
and is discoverable at two places near the small river 
Twrch. At the upper end of the common is a hair* 
stone, about five yards high, fixed upright in the 
ground, with the inscription *'T. Singer;" but 
whether originally placed there as a guide to shep^ 
herds traversing the common, or as a boundary, is 
not known ; the latter is more probable, as it stands 
precisely on the spot where the parishes of Llany* 
crwys and Kellan, and the cotmtieB of Cannartlien 
and Cardigan, join. 

LLANYMOWDDWY (LLAN-Y-MAW^ 
DDWY) a parish, in the union of D6l<»bluet, faua^ 
dred of Talvbont and Mowddwy, ooanty of Mbe** 
loNETH, North Wales, 4 miles (n. e.) from Dinai 
Mowddwy ; containing &22 inhabitafits* This pcuish 
comprises an extensive mountainous tract on tbo 
eastern confines of the oofnnty, bordering on Mont* 
gomeryshire; about 6000 acres are inclosed^ and 
consist of arable and pasture land in nearly equal 
portions. The entire difiPtriet abounds with pie* 
turesaue scenery ; and from the summit of the Aran 
Mowddwy are obtained magnificent prospects tt 
numerous other Wekh mountains, witn the inters 
vening country. The vale, which is of ooasiderabie 
length, has the appearance of a glen or ravine^ and 
is embosomed in vast Ulls, the 4ecHvities of whidb 
are covered with verdure, and afford pasturage to 
great numbers ef young cattle and sheep. The 
vale is so maoh contmcted as scarcely lo leave spao^ 
for a ver^ narrow meadow in iu bottom ; and, in one 
part of It, an opening between the faiUs that inoiase 
It presents a beautiful vista, through wMch is seen 
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the ni^;ed and lofty atimniit of the Araa Mowddwy 
mottotaiD. In several parts of the vale are inters 
apersed groves of small extent, but of luxuriant ap- 
pearance, and above them the hills are covered with 
fine turf to their summits, which are crowned with 
boffgy and peaty lands, affording shelter to multt*- 
tudira of rea groose, and supplying abundance of 
fuel to the inhabitants. The peat is brought from 
hs elevated bed with great difficulty down the de- 
clivities of the hills, which are too steep for a horse, 
in a sledge drawn by men, who, by means of a rope, 
contrive to direct and r^ulate its motion ; but the 

Eractioe is attended with danger from the aocumu- 
tted velocity that the sledge acquires in its descent 
The soil is light and graveUy, producing chiefly bar* 
ley and oats, but the staple commodity of the parish is 
wool : lead is wrought, but not to any great extentt 
and a few of the inhabitants are engaged in procur>- 
ing limestone, whidi is found in great abundance, 
and is generally of a brown colour, and of poor 
quality as manure. The village is situated in the 
Vale of Mowddwy, near the source of the river Dyvi 
or Dovey, which rises in a pool, conteining no fish, 
but abundance of lizards, at the base of a rock called 
Cra% I^lyn Dyvi, under the mountain of Aran Mow^ 
ddwy. The tttmpike<-road from Dinas Mowddwy to 
Bab aiKl Corwen passes through the village, near 
which, at Pumrh^o, is a beautal^l waterfall. A flan« 
Bel factory gives employment to two or three hands; 
and fifurs are held on the first Thursday in March, 
and on the 1^ of October. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
%i £16. 18. 4.; patron, Bishop of St. Asaph: tlie 
tilhes have been cemmated for a rentrcharge of 
£235; aad there is a glebe-house* The charch, 
dedicated to St. Tydecno, is an ancient stirueture, 
in the earlv style of English architecture, and con* 
tains 300 sittings, of which these in the gallery are 
free. There are places of worship for Independents, 
and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. Two day 
schools, oontaining 27 boys and 27 girls, are partly 
supported by an endowment of £l. I8» 4. per an- 
num, being a portion of the interest of a be<|uest of 
£100 left by Thomas Owen for education; and 
there ave several Sunday schools. The produce of 
several charitable donations and bequests, amounting 
to £6. 3., is annually given to the poor ; and a sum of 
20i.9 arising from tlie Kev. Edward Morgan -s bequest, 
in tlie parish of Uangelynin, is distributed among 
those children who can best repeat the Church 
Catechism. Near the source of the river Dovey 
is a strongly impremated chalybeate spring. 

LLA!NYMYNECH, a parish, partly in the huiv- 
dnad^^fCHiBiK, county of DjBMBiGH, North Wales, 
but chiefly in the hundred of Oswssxky, northern 
divdsion of the county of Salop, 6 miles (s. by w.) 
fr^m Oswestry; containing 5Q5 inhabitants. This 

neish oomptises three townships, two of which, 
wynllaaan and Trepneiial^ are jn Salop; in the 
171 



former stands the church, and so near the verge of 
the county that the remains of the fiunous O&^s 
Dyke, now scarcely discernible here, support part 
of the churchyard wall, and divide the village, of 
which the western half skirts Carreghova, the tJiird 
township, which is in a detached portion of Den- 
bighshire. The quality of the soil is various, that 
of the lower lands bordering on the river Vyrnyw 
being a very rich loam, forming excellent meadow 
and pasture land, and that of the upper grounds in 
some places a strong red clay well suited for wheat, 
and in others a light hasel mould yielding abundant 
crops of barley, and the whole interspersed with 
veins of alluvial or calcareous gravel. The moun<» 
tain stream Tanat, descending from the hills through 
a rich vale, forms part of the western boundary to 
the confluence of that river with the Vyrnyw or 
Vyrnwy, one of greater magnitude, which skirts 
the remainder of t£B parish to its eastern angle, and 
unites with the Severn a few miles below ; the east- 
em border of the parish is watered by the Morda, 
a brook that has its source above the town of Os- 
westry ; and the northern boundary is formed by a 
considerable eminence rising gradually westward. 
Here commences the principal limestone range of 
North Wales, originating in an abruptly precipitous 
elevation of 900 feet, and extending northward 
through the country ; the stone is a pearl^oloured 
marble, veined witn red and white streaks, and 
bearing a high polish^ while die lime produced is so 
pure as to 1^ conveyed isar beyond many other in- 
tervening but coarser calcareous strata. Car the finer 
I purposes of plastering, and various works. In these 
imestOBC rocks are found sulphate and carbonate of 
lead, copper, and zinc^ of superior quality, and also 
a green dusty ore of copper, called by the miners 
^'copper malm." The curious ancient mining levels 
callen the Ogov, consists of caverns of unequal form 
and dimensions, connected by veins of ore which 
serve as guides to the miners. A branch of the 
Ellesmere canal from Frankton reaches to this place, 
where it joins the Montgomeryshire canal. A rail- 
way has been formed, expending from the limestone 
rocks for neiirly ^wo miles and a hab^ communicat- 
ing with these canals, of which the latter crosses the 
river Vyrnwy by an aqueduct of five arches, with 
several smaller arches to carry off the water in the 
valley after floods. T^e living is a rectory, valued 
in the king's books at £12. 13. 4.; net income, 
£394; patron, Bishop of St Asaph. A Natiomd 
school has been established. Thomas Baugh, late 
of Denbighshire, bequeathed £i26, the interest of 
wkidi is annually distributed among poor women. 

LLANYNIS (LLAN-YNYS), a parish, in the 
union .and hundred of Builtu, county of iBreck- 
NooK, South Wales, 8^ jniles (w. by a.) from 
Builth; contaiiufig 175 inhabitants. This placode* 
rives a considerab^ degree of interest from its {>rox- 
imity to the scene of Llewelya's death ; and witbia 
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a few yards only from the church was a bridge over 
the Irvon, near which that last royal assertor of his 
country's independence was slain, and of which some 
of the timbers remained in the bank of the river 
until within the last 40 years. Near the summit of 
a hi^h ridge that intersects the parish, the northern 
acchvity of which, to the south of the church, is 
almost precipitous, and covered with wood, are seve- 
ral small artificial terraces or flats, formed probably 
either for encampment or for ambush, from whicn 
there are roads or paths, at nearly equal distances 
from each other, leaaing down the slope to the river ; 
the principal of these roads, which are about 300 
yards apart, led directly to the bridge over the 
Irvon, near which Llewelyn ab Orufydd was slain. 
The parish is situated on the road leading from 
Builth to Carmarthen and Llandovery over the 
Eppynt hills, and bounded on the north by the river 
Irvon, and on the south by a rivulet called Cniddon 
or Knithon; and comprises by computation 2256 
acres, of which 784 are ara|}Ie,. 248 meadow and 
pasture, 402 titheable wood and coppice, 820 waste 
and forest not titheable, and two garcfen ground. The 
surface is very uneven, and in some parts moun* 
tainous ; a long ridge of high land rising near the 
eastern extremity of the parish, extends almost its 
entire length, and terminates in a barren hill on its 
western confines. The scenery is richly diversified, 
and the banks of the Irvon, a stream abounding 
with salmon, trout, and graylings, are finely alter- 
nated with luxuriantly fertile meadows, groves of 
thriving timber, and flourishing plantations. The 
views from the higher grounds extend over a tract 
of country characterised by features of picturesque 
beauty, and combining many objects of interest. 
The soil, especially on the north side, where the 
land is low, and sometimes, after heavy rains, over- 
flowed by the waters of the Irvon, is extremely rich, 
but on the south side it is rather light and barren ; 
the chief produce of the parish is wheat, barley, oats, 
peas, and various kinds of live stock ; and the pre- 
vailing timber is oak and ash, interspersed with 
birch, hazel, black and white thorn, and alder, to 
which have lately been added some plantations of 
fir: the rateable annual value of the parish is re- 
turned at £928. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 0. 7^. ; patron, Bishop of Sf 
David's : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £103; and there is a glebe of three acres, 
valued at £7 per annum. The church, situated in 
a fine fertile plain on the south bank of the Irvon, 
was rebuilt in 1806, and is a neat edifice, consisting 
of a nave and chancel measuring 70 feet in length 
and 24 in breadth. A tenement, named Tir Twppa, 
in the parish, was charged by Howel Lewis, of Blaen 
Dihonwy, in 1674, with the payment of twenty shil- 
lings annually to the poor of Llanynis, and also with 
a like sum to those of Maesmynis. Thomas Lewis^ 
172 



supposed to have been a brother of Howel, be- 
queathed, in 1675, a tenement called Pen-y-Rhiw, 
adjoining Tir Twppa, to the poor of the two parishes, 
in equal portions ; and a moiety of the present an- 
nual income arising from this tenement, amounting 
to £15, is distributed, according to the will of the 
testator, by the minister and officers of this parish. 

LLANYNYS (LLAN-YNYS), a parish, pardy 
in the hundred of Isaled, but chiefly in that of 
Ruthin, union of Ruthin, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales, 7 miles (w.) from Mold; containing 
749 inhabitants. This parish, which is situated on 
the river Clwyd, and is intersected by the mail-road 
leading from Ruthin to Denbigh, extends nearly 
eight miles in length, and 1^ mile in mean breadtii; 
the ground is mountainous, and the soil, though 
shallow and unproductive on the more elevated parts, 
is tolerably fertile in the inclosed lands, and produces 
chiefly wheat and barley. The surrounding scenery 
is picturesque and occasionally beautiful, and the 
course of the river Alyn throug'h the fields, which 
are in some places sprinkled wiui trees of Jarch and 
young oak, imparts to the neighbourhood a pleasing 
and cheerful appearance. In addition to the old in- 
closures, a few hundred acres of waste land were 
allotted under the provisions of an act obtained in 
1803; of the remaining wastes, nearly the whole is 
mountainous. The parish contains some lead-mines: 
about two-thirds of it, the portion without the 
borough of Ruthin, are returned of the rateable 
annual value of £3506 ; and the other third, within 
the borough, at £1753. Plas Einws, an ancient 
mansion, occupies a pleasant situation, and forms an 
agreeable object in the scenery of the place. Bfich- 
ymbyd, a fine seat belonging to Lord Bagot, which 
an ancestor of his lordship's acquired by marriage 
with an heiress of the family of Salusbury, is also m 
the parish, and exhibits in that portion of the de- 
mesne bordering on the road some beautiful chestnut 
trees, that have acquired a very laive growth. Here 
are also the seats of Colomend^ and OTan'ravon. 

The living consists of a rectory and a vicarage, 
with the perpetual curacy of Cyfeiliog annexed to 
the latter : the rectory, which is a sinecure, rated in 
the kin^s books at £26. 13. 6., is annexed to the 
bishopric of Bangor, in lieu of mortuaries ; the vicar- 
age, rated at £8w 13. 4., is of the net annual value 
01 £415, with a glebe-house, and in the patronage 
of the Bishop. The tithes are divided between tne 
bishop and the vicar, of whom the former has two- 
thirds, and the latter one-third, together with the 
tithes of pigs, geese, &c., exclusively ; and the whole 
have been recently commuted for a rent-diarge of 
£1015, whereof a sum of £666. 13. 4. is payable to the 
bishop, and £348. 6. 8. to the vicar, who has also a 
glebe, &C., of three acres, valued at £20 per annum* 
The church, dedicated to St. Saern, and situated 
within a small distance of the river, was rebuilt 
about 60 years ago, and contains gratuitous accoui'- 
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modation for 200 persons* There are three Sunday 
schools^ in one of which, supported by the bishop 
and vicar, are 25 males and lemales, wno attend the 
Established Church ; the other two appertain to dis- 
senters, and afford instruction to 70. Several cha- 
ritable donations, amounting in the ags^regate to 
£2r7, have been made to the poor. Of this amount 
£20, left by John Davies, have been lost ; and the 
benefaction table records the gift of £50 from some 
person unknown, of which the Parliamentary Com- 
missioners for inquiring concerning charities could 
obtain no account On a tombstone in the church- 
yard, the bequest of Mrs. Frances Roberts, who 
died in 1754, is stated to have been £100, whereas 
the table in the church records her donation as 
only £60. These reductions considerably lessen the 
amount of the fund, which on the other hand is 
slightly augmented by two rent-charges, value £2. 4., 
on a plot of land called Hir-ddol, and a farm named 
x^latt" V— ward 

LLANYRE, or LLANHlR (LLAN-HlR), 
a parish, in the union and hundred of Rhaiadr, 
coaoty of Radnor, South Wales, 5 miles (n.) 
from Builth, on the road to Rhaiadr ; containing 746 
inhabitants. This parish, anciently called Llanllyr-ar- 
Rhos, is situated between the rivers Wye and«Ithon, 
by the former of which it is bounded on the west, 
and by the latter on the east It extends five miles 
in length and about two miles and a half in breadth, 
and comprises a large tract of arable and pasture 
land, by fiEur the greater portion inclosed ; it is divided 
into two townships or hamlets, Cilgu and Trawscoed. 
The surrounding scenery is generally pleasing, the 
banks of the rivers being in some parts richly orna- 
mented with wood. The living is a vicarage, not in 
chaise, annexed to the vicarage of Nantmel : the 
church, dedicated to All Saints, is an ancient edifice, 
consisting of a nave and chancel, and is not remark- 
able for any architectural details. There are places 
of worship for Baptists and Wesleyan Methodists at 
Newbridge, on the western border of the parish. 
About 30 children are instructed in a day scnool at 
the expense of their parents; and there are two 
Sunday schools, conducted gratuitously, in one of 
which are six males and females, who attend the 
Established Church; the other appertains to Bap- 
tists, and consists of about 20 males and 30 females. 
John Davies of Coed Glasson, bequeathed, in 1718, 
a rent-charge of £2, which is distributed about 
Christmas among such poor as do not receive 
parochial relief; hut other charities that produced 
£2. 10. per annum, have been lost since 1766. 
Within the limits of the parish is a house called 
Cwm, on the farm attached to which, about two 
miles north-east of Llandrindod wells, are the re- 
mains of a Roman camp, which, however, are in- 
cluded in the adjoining parish of Llanvihangel-Hel- 
ygen, and are described under the head of Uadnor- 
shire. 
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LLANYSTYNDWY (LLAN-YSTUM- 
DWY), a parish, in the union of Pwllheli, hun- 
dred of EivioNYDD, Eivionydd division of the county 
of Carnarvon, North Wales, 7 miles (n.e. by e.) 
from Pwllheli; containing 1241 inhabitants. This 
parish, of which the name signifies the church on 
the windings of the river Dwy, is pleasantly situ- 
ated on the northern shore of Cardigan bay, and on 
the turnpike-road leading from Pwllheli to Tremadoc; 
and is bounded on the north by the parishes of 
Llanvihangel-y-Pennant and Dolbenmaen, on the 
east by that of Criccieth, and on the west by that of 
Llaiiarmon. It comprises by computation about 
6200 acres, of which 2500 are arable, the same 
number pasture, 1000 woodland, and 200 waste or 
common ; the land, which gradually rises from the 
bay, is plentifully wooded, and commands fine views 
of the sea and of a great variety of beautifully pic- 
turesque scenery in the vicinity, which is enlivened 
by some handsome seats, forming interesting fea- 
tures in the landscape : the rateable annual value of 
the parish is returned at £4324. 12. Of the seats 
the principal is Plas Hen, an ancient family man- 
sion, celebrated as having been the residence of Sir 
Howel y Vwyall, who attended the Black Prince to 
the field of Poictiers, and is said to have taken the 
French king prisoner in the battle fought there. 
Another old mansion is Abercain, formerly the resi- 
dence of the Vauffhans, lineal descendants of Coll- 
wyn ap Tango^ of one of the fifteen tribes of Wales. 
Gw^nvryn and Trevan, also in the parish, are both 
elegant houses, and noted for the frequent and san- 

f quinary feuds maintained between their respective 
ords, towards the close of tlie fifteenth century. 
The village, which is small, but has a very pretty 
appearance, is situated in a fine vale watered by the 
Dwy, the largest river in the county, and over 
which a neat bridge of three arches has been erected 
near it A fair is held on April 1 7th. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £l 1. 8. if. ; patron. Bishop of Bangor : uie tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £485. 
The church, dedicated to St John the Baptist, and 
nearly rebuilt in 1819, is a handsome edifice, very 
neatly fitted up, consisting of a nave, chancel, and 
north and south aisles, and measures 90 feet in 
length and 30 in breadth ; the north aisle was erected 
by Mrs. Priestly, and the late Ellis Nanney, £^., 
of Gwynvryn, under the sanction of a faculty. The 
Rev. Ellis Anwyl Owen, A.M., the rector, has en- 
dowed the living with five acres of good land, on 
which he has built an excellent parsonage-house. 
There are places of worship for Anabaptists, Inde- 
pendents, and Calvinistic Methodists. A National 
school was established in 1819, for the gratuitous 
instruction of children ; and a school-house was built 
with funds that had accumulated from the rectory 
during the period for which it was held by Dr. 
Hughes, Canon Residentiary of St Paul's, London, 
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under a dispensation. The building, thougli small, 
is very neat, substantial, and commodious, and situ- 
ated in the village^ on land given for the purpose by 
the late Sir Thomas Mostyn ; and there are at pre* 
sent 80 children in the school, which is partly sup- 
ported by the funds above-noticed, amounting to 
^00, and the rent of a field let at £8 per annum, 
both the ffift of Dr. Hughes, and a bequest of £220, 
by Ellis Nanney, Esq., in 1819, the whole vested 
in the three and a half per cent, stock ; the master 
receives a salary of £35 per annum, and the mistress 
£3 for teaching 12 girls. There are four Sunday 
schools, appertaining to dissenters, in which 170 
males and females are taught gratuitously. The 
Rev. John Jones, in 1690, bequeatiied £50 in money, 
the interest to be distributed among ten people not 
receiving parochial relief; which sum, with £10 left 
by Robert Owen, was expended in erecting six 
bouses, now occupied by poor families put in by the 
parish. A person unknown left £lOO, m trust to the 
owner of Plas Hen, the interest of which, £5, is now 
paid by the possessor of the property, the Hon. 
Edward Mostyn Lloyd Mostyn, of Mostyn Hall, 
and is given to 20 of the poorest inhabitants, accord- 
ing to the will of the donor; and Thomas Pritcfaard, 
in 1720, bequeathed £10 to the poor, which re- 
mained in the hands of the late parish-clerk, since 
whose death nothing has been paid. The late Wil- 
liam Ellis^ collector and coast officer at Conway, 
bequeathed by will, in 1814, the interest of £1000 
4»nsol!dated three per cent annuities, after the death 
of his daughter, born in 1791, to be expended an- 
nually in purchasing clothing and other necessaries 
for twelve of the poorest persons of the parish, where 
he was bom. 

LLANYVYDD <LLAN.NEFYDD), a pa. 
rish, in the union of St. Asaph, hundred of Isaled, 
county of Denbigh, North Wales, 7 miles (n. w. 
by w.) from Denbigh; containing 1196 inhabitants. 
This parish derives its name from the dedication 
of its church to St. Nevydd, one of the daighters 
of Brychan Brycheiniog, who flourisfaed about the 
middle of the nfth century. It is pleasantly sitn- 
aded in the north-western part of the county, and 
near the river Elwy, whioi, after traversing the 
parish in a north and east direction for a consider- 
able distance, hih into the river Clwyd% It is 
bounded on the north by the parishes of St. Asaph 
and Abergele, towards the south by those of Heollan 
mid Llansannan, and on the west by that of Llanvair- 
Talhaim; and comprises 10,500 acres, of which 4000 
are woodland, 500 common) and the remakider 
nearly equally divided between surable and pasture. 
The surface is varied, rising in some parts into Ufty 
emineaces ; the surrounding scenery, though in some 
points pleasingly picturesque, is rather of a Imld and 
striking ciharacter; and toe views over the adjacent 
country combitte many features of interesting aspect 
The lands are inclosed and cultivated, and the seil, 
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which is in general gravelly, is fertile and prodao^ 
tive, especially on the lower grounds, producing all 
kinds of erain of good quality : the rateable annnal 
value has Deen returned at £4153. The inkabitants 
are principally employed in agriculture; and fiiirs 
are held annually on March 18&, May 12th, August 
14th, and November 20th. 

The parish constitutes a prebend annexed to die 
chancellorship in the Cathedral Church of St. Asaph, 
rated in the king's books at dE87. 13. 4., and in the 
gift of the Bishop of St. AsapL The living' is a 
discharged vicarage, rated in the king's books at 
£10; present net income, £228; patron, the Biahop. 
The church, dedicated to St Nevydd, contains aboat 
700 sittings, of which 60 are free. A day school, 
containing about 30 boys and 20 girls, is partly sup- 
ported by an allowance from the parishioners of JtB 
per annum, arising from a tenement, towards the 
instruction of 12 poor children; the rest are paid 
for by their parents. There are also three Sunday 
schools, in two of which, appertaining to Baptists, 
are about 120, and in the other, to Calvinisdc Me- 
thodists, are from 200 to 240, males and females, 
who are taught gratuitously. There are three smaD 
rent-charges, the property of the poor ; viz« one of 
20». p#r annum, created by the will of Pierce Owen, 
in 1654, and paid out of a fieum called Penygaer; 
fmother of 40s., the bequest of Maurice ab Sion, in 
1717, derived from some land named Tan'ronnen; 
and the third of the same amount, given by Evan 
Hughes, in 1 729, and issuing from a plot of ground 
designated VoeL Besides these, a tenement and 
about ten acres of land were purchased, in 1731, 
with £115, the bene&ctioDs of various persons, and 
now produce a rental of £9 per annum. Several 
further bequests in aid of the poor have also been 
made : among others, Ambrose Wynne, in 1671, Mit 
£50, and Mrs. Anne Foulkes, in 1740, and Mrs; 
Jane Wynne, in 1751, bequeathed each £20 ; but 
some of the early donations have been la&t^ and it is 
stated in Gilbert's Parliamentary Return of 1786, 
that £48 out of £l€3, the gifts of thirteen beiie6uy 
tors ^ whose names are recorded en a stone tablet in 
the nortli aisle of the church), are also unaccounted 
for. 

LLANYWERN (LLAN-Y-WERN), a parish, 
in the hundred of Pekcelly, mion and oovn^ cdF 
Bit£CKNacK, SocTTH Wal£s, S^ miles (c.) from 
Brecknock; containing 115 inhabitants. The name 
of this place, properly Llan^y-Owern, signifying 
^the church oi the alder grove," appears to have 
been derived from the srtuation of tne village in a 
traet ol moist grosmd, favourable to the growth of 
those trees, for the number and luxuriance of whidi 
tike neighbourhood was distinguished. The lands 
and tithes of the parish, with a manorial right, wiere, 
by charter of Bernard Newmarch, bestowed upon the 
monks of the priory of St. John, at Brecknock, and 
subsequently confirmed to them by two succesBiwe 
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charters of Roger, Earl ef Hereford. To tbk cir- 
dunatance is attributable the name of Monkton^ by 
wbiok it is designated in several ancient deeds; and 
also tbe names of some estates within its limits, 
of wkich one, called Waun*yrMyna(^ or '^ Monks' 
meadow," became the property of David Lloyd, 
fisq. By a charter of Uenry I., granted in 1 11^7 to 
tiie abbey of Batde, in the county of Sussex, of 
which the priory of St. John was a cell, the inhabit* 
ants of this place still claim the privilege of exemp- 
tioo from the payment of tolls throughout the king- 
dom. On the dissolution of the priory, the appro- 
priated estates became vested in the crown, and 
were sold tithe-free to various individuals, who, vo- 
luntarily subscribing to the support of a minuter, 
acquired the right of nomination to the living. 

The parish, which is of small extent, is bounded 
on the north by the parish of Llanvillo, on the 
aouth by that of Llanhamll^h, on the east by that of 
Lflanvihangel-Talyllyn, and on the west by Bredc- 
nock ; the land, tlie soil of which is loamy, is divided 
between arable and pasture, with a portion of wood, 
and produces wheats barley, oats, and hay : the po« 
pulation is exclusively agricultural ; and of the rate- 
able annual value, the return amounts only to £723. 
The village, which appears to have been formerly of 
greater extent than at present, is situated within a 
quarter of a mile to the left of the turnpike-road 
leading from Bredmock, through Llanvihangel-Tal- 
yllyn, to Talgarth; and the surrounding country, 
though not distinguished by any striking peculiarity 
of features, is characterised by the pleasingly varied 
soener}' that prevails generally in this part of the 
principality. The livmg is a perpetual curacy, en- 
dowea with £600 royal bounty; net income, £81: 
the Bishop of St. David's presented on the two last 
vacancies, previously to wkich the advowson was 
understood to belong to the freeholders within the 
parish, who contribute £4. 10. per annum towards 
the stipend of the incumbent. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Mary, is a small ancient edifice, appro- 
priately accommodated to the use of the parishioners^ 
out possessing no architectural details of importance: 
tbroufi^h the exertions of the curate it has been lately 
ceileo, flagged, and pewed, and a free place erected 
in it. Mr. Watkin Frees, in 1781, bequeathed a 
rent-charge of ten diiUings upon a field named Clos 
Penyglan, which is annually distributed on Good 
Friiuiy among the poor. At the north-western ex<^ 
reroity of the common called Waun-y-Geivr, now 
inclosed, are the remains of a small cromlech. 

LLANYWERN (LLAN-Y-WERN), a hao^^ 
let, in the parish of LLANDBVAiLod-TBE'R-GRAio^ 
hundred of Pencblly, county of Baxcknock, 
South Wales, 5 miles (e.) from Brecknock: the 
population is included in the return for the parish of 
Llangorse. 

LLAWRTLLAN, a hamlet^ in the parish of 
Llanvechell, hundred of TlLYBOLiONy county of 
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Anglesey, North Wales, 6^ miles (w. by s.) 
from Amlwch : the population is returned with the 
parish. A small stream, issuing from a lake in the 
adjoininpr parish of Llanvlewyn, flows through this 
hamlet into the bay of Cemmaes : on the opposite 
side of the stream is a remarkable cromlecn, now 
prostrate. 

LLAY (LLAI), a hamlet, in that part of the 
parish of Gresford which is in the nundred ol 
Bromfield, county of Denbigh, North Wales, 
5 miles (n. by w.) from Wrexham; containing 539 
inhabitants. It is situated near the left bank of the 
river Alyn, and on the border of Flintshire ; and the 
rateable annual value is returned at £3536. Ofla's 
Dyke passes between it and that river. 

LUCH, with Llan and Llwyn, a township, 
in the parish of Llanrhaiadr-in-Kinmerch, 
hundred of Isaled, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales, 2 miles (s.) from Denbigh: the population 
is included in the return for the parish. Courts 
leet and baron, with view of frankpledge, are held 
for the manors of Ll^h and Llan, which belong to 
the Bishop of Bangor, at the village of LlanrhaiMr ; 
the steward of the oisbop presides. The road from 
Denbigh to Ruthin passes through the hamlet. 

LLfeCHCYNVARWYDD (LLftCH-GYN- 
FARWY), a parish, in the hundred of LLYVoNy 
union and county of Anglesey, North Wales, 
the church being 3 miles (s. w.) from Llanerchy- 
medd; containing 396 inhabitants. This parish, which 
derives its* name from the dedication of its church to 
Cynvarwy, an eminent British saint, who flourished 
towards the close of the seventh century, is situated 
in the western portion of the island, on the road 
leadinjr from Llanerchymedd to the old line of road 
to Holyhead. It extends to the former of these 
towns, and comprehends a very large tract of land, 
of which the greater portion is inclosed and culti^ 
vated. The surface is boldly undulated, rising in 
some parts into considerable eminences; and the 
higher grounds command extensive prospects over 
the surrounding country. The soil is of a poor 
argillaceous quality, ana produces chiefly oats, with 
a small proportion of wheat and barley. The living 
is annexed to the rectory of Llantrisaint: the churc% 
supposed to have been originally founded about the 
year 630, is a small edifice, consisting of a nave and 
south transept, which is the property of the Bddor^ 
ran family ; it contains about 120 sittings, half free. 
Within the limits of the parish the Rev. H. W. Jones^ 
rector, in 1826, built a handsome panonage-house, 
which, with fifteen acres of land, his private property^ 
he has given to the benefice ; he has also made greai 
improvements in the church at bis own expense. 
There is a place of worship for Wesleyan Metho^ 
diets ; and a National school, situated in the town of 
Llanerchymedd, in tbe parkh^ comisenced in 181^ 
contains about 60 boys and 50 girls, and is partly 
supported by subscription from ue dergy and laity 
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of the neighbourhood, out of which the master is 
paid a salary of £16 per annum, besides which he 
receives a penny weekly each from 60 of the chil- 
dren. Mrs. Margaret Wynne bequeathed a portion 
of land, called Clwch Bach, consisting of 48| acres, 
producing a rent of £25 per annum, the produce to 
DC appropriated to the support of an indigent and 
aged woman, selected by the owner of the mansion- 
house of Tre'r Ddol, in the parish ; and Mrs. Ca- 
therine Roberts left £50 in money, for the support of 
two poor housekeepers, which sum has been lent on 
mortgage to the trustees of the Shrewsbury and 
Holyhead road, and the interest, £2. 10., is distri- 
buted according to the will of the testatrix. Nothing 
is now known of the disposition of a bequest of £10, 
by Jane Lewis, in 1786, though then in the hands of 
the churchwardens. The parish is also entitled to 
send two men to the almshouses at Beaumaris, 
founded under the will of David Hughes ; and the 
privilege is exercised accordingly, two of the in- 
mates being from this place. In a field adjoining 
ttie church is an upright stone, called Maen Llech- 
gwenvarwydd, which is more than nine feet high, 
and appears to be of great antiquity. 

LLfeCHRHtD (LLfeCHRYD), a parish, in 
the lower division of the hundred of Troedvraur, 
union and county of Cardigan, South Wales, 
3 miles (s. e.) from Cardigan ; containing 397 inha- 
bitants. This place is W some historians supposed 
to have been the scene of'^ a sanguinary engagement 
that took place between Rh^s ab Tewdwr, sove- 
reign of South Wales, and the three sons of Bledd- 
yn ab Cynvyn, who, in a previous insurrection, had 
compelled that sovereign to seek refuse in Ireland. 
Rh^s, returning thence, in 1067, with a powerful 
army to recover possession of his dominions, landed 
on the neighbounng coast, and was met at a place 
called Llechryd by the sons of Bleddyn, who resolved 
to give him battle before his army should be increased 
by the number of his friends that were hastening to 

{*oin him; and an obstinate and severe battle was 
lere fought, in which the sons of Bleddyn were 
totally defeated, and two of them slain on the field. 
A place of this name in Radnorshire has been gene- 
rally reputed the scene of this engagement, to which 
opinion Mr. Jones, the historian of Brecknockshire, 
has afforded some negative sanction by deriving its 
name from a stone that may have been raised there 
to the memory of Riryd, one of Bleddyn's sons, who 
fell in the encounter. But there are numerous cir- 
cumstances that conspire to give the greater de- 
gree of probability to the former opinion, among 
which, the situation of Llechrh^d in Cardiganshire, 
in the direct route of this sovereign's march through 
his own territories, where he might reasonably ex- 
pect the assistance of his iriends, in his progress 
towards the seat of his government at Dynevor, or 
Carmarthen, is not the least important 
The parish is pleasantly situated on the northern 
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bank of the river Teivy, which is navifirable for small 
vessels to Ll^chrh^^d bridge, an ancient structure 
mantled with ivy, and forming a truly interesting 
feature in the scenery of the place : it is bounded on 
the east by the parish of Llandygwydd, and on the 
west by that of Llangoedmore ; and comprises by 
computation 636 acres, of which 240 are arable, 
16 meadow, 230 pasture, and 150 woodland; the 
whole, except the last, subject to both great and 
small tithes in kind. The country in every direc- 
tion is remarkable for its beautiful scenery, which, 
perhaps, is not surpassed by that of any other por« 
tion of the principality, and w*hich is much indeoted 
to the picturesque Teivy, a river celebrated for its 
fine salmon. Coedmore, the seat of the lord of the 
manor, is a modern residence delightfully situated, 
and commanding many fine views, among which is 
one embracing the ruins of Kilgerran Castle, in the 
county of Pembroke. The parish also contains the 
villi^es of Ll^chrh^d and Llechrh^d Issa ; the former 
on the turnpike-rc^ from Cardigan to Newcastle- 
Emlvn, along which, for the last seven years, the 
roytd mail has passed and repassed daily trom Car- 
digan, through Newcastle - Emlyn, to Carmarthen. 
The inhabitants derive a considerable profit from 
the drying of salmon ; of which great quantities are 
taken in the river ; and many hands were formerly 
employed in an extensive manufiictory of tin plates, 
but it has been discontinued for some years, and 
the buildings have been demolished, on the site of 
which Lewes Gaver, Esq., has recently built a set 
of splendid stables, ornamented with a high tower, 
containing a turret-clock. Ll^chrh^d, though now 
a parish of itself, was, it is said, formerly only a 
chapelry in Llangoedmore; but no record of such 
connexion can now be traced. The living is a per- 
petual curacy, endowed with £1200 royd bounty; 
net income, £131; joint patrons, T. Lloyd, Esq^ 
Mrs. Lloyd, and C. R. Longcroft, Esq^ the im- 
propriators, whose tithes have been commuted for 
a rent-charge of £36. 6., subject to rates, averaging 
£1. 6. per annum. The church, dedicated to the 
Holy Cross, is an ancient edifice, lately much im- 
proved through the exertions of the incumbent, the 
Rev. James Owen, by whom a subscription was 
raised for the purpose, to which he himself liberally 
contributed ; nearly all the sittings are free. There 
are places of worship for Calvinistic Methodists and 
Independents ; the latter said to have been originally 
built by Major Wade, an officer under Oliver 
Cromwell. There is a day school under the super- 
intendence of the incumbent, the master of wnich 
is paid partly by subscription, and partly by Mrs. 
Bevan's chanty ; about 60 children attend. Two 
Sunday schools, also^ are conducted gratuitously by 
the dissenters, in each of which are about 160 males 
and females* 

LLfeCHVAEN (LLftCH-VAN), a hamlet, 
forming the upper division of the parish of Llam* 
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HAMLLftcH in the hundred of Pkmcelly, county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 2 miles (b. by s.) 
from Brecknock; containing 113 inhabitants. The 
present name of this place has a tautological mean- 
ing, being literally the << stony stone," corrupted from 
the ancient etymoWy, signifying the <* upright or 
lofty stone.^ It is situated on the southern declivity 
of the Allt Ronwy mountain, and near the left bank 
of the Bn^nych brook, which falls into the Usk 
about a mile lower down. A bridge here crosses the 
Usk, and another the Brecknock canal, which passes 
nearly contiguous, and just below is conveyed to the 
right bank of the river by an aqueduct of four 
arches. The Hay railway, from Brecknock to King- 
ton and Elardisley in Herefordshire, has been carried 
through this hamlet, a little to the south of the 
village of Ll^hvaen. Here was formerly a diapel 
of ease to the mother church of Llanhamllech, which 
fell down about a century ago, and has not since 
been rebuilt, owing to the latter being sufficiently 
capacious, and centrally situated, so as to accommo- 
€tate the inhabitants of all parts of the parish. The 
Roman Via Julia Montana anciently traversed the 
hamlet, in its approach to ,the Gaer near Breck- 
nock, from the station in the parish of Llanvihangel- 
Cwmdii. 

LLfeCHWETHER f LLfeCHWEDDOR), with 
Clawddmadoc, a township, in the parish of Llan- 
WRTYD, union of Llandovery, hundred of Builth, 
county of Brecknock, South Wales, 11 miles 
w. by 8.) from Builth ; containing 297 inhabitants. 
t is situated, as the name implies, on the southern 
declivity of a barren hill, near the left bank of the 
river Irvon, the vale of which is much admired for 
its picturesque scenery : the rateable annual value 
has been returned at £1177. There are some mine- 
ral sprines within its limits, which have acquired 
consideraole celebrity for their anti-scorbutic qua- 
lities ; and Dolycoed House has been recently fitted 
up for the accommodation of the visiters. There is 
a bequest producing £12 per annum for the instrtic- 
tion of poor children of Ll^chwether and Clawdd- 
madoc. 

LLiCHYLCHED (LLfeCH-YLCHED), a 
parish, in the hundred of Llyvon, union and county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, 7 miles (s. e. by e.) 
from Holyhead; containing 618 inhabitants. This 
place is situated in the south-western part of the 
island, on the road from Bangor to Holyhead, and is 
bounded on the north by the parish of Bodedem, on 
the south by that of Llanvaelog, on the east by that 
of Ceirchioe, and on the west by .that of Llanvi- 
hangel-yn*Howyn. It comprises by computation 
1591 acres, the whole of which is arable with the 
exception of a little pasture ; it is entirely rural and 
agricultural, containing only a few farm-houses and 
cottages, and the chief stream is a rivulet called 
Avon Crigyll. The living is annexed to the rectory 
of Llanbeulan. The church, a small edifice dedi- 
VoL, II.— 177 



i 



cated to St. Ylched, is situated in a marshy valley ^ 
watered by a stream that falls into the bay of Car- 
narvon, and in the midst of scenery of an unprepos- 
sessing and dreary character, close by the road to 
Holyhead ; it is a neat building capable of accom- 
modating about 400 persons. A new church, how- 
ever, much more conveniently and pleasantly situated, 
has lately been erected in the village of Br^ngwran, 
which is used in lieu of the old edifice, and contains 
350 sittings, of which 250 are free. There are places 
of worship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic 
Methodists. A National school for the instruction 
of children of this and the adjoining parishes, esta- 
blished in 1829, contains fifty children of both sexes, 
and is partly supported by subscription, and partly 
by payments from the parents; and there are four 
Sunday schools, attended by 260 males and females. 
Two benefactions amounting to £11, principally by 
an unknown donor, have been lost to the poor. 

LLEDROD ISAV (LLETHR-Y-TROED), 
a township, in the parish of Llanvihangel Lled- 
ROD, union of TrI^garon, upper division of the 
hundred of Ilar, county of Cardigan, South 
Wales, 9 miles (s. s. e.) from Aberystwith ; con- 
taining 649 inhabitants. The small river Wyra 
passes through it, and fidls into the sea at Llan- 
rh^stid. 

LLEDROD UCHAV (LLETHR-Y- 
TROED), a township, in the parish of Llanvihang- 
el-Lledrod, union of Tregaron, upjper division 
of the hundred of Ilar, county oi Cardigan, 
South Wales, 9 miles (s. e.) from Aberystwith ; 
containing 501 inhabitants. The parochial church 
stands at the foot of the western declivity of a high 
and dreary common, and near the source of a small 
rivulet called the Wyra. Several tumuli are observ- 
able on the adjacent hills ; and there is a chalybeate 
spring, formerly much regarded for its sanatory pro- 
perties. 

LLEWESOG, with Trevydd-Bychain, a 
hamlet, in the parish of Llanrhaiadr-in-Kin- 
MERCH, hundred of Isaled, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales, 3 miles (s. by e.) from Denbigh : 
the population is included in the return for the pa- 
rish. Formerly a joint assessment was made for this 
place and that of Trevydd-Bychain for the support 
of their poor, but now there is a general assessment 
for the parish. 

LLOWES, a parish, in the union of Hax, hun- 
dred of Painscastle, county of Radnor, South 
Wales, 8 miles (w.) from Hay; containing 390 
inhabitants. Thb place is situated at the southern 
extremity of the county, on the bank of the river 
Wye, by which it is separated from the parish of 
Llanigan, in Radnorshire ; and is boimded on the 
north oy the parish of Llanddewi-Vach, towards the 
east by that of Clyro, and on the south-west and 
west by that of OlHsbury ; it comprises by computa- 
tion about 2500 acres, o/^whidi 2000 are inclosed, and 
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consist of pasture and arable land, and tUe remainder 
is wood and mountain, the latter £ready predominat- 
inj?. The sunounding scenery is pleasinely diver* 
sified, and in some parts picturesque ; and Uke higUer 
grounds comanand interesting views of tl>e adiacent 
couoftry. The soil is a ceddisb earth, promieii^ 
chiefly grain, and grass for bay ; and ki^e flocks of 
sheep and Herefordshire cattle are grazed on the 
high lands. Tmvelley, an andeni moasion, and 
Brynyrhydd, a modern residence, are within the 
parish, winch also contains the vilk^e of Llowes and 
the hamlet of Moity, the former situated on a levd 
ground near tlie Wy^, surrounded by mountain scen- 
ery : the lower lands are ornamented with trees of 
oak, elm, &c., and with the windings of the riv^r. 
The living is a dischai^ed vicarage, with the per- 
petual curacy of Llanddewi-Vaoh annexed, rated in 
the king's books at £8. 10^; present net income, £132 ; 
patron and appropriator. Archdeacon of Brecknock. 
The church, dedicacted to St. IVf eiUg, is an ancient 
structure, consifiting of a nave and chancel, and ap- 
pears to have un^gone extensive alterations and 
repairs, principally m the later style lof English 
architecture; it is 81 feet ,in length tmd 24 in 
breadth, and contains about 250 sittings of which 
60 or 70 are free. A National school, established in 
1830, containft about 40 children of both sexes, and 
is partly supported by subscriptions amounting to 
£20 per annum, And partly by payments from the 
parents. Mrs. Susannah Howarth, in 1704, be- 
queathed a rent-charge of 10«., the produce of which 
was annually distributed in bread among the poor ; 
but no payment has been made on account of this 
charity for many years. 

LLWYDCOED, a hamlet, in the parish of 
Aberdare, upper division of the hundred of Mifi- 
KiN, county of GxamorcGAiK, South Wales, ^ 
miles (s. w.) from Merthyr-Tydvil : the population is 
returned with the parish. It occupies the upper tpor*- 
tion of the parish, in which there are numenrous coal 
and iron works, and the inhabitants are principally 
employed in these and the several iron-foundries in 
the neighbourhood. Hirwaun common adjoins it 
on the west, and it is watered both by the Cynon 
and Dinas streams, the latter of which has its source 
within its limits. A tram-road, extending from the 
termination of the Aberdare canal, proceeds through 
the hamlet, and communicates with .the Hirwaun 
works in BredcnoeksJiire : and close to t^is line of 
conveyance are situated the iron-works of Messns. 
Thompson, Scale, and Fothergill, which, with those 
at Abernant, are capable, when fully employed, of 
manufaoturing about eleven thousand tons of iron 
per week. A largie proportion of the workmen 
engaged At the Hirwaun furnaces dwelU in this ham- 
Jet, which is now included within the limits i of the 
new borough of Merthyr-TydviL 

LLWYN, with Llan and Ll&cu, a hamlet, ^ia 
the parish of LL4MRRAiADii-i'))-JCiNMBRCH,ibundtod 
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of IsALED, county of Denbigh, Noirrfti Waxss, 2^ 
miles (s.) from Denbigh : the populaliaD is inckidad 
in jthe return for the pai^ish. Formerly this place 
was oenjointly «esesaed with Llan and Lleoh for ike 

3ort of the poor, but aow a general .asBeaanent « 
^ for the parish. 

LLYS, « township, in the perish of I^lanvbchak, 
union of Llanvyllim, hundred of Fooi^ county of 
MoNT60M£&v, North Wales: the jpoptiation is 
included in the return for the pasislu Tbe townalH|i 
is situated near the river iCain ; the rBteal>le annaal 
value is returned at .£200. 

LLtSDINAM (LLtS-DINAN, or LLtS- 
DINAM), a township, in the parish <l[ X.lanavak- 
Vawr, union and hundred (v Builth, counUr of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 5^ miles (n. w.) nom 
Suilth ; containing 25*2 inhabitants. This townahip, 
the name of which signifies Dinam Pidace, or Count, 
was anciently the jresidence of several of the Mguli, 
descendants of BrychaOt Prince of Brvclieini<^, and 
appears to have been a place of considerable import- 
ance also with respect to its trade. In several of the 
old surveys of the manor of Builth, fmd in Tarioiis 
early presefiiments, Ihe weavera of '* Inaoi,*' by 
which name this place was theci designated, are no- 
ticed as a corporate body, and seem to have :boen 
assessed, and to have paid dieir ichief-rents :to the 
lord, separately from the inhabitants of the other 
parts of the manor. .A teneinent in this part of the 
pai^ish still retains the name of " Pen-llya,'' #r the 
palace summit, and gave to its proprietors the same 
designation. Ll^dinam is aaia to have once eoBr 
atituted a distinct parish, and to have becooie 
annexed to Llanayan-Vawr only on the decay /of 
its own church ; and .it still, in civil •matters, ej^ec- 
cises parochial privileges, appointing its own officen, 
maintaining its own poor, and repmii^itsownhi^- 
ways. Since 4ihe dila|jidation of ite church it Mi 
paid a contribution of o»e-6ixth of the .assesspieirts 
towards the repair of that of Ll«n«van-Vawr, and 
one-third towards the chufcb of Llanvihangel-iBi^n* 
Pabuan, to which the inluibitants usuiilly resort: the 
latter payment was probably a voluntary contribution 
in its origin, though it has been estabu Aed by pre- 
scription and rendered -compulsory. The rateable 
annud value of the township is returned at £884 ;and 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent^dmrge 'cf 
£130, of which £86. Id. 4. are pay^e lo the Qiap^ 
ter of St David's, and £43. 6. S. to the vicar of 
Llaaavan-Vawr* 

LLYSIN, a hamlet, in die jpavisii of Carno* 
lower division^ of the hundred of JLlaniblobs, 
county of Montgomery, North Waxes, 10 «miles 
{n. w. by m.) from Newtown ; containing 378 inr 
habitants. The waste land of this place, as well as 
many others jn the contiguous j)ari9hes,>were)iQclo8ed 
and allotted under an act of parliament, obtained in 
^he year I81I6, commonly called *< The Aruatky 
Jlnolosiire Aict.'' 
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LLtSTYNHYNTEDIV a bamlet, in the parisli 
«kf KiLKBNy N«rtbop diviiBion of the httiidre<i of 
Coi«E8HiLL, comity 9f Flint, North Waxes; coo* 

hag I Id inhabitaiils. 

LLtSVAEN (LLtS-FAEN), a parish, 
formiB^ % detBftbed portio* of the hiiiidk*e(l of Ckeu- 
DivYK, in the anioii of Abbrconway, and county of 
Carnarton^ though locally within the shire of 
Denbigh, North Wales^ on the road front Aber-* 
gele to Abereonway, 4 miles (w.) from Abergele; 
iumI eontatnlng^ 679i inhabiUtnts. This parish, which 
ia of small extent and &Ltfemely mountMiious, is 
bouDded on the north by the Irish Sea, and is 
CTMsed by the great tarapike-road from Chester to 
lielyhead, dose to tbe shore, which has a fine sandy 
beach : a eensMeiable qoantity of limestone k qoai>- 
liti fh>m the rodcs here, and shifted lor Liverpool : 
die village consists of five houses only. The rateable 
mammai value of the parish is vetumed at £1585. 13. ^ 
The fiviDg is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
kiDg'a homca at £12;. 0. 5«; present net income, 
£2&S^ with a glebe-house; patron. Bishop of St. 
Asaph* The church, dediealed to St. Cynvran, ia 
a spacioua edifice, consisting of a nave, chancel, and 
nouth aisle. There is a place of worship for CaWin*- 
latie Methodists, who have abo a Snncray sduiol, in 
which 100 males and femcdes are gratuitously tn-« 
atimcted; another Sunday school, attended by 80, 
bas an endowment of d& annually, arising from a 
gift of £5 by Sarah Buder, in 1751, and is fbrther 
aupfwfted by tbe rector. Several snais left by dif- 
fieroit persons, and amounting ta £40, were lent t& 
the trustees of the turBpike*road between Conway 
and St Asaph, and pay an interest of 5 per cent ; 
and an annuity of £2 was purchased, with a bequest 
of £50 by WilUam Butler, Esq.; the produce of ooth 
charities, amountkig to £4, is distributed among the 
poor at Christmas. Some years ago an degant gold 
ring, enameUed, and of ^ workmanship, weighing 
about an ounce^ and bearing the name alhstan, was 
Sttnad upon a mountain near the church : according 
to Mr. Pegg^, it belonged to> a military commander 
of that name bt King Egberfa army, which invaded 
North Wales in 818. Another gold ring, heavier, 
and of rough workmanship, was picked up near the 
smne place ; and in 1826, a great numbar of silver 
coins, principally struck in the reigns of Stephen, 
Henry I., John, Edward I., aad Edward III., and in 
an excellent state of pveeervaden, was discovered. 
Upon the apex o( this moontaki a signal^staff tele-i 
graph was erected in 1827, which communicates 
with Voel-y-Nant, near Llanasapb, on tbe east, and 
Orme's Head on the west, forming part of the line 
•f intercourse between Holyhead ana Chester. 

LLtSWEN (LLtS-WEN), a parish, in the 
union of Hay, hundred of TAloarth, county of 
Brecknock, Soutq Wales, 7 miles (w. s. w.) 
from Hay, on the road to Builth; containing 172 
inhabitants. This parish, of which the name implies 
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a &ir palace^ was* andently one of die residiences of 
the native princes of South Wales.: die road fmun 
Hay to Buihh passea through it; and tbe annual 
value of the rateable property is returned at £370. 
The village i& pleasantly situated on the river Wye, 
which ianot navigable here; the neighbourhood is 
well wooded, and the surrounding country abounds 
with rich and beautifolly picturesque scenery. The 
living is a dischiu'ged rectory, rated in the king;^s 
books at £di 14. 7. ; and in the patronage of Mrs. 
Macnamara: the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent^haree of £96. 4. ; and there is a glebe of 37 
acres, valued at £88 per annum. The churdi is a 
small edifice, close to. the bank of the Wye. There 
is a place of worship for Methodists. A day school, 
con^ninkig 2d children, is partly supported by Chas. 
Strettoa, Esq., of Llangoed Castle, and partly by 
payments from the parents ; and a day ana Sunday 
school, in which are about the same number, is partly 
supported by subscription ; booka are Supplied by 
the rector. 

Llangoed Castle is situated within the parish ; the 
mandon was erected in 1632, which date, inscribed 
on a stone over the ancient doorway, is still remain- 
ing* The grounds are very extensive, and conapre- 
hend some of the most beautiful and picturesque 
scenery in South Wales; and the surrounding emi- 
nences, of which some ave very lofby, are ciotbed 
with stately and valuable timber to their summit. 
The river Wye, which here separates the counties of 
Brecknock and Radnor, skirts the demesne for 
nearly two miles and a half) and in ita winding course 
is sometimes hurried with impetuosity over its rocky 
channel, and at others flows smoodily through ita 
deeper bed, which in some pfaiees is more than forty 
^t in depth ; the banks are richly planted with 
tofiky trees, under which ia a beautim walk, extend- 
ing through the grounds in a direction parallel with 
its course^ The view from the church embraces a 
variety of beautiful scenery : to the south it extendi 
over a fine tract of country towards the Hay, includ- 
ing the beautiful village ch OlAsbury, and the Bhck 
Mountains; to the west are seen the luxuriantly 
wooded hills of Llangoed, emameuted with the finest 
forest trees, of every variety ; and on the opposite 
bank of the Wye are the hllfs of Radnorshire, in the 
parbbes of B«>nghrood and Llanstephan. In the 
garden of an ornamental cottage new tbe church, 
la a tumulus, opposite ta a reamrkable horse-shoe 
bend of the river Wye. 

LLtSWORNEY, or LLtS-WERNI (LIS- 
WORNEY), a parish, in the union of BniDGENn 
and CawBRiDGB, hundred of Cowbridoe, county 
Gi^AAfORGtAN, South Wale^, 3 milea (w.) from 
Cowbridge ; containing 175 inhabitantSb It is plea- 
santly situated in the fertMe Vale of Gbmoi^n, 
near the turnpike-road leading from Cowbridge to 
Bridgend; die land is alt indosed and in a good 
state of cultivation: the surrounding scenery is 
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pleasingly varied, and in the vicinity are some 
handsome residences. Little Nash, the seat of Mrs. 
Markham, and Stenbridge, are both extra-parochial : 
in the former was a private chapel for the accommo- 
dation of the family, but divine service has not been 
Eerformed in it within the memory of the oldest in- 
abitant The living of Ll^sworney is a discharged 
vicarage, annexed to that of Lantwit-Major, rated 
in the king's books at £A, 7. 3^., and endowed with 
the great tithes of the parish. The tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £190, subject to rates, 
averaging £33. 5. 8. ; and there is a glebe of about 
three -fourths of an acre, valued at £1. 10. per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St. Tudvil, is 
not remarkable for any architectural details. There 
is a place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists. 
A day school, commenced in 1829, contains 20 chil- 
dren of botli sexes, who are paid for by an annual 
donation of £3 from the owner of the manor, £1 
from the vicar, and £1 from the curate ; and a Sun- 
day school, consisting of 50 males and females, is 
supported by Calvinistic Methodists. 

LLtS-Y-COED, a hamlet, in the parish of 
KiLKEN, Northop division of the hundred of Coles- 
hill, county of Flint, North Wales ; containing 
95 inhabitants. Its name implies the court, or man-^ 
sion, in the wood, and is supposed to have been 
descriptive of its ancient appearance. 

LL"?S-Y-VRAN, a parish, in the union of 
Narberth, hundred of Dungleddy, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 7 miles (n. e.) from 
Haverfordwest; containing 191 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is situated nearly in the centre of the 
county, comprises a considerable tract of arable and 
pasture land, the whole, with only a very small ex- 
ception, inclosed and in a good state of cultivation ; 
the soil is various, but generally productive; and 
the rateable annual value of the parish is returned 
at £625. The surrounding scenery, though not dis- 
tinguished by any striking peculiarity of feature, is 
agreeably diversified ; ana tne views over the adja- 
cent country are interesting and extensive. Ihe 
living is a discharged rectory^ rated in the king's 
books at £3. 0. 5., endowed with £400 royal bounty, 
and in the joint patronage of Sir R. B. r. Philipps, 
Bart., and Col. Scourfield, the former of whom has 
two turns and the latter one; present net income, 
£104 : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £95 ; and there is a glebe of one acre, 
valued at £3 per annum. The church, dedicated to 
St Meilyr, who flourished about the middle of the 
fifth century, is not distinguished by any architec- 
tural details of importance. In 1734, James Philipps 
left £220 for founding and endowing schools here 
and at East Walton, but this place has never derived 
any benefit from the bequest. 

LLYWEL, a parish, in the hundred of De- 
VYNocK, union ana county of Brecknock, South 
Wales; comprbing the townships of Traian-Glas, 
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Traian-Mawr, and I»-Clydach (in one of which » 
situated the town of Trecastle, an ancient ward of 
the borough of Brecknock, from which the rest of 
the parishioners obtain their letters); and contain- 
ing 1684 inhabitants. The name of this place, 
originally « Lie Wyllt," or « the place of Wyllt," 
appears to be derived from its having been selected 
as a station for his army by Idio WyUt, or the Wild, 
an Irish nephew of Rhys ab Tewdwr, to whom, in 
gratitude for his services in suppressing the rebellion 
of his turbulent subjects, that prince granted the 
lordship of Llywel, comprising all the lands on the 
east of the river Towy, from Llangadock to Aber- 
gwessin. Idio, with a view to strengthen himself 
against the opposition of the originiQ inhabitants, 
i¥ho submitted to his authority with reluctance, mar- 
ried the daughter of Bleddyn ab Maenarch, Prince 
of Brycheiniog, and maintained a powerful force 
upon the heights of Llywel, which were well suited 
to his purpose, as a station from which he could repel 
any attacks either from Brecknockshire or Carmar- 
thenshire, and from which he could easily descend 
at anv time into the vales on either side, for the sup- 
pression of rebellions, the procuring of supplies, or 
the enforcement of the payment or taxes. To the 
occupation of these heights by Idio, and the strong 
position of his army, may be attributed the preserva- 
tion of the lordship of Llywel from falling into the 
hands of Bernard Newmarch, upon his conquest of 
the other parts of the ancient Brycheiniog. 

The parish lies in the western part of the county, 
on the confines of Carmarthenshire, and is skirted by 
the river Usk. The turnpike-road from London to 
Milford, through Brecknock, passes through the 
village, which is distant about a mile north-north- 
westward from Trecastle, and is also intersected by a 
small rivulet named Nant-y-Gwared : this rivulet 
here divides into two streams, which run in different 
directions, one south-eastward into the Usk, and the 
other westward into the Towy. The surface is 
hilly, and in some parts even mountainous ; and from 
the highest elevation in the parish, called Trecastle 
Mountain, and situated near its southern confines, 
descend numerous rivulets, that have worn them- 
selves deep furrows, through which they flow in 
almost every direction. Of these, such as issue from 
the north side of the mountains join the river Gwy- 
dderig, which, flowing through the narrow Vale of 
Cwm-y-Dwr, circumscribes its base on that side, and, 
pursuing its course westward, falls into the Towy. 
The streams that descend on the south side of these 
heights are received by the river Usk, which, run- 
ning through a vale of greater breadth than that of 
Cwm-y-Dwr, although the level meadow land on 
each side of the river seldom exceeds a. few yards 
in breadth, continues in an easterly direction. The 
Usk, so distinguished for the picturesque beauty of 
its banks, has its source in a pool termed Ll;^n-y- 
Van^ between the lofty summits of two adjacent 
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mountains, designated respectively Ban Brycheiniog; instracted ia two day schools at the expense of their 

and Ban i^ir Gaer, the Brecknockshire and the Car* parents; and there are eight Sunday schools con- 

marthenshire Beacon, near the spot where this parish ducted gratuitously, in three of which are about 

unites with that of Llanthoysaint, in the county of 250 ma^ and females, who attend the ELstabli»hed 

Carmarthen. A range of hills connected with the Church ; the rest appertain to dissenters, and con- 

£ppynt chain rises to the north of Tr^castle, and is sist of about 420. The parish has also frequently 

intersected from north to south by two valleys, enjoyed the benefit of one of Mrs. Bevan's circu- 

throtigh one of which flows the river Cilieni, that lating schools, and on one occasion, commencing in 

sepanites this parish from Llandeilio'r-Van ; and 1822, for four years successively. John Jeffreys, of 

through the other the river Clydach, tliat rises in London, in 1706, or about that time, bequeathed 

this parish, and ^Is into the Usk a little above the £5 per annum to the poor of the parish, charged 

bridge on the turnpike-road to Trecastle, and gives upon the impropriate tithes of Merthyr-Cyni^ ; 

name to the hamlet of Is-Clydach, situated on its which has since become a rent-charge on a tenement 

south-eastern banks. The sides of the deep narrow called Cwmllwyv<^, and a meadow named Waunddu, 

dells, which in several parts furrow the mountains, in this parish, and is paid by John Lloyd Vaughan 

meet almost abruptly, and, though partly arable, are Watkins, Esq., of Pennoyre, near Brecknock, whose 

in some places adorned with underwood : the various ancestor purchased that property. Koger Jeffreys, 

bridges in the parish, being generally on the turn- of Berthddu, in the parish, in 1714, charged certain 

pike-road, are kept in repair at the expense of the lands near Rhyd-y-Briw, with the annual payment 

county. The woollen manufacture is carried on here of 20s., to be distributed among the poor of the ham- 

npon a limited scale, affording employment to a let of is-Clydach. The i^ta Ju/i'a Montana, from Caer- 

siaalt number of the inhabitants ; there are two small lleon to Carmarthen, passed through the parish from 

fiictories, in each of which the wool is carded, spun, east to west; but its exact course has not been clearly 

and woven into coarse cloth and blankets. The ascertained, although some vestiges of it were seen 

annual value of the rateable property in the parish near Rh^d-y-Briw about half a century since. 

has been returned at £654a LOUGHOR (LLYCHWYR), a hamlet, in the 

The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's books parish of LLANEOY,hundred of Carmawllon, county 

8t£9,10.5.; present net income, £152; patron, of Carmarthen, South Wales, 13milea (n.h.w.) 

Bishop of St. David's ; appropriators, Precentor and from Swansea : the populadon is returned with the 

Chapter of St. David's. The church, once called parish. The road from Pont-ar>Ddulasto Llandebie 

Llantrisant, from its dedication to three saints, viz., passes through the hamlet, and is, for the greater 

David, Padarn, and Teilo, is an ancient structure, part, carried along the ridge of a hill, which over- 

CODsisUng of a nave and chancel, with a strong tower looks a valley on each side, the declivities of which 

at the west end, and is situated on ground of more are ornamented with thick plantations and inclosures. 

lofty elevation than perhaps any other churcli in The Loughor river bounds it on the east, and sepa- 

Brecknockshire, except that of Penderin ; the inte- rates the parish from Glamorganshire. Anthracite coat 

rior displays some vestjges of antiquity in the origi- of the best quality is found here, and an extensive 

td-loftis still remaining. Toe colliery has recently been opened, called the " F 
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pariah-clerk, or sexton, claims and receives mor- yfynnon," within a quarter of a mile of the Llan- 

elfy 1 ■' I ■ - - 

lour-peuce in lieu of them, which cUim was rec<^ 

nized by a terrier ugned by the vicar and principal from this hamlet across th* 
inhabitants of the parish, in 1800, and confirmed by LOUGHOR, or 
the ecclesiastical court: these mortuaries consist of CASTELL-LLYCH- 
the best hat, wig, cravat, gloves, girdle, breeches, WR, a borough and pa- 
shoes, and stockings of the deceasec^ if a male ; and rish, in the union of 
if a wife or widow, of the best hood, cap, riband, Llanellv, hundred of 
handkerchief, gloves, and shoes and stockings; for Swansea, county of 
which a composition may be made at the option of Glahobgak, South 
the surviving relatives of the deceased. In tlie ham- WALEs,7miles (w.N.w.) 
let of Is-Clydach is the endowed chapel of Rh^d-y- from Swansea, 50 miles 
Briw, the living of which is a perpetual curacy, for- (w. by n.) from Cardiff, 
merly in the gift of the inhabitants of the hamlet, and 211 (w.) from Lon- 
but now established to be in the gift of the Incum- don; containing 851 in- 
bent of the mother church; net income, £186. habitants, of whom 570 reside within the limits of 
There are three places of worship for Calvinisttc the borough. This place, which derives its names 
Methodists, and one each for Baptists and Inde- from its situation on the river Llychwr, or Loughor, 
pendents. About 55 children of both sexes are tbe latter of them signifying << the fortification on 
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the river Llychwr," U sujjposed by many to bare distance south-soutli-weBtwaTd from' tlie chardi, nn 

been the Leucarum of Antoniotis; and this opinion ii on Ae southern; and as the tide i«g;uUrly flows and 

cotToborftted not only by the Biarilarity of the names, ebbs in these rivers twice in every tfrenty-four boim, 

and \Aie discovery, at various times, of numerous the air is rendered salubrioas, and the situation <rf 

relics, among which may be mentioned a coin of the t1)e town is consequently deemed remarkably healthy, 

emperor Trajan, found iri the bed of the river, about An act of parliament was obtained a few yeara mnee 

two hundred yards westward from the town, within for erecting a bridg* over the Lougbor, and' for cmi- 

the last few years; but also by the direction of the structine a turnpike- rood Irom t^ town to Cannar- 

Roman Julia Strata^ which from the station MiAis, then, which improvements hev« greatiy contribnted 

At Neath, passed westward throngh tjiis town, and to its prosperity. The entire parisn, whidi is divided 

nedf a place in its vicinity still called Cadle, or into tvro parts, called respectively tjie parish aad the 

" the field of battle," where, at some remote period, borough, abounds with mineral wealdi ; and aereral 

a conflict is thought to have taken place, of which no veins of excellent coal, of considerable thickness^ 

piarticulars have been related. Lougfaor waS anci- extend' entirely through is, in a direction from east 

ently designated Trih Atone, from the great number to west, and hove been worked to a dtepth of from 

tit beavers abounding in tbe neighbouring rivers; twenty to forty fktiftmis. The Broad Oak CbltieFy, 

Av/mc and Afync, being the old Welsh, or Celtic, within the limits of the borongh, n at present pai^ 

name of the oewver. Few historical events in con- daily in operation ; diemtcal works ar« also carried 

nexion with it are recorded; the castle is said to on; and formerly there was a nsnubctory for ztne: 

have been erected ^ Henry Beaumont, Eart of on the western bank of the river, inmediaCely oppo- 

Warificfe, who, in of about the year 1099, entered site the town, are the remains of the Spy tty oopp«r- 

the country of Gower, and having made himself works, which have not been in use for some yeant 

master of considerable territories, built this fortress The river, called, fron> t^ bridge to iM nouth, 8 

And the castles of Swansea, Penriee, and Llanrhidhm. (tntance of twelve miles, the Barry, ia nBV^;able at 

In 1 1 50, Mefedydd and Rh^s, sons of Gru^dd ab high tides for vessels of two hundred tons' burden ; 

RhVs, attacked and Fa?n waste the country of Gower, and during spring tides there are from eleven to 

and made themselves masters of the town and castle fourteen feet of water in the wharfe here, productive 

6f '< Aberllychwr," the former of wbicfa, according to of great advantage to those engaged in the trade of 

Warrington, they levelled with the ground, after the place, which is principally carried on with Ire- 

plundermg the inhabitants, and the latter they com- land, the coasts of Devon xni Cornwall, Trance, Sic 

pletely dismantled. In the reign of Edward II. the 'iliere is no market; but bire for the sale of live 

Castle was granted by that monarch to Hugh le De- stock are annually held on the first Monday in Jun« 

spencer, by whom it Is supposed to have been re- and October 10th. 

built; but it seems never to have regained its ori- TheGOveaNHRMT of the town, wbieh is a borough 

gfnal importance, nor the town to have entirely by prescription, under the title of "The Portreeve, 

recovered frotn the desolation it had previously suf- Aldermen, and Burgesses of the borough t^ Lot^ 

fhred. hor," is vested in a steward, pwtreeve, recorder) 

The parish is situated dn the western confines of twelve aldermen, and an unlimited number c^ bur- 

the county, and is bounded on the west by the river gesses, assisted by two serjeants-at- mace, a Inyer- 

Louehor, which separates it from the county of Car- keeper, an ale-taster, and two haywards. The 

diai'then, and here discharges Itself into the Bristol steward and recorder are appointed by the Duke of 

Channel: this river is fordable for two hours before, Beaufort, lord of the borough; the portreeve is an- 

lutided on the nually chosen from among the aldermen at Miohael- 

k by Llanrhid- mas, and, having qualilted at the quarter-sessions for 

on the south- the county, may act as a magistrate within the bo- 

imeastirement rough ; and the serjeants-at-mace, layer-keeper, &c> 

of S89 arable are elected at b court leet, and aworn in before tho 

ts of the bo* recorder and the portreeve going out of office. 

cres, 700 are I.aughor was formerly one of the contributory bcH 

is ondulated, roughs which, with Cardiff, returned a membCT to 

The presvit parliament ; the right of voting was in the aldermen 

md mostly of and burgesses at mrge, in number two hundred and 

1 genteel resi- twelve, of whom forty-five are resident. By the 

tuary, is sup- act of 1888, for " Amending the representation of 

posed to have been anciently part of the manor of the People," it has been included in the newly -formed 

MillA'Ood, or St John, near Swansea, and the prv district composed of the boroughs of Swansea, Abes^ 

perty of die knights of St. John of Jerusblem. The avon, Kenvig, Lougbor, and Neath, to send a repr»- 

river LoUghor flows on the northern side of the town, sentative to parliament; and the elective fmndiise 

^nd the Llyw, which fells into the fonnef a short is vested in the resident bur^^esses only, If duly 



xous 



LOVE 



qualified 4i«c<>rdiBg to the -proyiaioas <^f the acts and 
in every .male person of full a^e occupyiogt eklier 
as owner or as tesant under we «aaie landlond^.a 
iHMMe or other premiies of the aonual vslue of .at 
leaot ten ponnday provided he he capable of roister*- 
iaig as the aot demamls: ihe nunmer of teaements 
of )this vahie within the limits of the boroughs ^iQh 
were not altered by the aot, is thirty. 

The freedom is inherited by all jdie^onS'Ofa free- 
manj acquired iby servitude of seven year^' apprea- 
tioeship to a nesident freeman, by marriage with a 
freeman's .daughteff, or hy <^ft, in whiob latter in- 
atanee it is conferred by a jury of tw.enty*ifour bur^- 
g^essoB) chosen indiscrimiiialeiy tfrom the burgesses 
ai lai^e, of whom the portreeve ,lbr the preceding 
year is always the foreman. The freemen formenfly 
exercised a right of common on the waste hinds of 
the iborough; but in 1833 an .act of parliament .was 
passed .for )inclosing those grounds, amounting to 
about 600 acres; under ibe provisions of whioh^ 
after setting apart a saffidont portio/i of ^e property 
to be «old to oefray the expense of the act, onc-4bur- 
teeath part in value of the waste was to be allotted 
to the iofd df the horoueh,>and the remainder to the 
poctoeeve, aldermen, and burgesses ; the right of the 
lord to toe mines beins^ reserved to him. The cor*- 
poration are empowerea by prescriptive right, recog- 
nized bv statutes of the d4th and 35th of Henry VI if., 
to hold a court of record, every third Monday, for 
the recovery of debts to any amount; but this privi- 
lege does not appear to have been exercised witliin 
the last 50 years, nor b there evidence of any pro- 
cess to hold to bail having ever issued from the court 
A court baron was once held monthly, b^ore the 
portreeve, recorder, and a jury of ^ix burgessei^ for 
thereoovery of debts to. any amount within the Unfits 
of the borough. 

The LIVING is;a rectory, xated in the king^s bQok3 
9i £9. 10. 5., and in the patronage lof :th^ Crawp : 
the tithes have been eommuted for; a ;rentr charge of 
£210; and there is :a glebe of eight. acres, with it 
glebe- house. The chuiich, dedicated to St. Michael, 
and situated within dte limits of the borough, occu- 
pies the summit of an eminence commanding an egc- 
tensive prospect over the surrounding country ; it is 
a small modem structure, .Qf neat appearanqe, con- 
taining about 300 sittings, which, ^though appro- 
priate to the different estates, are all ^fre^, ^xoepjt 
those in the chancel* At a plaoe called Groft-y- 
jGapd was formerlyaohapelof ease, aaitbie;nameAnd 
ancient maps indicate, biitnothiog.ifi now (visible, be- 
yond an undulated form of the:ground,iben9ath which 
probably the foundations are concealed. There iis.a 
•mall ;pla«e.of .worship for Wekb Methodists. An 
excellent school under the superintendence of :tbe 
rector, is conducted ipartly on the Infant system^ 
where 76 children are daily instructed, nearly a 
third. of them igraiuitously; in -an English and WeMh 
^undi^' school /are 100 persons fKonn^eted y^ith itbe 
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Churidi ; and ano&er school, belonging i/9 the Me- 
thodbts, contains a farther .pvwiber. No charitable 
trusts have ev^r h^ i[)Qn$ded to the corporate body, 
and the only one ui the .out*pamsh was one of £lQ, 
supposed to havie been th^ gift of William Joho, 
the interest of whiph used to be ^distributed among 
the poor till the sum aws, onany yQ^rs ago, expended 
on the repairs of the roads, since which no interest 
has been paid. Of the ancicint (Oastle there ^re some 
lifiMAfiNib consisting .prinqipally Qf a l«rge square 
towei:, thought to have been ,the ^eep, and still in -a 
tolerable state of .preservation ; it occupies the sum* 
mit of an artificial jmount, which is considered to 
have been KJriginaWy thrown up by the Romania, :and 
is aunrouoded bv^. double lintrenphment The re- 
mains of an W .waterncours^ idso conjectured, tto 
be of JRoman construction, by whiqh wates* for the 
supply of the |^i:ri8on was poave^ed ,from the small 
river Llyw, are (plainly discernible to .this day. 
Trnoes .of the Jtdia Strafa may be seen iq)on the 
Girmarthenshire hills on ithe western ^ide of the 
river Loughoi:, pointing directly to this .place ; and 
there is preserved « wjtbin the grounds .of the 
rectory, a large stone rudely wrought, which maj^ 
have been a Roman milliary, thoi^h by others it is 
supposed -to have belonged to the sanctuary of the 
Knights of St John before alluded 'to. In ,the vioin* 
ity of Cadbe, and near the boundary of the parish, 
«ure two snu^U square encampments .of Roinan origin, 
Qn a common designated Myaydd C^rn.Goob. The 
ancient town, which wf^ destroyed .by the .sons >qf 
Qrufydd ab Hhy^ is .^aid to have occupied an emi- 
nence to the sout^-east of the oastle.; and the $ite 
9ti)l retains the mane of the .Borough : ^.a short dis- 
tance to the south, on .the marsh, stood the old church, 
the site of .vrhich i^;Still called Story Mihangeh The 
strata in the. coal districts in the parish furnish .spe- 
cimens of fofs^ilized vegetable remains, among whidi 
(u*e £^rQ, .acorns, leaves of yariqus trees, pipe and 
oak timber, &&, whiqh substances have been found 
in tbskt state at ,a depth varying from seventy to 
eighty feet below the ^tuface. A celebrated : per- 
former on the violin, named Hugh* who is reported 
to hs^ye (Composed VMny of the most popular aim jn 
the ''J3eggar!s QperV wf^ a, native of this place. 

LOvESTON, |i parish^ in the union and hun- 
dred qf NAaBEftm, Qounty of Pemi^oKtE;, So ufTH 
Wal£s, 5 miles (s. s- w.) frpni Narberth ; contain- 
ing .170 inhabitants. Thi^ parish, which is situated 
in the jsquth-e^jtern part qSf the county^ and inter- 
sected by the turnpike-road leading from Pembroke 
to <^annarthen, comprises a mo^rate .extent of arable 
And picture land, toe whole inclosed ^nd cultivated. 
The «oil is ^rtile.and productive : the substratum nf 
the tparish is partly ^stone^coal qf good quality, b^t 
it is not at present worked ; and only a^mall quan- 
tity of iCulm is iBaised, fspffici^nt for the immediate 
aupp^ of the inhabitants* The rateable annual 
value of the fmA Jm feeen retiwn^^l.ftt £746. JQ. 
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The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £4. 5. 5., and endowed with £600 
royal bounty; present net income, £109; patron. 
Earl Cawdor : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £90 ; and there is a glebe of two 
acres, valued at £5 per annum. A Sunday school 
is kept during the summer months, in which about 
55 males and females are instructed gratuitously. 

LUDCHURCH, a parish, in the union and 
hundred of Narberth, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 4^ miles (s. e.) from Narberth ; con- 
taining 220 inhabitants. This parish, which is in 
the south-eastern part of the county, is pleasantly 
situated about two miles eastward from the road be- 
tween Narberth and Tenby ; its surface is uneven, 
and the soil of various kinds ; and the lands are but 

(martially inclosed and cultivated. The substratum is 
imestoue of very superior quality, which is worked 
upon an extensive scale : the stone is susceptible of 
a beautiful polish, and many slabs raised from the 
quarries have been manufactured into elegant man- 
tel-pieces, and used for other ornamental purposes ; 
it is also burnt for manure, there being no fewer 
than six kilns for this purpose in constant operation, 
for the supply of the more northern parts of the 
county. Of the rateable annual value of the parish, 
the return is £622. 5. The living is a discharged 
rectory, rated in the king's books at £d. 14. 4^., and 
in the patronage of the Crown : the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £84; and there is a 
glebe of ten acres, valued at the same number of 
pounds per annum. The church, dedicated to St. 
Elidyr, is a neat and well-built edifice, situated in a 
bleak part of the parish, on a limestone rock, which 
has been quarried all round, leaving the sacred 
fabric many feet above the level of the adjacent 
ground. 1 here is a Sunday school, where about 45 
males and females are instructed gratuitously. 

LYGAN-Y-LLAN (HELYGEN-LLAN), 
a hamlet, in the parish of Halkin, Northop division 
of the hundred of Coleshill, county of Flint, 
North Wales, 3 miles (s. e. by s.) from Holywell: 
the population is included in the return for the 
parish. This hamlet, which contains the parochial 
church, derives its name from a saint called Lugan, 
of whom very little is known, but whose name oc- 
curs in the Welsh calendar. Lead-mines abound, in 
which many of the inhabitants are employed ; and 
the late Sir George Wynne is stated to have cleared 
£300,000 from a single mine, discovered under a 
small tenement in the liamlet. 

LYGAN-Y-WERN (HELYGEN-Y-WERN), 
a hamlet, in the parish of Halkin, Northop division 
of the hundred of Coleshill, county of Flint, 
North Wales, 2 miles (s. e. by s.) from Holy- 
well: the population is returned with the parish. 
It is situated on the road between ELalkin and- Holy- 
well, and abounds with lead-mines, in the working of 
which the inhabitants are chiefly employed. 
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LYTHAN'S, ST. (ST.LYTHIAN), a parish, 
in the union of Cardiff, hundred of Dinas-Po^vtys, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 6 miles 
(w. s. w.) from Cardiff; containing 1 10 inhabitants. 
It is situated on elevated ground, overlooking both 
sides of the Vale of Glamorgan, about a mile south 
of the turnpike-road leading from Cardiff to Cow- 
bridge; from the common is obtained one of the 
most extensive, luxuriant, and diversified prospects 
in South Wales. The living is a discharged vicar- 
age, endowed with the great tithes, rated in the kind's 
books at £6. 1. 3.; present net income, £199, mrith 
a glebe-house ; patron. Archdeacon of Llandaf: the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of £140, 
subject to rates, averaging £14 ; and the glebe con- 
tains 41 acres, valued at £40 per annum. There is 
a day school of about 20 children, who are instructed 
at the expense of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Pryce, of 
Dyfryn l|ouse, an ancient mansion in the vicinity, 
who succeeded to the estate on the death of the late 
Hon. Mrs. Grey. The sum of £10 was bequeathed 
by Mr. Thomas Williams, for the benefit of the 
poor. There is a cromlech on a farm belonging' to 
the Dyfryn estate ; it is near the road side, about 
half a mile west of the church, on the approach to 
Dyfryn village. 
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MACHYNLLETH (MACHYNLLAETH), 
a market-town, borough, and parish (comprisingthe 
three townships of Machynlleth, otherwise Y Dre, 
Is-y-Garreg, and Uwch-y-Garreg), and the head of 
a union, in the lower division of the hundred of 
Machynlleth, county of Montgomery, North 
Wales ; and containing 2482 inhabitants, of whom 
1636 are in the township of Machynlleth, 39 miles 
(w. by N.) from Montgomery, and 209 (w. n. w.) 
from London, This pmce, which is of considerable 
antiquity, is supposed to have been the site of the 
Maglona of the Itineraries, a Roman station, where, 
in the reign of the Emperor Honorius, the captain 
of the *^ Numerus Solensium " was posted, under the 
Ihix Britanniamnh to keep the mountaineers in sub- 
jection. Connected with the principal station, which 
occupied the highest part of the hill, was an outwork 
called Cevn Caer, or << the ridge of the city," about 
four miles from the present town, in the adjoining 
parish of Pennal, in the county of Merioneth, of 
which there were formerly some remains, and at 
which place several Roman coins have been at 
various times discovered. From the departure of 
the Romans till the time of Henry IV., few circum- 
stances of historical importance connected with the 
place are recorded. In 1402, Owain Glyndwr, 
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fliishecl ^ith repeated successes, assembled the estates 
of the principality in the town, where he held a par- 
liament, that solemnly acknowledged his title to the 
sovereignty of Wales, of which kmgdom he caused 
himself to be formally invested with the crown. At 
this parliament Davydd Gam, who had married the 
sister of Owain Glyndwr, but was, notwithstanding, 
a zealous partisan and adherent of Henry IV., at- 
tended, apparently for the purpose of promoting 
Owain's pretensions to the crown, but witn the dis- 

Suised intention of assassinating that chieftain. In 
lis attempt, however, he was happily frustrated by 
a timely discovery of his treachery, and, being seized 
and imprisoned, would have been instantly executed 
but for the intercession of Owain's most zealous 
friends and partizans. In resentment for his trea- 
chery, Owain burnt his house and laid waste his 
lands, and detained him in confinement at Mach- 
ynlleth till the year 1412, when he was finally 
ransomed by his father and other vassals of the En- 
^ish crown. Charles I., when on his route to 
Chester, had a bed prepared for him in a house in 
the town, called *^ the Garrison ;" the bed and fur- 
niture, which have been carefully preserved, are 
now deposited at E^sgair Llyveren, in the county of 
Merioneth. 

The TOWN is situated near the western extremity 
of the county, about a quarter of a mile from the 
southern bank of the river Dovey, and on the turn- 
pike-road leading to Aberystwith from the principal 
parts of North Wales, and also from Shrewsbury. It 
18 romantically embosomed in mountains that en- 
compass it on every side, and from which a beautiful 
view is obtained of the Vale of the Dovey, abound- 
ing in highly picturesque and richly diversified 
scenery, with the winding course of the river, from 
above the parish of Cemmes to its influx into the 
bay of Cardigan. The streets are wide and spa- 
cious; the houses are in general neat and well built; 
and the whole town, which is amply supplied with 
water, has a regular and prepossessing appearance. 
A book society has been established, and is much 
patronized ; and a news-room has been opened, 
which is well attended and respectably supported. 
The environs are pleasant, comprehending much 
beautiful scenery and many interesting objects. At 
Uwch-y-Garreg, a township in the parish, is Pistyll 
Rhaiadr, one of the finest waterfalls in the princi- 
pality ; diough inferior to some in die beauty of the 
scenery immediately adjoining, it is not surpassed in 
romantic grandeur by any. 

The manufacture of flannels, principally of the 
coarser kind, is carried on to a considerable extent, and 
some webs are also made ; in this manufacture more 
than forty carding-engines and seven fulling-mills are 
employed in the town and its vicinity : the weaving 
is done by the workmen at their own dwellings, and 
about two hundred pieces, averaging about a hundred 
and fifty yards each, are sent to the market at New- 
VoL. IL— 185 



^i 



town, which is held every alternate Thursday. Lead- 
ore is found in the parish, and mines of tnat metal 
have been opened in the township of Is-y-Garreg; 
but they are not at present in operation : there are 
quarries of good slate, of which some are worked 
upon a moderate scale. The river Dovey is navi- 
gable to Derwenlfis, within two miles of the town, 
and affords a facility of conveying the produce of the 
quarries and mines to their destination, and of sup- 
lying the neighbourhood with various commodities, 
e average annual exports from this place are five 
hundred tons of bark, forty thousand feet of oak 
timber, a hundred and fifty thousand yards of oak 
poles for collieries, a hundred tons of lead-ore, and 
a thousand five hundred tons of slate : the average 
imports are, five thousand quarters of rye and wheat, 
a tnousand tons of coal, five hundred tons of culm, 
two thousand tons of limestone, eleven thousand 
English and foreign hides, and groceries and other 
shop goods to the amount of £14,000 in value. The 
market is on Wednesday ; an^ fairs are held annually 
on the first Wednesday in March, May 16th, June 
'26th, July 9th, August 7th, September 18th, Oc- 
tober 10th, and November 26th, for catde, horses, 
and wares: a statute fair also occurs on the Wed- 
nesday before f^ter. 

This place was one of the contributory boroughs, 
which, together with Llanidloes, Welshpool, and 
Llanvyllin, returned a member for Montgomery: 
the elective franchise was originally gmnted in the 
27th of Henry VIIL, and was exercised without 
interruption till the year 1728, when, by a vote of 
the House of Commons, it was disfranchised, and 
the right of voting was restricted to Montgomery 
alone. But this resolution being at variance with a 
previous one in 1680, ll^||ich confirmed the right of 
election, the burgesses had, by a statute of the 28th 
of George 111., die privilege of asserting their claim 
to join in choosing a member for Montgomery before 
any future committee of the house, and of appealing 
against any subsequent decision within twelve ca- 
lendar months. By the act of 1832, for ^^ Amending 
the Representation,'^ the town has again been de- 
clared one of the contributory boroughs within the 
county, which return one member to parliament: 
the right of election is vested in every male person 
of fuU age occupying, either as owner or as tenant 
under the same landlord, a house or other premises 
of the annual value of at least ten pounds, provided 
he be capable of registering as the act demands ; and 
the number of tenements of this value within the 
limits of the borough, which are minutely detailed 
in the Appendix, is between ninety and a hundred. 
It is also one of the polling-places in the election of 
a knight for the shire. Tne town-hall, or market- 
house, a plain and commodious building, was erected 
in 1783, by Sir W. W. Wynne, Bart, grandfather 
of the present owner of Wynnstay, who is lord of 
the manor, and holds courts leet twice in the year. 
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The county court takes place alternately here and at 
Montgomery ; and the petty-sessions for the hun« 
dred arc held here oceasionaUy. 

The parish comprises an extensive tract of moua* 
tainous country, computed at five thousand aereSf 
the greater portiQn of which is uninclosed and uncul^ 
tivated, affording only pasturaffe to nunierous flocks 
of sheep, that feed on the declivities of the hilb ; the 
lower grounds are fertile and productive, and peat is 
found in various parts of the parish, the rateable 
annual value of which has been returned at £6251 ; 
the amount for the town being £5472, for the town- 
ship of Is-y^Garr^, £1330, and for that of Uwch- 
y^Garre^, £1449. The living coasists of a rectory 
and a vicarage, united under tbe pravbiooA of an 
act of the 29Ui and 30tb of Charlea II. : the rectory, 
which was a sinecure, is rated in the king's books at 
£1U 10. 7^.; and the vicaragf at£6c 6. 0^., present 
net income, £230, with a house, and three fields of 
glebe land ; patron, Bishop of St. Asaph. The 
church, dedicated to Si? Peter, is a handsome struo 
ture^ in style resembling that of the later English 
architecture, rebuilt, wi£ the exception of the tower, 
in 18*27, and containing; eight hundred aad seventy- 
three sittings, of which three huixhred are free, ia 
consideration of a erant of £300 from the Ineorpo* 
rated Societv for the buikiisg and enlargement of 
churches and chapels: the interior i» well arranged 
and neatly fitted up, and the ancient tower has been 
raised a few feet higher, and crowned with battle- 
ments and crocketea angular pinnacles. There are 
places of worship for Independents, and Calvinistic 
and Weslevan Methodists. 

Day and Sunday Natienal schools were estabiished 
here in 1829, by John Jones, Esq., of Upper Nor- 
ton-street, London, but a i)|ktive of this towa^ who 
gave in that year £1000 three pet cent consols, for 
their endowment^ which sum is augmeated by the 
use of a prior beouest of £200 by John Owen Esq., 
for teachins^ children, and a grant of £40 from Ann 
Jones for the like purpose. Commodious buildings 
were erected at the same time by subseriptioQ, oo* 
cupying three sides of a quadrangle, with a projec- 
tion in the centre; the expense amounting to £600: 
and in the schools, which are supported partly by 
the above endowment^ and partly by subsoripcioe, 
125 children of both sexea receive giatuitoua instruc- 
tion ; the master and mistresa have a joint salary of 
£60 per annum. There aire three day schools ia the 
parish, in which. 80 children are instrncted at the 
cost of their pajrenCs; and several Sunday schools, of 
which four are iji the town^ appertain to disseiHers» 
and contain about 1 150 males and females, many of 
whom are adults. There are seven bouses in the 
town inhabited frooi^ time immemorial by paupers, 
three of which were bequeathed by Isaae Pugh, and 
the others are supposed to have been the gift of 
Humphrey Morris^ who also assigned £60, Uhe in- 
terest to be expended partly in keeping the build* 
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ings in repair and supplying the inmates with cloth- 
ing, and partly in educating and apprentieine poor 
children, but the portion for the repair of the tHMises 
has been lost Several persons, also^ at different 
periods have left sums for the benefit of the poor, 
incloding £60 by Thomas Fugh, £40 by Rowland 
Owen, £20 each by Humphrey Morris, Gwen 
Owen, and John Davis^ and other smaller bene&o* 
tions; all of which were consolidated, and the a* 
mount, £190, lent on two bonds to the Montgon>ery* 
shire turnpike trusts, now yielding an interest of 
£9. 10., of which £5 are annually distributed among 
the poor of the town, £1 each among those of the two 
townships of Uwch-y-Garreg and is*y»Garreg, and 
the remaining £2« 10. in a^pprentidng poor boys of 
the town. A few small charitiea bare been lost. 

On a hill immediately above Penyrallt House 
are the remaiBS of an ancient fortification of great 
strength, within sight of Cevn Caer, and eonn 
mandins; all the passes in this part of the ooantry. 
Part of the senate««house, in which Owaia Glyn- 
dwr assembled his parliament, is still remaining: 
it was built with the slate stone of the eottatry, 
and, from the appearance of the spacious entrance^ 
which is still in good preservatien, seems to have 
been an edifice of no mean extent The oUl bmld- 
ir^caUed ^* the Garrison'* is situated near the Wynn- 
stay Arms^ and it is supposed that there was for- 
merly a subterraneous passage leadinpf firoia tins place 
to the fortification at Ceva Caer, m the ai^ining 
pariah of PennaU Adjacent to the town is a field 
named the ^* Garshion," at the extremity of wUdi is 
a copious spring, from whiehi the town is supplied 
with water. D6t Ouog, near tfie town, was for 
some time the retreat of the celebrated Ufiparck 
Hin^ an eminent bard,, who flourished towards the 
close of the sixth aad at the commeaeemeat of the 
seventh centuries; he was ehiefiain of a part of Cnsa* 
bria^ or Cumberkuid,. bat having survived twenty* 
four of his sonsy who fell in fighting the batiks of 
their country against the Saxoas, and faUing^ inis 
poverty in his old age, he retiree^ under the protee- 
tion of Cynddylan, p«inee of part of Powy% Ut this 
place, where he devoted himself to the pursuits of 
poetry. He died at the advanced age of a hvndred 
and nre years^ and was buried at lilcnvavrv, aest 
Bahi. Many of his composiliefia while ia retirement 
here have been published ia the Welsh Arehssologu^ 
and in a separate volame by Dr. Pug^ J^wd 
Swrdaoali a Welsh bard^ was mhnkter m die parish 
about the middle of the fifteenth century; as was 
also, for many yearsj levmi UBWtkknt^ an eminent 
poet of the Vale of Loughor, siho fiourisbed from 
1430 to< 147^ Dr. Davies, heai master of the 
grammar-school at Macclesfield, was a native of the 
towiu The poor law unian^ of whidi this place. is the 
head, was fotmed January 16th, 1837, saa comptises 
the follbwing 11 parishes and townships; namely 
Machynlleth, Is-^y^Garreg^ Uwdi-y-Garreg^ CeoH 
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ines^ D&roweii) Llanbr^nmair, Llanwrin, and Peii<^ 
ego^^ in the county of Montgomery ; PennaU and 
ToiMryn, in that of Merioneth ; and Scybor^y-Coed^ 
in tbftt of Cardigan : it is under the superintendence 
of fifteen guardianS) and contains a population of 

id^ao6v 

MAENAN^ a township, in the parish of Eo*- 

i>w^8-VicH9 union of Llanrwbt, hundred of LLtcH- 

WBiDD^IslT, county of Oarnarton, North Wales, 

S-^ miles (n.) from Llant^wst; containing, with part 

of the extra^parochial district of Maehan-* Abbey, 456 

inhabitants^ It (s situated on the right bank of the 

river Conway, and forms for the most part an ancient 

lordship, for which courts leet and baron are still 

annually held in April, by the steward of Sir W. W. 

Wynne, Bart. : this loraship oomprises the whole 

township, excepting only the site of the abbey of 

Maenan, forming £e eztra-paroobial district alx>Te*- 

mentioned, and claims all the privileges formerly 

possessed by the abbots, namely, exemptions from 

tithes, &C. 

MAENAN-ABBEY, or MAENAN-MYN- 
ACHD^, an extnHptroohial liberty, partly situated 
locally in the lowtiship of Arddr, parish of Llan- 
BCDR, and partly in that of MaenaK, parish of Eo 
I.WY8-V1CH, hundred of LLtcHWEOD-Isly, county 
of Carnarvon^ North Wales^ 3 miles (n.^ from 
"Llanrwst: the population is returned with tne re- 
spective parishes. It is situated on the eastern bank 
nf the river Conway, and derives its extra-parochial 
privileges from havmg been anciently the site of the 
rich abDey of Maenan, said to have been founded by 
Richard L, but the first authentic notice of which 
occurs in 11283, when Edward I«, by authority of Pope 
Nicholas, removed the Cistercian monks of Abercon*- 
way to this place, at the same time confirming to 
them all the privileges they had enjoyed in ttieir 
former habitation, and adding considerably to their 
possessions. The cause of the change was, that 
Edward bad selected the site of their original bouse 
on which to erect the magnificent castle S( Abercon* 
way; aad probably being jealous of their communis- 
cation with his new subjects, their countrymen, he 
soon after further removed them to the fiimous abbey 
of Yale Royal, in Cheshire. The establishment at 
Maeitan, nevertheless, contintied to flo^rish until the 
period of the dissolution, when its revenue was valued 
«t £179. 10. 10. In 1568^ the site of the abbey, 
together with the township of Maenan, was granted 
to EHzeus Wynne, who took down a great part of 
the buildings, and erected a mansion n^r tne spot 
with the materials^ The original edifice was equally 
remarkable feft the pleasantness of its situation and 
the beauty of its architecture: a small arch is the 
only portion of it now standing. The inhabitants 
alt^ui the parish church of Llanddoget, ih the county 
of Denbigh, for the performance of ecclesiastical rites. 
Of thb rateable annual value of the liberty, the re* 
turn nmde amounts to £1496^ 5^ Q« 
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MAENCLOCHOG, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales. — See Mart's (St.). 

MAENOR-DEILO, LOWER4 a hamlet, in 
that part of the parish of Llandilo-Vawa which is 
in the lower division of the hundred of Cayo, county 
of Carmauthen, South Wales, S^ miles (n. e.) 
firom Llandilo^Vawr ; containing 364 inhabitants. It 
is situated on the western banlc of the Towy. At 
Capel-Baoh there was formerly a chapel of ease, 
on the site of which is now a private residence. 

MAENOR-DEILO, UPPER, a hamlet, in that 
part of the parish of Llandilo-Vawa, which is in 
the lower division of the hundred of Cato, county of 
Carmarthen, South Wal&r, 4| miles (n. fi. by K.) 
from Llandilo^ Vawr ; containing 884 inhabitants. 
The rich and beautiful Vale of Towy is seen to 
much advantage from many portions of the hamlet, 
which is ornamented with various pleasing residences 
of families of independent fortune. 

MAENOR-DEILO- VABON, a hamlet, in 
that part of the parish of Llandilo-^Vawr which is 
in the lower division of the hundred of Perveih, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 2 mileft 
(b. n. b.) from Llandiio-Vawr; containing 424 in«- 
habitants. This place lies on the road from Llan- 
gadock to Llandilo-Vawr, which here runs along the 
eastern bank of the Towy. Upon the brook called 
the Aretha which divides the parishes of Llandilo- 
Vawr and Llangadock, is a very fine fall of consider- 
able height, much resorted to by th6 lovers of the 
picturesque. The house contiguous to the bridge is 
remarkable for a murder committed there some years 
ago, under very memorable circumstances. The seat 
Maenor-Vabon is in this hamlet 

MAENTWROG(MAEN-TWROG),aparish, 
in the union of Festinioo, hundred of Ardudwt, 
county of Merioneth, North Wales, ^ of a mile 
from the post-office at Tan-y-Bwlch, and 18 miles 
(k. Vi w.) from D6lgelley; containing 682 inhabit^ 
ants. This parish derives its name from a larTO up^ 
right stone still remaining at one lingle of the church, 
which m called *^ Maen Twrog," and was erected to 
the memory of Twrog, an eminent British saint, who 
flonrished at the close of the fifth and beginning of 
the sixth centuries, and to whom the church is dedi- 
cated. It is surrounded by the parishes of Festiniog, 
Llandecwyn, and Trawsvynydd, and contains 5t288a. 
dn 17/)., of which the arable compared with the 
pasture forms about one-third, but a very consider- 
able portion is under wood, the prevailing species 
being oak. The surface is partly ruggeil and hilly, 
embracing one half of the Vale of Festiniog. but is 
not so much so as that parish, there being here more 
flat and level land, with a soil for the most part light 
and gravelly, producing oats and barley. The viU 
lage. in which is a comfortable inn, is situated in the 
north-western part of the parish, and in the most 
romantic portion of the fertile and highly pictu- 
resque Vale of Festiniog; and on the soudiem bank 

2fifi 



MAES 



MAE S 



of the river Dwyryd, which falls into Traeth B&ch 
in the bay of Cardiiran ; and on the turnpike-road 
leading from DolgeQey to Carnarvon. Roads also 
branch off from it north-west to Tremadoc, north- 
east to Festiniog, and south-west to Harlech. The 
surrounding scenery is richly diversified with verdant 
meadows and luxuriant e^bves, beautifully contrast- 
ing with the barren and precipitous mountains by 
which this portion of the vale is inclosed. About a 
mile from the village are two fine waterfalls, one 
called Rhaiadr Du, or <'the black fall," and the 
other Llyn-y-Gwynryn, both formed by the small 
river Velinrhyd. T^e latter, which consists of six 
different falls, each about thirty feet in extent, is 
beautifully picturesque, and, as seen from the base 
of the rocks over which the river descends, has a 
sublime and romantic grandeur of effect. The river 
Dwyryd is navigable to the village, and receives the 
Cynval, a small river: and there are two other 
streams named Llechrwd and Velinrhyd, that form 
the boundary between this and the parish of Llan- 
decwyn and part of Trawsvynydd. The manufac- 
ture of flannel and the knitting of stockings are 
carried on to a moderate extent, affording employ- 
ment to a f)ortion of the inhabitants; and fairs are 
held on March Srd, April 14tb, May Idth, August 
15th, September 19th, and November 10th. 

The living is a discharged rectory, consolidated 
with the rectory of Festiniog: the church, rebuilt 
in 1814, on the site of the ancient structure, is a 
neat stone edifice, with a square embattled tower, 
about 50 feet long and 36 broad, and contains 232 
sittings, of which 60 are free. There are places of 
worship for Independents and Calvinistic and Wes- 
leyan Methodists. A school-house has been built 
by Mrs. Oakeley, in which between 70 and 80 chil- 
dren are instructed at her sole expense ; and there 
are also ^ four Sunday schools, appertaining to the 
dissenters, in which about 240 males and females are 
taught gratuitously. Some of the children of this 

Sarish attend the National school at Festinic^. Mrs. 
ones, in 1742, bequeathed £30; Evan Lloyd, in 
1691, £20 ; aild John Roberts £5 ; with which sums, 
and other monies, three cottages and gardens were 
purchased in a remote part of the parish many years 
since, in which three poor iietmilies are permitted to 
reside rent-free ; but the interest of the above sums 
is still annually distributed among the poor. The 
Roman road leading from Uriconium to Seaontium ; 
another from Tommen-y-Mur, in the parish, where 
the kings of England employed in the conquest of 
Wales frequently encamped, to Caer Gai; and an- 
other to Sam Helen, passed through this place ; and 
several Roman antiquities have been found in the 
parish, consisting of coins, urns, and inscribed stones, 
of which last, some were in the possession of the late 
W. Gruffydd Oakeley, Esq., of Tan-y-Bwlch Hall, 
and of John Lloyd, Esq., of Pen-y-GIanau, who 
has also an extensive collection of antiquities dis- 
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covered in different parts of the principality. Among 
the inscriptions in the hands of tbe late Mr. Oakeley 
are, a bordered stone, ornamented at the extremities, 
and divided longitudinally into two compartments, 
in the upper of which are the characters ^ and, and 
in the lower pxxxix.; another stone, fourteen inches 
in length and nine inches broad, with the inscription 
> I VLIMANS ; and a third, fifteen inches longvand seven 
inches broad, bearing the inscription imav.xxxix. 
The Rev. Edmund Frys, Archdeacon of Merioneth, 
one of the most eminent poets of his time, was rec- 
tor of the parish for many years. He translated tbe 
metrical version of the Fsalms of David used in the 
Welsh churches, one of which he is said to have 
versified every time he had service in this church, in 
which the whole were sung previously to their being 

Cublished ; and he also assisted Bishop Morgan in 
is translation of the Welsh Bible. He was born at 
Gerddi Bluog, in the parish of Lianvair, in i544, 
and was interred under the communion table of this 
church. 

MAESCAR, a township, in tbe parish and hun- 
dred of Devynock, union and county of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 7 miles (w. by s.) from Brecknock; 
containing 770 inhabitants. The township com- 

[)rises 4241a. 2r. dj?., of which 114 acres are waste 
and ; and its rateable annual value is returned at 
£2986. It forms the north-eastern portion of the 

Earish, and is bounded on the north by the river 
Jsk, into which the Camlais brook here flows, and 
over which is a bridge. The inhabitants of a portion 
of the hamlet resort to the parish church, while those 
of the upper part of Cwm Camlais frequent the 
chapel of Llanilltyd. Here are three day schools, 
one of which, containing 40 children, was endowed 
by the late Sir John Davies ; and in the other two 
about 50 children are taught at their parents* expense. 
Instruction is also gratuitously aftorded to about 
110 males and females attending the Elstablished 
Church, and to about 95 belonging to the dissenters; 
and there are five almshouses, navmg an endowment 
of £40 per annum. The tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £248, which is equally 
divided between the Bishop of Gloucester and Bris- 
tol, the vicar of Devynock, and the impropriator. 

MAESGWARTHA (MAES GWARTHAF), 
a hamlet, in the parish of Llanelly, union and 
hundred of Crickhowel, county of BaECKNOCK, 
South Wales, 5} miles (w. by n.) from Aher&r 
venny; containing 1659 inhabitants. This hanolet 
comprises the upper portion of the parish, and con- 
tains several limestone quarries and limekilns, the 
E reduce being sent to various surrounding dbtricts, 
y means ot the Brecknock canal, which passes 
through it 

MAESGWtN (MAES-GWtN), a hamlet, in 
the parish of Nantmel, hundred of Rhaiadr, county 
of Radnor, South Wales, 2 miles (e.) fw>DB 
Rhaiadr ; containing 890 inhabitants. It forms tbe 
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south- eastern portion of the parish, and was formerly 
c»Jled Uwch-Coed. At the base of the barren emi- 
nence termed Rhiw-Graidd, on the north-western 
side, is a fine sheet of water, about a mile in circum- 
ference, named Livn Gwyn, near which, and close 
to the left bank of the Dulas river, is Llwynbaried 



MAESMAENCYMRO (MAES-MAEN- 
CYMRO), a joint hamlet with Br^^n-Caredig, in 
that part of tbe parish of Llanynys which is in the 
hundred of Ruthin, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales, 3 miles (n. w.) from Ruthin : the popula- 
tion is included in the return for the parish. 

MAESMAWR (MAESMOR) with Ceulan, a 
township, in the parish of Llanyi h angel- Gen eu'r- 
G1.YN, upper division of the hundred of Geneu'r- 
G1.YN, county of Cardigan, South Wales, 8 miles 
(n. e.) Arom Aberystwith; containins^ 597 inhabit- 
ants. It consists of a mountainous district near the 
head of the river Maesmor. 

MAESMYNIS (MAES-MYNYS), a parish, 
in the union and hundred of Builth, county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 1^ mile (s. w.) from 
Builth ; .containing 252 inhabitants. This parish is 
situated in the northern part of the county, between 
the rivers Irvon and Dihonwy, by the latter of which 
it is separated from the parish of Llanddewi'r-Cwm ; 
it is divided from Llanynis by a rivulet called the 
Cniddon, which flows into the Irvon ; and is inter- 
sected bv the turnpike-roads from Builth to Breck- 
nock ana Llandovery, that unite within a mile of the 
church. It is bounded on the north by Llanynis, 
on the east by Builth, on the south-east by Llan- 
ddewi'r-Cwm, on the south by Llangync^ and 
Merthyr-Cyn<^, and on the west by Llangammarch; 
and contains by computation 5770 acres, of which 
about 2509 are arable, 501 meadow and pasture, 
400 woodland, &c., 5 earden, and 2355 waste, moun- 
tain, common, &c. : me soil is generally light and 
barren, but produces eood wheat, barley, oats, and 
peas ; and live stock is also reared : of timber, the 
prevailing sorts are oak, ash, and wych, with birch, 
alder, and thorns ; and there are plantations of fir. 
The surface is extremely uneven, rising into hills of 
considerable elevation, part of the Eppynt range, 
alternated with deep and narrow valleys, of which 
one termed Cwmbwch, from the river Bwch, by 
which it is intersected, and another of greater extent, 
through which the Dihonwy takes its course, are 
finely ornamented with flourishing plantations, and in 
other parts almost covered with underwood. Near the 
rivulet Cniddon is an extensive wood, named Gil- 
vach Ddedwydd, on the southern side of which the 

Earish churcn forms an interesting feature in the 
ighly picturesque sceneiy that distinguishes this 
part of the parish : in a field adjoining this wood, 
stood, not many years since, a large stone, or rather 
some petrified gravel, of an oblong shape, about 
eight teet high, and from four and a half to five feet 
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long, on each side, called Maen Dewi, or St David's 
stone ; it was broken up by the proprietor, but there 
are fragments still remaining. On the river Dihonwy, 
which flows nearly through the whole length of tne 
parish, are two corn grist-mills ; and on the Irvon is 
a flannel manu&ctory, employing about ten persons, 
near which is a small village designated Nant-yr- 
Arian, or the Money brook. The rateable annual 
value of the parish has been returned at £1175. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 1. 3. ; present net income, £128; 
patron. Bishop of St David's : there are 6 acres of 

?^lebe land, and a commodious house, about 200 yards 
rom the churchyard, erected by the late incumbent, 
the Rev. Thomas Bowen, on the site of a former 
rectory-house, built in 1694. The church, dedicated 
to St David, and situated on an eminence, is an an- 
cient structure, with the remains only of a tower, that 
appears to have been in ruins for ages : within the 
walls, which are not more than seven or eight feet 
above the ground, an old ash tree had obtained a 
considerable growth, from the roots of which three 
young trees are now growing. The interior of the 
churdi consists of a nave and chancel, recently 
ceiled, and is in length about seventy-five feet, and 
in breadth about twenty : the ancient roof of the 
chancel was of oak panelled in compartments, each 
of which was ornamented with the device of two lions 
seiant, and beneath them the legend << Nor is tfit5," 
in old characters; but these panels have been re- 
moved: near the entrance is a font rudely sculp- 
tured. There is meeting-house for Independents; 
and about 80 males and females are gratuitously 
taught by that denomination in a Sunday school. 
A tenement named Tir Twppa, in Llanynis, is 
charged with the annual payment of twenty shillings 
to the poor of this place ; and the rental of a tene- 
ment in the same parish, called Pen-y-Rhiw, and 
now produdng £15 per annum, is divided among the 
poor of both parishes. The shaft of an ancient stone 
cross, beautifully sculptured, and a great curiosity, 
has been inserted in the wall of a mrm-house, de- 
signated Neuadd Siarmon; it is said to have been 
removed from Porth-y-Crwys, in Llanynis. 

MAESTREGOMER (MAES-TRE-GO- 
MER), a hamlet, in the parish of Tk^veglwys, 
upper division of the hundred of Llanidloes, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales: the populaUon 
is included in the return for the parish. The paro- 
chial church is situated in this hamlet, about four 
miles and a half north by east from Llanidloes. 

MAES-TROYDpYN, a hamlet, in the parish 
of Cayo, higher division of the hundred of Cayo, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, U miles 
(w. N. w.) from Llandovery : the population is in- 
cluded in the return for the parish. It is situated 
on the right bank of the Twrch, near its junction 
with the river Cothy : there are some well-wooded 
eminences within its limits. 
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MAES-Y-FYNNON (MAES^Y-FFYNNON), 
a township^ in the parish ot Llamthoysaimt, union 
of Llandovery^ lower division of the hundred of 
PerVetHi county of Carmarthen, South Walbs, 
5^ miles (s« b») from Llangadock : the population is 
included in the return foir the parish. It is situated 
at tlie foot of the Black Mountains, and contains 
some well-'wooded dingle84 There are several earn- 
eddau oti the eminences in the district^ more espe^* 
oially at T^ Uchav, where are two circular ones, 
and contiguous is a large upright stone. 

MAES-Y-OROES, a hamlet, in the parish of 
KtLKEK, Northop division of the hundred of Coles-* 
HILL, county of Flint, North Wales; containing 
237 inhabitants. 

MALLAEN, a hamlet^ partly ill the parish of 
Cayo, and pcu'tly in that of KtLYCWM, higher divi-^ 
sion of the nundred of Cayo, county of Carmar-* 
THEN, South Wales, 7^ miles (n. w« by n») from 
Llandovery : the population is included in the re^ 
turn for the respective parishes. This place is a 
manor belonging to the crown, and forms a part of 
the lofty and Darren mountain called Mallaen, on the 
border of Cardiganshire, and on which the inhabit* 
ants of Cayo and those of the adjoining parish of 
Llanwrda and the hamlet of Ystrad have a right of 
common pasture and of turbary: on the southern 
ridge of the mountain are two circular carneddau. 

MALLWYD (MAEN-LLWYD), a parish, in 
the union of Dolgbllby, partly in the hundred of 
Machynlleth, county of Montgomery, but prin-^ 
cipally in that of TAlybont and Mowddwy, county 
of Merioneth^ North Wales, 11^ miles (n. e.) 
fVom Machynlleth; containing 1177 inhabitants, of 
whom 1041 are in the Merionethshire^ and 136 
in the Montgomeryshire, portion. The naibe, im-> 
plying the oark stone^ is supposed to have been 
derived from an ancient monument formerly existing 
within a short distance of the viliag^, but which dis^ 
appeared thirty-four years ago. The parish, which 
is extensive, is pleasantly situated on the river 
Dovey, and comprises a very considerable portion 
of arable and pasture land, inclosed and in a good 
state of cultivation, together with a large tract of 
uninclosed and uncultivated country, where peat, 
which forms the principal fuel of the inhabitants, is 
obtained* The village is delightfully situate in a 
nnall but fertile valley, water^ by the Dovey, and 
abounding with finely diversified and highly pictu-^ 
resque scenery^ folrmed by the various indentations 
of the three lofty mountain^ of Aran, Camlan^ and 
Moeldyvi, which surround it like an amphitheatre. 
The views in every direction are interesting, and 
embrace many objects of varied beauty and features 
of romantic character^ including some pleasing waters- 
falls in various parts of the parish, which, especially 
after floods, are seen to great advantage : of these^ 
the principal are at Pennantigi^ in the township of 
Cerist; at Maes Glasau, in the townriiip of that 
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name; at Pont Vallwyd^ in tbat of Camlan; and 
another near Dinas Mowddwy. That at Pont 
Vidlwyd is close to the village^ and is formed by die 
river Dovey rushing through a narrow and rocky 
channel against a high slate rock in the centre of iu 
bed, whence its waters ard pi^ectpitatttd into a pool 
beneath : on one side of it the Camlan moantsia 
rises in rude majesty, opposite to which issues a 
stream that is crossed above by a lofty ivy-mantled 
bridge of one arch, the sides of the glen being 
covered with underwood, and the waters of the 
Dovey at the same time reflecting^ in a variety of 
shades the conical head of the Aran and its depen<* 
dent elevations to the north : betweeto the opening 
in the mountains a distant view of the Vale of tfa^ 
Dovey is also obtained, which adds considerably td 
the picturesque beauty of the scene by its light and 
contrasted hues. The manufacture of flannel is 
carried on upon a moderate scale^ affording Employ- 
ment to a portion of the inhabitants^ of whom also 
a few are engaged in the slate qtianries within the 
parish* The turnpike-road from Welshpool to Macli^ 
ynlleth and Ddlgelley passes through the village. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the hinges books 
at £10. 15. 5.; present net income, j£400, with a 

flebe- house; patron, Bishop of St Asaph: the tithetf 
ave been commuted for a rent^charge of £340; and 
there is a small glebe of about an acre. The churchy 
dedicated to St^ Tydecho^ who lived at the close of 
the fifth and beginning of the sixth centuries^ and 
of whom tradition has recorded many marvellous e3^ 
ploitS) is situated on a spot where two counties meet» 
the eastern end being in the shire of Merionetfa^ 
and the western in that of Montgomery ; it is in die 
early style of English architecture, and 16 fettiark^ 
able for the situation of the altar in the centre^ 
opposite to the reading-desk^ to which situation it 
was removed from the east end by Dr. Davies, in^ 
cumbent, in defiance of the injunction of Laud^ 
Archbishop of Canterbury. In the churchyard are 
three remarkably fine ye^^treei, one of which mca* 
sures twenty-^eiffht feet three inches in girths and 
from one stem tnrows out a great number of sdons^ 
that spread around it an extensive shade, and toge- 
ther present an appearance of sombre magnificence^ 
There are places of worship for Independents, fttid 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists t about thirty 
children are instructed in a day school ; and nine 
Sunday schools, affording gpratuitous instructioii ^ 
about 540 males and females, are conducted by the 
dissenters. Dr. John Davies^ in 164d, bequeathed 
£50, with which was purchased a portion of Isnd) 
ndw yiekling £8. 10^ per annum ; Mrs. Margaret 
Vaughan £50 ; Edward Wynne and Griffith Le^ 
each £20; Robert Vaughan, Ellis David^ and an 
unknown benefactor, £10 each; and William ^^ 
John Parr^, £5 eaeh: the produce of all whieb^ 
together with some smaller charitable donations iHid 
bequests, was some years since annually disti^ibated 
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among the poor of the parish, but the greater por* 
tion of the charities^ baring been lent to a person 
who became insolrent, is for the most part lost. At 
Cae Gwyn is a well, the water of which is in high 
estimation for its efficacy in the core of diseases of 
the eye. Dr. Davies, author of a Welsh grammar 
and dictionary, was for many years incumbent af the 
parish, to which he was a c^eat benefector, having 
built a rectory-house and three brids^es at his own 
expense: he devoted much of his time to literary 
pursuits ; rendered into Welsh the thirty-nine Arti- 
cles of the Church of England ; and assisted Bishop 
Parry in his translation of the Bible into Welsh, 
published in one volume folio, in 1620 ; iie died and 
was interred here in 1644. 

MAN AVON, a parish, in the union of Nbw- 
TOWN and Llanidloes, lower division of the hun- 
dred of Newtown^ county of Momtoomcry, Nokth 
Wales, 8^ miles (w. s. w.) from Welshpool; con- 
taining 795 inhabitants. The parish is situated in 
a mountainous district nearly in the centre of the 
oounty, and is intersected by the river Rhiw, and 
also by the road leadii^ from Llanvair to Newtown 
mod Montgomery ; it comprises a large tract of knd, 
of which a considerable portion^ is imciiltivated, and 
of the remainder, one-half consists of old inclosures, 
and the other has been brought into a state of culti-* 
vation under the provisions of an act of pariiament 
passed in 1796. Of the rateable annual value, the 
return made amounts to £3519. The surrounding 
scenery is strikingly diversified; and from the higher 
grounds are obtained extensive and pleasingly varied 
prospects. The manufacture of flannel is carried on 
to a limited extent The living is a rectory, rated 
in the kins^'sbooksaifd. 18. 4. ; present net income, 
£227, wiw a glebe-honse; patron. Bishop of St 
Asaph. The eburch^ dedicated to St Michael, is 
an ancient structure, in the early style of £ngHsb 
architeeture^ sf^Dropriately fitted np for the perform* 
ance of divine service : in the churchyard are two 
fine yew-trees of luxuriant growth. In the townshh) 
of Dolgynvelyn was formerly a chapel of ease, whicn 
has been in mine for many years. There is a place 
of worship for Welsh Calvinistic Metkodisls. A day 
and Sunday National school, the number of children 
in which varies according to the season of the year 
from 90 to 60, is partly supported by an endow-> 
ment of £2, being tke rent of an acre of land, and m 
small allotment since added, to whidi are alao at« 
tached a cottage and gardeo, occupied by a paaper; 
the whole purchased with a bequest of £\0 i>y Juditk 
James in 1718^ and a legacy of £20 by Kowland 
Evans in 1735: by aid of this 4 children are taught 
to read, and the rest are paid for by theb parentsir 
The Calvinistic Methodists gratuitously teach frooi 
100 to 200 males imd fenmles in three Sunday 
schools. George Baxter, in 1658; Johs Thomaa 
Shone, at an unknown period ; and Evan Thomas, 
in 16t^ gave each a small rtpt-eharge on certain 
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portions of land to the poor: and William Foulkes, in 
17dl, bequeathed £dO in money, the interest of 
which was to be divided among twelve decayed 
housekeepers. The late Rev. Walter Davies, dis^ 
tinguished as a philologist and antiquary, was for 
many years rector of the parish. 

MANCOTT, a township, in the parish of Ha- 
WARDEN, hundred of Mold, county of Flint, 
North Wales, | of a mile (n.) from Hawarden ; 
containing 282 inhabitants. 

MANERDIVY (MAENOR-DEIFI), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Cardigan, hundred of KIl* 
OERRAN, county of Pembroke, South Wai.es, 3 
miles (s. e.) from Cardigan, and 6 (w. n. w.) from 
Newcastle-Eatlyn ; containing 963 inhabitants* Thb 
parish is bounded on the east by Kenarth, south 
by Llanvihangel-Penbedw, west by Kilgerran, and 
north by the nver Teivy, on which it is situated, at 
the noith-eastem extremity of the county, border* 
ing upon Cardiganshire, and Carmarthenshire. It 
comprises a considerable tract of arable and pasture 
land, inclosed and in a good state of cultivation ; the 
sur&ce is finely undiuated, and the surrounding 
scenery, which is enriched with thrivi|ig plantations, 
and enlivened by the course of the river, is generally 
pleasing, and in many parts picturesque. The river 
Teivy abounds with salmon, in the taking of which 
many persons are employed; and trout, sewin, and 
other fresh-water fish, are also to be found in it« 
Some tin-works were formerly estabHshed here^ 
from which a canal commanicated with the Teiv^ 
below Llechr^d bridge^ to which place that river is 
navigable for small cmft ; aad some^excellent quarries 
for mg-stones have been opened, principally on the 
glebe Tandy bat are not at present work^ The 
rateable annual value of the parish has been returned 
at£1990. 1. 5. 

The vicinity is ornamented with several gen-< 
tlemen's seats; and tbe adjoining country is nchly 
wooded^ and afibrds some fine views of the vales 
of Teivy and Cych, which here unite, abound* 
ing with features of romantic beauty* Pentrey for^ 
merly the seat of tbe family of Saunders, and now, 
by nnraage of the heiress of that £amily with the 
fiitber of the present owner, the property of D^ 
Saunders Davies, Esq*, is a handsome and substan-4 
tial aMdern edifice^ ereeted oo the site of the old 
mansion, and embosomed in flowrisbing plantations; 
the gpnottiKts, notwithstanding that they retain to a 
considerable dwree the ancient style, are finehr laid 
out, and from their elevated situation commandsome 
interesling and extensive prospects, embracing^ part 
of the beautiful Vale of Teivy, the town of Cardi-' 
gan, and the Irish Sea iii the cKstancew Fynnonao, 
once the property of the Morgans of Blaeabylany 
who sold it to Captain Stephen Colby, R. N., ancle 
of tke present proprietor, John Colby, Esq., is an^ 
elegant modem house, oected from a design by 
Mr. Nash, and beautifoUy situated in groves m<X 
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MAES-Y-FYNNON (MAES-Y-FFYNNON), name; at Pont Vallwyd, in that of Camlan ; and 

a township^ in the pariftli c^ Llamthoysaimt, union another near Dinas Mbwddwy. That at Pont 

of Llandovery^ lower division of the hundred of Vidlwyd is close to the village^ and is formed by the 

PjbrVetHi county of Carmarthen, South Walbs, river Dovey rushing through a narrow and rocky 

5^ miles (s* e^ nrom Llangadock : the population is channel against a high slate rock in the centre of its 

included in the return foir the parish. It is situated bed, whence its waters ard pi^edpitated into a pool 

at the foot of the Black Mountains, and contains beneath : on one side of it the Camlan moantab 

some well^wooded dingle84 There are several cam- rises in rude majesty, opposite to which issues a 

eddau oti the eminences in the district^ more espe*» stream that is crossed above by a lofty iTy-manded 

oially at T^ Uchav, where are two circular ones, bridge of one arch, the sides of the glen btfing 

and contiguous is a large upright stone* covered with underwood, and the waters of the 

MAES-Y-OROES, a hamlet, in the parish of Dovey at the same time reflecting in a variety of 

KIlken, Northop division of the hundred of Coles-^ shades the conical head of the Aran and its depen^ 

HILL, county of tlikt. North Wales; containing dent elevations to the north: betweeh the opening 

237 inhabitants* in the mountains a distant view of the Vale of th^ 

MALLAEN, a hamlet^ partly iil the parish of Dovey is also obtained, which adds considerably to 

Cayo, and pcu'tly in that of ICtLTCWM, higher divi-^ the picturesque beauty of the scene by its light and 

sion of the hundred of Cayo, county of Carmar-* contrasted hues. The manufacture of flannel is 

then. South Wales, 7^ miles (n. w. by n») from carried on upon a moderate scale^ affording employ- 

Llandovery : the population is included in the re-^ ment to a portion of the inhabiteints, of whom also 

turn for the respective parishes. This place is a a few are engaged in the slate quarries wtthin the 

manor belonging to the crown, and forms a part of parish* The turnpike-road from Welshpool to Mach^ 

the lofty and barren mountain called Mallaen, on the ynlleth and Ddlgelley passes through the villa^. 
border of Cardiganshire, and on which the inhabit* The living is a rectory, rated in the king's Dooks 

lints of Cayo and those of the adjoining parish of at £10. 15. 5.; present net income, £400, with a 

Llanwrda and the hamlet of Ystrad have a right of glebe- house; patron, Bishop of St Asaph: the titheA 

common pasture and of turbary : on the southern have been commuted for a rent^charge of £340 ; and 

ridge of the mountain are two circular carneddau. there is a small glebe of about an acre. The churchy 

MALLWYD (MAEN-LLWYD), a parish, in dedicated to St- Tydecho, who lived at the close of 

the union of D6lgellby, partly in the hundred of the fifth and beginning of the sixth centuries^ and 

Machynlleth, county of Montgomery, but prin-^ of whom tradition has recorded many marvellous ex^ 

cipally in that of TAlybont and Mowddwy, county ploits, is situated on a spot where two counties aneet^ 

of Merioneth^ North Wales, 11^ miles (n. e.) the eastern end being in the shire of Merioneth^ 

fVom Machynlleth; containing 1177 inhabitants, of and the western in that of Montgomery) it is in the 

whom 1041 are in the Merionethshire^ and 136 early style of English architecture, and k remark^ 

in the Montgomeryshire, portion. The naibe, im-> able for the situation of the altar in the eentrei 

plying the dark stone, is supposed to have been opposite to the reading-desk, to which situation it 

derived from an ancient monument formerly existing was removed from the east end by Dr. Davies, in* 

within a short distance of the villag^, but which dis^ cumbent, in defiance of the injunction of Laud^ 

appeared thirty-four years ago. The parish, which Archbishop of Canterbury. In the churchyard sre 

is extensive, is pleasantly situated on the river three remarkably fine ye^^-trees, one of which mea* 

Dovey, and comprises a very considerable portion sures twenty-^eiffht feet three inches in girth^ and 

of arable and pasture land, inclosed and in a good from one stem tnrows out a great number of scions^ 

state of cultivation, together with a large tract of that spread around it an extensive shade, and toge- 

uninclosed and uncultivated country, where peat, ther present an appearance of sombre magnificence^ 

which forms the principal fuel of the inhabitants, is There are places of worship for Independents, atld 

obtained. The village is delightfully situated in a Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists t about Uiirty 

nnall but fertile valley, watered by the Dovey, and children are instructed in a day school ; atld nitie 

abounding with finely diversified and highly pictu-^ Sunday schools, affording gpratuitous instruction td 

resque scenery^ formed by the various indentations about 540 males and females, are conducted by the 

of the three lofty mountain^ of Aran, Camlan, and dissenters. Dr. John Davies^ in 164d, bequeathed 

Moeldyvi, which surround it like an amphitheatre. £50, with which was purchased a portion of land) 

The views in every direction are interesting, and now yielding £8. 10. oer annam ; Mrs. Margai^t 

embrace many objects of varied beauty and features Vaughan £50 ; Edwara Wynne and Griffith Lewis^ 

of romantic character^ including some pleasing water<- each £20 ; Robert Vaughan, Ellis David^ and an 

fells in various parts of the parish, which, especially unknown benefactor, £10 each; and William and 

after floods, are seen to great advantage : of these^ ~ John Parry, £5 eaeh : the produce of all whiebj 

the principal are at Pennantigi^ in the township of together with some smaller charitable donations sad 

Cerist; at Maes Glasau, in the townriiip of that bequests, was some years since annually distributed 
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among the poor of the parish, but the greater por* 
tioo of the charidesy haring been lent to a person 
i^ho became inaolrent, is for the most part lost. At 
Cae Grwyn is a well, the water of which is in high 
eatimation for its efficacy in the core of diseases of 
the eye. Dr. Davies, author of a Welsh grammar 
and dictionary, was for many years incumbent af the 
parish, to which he was a s^eat benefector, having 
Duilt a rectory-house and three brids^es at his own 
expense: he devoted much of his time to literary 
pursuits ; rendered into Welsh the thirty-nine Arti- 
cles of the Church of England ; and assisted Bishop 
Parry in his translation of the Bible into Welsh, 
published in one volume folio, in 1620 ; he died and 
was interred here in 1644. 

MAN AVON, a parish, in the union of Nbw- 
¥OVN and Llanidloes, lower division of the hun- 
dred of Newtown, county of Momtgomcry, Nokth 
Walks, 8^ miles (w. s. w.) from Welshpool; con- 
taining 795 inhabttants. The parish is aitnated io 
a mountainous district nearly in the centre of the 
county, and is intersected by the rirer Rhiw, and 
also by the road leadii^ from Lianvair to Newtown 
and Montgomery ; it comprises a large tract of land, 
of which a considerable portion^ is UDCultivated, and 
of the remainder, one-half consists of old inclosures, 
and the other has been brought into a state of culti* 
vation under the provisions of an act of parliament 
passed in 1796. Of the rateable annual value, the 
return made amounts to £3519. The surrounding 
scenery is strikingly diversified ; and from the higher 
grounas are obtained extensive and pleasingly varied 
prospects. The manu£EK:ture of flannel is carried on 
Io a limited extent The living is a rectory, rated 
in the kinti^'sbooksatfd. 18* 4.; present net income, 
£227, with a glebe-honse; patron. Bishop of St 
Asaph. The eburch, dedicated to St Michael, is 
an andent structure, in the early style of EngKsb 
architeeture, appropriately fitted up for the perform* 
ance of dKvine service : in the churchyard are two 
fine yew-trees of luxuriant growth. In the townshh) 
of Dolgynvelyn was formerly a chapel of ease, whicn 
has been in mine for many years. There is a place 
of worship for Welsh Calvinistic MediodislB. A day 
and Sunday National school, the number of children 
in which varies according to the season of the year 
from 80 to 60, is partly supported by an endow-* 
ment of £2, being tke rent of an acre of land, and a 
small allotment since added, to whidi are alao at« 
fached a cottage and gardeo, occupied by a paaper; 
the whole purchased with a bequest of £\0 by Judith 
James in 1718, and a legacy of £20 by Kowland 
Evans in 1735 1 by aid of this 4 children are taught 
to read, and the rest are paid for by theb parentSr 
The Calvinistic Methodists gratoitously teach frooi 
100 to 200 males and feirales in three Sunday 
actuM^ George Baxter, in 1658; Joha Thomaa 
Shone, at an unknown period ; and Evan The — is , 
in 16B9, gave each a sanll rfat-eharge on certain 
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portions of land to the poor: and William Foulkes, in 
17dl, bequeathed £dO in money, the interest of 
which was to be divided among twelve decayed 
housekeepers. The late Rev. Walter Davies, dis^ 
tinguished as a philologist and antiquary, was for 
many years rector of the parish. 

MANCOTT, a township, in the parish of Ha- 
WARDEN, hundred of Mold, county of Flint, 
North Wales, | of a mile (n.) from Hawarden ; 
containing 282 inhabitants, 

MANERDIVY (MAENOR-DEIFI), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Cardigan, hundred of KtL* 
OERRAN, county of Pembroke, South Wai.es, 3 
miles (s. £.) from Cardigan, and 6 (w. n. w.) from 
Newcastle^Eatlyn ; containing 963 inhabitants* This 
parish is bounded on the east by Kenarth, south 
by Llanvihangel-Penbedw, west by Kilgerran, and 
north by the nver Teivy, on which it is situated, at 
the noith-eastem extremity of the county, border* 
ing upon Cardiganshire, and Carmarthenshire. It 
comprises a considerable tract of arable and pasture 
land, inclosed and in a good state of cultivation ; the 
sur&ce is finely undiuated, and the surrounding 
scenery, which is enriched with thriving pbmtations, 
and enlivened by the course of the river, is generally 
pleasing, and in many parts picturesque. The river 
Teivy abounds with salmon, in the taking of which 
many persoas are employed; and trout, sewin, and 
other fresh-water fish, are also to be found in il« 
Some tin-works were formerly established here, 
from which a canal communicated with the Teivir 
below Ll^cfar^d bridge^ to which place that river is 
navigable for small cmft ; aad some^excellent quarries 
for mff-stones have been opened, principally on the 
glebe mnd, but are not at present worked. The 
rateable annual value of the parish has been returned 
at £1990. 1.5. 

The vicinity is ornamented with several gen-> 
tlemen's seats; and the adjoining country is richly 
wooded^ and affords some fine views of the vales 
of Teivy and Cyoh, which here unite, abound* 
ing with features of romantic beauty^ Pentre, for^ 
nterly the seat of the family of Saunders, and now, 
by marriage of the heiress of that £amily with the 
fiitber of the present owner, the property of I>^ 
Saunders Davies, Esq., is a handsome and substan-4 
tial modern edifice^ erected on the site of the old 
mansion, and embosomed in flowrisbing plantations; 
the gpnounds, notwithstanding that they retain to U 
considerable dc|^e the ancient style, are finely laid 
out, and from their elevated situation commandsome 
interesling and extensive prospects, embracing^ part 
of the beautiful Vale of Teivy, the town* of CanB- 
gan, and the Irish Sea iii the cKstancew Fynnonauy 
once the property of the Mo^ans of Blaeabylany 
who sold it to Captain Stephen Colby, R. N., uncle 
of tke present proprietor, John Colby, Esq., is an^ 
elegant modem bouse, ovcted from a design by 
Mr. Nash, and beautifttUy situated in groves Md 
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plantations; the grounds comprehend some rural 
and romantic scenery. Clvnviewy is also a hand- 
some residence pleasingly situated, and embellished 
with scenery of interesting character. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £9, and in the patronage of the Crown. 
The tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£345, of which a sum of £*265 is payable to the 
rector, who has also a glebe of 40 acres, valued at 
£50 per annum, and £80 to the owner of the great 
and small tithes of Cilvawr. The church, dedicated 
to St. David, is a small neat edifice, situated near 
the river, but not remarkable for any architectural 
features ; it has been partly rebuilt of late ; and the 
churchyard has been thickly planted with trees, 
principally by T. Lewis Esq. There was once a 
chapel of ease at Cilvawr ; but it has been in ruins 
for many years: the tithes of this part of the 
parish belonged formerly to W. O. Brigstocke, Esq., 
of Blaenpant, but are now the property of Miss 
Jones, having been purchased by her late brother, 
Morgan Jones, Esq., of the lormer gentleman. 
There is a day school, in which are about 20 girls, 
partly supported by some ladies and partly by the 
parents ; also two day and Sunday schools, contain- 
ing about 100 children, and one of which, having a 
lending library instituted by the rector, is main- 
tained by the trustees of Mrs. Bevaii's charity, who 
pay the master £20 a year, and supply books ; the 
other is carried on at the expense of the parents: 
about 100 males and females are instructed in two 
Sunday schools by Baptists. Dr. Erasmus Saunders, 
rector of Morton in the Marsh, and author of " Short 
Illustrations of the Bible," and an excellent tract on 
the duties of families, was born at Pentre, in the 
parish. 

MANEROWEN, or MANERAWEN 
(MAENOR-OWAIN), a parish, in the union of 
Haverfordwest, hundred of Dewisland, county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, 2 miles (w. s. w.) 
from Fishguard; containing 194 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is of very limited extent, is situated in 
the northern part of the county, and is intersected 
by the road leading from Fishguard to St David's, 
and watered by a rivulet that runs into Fishguard 
Jbay* The lands, with the exception of a small 
common, are in a good state of cultivation ; and the 
soil, which is peculiarly favourable to the growth of 
barley, is in general fertile and productive: the 
surface is varied; and the surrounding scenery, 
though not distinguished by any striking features, is 
of a pleasing character. The ancient seat and resi- 
dence of John Lewis, Esq., a magistrate of the 
county in the reign of James II., and equally 
distinguished for his learning and impartial adminis- 
tration of the law, is now deserted and in ruins : the 
estate is the property of his descendant, Richard 
Bowen, B^.» who has erected a handsome mansion 
a little higher up the hill, which forms an interesting 
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object in the scenery of the place. Slate of very 
good quality has been found m the parish, but the 
working of it has been discontinued : a small card- 
ing-miU, still in operation, affords employment to a 
few of the inhabitants. The rateable annual value 
has been returned at £600. The living is a vicar- 
age not in charge, endowed with £600 royal bounty, 
and £200 parliamentary grant; present net income, 
£86; patrons and appropriators, Subefaanter and 
Vicars-choral of St David's, whosse tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £80, subject to rates, 
averaging £9. 15. per annum. The church, dedi- 
cated to St Mary, is not remarkable for any archi- 
tectural details of importance. The above-men- 
tioned John Lewis, f^., was the intimate friend of 
Bishop Gibson, whom he materially assisted in editing 
*^ Camden's Britannia," more especially in those 

Earts of it that related to the principality, of which 
e was a native, and in the history and antiquides 
of which he was profoundly skilled. 

MANLLEDD (MANLEOEDD), a township, 
in the parish of Llanidloes, upper division of tbe 
hundred of Llanidloes, county of Montgomert, 
North Wales: the population is included in tlie 
return for the parish. Three-fourths of the tithes 
belong to the Dean and Chapter of Bangor, and tbe 
remaining one-fourth to the vicar of Llanidloes. 

MANOR, a joint township with Rake, in the 
parish of Hawarden, hundred of Mold, <x>unty of 
Flint, North Wales, 2 miles (e.) from Ha- 
warden ; containing, with Rake, 65 inhabitants. 

MANORBEER (MAENOR-BtR), a parish, 
in the hundred of Castlemartin, union and county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, 4^ miles (w. s. w.) 
from Tenby; containing 691 inhabitants. The name 
of this place is of very doubtful etymology : Giraldus 
Cambrensis, who was bom here, calls it, in his I tine- - 
rary, Maenor PyrVy which he interprets " the man- 
sion of Pyrrus," who, he says, also possessed tlie 
island of Caldey. According to Sir Richard Colt 
Hoare, the name literally signifies ^^ the manor of the 
lords," and appears to be derived from its occupation 
by the lords or Dy ved, who were also proprietors of 
the neighbouring island of Caldey. By whom the 
castle was originally built has not been ascertained 
with any degree of'^ accuracy: it probably owed its 
foundation to William de Barri, one of the Norman 
lords that accompanied Arnulph de Montgomery into 
Britain, and who married the grand-daughter of Rh^ 
ab Tewdwr, Prince of South Wales. The castle and 
manor remained in the possession of that family till 
the 1st of Henry IV., when they were bestowed upon 
John de Windsor, but afterwards reverting to the 
crown, they were, in consideration of a lai]ge sum of 
money, granted by letters patent to Thomas ab 
Owain of Trellwyn, from whose fitmily they passed 
by marriage into that of Philipps, the present 
owners. 

Giraldus, in his nq^ces of this place, quaintly says, 
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*^ Demetia is the most beautiful, as well as the most 
powerful, district in Wales ; Pembroke, that is the 
present hundred of Castlemartin, the finest province 
in Demetia, and the place I have described (Mae- 
norbeer) the most deli^tful part of Pembroke." The 
parish is situated on the small bay to which it fives 
name in the Bristol Channel, and within two miles to 
the south of the turnpike-rcwul leading from Tenby 
to Pembroke ; the sea bounds it on me south, and 
in other directions it is surrounded by the parishes 
of Penalley, St Florence, and Hodgeston. Bv 
admeasurement it contains 3464 acres, of which 
2855 are meadow and pasture, 450 arable, and the 
remainder, common and waste. A ereat portion of 
the parish lies on the side of the hill, along which, 
the main road from Tenby to Pembroke winds, and 
being so immediately on the coast it is almost en- 
tirely destitute of timber, but the situation of the 
village is singularly picturesque, and in consequence 
of its contiguit}' to the sea and the ancient ruins of 
the castle, by which it is adorned, is much fre- 
qoented by visiters. There are excellent limestone 
quarries in Lydstep bay, where a very considerable 
number of hands are employed, the stone being 
shipped during the summer months in great quanti- 
ties by vesselsl>elonging to other parts of Wales, and 
to North Devon : at Lydstep vessels of one hundred 
and thirty tons' burthen can ride in security. Some 
indications of coal have been observed, but the at- 
tempts to work it have not been attended with 
success. The sands on this part of the coast are 
fine, especiallv at Lydstep haven, where they are 
well adapted for sea-bathing ; and the beauty of its 
situation, and its convenient distance from Tenby, 
render this a favourite excursion from that watering- 
place. Within the limits of the parish, of which the 
rateable annual value returned is £312*2, are two small 
villages, called Jamestown and Manorbeer Newton. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £8, endowed with £600 royal bounty, 
ana £1400 parliamentary grant, and in the patron- 

ge of the Master and Fellows of Christ's College, 
unbridge, who are proprietors of the great tithes. 
The church, dedicated to St James, is an ancient 
structure, in the early style of English architecture, 
consisting of a nave and two aisles, the length being 
about 100 feet, and the extreme breadth 45, with a 
lofty square embattled tower: the accommodation 
has been recently increased by the erection of a 
gallery, containing 90 additional sittings, the cost of 
which was in part defrayed bv the Incorporated 
Society ; the chancel too has undergone considerable 
repair at the expense of the patrons : the whole con- 
tarns about 260 sittings, of which 90 are free. Close 
to it, on the south side, is a large edifice, which was 
in all probability connected with it, but its history is 
imknown ; it may have been a diantry or grange, or 
even some distinct religious house : it has recently 
been converted into a convenient school-room, cmsr 
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ble of containing from 80 to 90 children, having been* 
presented for tnat purpose by the patrons, and the 
school is rapidly improving, chieny through the 
exertions of the Rev. Henrv Hughes. There are 
places of worship for Calvinistic and Primitive Me- 
thodists. Manobeer CasNe, distinguished as the birth- 
Elace, and for some time the residence, of the cele- 
rated Giraldus de Barri, better known as Giraldus 
Cambrensis, is still an object of interest and attrac- 
tion. The remains occupy an elevated site above 
the small bay of Manorbeer, of which the castle had 
full command; they consist principally of portions 
of the state apartments, the windows of which faced 
a spacious court, the whole being inclosed with lofty 
emoattled walls, whereof the platforms are in some 
places still entire; the grand entrance, through a 
gateway flanked with two bastions, of which that on 
the north side has fallen down ; two portcullises, and 
the moat, which may be distinctly traced. On Old- 
castle Point, to the east of Manorbeer bUy, are the 
remains of an ancient encampment of smaJl dimen- 
sions, probably of Danish origin. 

Silvester Giraldus de Barri, commonly called 
Giraldus Cambrensis, was bom about the year II469 
and was educated under his uncle, then Bishop of 
St David's, who sent him to France for the comple- 
tion of his studies. On his return to England he 
embraced holy orders, and rose rapidly to distinction 
in the church; he held successively the offices of 
legate in Wales to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Archdeacon of St. David's, of which see he was 
afterwards chosen Bishop ; but the king, fearing to 
raise to that dignity a man of such talent and in- 
fluence in the principality, and one so nearly allied 
to the native princes, nis mother having been grand- 
daughter of Rh^s ab Tewdwr, Prince of South 
Wales, refused to confirm his election. He attended 
Baldwin, Archbishop of Canterbury, on his mission 
to preach the crusades throughout Wales, and, during 
the absence of Richard L m the Holy Land, was 
one of the members of the regency. Being again 
denied the bishopric of St. David's, to which he had 
been a second time elected, and in the hope of which 
he had successively refused various other sees, and 
the archbishopric of Cashel, in Ireland, he retired 
from public office to the principality, where he spent 
the last seventeen years of his life, devoted entirely 
to literary pursuits ; he died at St David's, at the 
age of seventy-four, and was interred in the cathe- 
dral church of that place, where his monument still 
remains. His writings are numerous, and many of 
them are still extant ; his Itinerary, by which he is 
best known, has been lately reprinted in quarto by 
Sir Richard Colt Hoare, Bart, with an elegant 
English version, accompanied by notes and a cata- 
logue of his writings, with a reference to the several 
works in which they are preserved. 

MARCHALED, a hamlet, forming that part of 
the parish of Llangerniew which is in the hundred 
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-of IsDULAS, county of Denbigh, North Wales, 
12 miles (w.) from Denbigh : the population is in- 
cluded in the return for the parish. It is situated 
on the left bank of the river Elwy, in a very moun^ 
tainoos district Havodunnos, an old mansion in the 
Elizabethan style, is said to have been once a reli- 
gious establishment; and Pennant is another good 
antique family structure, still remaining here. 

MARCHWIEL (MARCHWIAIL), a parish, 
in the union of Wrexham, hundred of Bromfield, 
county of Denbigh, North Wales, 2 miles (s. e.) 
from Wrexham; containing 558 inhabitants. Thisp». 
rish, which is situated in the eastern partof the county, 
and bounded by the places called Iscoed, Wrexham, 
Ruabon, and Bangor, is intersected by the road from 
Wrexham, which here branches off to Whitdiurch 
and Ellesmere; and oonsists of the townships of 
March wiel and Sontley, the former comprising 2691 
acres, with a population of 466, and the latter, 585 
acres, with a population of 87. The lands are in*' 
closed and in a good state of cultivation, except 
about one-eighth part; the soil is partly gravel and 
partly clay, producing good wheat, barley, and oats ; 
and the prevailing timber is oak : the rateable annual 
value has been returned at £3520. Marchwtel 
Hall, for many years the property and residence of 
the younger branch of the family of Broughton, of 
Broughton, forms an interesting feature in the scen- 
ery of the immediate neighbourhood. The living is 
a rectory, rated in the kmg's books at £12. 16. 8.; 
patron. Bishop of St. Asafui : the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £635. 13. ; and there 
is a glebe of three acres, with four cottages, the 
whole valued at £50 per annum. The churdi, dedi- 
cated to St. Marcellus, and in early times connected 
with the more ancient church of Bangor, was rebnilt 
in 1789, and enlarged and repaired in 1829: the 
expense of its enlargement was defrayed by the 
mortgage of a messuage called Tyddyn Daniel, 
which was lefty in 1626, for the purpose of the profits 
being appropriated to the repairing of the church. 
The present structure is in the Grecian style of ar- 
chitecture, from a design by Wyatt. There is a 
National day school, consisting of about 40 girls 
and 30 boys, supported by the rector; and a Sun« 
day school, attended by the day scholars, affords in- 
struction to about 80 males and females, and has a 
lending library attached, founded by the rector, who 
supplies the books. James ab Edward, in 1628, gave 
in trust to the churchwardens and their successors 
three pieces of land, comprising together twelve 
acres and two roods, the rental of which, now amounts 
ing to £14. 10., he directed to be annually distributed 
among the industrious poor not receiving parochial 
relief, and is so given away on GtM>d Friday in blan- 
ket and bread to about 16 or 18 poor fiunilies« 
Lady Jeffreys, in 1730, beaueathed £20, which has 
Wen either lost or misapplied, tc^et^er with other 
sums of £5 each, left by nve individuals at dBfiarent 
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periods. A fieurm called Tyddyn Daniel, oontuning 
about 14 acres, and now yielding a rent of £17 per 
annum, was purchased in fee from the crown in 1626, 
by Sir E. Broughton, of Marchwiel Hall, Knt, and 
four others, for the purpose of applying the proceeds 
to the repairs of the church, on which they are ez* 
pended after paying the interest of £200 appropri- 
ated to its enlargement in 1829. 

MARCROSS (MARK-CROSS, or MARY* 
CROSS), a parish, in the union of Bridgend and 
CowBRiDGE, hundred of Ogmore, county of Glii^ 
MORGAN, South Wales, 6 miles (s. w. ^oy^w^) from 
Cowbridge; containing 96 inhabitants. The naaie 
is said to be a corruption of Mer Croes^ ^ the cross 
on the sea-shore," the parish being situated on the 
coast of the Bristol Channel : on the other sides it is 
surrounded by the parishes of Monknash, Lantwit* 
Major and St. Donatt's. By admeasureroent it con*" 
tains 873 acres, of which 642 are arable, and 281 
pasture and meadow ; and the distingoishing oharao* 
ter of the surface is a prevailing flatness, but with 
delightful views of the channel, which is on the 
south ; there is very little wood ; the soil is of a 
clayey quality, producing diieflv wheat Marcross 
was formerly a place of considerable isiportance, 
having been distinguished by a cistle, dow denhJ- 
bhed, and a monastery, said to have been snbordinate 
to that of Lantwit-Major, and probably destroyed 
about the same time in the ravages of the Danes and 
Saxons on this coast The living is a discharged 
rectory, rated in the king's books at £9. 10. 10., and 
in the patronage of the Archdeacon and Chapter of 
Llandaf : the tithes have been commuted for a rent^ 
charge of £151. 7., which with the value of the 
glebe-land makes a gross income of £216. 7«: a 
very good parsonage-house was built about ten yeats 
since with money borrowed from Queen Anne's 
Bounty, under Gilbert's act The church, dedicaled 
to the Holy Trinity, is of a plain style of architec- 
ture, and was probably erected at a very early 
period ; it measures, exclusively of the chancel, ^ 
feet in length, by about 16 in breadth, and contains 
nine inclosed seats, of which four or five may bd 
considered free. A Sunday school affords instnictioa 
to about 20 males and females. A beqaest of £^ 
for the benefit of the poor by an unkoown donor is 
lost, no payment in regard of it having been made 
since 1788, when it was in the hands of the Rdv« 
Edward Cam, at interest Near the village are tktf 
remains of a cromlech^ which tradition reports to 
have been an eU churdi ; it is not improbable that 
it was devoted to some reltgious purpose by tb^ 
Druids» Here is a mineral springs the water of 
which is stated to have been successfully applied^ in 
a great tariety of instances^ to the cure of the king'fl 
evil. 

MAROAM, a parish^ in the mrion of MsAtfl^ 
hundred of Newcastle, county of Glamoroam^ 
South Wau&s^ bounded on the south by the Bristol 
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Cbannel, and situated on die line of the ^reat westero 
road tfaroagh the county^ 9 miles (s. s. e.) from 
Neai2i; containing 3626 inhabitants, being an in- 
crease, as eompared with the last census, of 624. 
The early history of this place is involved in some 
obsouritv : it was, at a very remote period, ereeted 
into a bishopric, which continued for nve successions, 
and then merged in that of Uandaf. Some writers 
ascribe this to Morgan, or Morcant, soa of the 
renowned King Arthur, who is said to have occa* 
sionally resided here ; but the circumstanoe is doubt* 
fill. Its original name was Pok^dAr^ <*The Oak 
Summit," so called from a noble woc^ of oak that 
oovers the breast of a mountain, upwards of eight 
hundred feet in height, forming a stnkine feature in 
the landscape, and deservedly admired for its bold- 
ness and grandeur, as well as for the beauty and 
variety of its outline. The present appellaCion is 
comparatively modern, being considerea a conrup- 
tion of Mawrgan, who was the son of Caradoc ab 
lestyn, and a great benefector to the celebrated 
abbey of Margam, if not its founder. Mr. Hum* 
phrey Llwyd, who is followed by several respectable 
Welsh antiouaries, is of the latter opiaioo, and states 
that he had seen '* Morgan ap Caradoc's original 
charter, with nine witnesses, all very antique British 
names." Dugdale, and the Aanales de Marganj 

C'nted in the secowl volume of Gale's Scriptores, 
Ji date the foundation in 1147, and attribute it to 
Robert, fjtrl of Gloucester, who, according to the 
ktter, died in this year, and was buried in the mo- 
Baatery. Bishop Tanner, in comparing these autho* 
rities with Speed and some manuscript accounts, 
which differ a litde in their dates, inserts a query 
whether ^ Robert might not begin this house only, 
a little before his death, and Williwn, his son and 
Sttcoessor, finish it some time after 7* tlie latter is by 
Camden considered to have been its founder. 

Notwithstanding the uncertainty of its origin, there 
can be little doubt that it was endowed by Caradoc 
ab lestjrn, lord of the adjacent lordship of Avon, 
with extensive grants of lands, which were confirmed 
by a deed under the hands of Morgan, and his two 
brothers, Cadwallon and Meriedoc, whose descend- 
ants, for several eenerations, were munificent bene- 
fiMStors to the establishment. This appears from die 
charter of Thomas de Avene, dated February 10th, 
1349 {as found by Dugdale, tranriated into English 
ixi the colleetion of Mr. Hugh Thomas, without 
mentioning where the latter obtained itj, wherein he 
states, ^ after due consideration, I connrm unto the 
said monks all donations, grants, confirmations, and 
sales whatsoever, which they enjoy by the bounty of 
any of my predecessors, viz,^ whatsoever they may 
have by Uie gift of Morgan ab Caradoc; of Leison 
and Owen, t£e sons of the said Moi^^an; and all 
they have by gift of MorgaB Cam anahis heirs, of 
Morgan Vaugnan and Sir Leison, the sons of the 
said Morgan Cam ; likewise whatsoever they have 
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by the gift of Sir Thomas de Avene, my father." 
A large colleetion of original diarters belonging to 
this wbey is preserved with the Harleian MSS. in 
the British Museum, the earliest of which is a con* 
firmatory buU of Pope Urban III., dated in 1186. 
It was a Cistercian abbey, dedicated to St. Mary, 
and is mentioned by earker antiquaries as the firat 
house of that kind m these parts : according to Le* 
land it had the privilege of sanctuary. When King 
John exacted a levy from the Cktercian monasteries, 
the abbey of Margam was exempted, on account of 
the hospitality he had received acre, on his way to 
Ireland. 

At the dissolution, its revenue was estimated at 
£168. 14^ and the site and possessions, together 
with the royalty of Avon water, were purchased by 
Sir Rice Mansel, Knt, who, about the year \bb% 
built a mansion partly on the site of the abbey, 
which continued to be the principal seat of the 
fiimily until the extinction of the male line in 1750. 
This edifice, which subsequently underwent con- 
siderable alterations and repairs, was built of the 
stxme of the country, with Sutton stone quoins and 
dressings taken from the ruins of the abbey : it pre- 
sented a long front without any magnificence in the 
structure, and was taken down about the year 1782. 
The chapter-house, which is a portion of the ancient 
conventual buildings, is an degant and highly ad- 
mired edifice, in tne form of a regular dumlecagon 
without, but within, an exact circle, forty*nine &et 
in diameter : its roof was vaulted, and supported in 
the centre by a single clustered column branching 
off into twenty<-four ribs ; but this beautiful roof feU 
in the year 1799, in consequence of the outer walls 
having become defective, and not, as' has been as- 
serted by tourists, from the filtration of water through 
the joints of the stones ; and the side walls, with the 
spring oi the arches only, are now left standing. A 
noble mansion, in Ae style of English architecture 
which prevailed in the reign of Henry VIII., has 
just been erected, on a scab suited to the rank and 
fortune of the representative of this ancient femily. 
In the midst of the pleasure^fprounds is a splendid 
orangery, an unusual appendage to a gentleman's 
re»dence, but there is no record in existence show- 
ing the period of its establishment According to 
tradition, this celebrated collection of exotics was in* 
tended as a present from a Dutch merchant to Queen 
Mary, consort of William III. ; but the vessel con- 
veying it having been stranded on the coast here, 
the choice cargo was claimed as the property of the 
lord, and a house, one hundred and nfty feet in 
leng^ was built for the reception of the plants. 
The late Mr. Tidbot, in the year 1787, built a new 
green-house, three hundred and twenty-seven feet 
m length, with a handsome Palladian front, and a 
room at each end, and, in 1800, a conservatory, one 
hundred and fifty feet long, with flues in the ground. 
There are about o«e hundred and ten trees in the 
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green-house, all standards planted in square boxes, 
and many of them eighteen feet high ; those in the 
conservatory, forty in number, are traced against 
a trellis framing, where the fruit, which is usually 
abundant, attains its native size and flavour. The 
evergreens cultivated in the rounds surrounding 
the orangery are healthy and luxuriant: among 
these a bay tree, supposed to be the largest in the 
world, sprouting from the ground in several branches, 
is the most remarkable, being upwards of sixty feet 
in height, and forty-five in diameter : the arbutus, 
Portugal laurel, and holly, flourish in an extraor- 
dinary manner, and present a rich and luxuriant 
appearance. 

The PARISH is bounded on the west by those of 
Aberavon, and Michaelston super Avon, on the 
north and north-east by Llangonoyd, on the east 
and south-east by Tythegston, and on the south by 
Pyle and Kenvig ; it contains 1 1,200 acres, of which 
8200 are good and productive, 4d00 poor and in^ 
different, and 3200 mountain and warren: every 
kind of corn is produced in the portion of good 
soil, and there is a large extent of pasture. A mag- 
nificent wood presents itself on the side of a moun- 
tain 820 feet high, in which oiak most abounds, but 
all sorts of timber are found to thrive ; the parish is 
watered by the Avon on the west, and by tne Ken- 
vig on the east, and there are the Frydwyllt and 
other brooks falling into these rivers. The village 
of Margam occupies a pleasing and retired situation, 
enveloped in trees, a short distance from the turn- 
pike-road between Cardiff and Swansea, at the lower 
verge of that noble forest of oak, to which, in ancient 
times, it was indebted for its appellation. A build- 
ing in the form of a semilunar battery, upon the 
summit of the mountain, commands a view of the 
woody concave, singularly beautiful and striking ; and 
from the same point is also obtained a magnificent 
prospect of the sea and the bay of Swansea, with the 
distant hills of the counties of Somerset and Devon. 
Owing to the abundance of coal, there are several 
large works in the parish : the first was an iron forge 
established by Natnaniel Myers, Esq., of Cadoxton, 
and raised on the site of the present tin-works of 
Messrs. Smith and Co.; then followed the copper^ 
works of the English Copper Company, the oldest 
association of that kind in the kingdom, a charter 
having been granted in 1691, soon uter copper-ore 
was discovert in Great Britain, to Sir Joseph 
Hume and other merchants of London, who were 
thereby incorporated under the title of <^ The Go- 
vernor and Company of Copper Mines in England ;" 
and in the year IdOO, was erected here the first 
steam-en&pne used for the manufacture of copper in 
the principality : these works, now in the possession 
of Messrs. Vivian and Sons, usually afford employ- 
ment to about four hundred persons, and the quan- 
tity of copper annually exported amounts to four- 
teen hundred tons : the charter^ however, is now the 
196 



property of a firm in the adjoining parish of Mi- 
chaelston. Extensive ironrworks have been erected, 
at a great expense, on the property of C. R. M. 
Talbot, f^., by Messrs. Reynolds, which com- 
menced operations in the early part of 1831, but are 
now held by the Cwmavon Company : they consist 
of two blast furnaces, capable of yielding a hundred 
and fifty tons of metal per week, to which the blast 
is communicated by the force of a water-wheel, forty- 
five feet in diameter, with ten feet breast, and of 
ninety horse power, said to be the lai^est in Wales. 
The water is brought to this wheel m>m the Avon 
by means of a magnificent stone aqueduct, primarily 
designed as a viaduct for a railway to convey coal to 
the works : it is four hundred and fifty-six feet in 
length, and eighty feet high, and comprises four 
elliptical arches, each of seventy feet span, com- 
posed of a strong grey stone raised on the spot, the 
whole having been erected at a cost of upwards of 
£7000. This noble structure, from its romantic 
situation across a narrow precipitous valley amons 
the mountains, forms one of the most striking and 
interesting features of the county, and well deserves 
the attention of the tourist The tin-toorks of Ro- 
bert Smith and Co. are situated upon the Avon, not 
far from the small town heretofore known as Aber- 
avon, but now designated Port Talbot, and employ 
some hundred persons. Tram-roads have been 
formed from each of these works, as well as from 
coal-pits on the banks of the river, to the port, 
where a new cut has been made into the sea for the 
egress of the river and the entrance of vessels, and a 
commodious lock and floating dock erected at a very 
heavy expense, where gooos are shipped. A cus- 
tomary market is held at this place every Saturday, 
for the convenience of the workmen. A part of the 
hamlet of Havod-y-Porth, on the north-western con- 
fines of the parish, is now included within the new 
boundaries of the contributory borough of Aberavon; 
and the hamlet of Kenvig Higher, and part of that 
of Trissiant, are comprised within the Dorough of 
Kenvig. 

The LIVING is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£1600^ parliamentary grant; net income, £121; 
patron and impropriator, C. R. M. Talbot, Esq. 
The church, which is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
stands on the site of the nave of the ancient struc- 
ture : having become much dilapidated, it was re- 
stored by the munificence of the late Mr. Talbot, 
in 1809 ; its western front is considered a fine speci- 
men of the Norman style ; it is capable of contain- 
ing 550 persons. In widening the north aisle to its 
onginal size, several interesting monuments were 
discovered ; one without date, bearing a Latin in- 
scription to the memory of an abbot, also the muti- 
lated efiigy of a crusader, in chain armour, which 
was placed within the entrance to the chapter-house. 
At the east ends of the aisles are monuments to 
several members of the fiunily of Mansel, upon 
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which are recumbent figures, the men in armour, 
and the ladies in the dress of their own times, with 
their children, in a kneeling posture, about the sides 
of the tombs, having the names inscribed over their 
heads* On a plate in one of the pillars is a Latin 
inscription in monkish rhyme, to the memory of a 
fiEtvourite huntsman, supposed to be by Dr. Friend, 
the eminent classical physician; which has been 
translated into English verse by the Rev. W. Bruce 
Knight, A.M., chancellor of the diocese and incum- 
bent of Margam* At Tai-b£ch, about two miles 
from the church, at the western extremity of the 
parish, a chapel of ease was erected in J 827, to ac- 
commodate the increasing population;, the princi- 
Eal contributors towards which were, C. R. M. Tal- 
ot, Esq., the English Copper Company, John Rey- 
nolds, Esa., and Kobert Smith and Co., assisted by 
a ^rant of £400 from the Incorporated Society for 
building and enlamng churches and chapels ; and 
a gallery has since been erected at a cost of £100 : 
the whole contains between six and seven hundred 
sittings, of which upwards of five hundred are free* 

There are four day schools, one of which is partly 
maintained by the Margam Tin Works' Company, 
and partly by payments from the parents ; there is 
an admirable Sunday school at the village, held in 
a room in the churchyard, where the minister always 
attends and gives instruction, and the mistress of 
which is paid by Mr. Talbot; and in the same build- 
ing a day school is carried on under the superin- 
tendence of Lady Charlotte Talbot, who airects 
many of the children to be taught gratuitously, 
others paying a small sum weekly. A most useful 
and efficient school, also, for boys and girls, in sepa- 
rate apartments, has been for many years in full 
operation at Tai-b&ch, erected by the English Cop- 
per Company, with a house in the centre of the 
Duilding for ttte master and mistress ; it is supported 
by very small payments from the copper-men and 
colUers, and nearly 200 children are instructed in 
reading, wriUng, and arithmetic, as well as in their 
religious duties. John Brown, in 1682, bequeathed 
£100, due to him by bonds from his master. Sir 
Edward Mansel, the interest of which, £4. 19. 8. 
changed on Margam Park, is distributed, according 
to the inlentions of the donor, in 23 penny loaves 
of bread every Sunday after service among uie poor 
not having parochial relief; who also receive on the 
24th of December, and have so received for the last 
70 years, from the Talbot fiamily, a distribution of 
meat and money, the former consisting of a fat bull 
of the value of £10 or £12, cut up into 80 pieces, and 
the latter of the corresponding value of 20 Winchester 
bushels of wheat, and the same quantity of bariey, 
according to the average price of those articles in the 
preceding market at Neath : the money is divided 
among uke same persons as the beef, and varies in 
sums of 1#. to 8f . to each ; and Mr. Talbot's agent, 
assisted by the minister, churchwardens, and over- 
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seers, attends at the distribution. In the wood above 
the village of Margam, called Craig-y-Capel, stand 
the roofless walls of an old chapel ; and upon the 
top of the mountain to the north-east, is a Koman 
monument, inscribed ^'bodvoc jacit hic flvs 

CATOTI 8IRNI PRONEPVS ETENAL VE DOMAV ;" and 

there is another near Eglwys Nunyd (or the Nuns' 
church, formerly a convent of nuns, now a fieu'm- 
house, on the road from Margam to Kenvig), with 
the inscription, also in Roman capitals, <^ pvmpeivs 
CARANTORivs.'* Near the chapter^house are two 
ancient British crosses, standing upright, supposed 
to be of the fifth and sixth centuries; and there are 
also vestiges of an intrenchment upon the hill named 
Pen-y-Castell. 

MARLAIS (MARLOES), a parish, in the 
union of Haverfordwest, hundred ot Rhos, county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, 11 miles (w. s. w.) 
from Haverfordwest; containing 486 inhabitants. 
This place is situated on the southern shore of Mug- 
gleswick bay, a lesser portion of St Bride's bay, the 
western extremity forming a little promontory ; and 
is partly bounded on the east by a pill, or creek, of 
Muford Haven. It comprises a considerable tract 
of arable and pasture land, which, with the excep- 
tion of a comparatively small portion, is inclosed and 
in a good state of cultivation ; the rateable annual 
value of the parish being returned at £1977. 16. 10. 
The village is principally inhabited by fishermen, 
who obtain a livelihood in the lobster and crab fish- 
eries, which are carried on here, and by the sale of 
leeches, that are found in great numbers in a sheet 
of water covering from sixty to seventy acres, called 
Marlais Mere, which, during the summer months, 
when it is dry, affords excellent pasturage for cattle. 
More than one-half of the parish is encompassed by 
die sea, and the shore is in general bold and bor- 
dered with cl\Ss ; the depth of water, within a short 
distance, varies from four to fourteen fathoms. There 
are a few small islands, the principal of which are 
named Midland and Gateholm, situated close to the 
coast, but the larger one of Skomer is attached to 
St. Martin's parish, in Pembroke. The living is a 
discharged vicarage, rated in the king's books at £5, 
endowed with £200 royal bounty, and in the patron- 
age of the Crown ; present net income, £80 ; im- 
propriator, Lord Kensington. The church, dedicated 
to St. Peter, is a small edifice, not possessing any 
architectural details of importance. A former struc- 
ture, which was in honour of St. Mary, and situated 
near the beach, was destroyed by an encroachment 
of the sea, that also laid waste the ^lebe land origi- 
nally belonging to the living. There are two day 
schools, one of which, containing 12 children, is 
endowed with £5 per annum, bequeathed by Mar- 
garet Allen of the parish, in 1772 ; in the other about 
40 children are instructed at their parents' expense : 
and the Wesleyan Methodists gratuitously teach 20 
males and females in a Sunday schooL 
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MARROSy a parish, in the union of Narberth, 
lower division of the hundred of Debll-^s, countj oif 
Carmarthen, South Wales, 7 mUes (w. by s.) 
froai Laugfaarne; containing 180 inhabitants. This 
parish is situated at die south-western extremity of 
the county, bordering on the county of Pembroke, 
and bounded on the south by the shore of Carmar- 
then bay ; the surface is wild and broken, and con- 
siderable portions of the land are barren and unculti- 
vated. Marros mountain comprises a large tract of 
stony sterile ground, and the whole district presents 
a rugged and dreary aspect Iron-stone and coal 
are mought to abound here, but no works have yet 
been established for procuring these minerals, for the 
transport of which the situation of the place, en the 
shore of Carmarthen bay, affords every facility. The 
ooast is composed of a nne sandy beach, a few miles 
In length, and well adapted for sea-bathing from the 
shallowness of the water for a considerable distance 
from the shore. There are several neat and respect- 
able residences scattered over the lower part of the 
Sarish. The Kving is a vicarage, consolidated with 
[ifig, and endowed with £8 per annum private 
benefaction, by the Vicar of Laugharne, and £800 
royal bounty; present net income, £65 ; patron, the 
Incumbent of Laugharne. It was formerly only a 
perpetual curacy, annexed to the benefice of Laugh- 
arne, but in conseauenee of its endowment and con- 
solidation with King, it was erected into a vicarage : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£8a 10., of which £72. 10. are payaJ»le to the im- 
propriators, subject to rates that average £3. 12. 4., 
and £16 to tlie vicar, subject to rates, averaging 
£1. 4. per annum. The church, cledteated to St 
Laurence, is not distinguished by any architectural 
details. Sir John Carew, Bart, made a bequest to 
the poor, but the amount cannot be ascertained, nor 
is it known whether it consisted of money or land. 

MARTIN'S (ST.), a hamlet, in that part of 
the parish of St. Martin, Haverfordwest, which 
is in the hundred of Rads, eoonty of Pembroke, 
South Wales, ^ a mile (n, w.) from Haverford- 
west; containing 309 inhabitants. It is bounded on 
the east by the West Cleddy, on the north by a 
stream which flows into that river, and on the south 
\^y an extra-parochial common designated the Poor<- 
field. The rateable annual value of the property in 
the hamlet has been returned at £2360. 4. Here is 
situated the county gaol, 

MARTLETWY, a parish, in the union and 
hundred of Narberth, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 6 miles (s. e.) from Haverfordwest; 
containing 846 inhabitants. This place is situated 
on the Eastern Cleddy, at its junction with the 
Western Cleddy, and at tike termination of the noble 
'harbour of Milford, which is formed by the onion of 
:^se rivers. The parish is bounded on the north 
and west by the Eastern Cleddy, east bv the parishes 
of Mynwere and Yerbeston, and soutn by those of 
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Coedcanlais and Lawrenny; and contains about 2580 
acres, of which 635 are tumble, 1905 pasture, and 40 
wroodland, the prevailing timber being oak. The 
sttrfoce has rather a barren appearance, and the soil 
is cold and wet, and for the most part poor; Che 
chief agricultural produce consists of oats, barley, 
and potatoes: the rateable annual value is reti^ned 
at £1633. 5. The parish comprises a considerable 
tract, abounding with coal and <:ulm, which is worked 
to a great extent upon the estate of Sir John Owen, 
Bart ; and the produce of the collieries, amounting 
in value to above £1000 per annum, and employing 
more than 100 persons, is shipped for the suppty of 
distant parts, from a place called Land^hippu^, mi 
the Eastern Cleddy, where an excellent quay has 
been constructed lor the purpose. Here was the 
ancient seat of the Owens, who by marriage became 
proprietors of the noble estates originally oelonginr 
to the family of Wyrriot The living is a dischargea 
vicarage, rated in the king's hooks at £4, endowed 
with £200 royal bounty, and £400 parliamentaiy 
grant, and in the patronage of the Hon. Capt. Gre« 
ville, who is also owner of the ffreat tithes ; present 
net income, £100 : the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £180, of whidi £100 are paym- 
fale to the impropriator, and £80 to the vicar, who 
has also a glebe of four acres, valued at £5 per 
annum. The church) dedicated to St MarcelluSi is 
a plain old edifice, containing between 700 and 800 
sittings, more than half free. There are plaoes of 
worship for Baptists, Independents, and Methodists ; 
also two day schools, one of which affords education 
to 40 children, of whom 10 are taught by aid of an 
endowment, and the rest paid for by their parents ; 
die other instructs about 20 children at the expense 
of their parents ; and two Sunday schools, in which 
are about 150 males and females, are gratuitously 
conducted by the dissenters. 

MARY'S (ST.), otherwise MAENCLOCHOG 
(MAEN-CLOCHOG), a parish, in the union of 
NARBERTH, and comprising the townships of Maen- 
iJochog and Vorlan, the former in the hundred of 
Kemmes, and the latter in that of DuNGLsnDY, 
county oif Pembroke, South Wales ; and con- 
taining 503 inhabitants, of whidb number 450 are 
in the townslnp of St Mary's, or Maenclochog, 10 
miles (n. by w.) from Narberth. This place derives 
its name *< Maendochog'' irom a lai^ stone, several 
tons in weight, so nicely poised upon three small 
upright stones, as to vibrate on the sUghtost touch, 
and upon its being struck, to sound like a bell : 
this curious relic was destroy^ed by some of the in- 
habitants, who, induced by the vain expectation of 
finding some bidden treasure, blew it up with srun- 
powder* The parish, which is surrounded by taom 
of Nevern, Morvil, Henry^s-Moat, and Llanyeevii, 
is situated in a mountainous district, and comprises 
.i^ve 1000 acres, whereof 200 are arable, the same 
number pasture, and about two woodland ; the chief 
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Jrodoce barley and oats. Nearly the whole of the 
^recelly mouDtain, the highest in South Wales, is 
within its limits : the ancient Welsh name of tkia 
noantain is Preswylva, sifi^ifying '^a place of resi- 
dence/' and is derived from its baring been the 
resort of the satires, on account of its security, in the 
intestine wars by which this part of the principality 
was agitated during the earlier periods of its history. 
The mountain was onoe well clothed with forest 
timber, affording shelter to such as took refuge in 
its recesses, but now presents a bare and sterile 
aspect, dreary in its appearance, and exhibiting some 
taaall restiffes of old encampments, probably those 
eonstructed by the natives^ The rateable annual 
value of the whole parish has been returned at 
£&99. la, including £dl2. la, for the portion ex- 
clusively of the hamlet of Vorlan. The village, 
which is of considerable size, occupies the summit of 
a bleak and barren eminence; and the inhabitants, 
with the exception of such as are employed in agri- 
onlture, are engaged in working a quarry of slate of 
good quality. A fair is held on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, for cattle, sheep, &c, and is in general well 
attended. 

The livinff is a discharged vicarage, endowed with 
£400 royal bounty, and £400 parliamentary grant ; 
present net income, £70 ; patron, Hugh Webb 
Bowen, Esq. : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £150, of which £100 are payable to 
Mr. Bowen, and £50 to the vicar, who nas also a 
riebe of two acres, valued at £2. 10. per annum. 
The chapels of Llandilo and Llangolman were for- 
merly chapels of ease attached to tne vicarage, but 
they have been endowed, and subsequently aug- 
mented with Queen Anne's Bounty, and are now 
perpetual curacies, the two districts having been 
erected into distinct parishes* The church, dedicated 
to St Mary, and situated in the centre of the village, 
is a neat edifice, rebuilt by subscription within the 
last fifty years; all the seats are free. There are 
two day schools, where about 90 children are in* 
structea at the expense of tlieir parents ; and two 
Sunday schools, in which about 150 males and 
females are gratuitously taught by the dissenters, 
bodes being supplied by the Bible Society. 

MARYCHURCU (ST.), a parish, in the union 
of Bridubhd and Cowbridoe, hundred of Cow- 
BRiDQB, county of Glamorgan, South Wales^ 
2^ miles (8.S.B.) from Cowbridge; containing 154 
inhabitants. This parish, which, from the dedica- 
tion of its church to St. Mary, is by the Welsh 
tolled £glw]rs-Vair, is pleasantly situated in the 
south-eastern part of the county, on the right bank 
of the river Thaw, and comprehends a moderate 
extent of arable and pasture land, by far the greater 
portion inclosed and in a state of cultivation. The 
soil, of which the substratum is limestone, is in 
general fertile ; and the inhabitants are principally 
employed in agriculture. The surrounding scenery 
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is pleasii^ly wooded and richly diversified, and the 
adjacent country presents many features of pic- 
turesque character. The living is a discharged 
rectory, united with that of Llandough, and rated 
in the king's books at £5. 6. 8. : the church is not 
remarkable for any architectural details. William 
Howell, in 1802, invested £20 in the Cardiff district 
turnpike trust, for the benefit of the poor, the inte- 
rest of which is annually distributed among them ; 
and a Sunday school, chiefly supported by the cler- 
gyman, is attended by about 40 males ana females. 

MARY (ST.) HILL, a parish, in the union of 
Bridgend and Cowbridge, hundred of Ogmore, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 4 miles 
(n.w.) from Cowbridge; containing 258 inhabitants. 
This parish, which lies in the souUi-eastem portion 
of the county, and on the left bank of the river 
Ewenny, derives its name from the dedication and 
elevated site of the church. It is not of any great 
extent, but within its limits is comprised a portion of 
the lordship of Ruthin, though locally in the hundred 
of Cowbridge, which anciendy constituted one of the 
numerous petty sovereignties with which the princi- 
pality formerly abounded, all exercising /t<ra regalia^ 
until abolisheo in the reign of Henry VlII. The 
lands are principally inclosed and cultivated, and the 
soil dry and in general fertile ; and the downs are 
celebrated as albrding pasturi^e for sheep of a 
superior breeds of which the wool is highly es- 
teemed. The surrounding scenery is greatly diver- 
sified ; and the views from the higher grounds em- 
brace many objects of interesting character, among 
which the downs, forming in several parts bold undu- 
lations, interspersed with immense masses of rock, 
have a very singular and striking appearance. The 
stones of tnese rocks are considered of great value 
for sharpening instruments of husbandry, such as 
hooks and scythes, and when used are reduced to 
sand, which is thinly spread with lard over a wooden 
rib. A fair is held here on August 26th, upon a fine 
open heath. The living is a discharged vicarage, 
rated in the king's books at £5. 11. 8., and endowed 
with £200 royd bounty y present net income, £90 ; 
patron and impropriator. Sir T. D. Aubrey, Bart. 
The church) dedicated to St Mary, is situated on 
the brow of a lofty hill near the left bank of the 
river Ewenny ; and from the churchyard, which is 
kept in fine order, are some beautiful and richly 
varied prospects to the north-east Mrs. Elizabeth 
Reesy in 1769, gave £13. 10.; Miss Mary Gam- 
mage, in 1766y £20, secured on the Bridgend turn- 
pike trust; Florence Rees, in 1781, £40; and her 
sister, Mrs. Martha Jones, in 1784, £10, for which 
the churchwardens b<dd a deed poll of the Cow- 
bridge turnpike district ; the produce of all which 
bene£eMtions^ £4» 3. 6., is distributed among the poor 
at Christmas. 

MATHREY (MERTHYR), a parish, in the 
unioD of HikVBBEORDWEST, huadred ot Dewislamd, 
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county of Pembroke, South Wales, 8 miles (s. w. 
by w.) from Fishguard; containing 1012 inhabitants. 
This parish, which is situated in the north-western 
part of the county, is bounded on the north by St 
George's Channel, and is intersected by the turn- 

? ike-road leading from Fishguard to St David's, 
n the northern part of the parish, bordering on the 
coast, which is for the most part^bold and abrupt, 
the depth of water varying from^seven to fourteen 
fiathoms near the shore, are some considerable slate 
quarries, affording employment to a portion of the 
inhabitants. The rateable annual value of property 
is returned at £2418. 5. 6. The village, which is 
situated on the summit of a hill, was formerly a place 
of more importance than at present, and had a week- 
ly market and an annual fair, granted by letters 
Eatent in the reign of Edward III. ; the former has 
een long since discontinued, but the latter is still 
held on October 10th, and is numerously attended 
by the inhabitants of the surrounding district, for 
the purpose of hiring servants ; and another fair 
takes place on Novenioer 22nd at Nevin, a village 
on the coast 

The living is a discharged vicarage, united, toge- 
ther with that of St Nicholas, to the vicarage of 
Granston, and rated in the king's books at £4. 7. 6., 
and endowed with £200 royal bounty : the rectory con- 
stitutes the Golden prebend in the Cathedral Church 
of St David's, rated in the books at £25. 14. 4^., 
and in the patronage of the Bishop, under whom the 
tithes are held on lease by Sir John Owen, Bart 
The church, dedicated to the Holy Martyrs, and 
situated in the middle of the village, is an ancient 
structure, but not distinguished by any architectural 
details of importance. About 80 children are in- 
structed in a day school at the expense of their 
parents; and a Sunday school, attended by from tSO to 
50 males and females, is maintained by Mrs. Blanch 
M. Davies, of Carnachenwen. Tithes of the an- 
nual value of £4. 15, are stated to have been given 
by an unknown donor, for decayed farmers' widows 
of the parish, but nothing is now known of this 
charity. A perfect cromlech, or Druidical altar, 
consisting of a table stone seventeen feet in length, 
and apparently resting upon six upright columns, but 
only supported by four, is still preserved at Long 
House, m the vil^re of Trevin, or Tr^vdyn, a manor 
belonging to the bishop of St David's, where was 
once an episcopal palace, said to have been erected 
by Bishop Martin, to which Long House was for- 
merly the grange. The ancient mansion of the 
family of Harries, of Priskilly Forest, is now the 
property and residence of John Hill Harries, Esq. 
The whole of the coast exhibits vestiges of earth- 
works, evidently thrown up by the early piratical 
invaders who infested this part of the principality. 
Mr. Edward Llwyd communicated to the Royal 
Society of London an interesting account of an ex- 
traordinary swarm of locusts that visited this place in 
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1693, and of which the particulars are fully detailed 
in the second volume of tlie Philosophical Trans- 
actions. 

MAWR (HIGHER), a township, in the parish 
and hundred of Llangyvelach, union of Swansea, 
county of Glamorgan, South Walxs, Smiles (n.) 
from Swansea; containing, with Lower Mawr, 829 
inhabitants. It forms the north-western part of the 
parish, where the ground is rufi^d and mountainous* 
Some traces of an ancient Roman roa4 are still 
visible in this district, which abounds with coaL 
Lewis Thomas, B^., gave a messuage and tene- 
ment, called Tir B&ch, the rental to be distributed 
among the poor of this and the adjacent township of 
X.«ower I^awr 

MAWR (LOWER), a township, in the parish 
and hundred of Llangyvelach, union of Swansea, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 6 miles (n.) 
from Swansea: the population is included in the 
return for Higher Mawr. A few respectable resi- 
dences are scattered over the township. The Me- 
thodists gratuitously instruct about 40 males and 
females in a Sunday school. 

MEISTYRRHOSE LOWRY (MAESDRE- 
RHOS-LOYWDDU), a hamlet, in that part of the 

Carish of Llandewi-Ystradenny which is in the 
undred of Kevenlleece, county of Radnor, 
South Wales, 1 mile (n. e.) from Pen-y-Bont; 
containing 337 inhabitants. It occupies the lower part 
of the parish, where the Cymaron stream falh into 
the Ithon, which is here crossed by a bridge. The 
name denotes the fenny nature of the ground, a large 
common, much reduced by inclosures, having for- 
merly existed near the junction of those rivers. 

MEIVOD, a parish, in the union of Llam- 
VYLLiN, partly in the lower division of the hundred 
of Llanvyllin, partly in the upper divbion of that 
of Deythur, ana partly in the hundred of Pool, 
county of Montgomery, North Wales, 5 miles 
(n. E. by N.) from Llanvair; containing 1974 inha- 
bitants. The name of this very extensive parish^ 
implying a ^Mowland champaign dwelling,*' is ob- 
viously derived from its situation in a vast tract of 
fine open country, in the north-eastern part of the 
county. Though evidently of great antiquity, and 
forming a portion of Powys Wenwynwyn, or the 
moiety allotted by Meredydd ab Bleddyn to his 
grandson, Owain Cyveiliog, it appears to nave been 
remarkable only as having been the place of sepul- 
ture of several of the pnnces of Powys; and, till 
within the last few years, the village consisted only 
of a few thatched cottages^ thinly scattered, and o£ 
very mean appearance. By some historians the 
place has been identified mm the Roman ** Medi" 
olanum^'* but the difficulties of ascertaining precisely 
the exact site of that station are in no degree di- 
minished by fixing it here, and the hypothesis has 
accordingly -been abandoned by the most distin- 
guished antiquaries. 
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The PARISH extends for nine miles in length and 
four in breadth, and is situated on the river Vyrnwy, 
in^hich is formed by the junction of the Banwy and 
Avon Llanwddyn, that unite at this place, where it 
first begins to expand its waters, which previously to 
their entering the vale, were confined by the depth 
of the banks and the nqpidity of the current ; from 
this circumstance it derived its original name Evyrn- 
wy, or " the spreading river," now written Vyrnwy. 
Two other streams intersect the parish, the dtoj^ti 
and the CJolwyn, and finallv join that river. The 
lands were partially inclosed under the provisions of 
an act of parliament obtained in 1787, and portions 
of several townships have been subsequently in- 
closed by the unanimous consent of the different 
proprietors. The surrounding scenery is pleasingly 
Yaned, three parts being bounded by low hills well 
wooded, and at the other end the views extend over 
a tract of level country distinguished chiefly for its 
rural beauty, which is .terminated by the Breiddyn 
hills; the soil, though various, is generally fertile, 
especially on the banks of the Vyrnwy. Lead-ore 
was thought to exist in the parish, and some at- 
tempts were made a few years since to procure it, 
by sinking shafts and driving levels, in the town- 
ship of Main ; but the undertaking was not attended 
with success, and the works have consequently been 
abandoned. Some fine veins of potters earth have 
been discovered, and the rocks abound with barytes 
and other minerals. The annual value of rateable 
property in the whole parish has been returned at 
£14,573, of which £2922 is the amount for the por- 
tion in the upper division of the hundred of Deytpur, 
£8805 for that in the lower division of Llanvyllin, 
and £2846 for the remainder in the hundred of Pool. 
The village, which is situated on the turnpike-road 
leading from Aberystwith, by Cann Oflice and Llan- 
vair, to Oswestry, has, within the last few years, 
become a place of considerable importance, and may 
be regarded as one of the handsomest of the smaller 
towns in the principality : the houses are of stone, 
roofed with slate, and neatly and well built ; and the 
place has a highly interesting and prepossessing ap- 
pearance. It enjoys considerable traffic from its 
being on the great tnorough&re by which the west- 
ern parts of the country are supplied with lime and 
coal. A post-office, subordinate to that of Oswestry, 
has been established ; and fairs are held in the vil- 
lage on the first Friday in February, the last Tues- 
day in April, the first Tuesday in Ai^ust, and on 
September 21st. Courts leet also occur in the 
^ring. 

The parish is said to have formerly composed the 
archdeaconry of Powysland : the living is a vicar- 
age, rated in the king||^ books at £15. 14. 2., and in 
the patronage of the JBishop of St. Asaph : the rec- 
torial tithes, which anciently belonged to the abbey 
of Strata Marcella, or Ystrad Mardiell, near Welsh- 
pool, are appropriated to the Dean and Chapter of 
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Christ Church, Oxford. For the whole tithes of the 
parish a commutation has been entered into ampunt- 
ing to £1110. 15. 11., of which £551. 17. Q. are 
payable to the Dean and Chapter, and £558 to the 
vicar, who has also a glebe of four acres, valued at 
£11 per annum, and a glebe-house. The history of 
the church is involved in considerable perplexity: 
according to some accounts, it would appear that, 
exclusively of the present edifice, there were two 
others, the ruins of which Mr. Pryce, of Llanvyllin, 
in a letter to Mr. Babington, dated April 1 2th, 1701, 
acknowledges to have seen ; but, from their conti- 
guous situation, an opinion has been entertained that 
they were probably only different portions, or a 
subsequent enlargement of the original building, 
dedicated respectively to their several founders, and 
forming distinct chapels in the same church. The 
first church was in honour of St Gwyddvarch^ an 
anchorite who lived on the brow of a hill in the 
parish, still called Gallt yr Ancr, and from whose 
warning voice, directing the workmen where to build 
the sacred edifice, for which they had chosen an 
improper site, said to have been repeatedly heard in 
the valley at midnight, uttering the words ^' Yma i 
vod,'' some etymologists have derived the name of 
the parish. The second, which was contiguous to 
the nrst, was dedicated to TyiUioj an eminent saint, 
who flourished towards the middle of the seventh 
century, and is said to have been the second son of 
Brochwel Ysgythrog, whose palace was at Shrews- 
bury. The exact time when, and the person by 
whom, this church was built, are not known ; but in 
the chronicles of Caradoc of Llancarvan it appears, 
that Madoc ab Meredydd, Prince of Powys, was 
interred "yn Eglwys Tysilio yn Meivod," in the 
year 1159; and subsequent writers state that Gruf- 

irdd Maelor, eldest son of Madoc, and lord of the 
ower moiety of Powys, was also buried here, in 
1190. 

The church, dedicated to St Mary^ and the only 
one now remaining, is supposed to have been founded 
by Madoc ab Meredydd, against which opinion it is 
objected that he was buried in the church of St. Ty- 
silio, four years after the consecration of this, which 
ceremony took place in the year 1 155 ; but that may 
be easily accounted for, as the church of Tysilio had 
been the general place of sepulture not onlv of his 
ancestors, but also of most of the princes of the races 
of Mervyn and Convyn. The present edifice is of 
spacious dimensions, m the Norman style of archi- 
tecture, comprising a double-roofed nave, and an 
aisle on the north side, with a low square tower, and 
seems to have been once much larger than it now is : 
on the north side are evident traces of the founda- 
tions of a transept, which may probably have been 
either the church of Tysilio, or the portion of the 
original building in honour of that saint. Near the 
font is an old tombstone without any inscription, 
rudely adorned with sculpture, in basso-relievo, of a 
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Catherine wheel, surmounted by a sword, and em-' 
bellished with knots and other rude ornaments. In 
the chancel window, within the tast few years^ was 
a legend in ancient characters, comfnemoratlng the 
two saints of tlie churches that have disappeared, and 
perhaps preserved out of their ruins, and, with other 
portions of stained glass, inserted in this window by 
John Rogel*, rector of the parish at a period un- 
known. There are places of worship for Indepen- 
dents, and Welsh Calrinistic and Wesleyan Metho*- 
dists. About 90 children are educated in a day 
school, erected by voluntary subscription in 1821, 
and capable of containing 130 persons, and which is 
|)artly supported by the endowment mentioned be^ 
low, and partly by payments from some of the pa- 
tents : there are also ten Sunday schools, in which 
about 800 males and females are instructed by gra- 
tuitous teachers in connexion with the dissenters. 
There are four almshouses in Pentre Parroc, in the 
parish, the inmates of which, though they have no 
exclusive endowment, partake of certain benefac^ 
tions, the produce of which is annually distributed 
among the poor. The principal of these is a be- 
quest by the Rev. Richard Derwas, in 172^, of a 
tenement and eighteen acres of land, four of which 
kre plantation, the whole now let at £20, besides the 
interest of £180 raised ftom the sale of timber: the 
latter, producing £9 per annum, is paid to the 
schoolmaster, witn £5. 5. ftotn other charities, for 
which he instructs 64 children gratuitously ; and the 
rent, according t6 the will of the donor, is applied in 
providing clothing for two aged men and two women, 
the residue being distributed in money and flannel 
during the winter. Disposed of in nearly a similar 
manner are the following rent-charges and bequests ; 
a charge of £9 by William Pugh, in 1714; another 
of £5 oy Bridget Mytton, in 1722; one of l&s. by 
Thomas Jones, to the poor of the township of Keel ; 
one of £5. 4. by Magdalen Cade, in 1669 ; one of 
£1. 6. by Edward Lloyd ; (the two last tb be distri- 
buted in bread on Sundays;) and a bequest of £100 
by William Wynn in 1789, the interest to be di- 
vided among poor housekeepers in small sums. 

On the summit of the hill called Gallt yr Ancr, 
or " the Anchorite's hill,** on the brow of which 
St. Owyddvarch had his cell, as noticed above, are 
Some traces of a British fortification, the history of 
which is not known ; and on the side of the same 
hill is Bedd y Cawr, or " the grave of the Giant.*' 
A dyke, which in some places was double, formerly 
Extended from Gallt-y-Main to Ceunant Mawr, in 
the parish, for the defence of the pass into th^ Vale 
of Llanvyllin, by Bwlch-y-Cibau. Some vestiges of 
British fortifications imd encampments may be seen 
6n H^n AUt, in Trev-Nannau, at a place named the 
Gaer, and near Clawdd Llesg. Tnere are several 
springs in the parish, some of which are impreg- 
natecf with medicinal properties. In the township 
of Teirtr^v is Fynnon Darogan, or ««the well of 
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divination,^' protected by a cupola, which has stood 
for many years ; the water, though very salubrious, 
has no medicinal qualitiee. In the same township is 
Fynnon y Groftydd, the water of which is strongly 
sulphureous, and has been found highly efficacious 
in the cure ot cutaneous diseases. In the township of 
IV^vedryd is Fynnon y Clawdd Llesg, consisting of 
two springs close to each other, of which one is slightly 
impregnated with hepatic air, and the other has no 
appearance of any mineral property whatever; it 
has been much resorted to in the spring by persont 
afflicted with scrofula, who have found relief by ex-* 
posing the affected part to die action of the water 
on its issuing from tne rock. Till within the last few 
years it was customary for the young people of the 
parish to assemble at this place, on the eighth 
Sunday after Easter^ to drink the water, and after^ 
wards to retire to some green spot, and spend the 
remainder of the day in dancing : a simibr pmctice 
prevailed near a fountain of clear rock-water on 
Gallt-y-Main, at the other extremity of the parish, 
whence, after drinking the water, the company re- 
tired to a fine green fenced on fonr sides like n 
Roman camp, and called Br^n-y-Bowliau, where 
they spent the rest of the day in athledc exercises. 
The origin of these customs is altogether unknown, 
and the practice has for some years been totally dis- 
continueo. Cynddelw, a poet laureate of the twelfth 
century, and a native of the parish, in a poem in 
honour of St. Tysilio, published in the Archssolc^ia, 
notices the church of this place, which he descriDes 
as situated adjoining to taat of St. Gwyddvarch; 
eulogizes Caradoc^ whom he calls archdeacon of the 
church) as a munificent patron ; and celebrates Ae 
churchyard as the cemetery of princes. 

MELIDEN, a parish, in the union of St. 
Asaph, hundred of Prkstatvn, county of Flint, 
North Wales, 5 miles (n. by e.) from St. Asaph; 
containing 844 inhabitants. This parish, which is 
supposed to derive its name from the dedication of 
its church, is situated ftt the north-western extremity 
of the county, on the shore of the Irish Sea; and 
comprises an extensive tract of rich arable and 
pasture land, in a high state of cultivation: the 
surface is in general flat, and the whole district, ex* 
tending to Rhuddtan, is remarkably fertile ; the soil 
is favourable for the growth of all kinds of grain, 
but more especially for wheat, the quality of which 
is not excelled in any other part of the principality. 
There are a few respectable residences scattered 
over die parish, among which is Nant, an ancient 
mansion of a branch of the Conways of Bryn Euryn, 
near Llandrillo«-yn-Rh6s» The surrounding scenery, 
though pleasing, is not distinguished by any peculiar 
features ; and toe only views possessing interest ai« 
those which extend over the tnsh Sea, at the time of 
flood-tide, when vesseb are proceeding towanb the 
river Dee ; but at ebb-tide many sand^^anks appear^ 
and the co&st is in general low and sandy. 
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The fivine is a perpetual curacy^ endowed with 
£400 royal bounty, and £400 parhamentary grant ; 
net income, £90; patron, H. o. Milner, Elsq.; ap- 
propriatosr, Prebendary of Melidea : the tithes have 
oeen conunnted for a rent-charge of £368, of which 
a sum of £850 is payable to uie pi«bendary, who 
has ako a glebe of 6 acres, valued at £6 per annum, 
and £18 to an impropriator; the whole subject to 
rates, avera^ng £^ 10. The church, dedicated to 
St Melid, IS not remarkable for any peculiarity of 
architectural detail. There is a day school, in yAich 
20 ddldren are instructed at the expense of their 
parents. A aoble dooadon was beaueiMhed to the 
curate ta 1783, by the Aer. Gilbert Bouchery, who 
directed that the uterest of £1000, three per cent. 
Bank annuities, should be for ever paid in augmen- 
tatien of the income of the curacy ; and he also left 
a further sum of £1400, in the same stock, the divi- 
dends to be appropriated after the decease of his 
wife, who diea in 1807, to the augmentation, in 
equal portions, of the livings of lour resident iq- 
cumbents in the diocese of St. Asaph, who should 
have the most scanty incomes, and be the most 
remarkable for the diligent and consciestions dis- 
charge of their ministry, the selection to rest with 
the Bishop. The dividiend on the first bequest is 
rqrulariy received by the curate, and that on the 
second, amounting to £75 ananally, is divided among 
four poor beneficed clergymen, giving a sum of 
£18. 10. to each. In the hamlet of Prestatyn, in the 
parish, are some vestiges of an ancient castle, called 
jPlas Prestatyn. 

MELmDWR (MELIN-DWR), a township, 
in diat part of the parish of Llawba^darn-Vawr 
which is in the lower divimoa of the hundred of 
Genku'r-Gltn, union of Aberystw^ith, county 
of Cardigan, South Wales ; containing 674 in- 
habitants. The situation of this township in the 
Vale of the Rheidiol is extremely picturesque, more 
specially at Pont-y-Pren, where the dark rocks 
rise on one side nearlv four hundred feet above the 
bed of that river. Through a chasm among these a 
mountain stream issues, forming a fine casoule, and 
torning a small mill, wbieh can only be approached by 
a rude bridge composed of the trunk of a tree. Thie 
district is well wooded; and there are some lead- 
mines. About sijtty children are educated in two 
day schools in the township, one of them is endowed 
with £10 per annum, which with £12 hem the 
parents, is the salary of the master; and the. other 
partly supported by endowment, and partly by pay- 
ments from the parents ; and 180 males and females 
are mtuitously taught by the Calvinisdc Methodists 
in tnree Sunday schools. 

MELINEY, or MELINAU, a parish, in the 
union of Cardioak, hundred of KEifMES,*coanty of 
Pebibroke, South Wales, 8 miles ^s. w. by s.) 
^om Cardigan ; containing 492 inhabitants. This 
parish is situated in the northern part^of the county, 
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close to the road leading from Cardigan to Fish- 
guard, and is intersected by the great road between 
the former place and Haverfordwest. The greater 
part is inclosed and cultivated, and the remainder 
consists of barren heath and stony common, forming 
a portion of the Percelly mouotam ; the soil in that 
part which is inclosed is tolerably fertile. The sur- 
rounding scenery, though not greatly diversified, is 
enriched with some brandies of the river Nevern, 
which flow through the parish; and the adjoining 
country is not destitute of interest • Of the rateable 
annual value of property, the return made amounts 
to £1049. 19. 6. Toe living is a discharged rectory, 
rated in the king's books at £10, and in the alternate 
patronage of Tmunas Lloyd, Esq., who is lord of 
the manor, and the fireeholders : the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent^charge of £160 ; and there is a 
glebe of 6 acres, worth £10. 12. per annum. A 
Sunday school affords gratuitous instruction to about 
30 or 40 males and females during the summer 
months. There are some ancient mansions in various 
parts of the parish, within the limits of which also 
are the remains of a circular encampment, called 
Pen-y-Benglog, defended by a single rampart 

MELLINGTON, a township, in that part of 
the pariah of Churchstoice whu:h is in the hun- 
dred and county c£ MoNTaoM£RY, North Wales ; 
containinfi^ 201 inhabitants. The tithes have been 
eommuted for a rent-charge of £138^ payable to the 
warden of Trinity Hospital, Clun. 

MERFORD, with Hoselet, a lordship, and 
hamlet, in the parish of Grssford, partly in the 
hundred of Bromfield, county of Denbigh, and 
partly in the hundred of Maelor, county of Flint, 
North Wales, 4| miles (n. k. by n.) from Wrex- 
ham ; comtuning 285 inhabitants. These places an- 
ciently constituted two lordships: that of Merford 
extends to the south bank of the river Alyn, and the 
road from Chester to Wrexham passes through it 
The lands included in Flintshire were made part of 
that county by act of parliament in the rei^n of 
Henry VIiL, and are surrounded on every side by 
portions of Denbigh. There is a place of worship 
for Wesleyan Methodists. In the lordship is the 
^' Roft,*' an ancient British camp, formin|^ the most 
elevated point of an eminence commanding extent 
sive prospects over the Vale Royal of Cheshire, the 
dty.of Cnester, the forest of Delamere, and the hills 
.of Lancashire, Derby, Salop, &c. The encamp^* 
•ment is rendered nearly inaccessible, on the north 
and west, by the almost perpendicular steepness of 
the hill : on the east its inclosed area was protected 
by three ditches, now nearly filled up ; but its de- 
fences on the south, consisting of three deep fosses, 
are still visible. In the north-eastern comer is a very 
elevated mount, or exploratory camp, from which is 
obtained a view into nine different counties. 

MERIADOG (CEVN-MERIADOG) with 
WiGVAiR, a township, in that part of the parish of 
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St. Asaph which is in the hundred of Isdulas, 
county of Denbigh, North Wales, 1 mile (s.) 
from St Asaph; containing 586 inhabitants, of 
whom 329 are in Meriadog. It is situated on the 
left bank of the Elwy, and the road from St. Asaph 
to Denbigh passes through it, close to the river : the 
rateable annual value is returned at £2295. There 
are some curious natural caverns, extending a con- 
siderable distance into the limestone hills, having^ the 
roofs, in some places, forty feet high, and containing 
various fossil re«nains. Among otner objects of in- 
terest have been found the skull of a remarkably 
large animal, with the teeth perfectly sound and 
enamelled, and nearly as large as a cricket-ball ; and 
the tongue of another, equal in size to that of a deer, 
with the form and grain remaining quite perfect, 
though completely petrified, and as hard as the lime- 
stone rock in which it was found. Nearer the river 
Elwy, and at the base of these hills, is an extensive 
limestone rock, naturally perforated into an immense 
arch, twenty-one yards in length, and thirty-six feet 
in height, through which a road proceeds, and is ca- 
pable of admitting the passage of a large waggon 
loaded with hay. 

MERIONETHSHIRE, a maritime county of 
North Wales, bounded on the west by the bav of 
Cardigan, being that part of the Irish Sea which 
separates the two great promontories of North and 
South Wales; on the north-west by Carnarvonshire; 
on the north and north-east by Denbighshire; on 
the east and south-east by Montgomeryshire; and 
on the south by Cardiganshire, and the estuary of 
the river Dovey, or Dyvi. It extends from 52° 3V 
to 53° 2' (N. Lat.), and from 3° 20' to 4° 28' 
(W. Lon.) ; and includes an area, according to 
Evans' map of North Wales, of four hundred and 
thirty thousand statute acres, or upwards of six hun- 
dred and seventy square miles. Within its limits 
are 8467 houses inhabited, 547 uninhabited, and 
72 in the course of erection ; and the population, in 
1841, was 39,238, of whom 19,247 were males, and 
19,991 females. 

The county derives its name, in Welsh written 
Merionyddy meirianyddj and Meirion, from a cantrev 
of ancient Wales, called Meirian^ which was incor- 
porated with it, at its southern extremity, on the 
settlement of its present limits in the reign of 
Henry VIIL, and which gave name to the province 
of Meirionydd : this cantrev received its appellation 
from its having been the portion of Meirion, grand- 
son of Cunedcb, the latter a prince of North Sritain 
who came into North Wales, in the fifth century, to 
rescue it from some Irish invaders ; and having suc- 
ceeded in his enterprise, he divided the recovered 
territory among his sons and grandsons : this is the 
only county of North Wales which retains its ancient 
name, with the addition of the word shire. In the 
time of Csssar, the present county formed part of 
the territory of the Ordavicesy and after the Roman 
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conquest it was included in the district Mervimoj 
a sub-division of the great province of Britannia 
Secunda. The Roman station Heriri Mons is placed 
by Stukeley near Bala, in this county, though by 
others it is thought to have been situated at Tom- 
men-y-Mur, near Festiniog : Caer Gai, in the vici- 
nity of Llanuwchvllyn, near Bala, and Pennal, on 
the southern boraer of the county, near Machyn- 
lleth in Montgomeryshire, are also considered to 
have been the sites of Roman settlements. The 
Roman Via Occidentalis ran the whole length of the 
county, from south to north, entering it from the 
station Loventium^ in Cardiranshire, and passing by 
the large encampment at Fennal, and the station 
Heriri MonSj to that of Segontium^ on the shore of 
the Menai. A branch of the southern Watling- 
street also traversed it from the station Mediolanum^ 
in Montgomeryshire, by Caer Gai, near Bala, to the 
Via Occidentalis at Heriri Mans. In the division 
made by Roderic the Greats this county was in- 
cluded in the kingdom of Aberfraw, or North Wales, 
excepting only the eastern and north-eastern parts 
of it^ forming the ancient cantrevs of Mowddwy, 
Edeyrnion, and Glyndyvrdwy, and part of that of 
Dinmael, which belonged to the kingdom of Powys. 
Though sometimes the scene of internal struggles, 
Merionethshire, from its remote and almost inac- 
cessible situation, in the wars of the ancient Britons 
with the Saxons, Danes, and Normans, was never 
the scene of action until near the extinction of 
Welsh independence. Henry //., having assembled 
the choicest troops from every part of his extensive 
dominions, in the year 1165, entered the Welsh 
territory at Oswestry, while the power of all Wales 
was collected at Corwen, in this countv^ to oppose 
him. By cutting down the woods in his progress, 
to prevent surprise, notwithstanding some opposition 
which he met with from detached parties of the 
Welsh soldierv, Henry advanced to the Berwyn 
mountain, at the north-eastern extremity of Merion- 
ethshire, where he pitched his camp in order to 
refresh his forces. The English were stationed on 
the acclivity of the hills, and the Welsh, presenting 
a dark ana formidable front, were posted on the 
summit of the opposite mountains, each army ap- 
pearing unwilling to commence the attack : but the 
situation of the English monarch soon became cri- 
tical, for the Welsh, watching every movement, and 
neglecting no opportunity for intercepting his sup- 
pUes, reduced the English army to the utmost 
distress for want of provisions and forage : these 
difiSculties were still further increased by sudden 
and heavy rains, which rendered Henry's position 
in such a broken and uneven country almost un- 
tenable, and at last the waters, descending from the 
hills in sweeping torrents, oompelled him to retreat 
into England with great loss of men and stores. 

In 1404, Harlech castle was suddenly seized by the 
valiant Owain Glyndwr, on his raising the standard 
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of revolt against the newly-acqaired authority of 
Henry IV. ; but four years after it was retaken by 
an Enelish army sent to suppress the rebellion. 
After Uie accession of Edward IV. to the throne of 
En&'land, the castle, then in the possession of David 
ab levan ab Einion, a firm friend of the Lancas- 
trians, was held for that party for several years, in 
spite of entreaties and menaces : finding the governor 
determined to continue the resistance, the king at 
last sent an army against him, under the command 
of William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, who, after 
encountering numerous obstacles in conductinc; his 
forces throuffh these alpine regions, at length in- 
vested the fortress, which, however, was not sur- 
rendered until after a long siege, and then only on 
the most honourable terms: uiis appears to have 
been the last post defended on behalf of the house 
of Lancaster. At the close of the war, Dinas 
Mowddwy and its neighbourhood became the resort 
of numerous felons and outlaws, who formed them- 
selves into desperate bands of plunderers, by one 
of which, Lewis Owen, of Llwyn, near Dolgelley, 
Vice-Chamberlain and Baron of the Exchequer of 
North Wales, was openly attacked and murdered, 
in 1555, on his way to the assizes at Montgomery; 
but by the most vigorous measures this evil was at 
length abated. Early in the civil war of the seven- 
teenth century, Harlech Castle was strenuously de- 
fended for the king by Sir Hugh Pennant, until, 
the garrison becoming mutinous, it fell into the 
hands of the parliamentarians: it was afterwards 
again in the possession of the royalists, but was 
finally taken, in March 1647, by a force under 
General Mytton. D6lffelley, having been originally 
garrisoned for the parliament, was besiegea by a 
small party of royalists, who, however, were dis- 
persed, ana their leader made prisoner. 

A fireat portion of this county (viz. the hundreds 
of Edeyrnion and Penll^n, and the small ancient 
hundred of Mowddwy,) is in the diocese of St 
Asaph ; the rest is in that of Bangor; and the whole 
is included in the province of Canterbury : the por- 
tion comprised within the first-mentioned diocese is 
in the archdeaconry of St Asaph, and deaneries of 
Mowddwy, and Penllyn and Edeyrnion ; and that 
in the diocese of Bangor is in the archdeaconry of 
Merioneth, and deaneries of Ardudwy, Esdmaner, 
and Talybont: the total number of parishes is 
thirty-six, of which twenty are rectories, five vicar- 
acres, and the rest perpetual curacies. For purposes 
of civil government^ it is divided into the hunareds 
of Ardudwy, Edeyrnion, Estimaner, Penllyn, and 
Talybont and Mowddwy, which last two, on account 
of tiie small size of Mowddwy, have been united. 
It contains the market and assize towns of Bala and 
Dolgelley ; the market, sea-port, and bathing town 
of Barmouth ; the market and sea-bathing town of 
Tewyn; the sea-port and bathing town of Aber- 
dovey; and the market-towns of Corwen, Dinas 
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Mowddwy, and Harlech. One knight is returned to 
parliament for the shire, who is elected at Harlech ; 
the polling-places are Harlech, Bala, Corwen, Dinas 
Mowddwy, Dolgelley, and Towyn. The county is 
included in the North Wales circuit: the Lent 
assizes, and the Epiphany and Midsummer quarter- 
sessions, are held at Bala ; and the Midsummer as- 
sizes, and Easter and Michaelmas quarter-sessions, 
at Dolgelley : the county gaol is in the vicinity of 
Dolgelley ; and the county houses of correction, or 
bridewells, are at Bala, Corwen, and Dolgelley. It 
comprises the entire poor-law union of Bala, the 
greater part of those of Dolgelley and Festinioe, and 
parts of the unions of Corwen and Machynlleth. 

Nearly the whole of the surface is occupied by 
wild and barren rocks and mountains; and though 
the latter are not so high as those of the adjoining 
county of Carnarvon, yet many are very lofty, and 
others of less towering height are, by their precipi- 
tous and craggy sides, rendered both picturesque 
and sublime oojects. Contrasted with the gayer 
character of a highly cultivated country, the scenery 
of Merionethshire would be considered bleak and 
dreary ; but a variety of objects, forming innumer- 
able contrasts, render it strikingly pleasing and 
romantic ; for, besides the grandeur of its maritime 
views, and its lofty mountains and inaccessible crags, 
the enjoyment of a tour through the county is 
heightened by the diversified appearance of its lower 
hills, of several small level plains, and of numerous 
valleys ; while the whole district is interspersed with 
wooiJs, lakes, rivers, torrents, cataracts, and all the 
varied decorations of nature in her wildest garb. 
From a line entering from Montgomeryshire, and 
running north-westward by Bwlch-y-Uroes, near 
Aran Vowddwy, to Drws-y-Nant, between Bala 
and Dolgelley, and thence across the mountains 
to Ll^n Trywerin and Ll^n Morwynion, and ter- 
minating near the head of the Valley of Festiniog, 
the rivers descend in opposite directions, on one side 
eastward, and on the other westward ; and a feurra- 
house on this line, called Pant Gwyn, is so situated 
that the rain which falls on the western side of the 
roof flows into Cardigan bay at Barmouth, and that 
falling on the eastern side into the Irish Sea at 
Chester bar. The principal streams on the western 
side of this parting ridge are, the Dovey, which 
flows south-eastward along the rich Valley of Mach- 
ynlleth ; the Maw, which pursues its course through 
Oanllwyd, and is joined by the Wonion, that flows 
from Drws-y-Nant along toe Vale of Dolgelley, the 
united streams emptying themselves into the sea at 
Barmouth ; and the Traeth Bach, which runs west- 
ward, along the Vale of Festiniog : the principal on 
the opposite side is the Dee, whicn rises under a hill 
near the head of Bala lake, and passes north-eastward 
along the beautiful Vale of Edeyrnion, and thence 
eastward along the romantic Vales of Glyndyvrdwy 
and Llangollen. The Vale of the Dovey far excels 
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in extent and fertility those of any of the other 
streams ; which drcumsltance is attributed by geolo^ 
gists to the difference in the qualities ^ the strata 
surnranding each. 

The principal and most elevated chain of maun" 
tains is the Berwyn range, which, commencii^ in 
the south-^eastern part of Denbighshire, forms the 
lofty summit of Cader Verwyn, near the north* 
eastern extremity of this comity, and stretching 
south-eastward, presents numerous lofty peaks, and 
includes the mountains called the Armns and the 
Arenigs. The loftiest heights of the chiun are, 
Cader Idris, which raises hign its trifurcated summit 
to the souUi of Dolgelley, near its south-eastern 
extremity, and from which it makes « rapid descent 
to the sea-shore at Sarn-y-Bwcfa ; Aran Mowddwy 
and Aran Penllyn, to the south of Bala mere ; the 
Arenig mountain, to the westward of Bala; and 
Cader Verwyn, above-mentioned* In point of eleva^ 
tion, these mountains hold a middle rank between 
the towering peaks of Snowden «nd the humbler 
swells of the FHnlimmon range : the height of the 
first above the level of the sea is two thousand nine 
hundred and fourteen feet; of the second, two thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty-five; of Arenig, two 
thousand dght hundred and nine; and of Cader 
Verwyn, two thousand fire hundred and sixty-tiiree. 
The vegetable produce of the mountains is ^m and 
furze, or gorse, upon tlte lower ^and drier outskirts ; 
heath upon the loftier summits of argillaceous schis- 
tus, having its roots in shallow peat upon day or 
rammel ; and rushes^ and a variety of mosses and 
other alpine aquatic plants, on the humid slopes and 
hollows, upon various depths of peat These wastes 
abound with grouse, and the town of Bala, situated 
in the nridst of them, is a place of great resort fior 
sportsmen. The numerous lakes are very small, 
excepting that of Tegid, or Bala mere, which is the 
largest in the prinoipidity, being nearly twelve imles 
in circumference, and has been fathomed in various 
places to the depth of from fifty-^ve to one hundred 
and twenty yaras: the town df Bala is situated at 
its northern extremity. Some of the principal of 
the smaller lakes are, Talylljn, near the Foot of 
Cader Idris, on the soiidiern side of that mountain ; 
Ll^ Bodlyn and Llyn Cwm Howel, near Cors*-y- 
Gedol; Raithl;^ near Trawsvynydd; Cynwcm, 
Elider, Tecwyn Uoha and Is&, LRn y Cwm Byohan, 
Arenig, &c. Bala mere is remarkable for a peculiar 
kind of fish called gwyniaid^ the saltno lavaretus of 
LinnsBUs; Lh^n Cwm Howel, for a deformed species 
of trout; and Raithlyn, for a singular variety of 
perch. 

On the sea^coasi are various tnanlies scalttered 
along its whole exitent; and the waste unindosed 
sands of the Traeth Bychan, at the northern ex- 
tremity of the coast of this county, occupy several 
thousand acres. Different emban/kments nave been 
made on the land skirting this marsh, thus securing 
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some hundreds of acres frooi inundation at spring 
tides, to which they were before liable; ana die 
sandy estuary of the TraeCh Bychan, a little to the 
north of it, has been wholly indosed. The sea is 
thought to have made, in remote ages, great encroach- 
ments on the shore of die county, a supposition ais 
credited by tradition and various existing evidences. 
Sarn-y-Bwch, above-mentioned, is a nS^ of huge 
st(»ies covered by the tides, but appeannff at low 
water : it stretches westward into the sea, moi ne» 
the mouth ot the river Dysyni, in die vicinity of 
the church of Llangelynin. Another similar line, 
but of much greater extent, extends south-westward 
from a point on the coast to the sooth-west of Har- 
lech, and is called Sarn Badrig, or the ^^ ship-break- 
ing causeway," from the accidents which occur to 
vessels approaching this sunken reef unawares at 
full or half tides ; this is about tw«nty-four feet 
broad. Sam signifies a causeway, or pavement; 
and a monkish legend relates, that the latter was 
miraculously formea by St. Patrick, to facilitate his 
passage between Britain and Ireland: by some, 
these ranges are considered as the work of art, but 
by others merely as rocks in their natural position. 
By such as entertidn the former opinmi Sam-y- 
Bwch and Sarn Badrig are asserted to have met 
each other, and to have formed against the sea die 
barrier of a rich tract of land, named Cantrev 
Gwaelod, or the <^ Low-land Hundred,'' tlie cata- 
strophe of the inundation of which is recorded in 
ancient verse in a very old manuscrnt, called ^* The 
Black Book of 'Carmarthen;" and the nauKs of 
several towns that were overwhelmed are yet pre- 
served in the traditions of the Welsh. This event 
is said to have taken place about the year 560, at 
the time when Crwyddno Oaranfair, father of Elphin, 
the patron of the Welsh bard Taliesin, was lord of 
the territory, owing to the negligence of a drunkard 
named Seitbennin, who in die night left the sluices 
of the embankment open. In the sea, about seven 
miles to the west of AbeiTStwitb, is a collection of 
loose stones, termed Caer Wyddno, Ae fort or palace 
of Grwyddno; and adjoining to it are vestiges of 
what is supposed to have Ji^een the southern embank- 
ment of Cantrev Gwaelod. The depth of water 
over the whole extent <tf the bay of Cardigan is not 
great; and on the recess of tlie tide, stones bearing 
Latin inscriptions, and Roman coins of various em- 
perors, have been at different times found at some 
distance within bigh-watter mark; and in different 
places in the water are obserJi^ed prostrate trees. 
The Vale of Towyn, in die south-eastern part of 
Merionethshire, seems to -have been restored by the 
sea «ome time after the inundation of Cantmv 
Gwaelod : a considerable part of it, formerly of vahie 
only as a turbary, has been drained and embatdced 
by the exertions of the late Edward Corbet, £sq«, 
of Ynysymaenew;^n, and converted into meadows of 
the richest quality. 
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In ibe latter ralleys, and near tke sea-shore, tLe 
dimate is mild ; but oo the mountains it is cold and 
tempestuous, and on some of the higher summits the 
8D0W sometimes remains until June^ though in the 
vicinity of the sea it soon disappears, even in the 
depth of winter. The soils are various, and those of 
tiie low lands are very fertile. The prevailing kind 
is peat or moss, which is found at all elevations, but 
of the greatest depth on levels and in hollowa favour- 
able to its production: it occurs of less depth on 
gentle slopes, upon clay or rammel, being such sub- 
strata as do not admit the filtration of water : this 
latter is generally covered with a coarse matted 
herbage, which characterises what is provinciaUy 
called rhosty land. TiB, a hungry lig^ht mould, 
tinged by the orange oxyda of iron, is common on 
the mountains. Ferny soil, or hazel mould, is fre- 
quently found on the lower hills, producing fern, 
broom, and the larger ulex or gorse, besides various 
kinds of underwood. All the smaller valleys tra- 
versed by rapid streams have a light ffravdfy soil, 
which becomes gradually more fertile in approaching 
its lowest levels : the light soils of the Vale of Dovey 
owe their superior fertility to their receiving from 
one side deposites from the soft shaly mountains of 
Montgomeryshire and Cardiganshire, while that of 
every other valley in the county is derived only from 
mountains of day-slate, or of primitive siliceous sub- 
stances. Free loatnsj well adapted for the general 
purposes of tillage, abound in the Vale of Edeymion, 
tn the vicinity of Corwen ; and lighter soils on the 
marine level, or semi-vale, of Ardudwy, on the 
western side of the county. The wastes on the sea- 
ooast consist of extensive sands. 

The quantity of land under tillage was com- 
puted, before toe late continental war, at less than 
fourteen thousand acres, so that the inhabitants 
chieflv depended upon Montgomeryshire and Den- 
bighfiuire for a supply of grain, of which Bala was 
the prinm)al mart; a few cargoes of rye from Lon- 
don and Liverpool were also brought to Barmouth. 
But a great and feivoumble change has since taken 
place in the agriculture of the county; and there is 
scarcely even an upland farm upon which a sufficient 
quantity of oats and barley for the consumption of 
the occupier is not g^own. Fallowing is scarcely ever 
practised, the common fkumers considering it much 
too expensive and unprofitable an operation. The 
fields in the more elevated situations, having no other 
divisions than those made by low fences of sods and 
fragments of stone walls, cannot be brought under 
culture for wheat or any other winter crop, as it 
would be entirely devoured by sheep, which have 
the unlimited range of the whole feurm from Novem- 
ber until the Lent crops are sown^ when they are 
turned oat into their mountain walks. Oats are the 
epecies of com prindpally cultivated : this grain is 
generally sown for three, and sometimes n&ore, years 
euccessively, but vrith very inferior profit; after 
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which the land is commonly sown with grasses, and 
depastured for five or six years, and then affain 
brouf^ht under the same course of tillage. Various 
species of white oats -have been in cultivation for the 
last forty years; and the hardy black oat, which 
was formeriy the only kind sown, is now only par-* 
tially grown, in situations where the land is of in- 
ferior quality : the tatter, however, is more suited to 
the climate, and its straw vi a highly nutritious food 
for cattle. In the narrow valleys of Merionethshire, 
which, like its streams, run generally from north- 
east to south-west, most barl^ is grown on the side 
having the southern aspect, and oats chiefly on the 
opposite side ; the latter, called cU haul, that is» " a 
place forsaken by the sun,'' having also generally a 
springy soil, while the opposite sioe has a dry gravel 
and hazel mould: the inhabitants of the northern 
aspects have a phrase current amon^ them, that 
^ the shade never went to the sunshine to borrow 
oatmeal" Besides oats and barley, which are the 
most common crops, wheat is grown on the best 
soils, and rye on temporary indosures of small pieces 
of the waste lands, which are pared and burned, and 
after the crop is gathered are again thrown open. 
In the uplands, all the kinds of ffrain that are tnere 
grown were formerly, in most pboes, cut with the 
reaping*hook, instead of the common and more ex->- 
peaitiotts method with scythes, which is now prac- 
tised. Potatoes are every where commonly grown : 
in the eastern parts of the county with great oare, 
but in the western districts, and more especially in 
the Vale oi Ardudwy, in a more negligent manner. 
Fruit trees are prontably cultivated tboughout the 
whole of die county. 

The artificial grassei are of the ordinary kinds, 
and are extensively cultivated : the seeds are pro- 
duced in the county, with the exception of those of 
clover, which are generally procured at the large 
fidr held at Wrexhiun in March, and from professed 
dealers in such oommodities. Various valuable 

3>ecies of grasses are indigenous, such as white 
over, doeVtail, &c. The inclosed and uninclosed 
grass lands, which tc^etber occupy by much the 
greater portion of the county, are for the most p«rt 
appropriated to the rearing of lean cattle, to be sold 
to the graaiers of richer districts^ who fatten them to 
supply places of great consumption. In these billy 
regions are also produced great quantities (tf buttir^ 
of which about three tons per week are sent in 
firkins to Chester, during the six summer months, 
from th^ neighbourhood of Bala, besides a supply 
to Denbigh, Holywell, and odier wedcly markets: 
some is abo forwmled by sea to Liverpool Mu^h 
eheese is also made, but it is of a very poor quality, 
all the richness of the milk being extwted by the 
batter, and in lieu of it tbey saturate the curd with 
rennet to such a degree as to render it quite wfongy^ 
and of a very strong flatour: many cf the poorer 
class prefer tins kind of chene, of which sev^al tons 
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are . aunually sold at the fair of Dol^elley : it is 
seldom coloured with annatto. Artificial irrigation 
is practised in different places, and on a more par- 
ticularly extensive scale on the estate of Athelstan 
Corbet, Eisq., of Ynysymaengwyn, in the Vale of 
Towyn. Lime is used as a manure within a conve- 
nient distance of the Gwerclas and Havod rocks, 
near Corwen, the only places in Merioneth that pro- 
duce white lime, and where about fifty thousand 
bushels are burned annually. The argillaceous 
limestone, found in different parts of it, derives its 
chief value as a manure from being burned with 

f>eat, the ashes of which become intermixed with the 
ime. Great quantities of peat ashes are applied to 
the land in every part of the county ; and sea-thong 
(alga marina h and the fucus of various kinds, are 
also gatherea largelv on the sea-coast after storms, 
and extensively employed as manures. The kind of 
plough in most common use is the old large heavy 
one of North Wales, the same that is still used in 
the counties of Anglesey and Carnarvon. 

The CATTLE are remarkably small, and have few 

Earticularly good qualities, except their extreme 
ardiness and consequent cheapness of rearing ; those 
on the mountains are generally black, but much less 
in size, and less uniform in character, than the An- 
glesey breed. The sheep are of a small hardy kind, 
peculiar to the mountains of Wales, having generally 
white faces and legs, and sometimes horns : the 
smaller weigh from seven to nine lbs. per quarter, 
and yield a fleece of from three-quarters of a lb. to 
lib. and a half; the larger weigh from nine to 
twelve lbs. per quanter, and carry from Jib. and a 
half to 21b. of wool. The wool is of a very mean 
clothing quality, being mixed with coarse long hairs, 
called by the manufacturers hemps, and by the Welsh 
sythvlew: this breed is, however, found to be sus- 
ceptible of great improvement, as is more especially 
seen in the flocks of different farmers in the parishes 
of Talyll^n and Llanvihangel : hardly any sneep of 
other breeds have been introduced. In the county 
are reared great numbers of the diminutive and ex- 
ceedingly hardy ponies called merlins, that obtain 
their wliole support, during winter as well as sum- 
mer, from the coarse herbage of the mountain wastes, 
where they breed promiscuously, and from which 
they are never brought down until they are three 
years old, and fit for sale. Those bred on the Ber- 
wyn mountains are then driven within a ring fence, 
and such as are considered the best are sepa- 
rated from the rest, which latter are again set at 
liberty, and the former are driven for sale at the fair 
held at Llanrhaiadr-yn-Mochnant Great numbers 
of these spirited little animals are employed in car- 
rying on their backs the produce of the manu&c- 
turers of the county, when purchased by salesmen ; 
and their use is almost wholly confined to their native 
districts. Another breed, somewhat larger than 
these, and probably raised by an intermixture with 
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the English horses, is occasionally seen, and is hardy, 
handsome, and exceedingly active in climbing the 
slippery steeps of the hills. The large heathy moun- 
tains, more particularly those of the Berwyn range, 
swarm with a species of hees, and on a fine day these 
wilds may be traversed for miles without hearing the 
least noise save the monotonous hum of these t>ii8y 
insects. 

The woods were formerly very scanty, and of little 
value; but in modern times the native woodlands 
have received much attention, and extensive planta- 
tions have been made by different proprietors. The 
Vale of Ekieyrnion, near the borders of Denbighshire 
and Montgomeryshire, and the vicinity of Bala, have 
been greatly ornamented with plantations of recent 
formation : in other parts of the county most of the 
vales are well wooded ; and although the bleak ex- 
posure of the mountains is inimical to the growth of 
forest trees, yet there are various situations and soils 
in which timber sometimes acquires a very large 
growth : some verses, in celebration of a noted oak 
tree, formerly growing at Ganllwyd, in the parish of 
Llanddwywau, and which, when felled, measured six 
hundred and nine cubic feet, are still sung to the 
harp by the peasants of this coiyity, by whom it was 
held in great veneration : many magnificent trees, 
produced from acorns of this monarch of the forest, 
are scattered in different places, some of the finest 
being on the Tan-y-Bwlch demesne. This county 
being, next to Carnarvonshire, the most mountainous 
of North Wales, its vmste lands are very extensive ; 
but most of them have been appropriated, and many 
of them inclosed under different acts of parliament 
Some mountains are inclosed up to their very sum- 
mits; but many others are quite unsusceptible of 
improvement : the most valuable wastes are the 
marshes on the sea-coast. The principal yiie/ of the 
county is peat, of which it contains great abundance, 
almost every farm having its appropriated turbary : 
such as have no common-right buy the article by the 
load. On the sea-shore, between Towyn and Aber- 
dovey, is found a bed of excellent peat, whidi ex- 
tends to an unknown distance under the waters of 
Cardigan bay : to arrive at this, however, it is neces- 
sary to remove several feet of sand deposited by the 
sea; and, owing to the saline particles contained in 
it, the flame soon corrodes culinary vessels exposed 
to its action. 

The MINERAL PRODUCTIONS of the county are 
various, consisting chiefly of lead and copper ores 
and slates; and its geology is interesting, although 
it has received but little illustration. To the west- 
ward of a line extending from the estuary of the 
Dovey up the course of that river to its source, near 
Aran Mowddwy, thence along the stream of the 
Twrch from its soring to BaU mere, and from that 
place along the Dee to its oonfluence with the Try-^ 
werin, andthen up the latter river to its own source 
and that of the Conway, the Merionethshire moun- 
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tains are for the most part of the primitive silieioos 
kind, rugffed, steep, and barren; and eastward of 
the same line they are chiefly composed of primitive 
argillaceous schistus. The peaks and summits of the 
Berwyn rang^, like those oi the Snowdon chain, are 
composed of rocks of the trap formation, which are 
succeeded on the north-west by slates of various 
kinds, extending to Snowdon : ar^Uaceous schistus 
also appears on the south-east of this chain, extend- 
ing into South Wales. A line of dark-coloured 
argrillaceous limestone extends from Cader Ddinmael, 
near Cerriff-y-Druidion, on the southern border of 
Denbighshire, south-westward across this county, 
being observable successively at the tremendous 
ravine called Glvn Diphwys ; at Llwyn-y-Oi, near 
Rhiwlas ; on the borders of the river Trywerin, near 
Llanuwchyll;^n ; at Llanvachreth, Braich-y-Bedw, 
Blaenau, H^ngwrt Ucha, Caerynwch, Minfordd,near 
Talyll;^n, and lastly at Bwlch Coch, near Cader 
Idris. A narrow tract of similar limestone extends 
in a nearly parallel direction, on the opposite side of 
the Berwyn chain, being^ found at Rhiwarth, Bryn 
Melyn, Cwm Hyved, Bwlch-y-Groes, and Cwm 
Tylyddian, near Llanymowddwy, all on the eastern 
border of the county : some of the same kind also 
occurs at Rhiwaedog, near Bala. At Gwerclas, near 
Corwen, is a detached rock of white limestone. 

The porous appearance of some of the rocks on 
the sides of Coder Idris has led some travellers to 
suppose that mountain, or at least some parts of it, 
to be of volcanic origin ; and this opinion seemed to 
receive strong corroboration from tne appearance of 
a large hollow, high in the mountain, now filled with 
water, and forming a lake overlooked by a steep 
cliiF, greatly resemoling the crater of a volcano: it 
is, however, now believed that no traces of volcanic 
matter are to be found. The upper part of the steep 
clifiF above-mentioned forms the summit of the moun- 
tain, and consists chiefly of immense columns of 
highly crystalline greenstone, similar to those form- 
ing the Giant's Causeway in Ireland, rising at a con- 
siderable angle from beneath a collection of broken 
rocks that lie between their base and the lake. The 
height of these cliffs is about one thousand one 
hundred feet, of which at least the lower half is 
occupied wholly by the columns of greenstone: 
similar, but smaller, columns' appear above, and are 
interstratified with slates, greatly resembling primi- 
tive clay slate, lying at right angles with the columns 
of greenstone. The southern £ink of the mountain 
consists chiefly of slates, lying at almost every pos- 
sible angle, in different places ; while on the north 
of the summit, between the lake at its base and the 
town of Dolgelley, is an immense range of stony 
mountains, extending nearly from east to west, con- 
sisting chiefly of greenstone, which is in most places 
columnar, but in a few slaty. The profile of these 
rocks, in the distance, resembles steps, the interven- 
ing hollows of which are sometimes partially filled by 
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slates ; some of the greenstone of this range incloses 
crystallized carbonate of lime, thus assuming the 
character of a porphyritic rock : in many places it is 
observable that the carbonate of lime has been de- 
composed, leaving cavities ; which circumstance, to- 
gether with the decomposition of the iron, forming 
an ingredient of the hornblende which abounds in 
many places, has given to the rock a cellular and 
rusty appearance. 

The peaks of the other principal summits of the 
Berwyn chain are similar in the general character of 
their geoWical formation to that of Cader Idris, 
excepting those situated eastw{u*d of Bala lake, where 
the Itills and mountains are wholly composed of 
primitive schistus, that is, such as does not contain 
iron pyrites, or any traces of impressions of organized 
bodies. Shivery scliistus, or snale, occurs in differ- 
ent parts of the county, as also do quartz, mica, and 
spar, in connexion with the slate strata. The Ber- 
wyn range of mountains has hitherto been found 
richer in lead than in copper. Ores of the former 
metal and of black jack are found in this county at 
Vigra or Buddugre, near Pont Ddu, in the parish 
of Llanaber; at Moel Isbri, in tlie parish of Llanell- 
tyd ; in the vicinity of Dolgelley ; at Bwlch-y-Plwm, 
near Traeth Mawr; at Graig Wen, near Dinas 
Mowddwy; at Melin-ll^-y-pair, in the parish of 
Towyn ; and at Br^ndinas near Dyfryn Gw]^n, also 
in the vicinity of the last-mentioned place. A mine 
of sulphate ot copper has been worked at Aberdovey, 
at the south-western extremity of the county; 
and great quantities of sulphate and some carbonate 
of copper at the Buddugre, or Vigra, and Clc^iau 
mines, near D6lgelley, which adjoin the second of 
the lead*mines above-mentioned. These copper- 
mines are valuable, the ores being rich, and are 
worked with spirit: the matrix is semi-indurated 
whin, intersected by veins of quartz ; and as the ores 
are intimately blended, as it were, in the solid sub- 
stance of the rock, the success of working them was 
originally much more uncertain than regular-sided 
rone veins. A gentleman, resident in Dolgelley, 
learning that the ashes of the peat procured rrom a 
turbary near Dolvrwynog, in the parish of Llan- 
vachreth, could not be applied with advantage as a 
manure, suspected the cause, and by chemic^ tests 
found that tney contained copper. He thereupon 
employed men to cut and stack the peat that pro- 
duced these ashes, and constructed kilns for burning 
it: the ashes he shipped for Swansea, where they 
were made to yield excellent copper. From this 
circumstance it has been supposed that the surround- 
ing mountains teem with copper-ore, which, through 
the medium of springs, or otherwise, had impreg- 
nated the peat of the hollows below with a solution 
of sulphate of copper. In the rocks in the neigh- 
bourhood of this turbary are various works for pro- 
curing copper, and vast quantities of the ore were 
obtained some years ago at Bengtog, in the same 
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parisli. In the Berwyn range, slates for the roofing 
of houses and other buildings are raised at Maen 
Gwynedd, near Cader Verwyn ; Dinas Mowddwy ; 
Moel Grychan, near Aberllyvni; and Peniarth 
Uchav, between Cader Idris and the sea. The 
quarries at Festiniog, near the north-western extre- 
mity of the county, are in a branch of the Snowdon 
mountains, and produce slates of an excellent quality, 
which are shipped at Traeth Bychan, near the spot 
where they are raised : these, like the Carnarvon- 
shire slates, bear different names according to their 
size : the ^^ ton stones" weigh, upon an average, two 
tons per thousand; and the << singles," half a ton. 
The great proportion of argillaceous earth in the 
composition of the argillaceous limestone renders it 
of inferior value, both as a cement and a manure, so 
that it is only worked on account of the absence of 
better materials : great quantities of the white lime- 
stone, near Corwen, are quarried and burned. 

The chief manufactures are those of webs^ and 
knit woollen stockings and socks. The former is 
carried on in the town of Dolgelley, and in the sur- 
rounding country, to the distance of twelve miles, 
as also in the Vale of Dovey; and in these districts 
almost every little farmer is a manufacturer of webs, 
and few cottages are without a loom. These webs, 
called by the London drapers Welsh plains, or cot- 
tons, are a sort of thick white cloth, made iu pieces 
of from ninety to one hundred and twenty yards 
long, two pieces constituting a web. The same branch 
of trade is also carried on in the western part of 
Montgomeryshire, and the south-eastern portion of 
Denbigh ; but the quantity produced in Dolgelley 
and its neighbourhood is far greater than in either 
of the other districts. The Dolgelley webs may be 
divided into two classes; the coarsest, which are 
three-quarters of a yard wide ; and the finest, seven- 
eighths of a yard : these, as well as those made in 
the district of which Machynlleth is the centre, are 
indiscriminately called by the drapers stronff chtky 
tp distinguish them from those of the Glyn district, 
near Oswestry, which are termed small chrthy be- 
cause they are about one-eighth of a yard narrower, 
although of the same length. This manufacture has 
long prevailed in the shire of Merioneth, as appears 
from acts of parliament passed in the 1st and Srd of 
James I., ana from two orders of the Privy Council 
of Charles I., one to the magistrates of the county, in 
the year 1635, complaining that the Welsh cottons 
made at that time were of inferior quality to those 
formerly made, a circumstance injurious to the inte- 
rest of the London merchants trading to France; 
and the other to the Lord President of the Marches, 
in 1687, limiting the length of the webs, and pro- 
hibiting the use of fell and lambs' wool in their 
manufacture; ingredients which are now found of 
much value, and in time of peace are imported to 
Barmouth, in ^eat quantities, from Leghorn, London, 
and Dovor : the warp is at present made of the coarse 
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fleece wool of the country, while the woof is a 
ture, containing about one-third, and sometimes one- 
half of lambs' wool. Until about the commencement 
of the nineteenth century, the only market for these 
webs was held weekly, on Thursday, at Shrewsbury, 
where they were exposed to sale in a hall belonging 
to the drapers' company of the town, into which no 
buyers but of that particular fraternity were admitted. 
But since that period the manufacturers have been 
exempted from the effects of that monopoly, by means 
of professed dealers, who travel over the country and 
buy the produce of their looms generally at their own 
houses; these are frequently the agents of drapers, 
who grant them a per-centage on their purchases. 

Tte town of Bala is the centre of the stocking 
manu&cture, and the chief market for the sale of its 
produce ; and the boundary of the district in which 
It is carried on, commencing with Corwen, on the 
Dee, extends by Bettws into Denbighshire, where 
it proceeds by Yspytty-Ivan and Lhinrwst, and, in- 
cluding the south-eastern extremity of Comarron* 
shire, passes by Penraachno to Festiniog in Me- 
rionethshire, and tbenoe by Llanuwohyllyn and 
Bwlch-y-Groes, along the northern side of the Ber- 
wyn hills to its commencement at Corwen : this line 
comprises a mountainous tract of about eighteen 
miles Jn length, and twelve in breadth. The stock- 
ings and socks are of all sises and colours, and 
of various degrees of fineness : the number of pairs 
annually sold at Bala is calculated at nearly two hun- 
dred thousand, besides woollen wigs and gloves. The 
Merionethshire hosiery is universally recommended 
by medical practitioners, being, from the peculiar 
quality of the wool of which it is manufootured, par- 
ticularly soft and warm. Besides the native manu^ 
factures, there is a wooUen-doth factory at Dolgelley, 
in which town also are dressed great quantities <^ 
native sheep and foreign lamb and kid skins, that 
are sold to the glovers c£ London, Worcester, Den-* 
high, and other places. Barmouth is the chief port 
of the county, and its harbour has received great 
improvement from an embankment of stone to se- 
cure its entrance, completed in 1802, at which time 
a new quay was also constructed. Aberdyviy or Aber- 
dovey, at the mouth of the river Dovey, possesses a 
harbour that might also be Tendered very commo- 
dious, but was almost unfrequented until within the 
last few years, during which it has risen to an im* 
portanoe rivalling that of Barmouth. The principal 
articles of export are cattle, sheep, webs, stockines^ 
dressed skins, ores of lead and copper, poles for die 
collieries of South Wales, bark, slates, and butter; 
the chief imports are corn, lamb and kid skins from 
Italy and other foreign oountries, and the various 
kinds of ordinary shop goods. 

The principal rivers are the Dee, tlte Maw, or 
Mawddach, and the Dovey, or Dyvi, which are joined 
4>y numerous mountain torrents on every side, inde- 
pendently of various smaller streams, flowing directly 
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to the sea : tHe chief of the latter are ike Dvryryd 
and the Dysynni. The Dee hua its source a short 
distance abore Ll^n Tegid, or Bala lake, which it 
9CMm enters a little below the villaffe of Llanuwchy- 
llyn : issuing from diis extensive dieet of water be- 
neath the town of fiala^ it takes a north*north-easterly 
direction through the beautiful Vale of Edeyrnion, 
and afterwards an easterly course by Corwen, and 
through the picturesque vales of Oiyndy vrdwy and 
Llangollen^ into the south-eastern part or Denbigh* 
shire: near the church of Llangar, a mile above 
Corwen, it is augmented by the Alwen, wfaidi de- 
scends along the northern border of this county from 
the south-western part of Denbighshire. The Maw 
rises in the mountains of the northern part of the 
county, and flows first southward and then south- 
westward, by the village of Llanvachretb, to the 
vieimty of Llanelltyd, where it is joined from the 
cast by the fVonion: the latter stream, which is 
about equal in magnitude to the Maw, rises near the 
source of the Dee, at a place called Drws-y-Nant, 
and winds through a narrow valley, in a less turbu* 
lent course than is usual with rivers having a moun* 
tainous origin, passing by the town of Dolgelley, 
about a mile below which it joins the Maw, the 
united stream then expanding into a fine estuary, 
stretching sonth'^westward until within a short dis- 
tance of the sea^ when it turns westward to Cardigan 
bay, forming at its mouth the harbour of Abermaw, 
or, as it is termed by the English, Barmouth : this 
river is navigable to within two miles of D6lgelley. 
The Dovey rises at the foot of Aran Mowddwy, 
and flows southward through the rich vale to which 
It gives name, passing by the small town of Dinas 
Mowddwy, a little li^low wfaich^ on entering the 
western part of Montgomeryshire, it clumges its 
direction to south-west: near die town of Machyn- 
lleth the Dovey becomes the southern boundary of 
Merionethshire, and discharges its waters into the 
sea through a broad estuary at Aberdovey. The 
Dwyryd mw its source in the mountains on the 
northern confines of the county, and, gradully losing 
its character of a mountain torrent, as it emerges 
into a more level district, flows in beautiful meanders 
Arough the celebrated Vale of Festinio^ and, pass- 
ing' beneath the rich groves of Tan-^y^^BwIch Halli 
falls into Uie estuary of Traeth Bfteh, which opens 
into Cardigan bay, at ^e raoudi of the inlet Tmeth 
Mawr : the latter, eictendin^ inland north ward» forms 
fior some distance the boun^iry between this county 
and that of Carnarvon, and receives, at its head, the 
torrent of the Gl&slyn^ up which the line of separation 
it further continued. The Dysynni descends in a 
very irregular course south'^westwsrd fmm the foot 
of Cader Idris and the lake of Talyll^n, and flows 
into the sea through a small estuary, a little to the 
north of' Towyn. 

The roads of Merionethshire^ notwithstandlfig its 
vast extent of mountain wastes^ have shared in the 
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gradual improvement displayed in those of most 
other parts of the island aunng the last fifty years. 
Formerly, almost every valley or dale had its road 
winding along the bottom of it, which at its highest 
extremity ascended the mountains almost like a flight 
of steps ; but the modern roads commence the ascent 
at the lower end of the vale, and attain the summit 
by a gradual rise along the sides of the hills that in- 
close it: some of the mountain passes, however, yet 
present great difficulties to the traveller. An abun- 
dance of hard silicious stone is obtained from the 
mountain ranges, forming excellent materials for 
making and repairing the roads, the travelling on 
which is now as easy as the extreme hilly nature of 
tlie county will admit The mail-coach line from 
London to Holyhead, by Birmingham and Shrews-- 
bury, enters the north-eastern part of the county 
from Llangollen, in Denbighshire, passes through 
Corwen, and soon after quits it s^in for the souUi- 
western partof Denbighshire. The road from Lon- 
don to Montgomery, nelshpool, Harlech, and Car- 
narvon, by way of Worcester, or by Shrewsbury, 
enter» from Llanvair, in Montgomeryshire, and runs 
through Dinas Mowddwy and Dolgelley, and by 
Trawsvynydd, Tan-y-Bwlch, and ront-Abei^l&s- 
lyn, into Carnarvonshire: a branch from this, at 
Welshpool, reaches Bala, by way of Llanvyllin. Two 
roads branch from the Holyheaa line, at Corwen and 
Dwyryd, or Druid, respectively, to Bala, whence the 
means of communication thus formed is continued 
to D61gelley. From the latter town an important 
road extends through Barmouth and Harlech, and 
across the Traeth Bach sands, to Tr^madoc, in Car- 
narvonshire. 

The RELICS OF ANTIQUITY are numerous and in- 
teresting, more particularly those of remoter ages. 
On the small plain near Cors^-Gedol, in which are 
situated the small lakes of Bodlyn, Cwm Howel, 
and Irddin, are numerous Drtndical remains, form- 
ing a rare group of this class of antiquities, and 
comprising two ciroles made of loose stones, one of 
which is about fifty- six feet in diameter, and the 
other of less dimensions. Half a mile southward 
from these, on the side of a hill) are two carneddau, 
or monumental heaps of stones of extraordinary size; 
and to the eastward is a large cromlech, composed of 
two incumbent stones^ one placed over the edge of 
the other, resting upon five erect stones somewhat 
inclined. Near this is another carnedd, whereon are 
two large cromlechs, the tabular stone of one of 
which is twelve feet long and nine broad. Four 
stone columns^ from ten feet to twelve feet eight 
inches high, are situated in the vicinity of these 
cromlechs; three of them have fiedlen, but one yet 
retains its erect position : several cist-vaens, or stone 
chests, lie scattered around. Near the fifth mile^ 
stone, on the road from Harledi to Barmouth, are 
two cromlechs^ near each other, singularly situated 
Oft cameddau of loose stonev* The vicinity of Har- 
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lech abounds with monumental remains, more espe- 
cially such as are supposed to have been connected 
with the Druidical superstitions : on the steep ascent 
of an almost precipitous hill, and on its summit, are 
several circles, consisting of loose stones, some of 
which are single, others concentric, while others 
again intersect each other: the principal of them, 
Hkc those of C!or8-y-Gedol, comprise also upright 
stones, one in most cases in the centre. Craig-y- 
Ddinas, a conical hill, situated near the group of 
Druidical ruins first described, has its summit sur- 
rounded by a vast collection of rough stones, forming 
rude ramparts for the defence of the small plain 
which it incloses: this is generally considered to 
have been a British fortified post, of a period as early 
as the Roman invasion; and on another elevated 
site, at a little distance, is Castell Dinas CJorddin, 
an intrenched camp with an advanced work, sup-' 
posed to be of equally remote antiquity. On toe 
summit of a lofty rocky eminence, overlooking Nan- 
nau, the seat of Sir Robert Williames Vaughan, 
Bart., near Dolgelley, is also a very ancient British 
post, defended by a rampart of loose stones, called 
Moel Ofrwm, « the Hill of Sacrifice." 

Traces of Roman occupation are very numerous, 
of which the following^ are the most remarkable: 
near Pennal, on the banks of the Dovey, in the 
vicinity of Machynlleth, is a place named Cevn 
Caer, " the Ridge of the City," where Roman coins 
have been frequently found, and where are yet ex- 
tensive remains of a large and strong Roman forti- 
fication. In the vicinity of Rhiw Goch, in the 
parish of Trawsvynydd, are vestiges of a small fort, 
very singularly situated on a circular isolated rock, 
supposed to have been a Roman station, from the 
regularity of the facing stones of the remaining 
walls, and from the circumstance of the discovery 
of numerous coins and urns: its name, Castell Prymry 
signifies ^^ a castle built in haste,'' which may account 
for the buildings being destitute of cement In the 
adjacent inclosed country, in the parish of Maen- 
twrog, is a large Roman encampment, commanding 
a number of passes. At the soutli-eastern end of 
the town of Bala is an extensive artificial mount, 
designated Tommen-y-Bala, supposed to be of Ro- 
man formation, and afterwards tne site of a British 
fortress ; and in the vicinity of Llanuwchyll^n are 
the remains of a Roman fort termed Caer Gai, where 
various coins of that people have been discovered. 
Manv other Roman coins have been dug up near 
Llanbedr, and at Dolgelley and Harlech, at which 
latter place has also been found a golden torques : 
another of these rich and elegant ornaments has also 
been found on the mountain of Cader Idris. The 
Via Occidentalism now called ^m Helen (supposed 
to be a corruption of Sam lAeonj or Sam y lAengy 
the Legionary Way), entering from Cardiganshire, 
might formerly be traced on the banks of the Dovey, 
near Pennal, where it communicated with the station 
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there : it may yet be traced between Dolgelley and 
Trawsvynydd, at Pen-y-stryd, or " the head of the 
street," though now covered with turf, and only per- 
ceptible in consequence of its elevation above the 
ground on each side : near it are numerous tumuli* 
Beyond the station Heriri Mons^ at Tommen-y- 
Mur, it must have entered the county of Carnar- 
von between Pont-Aben^l^lyn and Bethgelart. The 
branch of the southern Watling-street, already men- 
tioned, entered this shire from the vicinity of Llan- 
gynog, and passed by Trum-v-Sam to the Roman 
station at Caer Gai, near Bala, beyond which it is 
plainly visible, and is called Sam Mr, or '^ the Long 
Causeway:" crossing the mountains by the pass 
termed Bwlch-y-Buarth, it proceeds to Tommen-y- 
MAr. 

On a mountain named Migneint, near Rhyd-ar- 
Helen, within a quarter of a mile of the Sam Mden, 
are some remarkable monuments, designated Beddau 
Gw^r Ardudwy, "the Graves of the Men of Ar- 
dudwy," in which ancient division of the country 
they are situated : these graves are at least thirty 
in number, and local tradition states them to be se- 
pulchral memorials of persons of note, slain here in 
a battle fought between the men of Dyfryn Ar- 
dudwy and some of Denbighshire. In the vicinity 
of these graves are several circles of stones, the 
largest of which is about fifty-two feet in diameter, 
as also an extensive carnedd, with two upright stones^ 
the whole of which appear to have been surrounded 
by one very large circle. In a field also near the 
course of uie Sarn Helen, in the vicinity of Traws- 
vynydd, is a large rude upright stone, called Llech 
Idris ; and near it is a stone bearing a Latin inscrip- 
tion, named Bedd Porws, or '* Porus' Grave." Close 
to the village of Llanbedr are two rude upright stones, 
of the kind styled by the Welsh meini gw^^ or ^< the 
stones of heroes." Near Corwen is a British forti- 
fied post of more modern date than those above- 
mentioned, termed Caer Drewyn ; and the site of 
the encampment occupied by the Welsh forces, at 
the period of the invasion of the principality by 
Henry II., may yet be traced by a rampart of earUi, 
situated between the church of Corwen and the vil- 
lage of Cjrnwyd. The remains of the buildings of 
the Cistercian abbey of Cvmmer, in the parish of 
Llanelltyd, the only religious house in the county 
at the time of the Reformation, form a picturesque 
ruin, known to the Welsh under the name of Myn- 
achlog y Vaner, and frequentiy denominated Vaner 
Abbey. There are yet striking remains of the castk 
of Harlech ; and at a place odled Sychnant, about 
three miles from Corwen, are some remains of a 
mansion which belonged to the celebrated Welsh 
hero, Owain Glyndwr. 

The principal seats are, Abergraynant, Arthog, 
Bryn-y-Gwin, and Caerynwch, near Dolgelley; 
Cors-y-Gedol, between Barmouth and Iwlecn; 
Dolgun, and Garthyngharad, near Dolgelley ; Glan- 
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y-Ll^n; Olanwillianiy near Maentwrog; Hengwrt- 
Uchav, Heng^t, Llwyn, and Nannaii, near Ddl- 
gelley; Pale, near Bala; Peniarth; Penmaen Dovey, 
near Towyn; Rharat, near Cor wen; Rhiwlas; R{ig» 
near Corwen ; Tafgartb) Tan-y-Bwlch Hall, Vron- 
heulog, and Yny8ymaenfip¥;^n« The better class of 
houses are frequently built of blasted stone and schis- 
tus, much of the latter of which will bear to be regu- 
larly squared. A few modem &rm-yards are well 
planned and of good construction ; but the rest are 
of a very mean description. In the vicinity of the 
schbtose hills and mountains the fences are com- 
monly walls of loose stones, built without mortar. 
Servants hired by the year usually commence their 
term of service on the 1 2th of May. The common 
bread of the inhabitants is oatmeal cake, made by 
mixing oatmeal with a due proportion of lukewarm 
water, rolling out the dough into thin round cakes, 
and baking them upon iron plates suspended over 
the fire, commonly called bake-^tonet ; rye bread, and 
bread made from mtntcom, or rye and wheat blended, 
are also in ordinary consumption. Some of the most 
remarkable of the numerous toatetfalls are Rhaiadr 
Ddlymelynll^n, about five miles from Dolgelley; 
Pistyll Ciain, or << the FaU of the Cayne,'' about two 
miles further distant from the same place : and Pis- 
tvll Mawddach, or '^ the Fall of the Mawddach,^ in 
tne vicinity of the latter. In the channel of the 
Cynvel, a tributary of the Dwyryd, rises a singular 
columnar rock, called Pulpit Hugh lAwyd Cynvel^ or 
" Huffh Llovd of Cynvel's Pulpit" 

MERTHYR, a parish, in the lower division of 
the hundred' of Elvet, union and county of Car- 
marthen, South Wales, 4 miles (w.) from Car- 
marthen; containing 295 inhabitants. This parish 
is situated in the south-western portion of the county, 
and is intersected on the west by the river Cywin, 
which fidls into the Taf at Llanvihangel-Aberco- 
win ; and on the south by the turnpike-road leading 
from Carmarthen to St Clear's. The living is a 
discharged rectory, rated in the king^s books at 
£4. 17. L, and in the patronage of the Crown : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£165; and there is a fflebe of 88 acres, valued at 
£36 per annum. The (murch, dedicated to St Mar- 
tin, is a small plain building, undistinguished by any 
architectural netails. There are places of worship 
for Presbyterians, and a dass of dissenters who as- 
sume no particular denomination ; and a school- 
room has been built for the instruction of the poor. 
Some remains of an ancient monument, thougnt to 
be of Druidical origin, are discernible ; and within 
the parish is a farm, once the residence or property 
of George Vaughan, a Welsh iudge, called Derll^s, 
which is supposed to have given its name to that 
hundred. 

MERTHYR- CYNOG, a parish, comprising 
die hamlets of Upper Dyfryn Honddu, Lower Dy- 
fryn Honddu, Yscir-Vawr, and Yscir-Vechan, in the 
213 



hundred of Merthyr-Cymog, union and county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 8 miles (n. n. w.) 
from Brecknock; containing 815 inhabitants. The 
name, signifying *^ Cynog the Martyr,'' is derived 
from the erection of a church to the honour of Cy- 
nog, son of Brychan Brycheiniog, who is said to 
have been murdered on a mountain called the Van, 
in this parish, towards the close of the fifth century, 
and to have been canonized after his death. The 
parish is situated principally between the rivers 
Vscir and Honddu, by the former of which it is in- 
tersected on the west, and by the latter on the east, 
and is traversed on the same side by the turnpike- 
road leading from Brecknock to Builtn. The surface 
is chiefly mountainous, though occasionally alternated 
with valleys and low grounds, comprising a portion 
of arable land, and, towards the siaes of the rivers, 
some rich meadows, affording excellent pasturage* 
The prevailing scenery is strikingly varied, and in 
many parts beautifully picturesque: the winding 
Vale 01 the Honddu abounds with features of pleas- 
ing character, and with objects of romantic appear- 
ance. Near the chapel of Llanvihangel-Vechan, the 
Vaenol is prominently conspicuous, rising almost 

Erecipitously in the vale to a very considerable 
eight, and crowned near to its summit with a pleas- 
ing cottage ; on the left is a beautiful knoll, luxu- 
riantly wooded, towards the top of which, on the 
right, is a projecting rock, from the fissures of which 
grows a yew-tree, adding a romantic character to 
the landscape. Beyond the rich woods near Castle 
Madoc, the remainder of the vale is chiefly arable, 
but is agreeably softened by a few verdant meadows 
near the margin of t^e river. At the extremity of 
the dell named Cwm Li^rin commences a range of 
mountains, that constitute more than one-half of the 
parish, extending on one side to the boundary of the 
nundred of Talgarth, and on the north to the hun- 
dred of Builth. Along this whole tract there is 
scarcely a house, except at the head of the river 
Honddu, where are a few small oottag^es, called 
« Pentre Blaen-DAl-Honddfi." The right of com- 
mon forms a very important object to the occupiers 
of small fiarms on the hills, who, raising little more 
corn than what is sufficient for the supply of their 
families, depend ereatly on the rearing of their flocks. 
The village is situated in a cheerless mountain dell, 
accessible only by a dreary road along a high ridge 
between deep dingles, watered by two branches of 
the river Yscir, over which is a neat bridge of one 
arch, designated Pontvaen. Of the annual value 
of the rateable property in the parish the return is 
£3862. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 10. 5., and endowed with £400 
royal bounty, and £800 pariiamentarv grant ; pre- 
sent net income, £90 ; impropriators. Marquess Geuu- 
den and John Lloyd Vaughan Watkins, £s^., the lat- 
ter of whom is patron ; the impropriate tithes have 
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been commuted for a rent-ebarge of £410. The 
titiies and advowson were given by Milo Fitz* Wal- 
ter, Earl of Gloucester, to the priory of Malvern, 
after the dissolution of vrhiofa establishment they de-*- 
volved to tbe erown^ and were sold in the reign of 
James I. In 1646, they were the property of Sir 
Francis Fane, a zealous loyalist, and were, on that 
account, perhaps^ sequestered by the parliament, who 
ordered an annual payment to be made out of the 
rectorial tithes of £50 to the vicar of Merthyr-Cynog ; 
£40 to the officiating minister of Llanvihangel-^ 
Nant-Bran ; £40 to the minister of Llandilo- Vawr ; 
and £10 to the minister of Dyfryn Honddu chapel; 
all which places were then comprehended within, or 
considered to be dependent i^on, thk parbh : at the 
Restoration the property reverted to the rightful 
owner, and the grants made by the parliament be* 
came void« Of U>e several places above-named, the 
chapel of Dyfryn Honddu alone remains within the 
limits of the parish. The church, dedicated to St 
Cym^, is a neat ancient structure, with a square 
tower at the west end : the churchyard is surrounded 
with stately trees^ of which only two or three are 
yews. There are places of worship for Indepen- 
dents and Welsh Calvinistb Methodists. 

In the hamlet of Upper Dyfryn Honddu is a 
Sunday school, in which 100 males and females are 
instructed gratuitously by the Independents, books 
being supplied by subscription ; ana there is also a 
Welsh Sunday school for tne hamlets of Yscir-Vawr 
and Yscir-Vechan, which contains about 110 males 
and females. Edward Gwyn, of Pantr-y-Cored, in 
1760, charged a tenement called Dolwydd with the 
annual payment of £2 to the poor, to be distributed 
on the 20th of December. On the bank of the 
Honddft is a small fanny designated Mynacht^, which 
name is derived from>its havine been the residence 
of the monks of MaWem^ for tne purpose of super- 
intending their possessions in this parish, and of 
transacting the ousiness relathig to them: at the 
east end of the bwildin^ is a stone, about five feet 
long, marked with a ruck cros^ the h«ad of which is 
inscribed within a circle; and in the porefa is another 
of the same size and character, having the head of 
the cross within a square : they are both considered 
as relics of the fifth or sixth century. A hill in the 
parish^ styled AUtamog, bears distinct marks of a 
British encampment, of elliptical form, and about 
two hundred }rards in circuit, ori^nally defended on 
the north by three ramparts, and on the south inac- 
cessible from its precipitous declivity ; it is supposed 
to have been occupied by the descendants of Maen* 
arch, prior to the erection of their mansion in the 
Vale of Honddu. 

MERTHYR-DOVAN (MERTHYR-DY- 
FAN), a parish, in the union of Cardiff, hundred 
^f DiNAS-iPowYS, county of Glamorgan, SauTH 
Wales, 8 miles (s. w.) from Cardiff; containing, 
J 32 inhabitants* This small parish, bordering on 
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the Bristol Channel^ is in general hilly, and the 
inhabitants are exclusively employed in agriculture. 
The living is a discharged rectory^ rated in the 
king's books at £4. 17. 3^., and endowed with £2O0 
royal bounty ; present net income, £109; patron, 
Rk F. Jenner, Esq. The church, dedicated to St. 
Dovauus, is situated in a valley watered by a small 
stream which passes near Cadoxton, and falls into 
the Bristol Channel at Barry Island. Highlight is 
an extra-parochial district, for ecclesiastical purposes 
attadied to this parish, the inhabitants attending- 
divine service here. The late Mr. Richards^ of 
Barry, left £40, and the Rev. Mr. Powel, £54^ the 
former secured upon the Rumney bridge trust, and 
the latter in the new four per cent stock, directing 
the interest to be given on Sl Thomas's-day, among' 
the poor not receiving parochial relief 

MERTHYR-MAWR^ a parish, in the union of 
Bridgend and Cowbridge, nundred of Ogmorb, 
cbunty of Glamorgan, South Wales, 1^^ mile 
(w. s« w.) from Bridgend; containing 147 inhabit- 
ants. It is situated on the right bank of the Ogmore, 
near its mouth, forming the only pt^on of the hun- 
dred lying on that side of the river, and a little south 
of the turnpike-road between Cardiff and Swansea. 
A part of the parish to the south is occupied by low 
barren sand-hills, but it probably takes its name from 
a lofty and extensive elevation oomposing the greater 
part of it, and at the eastern foot of which, near the 
Dank of the river, stands its small and pleasant vil-' 
lage, with the churclu The manor, together with 
the castle and lordship of Talavan, was given by 
Robert Fitz-Hamon, on dividioff the ancient king* 
dom of Glamorgan among the Norman knights and 
others who assisted him in its subjugation, to Sir 
Richard Syward. Leland says ** Martyr Maor, a 
fair manor place of stone, stondith on tins vrest 
ripe, a mile above Ogor mouth :" in his time it be- 
longed to the^ Stradkngs. Near tbe churdi is an 
elegant modern mansion, surroaaded by a thriving 
plantation, the seat ot the late Sir John Nicholl, Knt* 
jDean of the Arches, by when it was erected.. The 
living: is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £200 pri- 
vate beneUiction, and £800 royal bounty; present 
net income, £69 ; patron, Sir John NiehoU ; appro- 
priator. Archdeacon of LlandaL The church is de- 
dicated to St Teilaw. The children of tbe parish 
attend a National school in an adjoining one. Mr& 
Elizabeth Jenkins^ previously to 1769, left £5 to the 
poor, the interest to be distributed on Christmas- 
day, but since 1771, when interest -was paid out of 
the parish rates on a moiety received from the minis* 
ter, no trace of the charity can be discovered. The 
river Ogmore discharges itself into the Bristol Chieui- 
nel on the southern side of the parish; on its eastern 
bank are the remains of Ogmore Castle, an account 
of which is inserted in Ae article on Ewenny. 
Slight vestiges of an old chapel, commonly styled 
Cappel St jSoquCj are disoemible. 
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MERTHYR.TYDVIL (MERTHYR-TUD- 
FYL), a marketr-town, parish, newly created borough, 
and head of a onion, in the upper division of the 
bmidred of Caerphilly, eounty of Glamorgan, 
fiouTH Wales, 24 miles (n. n. w.) from Cardiff, 
and 175 (w. bvN.) from London; containing 84^943 
inhabitants. This place derives its name from Tyd- 
vii, or Tudvyl, daughter of Brychan, Prince of 
Brycheiniog in the fifth century. The latter, hav- 
ing towards the close of his life retired with part of 
bis fiunily into this neighbourhood, was attacked by 
a party of Saxons and Irish Picts, who put him to 
death, together widi his son Rhdn Dremrudd, and 
his daughter Tydvil ; and a church was soon after- 
wards erected near the scene of slaughter, in honour 
of the murdered Tydvil, and received the appella- 
tion of Merthyr Tydvil, or " Tydvil the Martyr." 
Concerning the earlier history of this place, now so 
important for the richness of its mineral produce and 
the vast extent of its manufactures, very few events 
of general interest are recorded. It continued till 
the middle of the last century an obscure village, 
noticed only in the Welsh annals as containing 
within its limits a border fortress called Morlais 
castle, erected by Gilbert, Lord of Glamorgan, for 
the protection of his estates in this part of the prin- 
cipality, against the attacks of the tenantry of the 
adjacent territories of the lord of Brecknock, by 
whom they were frequentlv invaded. The uncertain 
and ill-defined limits of these contiguous lordships 
generated perpetual feuds between their respective 
owners ; and tlie erection of the castle added mate- 
rially to the acrimony with which the hostilities were 
conducted. In the reign of Henry I., the castle is 
said to have been occupied by Ivor Bfich, a native 
lord of Upper Senghenydd, who from this place is 
supposed to have made a descent upon Cardiff castle, 
and to have taken Robert, Earl ot Gloucester, and 
his lady prisoners, and detained tliem in confinement 
till they consented to observe the ancient customs of 
the country, and restore the laws of Hywel Dda. In 
the time of Leland the place does not appear to 
have been regarded as possessing any importance : 
that writer, having noticed Morlais castle, makes no 
further mention of Merthyr, than as the parish 
throu^ which '*^ Morlais riveret goith to the ripe of 
Tave :** the fortress was deroolisned by t)ie parlia^ 
mentary forces in the middle of the seventeentn cen- 
tury. 

The first congregation of dissenters known to 
have assembled in Wales was formed here, about 
the year 1620, 'when Vavasour Powel, celebrated 
in tiie annals of non-conformity, while preaching 
to this congregation, was apprehended and oom- 
mitted to Uaraiff gaol. According to a curious 
journal kept by the incumbent of the parish at that 
time, the dissenters were not contented with the 
liberty -of paying only what they pleased for ^thes, 
but were m the harnt of entering &e cborch in 
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a body, during the performance of divine service, 
and forcibly wresting the Book of Common Prayer 
from the hands of the officiatii^ minister; and when 
he ascended the pulpit to preach, a teacher of their 
own sect would climb up into one of the yew-trees 
in the churchyard, and commence an address to his 
followers. In June 1881, serious dissensions arose 
between the workmen and the proprietors of the 
several mines in the parish, which were attended 
with consequences much to be regretted. The work- 
men having assembled in a tumultuous manner, the 
riot act was read by the police magistrate of the dis- 
trict, and the yeomanry and military, together with 
a company of the militia, which was then at Cardiff, 
advanced to the spot, and at length succeeded in re- 
storing order, though unhappily not without the loss 
of several lives on me side of tne workmen, and^ome 
of the military being wounded* Major Falls, who 
commanded the regular forces, ifi^is severely wounded 
at the beginning of the conflict, and the command 
of the military devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morgan, of the Glamorganshire militia, whose cool- 
ness, intrepidity, and judgment were subsequently 
eulogised by the lord-lieutenant of the county, in his 
repl V to an address of the gentry of Glamorganshire 
on the occasion. 

The TOWN is situated in a mountainous district, 
near the extremity of the Vale of Taf, and chiefly on 
the eastern side of the river of that name, by which 
it is partly separated from the county of Brecknock : 
it was formerly very irregularly built, merely con- 
sisting of assemblages of huts, cottages, and houses, 
confusedly mixed together, without any regard to 
order or uniformity of style or arrangement, and 
occupying both banks of the river, which is crossed 
by two bridges ; but very great improvements have 
been made, within the last few years, by the con- 
struction of a street forming the principal thorough- 
fore, in which are some shops and houses of more 
modem character; and near the centre of this street 
one of the largest, most commodious and splendid 
market-places in Wales, was built a short time since 
by William Meyriok, Esq., of Gwaelod-y^Ctarth, and 
William Thomas, Esq., of Court House, in a field, 
which was the property of the latter gentleman, and 
the remainder of which has been leased out for build- 
ing, and now contains several streets of well arranged 
and uniform houses. A large market-place has also 
been erected at Dowlais, by the Dowlids Iron Com- 
pany. A mechanics' '^ns/ih<te was established in 18*29, 
at Dowlais, in which, since the philosophical society 
at Coedycumrmer has been discontinued, weekly 
lectures are delivered on general subjects, Iwt chiefly 
on mineralogy and metallui^ : ^therels also a society 
for the discussion, in the Wel^ language, of suIh 
jects connected with the history and literature of 
Wales. ^A theatre^ df very inferior diaraoCer as a 
building, and mm almost concealed by small houses, 
by which It is surrounded, was formerly <f>ened by 
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a respectable itinerant company; and races were 
once held on Twyn-y-Waun: but, from the de- 
pressed state of the iron trade within the last few 
years, both these sources of amusement have been 
discontinued. Cyvarthva Castle and Park form a 
fine object above the town; and Pen-y-Darren 
House, with its gardens, is equally interesting at the 
other extremity. But the general aspect of the 
vicinity is unprepossessing, the face of nature being 
disfigured by towering heaps of scoria from the iron- 
mines, which are undergoing continued increase, thus 
precluding the growth of vegetation upon them, and 
exhibiting from their nakedness, in combination with 
the dense columns of black smoke incessantly emit- 
ted from the works, a repulsive appearance of rude- 
ness and gloomy sterility. In the lower part of the 
parish, however, and in other detached portions, are 
still several well-wooded and extensive plantations. 
The Vale of the Taf, at the distance of some miles 
below the town, is narrow and bounded by steep 
hills, but expands gradually towards the part on 
which the town is principally built The parish ex- 
tends about ten miles irom north to south; at the 
northern extremity its breadth is about five miles, 
but towards the south it contracts to a breadth of 
less than one mile. 

The MINERAL treasures of this district, though not 
fully explored, or rendered so extensively available 
as tliey nave been since the middle of the last cen- 
tury, were not altogether unappreciated or neglected 
previously to that period, as is evident from the 
great heaps of scoria, and other remains which are 
frequently turned up by the plough in the adjacent 
lands. From the simple apparatus employed in the 
mining operations pnor to that time, it is clear 
that the process must have been tedious and the pro- 
duce inconsiderable; and it appears from tradition 
that the ore was smelted in small blomeries* blown 
by bellows similar to those used in the common 
forges of smiths. About a hundred and seventy 
years since, some small improvements were introduced 
into the operations; and works upon a more en- 
larged scale were constructed on the site upon which 
the Pen-y-Darren works have been subsequently es- 
tablished, wherein the bellows were worked by a 
water-wheel, said to have been one of the earhest 
instances of the application of water to this purpose 
known in the island. Charcoal was used in calcining 
the ore, instead of coke, the method of preparing 
the latter from mineral coal being at that time un- 
known ; and the wood for the supply of these works 
is thought to have been obtained from a common 
contiguous to the town, called Coedycummer. To 
the general use of charcoal for this purpose may be 
attributed the great want of timber on the districts 
adjoining the town, which are known to have been in 
former times richly and extensively wooded*- 

The present extent and importance of the iron 
and coal works, and the consequent enlargement of 
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the town, and the amazing increase in the amount of 
its population, are to be primarily attributed to Mr. 
Anthony Bacon, subsequently member of parliament 
for the borough of Aylesbury, who, about the middle 
of the last century, in conjunction with some other 
gentlemen, obtained a lease for ninety-nine years, at 
£200 per annum, of a mineral tract in this district, 
abounaing with coal and iron-ore, and extending 
about eight miles in length, and four in width. Mr. 
Bacon shortly afterwards erected a furnace and works 
at Cyvarthva^ for smelting the ore, and subsequently 
a forge for the manu&cture of bar iron. The Dow^ 
lais and Plymouth works were successively esta- 
blished by aifierent companies; but they were not 
carried on to any great extent, or with any consider- 
able benefit to the proprietors. Soon after the com- 
mencement of the American war, Mr. Bacon entered 
into a contract with government for supplying the 
different arsenals with cannon, and built at Cyvarthva 
a foundry, and works for the boring of cannon, which 
in 1782 he let on lease to Mr. S. Homfray, who 
contracted with him for all the iron produced at Cy- 
varthva, at £4. 10. per ton, long weight, and for as 
much coal as he should require, at the rate of four 
shillings per ton. Mr. Homfray, having entered 
into this contract for a term of fifty years, completed 
his establishment, and introduced a number of the 
best workmen from England; he made great im- 
provements in the machinery for boring cannon, and 
also erected some forges for manufacturing bar iron ; 
but, in consequence of some misunderstanding with 
Mr. Bacon, he in a very short time disposed of his 

Sortion of the Cyvarthva works to Mr. Tanner, of 
lonmouth, who subsequently sold it to Mr. Richard 
Crawshay, an iron-master from London. Upon his 
retirement from the works at Cyvarthva, Mr. Hom- 
fray, in company with some other gentlemen, estfr- 
blisbed the Pen-y^Darren iron- works, in 1784, which 
he conducted with very great success; and in 1793 
he discovered a method of producing what is here 
called Finer's metal, a discovery of the highest 
value and importance in the mauufitcture of iron, 
as this valuable ingredient not only increases the 
quantity, but also improves the quality of the iron. 
After superintending the Pen-y-Darren works for 
some time, Mr. Homfray projected the construction 
of a canal from the Cyvarthva works at Mertbyr- 
Tydvil to Cardiff*, over a tract of country singularly 
difficult, firom the hilly nature of the ground ; but 
from some disagreement that arose between the man- 
agers and the proprietors, he finally withdrew from 
the concern, the control of which devolved upon Mr. 
Richard Crawshay, and has proved of incalculable 
benefit to the county at large, and to the share- 
holders in particular. On the death of Mr. Anthony 
Bacon, his various works were let on lease to dif- 
ferent gentlemen; those at Cyvarthva were taken 
by Mr. Richard Crawshay, who had previously held 
that portion of them which were originally leased 
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to Mr. Homfray; the works at Hirwaun^ by Mr. 
Glover, and the Plymouth works, by Mr. Hill. 
The Cyvarthva works, under the superintendence of 
Mr. Crawshay, who bad a great amount of capital at 
his command, rapidly increased in extent and im- 
provement; and in the year 1800, that gentleman 
constructed an overshot water-wheel of cast iron, 
fifty feet in diameter, at an expense of £4000, by 
the power of which the operations were greatly 
accelerated. This wheel was set in motion by a 
stream of water brought from a considerable distance 
by an aqueduct eighty feet above the bed of the 
river ; but, after being used for a considerable time 
with great effect, it was at length superseded by 
two steam-engines, one of eighty and the other of 
seventy horse power. 

The principal establishments in the iron trade are, 
the Cyvarthva works, belonging to Messrs. Craw- 
shav ; Dowlais, belonging to Messrs. Guest, Lewis, 
ana Co. ; the Plymouth works, to Messrs. Hill ; 
and the Pen-y-Darren, to Messrs. Thompson and 
Forman. In the vear 1830, the two first had each 
nine furnaces in blast, exclusively of others out of 
work or under repair ; the third had five furnaces 
in operation, and the fourth had four, making a total 
of twenty seven furnaces in blast The general 
average quantity of pig-iron produced from each 
furnace per annum is two thousand five hundred 
tons ; but the new furnaces at Dowlais yield each 
above five thousand tons annually, and the three 
at the Dyfryn also average each more than four 
thousand five hundred. In the same year the quan- 
tity of iron manufactured at the works collectively 
was sixty-six thousand five hundred tons, in the 
making of which were consumed five hundred thou- 
sand tons of coal, two hundred and eighty thousand 
of iron-stone, and more than one hundred thousand 
of limestone ; and the number of men employed, in- 
cluding those in the mines and quarries connected 
with them, was, at Cyvarthva, three thousand; at 
Dowlais, three thousand five hundred; at the Ply- 
mouth works, one thousand five hundred ; and in the 
Pen-v-Darren works, one thousand : making a total 
of nine thousand persons. Since 1830, however^ 
the works have been considerably extended; those 
at Dowlais having thirteen furnaces in blast; two 
additional furnaces having also been built at Cy- 
varthva; and Plymouth having altogether seven 
furnaces, with the addition of a new puddline forge 
and rolling-mill. In the twelve months ending the 
31st January, 1840, the following quantities of iron 
were conveyed down the Glamoi^anshire canal, from 
Merthyr, namely, from Dowlais 45,218 tons; Cy« 
varthva 35,507; Pen-y-Darren 16,130; Plymouth 
12,922; total 109,777 tons: and in addition to the 
iron exported, there cannot be less than 10,000 tons 
annually consumed at the different works in tram- 
plates, wheels, castings for machinery, and bar-iron 
for tools of various descriptions. The quantity of 
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iron-ore and iron-stone used annually is fully equal 
to 380,000 tons, of which about 90,000 are the pro- 
duce of Devon, Somerset, the forest of Dean, in 
Gloucestershire, and the mines in Cumberland. A 
colliery for the sale of coal has been opened at Waun 
Wyllt, and another at the Graig ; and the quantity 
of coal, conveyed from these two works during the 
year ending January, 1840, was 25,993 tons. The 
stratum of coal found is excellent for smelting the 
ore, and is accompanied with parallel veins of argil- 
laceous iron-ore, which penetrate the mountains to a 
treat depth, and yield upon an average about thirty- 
ve parts of metal out of a hundred ; the mines are 
wrought by levels. The limestone is not so strong as 
that m some parts of England; but it varies in 
quality and in colour from a deep black to a richly 
variegated marble of all hues. Stone of a fine kind 
for millstones also exbts in abundance in the moun- 
tains in the neighbourhood. 

The home trade of the place, consisting chiefly of 
the importation of shop ffoods and manu&ctured arti- 
cles for the supply of this populous district, is very 
considerable ; tnese are brought to the town by the 
canal from Cardiff, chiefly irom Bristol. The canal 
from Merthyr-Tydvil to Cardiff, better known by 
name of the Glamorganshire canal^ was projected 
originally by Mr. Homfray^ while connected with 
the Pen-y-Darren iron-works, as related above, and 
was commenced under an act of the 30th of George 
III., and completed under another of the 36th of the 
same reign, in 1796. It begins at the Cyvarthva 
works; is carried over the river Taf by an aque- 
duct, and over a line of country singularly difficult 
from the hilly nature of the ground ; and terminates 
at Cardiff, a distance of twenty-five miles, having in 
its whole course a total fall of six hundred and eleven 
feet About two miles and a half from the town, 
opposite to Troed-y-Rhiw mill, is a powerful steam- 
engine, constructed by Messrs. Bolton and Watt, 
for raising water from the T£Lf, for the supply of the 
canal. There are several tram-roads from the iron- 
works, mines, and collieries in the district The 
Merthyr-Tydvil railroad takes a course parallel with 
the canal from Merthyr to the aqueduct, but on the 
opposite side of the river, a distance of about ten 
miles, by which means any interruption to the con- 
veyance of the mineral produce during dry seasons, 
when the canal is scantily supplied with water, is 
obviated by forwarding it on tiie rail, in waggons 
constructed for the purpose; and in 1836 an act was 
obtained for making a railway from this town to 
Cardiff, called the Tdf Vale line, with branches, 
which was opened in April 1841. The value of land 
has increased in a ratio corresponding to the im- 
provement of the place in commercial and manufac- 
turing importance. One farm in the neighbourhood, 
which, in the year 1775, the time when the first fur<^ 
nace was erected, was let for £2. 10, per annum, now 
produces a rental of £50 ; and another, which at the 
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same period was let for £5, has since been advanced 
to £100 per annum, llie increase in population has 
been also equally pro^essive : the return according 
to the census of 1801, was 7705; in 1811, 11,104; 
in 1821, 17,404; in laSl, 22,083; and in 1841, 
34,943, of whom 9867 were in the Dowlais district 
The market days are Wednesday and Saturday: in 
1835 an act was obtained for providing a market- 
place and regulating the markets. A fair for cattle 
IS held on May 14th; and at Twyn-y-Waun, on a 
neighbouring hill within the limits of the parish, are 
iairs on the first Monday in July, and the first 
Monday in August, also for cattle. An act for a 
market-place and market at the village of Dowlais 
was passed in 1837, the provisions of which, and of 
the act of 1835, have been carried into effect 

Merthyr-Tydvil has, with the parish of Aberdare, 
and the village of Coedycummer, in the adjoining 
parish of Vainor, county of Brecknock, been consti- 
tuted a borough by the act of 1832 for ^^ Amending 
the representation,'' with the privilege of returninff 
a member to parliament: the right of voting is 
vested in every male person of full age occupymg, 
either as owner or as tenant onder the same land- 
lord, a house or other premises of the annual value 
of at least ten pounds, provided he be capable of 
registering as the act demands ; and the number of 
such tenements within the limits of the borough, 
which are correctly detailed in the Appendix to this 
work, is about eight hundred and thirty, in Merthyr- 
Tydvil and Coedycummer, and one hundred and 
thirty in Aberdare : tlie returning officer is annually 
appointed by the high sheriff for the county. It is 
also a polling-place m the election of knights for the 
shire. The parish, together with tliose of Aberdcire 
and Gellygaer i» under the superintendence of a 
stipendiary police magistrate, appointed by act of 
parliament of the 10th of George IV., with a salary 
of £600 per annum, one-half of which is, under the 
provisions of that measure, levied on the several 
furnaces in the three places, and the other half by a 
rate on the inhabitants of Merthyr-Tydvil alone. 
The petty-sessions for the upper division of the hun- 
dred of Caerphilly are held in the town. 

The LIVING is a rectory, rated in the king^s books 
at £20. 5. 7^. ; present net income, £675, with a 
glebe-house; patron. Marquess of Bute. It b in 
contemplation, on the death of the present incumbent, 
to subdivide this extensive parish into parochial dis- 
tricts, which are already marked out for that purpose, 
and of which Dowlais- will be one. The churchy 
dedicated to St Tydvil, and entirely rebuilt within 
die last few years, is a spacious structure, in the 
later style of English architecture, with a high 
tower ; it has recently received three hundred and 
fbrty-four additional sittings, including two hundred 
and eighty-two free, in consideration of which the 
Incorporated Society for the enlargement of churches 
and chapels granted £150 towards defraying the cost 
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At Dowlais is a church, erected by the proprietors of 
the iron-works there, at an expense of ^t30OO ; it is a 
neat and appropriate edifice, containing four hun- 
dred and fifty sittings, of which one-half are free : 
the living is a rectory not in charge, in the gift of 
the Marquess of Bute. Towards me erection of a 
new church at Merthyr the noble patron has given a 
munificent donation of £300, Sir John Guest, Bart, 
£250, the Hon. Robert H. Clive, M. P. £100, and 
the bishop, iron-masters, and land-owners, c^er 
sums proportionably large, aided by grants of £1000 
from the Church Commissioners, and £500 from the 
Chnrch Building Society ; in addition to wbidi the 
patron proposes to endow the living widi £50 per 
annum : the site selected forms part of the glebe^ 
and is in a very eligible spot, near the centre of the 
street There are five places of worship for Bap- 
tists, seven for Independents, two for Weslejan^ 
two for Calvinistic Methodists, and one for Unita- 
rians; all in Merthyr, exclusively of Dowlais^ In 
the parish are several day schools, including four on 
the National plan, two of which are at Dowlaia, one 
for boys and the other for girls, maintained by the 
Iron-company, and t£e two others^ respectively for 
boys and girb^ are supported by subscriptions, aided 
by small payments from the diildren, which are 
given to tne master and mistress, in addition to a 
salary of £50 to the former, and of £30 to the latter: 
Sunoay schools, also, in connexion with the churdi 
and very many of the dissenters* meeting-houses, 
are well attended. John fVilliamsj in 1735, be- 
queathed a rent-charge of £4, one-half of which he 
appropriated to teaching poor children of dissenters 
to read Welsh, and the other to the poor of the 
dissenting congregation at Merthyr; and the residue 
of his interest in a moiety of the lands of Pen-y^ 
Darren farm he devised to support the Protestant 
dissenting minister at Merthyr. Other diapeb hav^ 
ing subsequently sprung up in the parish, the con- 
gregation of the onginai one was dissolved ; but one 
of Uie new buildings, erected at Ynysgow, has beea 
considered by the court of chancery a continuation 
of the former, and its minister now receives the resi- 
due of the charity, which amounts to about £54 per 
annum, chiefly arising from the rents of houses in 
the town. The rural part of the farm, consisting of 
about 80 acres, was let in 1784 to a company of iron 
masters, who have erected on it several furnaces^ and 
it has become most valuable from the great quandty 
of coal and iron««tone found beneath the surface* 
The poor law union^ of which Merthyr is the head, 
was created November 3rd, 1836, and comprises the 
following nine parishes and townships: namely, 
Aberdare, Gellygaer, Llanvabon, Llanwonno, Mer- 
thyr-Tydvil, Rhigos^ and Ystrad-Dyvodc^, in the 
county of Glamoi^n ; and Penderin ana Vainor, 
in the shire of Brechnock : it is under the superin- 
tendence of 21 guardians, and contains a population 
of 52,864. 
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The only vestiges of antiquity in the parish, wor- 
thy of notice, are the remains of Moriais Cattle^ oo- 
eupying the highest point of a lofty hill, aiirrouncled 
by a desolate tract of country, now aboundioe with 
rabbits. The ruins of this azMient fortress, uiough 
inconsiderable, convey some idea of its origimd 
strength ; the walls inclosed a pentagonal area of no 
great extent The principal apartment of the castle, 
though almost buried in the rains of the other parts 
of the bnilding, is yet remaining ; a circular toobi of 
about diirty feet in diameter, wiw a vaulted roof sup- 
ported OB a single central pillar; the inner wall is di- 
vided into twelve arched compartments, in which were 
originally windows : the entrance into diis apartment 
is by a narrow gallery or passage, now so obstructed 
by the ruins of the walls as to be almost inaccessible. 
Immediately below the ruins of the castle, the lesser 
Taf, impetnoQsly rushing along its rugged bed to its 
confluence with the greater river of Uiat name, is 
crossed by a bridge of picturesque appearance, 
called Pant Sarrij thrown over a diasm in the lime- 
stone rock, thirty feet in width, the sides of which 
are fringed with underwood, and at the base are 
fragments of rock obstructing the channel of the 
river, which roars beneath. At a short distance 
above Pont Sam is a hollow in the rock, designated 
Drvfard Cavern, into which a spring fiiUs from above, 
anain times of flood, overflowing ttte brink, forme a 
cascade of interesting and romantic appearance. 
Several dialybeate springs flow from the mountains 
in various parts of the parish. At a place called 
Gethin, between the river Taf and Uie canal, are 
the remains of a small but very ancient furnace ; 
and about two miles lower down, between Gethin 
and the engine for supplying the canal, are the ruins 
of a similar one, near which, in the river, are the 
oak stakes which once formed a weir, named Wattle 
Weir : but of the origin or history of these works 
nothing has been recorded even by tradition. Gwi'- 
fym Tewy an eminent Welsh poet, is said to have 
been a native of Tavedale, in the vicinity of tbe 
town. 

MEVENNYDD (MEFENYDD), a hamlet, 
in the parish of LLANRH'i^sTiD, lower division of the 
hundred of Ilar, county of Cardigan, South 
Wales, 9 miles (s.) from Aberystwith; containing 
722 inhabitants. There are some respectable resi- 
dences in this township, and the river Aeron has its 
source here, in a small lake called Ll^n Aeddwen. 
About 56 children are taught in a day school at the 
expense of their parents ; and there are also three 
Sundav schools, one of whidi appertains to the Esta- 
blished Church, and the odier two to dissenters, 
afibrding gratuitous instruction to several males and 



MEYLLTYHN (MYLLTEYRN, or MELL- 

TEYRN), a parish, in the union of Pwllheli, 

partly in the hundred of Gaflogion, and partly in 

that ni CoMMrTMAKN, Lleyn division of the county 
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of Carnarvon, North Wales, 9 miles (w. by s.) 
from Pwllheli; containing 248 inhabitants. This 
paridi is divided by the stream Rh^dlas into two 
nearly equal parts, of which the eastern division is 
in tbie huiumd of Gaflogion, and the western i& 
that of Commitmaen ; and is separated from the pa- 
rish of Bottwnog by the river Cofan, and from tnat 
of Br;^ncroes, by the Avon Soch. The vilWe is 
small, but is pleasantly situated oo a narrow plain ; 
the lands in the vicinity are fertile, and the inhabit- 
ants are wholly employed in agriculture : the rateable 
annual value is returned at £909. 16. 8. At Sam, 
a village in the parish, £Eurs for horned cattle and 
horses are held on the 11th of April and 10th of 
October. The living is a discharged rectory, widi 
the perpetual curacy of Bottwnog annexed, rated in 
the king's books at £5. 15., and endowed with £200 
royal bounty, which has been laid out in the purchase 
of land, now attached to the gM>e ; present net in* 
come, £217 with a glebe-house; patron. Bishop of 
Bangor : the tithes have been commuted for a rent* 
charge of £160. The diurch, dedicated to St Peter 
ad Vincula, is a small edifice in good repair : in the 
churchyard is an ancient upright stone of lai^e di- 
mensions, without either sculpture or inscnption. 
A Sunday school is kept in the church. Dr. Kow^ 
land bequeathed land for the maintenance of one 
poor widower of the parish in the almshouse at Ban«* 
gor ; and there is a trifling bequest for the relief of 
uie poor. Henry Rowland, afterwards Bishop of 
Bangor, and the munificent ftmnder of the ^ammar 
school at Bottwnog, was bom in this parish, in 1551, 
at what was originally an old mansion near the churdi» 
but which has oeen taken down, except a small part 
that is still remaining; he died in 1616, and by his 
will ordered that the school should be built either in 
this his native village, or at Bottwnog. 

MIAWST, wi& Trsch Gwinkon, a hamlet, in 
the paririi of Llanarthnet, higher division of the 
hunoired of Iscbnnen, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, ^ miles (e. by s.) from Carmaru 
then : the number of inhabitants is included in thQ 
return for die parish* It occupies a vale near the 
source of the Uwendraeth Vach river, where the 
population is thinly scattered, and exclusively em« 
ployed in i^riculture. 

MICHAEL-CHDRCH, a parish, in the union 
of Kington, hundred of Paimscastle, county of 
Radnor, South Wales, 5| miles (s. w.) from 
Kington ; containing 166 inhabitants. This parish, 
whidi derives its name from the dedication of its 
church, is situated at the south-eastern extreDntv oi 
the county, bordering upon Herefbrddure, and is 
sometimes called MichaeKChurch upon Arrow, from 
its position on the banka of that river : it contains 
by computation 1600 acres; and comprises some 

S^ood tracts of arable and pasture land, which are 
nclosed and in a tolerable state of cultivation. Tha 
surrounding scenery, especially on the eastern and 
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south-eastern sides of the parish, is agreeably diver- 
sified; and the views over the adjacent country, 
from Huntingdon hill, abound with variety and in- 
terest The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed 
to the vicarage of Kington : the church, dedicated 
to' St Michael, is a plain structure in the Norman 
style. This parish has the privilege of sending poor 
children to be gratuitously instructed in the free 
grammar school of Kington, in the county of Here- 
ford. 

MICHAELSTON-LE-PIT, a parish, in the 
union of Cardiff, hundred of Dinas-Fowys, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 4^ miles (s. w. by w.) 
from Cardiff; containing 100 inhabitants. Lias and 
mountain limestone, together with lead-ore, are found 
in this small parish, which is exclusively agricultu- 
ral, and presents some fine well-wooded inclosures. 
Courtyrala, an Italian villa, the seat of T. B. Rouse, 
Esq., IS pleasandy situated above a stream artificially 
widened and improved, over which a rustic bridge 
has been formed, amid scenery of the most romantic 
and picturesque character ; the grounds are disposed 
with great taste, and disclose, at various points of 
view, the most admired scenes of the adjacent country. 
The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £A. 10. 7^., and endowed with £*200 royal 
bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant; net income, 
£65 ; patron, Mr. Rouse. The church is dedicated 
to St Michael. A school for the education of chil- 
dren of both sexes is supported by a private fieimily. 
On the summit of a hill, in the parish, are vestiges 
of an earthwork, supposed to be of Roman con- 
struction. 

MICHAELSTON-LE-VEDW, a parish, in 
the union of Newport, partly in the hundred 
of Caerphilly, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, and partly in the Upper Division of the hun- 
dred of Wentloog, county of Monmouth, Eng- 
land, 6 miles (w. s. w.) from Newport; containing 
540 inhabitants, of whom 337 are in the Welsh 
portion, consisting of the hamlet of Llanvedw. The 
parish, situated in the most eastern part of Glamor- 

Sn, is surrounded by those of Machen, Bassaleg, 
arshfield, St Mellon's, Llanedarn, and Ruddry ; 
and is intersected by the river Rumney, which sepa- 
rates England from Wales. It contains 3556 acres, 
whereof 1014 are arable, 1124 meadow or pasture, 
400 woodland, and the remainder garden ground : 
the general surface is mountainous, with a large 
portion of wood and water, and some fine meadows 
on the banks of the river; and from the upper 
grounds is a view of the Bristol Channel. The soil 
consists chiefly of clay and gravel, and their combi- 
nations in different degrees, producing the usual 
kinds of corn ; and the high lands present the com- 
mon descriptions of timber, such as oak, &c. The 
living is a rectory, valued in the king's books at 
£7. 12. 3^, ; net income £400, with an excellent 
bouse,^and 20 acres of good grass land attached; 
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patron, C. Kemvs Tynte, Esq. The church is a 

f)lain structure m the early English style, 55 feet 
ong by 24 broad, with a chancel 24 feet square, the 
whole containing about 200 sittings, two-thirds of 
which are free. There is a good endowed schooL 
For a more minute account of the Welsh portion of 
the parish, see the article Llanvedw. 

MICHAELSTON super AVON, a parish, 
comprising the Upper and Lower divisions, in the 
union ana hundred of Neath, county of Glamor- 
gan, South Wales, 6^ miles (s. s. £.) from Neath ; 
containing 2522 inhabitants, of whom 2123 are in 
the Lower division. The name of this place is de- 
rived from the dedication of its church to St. Mi- 
chael, and its distinguishing adjunct from its position 
on the river Avon, that fmls into Aberavon bay in 
the Bristol Channel. The parish, which is pleasantly 
situated in the Vale of Avon, within a mile and a 
quarter of the town of Aberavon, through which 
passes the turnpike-road irom Cardiff to Swansea^ 
comprises a large tract of country, nearly one-half 
mountainous, and the remainder good arable and 
pasture land ; the soil is tolerably fertile, and the 
inhabitants of the Upper township are altogether 
employed in agriculture. The village, which is in 
the lower township, in a sequestered part of the vale, 
that, until within the last few years, was rarely 
visited by strangers, formerly consisted only of a few 
solitary cottages thinly scattered; but the mineral 
wealth with which the mountainous district of the 
parish abounds has effected an important change, 
and the establishment of various works has com- 
pletely transformed it into a scene of cheerful ac- 
tivity, the population having vastly increased within 
the last twenty years. Numerous comfortable houses 
have been built for the accommodation of the work- 
men, a handsome residence for the proprietor of the 
works, and a beautiful cottage for the minister of die 
parish, who was previously non-resident. 

The parish contains iron-ore and coal, a large 
vein of the latter, from ten to twelve yards in depUi, 
having been recently discovered. In the coal are 
often found vegetable impressions of fern and reeds; 
and a fine specimen of what is conjectured to be an 
extinct species of the palm, or fern-tree, has been 
recently dug up : it is part of the trunk of the tree, 
about two feet and three-quarters in length, and one 
foot and a half in diameter, and consists of what geo- 
logists call carboniferous sandstone ; the higher and 
lower parts of the tree are still in the ground. The 
works established at Cwm Bychan are chiefly for the 
manufacture of pyroligneous acid, sugar of lead, and 
tin plates, and aJFord employment to several hun- 
dred men. Fire clay also exists in the parish, in 
great abundance and of good quality. A rail-road 
n*om the works communicates with the shipping- 
place at Tai B&ch, near the mouth of the Avon ; and 
another extends from the collieries along the left 
bank of that river, where vessels can lie in safety 
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while waiting for their freight A portion of the 
lower division of the parish is included within the 
new boundaries of the contributory borough of Aber- 
avon. The living is a perpetual cur^y, endowed 
with £800 royal bounty, and £800 parliamentary 
grant; present net income, £112; patron, J. Coke, 
Esq. The church, dedicated to St Michael, and 
pleasantly situated on the western bank of the Avon, 
IS a small edifice of great antiquity, in a very dilapi- 
dated condition, and contains an old altar^tomb, with 
an inscription which is now nearly obliterated. 
There are two places of worship for Calvinistic 
Methodists. In the lower township is a day school, 
consisting of about 60 children; also two Sunday 
schools, that afford instruction to about 120 males 
and females, and are partly supported by a payment 
of S(L per month from each scholar, and partly by 
voluntary contributions; the master receives 12«., 
and the mistress 6s, per week. 

MICHAELSTON super ELY, a parish, in the 
union of Cardiff, hundred of Dinas-Powys, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 4^ miles (w.) from 
Cardiff; containing 54 inhabitants. This parish, 
which derives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St Michael, and its distinguishing appel- 
lation from its position on the southern bank of the 
river Ely, whicn separates it from the parish of St. 
Fagan, is beautiAilly situated in the south eastern 
part of the county, and comprises 300 acres of rich 
arable and pasture land, in a good state of cultivation. 
The surrounding scenery is pleasingly varied, and 
the distant views extend over a highly fertile- tract of 
country. The living is a discharged rectory, with the 
rectory of St Bride^s super Ely consolidated, rated in 
•theking^sbooksat£8.6.d.; net income £100; patron, 
Llewelyn Traherne, Esq. : the tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £60, subject to rates, 
averaging £5. 3. 6. ; and there is a glebe of 28 
acres, valued at £36. per annum. The church, 
which is in honour of St Michael, is Hot remarkable 
for any architectural details. 

MICHAELSTON (UPPER), a township, in 
the parish of Michaelston super Avon, union and 
hundred of Neath, county of ulamorqan. South 
Wales, 4^ miles (s. e. by s.) Arom Neath ; contain- 
ing 399 inhabitants. Prior to the introduction of 
mmeral and chemical works into the Lower town- 
ship, this formed the more considerable portion of 
the parish. In a day and Sunday school, appertain- 
ing to the Calvinbtic Methodists, and in which the 
instruction is at the parents' expense, about 40 males 
and females are taught dailV) and about 120 on Sun- 
days. The impropriate tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-chai^e of £100. 

MIDDLE^rON, a township, in that part of the 
parish of Alberbury which is m the lower division 
of the hundred of Cawrse, county of Montgomery, 
North Wales, 6 miles (e. by s.) from Welshpool ; 
containing 131 inhabitants* The township occupies 
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a portion of the Long mountain, and is returned of 
the rateable annual value of £558. 

MILFORD, a newly created borough, sea-port, 
and market- town, in the parish of Steynton, union 
of Haverfordwest, hundred of Rhos, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 6 miles (n. w.) from 
Pembroke, 8 (s. s. w.) from Haverfordwest, and 256 
(w.) from London : the population is returned with 
the parish. This place, woich is celebrated for the 
spadous and commodious haven to which it gives 
name, is said to have derived its appellation from a 
stream that turned a mill anciently belonging to a 
priory, about a mile from the present town, and over 
whicn there was a ford, previously to the erection of 
a bridge at this place. It was in the famous haven of 
Milford that Henry IL embarked with the troops 
he had assembled for the conquest of Ireland ; and 
here also he landed on his return from that expedi- 
tion. In the reign of Henry IF.j an army of twelve 
thousand men, that had been sent from France to 
the assistance of Owain Glyndwr, in his insurrection 

X*nst the authority of that monarch, landed at this 
e, from which thev marched to the siege of 
Haverfordwest, and, subsequentlv, to that of Car- 
marthen. The Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry 
Vll.y attended by a small body of French retainers, 
ill-diisciplined and scantily provided for the great 
design ne had undertaken, also landed in this haven, 
where he was received by Rh^s ab Thomas, with a 
numerous train of his dependents and followers, 
whose warlike appearance encouraged him at once to 
proceed on his arduous enterprise. On this occasion 
It is said that Rb^^s, who had previously, in his 
assurances of loyalty to Richard, declared that any 
person ill-afiected to the state, daring to land in 
those parts of Wales where he had any employment 
under the king, ^^ must resolve to make his entrance 
and irruption over his belly," laid himself on his back 
on the ground, that the earl, on landing, might pass 
over him : a tradition still popular in the neighbour- 
hood states that Rh^ in the evasive redemption of 
his pledge, remained under a small bridge, while 
the earl passed over it Immediately after his land- 
ing, Ricnmond, having despatched orders to his par- 
tisans in other parts or the country, to join him with 
their forces at Shrewsbury, set forward upon his 
march, forming his small army into two divisions, 
one of which he commanded himself, taking his route 
through Cardiganshire, and the other he placed un- 
der the conduct of Rh^s, who, passing through Car- 
marthenshire, was to collect nis followers on his 
march, and to rejoin the earl at Shrewsbury. 

In the time of Henry VUL^ although the present 
town of Milford was not then in existence, tne port 
of Llanelly, in Carmarthenshire, was esteemed a 
creek to the harbour ; and in the reign of Elizabeth^ 
when the country was threatened with the Spanish 
invasion, an engineer named Ivy was sent hither, to 
survey the haven, and to report on the means neces- 
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sQry to be adopted for Its defence «gaiaat the enemy ; make tli« plsee a station for eooreying the maiU ta 
but his conduct gave bo much disaatte&Ktion to toe Wftterford, which previoudjr bad been cmnpelled to 
iDlubitants of thw p^rt o( the coast, that a spirited stop at Haverfordwesti eight mile* distant m^ tlie 
memorial was drawn up, signed by the Bishop of St. pUce of shipping. To this arrangement may be 
David's aqd the prinpipal gentlemen aiid magistratefl attributed the origin of the town, which it was re- 
of the county, and presented to the leading members solved to build opposite to the fineit anch<n^g« in 
of the Privy Couuei]. In this memorial they set that part of the faaveo called the Man of War RoBik. 
forth the great importance to " her Majesty and the The first buildisg erected on this site was a laive 
realm" oiproperly and effectually fbrtifyiig the ha- and commodious inu, for the accommodation of t£e 
ven of Milford, and entreat that some engineer of passengers by the mail coaches and padceta ; aad 
experience should be sent down for that purpose, the ground plan having been regularly laid oat, the 
In consequence either of this remonstranee, or of allotments wert eagerly taken and built upon, uid a 
Mr. Ivy's report of the mefms necessary for the de- flourishing town soon arose. The earliest scttLers in 
fenpe of the place, orders were issued for the ejection the new town were some families from the island ol 
of two forts near the entrance of the haven, which Nantucket, on the coast of North America, of whom 
were begun in situations very ill chosen for the pur- the Starbucks first, and afterwards the iamily of 
pose, but were never finished; and their remains, Rotch, came by invitation of government to establisli 
called respectively the Dale and Nangle blockhouses, the South Sea Whale fishery at this por^ which trade 
are still visible. was carried on successfully for some years, but was 
About the commencement of the American war, afterwards entirely discontinued. The increased po- 
it was resolved by tlie government to form a dock- pulation soon caused the fistablishment of a market, 
yard at Nayland, on the northern shore of the haven, for which a good house has been built, and which ii 
and a little to the east of the present town; and well and cheaply supplied for the inhabitants and 
some land in the vicinity was purchased for the the shipping, this having been formerly a station for 
erection of forts and batteries for its defence ; but, men-of-war ; and the accession to the trade of the 
after two ships had been built there by contract, fi>., place procured, in a short time, the erection of b 
the Milford frigate, and the Prince of Wales of custom-house, in 1823, to which that of Pembroke 
seventy-four guns, and when one of the furtificationB became subordinate. A very great addition to the 
had been consljucted to a considerable extent, the prosperity of the town was made by carrying into 
design was abandoned, after nearly £20,000 had effect Lord Spencer's plan for establishing a royal 
been expended. The late Admiral Lor4 Neltos, dock-yard at this port, which occurred aboat the 
who, after the battle of the Nile, visited this place in commencement of the present century, when a frigate 
company with Sir William Hamilton, then proprietor of forty guns, and a sloop of thirty, were built here, 
of it, regained Milford Haven as the finest and most and proved to be the best ships of their respective 
wur in the known world, capable of classes in the service. In 1809, the Milford oi 
ihan the whole navy of England within seventy-four gun« was launched; and in consequence 
rfeot safety. George JV^ on his return of the design of government to fix the new dock- 
in 1821, enceuateriog a gale of wind yard and naval areesal liere, a petition was presented 
'a End, the royal squadron twice eo- to the House of Common^ in 1813, for leave to 
d; and his Mtgesty, having landed at brine id a bill for the improvement (tf the town, by 
ately proceeded by land to London, building a bridge across one of the inlets of die 
itioa of this event, a tablet, «b4Mit tas. haven to the vLlIa^ ef Hakiog^ to be cootlrucled in 
ornamented in the oentre with a large such a manner as to oonrert the inlet into a Aoatia|^ 
1 wreaths of flowers down the sides, dock ef uxty acres. Under these Eiroarabb cir- 
was placed at the end of a public building near cumstances the town, which had aheady become 
Milfwd Quay, by ^ Hon. Robert Fulke Greville, conuderable in its extent and pspwkttion, promised 
on which is engraved a long insuiplioD detailing tli« greatly to increase ia importance; but its fnrtfatt 
circumstances of that occuireaee. progress was arrested by tW removal of Ae royal 
The present town is of very recent <kile, and yard aad anenal to Peterchureb, or Pembroke 
owes its rise and importance to the Hon. Mr, Gie- Dock, which took place in 1614. It still, howeves, 
ville, nephew of the mte Sir William Hamittoo, and relaiaed its distisction as the station for the posfr- 
subsequently, after the death of bis uncle, proprietor office packets to Waterford^ until tbc ncwtl removal 
of the estate. This gentleman, during the loetime of the establishment to Hobbs^ Point, near Ptmbi^e 
of Sir William, perceiving the advantages ^t might Dock, where a handsome pier has been built. 
be derived from the situation oi the property,, pro- The town of Milford ecciu>ies a beautiful situa- 
cured an act of parliament in 1790^ e»8J)ling Si^ tion, five or six miles from tae nouth of the havci^ 
William H^niltos, his heirs and assigns, b>> make on a point of land dicing down to the water, by 
docks, construct quays,, establish markets, wit^ rcnda. which it is almost surroun&d, being bounded on the 
md avenues to the port, to regulate the police, and east by Prix Pilt, on the west by Priory H1I> aad 
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tyti the south by the main haven, that here expands 
into a spaetous reach, havin;^ the appearance of a 
large inrlamt lake, incloBed by rockyshores presenting 
rich and highly tttded soeftery. The present town, 
elerated npwards of sixty feet abote the level of the 
sea, consists of three paraUel streets, intersected at 
right angles by others leading dowi¥ to the haven : 
the lower street contains only one row of houses^ 
overlooking the wafer, and having rn* front a fine 
terrace, at one extremity of which stands the prind^ 
pei hotel, a spaeioas ano handsome pile of baiMingC 
The houses, whidi are ibr the most part of stone 
procured on the spot, are regularly oisposed, and 
many of diem are of very good design. The ap- 

E roach to the town from the sea is defended by two 
atteries, mounting each seven guns, and erected 
on the opposite shores of the haven ; and between 
the ac^acent villages of Haking and Hubberston is 
an observatory, whieh^ however, having never been 
Knidiert, is now goitig to decay. The air is remark* 
aMy sahibrieos, and the surrounding scenery abounds 
with variety and beauty, and in some places is highly 
picturesque. 

Miffbrd Hmm is one of llhe mo^ extensive ai)d 
secure harbours in* the king*dom, or perhaps in the 
worM : it i» formed by the junction of toe rivers 
called the Eastern^ and Western Cleddy, from the 
mouths of which it extends nearly ten miles in 
length, being from one to two miles in breadth, and 
has five bays, ten creeks^ and thirteen roadsteads ; 
the whole affording good anchorage arid' safe Shelter 
for ships of the greatest burthen, which, fhnn the 
strength and depth of the tides, can put out to sea 
in any winds with more expedition than firom any 
large harbour on the coast of Britain : its total navi- 
gable lengdi, from its mouth up the main haven and 
the Western Cleddy to Haverfordwest^ is twcnty^one 
miles ; from its mou A, ascending the haven and the 
Eastern Cleddy, to Canaston bridge, about twenty 
miles. It has been stated by a naval oftdei' once 
resident at the place, to be capable of receiving, at 
one thne, a thousand ships of the line, and the same 
number of flfty*gun ships, of frigates, of sloops of 
war, and of transport^ without the least danger of 
their being in each other's way ; and that a hundred 
sail of the line might be brought to act simultane- 
ously against any ships, however numerous, that 
mifi^t attempt to entl^r the harbour. 

The trade and importance of the town arise from 
its being a great resort of shipping, not only on 
account of the custom-house, but also of the quaran-*> 
tine establishment, and the convenience of its sltua^ 
tion as a port for vessels in distress and uitder 
circumstances of peculiar destSnatioil. The prin- 
cipal business is that of ship^huilding^ which, since 
the removal of the royal dock-'j^ard, is still carried 
on upon a less extensive scale : there ar& several 
yards for the repairing of vessels, irt which also ves^- 
sels of upwards of one hundred tens' burthen are 
223 



built. American timber is imported for ship-build- 
ing and domesti<e ases^ and also various articles of 
Baltic produce, bat upon a siftall scale. The prin- 
cipri eaports are, stotaO-coal, for drying malt, of 
which great quanfities are shipped for London and 
dilferent ports on the Bristol and English channels^ 
and limestone and ctttm, that are sent coastwise. 
A large oyster Jtshery is carried oa fior the supply of 
dilstant markets, the oysters of this coast being es- 
teemed unrivalled itt qualify. The jurisdiction of 
the port extends over the whole haven, and along 
the coast from aear Laughame, in Carmarthenshire, 
to St David's Head ; die number of vessels of above 
50 tons registered at the port, amounts to 69, with an 
aggregate burthen of 7397 tons. Some good quays 
have been constructed, and there are large ware- 
houses for bonding stores, and two bonding yards for 
timbel-. The cus€om>-house h a neat and su{>stBntial 
building, commodiously situated, and well adapted 
to its purpose; and here is now the establishment 
belonging to the light-house upon the << Smalls,^ 
having been transferred wirinn the last few years 
from Solva, u>kich see for a more minute account 6f 
(Ale light-bouse arid rocks. A public brewery is 
conducted upon an extensive scale ; and a consider^ 
able tradie is carried on iri ship^-chandlery and other 
articles necessary for the supply of the shipping. 
The market days are Tuesday and Saturday, and 
the markets, which are abundantly supplied arid 
numerously attended, are held in a convenient arid 
sheltered' area for the purpose. 

The lord of the marior holds courts leeC, at whidh 
constables and other officers are appointed. By the 
act of parliament, passed in 1832, for <^ Amending 
the representation," Milfbrd was made a contribu- 
tory boroHffh to Pembroke in returning a member to 
parliament : the constituency consists entirely of the 
ten-pound householders, duly qualified and regis* 
tered ; and the number of houses of sufficient valu^ 
to qualify their tenants is about a hundred, the limits 
marked out for the fhtnchise not orily including the 
whole area between Prix Pill and Priory Pill, chiefly 
occupied by the town, but also the old village of 
Haking, on the opposite side of the latter inlet. A 
chapel of ease to the mother church, dedicated to Sf. 
Catherine, is situated at the easterti extremity of the 
st)*eet fironting the haven ; it was erected' chiefly at 
the expense of the Houi Charles Francis Greville, 
lord of the mandr^, and was' consecrated for divine 
service in the year 1808. It is an elegant structure 
in the later style of English architecture, with a 
lofty embattled tower, atid consist^of a nave, chancel^ 
and north and soutji aisles ; the roof is- richly groined; 
and the windows are embellished with stainea glass ; 
the font, which is of very chastef design, is of Derby- 
sliire mfarble, and opposite to it is a vase of red 
porphyry, which was bi»ought from Egypt, and in^ 
tended to be placed Here, also the top-galkmt mast 
of the French ship L'Orient^ that was Mown up in 
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the battle of Aboukir. A little to the east of the 
present edifice are the remains of an ancient chapel, 
which was also dedicated to St Catherine, and after 
having been desecrated for many years, was con- 
verted into a powder magazine : it consisted of a 
nave and chancel, with a nnely vaulted roof, which 
is still entire ; the western end has fallen down, but 
the boundaries of the old cemetery may be distinctly 
traced. There are places of worship for Baptists, 
the Society of Frienas, Independents, and Wesleyan 
Methodists. Milford gave the title of baron, in the 
peerage of Ireland, to the late Sir Richard Philips, 
Bart, of Picton Castle, who dying without issue, in 
1823, that dignity expired. 

MINERA, an extensive chapelry, in that part 
of the parish of Wrexham, which is in the hun- 
dred of Bromfield, union of Wrexham, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, 4 miles (w. by n.) from 
Wrexham ; containing 628 inhabitants. The cha- 
pelry comprises the western portion of the parish, 
which is hilly, and abounds with mineral wealth, 
from which circumstance the present name is sup- 
posed to be derived: its ancient appellation was 
Mwyn-GIawdd, or ^<the mine upon the ditch," in 
allusion to Ofia's Dyke, that passes through it It 
is bounded on the north by the river Alyn, which 
rises in this district The greater portion of the in- 
habitants are engaged in the mines, consisting of iron, 
lead, and coal, the last wrought to a considerable ex- 
tent; but the lead-mines are at present discontinued, 
owing to the influx of water, and, though seven steam- 
engines and a mill have been employed in clearing 
them, the attempt has hitherto proved unsuccessful. 
The rateable annual value of the township has been 
returned at £960. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
united to that of Bersham-Drelincourt, and endowed 
with £200 private benefaction, £400 royal bounty, 
and £800 parliamentary grant: the chapel is a 
small cruciform structure. There are three Sunday 
schools, connected with the dissenters, which afford 
gratuitous instruction to about one hundred and sixty 
males and females. 

MISKIN (MYSGYN), a hamlet, in the parish 
of Llantrissent, hundred of Miskin, county of 
Glamorgan, South Wales, 5 miles (n. e.) from 
Cowbridge : the population is included in the return 
for the parish. It was probably at a remote period 
a place of some consequence, having given name to 
the hundred : the river Ely boun£ it on the west, 
and is here crossed by a bridge. 

MOCHLAS (MECHLAS), a hamlet, in the 
parish of Kilken, Northop division of the hundred 
of CoLESHiLL, county of Flint, North Wales; 
containing 100 inhabitants, who are exclusively em- 
ployed in agriculture. 

MOELVRE, with Iddole, a hamlet, in the pa- 
rish of Llandeveylog, hundred of Kidwelly, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 3 miles 
(s.) from Carmarthen; containing 401 inhabitants. 
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The hamlet commands a fine view of the river 
Towy, by which it is bounded on the west; and the 
road from Carmarthen to Kidwelly passes through 
it : there are a few agreeable mansions. 

MOLD, a parish, comprising the borough and 
market-town of Mold, and the cimpelries of Nerquis 
and Tryddin, in the union of Holywell, hundred 
of Mold, county of Flint, North Wales; and 
containing 10,653 inhabitants, of which number 3557 
are in the town, 6 miles (s.) from Flint, and 200 
(n. w.) from London. The British name of this 
place, Y fVyddarUffj signifying "a lofty and conspi- 
cuous hill," and also its Roman appellation of JUons 
altuSi of like import, were derived from a high mound 
on the north-western side of the present town, now 
called the Bailey Hill, a lofty eminence, partly natu- 
ral and partly artificial, upon which a fortification 
appears to have been erected at a very early period, 
but whether originally by the ancient Britons, or by 
the Romans, is not accurately known. The only 
plausible arguments for ascribing it to the Romans 
are, the eligibility of its site for a place of defence, 
its proximity to the seat of their mining establish- 
ments in this part of the principality, and the dis- 
covery of a gold coin of the Emperor Vespasian near 
the spot. The advantages of the situation caused it 
to be subsequently the site of a more stately castle, 
erected by tue Normans for the defence of tlie terri- 
tories which they afterwards obtained possession of 
in this part of the country, and who, in their own 
language, describing its elevated situation, designate 
it ^^ Montaultj'^ of which its present name is supposed 
to be a contraction. The historical events connected 
with this place refer to a very remote period. Soon 
after the final establishment of Christianity in this 

Eart of the principality, a severe conflict took place 
etween the combined forces of the pagan Saxons 
and Picts, who were carrying desolation uirough this 

Eortion of the country, and the inhabitants, who had 
een recently converted, and of whom thousands had 
been but lately baptized. The latter calmly await- 
ed the approach of the enemy at a spot within a mile 
of the town, since called Maes Garmon, or ^<the 
Field of Germanus," under the command of Bishops 
Germanus and Lupus, the former of whom, having 
given his troops orders to repeat after him the word 
^^ Alleluiah," led them on to battle. This trium- 
phant shout, uttered by the whole army, struck such 
terror into the hearts of the pagans, that they fled 
on all sides; numbers perished by the swords of 
their pursuers, and many, attempting to escape, were 
drowned in the adjacent river. This celebrated vic- 
tory, which occurred in Easter week, in the year 
420, has been distinguished by historians with the 
appellation of ^^ Victoria Alleluiatica ;" and the me- 
morial of it has been perpetuated by the erection of 
a pillar, in 1730, upon the piece of ground where St 
Germanus is said to have stood, on the base of which 
is a Latin inscription commemorative of the event 
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From this period till after the Norman Conquest 
little is known of the history of Mold, of which, un- 
der its present name, tim first notice is in the 9th 
year of the reign of William JRufits^ when that mo- 
narch granted it to his vassal, Eustace de Cruier, 
who did homage to him for the territories of Mold 
and Hopedale, which he erected into a kind of infe- 
rior lordship marcher, and for the defence of which 
newly acquired territories he built several castles, 
and among them, in all probability^ the castle of 
this place. In the time of Henri/ /., Mold formed 
part of the extensive possessions of Robert, Sene- 
schal of Chester, surnamed, from his residence here, 
Robert de Montault, or Montalto. During his oc- 
cupation of the castle it sustained many severe at- 
tacks from the Welsh ; but it was so strongly fortified, 
both by nature and by art, that it resisted every 
effort to reduce it; and in numerous subsequent 
sieges, during a period of fourteen years, it opposed 
an impregnable barrier to the attempts of the native 
Britons to repossess themselves of thQ lands of which 
they had been despoiled by the Normans. The 
garrison, which was very numerous, made repeated 
inroads on the adjacent territories of their Welsh 
neighbours, till, in 1144, Owain Gwynedd, Prince 
of North Wales, in retaliation for their depredations, 
invested the castle with a large body of forces, 
which he commanded in person, took it by storm, 

f>ut all the garrison to the sword, and is said to have 
evelled the walls with the ground : it is, however, 
stated that he occupied it by a small body of troops 
in 1149, when be advanced to give battle to Ra- 
nulph. Earl of Chester, whom he defeated with great 
slaughter. It appears to have been subsequently re- 
built by the Enfi;]ish, from whom, in 1 198, it was again 
taken by the Welsh, under the command of Llewelyn 
ab lorwerth, who kept possession of it for some time. 
After remaining alternately in the hands of the Eng- 
lish and the Welsh till the year 1240, it was stipu- 
lated in the treaty of peace concluded at that time 
between Henry HL and Davydd ab Llewelyn, 
Prince of North Wales, that the latter should sur- 
render all such territories as had been claimed by the 
vassals of the former, except those of Mold, which 
he was suffered to retain m fulfilment of a treaty 
previously made between him and the Seneschal of 
Chester. The year following Henry revoked this 
treaty, and entered into a new agreement, by which 
he compelled Davydd to deliver up to Roger de 
Montalto, Seneschal of Chester, the whole of his 
lands in the lordship of Mold, together with the 
castle and all its dependencies. In 1245, Davydd 
besieged the castle, which he took by storm, and put 
the whole of the garrison to the sword : Roger alone 
escaped the carnage, being fortunately absent from 
the castle at the time of its surrender. 

The castle, always an object of obstinate conten- 
tion between the native princes of North Wales and 
the English, appears soon afterwards to have fallen 
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into the possession of the latter, who held it till the 
year 1263, when it was besieged and taken by Gruf- 
ydd ab Gwenwynwyn, Lord of Powyslaud, who razed 
It to the ground. It was again rebuilt by the Eng- 
lish, and restored to the family of De Montalto, and 
was placed under the custody of Roger de Clifford, 
justiciary of Chester, against whose oppressive ty- 
ranny, and that of his deputy, Roger Scrochil, the 
inhabitants of Ystrad-Alun, or Molesdale, were loud 
in their complaints, a short time previously to the 
final subgection of the principality by Edward L In 
1322, Sir Grufydd Llwyd, who had been knighted 
by that monarch for bringing him the news of the 
birth of his son in the castle of Carnarvon, and who, 
for some time after Edward's death, had continued a 
faithful adherent to the government of his son Ed^ 
ward //., finding the English yoke no loneer toler- 
able, took up arms ; and having assembled a large 
body of his countrymeny and overrun all North 
Wales and the marches, he seized upon this castle, 
but kept possession of it only for a very short time : 
his insurrection was not attended with success, and 
he was soon afterwards defeated and taken prisoner. 
From this time little more occurs of any military 
movements in which the castle of Mold had a share ; 
it remained in the hands of the descendants of Ro- 
bert de Montalto, who in 1302 did homage for it to 
Edward, Prince of Wales, at Chester ; but in 1327, 
the last baron, in failure of male issue, conveyed it 
to Isabel, queen of Edward II., for life, and after- 
wards to John of Eltham, younger brother of Edward 
HLj after whose decease without issue it reverted to 
the crown. It appears to have continued an ap- 
pendage of the crown till the time of Henry IV.j by 
whom the castle and lordship, together with those of 
Hope and Hopedale, were granted to the Stanleys, 
afterwards E^rls of Derby. Its final demolition, as 
a place of strength, is supposed to have occurred 
during this reign, and is attributed to Owain Glyn* 
dwr, who, in the course of his determined efforts to 
overthrow the government of Henry IV., committed 
depredations upon most of the estates in the princi- 
pality belonging to the partisans of that monarch. 
On the first division of the principality into coun- 
ties, in the time of Henry VHL^ Mold was annexed 
to the county of Denbigh ; but in the thirty-third 
year of that monarch's reign it was assigned to the 
county of Flint, of which it has ever since that period 
continued to form a part. During the civil war in 
the 17th century, the ancient mansion of Gwysaney, 
near the town, was garrisoned for the king ; but in 
1645 it was taken by the parliamentarian forces un- 
der Sir William Brereton. The lordship of Mold 
remained in the possession of the Stanleys till the 
death of James, the seventh earl, a zealous adherent 
to the cause of Charles I., and who, after the battle 
of Worcester, was made a prisoner, and beheaded at 
Bolton, in Lancashire. Upon his death the lordship 
was sold by the parliament ; and a proposal having 
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been made for re-purchasing it by the Earl of Derby, 
the conditions of which that nobleman failed to fulfil, 
Charles IL, in 1664, ordered that the former pur* 
chasers should retain it 

The TOWN is pleasaiitly situated on a gentle ac- 
clivity in a small but fertile plain, watered by the 
river Alyn, which is here crossed by several bridges, 
and surrounded by rugged eminences, rich in mi- 
neral treasure : it consists principally of one long 
street, intersected at right angles by two smaller 
ones ; is tolerably well paved, ftit indifferently Sfrp- 
pHed with water: the houses are not distinguishBd 
either for their regularity or style of building ; but 
in the environs are nufmeroirs handsome seats and 
elegant mansions ; and the surrounding scenery 
is richly diversified, and highly embellished with 
features of picturesque beauty. The views from the 
higher grounds, though confined, extend over a tract 
of country richly cultivated and varied with objects 
of interesting diaracter and romantic appearance. 
The parish contains, independently of the chapelries 
of Nerquis and Tryddin, 14,124 acres, but including 
these, above 15,000, of which it is computed that 
7000 are arable, 6000 pasture, and about 2000 wood- 
land. On the north it is bounded by Northop, on 
the west by Kilken, on the east by Hawarden, on 
the south-east by Hope, and on the south-west by 
Llanverras, between which two last parishes the 
chapelries of Nerquis and Tryddin are srtoated : the 
maiWoadi road from Chester to Holyhead intersects 
the parish and passes through the town, from which 
also branch off turnpike-roads to Ruthin, Denbigh, 
Wrexham, Holywell, &c. ; and the river Alyn flows 
through the parish in a south-east direction, and is 
joined by the river Ferrig. A bold undulated sur- 
face especially marks the southern portion ; day and 
a wheat soil predominate in the east and south, but a 
Ugliter kind of land prevails in the west and north. 
The parish abounds with mineral wealth : the western 
district is rich in lead-ore, which is generally found 
imbedded in limestone or chertz ; but the operations 
are much impeded by the subterran^us stream of 
the Alyn, which here runs under ground for the 
space of somewhat less than a mile : tne eastern part 
of it contains coal and iron-stone of excellent quality, 
which are procured in great quantities for the supply 
of the neighbouring works; and some fine seams of 
cannel coal exist within two miles to the south of 
the town : calamine is also obtained. In the town- 
ships of Argoed and Bistre, in the north-eastern part 
of the parish, is potters' clay in abundance ; and large 
manufactories of earthenware and fire-bricks have 
been established, that provide employment to the 
poor in that district. Near these works are others 
for smelting lead ; and almost adjoining the town are 
some extensive cotton-mills. These mills, for the 
spinning of cotton-twist, are situated on the river 
Alyn; they were erected in 1792, lighted with gas 
in 1812, and greatly enlarged in 1825, and at pre^ 
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Sent afford occupation to more than three Inmdred 
persons. Upwards of four thousand acres of waste 
land were inclosed in the plirish under the provisioiis 
of an act obtained in 1792. The market days are 
Wednesday and Saturday; and fairs are hekl on 
February i3th. May 12th, August 2nd, and No- 
vember 22nd. By the act of 18§2, for " AweBding 
the Representation,'* Mold was constitiited a hKh 
rough, contributory with Flint and other places in 
the county in the return of a member to parliament: 
the right of voting is vested in every wale person of 
full age occupying, either as owner or as tenant «n- 
der the same tandlord, a house ot other prenisas of 
the annual Talue of ten pounds and apwards, pre^ 
vided he be capable of registering as the act directs; 
and the present number of £Mcn tenenents within 
the limits of the borough, whic^ are co-exlensrre 
with the township of Mold, and indode an area of 
about five hundred and seventy acr^, is about a 
hundred and fifty, of whieh a hundred and forty are 
in the town. Though Flint is the county towti, yel, 
from the want of a hall there, and tiie central situ* 
ation of this place, which is now witiiin the North 
Wales circuit, the assizes are held faere^ in a band- 
some shire hall lately erected. 

The LIVING is a vicarage, rafted in the king^ 
books at £10; patron, Bishop of St. Asaph; impro- 
priators, R. Knight and P. D. Cook, Esgrs.: the 
tithes have been cofntnuted for a rent-cnaige ot 
£2015. a 11., of ^idh ft stttn of £1645. a 11. w 
payable to the impropriators, subject to rates, aveN 
agmg £270. 3., and one of £370, subject to rates 
that average £57. 2. 9., to the vicar, who has like- 
wise a glebe of 2^ acres. The chureb, dedicated 
to St Mary, and said to have been erected in tfce 
early part of tlie sixteenth century, is a spacious and 
handsome structure, in the purest character of the 
later style of English architecture, consisting of a 
nave, nortli and 9outh aisles, and a chancel> with ft 
lofty square embattled tower, enriched with scu^ 
ture and crowned by pinnacles, and which, though 
of more recent erection, precisely corresponds with 
the generail design. In taking cfown the <Ad tower, 
tlie workmen discovered, at the depth of a foot below 
riie ground, a layer Of burnt wheat, barley, rye, an*' 
beans, three inches thidc, upon an esurthen floor frwn 
four to five yards square, under which was deposited 
in regular order a great number of human boneS) 
about half a yard in depdi,and a stone that had been 
worked into the foundation, whereon was inscribed 
"Here lieth the body of Gwenllian, daughter of 
Evan ab David ab Yorwerth.*' The walls of the 
church are crowned with an elegant pierced parapet, 
under which are the figures of various animals finely 
sculptured in stone. The interior of the edifiee^ 
which contains 1100 sittings, is richly embelfohed 
with architectural details and sculptured ornaments ; 
the nave is separated from the aisles by a fine rai^ 
of seven ligbt clustered c^umns with foliated capi* 
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Ujs, supporting on each sMe a aeries of obtusely 
pointed arches, the spandrils of which are adorned 
with finely sculptured devices o( angels bearing 
shields charged with e mUematic allusions to the Pas- 
sion of our Saviour, amon^ which is a representa- 
tion of the Veronica» and with the armorial bearings 
of such benefactors as contributed towards the ereo* 
tion of the churcls among which the arms of the Stan* 
ley family are conspicuous* The aisles are lighted by 
spacious and lofty windows of elegant design, en* 
riched with tracery, and corresponding in form to 
the arches of the iiave ; and at the extremity of each 
aisle are three canopied niches, in which were for- 
merly statues now destroyed. The niches in the 
south aisle are almost concealed by monuments, in* 
duding a very superb one to the memory of Robert 
Davies, of Llanerch, Esq,, who died in 1728, on 
which is his effigy in an erect posture, habited in 
Roman costume. Near this is a mural monument to 
his grandfather, Robert Davies, of Gwysaney, the 
ancient residence of the family prior to their acqui- 
sition of Llanerch, in the Vale of Clwyd, In the 
same aisle is an ancient tablet to the memory of 
Robert Warton, otherwise Parfew, abbot of feer-r 
mondsey, in Surrey, and afterwards Bishop of Su 
Asaph, fi'om which see he was translated in 1554 
to that of Hereford, where he died, in 1557, and was 
interred: above his armorial bearings, in a shield 
on which are also quartered the arms of the see of 
St Asaph, ^ is a label, inscribed ^^ Mohttia pmis$iom 
Divina Epm Aasav" supported at one end by an 
apgel, and at the other by a bishop. In the church*- 
yard was dug up a stone, bearing the inscription 
^^ FundamenHtm EcdeMUB ChrUtiu" and underneath 
it the signature " IV, H. -E/?*.,** supposed to have 
been that of Bishop William Hughes, who died in 
theyear 1600, 

There are four chapels within the parish ; namely, 
one at Nerquis, three miles from the town ; another 
at Tryddin, about five miles distant; and two re^ 
cently ereeted, one for the townships of Leeswood 
and Hartsheath, at Pont Bleiddyn, which contains 
406 sittings ; and the others at Waen, for the town- 
ships of Gwernafield and Hendrebiffa, containing 
524 sittings. A church, also, has been built for the 
townships of Bistre and Argoed, the first stone of 
which was laid in June 1841, and the whole was 
completed in 1842, in the English style, with a 
square bell turret, and contains 656 sittings, 440 
free ; it was commenced under a specific grant from 
Her Majesty's Commissioners. There are places 
of worship for Independents, and for Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Methodists, all of which are well built, par* 
ticularly that for the last-named sect. In the parish, 
independently of Nerquis and Tryddin chapelries, 
are eight National adiools, supported partly by an 
endowment of about £10 per annum, arising from a 
rent-charfi[e of £11 by the Rev. Hugh Lloyd, in 
1744, and bequests of £100 eafih from James Hugbef^ 
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in 1728, and Mrs. Martha Dodd, in 1780, partly by 
annual subscriptions, and partly by a payment of 1^ 
per week from each child : one of t^e schools was 
originallv a dissenters' chapel ; it was purchased for 
££^, of which £260 were raised by subscription in 
1819, and a sum of £100 was added by the National 
Society ; and a stable attached was converted into 
the girls' school. The old charity schooMouse was 
formed into a savinp^' bank, the upper part being 
occupied by the parish-clerk ; and the whole pays a 
rent of £4, received by the schoolmaster. There 
are also seven Sunday schools, maintained by sub^ 
scription, and containing about 900 males and fe^ 
males, who are for the most part taught by gratui- 
tous teachers ; one is supported by the vicar, who 
has given by deed £6 per annum for ever, and the 
rest appertain to different denominations of the dis- 
senters. An estate called Pentrobyn, or Pentre-i 
Hobin, in the lordship of Ewloe, oounty of Flint, 
comprising 21^ acres, let at £17. 17. 6. per annum, 
was purchased, in 1726, for £146* 10., principally a 
bequest of Thomas Williams; and the produce is 
distributed in clothing among poor persons on the 
)st of January. Several parcels of land in the parish 
of Caerwys, containing in the whole 25| acres, pro- 
ducing a rent of £22 per annum, were devisea by 
Griffith Jom^ in 1729, for a weekly distribution of 
bread, which is accordingly carried mto effect to the 
extent of hi. weekly, the residue, for want of suffix 
cient applicants, being carried to the clothing fund* 
Another estate, termed 7y'»-y--Bwi, in the town-> 
ship of Arddynwent, containing about 4^ acres, (a 
part being an allotment under the Mold inclosure 
act, in 1792), now paying a rent of £6. 10, exclu*^ 
sively of a cottage on the land given to a poor widow 
and her family, was purchased in 1753, with £150, 
the amount of charitable bequests then in the hands 
of the vicar. Jm% William$t in 1671, left a rent^ 
charge of £2 oa land called Tynryn, in the parish of 
Llanverras ; the Rev. Dr. Wyme^ of Tower, in 1776, 
bequeathed £50, which were invested in the Brough* 
ton and Mold turnpike trust; Thomas Wynnes in 
1721, gave a rent-charge of £1 ; Robert WiUiams dor 
vised a similar sum in 1729, to be ejcpended in buy- 
ing 15 hats, to be given to as naany poor persons on 
Christmas eve; and, in 1755,t7aAi« ^vai?^ bequeathed 
£60, the interest to be appropriated in purchasing 
shoes for the poor. Independently of these, there 
were numerous other bequests, by sever^ persons, of 
sums varying from £70 to £8, amounting altogether 
to above £500, which went to purchase the Pentre- 
Hobin andTy'n-y-Rryn estates; and the whole annual 
income of the charities now amounts to £62. 17. 6., 
which sum is chiefly distributed in flannel, shoe^ 
and other clothing among the poor. An entry on 
the bene&ction table states, " 1780, Mrs. Louise Ber^ 
trand left by will to the vicar and churchwardens the 
remainder of £500, navy stock (sold for £590 ster<- 
ling), itfter defraying her ifun^ral expenses ;" but in 
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consequence of the will not being more specific, the 
minister and wardens of the period divided the amount 
as a legacy between them. 

Of the ancient castle not a vestige at present can 
be discerned, and its very site is completely covered 
with thriving plantations: the three fosses by which 
it was formerly defended are still traceable, and from 
these it Spears to have originally consisted of the 
upper and lower ballium, and an elevated donjon, or 
keep, each of which was separated from the others 
by a deep fosse. The Bailey Hill, on which it stood, 
though at present difficult of ascent, was rendered 
still more arduous by the erection of strong ramparts 
and the formation oi a deep moat : from the summit 
of this hill a fine view of the surrounding vale is 
obtained, and in the distance the bare summit of 
Moel Vamma, towering amidst the Clwydiau range 
of mountains, is seen to great advantage. Offa's 
Dyke enters the parish from Denbighshire, pursu- 
ing its course through a small valley on the south 
side of Bryn Yorkyn mountain, to Coed Talwrn, 
and Cae Twn, a farm near Tryddin chapel, beyond 
which it ceases to be here traceable. Numerous 
tumuli are found in various parts of the parish, 
affording evidence of the obstinacy with which the 
possession of the Vale of Alyn was contested by the 
various hostile parties who overran this part of the 
country in the earlier periods of its history. Several 
of these have been opened, and found to differ ma- 
terially in their construction and contents ; thus prov- 
ing that they were raised at various periods and by 
different races of people : one near the town is re- 
markable for having contained a gold corselet, sup- 
posed to be unique, and which was lately purchased 
for £90 by the trustees of the British Museum. 

The environs of the town are enlivened by nume- 
rous ancient mansions and handsome seats, the resi- 
dence of some of the principal families of die neigh- 
bourhood, and with the remains of others which are 
now occupied by farmers. The ancient house of 
Gun/saney^ formerly the residence of the family of 
Davies, of Llanerch, and already noticed as having 
been garrisoned for the king during the parliament- 
ary war, is in the parish. Tower^ or Bryn Coed, 
formerly the seat of Dr. William Wynne, though 
small, presents a singular specimen of the style of 
domestic architecture during the ages of lawless vio- 
lence in which it was erected : it consists of an an- 
cient square tower of three stories, and appears to 
have been designed as a place of fortified habitation. 
During the war between the houses of York and 
Lancaster, it belonged to Reinalt ab Grufydd ab 
Bleddyn, one of the captains who defended Harlech 
castle for Henry VL, and who was constantly en- 
gaged in feuds with the people of Chester. In 
1465 a considerable number of the latter came to 
Mold fair, and a fray arising between the hostile 
parties, great slaughter ensued on both sides ; but 
neinalt, who obtained the victory, took the mayor 
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of Chester prisoner, and conveyed him to his man- 
sion, where he hung him on the staple in his sreat 
hall. To avenge this affront, a party of two nun- 
dred men was dispatched from Chester to seize Rei- 
nalt, who, retiring from his house into the adjoining' 
woods, permitted a few of them to enter the build- 
ing, when rushing from his concealment, he blocked 
up the door, and, setting fire to the house, destroyed 
them in the flames : he then attacked the remainder, 
whom he pursued with great slaughter, and such as 
escaped the sword were drowned in attempting to 
regain their home : the staple on which the mayor 
was hung still remains fixed in the ceiling of the 
lower apartment Lees Wood is a large handsome 
mansion, beautifully situated on a fine slope, and 
surrounded with woods and pleasure-grounos taste- 
fully laid out; the entrance is through a magnificent 
gateway, and the grounds comprehend much finely- 
varied scenery. Pentre-Hobin^ a fine old family man- 
sion, built in 1540, and formerly the property of 
Trevor Lloyd, Esq., retains much of its ancient 
character. Hartsheatk is situated on a long emi- 
nence in the Vale of Alyn, of which it commands a 
fine view : the grounds, which are thickly wooded, 
and tastefully disposed, combine a pleasing variety 
of picturesque scenery; and the views embrace 
many interesting objects of romantic character, 
among which is the isolated rock of Caei^wrle, 
abruptly rising from the vale, and crowned with 
the ruins of its ancient castle. Nerquis HalU a good 
family residence, built in 1638 by John Wynne, 
Esq., is pleasantly situated; the grounds compre- 
hend some varied scenery, in which the spire of Ner- 
quis chapel, at no great distance, forms an interest- 
ing feature. Rhualy an ancient family house noticed 
by Leland, now occupied by a descendant of the 
founder, was erected in 1634, by Evan Edwards, 
Esq.; tbe house, which is substantially built, con- 
tains some good paintings, among which is a portrait 
of the founder by Vandyke. Plds T^^ formerljr the 
property of the Trevors, is a stately mansion, said to 
have been built in 1610, irom a design by Inigo 
Jones : it consists of a centre flanked at the angles 
by square towers, the whole five stories high ; the 
hall is forty-three feet long and twenty-three feet 
wide, and above it is a dining-room of the same di- 
mensions, to which the ascent is by a spacious and 
noble staircase ; in each of the towers is an apart- 
ment twenty-two feet long and nineteen feet wide, 
and the whole building has an air of great regu- 
larity, and an appearance of simple grandeur. In 
the various mines in the parish are found impres- 
sions of fern and other vegetable plants in great 
perfection, a variety of marine shells of pearly fresh- 
ness, and fossil remains of various kinds, in great 
abundance. Wilson^ the celebrated landscape painter, 
who lived in the adjoining parish of Llanverras, was 
interred in the churchyara of this place, near the 
north door of the church. 



MONK MONT 

MONINGTOK, a parish, in the union of Car- tare, and evidently very old; exclusively of the 
DiGAN, hundred of Kemhes, county of Pembroke, chancel, which is 15 feet by 12, it is 33 feet in 
South Wales, 3 miles (w, s. w.) from Cardigan; length and 16 in breadth, and contiuns nine seats 
containing 127 inhabitants. This place was by the inclosed, of which four or five may be considered 
Webh called Eglwys Wythwr, signifying literally free. Elizabeth Jenkins gave £5 for poor house- 
" the church of eight men," there Being at the time keepers not receiving parochial relief, and subse- 
of its foundation precisely that number of freeholders quently Mrs. Alse Jenkins a similar sum for the 
in the parish. It comprises but a moderate area, like purpose; but both charities have been lost 
which is all inclosed and in a good state of cultiva- through omission and neglect, one of the sums hav- 
tion ; the surrounding scenery is not distinguished ing been paid to an overseer, who became a bank- 
by any peculiar features, but the views from the rupt. 

higher grounds embrace some objects of interest: of MONKTON, county of Pembroke. — See 

the rateable annual value, the return is £437. 19. 7^. MouNToy ; also Nicholas, St. 
The living is a vicarage not in charge, united to that MONTGOMERY, 

of St Dogmael's : the tithes have been commuted a borough, market-town, 

for a rent-charge of £dO, of which £45 are payable and parish, in the union 

to the impropriator, and £35 to the vicar: the church, of Forden, lower divi- 

dedicated to St. Nicholas, is situated at the south- sion of the hundred of 

western declivity of a lofty eminence. Montgomery, county of 

MONKNASH (MONK-NASH), a parish, in Montgomery, North 
the union of Bridgend and Cowbridge, hundred Wales, 7^ mites (s.) 
of Ogmore, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, from Welshpool, and 172 
6 miles (w. b. w.) from Cowbridge; containing 109 (w. n. w.) from London, 
inhabitants. This manor, togeuer with the castle through Shrewsbury, and 
and lordship of Neath, was given by Fitz-Hamon to 169 by way of Ludlow ; arms. 
Sir Richard de Grenville, and by him conferred on containing 1208 inhabitants, of whom 882 are in the 
the monks of Neath abbey, from which circumstance town, "nie ancient British name of this place, Trg 
it has derived the preRx to its name. The parish is Valdwyn, or " Baldwyn's Town," was derived from 
situated on the shore of the Bristol Channel, which the erection of a castle and the consequent establish- - 
bounds it on the south-west, and on the other sides ment of a town here by a Norman adventurer of 
it is surrounded by the parishes of Marcross, Wick, that name, for the security of this part of the princi- 
and Liandow. It contains by admeasurement 1324 pality, which he had reduced by force of arms, and 
acres, of which 940 are arable, and 384 pasture or for which, upon that condition, he bad previously 
meadow; the surface is for the greater part flat, with done homage to IVilliam the Conqueror, by whom 
scarcely any timber, but presenting a good view of he was appointed lieutenant of the marches. Bald- 
the channel; and the soil is of a stiff and clayey wyn, though justly regarded as the founder of the 
quality, producing principally wheat in moderate castle and town, did not long retain the territories 
quantity: the coast is extremely dangerouS for some which he had thus ^ined by conquest. In the reign 
miles between this place and Barry. The Nash sands of IVilliam Rufua, Roger de Montgomery, who had 
are a perilous ridge, covered at high water, but ex- been created Earl of Shrewsbury, and had obtained 
posed at low water, on which the Frolic stearo vessel from that monarch a licence to appropriate to him- 
irom Tenby to Bristol, laden with passengers, struck, self such lands on the west of the river Severn as he 
in the month of March, 1831, the weather being could gain by force of arms, entered the principality 
exceedingly tempestuous and hazy, when all onboard of Powys with a considerable army, and, seizing this 
perished: recently two light-houseshave beenerected castle and town, strengthened tne fortifications of 
near them, which serve to warn navigators of the the former, and surrounded the latter with a wall: 
danger, as they stretch several miles westward from having thus succeeded in securing permanent pos- . 
the coast, and the sounding immediately contiguous session of them, he was in a short time regarded 
is four fathoms. The living is a perpetual curacy, their second founder, and they have consequently 
endowed with £200 royal bounty, ana £200 partia- since that period been distinguished as the castle and 
mentary grant; present net income, £70; patron, town of Montgomery. In the following year the 
John Bruce Pryce, Esq., who is also lord of the Welsh, mustering all their force, took the castle br 
manor, and proprietor of nearly the whole of the surprise, plundered the town, and laid waste the ad- 
parish: the tithes have been commuted for a rent- jacent territory: but the castle was soon repaired 
charge of £189, of which a sum of £142 is paid Co and the fortifications strengthened by William Rufus, 
the impropriator, and £47 to the perpetual curate, who, hearing while in Normandy of the dreadful 
both amounts subject to rates, the former averaging outrages committed by the forces of Grufydd ab Cyn- 
£7. 9. 1., and the latter £2 per annum. The church, an, F^inee of North Wales, and the sons of Bleddyn 
dedicated to St. Mary, is of a plain style of architec- ab Cynvyn, advanced at the head of a large army to 
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the Welsh frontier, to repress their incursions. His 
repeated attacks were, however, attended with very 
inconsiderable success ; the Welsh sustained the con- 
flict with obstinate intrepidity and persevering vigour, 
and the only advantage which the English monarch 
derived from his campaign was the opportunity of 
throwing supplies into the castle of Montgomery. 
The Welsh, elated with their recent success, imme- 
diately after the retreat of the English army, laid 
siege to this fortress, which at that time was con- 
sidered the strongest and best fortified of any in the 
marches. The garrison opposed a brave and resolute 
defence, and for many days successfully repelled the 
vigorous attacks of the assailants; but the Welsh, 
having at length made several breaches in the walls, 
by undermining them, carried the castle by storm, 
put the garrison to the sword, and levelled the forti- 
fications with the ground. 

This arduous struggle between the Norman Tords 
of the marches, to retain possession of the territories 
which they held by right of conquest, and the native 
Welsh, wnose arcient anxiety to regain their lost 
dominions incited them to acts of the most desperate 
valour, was maintained with equal obstinacy on both 
sides for several years ; and many of the leaders of 
both parties were slain. But the English finally 
prevailed; and havings by their superior numbers 
and discipline, gainea a decisive victory over the 
stubborn Welsh patriots, compelled tluem once more 
to retire to their strongholds in the mountains. 
After this, the Earl of Shrewsbury rebuilt the castle 
of Montgomery; and in 1114, Owain, brother of 
Grufydd ab Rh^s, Prince of South Wales, bemg 
taken prisoner by tlie Engibh, was confined in it; 
but he effected his escape, and fled for refu^^e to the 
court of Grufydd ab Cynan, Prince of Norfli Wales. 
In 1223, Llewelyn ab lorwerth, Prinoe of North 
Wales, having made numerous incursions into the 
territories of the English vassals, and perpetrated 
various acts of deprecation and violence, for which 
he refused to render any satisfactory atonement, 
Henry IIL^ who had taken the field with a powerful 
army to chastise his insoleaoe, returning towards the 
marches from a successful expedition into Radnor- 
shire» rebuilt the castle of Montgomery in a situation 
better adapted to check the incursions of the Welsh, 
and on a site, the advantages of wkicli, united with 
its own natural strength, rendered it at that time im- 
pregnable. The custody of this important fortress 
the English monarch confided to his great justiciary, 
Hubert de Burgh, willi an annual salary of two hun- 
dred marks, which allowance for the maintenance of 
the garrison was augmented in times of war. la 
122$ the soldiers of the garrison, assisted by such of 
the natives as were under their control, attempted to 
open a road through the adjoining forest, an exten- 
sive tract of fifteen miles in length, which had long 
afforded a secure retreat to the Welsh, who, con- 
cealing themselves in this impenetrable recess, made 
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frequent predatory incursions on the lands of the 
English vassals, whom they often surprised and naur- 
dered. While the men were engaged in this work, 
they were suddenly attacked by a large party of the 
natives, who, issuing from their concealment, com- 
pelled them with great slaughter to retire for re- 
fuge within the castle, to which they afterwards 
hud regular siege. The garrison, upon this occasion, 
sent to England for assistance, and Henry, attended 
by Hubert de Burgh, coming to their relief with all 
possible expedition, the Welsh raised the siege and 
retired into their strongholds. The King having^, 
soon after his arrival here, received a reinrorcement, 
resolved to penetrate into the recesses of the forest ; 
and having with great difficulty opened a road for 
his army, by setting fire to the woods, at lenfl^ 
reached a solitary abbey of Carmelite friars, caUed 
Cridiaj which, as it had hitherto afforded an asylum 
to his enemies, he reduced to ashes. Upon the site 
of this monastery Hubert de Burgh laid the founda- 
tion of a castle, in the erection of which Henry's 
whole army was employed with incredible labour and 
under innumerable difficulties* In the middle of a 
thick forest in the heart of an enemy's country, sup- 
rounded by skirmishing parties of the foe, and ex- 
posed to every hazard, toe English persevered for 
three months in the building of this new fortress, 
which it was intended to make impregnable. Daring 
this period the Welsh, watching every movement, 
and ready to take advantage of every favourable op- 
portunity, frequently intercepted tne English con- 
voys, and slew their foraging parties ; till at length, 
from the want of provisions, and a suspicion of trea- 
chery in his camp, Henry was induced to relinquish 
his undertaking, when it was nearly completed, and 
to conclude a treaty of peace with tne Welsh prince, 
Llewelyn ab lorwerth, in which it was stipulated that 
this fortress, in the erection of which so much labour, 
blood, and treasure had been expended, should be 
levelled with the ground. 

In 1231, a party of the Welsh forces having 
made an incursion into the territories dependent 
iipon the eastle of Montgomery, the English, who 
had secretly posted themselves in a situation to cut 
off their retreat, suddenly attacked them, and, put- 
ting the greater number to the sword, conveyed the 
remainder captives into the castle, where, by the 
command of Hubert de Burgh, they were instantly 
delivered to the executioner, and their heads sent 
as a present to the English monarch. Llewelyn ab 
lorwerth, to avenge this outrage upon his country- 
men, laid waste the English marches with the most 
unrelenting fury ; and, in the general consternation 
which the violence and rafudity of his devastation 
had excited, Hubert de Burgh was himself com- 
pelled to take refuge in England. Llewelyn, intent 
upon conquest and revenge, bore down all exposi- 
tion ; and among other fortresses then in the power 
of the English, of which he obtained possesion, 
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took the castle of Montgomery, wbidi be oommitted 
to the flames, and put all the garrison to death* 
But the castle was almost immediately recorered by 
a party of English iWees, and Llewelyn again at- 
tempted to retake it, for wliich purpose he encamped 
his troops on a meadow at a short distance, in part of 
which was a deep morass* Near this place was the 
Cistercian abbey of Cymer, one of the brethren of 
which was instructed by Llewelyn to deceire the 

Sirrison with folse intelligence* The English sol- 
ers, seeing the friar pass under the walu of the 
castle, ent^ed into conversation with him, and, be- 
ing informed that Llewelyn with a small force was 
watting for a reinforcement, and might be easily 
taken or put to flight, a party of horse was despatohed 
from the castle to attack him by surprise. On their 
approach, the Welsh, apparently with great precipi- 
tation, retreated into a wood ; and the English, in the 
eagerness of their pursuit, plonged deep into ^e 
morass, in which many were suffocated or drowned, 
and the rest, encumbered with their armour and en- 
tangled in the bc^, became an easy prey to the 
Welsh, who qniekly put them to deetn with their 
spears. Henry had been for some time preparing 
for a campaign against Wales, and this disaster 
tended to accelerate the arrival of the English army, 
commanded by that monarch in person, who, on his 
reaching the abbey of Cymer, in resentment for the 
treachery of the friar, set fire to the grange, and 
wonld also have bnrnt the monastery itself, had not 
the abbot saved it by die payment of three hundred 
marks. 

In 1259, the English monarch concluded a truce 
for one year with Llewelyn ab Grufydd, Prince of 
North Wales, which was ratified by commissioners 
on both sides at the ford of Montgomery, and on its 
expiration was renewed at the same place, with ad- 
ditional stipulations. The castle of Montgomery, 
together with seveml other fortresses, was (^ded by 
Simon de Monftfort, onder the sanction of the Eng- 
lish king, to Llewelyn, in 1265 ; and, in the year 
11^8, a conference was held there, and a treaty of 
peace concluded, between Henry and Llewelyn, 
through the medvaOisn of Ottoboni, the pope's legate 
in England, which was ratified by the contracting 
parties in peiBon, and received from the legate the 
sanction of the pope's authority. By this treaty t^ 
territories taken -by both parties during the war w^et^ 
to be restored, the Prince of Wales was to do fealty 
to the English king for the principality, as bad been 
done by bis predecessors, and was to pay into the 
English treasury the sum of twenty-five thousand 
marks. After the melancholy death of Llewelyn, in 
Ae reign of Edward /., and the entire subjugation 
^ Waks by that monarch, Madoc, an iHegitimote 
-SOB of the Welsh priwee, raised a iormidajUe insur- 
redion in the nerthern parts of the principality, and 
gained 'several brilliant victories o^er the English, 
^tmilaify in die marches ; Imt being ^at length 
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attacked by the united forces of the lords marcher, 
on the mountain called by the Welsh Mynydd Di- 
goU, and by the English the Long Mountain, about 
five miles from Montgomery, he was defeated and 
slain, with most of his adherents. Edward L granted 
to Bogo de Knouill, constable of the castle of Moat* 
gomery, a certain quantity of timber out of his forest 
of Comdon, to defray the expense of repairing the 
walls and ditehes round this town and castle ; and a 
grant for the same purpose was made by Edward III, , 
under the authority of which a toll was to be taken 
for seven years on certain articles exposed for sale at 
the market, among which squirrels' skins are enume- 
rated. In 1354, the castle, together with the hun- 
dred of Chirbury, in whidi it was then regarded as 
being comprised, is mentioned, in an inquisition ob- 
tained for the reversal of the attainder against, him, 
as forming part of the possessions, of Roger Morti- 
mer, Earl of March, at the time of bis death ; after 
which it passed, by the marriage of his sister and 
sole heiress Anne, to the bouse of York, and thence 
came to the Crown. It appears to have been held, 
as stewards of the Crown, by the immediate ancestors 
of Lord Herbert of Chirbury, and to have been the 
principal residence of that family. During the civil 
war in the reign of Charies I., the castle was gar- 
risoned for the king, by Lord Herbert, whom that 
monarch had previously appointed governor, but 
who, in 1644, on the approach of a parliamentarian 
army under Sir Thomas Myddelton, embraced the 
adverse cause, and displaced the royalist troops by a 
garrison of republican soldiers, of whom he was en- 
trusted with the command* A detachment of four 
thousand royalists, under Lord Byron, soon after 
Herbert's defection, approaching Montgomery, con* 
pelled the forces of Sir Thomas Myddelton to make 
a precipitate retreat to Oswestry, leaving Lord Her* 
bert with a weak garrison but ill supplied with am^ 
munition and provisions. The king's party at onoe 
laid siege to the castle, which must soon have been 
surrendered; but Sir Thomas, being strengthened 
with a reinforcement conducted by Sir William 
Brereton, Sir John Meldrum, and Sir Thomas Fair- 
faK, immediately marched to its relief. A general 
•engagement now became inevitable: tiie royalists, 
to the number of five thousand men, were posted on 
the hill above the castle, and their opponents, to the 
-number of three thousand, were drawn up in the 
plain below : the former, descending the hill, com^ 
meneed the attack, ,and for some time gained coii*> 
siderahle advantage; 4)Ut the parliamentarian sol- 
diers, led on by some of the ablest of their generals, 
amd urged by the necessity of tlurowing snocoum into 
this important fortress, mined, and, after many des- 
perate efforts, sneeeeded in reversing the fortune «f 
the divyr, and ultimately, after a severe and sangui- 
nary eonflict, obtained a complete and decisive vio- 
tery. The royalists were pursued towards Shrews- 
bury : more than fm ^nodced of tlhctm were killed in 



the battle and the pursuit, and fourteen hundred of Elizabetli, and 22nd of Charles II., and perhaps 
were taken prisoners : of tlie parliamentarians, only at other periods now unknown ; but the pnvileees 
sixty were killed and one hundred wounded. The of the burgesses have not been extended or abridg- 
castle was afterwards dismantled by order of the par- ed by the Crown since the time of the third Henry, 
liament; but it appears that Lord Herbert received whose grants are still in force, and whose regula- 
a compensation for the loss which his property sus- tions for the government of the borough are still ob- 
tained on that occasion. served, the constitution of this ancient corporation. 

The TOWN is pleasingly and romantically situated, though infringed upon by the Reform Act^ having 
partly on the summit and partly on the declivity of been left untouched by the act for the re-casting of 
a hilt rising from the southern bank of the river municipal corporations passed in the yeai 1635. The 
Severn, and under the shelter of a mountain of control is vested in two bailifis, elected by the bur- 
loftier elevation. Though the county town, it is gesses at large in common hall assembled, from six 
small in extent and of inconsiderable importance, of the freemen nominated by the high steward and 
consisting only of four streets diverging nearly at coroner, on Michaelmas-day, or during the pre- 
right angles from the market-place, which is in the vious week ; an indefinite number of ddermen, a 
centre : the houses are well built and of respectable body which consists of those who have served the 
appearance; and the town, which is partially paved, ofGce of bailiff; a high steward, appointed by the ' 
and amply supplied with water, has a prepossessing lord of the lordship of Montgomery, and who, by 
aspect, well adapted to render it the residence of his deputy, holds courts leet and courts baron; a 
gentee[ families. The environs are strikingly beau- recorder and town-clerk, offices filled by one per- 
Ufui, abounding with richly diversified and highly son, who also chooses a deputv ; and two seijeants- 
picturesque scenery; and the hill on which the town at-mace, elected by the bailiff, and of whom one is 
18 built commands a fine and extensive view of the bellman and crier. The right to the freedom is 
Vale of Montgomery, watered by the river Severn, possessed by all the sons of a free-born burgess ; 
and bounded in the distance by the Shropshire and the resident freemen number among their pri- 
mountatns. There is neither any trade nor manu- vileges a share in the rents and emoluments of 
facture carried on : the iparket, which is well sup- certain lands, in which also their widows participate 
plied with corn and provisions of all kinds, is on during widowhood, if they continue to live within 
Thursday ; and fairs are held on March 26th, June the borough. 

7th, September 4th, and November 1 2th, for cattle, The elective franchiu was conferred in the 27th of 

sheep, and horses. Henry VIII., who, as the shire town, empowered 

The inhabitants re- it, in conjunction with its contributory boroughs of 
ceived their first charter Llanidloes, Llanvyllin, Machynlleth, and Welsopool, 
ofiN'CORroRATiONin the to send a member to parliament. Since that period 
1 1th of Henry III., who the right of election has undergone material altera- 
made the place a free tion : on a petiljon to the House of Commons, in 
borough, and endowed it 1685, complaining of an undue return, it was re- 
wlth many privileges and solved that the right was vested not only in the 
immunities, including burgesses of Montgomery, but also in those of the 
freedom from toll. Stall- subordinate towns of Llanidloes, Llanvyllin, and 
age, and all other cus- Welshpool ; and on a similar petition, presented to 
toms throughout the corporation seal. ^^^ House in 1728, it was resolved that the elective 
king's dominions, as well * franchise was confined solely to the borough of 
in England as in all other his lands, together with Montgomery, which then continued to return one 
liberty to hold a weekly market on Thursday, and member, to the exclusion of the above-named con- 
two yearly fairs, one on the vigil and feast of St trlbutory places. These resolutions of the House of 
Bartholomew and two following days, and tfae other Commons being at variance with each other, the 
on the vigil and feast of All Saints and six follow- burgesses of Llanidloes, Llanvyllin, and Welshpool, 
ing days; and in the 5lBt year of his reign, the anA also those of Machynlletn, the latter having 
same monarch granted letters patent, in which he neglected to support their claim at the two former 
briefly declares, " Know ye, that we, at the instance periods, were, by an act of the 28th of George III., 
of Edward, our beloved eldest son, have granted, for allowed the power of asserting their privilege of 
us and our heirs, to the burgesses and good men of voting for a member for Montgomery before another 
Montgomery, that they and their heirs for ever be committee of the House, aniT of appealing within 
acquitted from payment of murage throughout our twelve calendar months against any future decnsion. 
whole realm of England." The above charter was By the act of 1832, for " Amending the Represen- 
confirmed in the Ist of Edward III., 1st of Richard tation," these boroughs, with the addition of New- 
IL, Ist of Henry IV., 1st of Henry V., 7th of Henry town, have been again permitted to share in the re- 
VI., 1st of Henry VII., 36th of Henry VIII., 4th turnof a member, the franchise having been extended 
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to the resident inhabitants, duly qualified accordingly 
to the provisions of the act; and, for the purpose of 
taking the votes, the bailiffs of Montgomery are to 
appoint deputies at each place, who will send to 
them their poll-books, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the aggregate amount, and making the return. The 
elective franchise was formerly in the burgesses at 
large, the number of whom claiming it for the bo- 
rough of Montgomery was, at the time of passing 
the Reform Act, about one hundred and eighty-five; 
but it is now vested in the resident burgesses only, 
if duly qualified according to the provisions of the 
act, and in every male person of full age occupying, 
either as owner or as tenant under the same landlord, 
a house or other premises of the annual value of not 
less than ten pounds, provided he be capable of re- 
gistering as the act directs ; and the present number 
of tenements of this value, within the limits of the 
borough, which are co-extensive with those of the 
parish, including an agricultural district of nearly 
ten miles in circumference, is about fifty. 

The bailiffs are justices of the peace within the 
borough, in which, however, the county magistrates 
have a concurrent jurisdiction. The corporation 
have power to hold a court of record for the recovery 
of debts to any amount, every third Tuesday, the 
jurisdiction of which extends over the borough ; but 
this privilefi^e has been in disuse for seventy years. 
Though Montgomery is reputed the county town, 
the assizes take place at Welshpool ; but the quarter- 
sessions are always held here. The election of a 
member for the shire has hitherto taken place either 
here or at Machynlleth, being regulated by the 
sitting of the county court at the time of issuing 
the writ The town^hallj standing in the centre of 
the town, is a neat plain edifice of brick, supported 
on arches inclosing a sheltered area for the use of 
the market : the upper part, which was very inade- 
quate to the purpose of holding the quarter-sessions, 
was taken down in 1828, and two handsome and con- 
venient apartments were constructed on a plan better 
adapted to that use, at the sole expense of Lord 
Clive, to whom the building belongs. The principal 
room is sixty-seven feet and a half in length, and 
twenty feet and a half in width, having a moveable 
partition at one end, forming a retiring-room for the 

t'ury : this apartment, which is well lighted and 
landsomely fitted up, is used for assemblies and 
public meetings ; and in the centre of the west side 
IS the court-room, which is twenty-nine feet and a 
half in length, and twenty-one feet wide, and is 
commodiously arranged for the business of the ses- 
sions. The new county-gaol and houBe of correction^ 
at the lower end of the town, on the left of the road 
to Shrewsbury, was built at an expense of £10,000, 
defrayed by the county : it is a handsome edifice of 
stone of a durable quality, procured from the rock 
on which the castle formerly stood, and is arranged 
in the form of a cross, having the governor's house 
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in the centre, the whole being inclosed within a 
boundary wall upwards of twenty feet in height: 
the governor's house commands a view of all the 
wards, and the working of the tread-mill, which is a 
double one, having one wheel in the felons' ward, and 
the other in the vagrants' ward, and the machinery 
is so contrived, that the labour can be regulated 
according to the force supplied. The building com- 
prises six wards, with spacious airing- yards to each, 
in two of which are a tread-wheel and an engine- 
house to provide the prison with water ; above the 
engine-house and tread-wheel is an infirmary, with 
two sick wards and matron's rooms ; and over the 
governor's apartments is the chapel, to which there 
IS a separate entrance from each ward : beyond the 
chapel is an ante-room leading to a committee-room 
for the visiting magistrates, and two waiting-rooms ; 
and on thereof over the entrance and turnkey's lodge, 
is a place of execution. 

The parish of Montgomery was once included in 
that of Chirbury, to which the church was originally 
a chapel of ease ; its rateable annual value has been 
returned at £5338. The living is a rectory, rated 
in the king's books at £17. 4. 4^., and in the patron- 
age of the Crown : the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £479. 18., and there is a glebe 
of 30 perches. The church, dedicated to St. 
Nicholas, is an ancient and venerable cruciform 
structure, in the early style of English architecture, 
with a tower at the extremity of the north transept, 
which was erected in 1816, at an expense of £1700, 
defrayed solely by Lord Clive, now Earl of Powis. 
The chancel is separated from the nave by an ex- 

S^uisitely carved screen and ancient rood-loft, removed 
rom the priory of Chirbury, after the dissolution of 
that establishment : the north transept, called Brock- 
ton chancel, was built by the prior of Chirbury, for 
the accommodation of the tenants of his manor of 
Calmore, in this parish; and the south transept, 
termed Lymore chancel, is appropriated to the seat 
of Lymore Park, the property of the Earl of Powis. 
The roof is neatly panelled into compartments, and 
in some parts is ricnly carved ; and the east end of 
the chancel and the west end of the nave are lighted 
with large lancet-shaped windows. In the south 
transept, or Lymore chancel, which is separated 
from the church by two finely pointed arches, is a 
splendid monument to the memory of Richard Her- 
bert, Esq., father of Lord Herbert of Chirbury, and 
Magdalene his wife, in which are the recumbent 
effigies of the former in complete armour, and of 
the latter by his side, on an altar-tomb, in the front 
of which are representations of their six sons and 
two daughters in a kneeling posture; and under 
the tomb is the figure of Richard wrapped in his 
winding-sheet. Near this monument are the effigies 
of two knights in complete armour, of the noble 
family of 3ie Mortimers, Earls of March. Pre- 
viously to the Reformation tliere was a chapel in 
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one of the transepts, dedicated to St. Mary. The 
churchyard, whicn is of considerable extent, and 
commands a fine view of the adjacent country, is 
surrounded with a beautiful walk shaded by lime and 
elm trees of stately and luxuriant CTowth. There 
is a place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists. In 
the parish are four day schools, one of which con- 
tains about 40 cluldren, and is partly supported by 
two rent-eharges amounting to £9, one of £5 by 
John Edwards, of Deptford, in 1770, and the other 
of £4 by Richard, Lord Herbert; aT>d partly by 
£16 from the Earl of Powis, making £25 per 
annum, which forms the salary of the master, who 
has also a house and garden rent-free, and the liberty 
of takinr boarders and day scholars: in the other 
three schools about 125 children are instructed at 
their parents' expense. A Sunday school main- 
tained by subscription, and containing about 75 
males and females, who attend tlie Established 
Church, is aided by a ^rant of £5 from the Earl of 
Powis, and the Rev. Maurice Lloyd, which sum is 
paid to tlie master of the above school for attending 
occasionally ; and a S^^^ Sunday school is princi- 
pally supported by Dr. and Miss Davis, of Mont- 
fi;omery. There are several charitable donations and 
bequests in land and in money, the produce of which 
is distributed among the poor. The principal of 
these is a rent^charge of £5 on the West Ham water- 
works, in the parish of Stepney, Middlesex, granted 
by John Tanner in 1649 ; another of £4 was left by 
Henry Whittingham, in 1631 ; and ELdward Weaver 
bequeathed £24, in 1763, the interest of which, 20^., 
is, with the above rent^charges, divided periodically. 
In addition to the preceding, an unknown benefector 
gave divers detached pieces of land, amounting alto- 
gether to nearly 17 acres, and paying a rent of £29 
per annum, which is generally distributed after 
Christmas, in small sums. The lost charities, which 
amounted to £75, and part of which was a bequest 
of £40 by Mrs. Hannah Barkley in 1736, were laid 
out at interest about 60 years since on insufficient 
security. 

Of the ancient castle there are only very inconsi- 
derable remains, consisting chiefly of the fragment 
of a tower at the south-western angle, and a few de- 
tached portions of low walls, which afford but a very 
inadequate memorial of its former extent and magni- 
ficence. This fortress occupied the extremity of a 
long eminence, on the northern side of the town, and 
apparently impending over it, the projecting ridge 
being of great height, very steep, with an escarpment 
quite precipitous; it was defended by four deep 
fosses cut m the solid rock, anciently crossed by 
drawbridges. Between the extremity of the building 
and the precipitous declivity of the height whereon 
it stood is a level spot of ground, whieh is supposed 
to have formed the place of parade for the garrison. 
Within the last 40 years part of the shattered walls 
fell down, and among the disjointed fragments a 
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labourer found several silver spoons, whidi he soea 
after sold to an itinerant dealer; and, at varioos 
times, old military weapons, broken swords, arrow- 
heads, and cannon-balls, have been discovered among 
the ruins. At the bottom of the hill, on the noru 
side of the road leading to Garthmili, are the re- 
mains of a smaller firtressj surrounded by a moat, 
and having an artiocial mound near the western 6X*> 
tremityof the area: they are supposed to indicM 
the site of the ancient castle originally brnlt by the 
Norman BaMwyn, prior to the erection of the later 
castle by Henry lit. On a hill at no great distance 
from the latter are the remains of a very extensive 
camp, evidently of British origin : this bill is ioteN 
sected by several deep fosses in that part where it ii 
most accessible, and m other parts it is sufficiently 
protected by its precipitous declivity ; the appro&cn 
is guarded by four smaller fosses, from which were 
two entrances to the main work. Between the towns 
of Montgomery and Welshpool are the remains of a 
spacious Roman fortification, called the GacTf situ- 
ated on the Roman road that passes through the 
Vale of Severn, from Caer-Sws, or Magiona, five 
miles south-west of Newtown. Of the walls by 
which the town was anciently surrounded, flanked 
by round and square bastion towers, and in which 
were four gates, called respectively, "Arthur's, 
Cedewen, Ceri, and Chirbury" ^atesy all of which 
have long since disappeared, there are still some re» 
mains, varying in different places, from a few inches 
only to several feet in height above the surface of 
the ground. A fosse near the bottom of the town 
still indicates the ancient site of Bhpck HaB, once 
the hospitable mansion of the Herberts ; it was con- 
sumed by fire, on which occasion the lodge in Ly- 
more Park, at a small distance from the town, was 
enlarged and fitted up for the reception of the tam\j' 
it is still kept up by the Earl of Powis, and with itt 
ancient front of umber frame-work and plaster, 
forms an interesting and venerable feature in the 
scenery of the park. From the castle hill, and froM 
that on which the lar^e British camp above-noticed 
is situated, are fine views of the vales of Montgo- 
mery, Churchstoke, and Chirbury; but the most 
magnificent prospect of the surrounding country id 
obtained from the hill immediately above them. The 
ground continues gradually to rise to the summit of 
this eminence, which is crowned by a fine cluster of 
fir-trees, and the view embraces the extent of the 
Vale of Severn for several miles, through which 
that noble river pursues a winding course amonc 
verdant meadows and luxuriant groves, by which 
latter it is frequently intercepted from the sight, as* 
suming the appearance of numerous small lakes, the 
banks of which are richly decorated with picturesque 
and romantic scenery. Among the many interestm^f 
objects which this extensive prospect embraces ai^ 
Powis eastle and park, numerous gentlemen's seats 
and pleasure-grounds, pieturevque villages, and dis- 
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tant hills of varied appearanoe^ in beaaiifol and bar* 
moniooB contrast, beyond wbioh are seen, ia tower- 
iag Magnificence, the lofty OMMmtaina of Plialimmoa 
and Cader Idris, and the fine chain of the Arans. 
Edward Herbert^ first baron of Chirbwry, and distin* 
gaished equally for the yersatility of his talents and 
the eccentricity of his character, is by same said to 
have been a native of this phice. The baroa has been 
aotieed above, as hokling the office of governor of 
Montgomery castie : he was the aother of several 
works, including memoirs of his life, and of a work 
entitled ^^ De Veritaiey^ upon which he appears to 
have principally rested his claim to literary reputa* 
tion, and his'diaraoter as a philosopher : be was bom 
in 1563, and died in 164a 

MONTGOMERYSHIRE, an loiaBd eoanty 
of North Wales, bounded on the south-east, east, 
and north-east by the English county of Salop, and 
a small detached portion of Denbighshire; on the 
north, by Denbighshire ; on the north'^west and west, 
by Merionethshire ; on the south-west^ by Cardigan- 
shire ; and on the south, by Radnorshire ; the two 
latter eounties forming part of South Wales. It ex- 
tends- firom 52^ 21' to 52"" 51' (N. Lat), and from 
3^ to 3° 54' (W. Lott.); and includes an area, ac- 
cording to Evans' Map of North Wales, of four hnn- 
dred and ninety-one thousand six handred statute 
aore% or about seven hundred and sixty-eight square 
miles. Within its limits are 13,650 inhabited houses, 
884 uninhabited, and 33 in progress of erectioa; 
and the population, in 1841, was 69,220, of whom 
34,252 were males, and 34,968 females. 

At the period of the R^man invasion of Britain, 
this county, in common with nearly all the rest of 
North Wales, was included in the territory of the 
Ordcmeu. Under the Roman dominion it contained 
the station Mtdtolanumy considered by Sir Ridiard 
Colt Hoare and most other antiquaries to have been 
situated in the vale of the Tanat, or that of the 
Vymwy ; besides which there are supposed to have 
been other minor establishments of this people, at 
Caer^Sws, in the vicinity of Newtown, and at the 
Gaer, near Montgomery. The Roman roads that 
tfaversed it were the Via Devana^ which, from the 
station Nidusy at Neath, in Glamorganshire, crossed 
the eastern part of it, in its progress to the station 
DetsOf at Chester; and a branoi of die southern 
Watling^street, which crossed the northern part of it 
to Segimtiumy the present Carnarvon ; besides which 
were several vicinal ways. On the partition of the 
sorereignty of North Waiea» about the year 876, by 
Rhodri Mawr, or Rodesic the Great, among his three 
sons, Mon^roeryshire was comprised in the king- 
dom of Powys, the seat of tho government of whi<£, 
originally established at Pengwern, the present 
Shrewsbury, was afterwards, on the native Britons 
being driven from the plains of Shropshire into the 
moantains of the principality, by the victorious arms 
of the Mercian monarch (jSbl, removed to Mathra- 
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val, near Meivod, in the beantifiil Vale of the 
Vymwy. Henceforward this sovereignty was called 
indifferently the kingdom of Powys, or of Math- 
raval, the extent of woidi, however, was still further 
diminished by the invasions of the Mercians, whose 
warlike leader raised a conspicuous barrier between 
his newly-acquired territories and those still pos- 
sessed by the Cymry, which included in the Mercian 
kingdom the eastern part of the lands at present 
forming the county of Montgomery. Numerous 
were the excnrsions made across this boundary by 
the princes 6f Powys, in their attempts to recover 
their forawr dominions, and in predatory expeditions. 
During the reign of Alfred the Great of England, 
an army of manauding Danes, nnder the command of 
the celebrated piratKal leader named Hasting, in 
894, extoided its ravages into this county, and ad- 
vanced to the village of Buttington, the BtUdigino^ 
turn of the Saxon Chronicle, in the vicinity of the 
present town of Welshpool, where, receiving intelli- 
gence that an English army ^ha approaching to op- 
pose them, they intrenched themselves on both banks 
of the Severn. Ethelred, g^overnor of Mercia, two 
other aldermen, and the king's thanes, residing in the 
strongholds which he had erected, with the people 
summoned from the east of Pedridan, the west of 
Selwood, the east and north of the Thames, the west 
of the Sevam, and some parts of North Wales, in- 
vested their camp for some weeks, and reduced them 
to such extremity that they were obliged to eat the 
flesh of their horses. Roosed by th^nr sufferings to 
furious action, the North-men made at last a despe- 
rate attempt to break from their prison, and, throw- 
ii^ themselves upon the Anglo-Saxons, who formed 
the eastern part of the blockade, after a warm action, 
in which several royal thanes perished, the greater 
number achieved their escape, and hastened eastward 
to the coast of Essex witfaoat fiirther molestation. 
The kingdom of Powys, after the Norman Conquest 
of fkigland, became the principal object of attack to 
the foreign adventurers. One of these, named Bald- 
wyn, swore fealty and did homage to the Conqueror 
for this part of Qunbria, which he promised to secure 
bv force of arms ; and having partially accomplished 
his purpose, he erected a fortress at the present town 
of Mon^omery, then called bv die Welsh, after his 
name, Tr^ VMwyny or ** Bnldwyn's Town," firom 
which the county derives the name, which it still 
bears in their language, of Sir Dri ValdwyUy or 
Swydd Dri Vdldtoyn. This castle nrast, however, 
have soon fallen into the possession of the Welsh, 
since Roger de Montgomery, who for his services 
had been created by i& Conqueror Earl of Amndel 
and Shrewsbury, and had received a licence to con- 
qner from the Welsh to the west of the Severn^ en- 
tered Powysland a fow yean after with a powerful 
body of forces, and took the castle and town of Tr^ 
Valdwyn, which he fortified anew in his own right, 
and gave to it his own name of Montgomery, which 
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it has ever since retained, and communicated to the 
county of which it is the ancient chief town. 

A circumstance that facilitated the conquests of 
the Norman barons in this quarter, was the subdi- 
vision of Powys between two of the descendants of 
Mervyn, son of Roderic the Great, into Powys 
Vadoc and Powys Gwenwynwyn, the former com- 
prising the northern, and the latter the southern 
parts of the original sovereignty: these again after- 
wards became divided among the descendants of those 
two princes. The year following the capture of 
Tre Valdwyn castle, the Welsh, mustering all their 
strength, retook it by a coup de main, plundered the 
town, and desolated the surrounding country. This 
castle was again repaired and strengthened by Wil- 
liam Rufus, who, to put an end to the depredations 
committed by the Welsh forces under Grufydd ab 
Cynan and the sons of Bleddyn ab Cynvyn, led an 
army into the marches, but was compelled to with- 
draw it with great loss, after throwing succours into 
Montgomery castle. The latter, on the retreat of 
the £nglish, was immediately beleaguered by the 
Welsh, who, after a vigorous siege, at last took it by 
storm, and levelled it with the ground. The Nor- 
man arms soon afterwards again prevailed, and this 
castle was rebuilt by the E^rl of Shrewsbury. In 
1080, Grufydd ab Cvnan, laying claim to the throne 
of North Wales, and landing a large army of mer- 
cenaries in Pembrokeshire, was joined by Rh^s ab 
Tewdwr, Prince of South Wales, and their confede- 
rated armies marched northward against Trahaiarn, 
the reigning Prince of Gwynedd, whom they en- 
countered on the hills of Carno, in this county, where 
they totally defeated his forces, and slew Trahaiarn 
himself, in a most sanguinary conflict. In the year 
1191, in consequence of various depredations having 
been committed by the Welsh on the inhabitants of 
the marches, Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
the absence of Richard I. in tne Holy Land, be- 
sieged Castell Coch, now Powis Castle, near Welsh- 
Eool, which he took after a vigorous resistance; and 
aving left in it a strong garrison, he returned to 
England. This fortress was retaken by Gwenwyn- 
wyn, prince of this part of Powysland, in 1197. 
That chieftain, disapproving of the conduct of the 
Prince of Gwynedd, submitted to become a vassal to 
King John, and to hold his territories in capite of 
the English crown ; and, after the succession of his 
son Grufydd to the government, the last-mentioned 
fortress was taken and dismantled by Llewelyn ab 
lorwerth, in the year 1233. Henry III., having 
rebuilt Montgomery Castle, committed it to the cus- 
tody of Hubert de Burgh ; and, while in the pos- 
session of this governor, it was besieged by the Welsh, 
but relieved by an English army. A great number 
of Welsh, taken prisoners in one of their predatory 
excursions, having been put to death by the English, 
Llewelyn, Prince of North Wales, in retaliation, took 
and burned this fortress, putting the garrison to the 
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sword. After repeated successes obtdned by the 
Welsh in the great revolt under Owain Glyndwr, 
this chieftain assembled the states of Wales at the 
town of Machynlleth, on the western border of the 
county ; and by that assembly his title to the prin- 
cipality was solemnly acknowledged. During- the 
civil war of the seventeenth century, Montgomery 
Castle was garrisoned for the king by Lord Herbert 
of Chirbury, who, on the approach of the parlia- 
mentarians under Sir Thomas Myddelton^ surren- 
dered that fortress without opposition. In a short 
time, the royalist forces conducted by Lord Byron 
approached Montgomery, and obliged the army of 
Myddelton to make a precipitate retreatV) Oswestry, 
leaving Lord Herbert, who had thus changed sides, 
with a slender and ill-provided garrison to defend 
the castle, the siege of which was immediately com- 
menced by the royalists. Meanwhile the parlia- 
mentarian army, being reinforced with troops led bj 
Sir William Brereton, Sir John Meldrum, and Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, marched back to the relief of this 
important post, though much less numerous than the 
royalist army, the latter amounting to about five 
thousand men, and the other only to about ihree 
thousand. A general engagement ensued, in which 
the parliamentarian forces at first gave way, but 
rallying with desperate valour, they at length gained 
a decisive and sanguinary victory, and the main 
body of the routed troops was pursued towards 
Shrewsbury. Lord Powys, on the breaking out of 
the civil war, had garrisoned Castell Coch, or Powys 
Castle, for the king; but it was taken by Sir 
Thomas Myddelton, in October 1644. 

Prior to the passing of the act of the 6th and 7tb 
of Wm. IV., c. 77, Montgomeryshire was in the 
dioceses of St Asaph, Bangor, Hereford, and St 
David's, the whole being included in the province of 
Canterbury ; but by that act it is declared that it 
must, when certain circumstances permit, form part 
of the united dioceses of St Asaph and Bangor only: 
an arrangement, however, which is not likely to be 
carried into effect, so strong a feeling having been 
manifested, both in parliament and among the most 
influential persons in the principality, against the 
union of those two sees. It is partly in the dean- 
eries of Cedewen, Cyfeiliog, and Poole, in the arch- 
deaconry of St Asaph ; and partly in tbe deanery of 
Arustley, and archdeaconry of Meriootetli ; and the 
total number of parishes is nfty-four, of which twenty- 
six are rectories, eighteen vicarages, and the rest 
perpetual curacies. For purposes of civil government 
it is divided into the nine hundreds of Cawrse, Dey- 
thur, Llanvyllin, Llanidloes, Machynlleth, Matn- 
raval, Montgomery, Newtown, and Pool; and it 
contains the boroughs and market-towns of Mont- 
gomery, Llanidloes, Llanvyllin, Machynlleth, New- 
town, and Welshpool ; and the market-town of Llan- 
vair. A knight is returned to parliament for the 
shire, and one representative for the contributory 
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boroughs ; but, for many years prior to the passing of 
the act of 1832, for <* Amending the representation 
of the People," Montgomery was the only place that 
exercised the elective franchise, all the rest, with the 
exception of Newtown, which is a newly creafted 
borough, having for some time discontinued to join 
in sending a member to parliament. The member 
for the snire has hitherto been chosen either at 
Montgomery or Machynlleth, according as the 
county court was to be held at either of these two 
towns next after the issuing of the writ for that 
purpose; and the polling-places, according to the 
Boundary Act, are Montgomery, Llanidloes, Llan- 
vair, Llanvyllin, and Machynlleth. The county is 
included in the North Wales circuit ; the assizes are 
held at Welshpool, and the general quarter-sessions 
at Montgomery : the county gaol and house of cor- 
rection are situated at Montgomery. The county 
comprbes the entire poor-law union of Newtown 
and Llanidloes, the greater parts of those of Machyn- 
lleth and Llanvyllin, and very small portions of those 
of Dolgelley, Atcham, and Clunn. 

A great portion of the surface consists of wild 
and sterile mountains: the highest of these are in 
the south-western part of it, in a line extending 
from Pumlumon, or Plinlimmon, just within its 
south-western boundary, northward between Llan- 
brynraair and Carno, and by Llyn Gwyddior, into 
IV^rionethshire : this is the parting ridge between 
the rivers flowing eastward and those taking a con- 
trary direction. The most extensive and fruitful 
vale is that traversed from south-west to north-east 
by the river Severn^ which has its source in the 
southern part of this range, and as high as Llanid- 
loes ceases to be a mountain torrent, taking its course 
thenceforward through a delightful valley, more like 
the large vales of England than those stripes of 
cultivation by which the mountains of Wales are 
generally intersected. Numerous villages lie scat- 
tered beneath the hills in this fertile district, and the 
deep banks of the river are successively adorned 
by the beautifully situated town of Newtown, and by 
numerous gentlemen's seats. Below Montgomery, 
which lies a short distance eastward from the river, 
bending northward, the vale greatly expands in 
front of the isolated hills of Breiddin, while the 
river flows beneath the superb groves, lawns, and 
terraces of Powis Castle, and becomes navigable at 
Pool Quay, three miles below Welshpool. The 
valleys to the north of the Vale of Severn are much 
less extensive and productive ; those of the Vymioy 
and Tanat^ however, are fertile and highly pictu- 
resque, and are watered, the former by rivers de- 
scending from the parting ridge to the west, and 
the latter by streams from the Berwyn range of 
mountains, which, commencing near Chirk Castle, 
in Denbighshire, occupies the northern and north- 
western parts of this county in its course south- 
westward to the coast of Merionethshire. The 
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Vale of the Dovey^ which, occupying the western- 
most part of the county, extends from north-east to 
south-west on the western side of the parting ridge, 
is distinguished for its fertility. The Plinlimmon^ 
or southern range of mountains, begins on the north- 
east, with the Breiddin hills, on the eastern side 
of the Severn, on the border of Shropshire, and 
includes the Long Mountain as far as Nant Cribba : 
hence it extends oy Montgomery Castle, along the 
Kerry hills (that occupy the south-eastern side of 
the county, and along the summit of which is carried 
the boundary line between Montgomeryshire and 
the counties of Salop and Radnor, and between 
North and South Wales), to the Llangurig moun- 
tains, and terminates in the naked summit of Plin- 
limmon, rising to the height of two thousand four 
hundred and sixty-three feet above the level of the 
sea: this is environed by various other heights of 
less elevation, of which the Biga mountains form a 
line of high table-land on the northern side of the 
valley of the Severn, which is here somewhat nar- 
row. In the Severn range, Breiddin hill rises to 
the height of nine hundred and ninety-nine feet 
above toe level of the Severn : the Lonff mountain 
to that of one tliousand three hundred and thirty 
feet above the level of the sea; and Uandinam 
mountain to that of one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-eight feet above the same level. Two others 
of the most distinguished summits, respectively 
called Moel-V'Golva and Cevn-y»CasteU^ form a 
group with Breiddin hill ; the former, in the shape 
of a vast rugged cone, attaining an elevation of one 
thousand one hundred and ninety-nine feet above 
the sea. Breiddin hill is crowned by a lofty obelisk, 
erected in commemoration of the naval victories of 
Admiral Lord Rodney. The general character of 
the Severn range is a regularity of outline, gradual 
slopes, and rounded summits, indicating the soft 
nature of the rocks of which the hills are composed ; 
while its surface is uniformly covered with herbage, 
that supports numerous flocks of small sheep. The 
vegetable produce of the Berwyn range is fern 
and furze, or gorse, upon the lower and drier out- 
skirts, heath upon the loftier summits, and rushes, 
with a variety of mosses and alpine aquatic plants, 
on the wet slopes and hollows. Many isolated hills 
and rocks rise in almost every part of Montgomery- 
shire that is not occupied by some of the principal 
ranges above mentioned : of these, the Carno moun- 
tains rise in a proudly pre-eminent group, nearly in 
the centre of the county. The narrow and rocky 
valleys generally have their sides adorned by hang- 
ing woods. In the western and south-western dis- 
tricts are various small lakes, the sources of rapid 
streams. With regard to climate, the hills are par- 
ticularly bleak, and are for the most part exposed 
to the full effects of cold easterly winds. In the 
narrow valleys the wind is frequently boisterous, but 
the climate is highly salubrious, and instances of 
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longevity are nuraeroiu. Of the westerly wiiida, 
which prevail, on an avefage, during nine aionths 
of the year, the strongest are those tnat blow from 
tbe south-west and north-west : the north-west wind 
is here termed Gwynt y Creigiau^ iii allusion to the 
high mountains of Snowdon and the Arans, from 
which it rushes into this county ; the easterly wind, 
which prevails during roost of the other three 
months, is called Gwynt C6ch y Mwythig^ or the 
*^ red wind of Salop," as it effectually checks the 
verdure of spring, and converts the green blades 
into reddish husks. 

The dry argillaceous mountains have generally 
a thin light peaty soil upon a substratum of hungry 
light mould, tinged yellow by ozyde of iron; the 
Berwyn range has upon its loftier summits a dudlow 
peat resting upon clay or rammel, and, on springy 
slopes and hollows, various depths of peat A ferny 
soil, or hazel mould, is common in different places, 
more particularly on the sides of the inferior hills, 
where it produces naturally fern, broom, and the 
larger ulex, or gorse, together with various kinds of 
underwood. Tbe tiU^ or hungry light soil, tinged 
as above mentioned with oxyde of iron, is abo fre- 
quently found on the slopes of the smaller valleys. 
The narrow valleys, however, produce abundant 
vegetation of a mcNre valuable kino, and are enlivened 
by rich corn-fields and meadows : these, more espe-* 
cially in their higher recesses, and on their declivities 
having a southern aspect, frequently possess light 
soils, consisting of various admixtures of sandy loam, 

1>ebbles, broken shale, peat, &c. ; and in their lower 
evels, free loams, well adapted for the general pur- 
poses of tillage ; the last also abound in the greater 
portion of the Vale of Severn, and in some parts of 
those of the Vyrnwy and Tanat. But the finest 
arable land in Montgomeryshire is on the eastern 
side of it, bordering on Salop, where agriculture is 
conducted on the more improved systems, and the 
management of farms differs but little from that prac- 
tised on the adjoining lands in England : the soil 
here consists of strong loams, well adapted for the 
culture of wheat or S>r permanent pasture, which 
occupy the lower parts oi the vales of Severn and 
Vyrnwy, with their outskirts. The soils of the 
eastern parts of the county, beyond a line drawn from 
the Llanymynech lime-works, at the south-eastern 
extremity of Denbighshire, south-westward by Guiis- 
field, Powis Castle, Nant Cribba, &c., to the border 
of Radnorshire, are of a brown colour. 

The middle, western, and south-^western parts of 
the county, owing to their elevated exposure and the 
ungenial nature of the soil, are unfavourable to the 
growth of corn ; so that only about sixty thousand 
acres are under tillage, including about a third of 
the vale lands, which produce a considerable quan- 
tity of grain for exportation : fallowing is practised 
on the strong soils of the vales of the Severn and 
Vyrnwy. The kind of corn formerly of most exten- 
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sive cultivation was oats^ but since the close of the 
last century it has been wheat ; much of the for- 
mer, however, is still grown, chiefly on the uplands: 
the proportion of barky to the quantity of wheat is 
as three to four. Mye is occasionally, though seldom, 
cultivated, principally on the hills, where it is gene^ 
rally the first crop on the new inclosures, after par- 
ing and burning. Wheat is most often cut with the 
reaping-hook, though sometimes with cradled scythes; 
oats and barley usually with naked scythes; and 
light crops of every spedes of grain are now fre- 
quently cut with the naked scythe, in preference to 
the more tedious mode with the sicJcle. Peas^ which 
were once much grown in the valleys, are now ooid- 
vated only occasionally, and on a small scale ; beans 
are scarcely ever seen. Turnips are commonly 
raised, as also are potatoes and manael'iourzelj by the 
best £iirmers, on kindly soils. Hemp gardens, one 
of which was formerly attached to almost every cot- 
tage in the eastern part of the county, are now sel- 
dom seen. The most common artificial grass is red 
clover, to which trefoil and rye-^ rass are sometimes 
added. The quantity of productive grazing-land is 
about a hundred and eignty thousand acres : those 
portions situated on the eastern side of the county 
are almost wholly appropriated to the dairy, muoli 
of the produce of which, both in butter and cheese, 
is sent to the markets of Shrewsbury, Chester, and 
Bridgenorth : the latter article is generally made 
like that of Cheshire, though sometimes uke the 
Gloucester cheese ; annatto is used to colour it in 
the lowlands, but seldom in the uplands. The prin- 
cipal object of tlie farmer, in the hilly districts, is the 
rearing of cattle to be fattened in more fertile parts 
of the island for places requiniig a large supply : the 
vales of Severn Mid Vyrnwy are almost the only 
districts in which the pastures are rich enough for 
fattening cattle. Meadows artificially irrigated are 
common in situations conrenient for the purpose. 
Umey as a manure, is carried to a distance of tnir^ 
or forty miles into the county from the Porthywaen 
and Llanymynech rocks, near its north-eastern con- 
fines : the stone itself, and coal for burning it, are 
also conveyed by the Montgomeryshire canal to 
Welshpool, Berriew, Newtown, and other places, 
where, on the wharfs, have been erected many kilns, 
which, when in full employ, produce from tour to 
six hundred bushels of lime each per day. Among 
the agricultural implements, the << Lumroas plough, 
a variety of the Rotherham plough, is the kind in 
common use, and is generally lock-ironed; the 
Scotch plough is also much used on level bmd. 

The CATTLE of the uplands are of the common 
small sort ; in the vales they are of a larger and 
superior kind, and those reared in the vales of the 
Severn and Vyrnwy are much esteemed by the 

S graziers. The native breed of the county is short- 
egged and usually of a red colour, with black faces ; 
but a kind that has of late years become very nume- 
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Fous in the Vale of Severn is long-legged^ and of a 
ligbi brown colonr, except their fiaeee, which are 
white : they are said to have been brought originalljr 
irom Devon. The Herefordshire cattle, with white 
dices, are also much in demand. The most remark, 
able breed of iheep is that peculiar to the Kerry 
kills, almost the only kind in North Wales which 
produces perfect wool, that of every other being 
more or less mixed with coarse long hairs, called by 
the manufiacturers kemvs. The characteristics of 
this breed, which is without horns, hardy, and com^ 
paratively tame, are, large woolly cheeks, white 
bunchy foreheads, white legs covered with wool, and 
a broad beaver-like tail ; their whole form, however, 
fells short of compact symmetry : the average weight 
of their fleeces is one lb. and a half; and that of 
their carcasses, when fat, from ten to fourteen lb. 
per quarter : the Kerry hills, before their inclosure, 
mider an act of parliament obtained in 1797, are 
said to have generally depastured in summer about 
twelve thousand of these sheep, besides horses and 
cattle. A black-faced and particularly iine-woolled 
race of sheep is bred upon the Long Mountain, near 
Welshpool, and on the other hills, on the English 
border, stretching thence northward to Wresham, in 
Denbigbdire. The other hilly parts of the county 
are occupied by the small ordinary kind of mountain 
sheep, which weigh from seven to twelve lb. per 
quarter, and yield fleeces weighing from three-qnar*- 
ters of a lb. to one lb. and a half. These various 
bre^ of sheep have in some instances been inter-^ 
mixed, and different varieties from several parts of 
England have been introduced by individuals into 
the inclosed districts : among these the South Down 
sheep are the most numerous. 

In the hilly parts of Montgomeryshire great 
numbers of very small and hardy ponies, commonly 
called merlinsy breed promiscuously, and range the 
mountains untrained until they are three years old, 
when they are brought down for the first time, and 
driven to fairs like flocks of cattle or sheep : the place 
of sale generally exhibits a scene of great activity and 
violent exertion, since each that is purchased, though 
most likely never before touched by man, being 
immediately seized from among the untamed herd, 
displays all the restlessness of its wild character. 
Numbers of these small animals are employed in 
their native districts, more particularly in conveying 
the produce of the manufactures of the county to the 
martcets of Welshpool and Shrewsbury; and they 
are unrivalled in the agility with which they climb 
the slippery ascents of the mountains. There is also 
a breeci rather larger than these, which are hardy, 
handsome, and active ; and the vales of the county 
have long been noted for an excellent breed of hor^es^ 
the superiority of which has been by some attributed 
to the introduction of some blood horses from Snain 
into diis part of the country, by Robert Dualey, 
Earl of Leicestet* ; and by others, to the circumstance 
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of a stud having been kept by Queen Elizabeth at 
Park, near Cer^Sws, in the Vale of Severn. Many 
exceUent draught horses, both for the coach and the 
waggon, are obtained from England. 

ihckards and gardens are numerous in the vale 
lands on the eastern nde of the county, but all at- 
tempts profitably to establish the former in the more 
elevated regions have hitherto failed, the blossoms 
being seldom preserved from the effects of late 
frosts; and even should the trees escape the para- 
lyzing effects of easterly winds, the cold and wet, so 
frequently experienced during the summer months, 
render the flavour of the fruit much less delicious 
than that ripened in more favourable aspects: in 
plentiful seasons a few farmers make cider or perry 
for their own consumption. Montgomeryshire has 
ever been distinguished for its woods^ and it is still 
the best wooded county in North Wales, and one of 
the best in the island in proportion to its extent. 
Its timber, a century ago, was so abundant, that tiie 
fuel of a great part of the district consisted almost 
entirely of the best ^ecies, namely, cleft. The first 
sale or timber from the county for the use of the 
navy was from Abertanat wood, on the confines of 
Shropshire, about the year 1780, and was followed, 
about 1750, by others from the woods of Powys 
Castle park, Aber Naint, and TrSv-Edryd; since 
which time Montgomeryshire has contributed an- 
nually to the supply of the navy and for building 
merchant vessels. About the year 1770, the site 
and quality of the Montgomeryshire oak were so well 
known and esteemed in the several dock-yards, parti- 
cularly those of Plymouth and Deptford, that a great 
competition arose among the buyers, which raised the 
price above that of timber of the same kind produced 
m almost any other part of the kingdom : this rivalry, 
however, subsided about the commencement of tne 
present century. Owing to the constant demand 
upon the county, the extent of its woods gradually 
lessened until within the last forty years, when 
planting, which before that period had been adopted 
by a few spirited individuals, first began to be prac- 
tised on a large scale by many proprietors. There 
are several nursery gardens for forest trees in differ- 
ent places, and one more especially extensive near 
Welshpool. 

The extent of waste lands has been greatly lessened 
by the four following inclosures : viz.j that of Strata 
Marcella, Tlr-y-Myneich, and Deythur, or Deu- 
ddwr, amounting to about two thousand six hundred 
acres, under an act passed in 1788; that of P16s 
Dinas and Mechain Iscoed, about five thousand acres, 
«nder an act in 1780; that of Cedewain, Hopetown, 
and Overgorddwr, about fifteen thousand acres, under 
an act obiuned in 1706 ; and that of the Kerry hills, 
about twenty thousand acres, under an act in 1707. 
Before the allotment of these commons, about one- 
half of the county was reckoned waste, and there yet 
remains nearly two hundred thousand acres of 
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description of land, notwithstanding that various other 
extensive wastes have since been inclosed, some by 
acts of parliament, and others by common consent of 
the parties interested, such as the lordship of Ar- 
wystli, Mechain Uwchcoed, Llanvyllin, Caer Einion 
Uwchcoed, and Iscoed, and Teirtrev. Many of the 
uninclosed hills have a good depth of soil, and are 
covered with moss, fern, and grasses to their very 
summits; but the higher mountains, abounding with 
turf, can hardly be more advantageously applied than 
in depasturing in summer a hardy race of sheep, and 
aifording fuel to a district where wood is scarce and 
coal very distant. As a great part of the low lands 
in the manors of Strata Marcella, Tir-y-Myneich, 
and Deythur, above mentioned, was subject to fre- 
quent inundations by the sudden overflow of the 
rivers Severn and Vyrnwy, especially the former, a 
clause of the act for their inclosure enabled the com- 
missioners to form embankments to keep the floods 
within proper bounds, which, with the whole inclo- 
sure, were completed at an expense of nearly £*26,000. 
Commencing on the Severn, a little below Pool 
Quay, they are continued to Cymmerau, at the junc- 
tion of the two rivers, and thence extend for some 
miles along the course of the Vyrnwy towards Llany- 
mynech : the banks have been repeatedly broken 
down in different places by flood waters descending 
with irresistible force from the mountains. The chief 
articles of fuel are, coal imported by the Mont- 

Someryshire canal, and peat in the mountainous 
istricts, where the former article cannot be conve- 
niently procured ; the quantity of wood burned as 
fuel is now very inconsiderable, and consists merely 
of the waste pieces and small branches. 

The MINERAL PRODUCTIONS of the county are va- 
rious, though not of the first importance. The moun- 
tains are almost entirely composed of argillaceous 
schistus; but in those of the Berwyn chain are ranges 
of primitive rocks. Breiddin hill, however, is chiefly 
composed of greenish serpentine ; and Moel-y-Golva, 
its south-western extremity, contains some burr for 
millstones; but a soft shale is the chief component 
of the whole of the Plinlimmon range, and of the 
hills as far north as the Vale of Vyrnwy, though in 
some places beds of a more compact and regularly 
stratified stone are found and quarried for flooring, 
gravestones, &c. Slates, for the roofs of houses and 
other buildings, are obtained only in the Berwyn 
range, chiefly at Llangynog, where are two exten- 
sive quarries, from which about a million of slates 
are sold annually : those here raised are strong and 
durable, but quartzose veins pervading the whole 
rock from which they are taken, they exhibit a 
coarser surface than others of a more homogeneous 
composition : the Llangynog slate resists the action 
of sulphuric acid for ten days: some slabs contain 
beautiful cubes of mundic. It is worthy of remark, 
that the strata of these quarries, and of the whole 
north-eastern part of the Berwyn range, dip east- 
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ward, while south-westward from the deep ravine 
called Bwlch Sych, in the parish of Himant, about 
three miles to the south-west of Llangynog, they 
incline westward: the slate range extends in this 
direction by Llanwddyn, where quarries have been 
lately opened in Dinas Mowddwy, aod other places 
more westward, in Merionethshire. The Phnlim- 
mon mountains are not distinguished for either the 
abundance or the richness of their ores : lead-ore has 
been raised on the Berth-Iwyd estate, near Llanid- 
loes, and at f^gair Hir, on the border of Cardigan- 
shire, near the copper-mine called Ksgair Vraith: 
this latter mine is termed by early writers the "Welsh 
Potosi,'' and is on a north and south vein of sul- 
phate of copper, which forms a tangent with tiie east 
and west lead vein of Esgair Hir. ihe largest mine 
in the county, however, is that of the Berwyn range 
at Llangynog, producing the species of lead-ore 
csXXeA galena^ or potters' ore; its produce for many 
years during the early part of the last century was 
not less than four thousand tons annually. The vein, 
which stretched from east-by-south to west-by-nortfa, 
and was of great breadth, and one of the richest ever 
discovered in Britain, on being pursued eastward 
became quite barren; and on the workmen following 
its dip westward, the work became inundated, and 
was consequently relinquished. Early in the present 
century this mine was let on lease by the proprietor, 
the E^rl of Powis, to a company, who, at a great 
expense, drove a level beneath, and resumed the 
working of the original vein, which runs through a 
coarse argillaceous schistus. At Craig-y-Mwyn, 
near Pistyll Rhaiadr, to the north of Llangynog, is 
an ancient lead-mine; and at Dylivau, to the west 
of Llanbrynmair, is a very considerable work of 
the same kind. Near the site of an old British 
smelting-hearth, at Dol-y-Velin-Blwm, near Llan- 
vyllin, numerous pieces of lead-ore have been fourtd 
and collected by washers, to the amount of many 
tons. In an angle of the county, at Coedwae, on 
the border of Shropshire, coal is obtained from a 
few pits capable of producing about twelve tons per 
day ; it is of a pleasant, though swift burning kind, 
its inflammable carbon being combined with more 
maltha than bitumen. A small tract of dark-coloured 
argillaceous limestone extends in a south-westerly 
direction from its commencement in the Porthywaen 
limestone rocks into Powis Castle park; this kind, 
however, is not burned. On Plinlimmon mountain 
is found granite ; also the granitell of Kirwan, com- 
posed of quartz and shale; silicious and schistose 
porphyry; and great quantities of pure quartz* 
barytes, united with vitriolic acid, exists at Gallt-y* 
Maen, Llanwyddelan, and Llangynog. 

Some of the most important manufactures of 
North Wales are carried on in Montgomeryshire, 
vt>., those of flannels and webs, the pieces of which, 
displayed on the tenters, form a singular contrast 
with the verdure of the vales, through which is heard 
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the monotonous soand of looms, fulling-mills, and 
other machinery* The flannel manufacture is con- 
fined to a district occupying the middle and southern 
ports of the county, which lie contiguous to the 
Severn and its contributory streams, from Llanidloes 
to Pool Quay, and to the l>ovey and its contributory 
brooks from Dinas Mowddwy to Machynlleth* For- 
merly the whole manufacture was performed manually 
by the farmers and cottagers in their own houses ; 
but now they are aided by machinery, great num- 
bers of carding and spinning machines having been 
erected on the different streams* Besides these, there 
are now also other factories on a larger scale at 
Newtown, Llanidloes, Machynlleth, Welshpool, &c., 
some of which employ about a hundred weavers. 
The Montgomeryshire flannels are seven-eighths 
of a yard wide, and each piece generally from one 
hundred to one hundred and sixty yards in length, 
though those of a finer sort are sometimes as much 
as two hundred and forty-two yards long* They are 
three times bleached under the hammers of the 
fulling-mill, the first time with urine, the second 
with fullers' earth, and the third with soap: the 
fullers' earth is brought by sea from London to 
Chester, and thence by inland navigation. The 
nap on these flannels is raised by carding, and 
by the adhesion of the several foloings when the 
pieces are laid in a particular manner for the pur- 
pose: its texture is particularly soft, owing to the 
quality of the wool of which they are composed, which 
renders them well adapted to be worn next the skin 
even of the most delicate invalid* The principal 
manufacturers are the wholesale venders of tneir own 
flannels: the farmers and cottagers, who still make 
them after the old method, were formerly universally 
accustomed to take each his own manufacture to meet 
the Shropshire and other drapers at the Welshpool 
flannel market, which is regularly kept every alter- 
nate Thursday throughout Uie year ; but latterly the 
market at Newtown has increased so as almost to 
rival that of Welshpool, and a commodious market 
or flannel-hall has been recently erected at the 
former place by subscription, under an expecta- 
tion of securing the market to be held there, to the 
exclusion of Welshpool. The Rochdale '^stoved 
white Wekh flannels" are very different from the 
real produce of the principality, having their warp 
sized in the weaving, and being afterwards stovea 
with brimstone : owing to their being drawn finer in 
the thread than the coarseness of the wool will admit 
of, they also generally appear threadbare, and the 
length of each piece never exceeds forty yards* 
One of the three districts in which are manufactured 
toebs^ or, as they are called by the London drapers, 
" Welsh plains," or " cottons, ' is the town of Mach- 
ynlleth, with the Vale of the Dovey, in this county : 
the article is a coarse kind of thick white woollen 
cloth, made in pieces of from ninety to one hundred 
and twenty yards long, and seven-eighths of a yard 
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broad, two of these pieces constituting a web* The 
webs of this county, as of that of Merioneth, are 
styled *^ stronp^ cloth," to distinguish them from those 
of the Glyn district, near Oswestry, which are termed 
^* small cloth," because the pieces are about one- 
eighth of a yard narrower, though of the same length* 
The principal exports are, store cattle and sheep; 
raw wool, flannels, and webs ; ores of lead and cop<« 
per; oak-bark for tanners; alder and birch bark for 
dyers ; timber for the navy, and poles for the South 
Wales and Shropshire collieries ; slates ; grain, flour, 
and oatmeal; and butter and. cheese. The chief 
imports are, coal, lime, and limestone, and groceries 
and other ordinary shop goods* 

The principal rivers are, the Severn, with its 
tributaries the Vyrnwy and the Tanat, all of which 
descend eastward from the mountain ridge running 
across the western part of the county; and the Dovey, 
or Dy vi, flowing westward from the same ridge : the 
romantic Wye also has its source on the southern 
side of Plinlimmon, in the county, and pursuing a 
south-easterly course by Llangurig, soon enters Rad- 
norshire. The Severn rises in a powerful stream 
from a chalybeate spring on the eastern side of Plin- 
limmon, at the distance of about a mile from the 
source of the Wye, whence, as a mountain torrent, it 
descends eastward towards the town of Llanidloes, 
under the name of Havren, trayersing the narrow 
valley called Glyn Havren. In the early part of its 
course it is joined by the streams of the 6Schwy and 
Glaslyn, all formed by the waters of the numerous 
springs dispersed in the surrounding "mosses, and 
near Llanidloes it forms a junction with the Clyw- 
edog : at this place it loses the violence of its charac- 
ter, and, taking a north-easterly direction, flows 
through a broad and pleasant valley, by Newtown, 
and within a mile and a half of Montgomery, re- 
ceiving the waters of the Miwl at Abermule, and of 
the Rhiw at Berriew, or Aber-Rhiw, besides smaller 
rivulets. From the latter place it pursues a north- 
north-easterly course to Welshpool ; and at Pool 
Quay, a little below that town, it becomes navigable, 
and, gradually assuming an easterly direction, flows 
onward in a deep bed until, on being joined from the 
north-west by the Vyrnwy, it enters the county of 
Salop. The Vyrnwy has its source in two branches 
rising in the parting ridge, one in the vicinity of 
Bwlch-y-Vedwen, near the confines of Merioneth- 
shire, which flows eastward by Llanvair, below which 
town it suddenly turns to the north-east, and enters 
the Vale of Meivod ; and the other near Llanwddyn, 
that runs eastward till it meets the former branch 
at Mathraval: after this junction it is designated the 
Vyrnwy, and takes a north-eastern course until near 
the northern confines of the county, when it as sud- 
denly assumes an easterly course, and, soon forming 
a confluence with the Tanat, becomes the north- 
eastern boundary of the county, and so continues to 
its junction Mrith the Severn, nrst separating Moni'^ 
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gomeryshire from a detached portion of Denbigh- 
shire, and afterwards from Salop : this river is navi- 
gable during several of the winter months as high as 
Llanymynech, and is particularly distinguished for 
the abundance, variety, and excellence of its fish, 
which reputation is also shared by its tributaries. 
The principal of these, the Tanat^ which has its 
source in the Berwyn mountains, towards the north- 
ern extremity of the county, is joined, a little below 
the village of Llanrhaiadr-yn-Mochnant, by the small 
river Bhaiadr^ which descends from the same moun- 
tainous district along the confines of Denbighshire, 
and forms the grand cataract of Pistyll Rhaiadr : the 
Tanat, at this confluence, becomes the northern 
boundary of the county, which it separates from 
Denbigh, until, gradually bending eastward, it 
reaches the confines of Shropshire: here, on ap- 
proaching Llanymynech, it suddenly turns southward 
to its junction with the Vyrnwy, near Llandisilio, 
after having, for a few miles, bounded on the west a 
detached portion of Denbighshire. The Dovey^ de- 
scending from the foot of Aran Mowddwy, a moun- 
tain of Die Berwyn range in Merionethshire, flows by 
the town of Dinas Mowddwy into the westernmost 
part of Montgomeryshire, which it crosses through a 
rich vale in a direction from north-east to south-west, 
passing by the town of Machynlleth, for a few miles 
above and below which it forms the western boundary 
of the county, which it wholly quits on being joined 
by a small stream from the heights around rlinlim- 
mon. 

The Montgomeryshire canaU which is a continua- 
tion of a branch of the EUesmere line to the Llan- 
ymynech lime-works, enters the county in crossing 
the Vyrnwy, by an aqueduct of five arches, each of 
forty leet span, and twenty-five feet above the level 
of the water in the river, besides a number of smaller 
flood arches; hence it proceeds along the Vale of 
the Severn to Welshpool, and thence by Berriew 
and Garthmill to Newtown, where it terminates* 
It was formed under the provisions of an act obtained 
in 1795; of a second, passed in 1815; and of a third 
in 1821. Its total length is twenty-four miles; tlie 
number of locks is nineteen, of bridges fifty-five, 
and of aqueducts eight; and it has two feeders, one 
from the Severn, and the other from the Tanat : a 
branch, three miles long, extends to the village of 
Guilsfield. The total expense of the canal was up- 
wards of £1*25,000: the chief traffic upon it consists 
in the importation of limestone and coal, and the 
exportation of timber, grain, and the produce of the 
dairy. Strenuous and successful efforts have been 
made, since the commencement of the present cen- 
tury, in the improvement of the ttumpike-roodsj to 
which an extent of nearly three hundred miles has 
been added ; and at the same time, since the opening 
of the Montgomeryshire canal, the land-carriage of 
lime, coal, and timber, has been greatly reduced in 
the parts adjacent to that line of communication, 
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which have also the advantage of obtaining, by its 
means, materials of a more durable nature than any 
procured on the spot The bridges are numerousy 
and those in the more cultivated districts are g^ene- 
rally very ^ood ones, but those in the eastern and 
south-eastern parts of the county are construcsted 
almost wholly of wood, and are frequently in bad 
repair. Several of stone have lately been erected 
under the direction of the county surveyor, among" 
which may more particularly be noticed those oyer 
the Severn, of three arches each, situated respec* 
tively at Llanidloes, Caer-Sws, and Newtown, and 
that over the Vyrnwy at Llanymyneclu The road 
from London to Montgomery, Welshpool, D61gel« 
ley, Harlech, and Carnarvon, by way of Worcester, 
enters the county from Bishop's Castle in Shrop- 
shire, and passes through Montgomery, Welshpool, 
and Llanvair, to Mallwyd and Dinas Mowddwy in 
Merionethshire : from Mallwyd, a branch of this 
proceeds through Cemmes and Machynlleth, to 
Aberystwith. There are also separate roads from 
London to Montgomery and Welshpool, through 
Shrewsbury. From Welshpool a road is continued 
by Newtown and Llanidloes to the Devil's Bridge 
and Aberystwith: a branch of this proceeds from 
Newtown through Llanwnnog and near Llanbryn- 
mair to the Machynlleth road near the village of 
Cemmes; and one runs from Welshpool by Llan- 
vyllin to Bala, in Merionethshire. 

The only remains of encampments and fortificar 
tions decidedly Roman are at Caer-Sws, the Gaer 
near Montgomery, and Mathraval, each being quad- 
rangular, where also various minor relics of the 
Romans have been found. At Cwm-glan^Avon, 
near Llangynog, are the remains of a very ancient 
building, fourteen yards long and seven broad» 
called Cubil, supposed to have been a smelting fur- 
nace, perhaps of Roman construction, as there are 
several extensive mining levels of unknown antiquity 
in the vicinity, and great quantities of scoria lie ad- 
joining to it. The Via Devana entered the county 
from a station at Castell CoUwyn, in Radnorshire, 
and, taking its course northward by Caer-Sws, is 
still visible beyond the latter place in the parishes of 
Aberhavesp, Tregynon, Llanwyddelan, Llanlligan, 
Llanvair, and Llanervul. The otlier Roman road 
that crossed the county entered it from Salop, near 
the village of Llandrinio, in the vicinity of which, at 
a place called Street, it is plainly to be seen: at 
Mediolanum it crossed the Via Devana, and thence 
proceeded by Llangynog and Trum-y-Sarn into 
Merionethshire. A vicinal way branched from the 
Via Occidentalis at Pennal, near Machynlleth, just 
beyond the western boundary of the county, by 
Caer-Sws; it is visible between Newtown and 
Welshpool, in a direction towards the great Roman 
camp called the Gaer, near Montgomery. From 
Caer-Sws to Meivod ran the vicinal road now termed 
Sarn Swsan, vestiges of which may be traced from 
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tbe former place, by Gw^n-Vynydd, as for as the 
banks of the Vymwy, near Llysyn : by Dr. Wor- 
thington it was traced to Street Vawr, near Coed-y- 
Clawdd, in the parish of Llanrhaiadr-yn-Mochnant, 
on the northern border of the county ; and thence it 
crossed Rhos-y-Brithdir to Pen-y-Street, and passed 
through Llam-Iwrch to Caer-V&ch, a small Roman 
camp, in its further course towards Chester. The 
line of demarcation raised by Offa, between his 
dominions and those of the Welsh, is still called by 
the English "Offa's Dyke," and by the Welsh 
Clawdd Offoy and may be traced along nearly the 
whole of its course through the county* It enters it 
£rom the south, at PwlI-y-Piod, on the road between 
Bishop's Castle and Newtown, and thence proceeds 
near Mellington Hall, by Brompton mill and Ly- 
more Park, near Montgomery, and by Forden 
Heath, Nantcribba, Leighton nail, and Buttington 
church : here it is lost for five miles, the channel of 
the Seyern probably serving for that space as a con- 
tinuation of this famous boundary, which, however, 
again appears just below the influx of the small 
stream designated Bele into the Severn, on the north- 
em side of the latter river, whence it is continued, 
by the churches of Llandisilio and Llanymynech, to 
the edge of the vast precipitous limestone rock in 
the latter parish, and thence across the north-western 
part of oalop into Denbighshire. It consists of 
a vast ditch and rampart, the latter being on the 
English side : in its vicinity, near Mellington Hall, 
is an encampment named Gaer-Ddin ; at Brompton 
mill, a mount; and at Nantcribba, another ancient 
fortification., On the summit of a high mountain, 
near the village of Llandinam, is a strong British 
camp ; and various intrenchments, supposed to have 
had some relation to the castle of Mathraval, the 
seat of the princes of Powys, and the foundations of 
Yih\ch may yet be traced, lie scattered in the vicinity 
of Meivod. There is also a British camp, called 
Oardden, of a circular form, on a hill near Llanvair, 
and another near Llanervul : the remains of a third 
may be seen at Castell Caereineon. Near Cann 
Office, on the road between Llanvair and Mallwyd, 
is a tumulus seventy yards in circumference. On 
each of the two summits of Plinlimmon is a camedd, 
or large heap of stones: other monuments of the 
same Kind are very numerous in the parishes of 
Llanervul and Llangadvan, where tbe largest are 
from thirty to sixty yards in circumference; these 
are sepulchral. On a hill styled Pencoed, in the 
last-^mentioned parish, are numerous small hollows 
and hillocks, thought to be places of interment of 
the Britons. 

At the period of the Reformation there were, at 
Llanlligan, a Cistercian nunnery, and at Ystrad 
Marehell, or Strata Marcella, a Cistercian abbey. 
The most remarkable specimens of ecclesiastical 
architecture are seen in the churches of Mon^o- 
mery„ Llanidloes, Newtown, and Llanwnnog. The 
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ecistles of Powys and Montgomery, the latter of which 
is in ruins, are striking specimens of the fortifica- 
tions raised by the Anglo-Normans to secure their 
conquests from the native Welsh ; there are also re- 
mains of that of Ddlvorwyn, near Newtown. Powys, 
or Powis, Castle is the venerable mansion of the £arl 
of Powis, and, being built of red calcareous stone 
quarried out of the adjoining park, is called by the 
Welsh CasteU C6ch^ or the " Red Castle." Among 
residences of a more modem date those most worthy 
of notice are, Aberiarth Hall, near Machynlleth; 
Black Hall, near Newtown ; Bod-Heilyn ; Bod- 
vfich; Broadway, near Montgomery; Bronhyddon, 
and Br^naber, near LlanvyUin; Br^n Glas, near 
Llanvair; Br^ngwyn; Bi^nllywarch, near New- 
town ; Caerhowel, near Montgomery ; Crosswood 
and Cyvronydd, near Welshpool; D61erw, near 
Newtown; I)61-llys, near Llanidloes; Dolvorgan 
and Dolvorwyn HbII, near Newtown ; Dyserth and 
Garth, near Welshpool ; Upper Garthmyl ; Lower 
Garthmyl; Glandulas and Olandwr, near Llanid* 
loes ; Glan Severn, near Welshpool ; Glftsgoed, near 
LlanvyUin ; Glan Havren, near Newtown ; Glyn Se^ 
vem, near Llanidloes ; Greenfields, near Machyn- 
lleth ; Gregynog and the Gro, near Newtown ; Gun-* 
ley, near Montgomery; Leighton Hall and Llanerch- 
yddi, near Welshpool ; Llwydiarth Hall and Llwyn, 
near LlanvyUin ; Lymore Park, near Montgomery ; 
Maesmawr, and Maes Vron, near Welshpod ; Mel- 
lington Hall, near Montgomery; Nantcribba, near 
Welshpool; Newtown Hall, near Newtown; Pen- 
br^n, near Montgomery; Pennant, near Berriew; 
Pentre Nant, near Mon^omery; Pen-y-Lan, at 
Meivod; Rhiwport, at Berriew; Trawscoed and 
Trelydan Hall, near Welshpool ; Vaynor Park, at 
Berriew; and Vronvelen, near Machynlleth. In 
those parts of Mont^^omeryshire where the hills con- 
sist almost wholly of shale, the houses of the gentry 
were formerly built of massive timber, and now most 
commonly of brick made from clay found in the 
valleys. The ordinary houses in such districts are 
generally of timber, wattle or lath, and plaster ; and 
the roofs chiefly slated, though sometimes of shin- 
gles, or oak, split and cut into the form of slates* 
There are many farm-houses and offices upon new 
and improved constructions. The cottages in the 
greater part of the county have a very wretched ap- 
pearance, and consist only of two small rooms. On 
the schistose hills, and in their vicinity, where there 
is an abundance of flattish stones, the fences are fre- 
quently dry stone walls : hawthorn sets, for hedges, 
are grown in great quantities by the nurserymen. 
The formers in the low lands excel in their family 
fare ; but in the mountainous districts the bread has 
generally a large proportion of rye or barley, and 
cakes made wholly from oatmeal are much used. 
Servants hired by the year generally commence their 
term of service on the 1st of May. There are several 
springs^ the waters of which contain a large propor- 
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tion of hepatic air : two of these are in the parish of 
Meivod, where also is one extremely limpid, the 
waters of which have been found eflBcacious in the 
cure of scrophulous and other ulcers. Two saline 
and sulphureous sprines have been lately discovered 
in the parish of Llanvair, which are much frequented, 
many having derived considerable benefit from drink- 
ing the waters. Near the church of Llanervul is a 
well called Fynnon Ervul, famous for its medicinal 
virtues; and one adjoining the church of Garth- 
Beibio, named Fynnon Dydecho, which is con- 
structed so as to lorm a cold bath, its waters being 
reputed to have some efficacy in the cure of rheu- 
matic affections. The small river Rhaiadr, about 
four miles from the village of Llanrhaiadr, on the 
northern border of the county, after sliding gently 
down a small declivity, precipitates itself over a per- 

Eendicular rock upwards of two hundred feet in 
eight, and then forms a second cataract as its raging 
waters fall into a small natural basin beneath : this 
grand cascade is termed Pistyll Rfaaiadr. 

MOOR, a township, in the parish of Hawar- 
DEN, hundred of Mold, county of Flint, North 
Wales, 1| mile (n. n. e.) from Hawarden; con- 
taining 140 inhabitants. 

MORDRYDD, a hamlet, in the parish of 
Llanspythid, hundred of Devykock, union and 
county of Brecknock, South Wales, 2 miles 

58. w.) from Brecknock; containing 138 inhabitants, 
t is situated in the upper part of a vale, the river 
Tarell separating it from the hamlet of Llanspy- 
thid, and at the northern declivity of the Green 
Mountain. At some distance to the south, and 
partly within the hamlet, rise the rocky and ele- 
vatecl conical mountains called the Brecknockshire 
Beacons, to the height of two thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-two feet above the level of the sea. 
A few males and females are gratuitously taught in 
a Sunday school by Particular Baptists. Gilbert 
Court, an old mansion built by some members of 
the family of Parry, in the reign of Elizabeth, near 
the southern bank of the Tarell, is now a farm- 
house. Here is also situated Dolgoed, which formed 
part of the estate conferred by Bernard Newmarch 
on his follower. Sir John Skule ; but not a vestige of 
the mansion occupied by the knight is now visiole ; 
though on a farm called Cilwhibarth is a large 
mound or barrow, which Mr. Jones is of opinion 
was the ^^mons placitorum" of the manor. The 
rateable annual value returned for the hamlet is 
£874. A sum of £107 is the amount of the com- 
mutation for the tithes, of which two-thirds are pay- 
able to the impropriator, and one-tliird is received 
by the vicar of Llanspythid. 

MORETON (ABOVE), a township, in the 
parish of Ruabon, hundred of Bromfield, county 
of Denbigh, North Wales, 1^ mile (n. by e.) 
from Ruabon ; containing, with the township of More- 
ton (Below), 36^8 inhabitants. It is rich m mineral 
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productions, abounding both with iron-ore and coal, 
the working of which affords employment to a great 
majority ofthe population, which has increased ojae- 
fifth since the census of 1831. 

MORETON (BELOW), a township, b the 
parish of Ruabon, hundred of Bromfield, county 
of Denbigh, North Wales, 1^ mile (n. e.) from 
Ruabon : the population is included in the return 
for Moreton (Above). Numerous respectable and 
pleasing residences are observable in various direc- 
tions, among which Moreton Hall is most promi- 
nently conspicuous. 

MORRISTON, a chapelry, in the parish and 
hundred of Llangyvelach, union of Swansea, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 2 miles 
(k. by E.) from Swansea: the population, which is 
very considerable, is returned with that of the town- 
ship of Lower Clas, wherein it is situated. This 
village, which is of recent origin, derives its name 
from its founder and late proprietor. Sir John Morris, 
who built it for the residence of the persons engaged 
in the various copper-works and collieries in this 
district. It is pleasantly situated on the western 
bank of the river Tawy, which is here navigable for 
sloops of small burthen, and which, falling into the 
harbour of Swansea, affords a focility for the convey- 
ance of its mineral produce to that port, which is 
further aided by the Swansea canal, passing close to 
the village. The different ranges of building are 
formed with great regularity, after a plan by Mr. W. 
Edwards, designed about the year 1768, with a view 
to the formation of regular streets, in the probable 
event of its ultimately becoming a town, from the 
future extension of the works, and the advantages of 
its situation in the heart of an extensive district 
abounding with mineral wealth, and on the bank of 
a navigable river near the sea-port of Swansea. The 
living is a perpetual curacy; present net income, 
£85; patron and impropnator, Sir John Morris, 
Bart. The chapel is a neat structure, and is appro- 

?riately fitted up. There are places of worship for 
ndependents and for Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. 
An infant school has been established in the village, 
and is partly supported by the proprietors of the 
different copper-works and collieries in the neigh- 
bourhood, for the instruction at a moderate charge 
of the children of the persons employed by them ; 
and there are a National school, as well as Sunday 
schools in connexion with the church, and the vari- 
ous denominations of dissenters. The chapelry is 
now included within the new boundaries of the con- 
tributory borough of Swansea, under the Reform 
Act 

MORVIL, a parish, in the union of Haver- 
fordwest, hundred of Kemmes, county of Pem- 
broke, South Wales, 7 miles (s. E.) from Fish- 
fuard; containing 188 inhabitants. This place is 
istinguished in the historical annals of the princi- 
pality for the gallant resistance opposed by the 
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Welsh to the encroachments of a party of Norman 
invaders, who in the latter part of the eleventh cen- 
tury, under the sanction of the reining monarch, 
landed on the coast of Pembroke, with a view to esta- 
blish themselves in such territories as they could 
obtain b^ conquest in this part of the principality. 
The pansh is situated in the northern portion of the 
county, near the western declivity of the Percelly 
mountain, and is bounded on the south by a rivulet, 
which, flowing westward, falls into the river Cleddy. 
The surrounding scenery is not marked by any 
peculiarity of features from that which prevails 
generally in this part of the principality ; but the 
views, though not extensive, are interesting, from the 
majestic appearance of the mountains by which the 
parish is nearly surrounded. Of the rateable annual 
value the return made amounts to £459. 10. The 
living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £2, and endowed with £400 royal bounty ; 

1>resent net income, £81 ; patron. Sir R. B. P. Phil- 
ips, Bart, t the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £68* The church is dedicated to 
St John the Baptist 

MOTHVEY (MYDDFAI), a parish, compris- 
the Upper and Lower divisions, in the union of 
Llandovery, higher division of the hundred of P£r- 
TETH, county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 3 
miles (s.) from Llandovery; containing 1073 inha- 
bitants, of which number 476 are in the Upper, and 
597 in the Lower, division. This parish is situated 
on the turnpike-road leading from Llandilo, throu&;h 
Llangadock to Llandovery, and is watered by the 
rivers Towy, Rhythan, Gwytherig, Ydw, Clydach, 
Brfin, and Usk, which last is said to have its source 
among the Black Mountains, a short way beyond 
its limits. The surface is boldly undulated, and in 
some parts hilly and even mountainous ; the lands, 
with the exception of a considerable portion of rocky 
and sterile ground, are inclosed and in a high state 
of cultivation, those in the lower grounds being ex- 
tremely fertile, and consisting of many well-wooded 
inclosures ; and the scenery, which is strikingly di- 
versified, is characterised by features of picturesque 
beauty and romantic grandeur. The luxuriant rich- 
ness of the vales is finely contrasted with the rugged 
barrenness of the mountains; and the numerous 
rivers tliat flow through the lower grounds add 
greatly to the beauty of the scenery, which is fur- 
uier enlivened by the several gentlemen's seats scat- 
tered over the parish. Kilgw^n is an elegant and 
spacious mansion, beautifully situated on the banks 
of the river Ydw, and comprehending within the 
grounds, which are tastefully laid out, a rich variety 
of interesting scenery : Llwyny wormwood is also a 
handsome residence, pleasantly situated higher up on 
the same stream, and commanding some interesting 

Cspects : and Dolgarreg is another seat on the 
k of the river Towy, and surrounded with some 
rich and beautiful lands and ornamented plantations. 
245 



A small woollen manu&cture is carried on; and 
there are two king's mills in the parish, Kilgw^n 
and Bran, each of which pays a chief-rent of £2 to 
the lord of the manor, to whom also is paid a fee of 
ten shillings on the marriage of every freeholder, in 
lieu of the feudal custom of a first night's lodging 
with the bride : a fair is held in the village on tlie 
18th of June. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £6. 6. 8., and endowed with £200 
royal bounty ; present net income, £115: the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £419. 14., 
of which £280 are payable to the Bishop of St 
David's, the patron, subject to rates that average 
£32. 10., and £139. 14., subject to rates, averaging 
£16. 5., to the incumbent, who has likewise a glebe 
of about 5^ acres, valued at £10 per annum, with a 
house. The church, dedicated to St. Michael, from 
which circumstance the parish is sometimes called 
<< Llanvihangel Mydd&i," is an ancient structure, 
situated in a vale at the foot of the mountainous dis- 
trict in the eastern part of the parish, but the exte- 
rior is not distinguished by any architectural details 
of importance. It is, however, adorned with many 
handsome monuments and tablets; the pillars by 
which the roof is supported in the middle are light, 
lofty, and graceful; and few churches in the country 
surpass it as to the beauty and elegance of its inte- 
rior: in the chancel is a stone to the memory of 
Dr. Morgan Owen, who was buried here ; he was 
promoted to the see of Llandaf in 1639, and died in 
1644. In the churchyard are, an ancient yew-tree, 
twenty-five feet, and a sycamore, fifty-four feet, in 

firth. There was once a chapel of ease at Ddl 
lywel, which is now in ruins. From the parish 
register, which was formerly kept in the Latin lan- 
guage, it appears that, during the usurpation of 
Cromwell, all the marriages at this place were 
solemnized by John Powell, Esq. There are two 
places of worship for Independents, and one for 
Calvinistic Methodists. A aay school, in which are 
about 60 children, is partly supported bv payments 
from the parents, but principaltv by subscriptions ; 
and there are three Sunday scnools gratuitously con- 
ducted, one of which, containing 50 males and fe- 
males, is in connexion with the Established Church ; 
and in the other two, respectively belonging to the 
Calvinistic Methodists and Independents, are about 
60. Dr. Owen, Bishop of Llandaf, bequeathed 
£10 per annum in 1644, payable out of the tithes 
of Llanegwad, for the relief of poor persons not re- 
ceiving parochial aid : after some litigation the sum 
of £238. 18. 5. was awarded by a decree of the court 
of Chancery, in 1709, as arrears due to the parish; 
which sum is now invested, in the name of the 
churchwardens, in the Old South Sea annuities ; and 
the dividends, amounting to £7. 3. 4. per annum, 
are distributed every third year, and the origind 
rent-charge of £10 twice a year among the poor, 
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who also receive the interest of £200, in the three 
er cent, consolidated bank annuities, arbincf from a 
equest of John Josiah Holford, Esq., of Kilgwyn. 
Some interesting remains, supposed to be of British 
and Saxon origin, are said to have been found on a 
farm called Pen-twyn by the late Mr. Holford, just 
mentioned ; and in the year 1807, thirty small silver 
coins were discovered near the ruins of D61 Hywel 
chapel. In a field not far from the vicarage-house, 
designated Monks' Field, are two tumuli. In the 
mountainous district is Craiff Cwm Clyd, a rock 
nearly sixty yards in perpendicular height During 
the thirteento century this place was much frequented 
by physicians, among whom was Rhiwallon, who, in 
conjunction with his three sons, while residing here, 
distinguished himself by a manuscript treaUse on 
the practice of physic, which is preserved among 
the Welsh manuscripts in the library of the Welsh 
charity school in London. Tradition affirms that 
his descendants continued to follow the practice of 
medicine in the parish till within the memory of 
persons living at the beginning of the present cen- 
tury. 

MOUGHTREY (MdCH-DRfe), a parish, in 
the union of Newtown and Llanidloes, upper 
division of the hundred of Montgomery, countv of 
Montgomery, North Wales, 3 miles (s. w.) from 
Newtown ; containing, with E^ir-Geiliog, 639 in- 
habitants. It constituted formeny, with the parish of 
Kerry, a district in the ancient province of Ferregs, 

S anted by Elyatan Glodryd, lord of Ferregs and 
aelienydd, to his second son Morgeneu. It is 
situated in the southern part of the county, border- 
ing upon Radnorshire, and comprises a large tract 
of land, of which one-half is inclosed and cultivated, 
and the remainder allotted as sheep-walks to the 
several farms, under the provisions of the Kerry 
inclosure act, passed in 1797 : the rateable annual 
value of the whole has been returned at £2245. 
The surface is boldly undulated, rising in several 

f)arts into abrupt eminences, and surrounded by 
ofty hills, which circumscribe the parish in the form 
of an amphitheatre. In the mountains are many 
singular chasms, and the entire surface of the hills 
was once richly wooded; the surrounding scenery 
is in many points highly picturesque, and the views, 
though partially obstructed by intervening heights, 
comprehend many interesting objects. The manu- 
facture of flannel is carried on upon a limited scale, 
affording employment to a portion of the inhabitants. 
The parish formed one of the twenty-four pre- 
bends with which Thomas Beck, Bishop of St. Da- 
vid's, in 1287, endowed the college of St. Mary, at 
Aberguilly, in the county of Carmarthen, and which 
were afterwards transferred by Henry VIII. to the 
college of Christ Church, in Brecknock : the prebend 
is valued in the king^s books at £1. 7. 1., and is in 
the gift of the Bishop of St. David's. The living 
is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £600 royal 
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bounty, and £800 parliamentary grant ; present net 
income, £86 ; patron and appropriator, rrebendary 
in the Collegiate Church of jBrecknook: whose 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£187. Prior to the passing of the act of the 6u and 
7th of William IV., c. 77, Moughtrey and Kerry 
were the only parishes in the county of Montgomery 
that were within the diocese of St. David's, a cir- 
cumstance attributable to the successful resistance 
opposed by the celebrated Giraldus Cambrensis, 
Archdeacon of Brecknock, to the forcible attempts 
of the then Bishop of St Asaph to take poasesaion 
of those churches, and annex them to his diocese : 
under that act they are to form part of the diocese of 
St. Asaph and Bangor when those two sees are 
united: an arrangement, however, which is not 
likely to be carried into effect. The church, dedi- 
cated to All Saints, is an ancient structure, in the 
early style of English architecture, but in a very 
dilapidated condition ; it stands in a vale watered by 
a stream which falls into the river Severn. There 
is a place of worship for Independents. About 20 
children are instructed in a oay school, at the ex- 
pense of their parents. On a point of land between 
two small brooks, near a hill in the parish, called the 
Craig, is a strong military station of small extent; 
and near Craig Mill are evident traces of a Roman 
road leading across the summit of the hills, from 
Caer-Sws to Abbey Cwm Hir, in the county of 
Radnor. 

MOUNT (MOEL-Y-MWNT), a parish, in 
the lower division of the hundred of Troedyraur, 
union and county of Cardigan, South Walks, 3^ 
miles (n.) from Cardigan; containing 140 inhabit- 
ants, who are exclusively employed m agriculture. 
This parish, which is situated at the south-western 
extremity of the county, and on the shore of Cardi- 
gan bay, derives its name from a lofty hill of conical 
form near the church. At the base of this hill is a 
large sand bank, covering a great number of human 
bones, which are occasionally visible when the sand 
is scattered by the wind^ and are supposed to be the 
remains of a body of Flemings, who, having effected 
a landing on this part of the coast, were encountered 
by the natives, and repulsed with great slaughter. 
The surrounding scenery is destitute of beauty, and 
the only views possessing any interest are those up 
the Vale of Teivy, and those extending over the bay, 
which is occasionally enlivened by the passing of 
vessels. The coast is here very bold and precipitous, 
and the sounding within a short distance of the land 
is from four to seventeen fathoms. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 royal bounty; 
present net income, £55 ; patron, David lie wis, Esq.; 
impropriators, T. Lloyd and C. Longcroft, Esqrs. 
The church, dedicated to the Holy Cross, and situ- 
ated near the sea, is an ancient edifice, consisting of 
a nave and chancel, but is not distinguished by any 
architectural details. 
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MOUNTON, or MONKTON, a parish, in the 
union and hundred of Narberth, county of Pem- 
broke, South Wales, 2 miles (w. s. w.) from 
Narberth; containing 38 inhabitants. This place, 
which is situated in the south-eastern part of the 
county, and near the source of a small rivulet that 
flows into the eastern Cleddy, is but of small extent 
The parish comprises a large portion of woodland, 
called Canaston wood, together with some arable and 
pasture, which it inclosed and cultivated; the rate* 
able annual value is returned at £197. 12. The 
living is consolidated with the rectory of Narberth, 
to which the church is now considered a chapel of 
ease: the tithes are the property of the Callen 
ftunily. The late Mrs. Rees, of Great Canaston, 
left £6 a year for ever to this chapel, for the pur- 
pose of having 12 sermons delivered in the chapel, 
which duty is discharged by the parochial clergy of 
the neighbourhood in monthly rotation. 

MOYLGROVE, a parish, in the union of Car- 
digan, hundred of Kemmes, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 5 miles (w. by s.) from Cardiffan; 
containing 453 inhabitants. This parish, which by 
the Welsh is called " Tre-Wyddei," is situated on 
the coast, in the north-eastern part of the county, and 
comprises a moderate extent of arable and pasture 
land, all inclosed and cultivated. The surrounding 
scenery is not characterised by any peculiar fea- 
tures, and the views over the adjacent country are 
l^arren of interest: in general tne shore is abrupt 
and rugged, with a good depth of water. Of the 
rateable annual value of the property in the parish^ 
the return made amounts to £1002. 4. 6. The living 
is a perpetual curacy* annexed to the vicarage of 
Bay vill, and endowed with £600 royal bounty. The 
church, dedicated to St Andrew, is about a quarter 
of a mile from the village, on the left bank of a 
stream which falls into St George's Channel at no 
great distance : it is not remarkable for any architec- 
tural details. There is a place of worship for Inde- 
pendents. Near the sea, within the limits of the 
parish, on Treriffith farm, is a well, termed in Welsh, 
« Fynnon Alem," and in English, « Alem's Well," 
the water of which is a strong chalybeate, and is 
considered efficacious in several diseases. 

MYDDVAY (MYDDFAI), with Tr^Clas, a 
hamlet, in the parish of Llanarthney, bandred of 
IscENNEK, county of Carmarthen, South Wales: 
the population is incloded in the return for the pariskv 

MYDRIM(MEIDRUM), a parish, partly iu 
the hundred of Elvet, but chiefly in the higher di- 
vision of the hundred of Derllys, union and county 
of Carmarthen, South Wales, 8 miles (w.) from 
Carmarthen; containing 1110 inhabitants*. This pa- 
rish is pleasantly situated in the western part of the 
county, and is intersected by two small rivers^ called 
the Avon Gynin and Dewi Vawr, which, uniting to 
the south of it, fall into the Taf at St Clear's. It 
is bounded hy the parishes of Llanvihangel-Aber- 
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oowin, Lhingunnock, Merthyr, Trd^ch, Llanwinio, 
and Llanginning; and contains by admeasurement 
about 6000 acres of tolerably good land, easily con- 
vertible into arable or pasture, being sometimes 
under corn, and at others under grass ; the produce 
is chiefly wheat, oats, and barley ; there is not much 
timber, but what there is consists mostly of oak and 
ash. The surrounding scenery is pleasingly diver- 
sified, being enlivened by the course of the rivers 
which flow through the parish, in a direction from 
north to south; and the views over the adjacent 
country are interesting and extensive. About a 
mile from the church is Pen'rheol, a handsome man- 
sion agreeably situated in grounds tastefully laid 
out; and other residences are scattered over the 
parish, named Tan-y-Graig, Cwm, and Samau. 
Coal has been supposed to exist, and an attempt to 
procure it has been made with good prospects of 
success. A fair is held on March 12th. The living 
is a discharged vicarage, with the perpetual curacy 
of Llanvihangel-Abercowin annexed, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 10., and endowed with £600 par^- 
liamentary grant; present net income, £116; patron. 
Bishop of St David's: the tithes, payable to the 
archdeacon, as Prebendary of Mydrim, have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £550; and there is a 
glebe attached of 85 acres, valued at £dO per annum. 
The church, dedicated to St David, is an ancient 
edifice of Norman architecture, in length 44 feet, in 
breadth, 20; and contains a sufficient number of 
sittings, half of which are free. There are places of 
worship for Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists. 
The annual sum of £8 is paid out of the tithes of 
this parish and LlanvihangeL-Abercowin towards the 
support of a school for tl^ gratuitous instruction of 
eight poor children, four from each place ; but the 
name of the benefactor is not known. Here are the 
remains of an earthwork, called Castell Brynule, ex** 
tending over an area of two acres, and defended by 
a single rampart 

MYHATHAM, with TrIivreyan, a hamlet, 
in the parish of Llanarthney, hundred of Iscen- 
MEN, countv of Carmarthen, South Wales: the 
population is included in the return for the parish. 

MYLLTEYRN, county of Carnarvon.— See 

III EYLLTY RN 

MYNACHDU (MYNACHDt), a hamlet, in 
that part of the parish of Llanycrwys which is in 
the higher division of the hundred of Cayo, county 
of Carmarthen, South Wales, 5 miles (w.) from 
Lampeter; containing 152 inhabttanta^ From the 
name, which signifies a monastery, it is probable that 
a cell to some ancient abbey was formerly situated 
here. Sliffbt traces of a Roman road, that passed 
from Llanio to Llanvadr^ar-^y^Br^n, are still dis- 
cernible in the vicinity. 

MYNACHLOGDO (MONACHLOG-DtJ), 
a parish, in the union of Narberth, hundred of 
Kemmes, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 10 
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miles (n. by e.) from Narberth; containing 487 in- 
habitants. This parish, situated at the eastern ex- 
tremity of the county bordering upon Carmarthen- 
shire, is bounded on the north by the parishes of 
Llauvair-Nant^yn, Whitechurch, and Meliney ; on 
the east by those of Llanvyrnach, and Llanglyd- 
wen ; on the south by Llandissilio ; and on the west 
by Llangolman : it contains by computation 4050 
acres, of which 1850 are arable, 400 pasture, and 
1800 mountainous and boggy, with little or no wood- 
land. A great portion is occupied by the Percelly 
mountain, and tne remainder is inclosed, the soil 
being light, chiefly turbary, and producing crops of 
barley and oats, but no wheat: the rateable annual 
value is £904: there are two slate quarries, two 
mills, and a small woollen manufactory. The river 
called the Eastern Cleddy has its source within its 
limits, and is joined at the extremity of the parish by 
two brooks named Glandy and Wern. The living is 
a perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 royal 
bountjr ; present net income, £180 ; patron. Sir R, B. 
P. Phillips, Bart : the tithes have been commuted for 
a rent-charge of £52. 10., payable to the perpetual 
curate, but subject to rates, averaging £4. 15. 2. per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St Dogmael, 
and once connected with a monastery, is situated at 
the extremity of the parish, and is capable of con- 
taining 2000 persons, but without seats: it is not 
remarkable for any architectural details, and has 
been left in a very neglected state. 

MYNWERE (IvflNWEAR), a parish, in the 
union and hundred of Narberth, county of Pem- 
broke, South Wales, 4^ miles (w. by s.) from 
Narberth; containing 149 inhabitants. This parish, 
from a mistaken etymology of its name, which was 
read Mwyn Aur, signifying "a gold mine," was 
thought to contain gold-ore, and some fruitless at- 
tempts were in consequence made to discover it 
The name is, however, with greater probability, sup- 
posed to be derived from a weir on the Eastern 
Cleddy, on the banks of which river the place is 
situated, and which was noted for the abundance of 
fish taken there during the season. The parish com- 
prises a moderate portion of arable and pasture land, 
all inclosed and in a good state of cultivation ; and 
the rateable annual value is returned at £764. 19. 
The surrounding scenery is pleasingly diversified 
with wood and water, there being an extensive plan- 
tation on the north-eastern boundary ; and the views 
over the adjacent country are not destitute of in- 
terest Picton Castle, with its rich and well-wooded 
pounds, appears to much advantage on the other 
side of the Cleddy, together with STebech Hall and 
its demesne. The living is a perpetual curacy, en- 
dowed with £200 private benefaction, £400 royal 
bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant ; present net 
income, £50 ; patron and impropriator, Hon. Baron 
de Rutzen, of Slebech Hall. The church is dedi- 
cated to St Wonan. 
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N A N G L E, county of Pembroke, South 
Wales. — See Angle. 

NANNERCH, a parish, in the union of Holy- 
well, partly in the Caerwys division of the hundred 
of Rhuddlan, county of Flint, and partly in the 
hundred of Ruthin, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales, 5 miles (s. by w.) from Holywell; contain- 
ing 376 inhabitants. This parish, comprising about 
2700 acres, is pleasantly situated in the central part 
of the county, bordering upon Denbighshire, near 
the source of the river Whieler, and on the turnpike- 
road leading from Denbigh to Mold. The sur&ce 
is strikingly undulated, rising into bold and abrupt 
eminences in various parts ; and the lands, which are 
principally arable, with a proportion of meadow and 
pasture, are in a good state of cultivation : the soil 
IS chiefly gravelly, and well adapted to the growth of 
corn, oome very extensive veins of rich iron-ore 
are found in the township of Penbedw, where are 
also lead-mines that have been worked for many 
years with considerable success. The surrounding 
country is boldly varied, affording pleasing views, 
and displaying good specimens of mountain scenery. 
Within the parish are some fine springs, whereof one, 
called ^^ Fynnon Sarah," near the new turnpike-road, 
is considered to be the source of the river Whieler, 
which, after pursuing a westerly course, falls into the 
Clwyd, near Pontruiydd. 

Ine living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £9. 8. 1^. ; patron, Bishop of St* 
Asaph : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £324, subject to rates, averaging £40. 8.2.; 
there is a glebe-house; and the glebe consists of 
above 18 acres, valued at £19. 8. per annum. The 
church, dedicated to St. Mary, a neat plain structure, 
contains a very handsome monument to the memory 
of the family of Mostyn, of Penbedw, and a mural 
one to that of Watkin Williams, Esq., of the same 
place, who represented the Flintshire boroughs in 
forty successive years, and died November dOth, 
1808, at the age of sixtv-six. At Cwm, near the vil- 
lage, is a place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists, 
erected in 1830. A day school, in which are about 
50 children, is supported partly by donations, and 
partly by payments from the parents; and there are 
also two Sunday schools gratuitously conducted, one 
of which, in connexion with the Established Church, 
contains sixty, and the other, belonging to the Cal- 
vinistic Methodists, ninety, males and females. John 
Edwards, in 1734, bequeathed a rent-charge of £1. 6. 
to be annually distributed in bread among the poor. 
Near the boundary of the parish is Moel Arthur, a 
very large British encampment, occupying the sum- 
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mit of a lofty eminence ; and near it are the remains 
of Pen-y-Cloddiau, the most extensive British forti- 
fication in this part of the principality : they are both 
situated on the ranee of the Clwydian mountains, 
within the limits of Nannerch. Many rare and 
valuable fossils are found in the lead-mines. 

NANTi with Prestatyn, a township, in the 
parish of Meliden, union of St. Asaph, hundred 
of Prestatyn, county of Flint, North Wales, 
d^miles (n. n. e*) from St Asaph : the population is 
included in the return for the parish. It is situated 
on the coast of the Irish Sea, where the beach is 
formed of firm sand, and there are about two fathoms 
of water half a mile from the shore. 

N an T C W N L L E (N an T-CYNLLO), a 
parish, in the union of TRftoARON, partly in the 
upper division of the hundred of Moythen, and 
partly in the lower division of that of Penarth, 
county of Cardigan, South Wales, 8 miles (n.) 
from Lampeter; containing 773 inhabitants. This 
parish derives its name from a small brook that flows 
into the river Aeron, bv which it is intersected, and 
from the dedication of its church to Cynllo, an emi- 
nent British saint, who flourished about the middle 
of the fifth century. The Aeron here forms a boun- 
dary between the hundreds of Moythen and Pen- 
arth : the vale through which it runs abounds with 
pleasingly varied scenery, and the views over the 
surrounding country combine many objects of in- 
terest. Tne parish constitutes a prebend in the 
Collegiate Church of Brecknock, valued in the king's 
books at £7. 6. 8., and in the gift of the Bishop of 
St. David's:, the living is a discharged vicarage, 
rated in the king's books at £3. 13. 4., endowed with 
£600 royal bounty, and £600 parliamentary grant, 
and in the patronage of the Bishop. The tithes are 
divided between the prebendary and the vicar, the 
former of whom has two-thirds, and the latter one ; 
and they have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£175, of which £l 16. 13. 4. are payable to the 
prebendary, and £58. 6. 8. to the vicar, both por- 
tions subject to rates, together averaging £13 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St Cynllo, is a 
small plain edifice, consisting of a nave and chancel, 
and Is not distinguished by any architectural details 
of importance. About 60 males and 60 females are 
instructed in two Sunday schools, supported by pay- 
ments from the scholars. There are some remains of 
an ancient intrenchment, called ^^ Pen-y-Gaer." 

NANTDO (NANT-DO), a chapelry, in the 
upper division of the parish of Cantrev, hundred of 
Fencelly, union and county of Brecknock, South 
Wal^s, 10 miles (s. s. w.) from Brecknock; con- 
taining, with the hamlet of Hepst^ 111 inhabitants. 
It is situated on the eastern bank of the Taf Vawr, 
or Greater Taf, and at the southern extremity of the 

Sirish, through which passes the turnpike-road from 
recknock to Merthyr-Tydvil. Between this place 
and the northern part of tne parish, where stanos the 
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mother church, extends part of a long chain of 
lofty barren mountains, including the Sredcnock- 
shire Beacons, one of which is the highest in South 
Wales. The rateable annual value returned for 
NantdCi and the hamlet of Uepste, amounts to £530. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£1000 royal bounty; present net income, £60; 
patron, iCector of Cantrev; impropriator. Rev. W. 
Williams, the incumbent. There is a Sunday school, 
in which about thirty children are gratuitously 
taught 

NANTGLYN (NANT-GLYN), a parish, in 
the union of Ruthin, hundred of Isaled, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, 4 miles (s. w.) from 
Denbigh ; containing 391 inhabitants. This parish, 
which IS pleasantly situated on a branch of tlie river 
Clwyd, nearly in the centre of the county, extends 
almost seven miles in length, and four miles and a 
half in breadth, and comprises a large tract of land, 
of which comparatively but a small portion is inclosed 
and cultivated : the return of the rateable annual value 
is £1080. The surrounding scenery is agreeably 
diversified, though not distinguished by any striking 
peculiarity of feature ; and the views, though con- 
fined towards the south and west by lofty hills, are 
not destitute of interest Fairs are held on May 6th 
and October 27th. The living is a discharged vicar- 
age, rated in the king's books at £4. 13. 4.; present 
net income, £t222, with a glebe-house; patron, 
Bishop of St Asaph : the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £180. The church, dedicated to 
St James, is not marked by any architectural details 
of importance. There is a place of worship for Cal- 
vinistic Methodists ; and a parochial school, in which 
children of both sexes are gratuitously instructed, is 
supported by subscription. Some small benefactions, 
arising from land and money, are distributed at 
Christmas among the poor; the principal of these are 
the rents of two large tenements, containing five 
dwellings, with gardens and about an acre of ground, 
purchased some years since with parish money, and 

frielding altogettier £13. 7. 6. per annum ; there is 
ikewise a sum of £4. 3. 6., the produce of the 
interest of various accumulations and small rent- 
chai^es. Mr. David Samuel, who sailed with Cap- 
tain Cook, as surgeon in the ship ^^ Discovery," and 
was an eye-witness of his death, of which he wrote 
an interesting narrative, printed in the Biographia 
Britannica, was a native of this place ; and the late 
Mrs. Jordan, the celebrated actress, was bom at Flfis, 
a township in the parish. 

NANTMEL (NANT-MAEL), aparish,in the 
union and hundred of Rhaiadr, county of Rad- 
nor, South Wales, 6 miles (e. s. e.) from Rhai- 
adr; containing 1345 inhabitants. This parish is 
pleasantly situated on the small river Dulas; and 
the turnpike-road from Rhaiadr to New Radnor 
passes through it. It extends for nearly eight miles 
m length and five in breadth, and is coinputed lo 
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comprise abdut 20,000 acres, being the largest in 
the coanty, next to Old Radnor; it is divided into 
four townships or hamlets; namely, Coedglasen, 
Gwastedyn Vawr, Maes Gwvn, and Vainor ; and is 
bounded by ike parishes of Rhaiadr, Llanwrtliwl, 
C wm - Toydd wr, Llanyre, Llan vihangel - Helygen, 
Llanbadarn - Vawr, Liandewi - Ystradenny, Abbey 
Cwm Hir, and St. Harmon. The surface is rather 
hiily^ and the sides of the hills formerly exhibited 
large groves of oak, now almost entirely out down, 
and the stumps removed for firing ; it comprehends a 
large tract of good arable and pasture land, of which 
by far the greater portion is inelosed and cultivated ; 
but about a third part consists of two commons, on 
one of which, called Rhiisfe, is a fine sheet of water, 
named L^in Gw^n, or White Lake, one mile in 
circumference, and in some parts three fathoms deep, 
which abounds with carp and eels. On the west, tlie 
parish is separated from that of Llanwrthwl by the 
river Wye, the largest in South Wales, which here 
also divides the counties of Radnor and Brecon; 
and the vale through which the river Dulas, and the 
road from New Radnor to Rhaiadr pass, is on one 
side finely wooded and pleasingly picturesque. The 
soil is various, being partly composed of a strong 
white and blue clay. Llwynbarried, Dotldordlod, 
the seat of the celebrated James Watt, and another 
named Pen-y-Lanole, are in the parish, in which 
also is the manor of Cantrev-Melienydd, now vested 
in the crown, bnt formerly the property of the 
Mortimers, Earls of March, who possessed it until 
the time of Henry VI., when Edmund, the last of 
the family, died, at which period it devolved on his 
brother-in-law Richard, Earl of Cambridge, upon 
whose attainder it reverted to the crown. 

The living is a vicarage, with Llanyre annexed, 
rated in the Icing's books at £11. 17. 6.; present net 
income, £350; and there is a glebe^house, with 15 
acres of land attached ; patron. Bishop of St. David's; 
impropriators, Precentor and Chapter of St David's. 
The church, dedicated to St. Cynllo, and situated 
under a Bteep bank above the turnpike-road, was re- 
built in the year 1792, and is a neat edifice, consist- 
ing of a nave and chancel, with an embattled tower, 
which forms an interesting object from several points 
of view. There are places of worship for Baptists at 
Dolau, and for Independents at Cwrtgwyn. About 
t27 children are instructed in two day scnods at the 
expense of their parents; and there is a day and 
Sunday school, containing 35 children daily and 25 
on Sunday, supported partly by subscriptions amount- 
ing to £10 per annum, and partly by payments from 
the parents ; also a Sunday school, in which 15 males 
^nd females are gratuitouslv taught by Baptists. A 
farm in the parish, called Penfynnon, is charged 
with the annual payment of £5, under the will of 
Hugh Philips, in 1712; a rent-charge of £2, on 
Coedglasen, was bequeathed by John Davis, in 
1718; and Evan Hope, in 1812, granted by will a 
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charge of £1 on die Tai Newydd estate; all whidi 
sums, amounting to £8, are distributed on the Friday 
before the 3rd of December, among the poor. Two 
of the largest carneddau in the county are situated 
here, oae occupying die summit of Gwastedyn, and 
the other that of Camlo hill. 

NANTMOR, a hamlet, in that part of the pa- 
rish of Bethgelart which is in ttie hundred of 
Ardudwt, county of Merioneth, North Wales, 
2 miles (n. e.) from Bethgelart; containing 832 in- 
habitants. This place forms one of those glens 
among the mountains at the foot of Snowdon which 
extend into Merionethshire; and a portion of it^ 
called Dolvriog, has been beautified with extensive 
plantations formed by W. M, Hiackeray, Esq., M.D., 
which are now in a very flourbhing state. Here are 
the remains of a chapel, designated Capel Nantmor. 

NANT-Y-BAI, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales. — See Rhandir Abbot. 

NANTYR, ISAV, and UCHAV, county of 
Denbigh. — See Lavar (Below), and (Above). 

NARBERTH, a newly-created borough, mar- 
ket-town, and parish, and the head of a union, com- 
prising the North and South divisions, in the hundred 
of Narberth, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 
14^ miles (n. e.) from Pembroke, and 254 (w.) 
from London ; containing 2620 inhabitetnts, of whieh 
number 569 are in tiie North, 744 in the Soudi, 
division, and 1287 in the borough. This place, in 
ancient records ^^ Arberth,'' and still called so by the 
Welsh, appears to have been distinguished at a very 
early period as the residence of some of the chief- 
tains of the country; and mention occurs, in the 
earlier periods of its history, of Pwyll Pendevfg, 
of the royal house of Dyved, setting out from 
his palace of Narberth to hunt in the Vale of 
** Cych.'* On the conquest of Pembrokeshire by 
Amulph de Montgomery, in the reign of William 
Rufus, the place became the head of a considerable 
lordship, which was allotted by Amulph to Stepbea 
Perrot, who had accompanied him in his expeaidoii 
into this part of the principality, and who is said to 
have erected, for the security of his territories, a 
fortress on the summit of a hilt (still designated 
Camp hill) between the village of TempIeMti, in 
the parish, and the present town. This spot was 
well adapted to the purposes of observation and de- 
fence, and was at that time covered with a thick 
forest; and tlie remains of military works, which, 
according to the Welsh chronicles, were destroyed 
by Grufydd ab Rh^, may yet be traced. 

Sir Andrew Perrot, grandson of the first knight, 
isubsequently erected the castle, of which the remains 
form so prominent and picturesque a feature in the 
foreground of the town. For this purpose he selec- 
ted a very eligible site, commanding the pass of the 
valley through which the high road through the 
county passes ; and having completed the building, 
he garrisoned it with a party of Flemings, whom 
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Henry L had settled in this part of the principality, 
and for whom and his dependents, under the imme- 
diate protection of the castle. Sir Andrew built habi- 
tations, which formed the origin of the present town. 
Little is recorded of the history of the castle, which, 
in 1256, was taken, and the fortifications destroyed, 
by Llewelyn ab Grufydd, Prince of North Wales j 
but it appears to have recovered from the injury it 
received upon that occasion. The lordship and castle 
were generally the property of the crown, or of some 
distinguished member of the English peerage, till the 
reign of Henry VIII., who gave them to Sir Rhys 
ab Thomas, at which time the castle was in a good 
state of repair, according to the testimony of Lemnd, 
who describes it as ^' a praty pile of old Sir Rees," 
The castle suffered material injury daring the usur- 
pation of Cromwell ; but it appears, notwithstanding, 
to have remained in a habitable state till the year 
1657, when it formed part of the immense posses- 
sions of the Barlows, of Siebech, who, in the 4th of 
James 11., obtained permission to hold here a market 
and fair, and to receive the tolls and customs arising 
from them. 

The TOWN is pleasantly situated on an eminence 
above a narrow valley, two miles and a half to the 
eastward of the Eastern Cleddy river, and in the 
northern division of the parish; it consists princi- 
pally of three narrow streets diverging obliquely 
from the marketplace, which is in the centre. The 
houses are irregularly built and of mean appearance; 
and the town, which is neither paved nor lighted, 
and is indifferently supplied with water, fails in 
realizing the expectations which the distant view of 
it excites. As seen from the adjacent heights, witli 
Its church, and the picturesque remmns of its ancient 
castle, mantled with ivy, it forms a prominent and 
highly interesting object ; but on a nearer approach, 
its want of regularity in the order, and of beauty in 
the form, of its buildings, destroys the effect of its 
distant appearance. The surrounding scenery ia 
richly vaned and beautifully picturesque. The south- 
ern portion of the parish produces abundance of ex- 
cellent limestone, of whidi great quantities are burnt 
for the supply of the surrounding neighbourhood, and 
a considerable portion is quarried for building, some 
of which, from its being susceptible of a fine polish^ 
iis manufactured into mantel-preces of great beauty. 
The town has lost much of its importance, and sus- 
tained a diminution of its inhabitants^ owing to the 
diversion of the great western road, which now runs 
four miles at the south of the town to Hobbs' Point, 
near Her Majest/s dockyard. A lock-up house,> 
having over it a room in which magisterial and paro- 
chial meetings are held, has recently been built by a 
grant from the county rates and by subscription ; and 
a new market-house, considered to be one of the 
most commodious in South Wales, has been com- 
pleted, at the sole expense of the Baron de Rutzen, 
of Siebech Hali^ the proprietor of the castle and lord 
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of the manon which he obtained by marriage with 
the heiress of the late Nathaniel Philipps, Esq^. Hats 
are manufactured to a limited extent ; and the shoe 
trade is considerablew The market is on Thursday, 
and is abundantly supplied with provisions of every 
kind, at an extremely moderate price. Fairs are 
held on March 21st, June 2nd and 29th, August 
J 0th, September 23, October 26th, and December 
llth: they are ail noted cattle fairs, and are much 
resorted to by graziers and drovers from England. 
The rateable annual value of the parish has been re- 
turned at £7141. 10. 7^., of which £5204* 0. 11. are 
for the northern, and £1937. 9. 8^. for the southern, 
division. By the act of 1882, for ** Amending the 
representation of tlie People," Narberth was created 
a borough, contributory, with Fishguard, to that of 
Haverfordwest in the return of a member to parlia- 
ment: the number of registered voters within the 
limits of the borough is fifty-five. It is also a poll- 
ing-place in the election of a knight for the Snire. 
The petty-sessions for the hundred are held here* 

The LIVING is a rectory, with Robeston-Wathen 
annexed, rated in the king's books at £25. 10. 10., 
and in tl^ patronage of the Crown ; present net in-' 
come, £417 : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £550 ; and there is a glebe of 6^ 
acres, valued at £60 per annum. The church, dedi- 
cated to Str Andrew, and supposed to have been 
originally erected by Sir Andrew Perrot, the founder 
of the castle, has been lately rebuilt, partly by sub- 
scription, aided hy a grant of £150 from tue Incer- 
f)orated Society for promoting the building and en- 
argement of churches and chapels, and partly by a- 
rate upon the inhabitants, amounting to one-third of 
the whole expense. It is a very neat edifice, in the 
later style of English architecture, and, in consider- 
ation of the gift ^om the Society, contains a hundred 
and fifty free sittings, in addition to fifty which were 
previously unappropriated^ Prior to 1829 both the 
church md parsonage-house were in a very dilapi- 
dated condition ; but a new rectory-house and conEb- 
modious out-buildings have been erected, at a coat 
of £913, raised by a mortgage on the living, under 
Gilbert's Act There are j^aces of worship for Bap- 
tists, Independents, and Wesleyan Methodists. A 
free school for poor children was founded in 1832, 
by George Devouald, Esq., of Sodston House, who 
endowed it by deed enrolled in chancery, with aF 
rent-charge of £30, issuing out of the farm of Rush 
Acre, consisting of 80 acres ; directing that the chil- 
dren to be admitted should not be less tlian six, nor 
remain after attaining 12, years ef age; and be- 
stowing the future selection of the master and mistress 
on the incumbent and churchwardens, with the pro- 
prietor of l^dston House, for the time being : tliere 
are now 100 children regularly taught on the Na- 
tional plan in the schools, and measures are in pro- 
gress to add to the building sufficient room for 70 
girls. About 65 boys and 65 girls are educated*in 
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neven day schools, at the expense of their parents ; 
and there are also three Sunoay schools ^tuitously 
conducted, two of which, belonging to Independents, 
contain about 100 males and females; tne other, 
connected with Baptists, about 80. 

The poor law union, of which this town is the head, 
was formed January 6th, 1837, and comprises the fol- 
lowing 48 parishes and townships; namely, Amroath, 
Begelly, Bletherston, Clarbeston, Coedcanlais, Cri- 
now, Cronwere, St IssePs, Jeffreston, Lampeter- 
Velvrevj Lawhaden, Llandewi - Velvrey, Llandilo, 
part of Llandissilio, Llangolman, part of Llanval- 
teg, Llanycevn, Ll^y-Vrln, Loveston, Ludchurch, 
Martletwy, St Mary's or Maenclochog, Mounton, 
MynachlogdA, Mynwere, North and South Nar- 
berth, Newton, New Mote, Reynoldston, Robe- 
ston-Wathen, Slebech, East Williamston, and Yer- 
beston, in the county of Pembroke ; Castel-Dauy- 
ran, Egremont, Eglwys-Cummin, Eglwys-Vair-y- 
Chyrig, HSnllan-Amgoed, Kifig, Llanboidy, part 
of Llandissilio, Llanglydwen, part of Llanvalteg, 
Marros, and Pendine, in the county of Carmarthen ; 
and Killymaenllwyd and Llangan, in the counties of 
Pembroke and Carmarthen. It is under the super- 
intendence of 50 guardians, and contains a popula- 
tion of 21,753. The union workhouse, capable of 
accommodating 150 classified paupers, is on an ele- 
vated spot, midway between Narberth and Temple- 
ton, in the south division of the parish, and com- 
mands a most extensive view of the country from 
north-east to south-west It cost £3700, including 
£240 paid to Sir R. Philipps, Bart, for three acres 
of land : of this amount £2200 were borrowed from 
the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, and £1000 
from the Economic Life Assurance Society; and 
five per cent of the principal is to be paid annually, 
until the whole be redeemed. 

The remains of the ancient ctzstle, which appears 
to have been a structure of considerable extent, con- 
sist principally of the grand gateway between two 
circular towers, partly clothed with ivy, and some 
small portions of the walls ; though inconsiderable in 
their extent, they possess a very pleasing and inter- 
esting character, and from their situation have a 
highly picturesque appearance. On the eastern 
verge of Canaston wood, but within this parish, are 
vestiges of a fine old British intrenchment, nearly 
triangular in form, and comprising an area of two 
acres and a half in extent, with the longest side 
towards the river Cleddy ; it is defended on all sides, 
except on the east, where it is protected by a natural 
ravine, by a lofty rampart of great breadth, and has 
onl}r one entrance, at the south-eastern angle. About 
a mile to the south of the town is the anc^nt village 
of Tempkion, so called from its having been the re- 
sort of the Knights Templars of Slebech, who were 
accustomed to pursue tl)e diversion of hunting at 
this place ; the cottages in this village have an ap- 
pearance of great age ; and the remains of numerous 
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ruined buildings, together with the tradition that 
there was once a church or chapel of ease here, on 
the site of which is a building, subsequently used by 
a congregation of Unitarian dissenters, but now io 
ruins, afford evidence of its having* been a place of 
greater importance : a large cattle fair is held in the 
village on the 12th of November. Grove in the 
parish, is chiefly remarkable as having been the 
patrimonial inheritance of the celebrated Colonel 
Foyer, who so gallantly defended Pembroke Castle 
during the parliamentary war, and who, together 
with Colonels Laugharne and Powell, was tned by 
Cromwell for high treason, and sentenced to suffer 
death. Cromwell being prevailed upon to spare the 
lives of two, three papers were folded up, on two of 
which was written " Life given by God,** and the 
third, which was blank, having fallen by lot to Co- 
lonel Poyer, he was shot in G)vent Garaen, on the 
25th of April, 1649: from this circumstance, the 
family motto, ^^Sors est contra me," has been taken. 
A field on the estate commands a most extensive 
prospect over the counties of Cardigan, Camiarthen, 
Glamorgan, and Pembroke, in Wales, and over those 
of Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset, in England. 

NASH, an extra-parochial district, adjoining 
the parish of Ll^^sworney, in the hundred of Cow- 
bridge, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
2 miles (s. w. by w.) from Cowbridge ; containing 
10 inhabitants. This place, which is situated in the 
south-eastern part of the county, and within a short 
distance of tne Bristol Channel, comprises about 
three hundred acres of rich arable and pasture land, 
inclosed and in a good state of cultivation. The 
ancient seat of the Cames, now the residence of a 
descendant of that family, is a spacious mansion, 
chiefly erected in the reign of Elizabeth ; the grounds, 
which are tastefully disposed, comprehend some pleas- 
ingly diversified scenery, and the distant views are 
not destitute of interest A chapel for the family 
was formerly regularly served ; but divine service 
has not been performed in it within the memory of 
the oldest inhabitant. 

NASH, a parish, in the hundred of Castle- 
martin, union and county of Pembroke, South 
Wales, 2 miles (n. e.) from Pembroke ; containing 
140 inhabitants. This parish, which is situated in 
the southern part of the county, and near a small 
inlet from Milford Haven, comprises a moderate 
portion of land, in a good state or cultivation. The 
surrounding scenery, though not distinguished by 
any striking peculiarity of feature, is generally pleas- 
ing ; and me adjacent country affords some interest- 
ing objects, and some views which are not destitute 
of beauty. The great turnpike-road leading from 
Narberth to Pembroke passes through the southern 
part of the parish, of which the rateable annual value 
is returned at £580. 15. The living is a rectory^ 
with Upton annexed, rated in the king's books at 
£6. 12. 8^. ; present net income, £190, with a glebe- 
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house ; patron, Rev. William Evans : the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £80 ; and there 
is a glebe of about 26| acres, valued at £55 per 
annum. The church is a very ancient structure, 
remarkable for the rude simplicitv of its architecture, 
and is said to have been erected by one of the earliest 
Norman proprietors of Upton Castle. 

NEATH (CAS- 
TELL NEDD), a bo- 
rough, market-town, and 
parish, and the head of a 
union, in the hundred of 
Neath, county of Gla- 
morgan, South Wales, 
35 miles (w. n. w.) from 
Cardiff, and 197 (w.) 
from London, on the road 
from Cardiff to Swansea; 
containing^ 4919 inhabit- 
ants. This place, which is by all antiquaries allowed 
to have been the ^^ Nidum** of the Romans, derives 
its name from the river on which it is situated, and 
of which the Welsh name, « Nidd," or " Nedd,'' is 
pronounced nearly as the English word Neath. In 
the twelfth Iter oi Antoninus it is mentioned, under 
the above appelladon, as beinj; situated on the Ro- 
man road between Leucarum (Lou&^hor) and Booiumj 
at or near the present village of Boverton, to the 
south of Cowbridge. Though repeated and minute 
researches have been made at various times, no mili- 
tary works have yet been discovered which mark 
out, with any degree of precision, the exact site of 
the station. The churchyard, which is of consider- 
able extent, and in the form of a parallelogram, with 
a small elevation at the western side, has with some 
depee of probability been considered the site of the 
original camp ; and, within the last few years, two 
Roman coins and a cameo are said to have been 
found in the garden adjoining the rectory-house, 
which is not more than twenty yards from the spot 
After the conquest of Glamorganshire by Fitz- 
Hamon, Richard de Granville, one of his knights, 
obtained a grant of the honour and lordship of Neath, 
with the pnvilege of exercising jura r^^o/to, and all 
the other riehts of a lordship marcher. The castle, 
of which only a small portion is at present remain- 
ing, is said to have formed part of the possessions of 
lestyn ab Owrean, by whom it is supposed to have 
been originally i>uilt ; but it is certain that Richard 
de Granville, if not the founder, materially improved 
it : the church, which is in its immediate vicinity, 
is thought to have been originally a chapel for the 
accommodation of the garrison, and to have been 
subsequently enlarged and appropriated to the use 
of the parishioners. 

The same Richard, in the reign of Henry I., 
with the concurrence of his wife Constance, gave 
their chapel belonging to the castle, with all its en- 
dowments, a considerable tract of waste land in the 
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neighbourhood, and other property, to the abbot of 
the convent of Grey friars at Savigny, near Lyons, 
in France, for the erection and endowment of a 
similar monastery near the town of Neath. A mag- 
nificent abbey was consequently built in the neigh- 
bourhood, from designs by a celebrated architect 
from Palestine, named Lalys, who also erected 
several churches and other public buildinfl;8 in South 
Wales. The abbey, which was at first dedicated to 
the Holy Trinity, was subsequently occupied by 
brethren of the Cistercian order; but it does not 
appear to have been dependent upon any foreign 
religious establishment, or to have been regarded as 
an alien priory, as it continued to flourish till the 
time of the general dissolution, when its revenue was 
£150. 4. 9. per annum. During the protracted war- 
fare between the lords marcher and the native chief- 
tains, however, one of the latter, named Morgan ab 
Owain, burned this monastery, killing four of tlie 
servants and one of the monks, and committed great 
ravages on its lands. The ruins of this venerable 
pile, which once afforded an asylum to the unfortu- 
nate Edward of Carnarvon, are among the most in- 
teresting specimens of ancient ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture in tne principality, and are noticed under the 
article on Cadoxton, in which parish they are situ- 
ated. Soon after the accession of Stephen, Grufydd 
ab Rh^, having laid waste the Norman possessions 
in Cardiganshire, advanced into the territory of Gla- 
morgan ; and the Norman lords, rallying their forces 
in the neighbourhood of this town, were here attacked 
by the Welsh army, led on by the sons of Caradoc 
ab lestyn, who were lords of the district between the 
rivers Tawe and Avon, and a sanguinary conflict 
ensued, in which three thousand men are said to have 
fallen by the sword : the Normans were completely 
routed, and the few that survived the battle were 
compelled to seek an asylum in the castles of 
Gower. About a century after this event, the 
town, which had been burnt to the ground in 1185, 
was again taken, and the inhabitants were nearly 
exterminated by Morgan Gam and Llewelyn, in 
1231. 

The TOWN is pleasantly situated on the eastern 
bank of the nav^ble river Neath, over which is a 
bridge, and in the beautiful Vale of Neath, which 
abounds with rich and finely varied scenery. The 
vale, which expands to a considerable breadth at this 
place, and is open on both sides to the adjacent 
country, b remarkable for the salubrity of its air, 
and is finely sheltered from the colder winds by the 
lofty hills with which it is surrounded, without being 
at all confined. The town has recently undergone 
extensive improvement, and several of the streets 
have been considerably widened and well paved ; the 
houses, which have been modernized, are in general 
respectable, and there are some of handsome appear- 
ance. A reading-room, supported by public sub- 
scription, has been established ; and occasional con- 
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certs atid balls take place at the Castle hotel, which 
affords excellent accommodation to the numerous 
visiters who are attracted to this place by the inter- 
esting scenery in the neighbourhood, and the beauti- 
ful cascades with which me Vale of Neath abounds^ 
•f which an account will be found in the articles 
on the parishes of Cadoston, Ystradvelltey, Pon- 
dering &c. 

From its situation in a populous district, surrounded 
by extensive copper, iron, tin, and chemical Works, 
the town has been for some years increasing in 
importance as a place of commerce : the almost 
inexhaustible mines of coal being more than suffi- 
cient for the supply of the town and neighbourhood, 
and of the various works in the environs, great quan- 
tities are annuallv shipped off to the lower parts of 
Somersetshire, l3evonshire, and Cornwall, and to 
Ireland. It is computed that one hundred tJiousand 
tons are brought down the vale by the Neath canal 
alone, for exportation. At Neath Abbey, about a 
mile from the town, are some iron-works, established 
in 1792, and conducted on a very large scale ; con- 
sisting of two blast furnaces for the making of iron 
from the ore, an iron foundry for casting the various 
parts of engine and mill work, and an engine factory. 
From this place most of the iron-works in the prin- 
cipality have been furnished with their powerful 
engines for blowing the furnaces used in the mlmu- 
facture of iron, and for the rolling of that metal ; 
and the copper-works have also beeji supplied with 
rolling-engines, and with the reauisite machinery 
for the manufacture of copper. Many of the large 
pumping-engines now' in operation m the mining 
districts of Cornwall were made in this establishment, 
which has also supplied the Anglo- Mexican and Real 
del Monte mining companies with steam-engines for 
draining their mines; engines for maritime uses^ 
and locomotive engines on rail and tram roads, have 
likewise been made to a very considerable extent. 
The number of persons employed in these works, 
and in the collieries and mines connected with them, 
averages about four hundred* The coj^r-works 
are situated to the south of Neath Abbey, on the 
western bank of the river, and form two establish- 
ments, called the Crown and the Mines Royal Works, 
belonging respectively to the Crown and the Mines 
Royal Copper companies. The tin-work^ wre on the 
banks of the river and of the canal, about one mile 
and a half above the town ; and on the eastern sid6 
of the river, a little below the town, are some exten- 
sive chemical works. 

The port is a creek to that of Swansea : the eX" 
ports are coal, culm, copper, iron, iron-castings, 
spelter, fire-bricks, oak timber, bark, and wool; Sue 
imports are copper and iron ores, corn^ flour, foreign 
timber, black-jack, and groceries and other articles of 
general consumption. The port is at Briton- Ferry^ 
about two jniles and a quarter below the bridge at 
Neath, by the course of the river : vessels of up- 
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wards of 300 tons' burthen can sail up to the town, 
but the trade is generally carried on by means of 
barges communicating witn Briton-Ferry. The con- 
struction of a floating harbour within the borough^ 
on the left bank of the river, was once in contempla- 
tion, but the design has been abandoned. The har<^ 
hour has been greatly improved at an expense of 
£3000, which was defrayed conjointly by the Neath 
Canal Company and the proprietors of the works in 
the neighbourhood ; and tw alterations that have 
been made have been productive of considerable 
benefit The Neath caned extends from Briton- 
Ferry to Abernant, near the head of the vale, a dis- 
tance of thirteen miles: at Aber^Dulas, about a mile 
and a half above the town, it is united by a stone 
aqueduct of eleven arches with the Swansea and 
Neath junction canal, by means of which the mineral 
riches on either side of the vale may be conveyed to 
the port of Swansea : the latter canal is remarkable 
for being carried through a distance of nine miles 
without a lock. The marheti which is well supplied 
with corn and with provisions of ^verv kind, is on 
Wednesday; and the fairs are on the Tnursday after 
Trinity Sunday, July 31st, and September 12tL la 
1835 an act was obtained for removing the market 
and providing another market-place. 

Neath, having become united to the great lord- 
ship of Glamorgan, was one of the places which ob- 
tained from Edward II. a new cuahtkr, conferring 
upon it valuable immunities, and granted through 
the influence of that monarch's favourite, the younger 
Hugh Spencer, among whose possessions this lord- 
ship was included* It is nevertheless regarded as a 
borough by prescription, though it has a charter 
bestowed in the reign of James II., which is ad- 
dressed to the '^ Reeve, Aldermen, and Burgesses,*' 
and vested the government in a portreeve, twelve 
aldermen, and an indefinite number of burgessei. 
The members of the corporation in 1835, when the 
act of dth and 6th of William IV. c« 76, was passed^ 
for changing the constitution of boroughs, comprised 
a constable of the castle, a portreeve, twelve aldcN 
men> eight capital burgesse% a recorder, two coBHnoa 
attornies, two serjeants-at-maoe, a laver keeper, two 
haywards^ two ale-tastets, &c. TLe constable ot 
the castle was appointed by the lord of the borough, 
and the recorder by the constable; the portifeeve 
was chosen on the 9th of November every year by 
the constable, from three aldermen nominated by 
their own body on the 27th of September previous ; 
and the common attornies, ivho acted as treasurer^ 
were elected from among Uie freemen by the alder- 
men and capital burgesses, who also named four 
burgesses, two of them to be elected as serjeants-at- 
mace by the constable of the castle : on a vacancy 
occurring among the body of aldermen, the remain- 
ing aldermen filled up the number. 

By the act of William IV., the corporation is 
styled the ^^ Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses^" and 
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consists of a mayor, four aldermen, and twelve 
coaneillors, together constituting the council of the 
borough, of which the municipal and parliamentary 
limits are the same. The council elect the mayor 
annually on November 9th out of the aldermen or 
councillors; and the aldermen trienniully from amon)( 
the councillors, or persons qualified as such, one half 
going out of office every three years, but re-eligible i 
the councillors are chosen annually on November 1st 
by and from among the enrolled burgesses, one-third 
going out of office annually. The aldermen and 
councillors must have a property qualification of 
£500, or be rated at £15 annual value. The 
burgesses consist of the occupiers of houses and 
rfiops who have been rated for three years to the 
relief of the . poor, if resident householders within 
seven miles; and a valid title to be a burgess is 
acquirable by descent, marriage, marriage-settle* 
teent, devise, or promotion to any benefice or office, 
in which case occupancy and the payment of rates 
by the predecessor may oe reckoned. Two auditors 
and two assessors are elected annually on March 1st 
by and out of the burgesses ; and the council appoint 
a town-clerk, treasurer, and other officers on Novem* 
ber 9th. The income of the borough, as retCirned to 
parliament by the commissioners for enquiring into 
the constitution and working of the municipal corpo- 
rations in England and Wales, was derived from the 
following sources ; namely, £83. 8. 6. rents of houses 
and land; £60 annual dividends upon canal shares; 
£20 arising from market tolls; £8, consisting of 
small fees lor the use of the standard corn measure ; 
about £100 received by the portreeve as tolls and 
port dues ; and £27, the property of the layer keeper : 
the whole producing aoout £300 a year, subiect, 
however, to a charge of £42 per annum, payable to 
a person during life, in consideration of bis having 
given up a lease of premises required for the im- 
provement of the town. Two alienations of real 
property appear to have been made by the corpora- 
tion within the last half century; the first in 1801, 
when land was sold to Mrs. Miers for a sum of 
£1500, a considerable part of which was ultimately 
applied towards the building of the present town- 
hall ; and the second in the year 1825, when a piece 
of land was disposed of to Mr. Whittington for £500, 
that amount being needed for the satisfaction of a 
debt owing to him for the fitting-up of the edifice. 
It also appears that every burgess was formerly en- 
titled to receive from the lord of the manor thirteen 
loads of coal annually, being one load every four 
weeks, upon payment of one shilling per load; but 
this privilege ceased to be enjoyed about forty years 
since ; and it is not now known in what right it was 
claimed. 

Neath is one of eight contributory borouglis which 

return a member to parliament : of these, Swansea, 

Aberavon, Kenvig, Loughor, and Neath, have, by 

the act of 1832, for " Amending the representation 
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of the People," been constituted a separate district, 
with the privilege of returning a representative. 
The right of election was formerly in the burgesses 
at large, a hundred in number, of whom about twenty 
reside within the borough : it is now, by the act, 
vested in the resident burgesses only, or those within 
seven miles of the town, if duly qualified according 
to its provisions, and in every male person of full 
age occupying, either as owner or as tenant under 
the same landJlord, a house or other premises of the 
annual value of ten pounds and upwards, provided 
he be capable of registering as the act directs : the 
present number of tenements of this value, within 
the limits of the borough, which were altered by the 
Boundary Act, and are minutely described in the 
Appendix to this work, is about one hundred and 
eighty. The corporation claim, but since 1798 have 
not exercised, the right of holding a court of pleas 
for the recovery of debts to any amount; and a 
court baron was held until 1816 oy the constable of 
the castle, for debts under forty shillings. The 
Midsummer quarter-sessions for tne county, and the 
petty-sessions for the hundred, take place at Neath, 
which has also been made a polling-station in the 
election of knights for the shire. The town^hall is a 
neat and commodious edifice, in the Grecian style 
of architecture, with a handsome receding portico of 
the Ionic order; but, being out of the line of the 
principal thoroughfare, it is not seen to advantage. 
The upper part of the building contains a spacious 
council-chamber, with a jury-room and apartments 
for the petty-sessions and other business of the local 
magistracy ; and the lower part is appropriated to 
the use of the corn market 

The LIVING is a rectory, with Lantwit annexed, 
rated in the king's books at £16. 2. 3^. ; present net 
income, £353, with a glebe-house ; patron, Henry 
J. Grant, Esq. The church, decticated to St. Thomas 
the Apostle, is a spacious and ancient structure, of 
which the nave was rebuilt about a century since ; 
the interior is handsome and commodiousfy fitted 
up, and a fiue-toned organ was presented by the late 
Sir R. H. Mackworth, Bart There are two places 
of worship each for Independents and Wesleyans, 
and one each for Baptists, the Society of Friends, 
Calvinistic Methodists, and Unitarians, ^r. John 
Davies, in 1719, bequeathed £200 to be laid out in 
the purchase of land for the erection and endowment 
of a free school ; with which sum two tenements, 
called Br^ndare and Ynyscoed, containing toeetfaer 
about eighty-four acres, have been purchased; but 
the original intention of the testator has not yet been 
fully carried into effect The interest of d£500. 
which had been received in lieu of the accumulated 
rent of these farms, and from sales of timber, toge* 
ther with the interest of £100 left by the late Mr. 
Gwyn, has, in the interim, been appropriated in aid 
of a National school for boys and girls, held in a shop 
under a gift of Mr. Grant, of Gtioll Castle, aod 
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wbich 18 also partly supported by subscription and and has been recently modernized : the principal 

the proceeds of an annual sermon. The rental of front consists of a centre, with wings and two semi- 

the two farms, together with £100 left by William circular towers; and the grounds, which are exten- 

Cross, in 1785, and £30, its accumulated interest, is sive, are laid out with great taste. Of the ancient 

under the management of the rector, churchwardens, castle of Neath only some small portions in the lower 

and overseers. The school contains 120 boys and part of the town, near the river, are at present re- 

100 girls; the salary of the master is £45, and that maining; and of the walls that once encompassed 

of the mistress £30, per annum ; the master also re- the town there are no vestiges, 
ceives 2s. 6d. per annum for each boy, and the mis- NEATH- GENOL, or MIDDLE (NEDD- 

tress the same for each girl, exceeding 50. There GENOL, or GANOL), a township, in the parish 

are six other day s<:;hoois, in which about 70 boys of Cadoxton, union and hundred of Neath, county 

and 70 girls are instructed at the expense of their of Glamorgan, South Wales, 10 miles (n. £•) 

parents; and a day and boarding school, in which from Neath; containing 262 inhabitants* Thistown- 

about 35 children are also paid for by their parents, ship is finely situated in the richly fertile and highly 

Two Sunday schools afford gratuitous instruction to picturesque Vale of Neath; the surrounding scenery 

about 200 males and females, one of them supported is beautifully diversified, and from the higher erronnds 

by the minister of the parish, and the other con- are some interesting views. The Neath cansd termi- 

ducted by Calvinistic Methodists ; and in two in- nates within its limits, find a short rail-road proceeds 

fonts' schools, maintained partly by subscription and thence to the coal-pits in the neighbourhood : the 

partly by a weekly payment of Id. from each child, roads from Brecknock and Merthyr-Tydvil to Neath 

about 160 are taught. unite here, the line then proceeding along the vale 

There are various charitable bequests for distribu- between the canal and the right bank of the river, 

tion among the poor, principally in bread, among Aberpergwm, the ancient seat of the family of Wil- 

which are £2 per annum left by Evan Leyson, in liams, is a fine old mansion, situated in grounds 

1634; £1 by William Cross, in 1785; and £3. 16. tastefully disposed, and comprehending mu<£ pleas- 

t>aid out of the parish rates, as interest due upon a ing scenery. Oliver Cromwell, who was in some 

egacy bequeathed by John Davies, which is sup- degree related to tlie ancestor of the present pro- 

posed to have been appropriated to parochial uses, in pnetor, is said to have halted at this place on his wav 

the repairs of an almshouse in Water-street, left by to Milford Haven (where he was going to embark 

John Gibbs, in 1670, as an habitation for four poor for Ireland), and to have despatched messengers to 

widows, but which has been so enlarged as to be now acqnaaint the femily with his arrival, and to demand 

capable of accommodating 12 objects of the charity : their good offices in forwarding his expedition, in- 

Mr. Davies also assigned \0s. per annum for ringing forming them at the same time of the degree^ of 

the curfew bell. A oequest of £5 to the poor, by affinity which subsisted between them ; but receiving 

Mary Jones, in 1743, has been unproductive. The no encouraorement from the family, who were zea- 

poor law union, of which this town is the head, was lously attached to the royal cause, he fired a few 

formed September 2nd, 1836, and comprises the fol- shots over the mansion by way of intimidation, and 

lowing twenty-nine parishes and townships ; namely, departed without offering any further violence. This 

Blaen-Honddan, Coed-Frank; Higher, Middle, and account, which has hitherto been supported by tradi- 

Lower iSfeath; Higher and Lower Dylas, Dy- tion only, derives corroborative testimony from the 

fryn-Clydach, Ynys-y-Mond, Lantwit juxta Neath, discovery of some cannon balls, on turning up the 

Clyne, Resolven, Upper and Lower Michaelston ground near the house, in the year 1831. In the 

super Avon, Higher and Lower Baglan, Glyn-Corwg, grounds of the mansion stands a chapel of ease to the 

Blaen-Gwrach, xligher and Lower Llansamlet, Kily- parochial church ; and there is a day school, contain- 

bebill, Llanguicke, Aberavon, Briton- Ferry, Margam, mg about 35 children, which is partly supported by 

and Neath, in the county of Glamorgan; and Upper payments from the children, but pnncipally by W. 

and Lower Ystradgunlais, and Ystradvelltey, in the Williams, Esq. On a hill above the house are traces 

shire of Brecknock. It is under the superintendence of the Via Julia Montana^ or Roman road leading 

of 33 guardiaits, and contains a population of 32,627. from Brecknock to Nidum (Neath). Near the side 

WiAin the parish is Gnoll Castle^ formerly the of this road was a stone with a Roman inscription, 

seat of Sir Herbert Mackworth, Bart., whose widow which Mr. Llwyd, in his communications for Bishop 

conveyed it by marriage to Capel Hanbury Leigh, Gibson's edition of Camden, reads Marci Caritini 

Esq., of Pontypool Park, in the county of Monmouth, Jilii Berici : it has been removed, and is now placed 

from whom it was purchased by Henry J. Grant, in a grotto within the grounds of Gnoll Castle. On 

Esq., to whom, as proprietor of the estate, belongs the same eminence, and near the site of the above 

also the custody of the castle and the lordship of the stone, are two barrows surrounded by circular in- 

borough. The mansion, which possesses all the mag- trenchments. In the township is also the seat of 

nificence of a baronial residence, is a conspicuous John Edwards Vau^han, Esq., a splendid mansion, 

object from all parts of the circumjacent country, situated in a beautifully picturesque portion of the 
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Tale, of which it commands an interesting view, and 
surrounded with thriving and luxuriant plantations. 
Among the various features of natural beauty by 
which the scenery of the vale is distinguished, are the 
frequent cascades formed by the collected waters 
after excessive rains upon the mountains, which are 
precipitated thence into the valley. 

NEATH (NEDD) LOWER, a township, in 
the parish of Cadoxton, union and hundred of 
Neath, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
3 miles (n. e.) from Neath; containing 254 inha- 
bitants. The place is beautifully situated in the 
Vale of Neath, which abounds with strikingly pictur- 
esque and richly varied scenery; and from the hills 
in this part of the vale descend numerous mountain 
streams, forming small but beautiful cascades, that 
enliven the scene, and add beauty and variety to 
the landscape. The whole of the district is exceed- 
ingly rich in mineral treasure : iron-stone and coal 
are found in great abundance and of excellent qua- 
lity; and at \ nys-y-Gerwyn, in the township, some 
works have been established, on a moderate scale, 
for extracting the metal from the copper slag, which 
afford employment to a portion of tne inhabitants. 
The Neath canal, which commences near Briton- 
Ferry, and extends for thirteen miles to Abernant, 
crosses the Vale and river of Neath near this place. 

NEATH (NEDD) UPPER, a township, in 
the parish of Cadoxton, union and hundred of 
Neath, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
12 miles (n. e.) from Neath; containing 906 inha- 
bitants. This place is pleasantly situated in one 
of the finest portions of the Vale of Neath, and in 
the midst of an extensive district abounding with 
mineral wealth ; the surrounding scenery, like that 
which prevails throughout this part of the country, 
abounds with variety and beauty. Within the limits 
of the township is the small but pleasant village of 
Olyn Neath, a convenient resting-place between 
Neath and Merthyr-Tydvil, where an excellent inn 
and posting-house has been established for the ac- 
commodation of persons travelling on that line of 
road. About two miles higher up the vale is the 
little village of Pont Neath Vaughan, so called from 
a bridge at this place over the Lesser Neath, which 
river here separates the counties of Brecknock and 
Glamorgan. In the township is a day school, con- 
taining 30 children, mostly girls, and partly sup- 
ported by sums from the children and partly by W. 
Williams, Esq., who pays for nearly half: also two 
Sunday schools, one of which, appertaining to Inde- 
pendents, consists of about 80 males and 25 females; 
the other, belonging to Calvinistic Methodists, of 
about 70 males and females. The vicinity contains 
iron-stone and coal, which are worked upon a very 
extensive scale, affording employment to many of 
the inhabitants. In the veins of coal are frequently 
discovered beautiful specimens of the British dia- 
mond, which are found at a great depth in the mines. 
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NERQUIS (NERCWYS), a chapelry, in the 
parish and hundred of Mold, union of HolywelL) 
county of Flint, North Wales, 2^ miles (s.) from 
Mold; containing 482 inhabitants. It comprises 
about 1881 acres, and is situated in a well-cultivated 
country, the population being almost exclusively 
agricultural : there is an old mansion, erected in 1638, 
by a branch of the Wynne family. Some plantations 
have been made within the last thirty years, by W. 
M. Thackeray, Esq., M.D. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, endowed with £600 royal bounty; present 
net income, £92 ; patron. Vicar of Mold : the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £258. 14. 7., 
of which £215. 4. 8^. is the amount payable to Ro- 
bert Knight, Esq., the impropriator, and £43. 9. 10^. 
that to the perpetual curate. The chapel, dedicated 
to St. Mary, is a neat edifice with a handsome steeple, 
and contains a richly decorated niche in the interior, 
in which was anciently a figure of the Virgin. Divers 
benefactions, amounting in the whole to £11. 12. 6. 
per annum, have been made for the instruction of 
children, principally arising from a sum of £9. 10., 
a portion of a larger grant for the purpose by Griffith 
Roberts, of Holt, in 1664, who also gave £3 per 
annum to the curate for six lectures: the school- 
house was erected by Mrs. Hyde, of Nerquis Hall, 
who left £100, the interest to be applied to keep it in 
repair; and Mrs. Giflfard has built a house as a resi- 
dence for the master. About £4 per annum, derived 
from several donations, secured on the Shrewsbury 
and Wrexham turnpike-trust, are distributed among 
the poor on Good Friday and St Thomas's-day. 

NEVERN, a parish, in the union of Cardigan, 
hundred of Kemmes, county of Pembroke, South 
Wales, 2 miles (e. n. e.) from Newport, and 8 
(s. w. by w.) from Cardigan, the post-town; con- 
taining 1625 inhabitants. This place derives its name 
from the river Nevern, so called from the Welsh 
Niver, *^ a number,'** on account of its being formed 
by the union of numerous rivulets that intersect the 
parish, and flow together in one considerable stream 
into St George's Channel. Martin de Tours, a 
Norman knight, who, having attended William the 
Conqueror, was rewarded for his service by a grant 
of territory on the coast of Devonshire, embarked an 
expedition for the invasion of such parts of the prin- 
cipality as he might find most easily assailable, landed 
his troops at Fisnguard, and made himself master of 
the lordship of Kemmes. For thie protection of his 
newly acquired territory, which became one of the 
lordships marcher, he either erected a fortress at this 
place, or strengthened one previously built, which he 
made his residence, and which descended to his son 
William, who, having strengthened his interest by 
marrying the daughter of Rhvs ab Grufydd, aban- 
doned this seat of his father, called Llanhy vor Castle, 
of which there are some remains on a hill above 
the church, for one that he had built on a more 
magnificent scale at Newport 
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The parish, which is very large, extending from 
the sea to the foot of the Percelly mountains, is 
situated on the shore of Cardigan bay, in a beauti- 
fully diversified and fertile district, and comprehends 
some of the most picturesque and romantic scepery 
in the county of Pembroke, beine intersected by a 
deep wooded dingle, through which flows the Ne- 
vern, the banks of which are occasionally formed 
into rocks of jfantastic character, while in the lower 
part, near Newport bay, stands the village: the 
prospects from tne higher grounds are also pleasing 
and extensive. The high road from Newport to 
Cardigan passes near it, and by far the greater por- 
tion of the parish is inclosed and cultivated. The 
coast is generally bold and in some parts precipitous, 
with a good depth of water close to the shore. 
The rateable annual value has been returned at 
£4788. 2. 6. There were formerly several ancient 
mansions, inhabited by some of Uie most opulent 
families in the county; but, with very few excep- 
tions, they have been abandoned by their proprie- 
tors, and are at present in the occupation of tenants. 
Llwyngwair is an elegant mansion, pleasantly situ- 
ated on the margin of the river Nevem, and nearly 
within a mile of its mouth; and among the other 
seats are Burry, Cwmgloyn, and Henllys, the last 
once the residence of the ancient lords of Kemmes, 
and of that distinguished antiquary and scholar 
George Owen, lord of Kemmes, in the reigns of 
Elizabeth and James I. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, with Kilgwyn 
annexed, rated in the king's books at £8, and in tlie 
patronage of the Crown; present net income, £174, 
with a glebe-house: the impropriation belongs to 
Mrs. Atwood. The advowson, which was once ap- 
pendant to the lordship of Kemmes, was alienated by 
deed, bearing date ld47, to Bishop Hoton, who ap- 
propriated it to his new college of Sl Mary at St. 
David's, from which, on the suppression of religious 
houses, h reverted to the Crown. The church is 
said to have been originally founded in the sixth 
century, by St. Brynach, or Byrnach, to whom it is 
dedicated, and rebuilt by some of the Norman lords 
of Kemmes : the present is an ancient and venerable 
structure, in the Norman style of architecture. In 
the churchyard, to the south of the porch, is the 
shaft of an ancient British cross, elaborately wrought, 
and bearing an inscription near the centre, whicli is 
almost obliterated: it consists of a single stone, 
thirteen feet liigh, two feet broad, and eight feet 
thick, with a circular top charged with a cross, and 
carved on all sides with other crosses, and knots of 
various shapes. On the north side of the church- 
yard was another stone, six feet high, with the 
inscription ** vmatiani emeriti," but this has been 
for some time removed. In the chapelry of Kilgwyn, 
in the parish, is a chapel of ease, dedicated to St 
Mary ; and there are places of worship for Baptists, 
Independents, and Calvinistic Methodists. A day 
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school affords instruction to 40 children ai thmr 
parents' expense ; about 50 children daily, and 80 on 
Sundays, are taught in a school, maintained by the 
Trustees of Mrs. Be van's charity ; and there are 
three Sunday schools, gratuitously conducted, and 
containing 290 males and femaleis. Mr. William 
Rogers, of Kensington, bequeathed £800 in the 
three per cents, to the poor, the dividends arising 
from which, amounting to £24 per annum, are 
annually distributed in barley and beef on the Slst 
of December, in shares of between two and three 

fallons of barley and two and three pounds of bee£ 
fear Pentre Evan, in the parish, are the remains of 
one of the largest cromlechs in the principality : the 
table stone is eighteen feet in length and nine feet 
wide, and is supported on three coarse upright 
stones, from seven to eight feet high : it is oonsi- 
dered not to be surpassea in size and height by aav 
other Druidical monument in Wales or England, 
except Stonehenge and Abury. 

NEVIN, or NEVYN, a borough, marketrtown, 
and parish, in the union of Pwllheli, hundred of 
DiNLLAEM, county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 
20 miles (s. w. by s.) from Carnarvon, and 270 
(w. N. w.) from London, by Carnarvon ; containing 
1656 inhabitants. The origin of this place is not 
accurately known ; but from some remains of strong 
intrenchnients, evidently of Roman construction, 
near the harbour called " Perth yn ll;^n," or " Forth 
Dinllaen," about a mile from the present town, on a 
narrow headland jutting out into the sea, and wfaidi 
protects it from the violence of westerly winds, it is 
supposed to have been a port frequented by the 
Romans. Of its early history little is recorded pre- 
viously to the final subjugation of Wales by Edward 
I.^ at which time it appears to have been a place of 
some importance, and to have been selected by that 
monardi, in the year 1264, for the celebration of a 
triumphant festival in honour of his entire conquest 
of the principality. Probably with a view to con- 
ciliate the affections of the Welsh, or to amuse or 
flatter their military spirit, Edward, upon this ocoir 
sion, resolved to hold a round table, in complini^i^ 
to their renowned hero Arthur, the supposed founder 
of that custom, and a grand tournament, which was 
attended not only by all the English nobility, bu^ 
also by some of the most distinguished knights fncun 
foreign countries, who took part in the proceedings, 
in which Edward hin»elf acquired great disdnetiofl. 
The concourse of persons assembled upon this occa- 
sion is by all writers represented as very great; Bni 
traces of the circular earthwork within which the 
military feats took place may still be seen on the 
road to Edern. In the reign of Edward III., E^* 
ward the Black Prince, in the twelfth year of his 
investiture with the principality of Wales, granted 
the place to Nigel de Lohureyn, in reward for bis 
faithful services and gallant conduct on the field of 
Poictiers ; and by chiuter, dated at Carnarvon, made 
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the town a free borough, bestowed upon the bur^ 
gesseg a guild mercatory, and two anniKd £ur8 and a 
market, and endowed it with all the privileges en* 
jojred by royal boroughs, together with the Hber* 
ties and customs heretofore conferred upon New«- 
borough, in the county ef Anglesey. Early in the 
present century, a scheme was proneeted for the 
improvement of the place and neighbourhood, by 
bringiiui^ a new line of road across the Traeth Mawr 
from Merionethshire to Forth- Dinllaen, close to the 
town, by building a pier and cimstructin^ a harbour 
here, and by making the port a station for the 
packets to Ireland, in lieu et Holyhead. For this 
purpose an act was obtained in 1 806, under the pro* 
visions of which a conopaiiy was incorporated for 
carrying the plan into eRect ; but on a second appU* 
cation to partiament for further aid, after aome pro- 
gress had been made in the work, the undertaking 
was abandoned. 

The TOWN is situated on the shore of St George's 
Channel, at the base of the Eivl mountains, and near 
the bay of Nevin, which is separated only by a small 
headland frcmi the broad, sandy, and secure bay of 
Porth-Dinllaen : the houses are irregularly built 
and of mean appearance, and the streets are neither 
paved nor lignted, but the inhabitants are abund* 
antly supplied with good water from a lai^e well in 
the centre of the town, the stream from which runs 
parallel with the greater part of the main street. 
The surrounding scenery is boldly varied, chiefly of 
mountainous character; and the coast in the neigh- 
bourhood is abrupt and rocky, being occasionally 
broken by several creeks, with secure anchorage for 
boats and small craft during the fishing season; 
among these may be noticed Towyn, Colman, Gwy* 
Ian, and Y^adan. Though good roads from Car«> 
narvon and Tremadoc have been made to the town, 
affording a facility of intercourse with those places, 
there is neither any manufooture carried on, nor any 
trade except what arises from the situation of the 
place upon the sea-shore, and which consists only in 
shipping eggs, poultry, and pigs, in exchange for 
coal, to Liverpool, with which a regular communica-» 
tion is kept up by means of steam packets. The 
market is held weekly on Saturday, but is very ill 
attended; and fairs occur on April 1 1th, Aug. 18th, 
and October 2Dtb : the rateable annual value of the 
parish is £1564. 

The oovERNMENT of the borough, by charter of 
Edward the Black Prinee, which was confirmed by 
Richard II., in the sixth year of his reign, is vested 
in a mayor, deputy mayor, two bailiff, a recorder, 
serieant-at-mace, and borough constable, with an in- 
dennite number of burgesses; under the title of 
** The Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgesses of the town 
and borough of Nevin." The mayor, who holds his 
offioe for life, and the bailiffs, who are chosen an* 
nually, chiefly for the purpose of superintending the 
collection and expenditure of the rents of the cor- 
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poration, are appointed by the freemen at large ; the 
recorder is elected by the mayor. Previously to the 

J ear 1812 the burgesses possessed a right, sanctioned 
y time as well as by documentary evidence, to a 
common of 250 or 300 acres of poor land, which was 
of very great value to inhabitants of limited mean% 
as pasturage for sheep, and for the purpose of cutting 
tuif ; but at that period an act of pariiament was 

Eassed for the inclosure of waste lancb in the neigh* 
ourhood, under the provisions of which this tract 
was allotted to various parties, without reserving 
more than a very inconsiderable portion to the free* 
men; thus increasing the poor rates, and deeply 
wounding the feelings of those who had so long held 
the property, and regarded it as in some degree a 
means of obtaining a livelihood. The evil, however, 
has been inflicted more through the ill execution of 
the act than in consequence of the measure itself; 
since ample power was conferred upon the commis- 
sioners for carrying it into effect, to allot to the 
burgesses such lands as should he a perfect satisfec* 
tion for all their rights. Nevin is one of the ancient 
contributory boroughs within the county, which, 
with Bangor, recently added, return a member to 
parliament : the right of voting was formerly in the 
burgesses at large, m number aooiit forty-five, but is 
now, by the act of 1832, for <* Amending the repre* 
sentation of the People,'^ vested in the resident 
burgesses only, if duly qualified according to its pro* 
visions, and in every male person of full age ocou'- 

f>ying, either as owner or as tenant under the same 
and^rd, a house or other premises of the annual 
value of ten pounds and upwards, provided he be 
capable of registering as tne act directs; and the 
number of tenements of this value, within the limits 
of the borough, which comprises about nine hundred 
acres, and is co-extensive with the parish, is seven* 
teen : the freedom is obtained only by gift of the 
corporation at large. The borough has no separate 
jurisdiction ; but a court leet is held at Michaelmas, 
at which the jury present nuisances, trespasses, &c. ; 
and every fortniglit, on Saturday, a civil court is 
held : the grand lury at Michaelmas consists of bur- 
gesses, thirteen m number, a foreman, and twelve 
jurors, who are summoned by the serjeant-at-mace 
under the direction of the bailiffs. 

The LIVING is a perpetual curacy, in the gift of 
Charles Wynne Griffith Wynne, Esq., owner of the 
great tithes : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £215. 4. 5., of which £190. 4. 5. are 
payable to the impropriator, and £25 to the incum-» 
bent, who also has lands, purchased with £800 royal 
bounty, and let at £48. 10* per annum, and receives 
£16. 18. 10., the produce of £400, parliamentary 
grant The churcli, dedicated to St Peter, was 
rebuilt in 1827, at a cost of about £370, defrayed by 
the landholders of the parish, and is a neat plain 
edifice. There are places of worship for Baptists, 
Independents, and Calvinisdc and Wesleyan Metho^ 
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dists. A day school, conducted on tLe National 
system, contains about 1*20 children, who are partly 
taught at their parents' expense ; and there are five 
Sunday schools, appertaining to various denomina- 
tions of dissenters, and affording gratuitous instruc- 
tion to about 590 males and females. A sequestered 
vale in the vicinity of the town is supposed to have 
been the retreat of Vortigerrij after bis expulsion 
from the throne of England, who is said to have 
occupied a castle here, which, according to monkish 
writers, was destroyed by lightning, himself having 
been killed on the occasion. Tradition still points 
out a small verdant mound as the site of this resi- 
dence ; and near it is a tumulus, now covered with 
turf, called Bedd Gwrtheyrn, or "Vortigem's grave," 
in which, on being opened some years since, was 
found a stone coffin containing the bones of a tall 
man, thought to have been the remains of that un- 
fortunate king. This vale, which from that circum- 
stance is termed Nant Gwrtheyrn^ is embosomed in 
lofty mountains, by the rugged declivities of which 
it is inclosed on every side, except towards the sea : 
and across the bwlch or hollow by which it is ap- 
proached from the interior of the mountains extends 
a large rampart of loose stones. Dr. Johnson was 
once a visiter here with Mrs. Thrale, who was born 
and had property in the neighbourhood, and it is 
said that this circumstance gave him the idea of the 
" happy valley," in " Rasselas." Near Cevn Am- 
wich, an ancient seat to the south of the town, are 
the remains of a large cromlech, designated by the 
common people Coeten Arthur. Between the coast 
at this place and the. English border there appears to 
have been a chain of military posts, originating near 
the town, and passing near Tremadoc into the shire 
of Merioneth, continued thence by Bala, entering 
the county of Denbigh above Pistyll Rhaiadr, and 
proceeding to Old Port near Oswestry, Within two 
miles is the beautiful mansion of Madryn. Br^odoly 
a good house, four miles from the town, pleasantly 
situated on a gentle eminence, as seen from the sea, 
commands an extensive view of a large tract of level 
country, bounded on one side by a chain of moun- 
tains, in the foreground of which Bodvan and Cam 
Madryn are conspicuous, and beyond them the whole 
range of the lofty mountains of Snowdon. 

NEWBOROUGH, a parish, formerly a bo- 
rough, in the union of Carnarvon, hundred of 
Men AT, county of Anglesey, North Wales, 4 
miles (n. w. by w.) from Carnarvon; containing 895 
inhabitants. This place, which derives its present 
name from its having been constituted a free borough 
by Edward I., was anciently called Kh6s Fairy from 
a small church, dedicated to St. Mary, that stood at 
the head of the manor; or, according to Mr. Row- 
lands, more properly Rhds Htr^ from its situation in 
an extensive marshy plain on the eastern side of the 
Malldraeth sands, and near a long dorsal ridge 
covered with heathy which extends from this parish to 
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Mynydd Llwydiarth. Though at present a very in- 
considerable place, it was originally of great import- 
ance, and was for many years the residence of the 
princes of North Wales, who had a palace here, 
where, or at Aberfraw, on the opposite side of the 
Malldraeth sands, they occasionally fixed their seat 
of government, as the exigencies of that turbulent 
period might require. At the time of the final con- 
quest of Wales by Edward I., this place appears to 
have been the chief town in the island, as well as 
the seat of justice for the whole comot of Menai, 
and was annexed by that monarch to the royalties ojf 
the Prince of Wales, who incorporated the burgesses, 
and g^ranted them a guild mercatory and other privi- 
leges, which were afterwards confirmed by a charter 
of the 17th of Eklward IL, by a parliament held in 
the 1st of Edward III., and by charters of Richard 
II. in the 2nd year of his reign, of Henry V. when 
Prince of Wales, Henry IV. in the 2nd of his reign, 
and Henry VI. in his 4th year. In the time of 
Henry VIi., upon a misrepresentation made to that 
sovereign, the assizes and other county business were 
removed from Beaumaris, where they had previously 
been held for more than two hundred and fifty years, 
to Newborough, which thus became the county town. 
In the 15th of Henry VIIL the burgesses obtained 
a new charter, in which all the privileges conferred 
by former ones were recited and confirmed, bat 
which was surrendered in the following year; and 
in the 27th of this reign, Newborough, as the county 
town, in conjunction with its contributory borough^ 
returned a member to parliament; a privilege it 
continued to exercise till the 2nd of Eldward VI., 
when, having greatly declined from its former im- 
portance, it was exempted on its own petition from 
contributing to the expense of supporting a member, 
and the franchise was confined exclusively to Beau- 
maris. In the 2nd and drd of this reign, the as- 
sizes, sessions, and general county business, were 
removed from this town, which had been found in- 
commodious for the purpose, and restored to Beau-' 
maris, after having been held at Newborough for 
forty-five years. Notwithstanding these enactments, 
the bui^esses of Newborough still claimed the privi- 
lege of sharing in the election of a member for 
Beaumaris; but the claim was strenuously resisted 
by the freemen of the latter place, and the case was 
brought to issue in the House of Commons, in 1 709, 
when the right was declared to be in the mayor, 
bailiffs, and capital burgesses of Beaumaris alone : 
similar eflforts to recover the franchise were made in 
1722 and 1724, but with the same result 

The towTij which has now dwindled into an in- 
significant and obscure village, is situated near the 
southern extremity of the island, bordering on the 
extensive sea marshes of Malldraeth, and near the 
mouth of the small river Braint, which falls into the 
Menai strait near Abermenai ferry. The inhabit- 
ants are partly employed in the manufacture of mat- 
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ting, nets, ropes, and cordage, which are here made 
of the rushes that grow in profusion upon the marsh ; 
a few are likewise engaged in fishing. The market, 
which was formerly held weekly, has been discon* 
tinned for many years ; fairs take place on May 1 1th, 
June 29th, August I6th, September 25th, and No- 
vember ] 1th. The corporation continued to exercise 
the powers conferred upon them by their charters, 
until the year 1814, when through some misunder- 
standing, the mayor and recorder resigned their offi- 
ces, and the body was voluntarily dissolved. The 
government was vested in a mayor and recorder, 
appointed by the freemen, the former for a year, and 
the latter during pleasure; and in two bailiflfs, of 
whom one was chosen by the mayor, who, upon his 
election, named another to serve with him ; and it 
was the practice to admit to the freedom any respect- 
able inhabitant proposed by a burgess. Prior to the 
passing of an act of parliament, 55 George III«, 
for ^^ inclosing lands in the parishes of Llangeidwen 
and Newborough,^' the inhabitants extensively exer- 
cised a right of common over a large tract of land 
lying towards the sea, upon which horses, cows, and 
sheep were allowed to graze, and from which many 
thousand loads of turf for fuel were annually pro- 
cured; but since the enactment of that measure 
these privileges have ceased ; for, although a certain 
portion of the land was allotted to the burgesses, it 
was shortly seized to pay the expenses of the act, as 
it was alleged; nor was the quantity assigned of 
equal value with the advantages of which the poor 
were deprived. The rushes above-mentioned, also, 
which were obtained in large quantities for the manu- 
fiicture of matting, must now oe purchased ; and, on 
the whole, to use the language of the commissioners 
for inquiring into the government of municipal cor- 
porations, in 1833, ^^ the state of the poor, since the 
JOSS of their right of common, is on all hands stated 
to be one of severe deprivation." 

The parish includes the small remains of that of 
LtanddwyTij formerly a very extensive district, situ- 
ated to the west of Newborough, on the shore of St 
Georgre's Channel, and of which the whole has been 
destroyed by the encroachments of the sea, or bufied 
under the sands that, during the prevalence of 
strong westerly gales, are drifted over considerable 
portions of the parish of Newborough. Of the an- 
cient church of Llanddwyn only the eastern gable, 
with some portion of the east window, can be seen : 
it was situated on a flat near the sea-shore, and was 
a fine structure, originally founded by Dwynwen, 
the tutelar saint of lovers, to whom it was dedicated, 
about the year 465. The fund arising from the offer- 
ings to the shrine of St. Dwynwen, by her numerous 
votaries, was very great ; and in process of time the 
church became an abbey for monks of the Benedic- 
tine order, who derived a large revenue from the 
resort of strangers, who .came to inquire into their 
future destiny, which was predicted by the leaping 
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of fish and the appearance of the water of a well, 
still called Fynnon Vair, or " St Mary's well." In 
the time of Henry IV. its income was greater than 
that of any other religious house in North Wales, 
and in the survey of Henry VIII. it was the richest 
prebend in all the principality: at present not a 
vestige exists of this noble abbey, and even the 
place where it stood is scarcely with certainty known. 
The last rector of the parish of Llanddwyn was 
Richard Kyffyn, afterwards Dean of Bangor, who, 
according to Mr. Pennant, concerted, in conjunction 
with Sir Rhys ab Thomas and other Welsh chief- 
tains, a plan for placing the Earl of Richmond, after- 
wards Henry VIL, on the throne, and with whom, 
at that time in Brittany, they carried on a corre- 
spondence by means of fishing-vessels from this 
place. Numbers of vessels were formerly lost on 
the rocks on this part of the coast; but the evil has 
been materially removed by the erection of two bea- 
cons on the most prominent rocks, and the construc- 
tion of a break-water at no great distance, which 
have been found highly beneficial to vessels navi- 
gating St. George's Channel: these important im- 
Erovements have been made by the trustees of the 
arbour of Carnarvon. Near Llanddwyn was the 
ferry of Abermenai, now desert^. 

The livitiff of Newborough is a discharged rec- 
tory, rated in the king's books at £9. 10., and in the 
patronage of the Crown ; present net income, £*214. 
The church, dedicated to St. Peter, is a small edifice 
possessing no claims to architectural description ; it 
stands on an eminence in a bleak and exposed situ- 
ation. There are places of worship for Calvinistic 
and Wesleyan Methodists ; and two Sunday schools, 
one belonging to Calvinists and the other to Wesley- 
ans, are conducted by gratuitous teachers, and afford 
instruction to about 320 males and females, books 
being furnished by subscription. The parish claims 
to participate in a benefaction of £3 per annum by 
Ellen Owen, in the parish of Llano^einwen, for ap- 
prenticing a poor boy ; but it has shared in the gift 
only once, when there was no applicant in that place. 
.Two other small beauests haye been rendered void 
under the statute of Mortmain. In the parish is an 
upright stone with a mutilated Latin inscription, 
supposed to have been erected in commemoration of 
some warrior. John Morgan, a blind musician, and 
the most celebrated of the latest performers on the 
ancient instrument called the crwth, was a natiye of 
the place. Newborough gives the title of baron in 
the peerage of Ireland to the family of Wynn. 

NEWBRIDGE, an extensive and populous vil- 
lage^ in the parishes of Llanwonno, Eglwysilan, 
and Lantwit-Vairdre, unions of Cardiff and 
Merthyr-Tydvil, partly in the hundred of Caer- 
philly, but principally in that of Miskin, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, on the turnpike- 
road from Cardiff to Merthyr-Tydvil, 12 miles 
(s. by E.) from Merthyr-Tydvil : the population is 
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returned with the respective parishes. It is situated 
6n both banks of the river 1 ify which here receives 
the Rhondda, and deriir^es its nafii<e from the cele- 
brated bridge called Pont-y-Pridd, over the T^f: 
there are also three other bridges connecting the dif- 
ferent parishes. Its sudden rise, and pros^ressive in- 
crease and importance, are entirely owing to the 
mineral treasures of the neighbournood, and to its 
favourable situation on the line of the Glamorgan- 
shire canal, midway between Merthyr-Tydvil and 
the sea at Cardiff. It has for some time been distin- 
guished for a chain-cable manufactory, usually afford- 
ing employment to about one hundred persons, and 
where, among many other large works, the suspension 
bridges across the Thames at Hammersmith, and 
across the Usk and the Tweed, together with the 
Brighton chain pier, were made. In that part of the 
village which is within the parish of Lantwit-Vairdre 
works have been erected for the manufacture of pa- 
tent wrought iron railway plates ; and, a Kttte lower 
down the river, Mr. Crawshay, of Merthyr, a few 
years since erected numerous cottages for workmen, 
prior to the establisbmlent of tin-milTs, which are now 
completed and in full operation, and they are said to 
be the largest tin-mills in the world. The entire 
length of tne village is not less than a mile ; ainl a 
church has been recently erected in that portion 
situated in the parish of Eglwysilan, with the aid of 
a grant from the Church Commissioners. 

Pont-y-Pridd, otherwise called the New bridge, 
over the river Taf, forms a beautiful and pi<;turesque 
object from the various points at which it is visible ; 
but, owing to the steepness of its ascent, it is some- 
what inconvenient to travellers on horseback, and is 
almost impassable for vehicles heavily laden, which 
ford the stream when practicable. It consists of one 
arch, a hundred and forty feet in the chord, and 
thirty-five feet in height above the level of the river 
at low water, forming the section of a circle of one 
hundred and seventy-five feet in diameter, which, at the 
time of its erection, was considered the largest stone 
arch in the world. At each extremity are three cy- 
lindrical holes, gradually diminishing in size as they 
approach the summit^ introduced to relieve the arch 
from the extreme pressure arising from its abut- 
ments ; the diameter of the lowest is nine feet, that 
of the middle six, atid that of the uppermost four* 
The architect was Mr. William Edwards, a native of 
the parish of Eglwysilan, and a self-taught genius^ 
whose talents procured for him great distinction as a 
bridge-builder : he first begati the work, in 1746, by 
constructing a light and elegant bridge of three 
arches, which, in the course of about two years and a 
hdlf after the period of its completion, was swept 
away by a flood of extraordinary magnitude, the 
mountain torrents havihg torn up by the roots several 
large trees^ which, forming a dam as they floated 
along by the middle piers of the new bridge, caused 
a vast accumulation 6f the watem; And tnese^ ulti- 
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mately bursting through their barrier with irresistibk 
force, carried away the entire structure. Bound by 
the terms of the contract to maintain the stabifi^ 
of the bridge for seven years, EdMrards conceived the 
design of MnrnuHintiiig the diflBci>lty by a structort 
of one arch, of the then one^ampled width of a 
hundred and forty feet, from pi^ to pier, which he 
completed in 1751, having only to add the parapets; 
but, owing to the keystone of the arch being unaUe 
to resist the pressure of the mbutmeats, the whole 
gave way and fell into the river. The Ittckien 
architect was thus driven a second time to the re- 
sources of his own fertile genius, to prevent the 
recurrence of so unpropitious an event ; and adher- 
ing to his latter plan of a single arcb, he contrived 
an ingenious method for dimmisbing* the enormous 
weight that bad previously forced the keystone oat 
of its place, by constructing t^e cylindrical holes in 
the present bridge, already des€rib»ed, which enabled 
him to complete this curious and much admired 
edifice. There are several places of worship for dis- 
senters, noticed in the parishes where they are 
respectively situated; and a branch of Mrs. Aid* 
worth's school for female children, natives of Eglwys- 
ilan, has been established at Newbridg^e. Near the 
turnpike-road is a carious rocking-stone^ which, 
however, has been much injured of late. 

NEWCASTLE, a parish, comprising the Higher 
and Lower townships, in the union of Bridgend 
and CowBRiDGB, hundred of Newcastle, county of 
Glamorgan, South Wales, adjoining the market- 
town of Bridgend ; and containing 1239 inhabitantB^ 
of whom 590 are in the Higher, and 649 in the 
Lower, township. This place, which is situated on the 
western bank of the river Ogmore, near its confluence 
with the Ewenny, derives its name from a fortress of 
later date than that of Oldcastle, on the opposite 
bank of the Ogmore. By whom these castles were 
originally built has not been clearly ascertained; 
but their origfin has been attributed to some of the 
Norman invaders of this part of the principality, 
who probably erected them for the protection of the 
territories of which they had obtained possession. The 
parish is bounded on the north by those of Bettws 
and Llangonoyd, east by St Bride's Minor and 
Coy ty, south by Merthyr - Mawr, and west by 
Laleston ; the surface is very insular, and exhibit* 
little timber of any kind. The Lower township 
forms part of the market^town of Bridgend, and 

firesents some good land, producing wheat, oats, bar^ 
ey, potatoes, and hay, with a few turnips : the lands 
in the Higher township are of rather poor qualitjs 
with the exception of a small portion inclosed and 
cultivated, but they contain coal and iron min^3i ^ 
gether with limestone quarries, in the former oi 
which about 150 men are employed. Besid^ 
Bridgend there is the small village of Aberkenvig >^ 
the parish. The scenery is generally pleasing? ^^ 
from the eminence on which the church is situated 
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18 a fine view, iaeludiag the iaftux <Mf the OgmoTiO 
into the Bristol ChanQel, the castles of Coyty and 
Ogmore, and the mansion of Coytrehenet higher 
irp the river Oflrmore, with its luxariani groves, 
forsning an assemblage of pictur^esqae objects. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, with Bettws, 
Laleston, and Tyth^ston annexed, rated in the 
king's books at ;t7. 7. d|., endowed with the rec- 
torial tithes of the parish of Bettws, and in the 
patronage and impropriation of the Crown ; present 
net income, £i97, with a glebe-house. The church, 
dedicated to St. lUtyd, is an ancient structure with 
a tower, and is situated on the declivity of an emi- 
nence ; it is supposed to have been erected in 1200, 
and is 60 feet lon^ and 20 broad, containing about 
200 sittings, of which 60 are free. lu the Hif her 
township IS a day school, whene about 2d cbiloren 
are instructed at the expense of their parents ; also 
a Sunday school, supported by subscription, and 
attended by about 20 males and females. In the 
Lower town^p is a day schod, eontaining 40 chilr 
dren, diiedy boys, who are paid for by their pa- 
rents ; a Sunday school, in which are from 60 to 
100 males and females, is gratuitously conducted by 
Particular Baptists; and there is an infants' school 
of about 50 children. The interest of £10, be- 
queathed by Mr. Watkins, and vested in the Bridg- 
end turnpike-trust, is annually distributed amon^ 
the poor; but two charities of £10 and £5 by ilachel 
Mathews and John Austin have been lost The only 
remains of the ancient castle are, a gateway, remark- 
able for the elegance of its pointed arch, and the 
ruins of the wail which inclosed the site ; the area 
has been converted into a garden : they are the pro- 
perty of the Earl of Dunraven. 

NEWCASTLE, with Evsnjob, a township, in 
the parish of Old Kadnor, liberties of the borough 
of New Radnor, county of Radnor, South 
Wales, 3^ ipniles (e. n. e.) from New Radnor : the 
population is returned with Bareland. 

NEWCASTLE-EMLYN, a market-town and 
obapelry, and the head of a union, in the pariah of 
Kenarth, higher division of the hundred of Elvbt, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 19 miles 
(n. w. by N.) frorp Carmarthen, and 222 (w. by a.) 
from London : the population is included in the 
return for the parish. The ancient name of this 
place, Dinas Emlin, or ^^the city of Elmlin,'^ is 
thought by Mr. Llwyd to have been derived from 
Emilianus, a Roman settler in this part of the prin- 
cipality, who probably made it his residence ; but no 
traces of Roman occupation have been discovered in 
corroboration of that opinion, nor have any vestiges 
of Roman antiquity been found in the immediate 
vicinity. Its modern name appears to have origin- 
ated in the erection of a new castle in the reign of 
Henry VII., by Sir Rh^s ab Thomas, on the site 
of a ioptress pr-mably built by the Normans, though 
neither the nai^e of the founder, nor the precise 
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time of the erection, of tlie original structure, is 
known. The ancient castle was l^ieged and taken, 
in 1215, by Llewelyn ab lorwerth, who resigned it 
in the following year, when he divided the princi- 
pality of South Wales between its rival princes, 
on which occasion the castle fell to the portion of 
Maelgwyn. In 1258, Llewelyn appointed a meetting 
of commissioners at this place, to deliberate upon the 
terms of a treaty of peace with the English ; but 
the negotiations were frustrated by the treadiery of 
Patrick de Canton, the lieutenant of Henry III., 
who, perceiving that the party by which lie was 
attended was stronger than tnat of Llewelyn, attacked 
the Welsh by surprise, and put many of them to the 
sword: the rest, who with difficulty eflfeoted their 
retreat, raised the country in the rear of the enemy, 
and the English forces were soon overtaken, an4 
Patridc, with a large number of his adherents, was 
slain. In the reign of Edward I. the /castle was be- 
sieged by Rh^s ab Meredydd; but a large reinforcer 
ment being brought by Robert de Tibetot to the relief 
of tlie garrison, Kh^s thought it prudent to raise the 
sie^, and to retire in haste into Ireland. The castle, 
which had been rebuilt in the time of Henry VII., 
by Sir Rh^s ab Thomas, descended to his grandson, 
Rhys ab Grufydd, on whose attainder, in the reign 
of Henry VIII., it became forfeited to the crown, 
and was granted to the Vaughans of Golden Grove, 
of whom Richard Vaugiian was by Charles I., in the 
19th of his reign, created E^rl of Carberry in Ire- 
land, and Baron Emlyn. During tlie civU war, the 
castle was garrisoned for the king : it was besiege^ 
by the parliamentarian forces i^ 1645, but was 
relieved by a body of royalists under the command 
of Coloael Gerard, who, attacking the besiegers, 
totally defeated them, killed two hundred, and took 
five hundred prisoners, wiUi all their arms, ord- 
nance, and baggage, and with the loss on his own 
part of only twentyrsix meo killed, besides others 
wounded : the castle continued in the family of the 
Vaughans, by the last of whom it wa9 devised to 
the late Lord Cawdor, the father of Elarl Cawdor, 
the present proprietor. 

The tow)n is beautifully situated on the southern 
bank of the Teivy, which here rushes with great 
impetuosity through its rocky channel, and over 
yfhich is a handsome stone bj^idge of three arches, 
forming a communication between the counties of 
Cardigan and Carmarthen, and connecting the an.- 
cient borough of Atpar, in the former oounty, with 
this town, which consists principally of one irregular 
street, extending nearly a mile in length. The 
houses, of which several are handsome, ajre in gene- 
ral well built, and the cottages have an appearance 
of comfort apd neatness not usually found in this 
part of the country ; the town, through neither paved 
nor lighted, is well supplied with water; and the s,ux- 
rounding country, wbicn is pleasingly varied, abounds 
>irith interesting objects and with romantic and pie- 
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turesque scenery. The views are extensive, and 
from several points the appearance of the town, with 
the capricious windings of the river and the beautiful 
remains of the ancient castle rising from its banks, is 
strikingly beautiful. The Teivy is celebrated for 
its salmon and sewin fishery, which is prosecuted 
with great success in small boats called coracles, 
peculiar to the principality. The market, which is 
amply supplied with provisions, and is remarkable for 
the great number of pigs exposed in it for sale, is on 
Friday, and is well attendea ; and fairs are held on 
March 23rd, May 10th, June 22nd, July 20th, 
August 20th, September 20th, October 19th, and 
November 22nd. The town is a polling-place in 
the election of knights for the shire. 

The LIVING is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant ; 
present net income, £71 ; patron. Vicar of Kenarth. 
The chapel, which was built by public subscription 
about seventy years since, is a neat small edifice ; 
but a spacious and handsome church has just been 
erected, affording accommodation to a greater num- 
ber of the inhabitants ; of 500 sittings, 400 are free. 
There are places of worship for Baptists, Independ- 
ents, and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. 
The poor law union of which the town is the head 
was formed May 31st, 1837, and comprises the follow- 
ing twenty-one parishes and townships ; namely, Pen- 
bryn, Llangrano^, Troedyraur, Brongwyn, Llan- 
vair- Trelygon, Llangunllo, Llanvair-Orllwyn, Llan- 
dyvriog, Henllan, Bangor, Llandyssil, and Bettws- 
leuvan, in the county of Cardigan ; Llanvihangel- 
ar-Arth, Llangeler, renboyr, and Kenarth, in the 
county of Carmarthen; Llanvyrnach, Clydey, Capel- 
Colman, and Penrith, in the county of Pembroke ; 
and Kilrhedyn, in the counties of Carmarthen and 
Pembroke. It is under the superintendence of 34 
guardians, and contains a population of 20,860. 

The remains of the castle occupy an elevated ridge 
to the east of the town, on a peninsula formed by a 
bend in the river Teivy, which flows in a direct 
course till it nearly reaches the walls of that struc- 
ture, but, suddenly reverting in a direction nearly 
parallel with its former course for a considerable dis- 
tance, winds majestically in front, leaving before the 
castle a long and beautiful meadow, and returns on 
the opposite side, with features of a new character, 
forcing its way over a rocky bed, and thus surround- 
ing that ancient edifice with a magnificent natural 
moat, which is double on that side where it first 
reaches the castle. The ruins consist chiefly of the 

Erincipal gateway entrance, about fourteen feet in 
eight, flanked by two octagonal towers, and pos- 
sessing, from its situation immediately above the 
river, and its lightness and elegance, a peculiarly 
picturesque appearance. This place gives the infe- 
rior title of Viscount Emlyn to Earl Cawdor. 

NEWCASTLE (LITTLE), a parish, in the 
)inion of Haverfordwest, hundred of Kemmes, 
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county of Pembroke, South Wale8» 8^ miles (n. 
by E.) from Haverfordwest; containing 431 inhabit- 
ants. This place derives its name from an ancient 
mound near the church, called ^^ the Castle," and its 
distinguishing epithet from the inferiority of this 
fortification to a much older and more extensive 
work of the same kind, at a short distance from the 
village. The parish comprises a moderate tract of 
land, by far the greater part inclosed and cultivated, 
the remainder being stonV) barren, and unfit for 
tillage, especially the northern portion of it, which 
is hilly: the rateable annual value is returned at 
£1113. 19. Fairs are held in the village on May 
6th and July 10th. The living is a perpetual cu- 
racy, endowed with £800 royal bounty, and £200 
parliamentary grant; net income, £54; patron, T. 
Morse, Esq- ; impropriator. Rev. T. K. W. Harries. 
The church is dedicated to St Peter. There is a 
Sunday school, in which from 30 to 40 males and 
females are gratuitously taught by Baptists. Near 
the village is a spring designated Golden Well, 
which ebbs and flows regularly with the tide in St. 
George's Channel, from which it is nine miles distant; 
the water is said to be efiScacious in coughs, and in 
diseases of the eye. 

NEWCHAPEL, or DEYTHUR, a chapelry, 
in the parish of Llandrinio, union of Llanvyllin, 
upper division of the hundred of Deythur, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 8 miles (n.) from 
Welshpool: the population is returned with the 
parish. The chapel is conveniently situated on the 
confines of the parishes of Guilsfield, Llansantfraid, 
and Meivod, affording accommodation to the in- 
habitants of those several districts who reside at a 
distance from their own church; it is dedicated to 
the Holy Trinity, and is an ancient building in the 
early style of English architecture, in a very dilapi- 
dated state. The living is a perpetual curacy, en- 
dowed by the lord of the manor, the proprietor of 
the Penrhos estate, and with £400 royal bounty; 
net income, £56 ; patron, W. Ormsby Gore, Esq. 
A free school, which has been established for more 
than two hundred years, was originally supported by 
the produce arising from lands, given for that pur- 
pose by the neighbouring genti;y, but when the 
inclosure of waste grounds took place, about sixty 
acres were allotted for the maintenance of this esta- 
blishment, and the estate previously bestowed was 
returned to its original proprietors: the school, in 
which about forty children are gratuitously instruct- 
ed, is open to all the inhabitants of the hundred of 
Deythur ; there is a good house for the master. In 
the chapelry is one of Dr. Bray's parochial circulat- 
ing libraries. 

NEWCHURCH, or LLAN-NEWYDD, a 
parish, in the lower division of the hundred of El- 
vet, union and county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 3^ miles (n. w. by n.) from Carmarthen; 
containing 867 inhabitants. This place is stated to 
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have been the scene of a pitched battle which was 
fought, about the year 72, between the Britons and 
the Romans under the command of Severinus, son 
of Severus, tlie Roman governor of Britain, who at 
that time resided at York. Severinus is supposed 
to have fallen in this battle; and a stone, formerly 
on the road-side, but now removed and set up in the 
front court of Traws-Mawr, is said to have marked 
the spot where the battle took place. This stone, 
which is noticed by Camden, bore the inscription 
** Severini Fill Severi^** the word sepulchrum or memo^ 
ruB being understood, and is described as **a rude 

i>illar, erected near the highway, flattish, five or six 
eet high, and about three feet broad," by the last 
editors of Camden's Britannia, who, from the form 
of the letters and the rudeness of the stone, suspect 
it to be the epitaph of some person of Roman de- 
scent, but of a later period ; the inscription has since 
that time been mutilated, and the word ^^JUV* is no 
longer legible, that part of the stone having been 
chipped off. The parish is situated on the banks of 
the river Gwili, ana on the turnpike-road from Car- 
marthen to Newcastle- Emlyn, and comprises a large 
extent of arable and pasture land, which is fertile 
and in a good state of cultivation. The court leet 
for the hundred is held under Earl Cawdor, at Bwlch 
Newydd, in the parish. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, endowed with £600 royal bounty, and £1400 
parliamentary grant; net income, £96: the patron- 
age and impropriation belong to the family of Mal- 
wk. The church, which was entirely rebuilt in 
1829, is a remarkably neat edifice; and there are 
places of worship for Independents and Calvinistic 
Methodists. About 50 males and females are taught 
in a Sunday school belonging to the Established 
Church, and about 60 in one appertaining to Metho- 
dists ; both gratuitously conducted : and two rent- 
charges of 10«. each, one by an unknown donor, and 
the other by Eynon Rees, in 1786, are distributed 
in March and September among poor industrious 
fiimilies. In the parish are several barrows, proba- 
bly covering the remains of those who fell in the 
battle noticed above ; and to the east of the church, 
and near the ruins of an ancient chapel, which has 
been converted into a bam, are a Roman encamp- 
ment, and vestiges of a Roman road that passed 
through the parish to Fishguard. 

NEWCHURCH, a parish, in the union of 
Kington, hundred of Patnscastle, county of Rad- 
nor, South Wale8, 7 miles (s. w. by w.) from 
Kington; containing 155 inhabitants. This parish 
is situated nearly at the south-eastern extremity of 
the county, on the confines of Herefordshire, and is 
intersected by a road leading from Hay to New 
Radnor; and the small river Arrow, which passes 
through it with a winding course, separates it on the 
north from the parish of Colva, and on the east from 
that of Michael-Church. It comprises by admea- 
surement 16t24f acres, the whole titheable, with the 
exception of 10 acres of inclosed, and 400 acres of 
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uninclosed land, the latter being subject to a right 
of commonage; the surface is hilly and the soil 
various, running in some places into a red clayey 
earth : the lower lands, which are fertile and prodfue- 
tive, are well cultivated, but the hills are mostly in a 
state of nature, and serve chiefly for the depasturing 
of sheep. The village is situated in that part of the 
county called Radnor Forest, but the parish is nearly 
bare of wood, the tract retaining the above name 
having long since lost all traces of its original cha- 
racter. The living is a discharged rectory, rated in 
the king's books at £5. 6. 8., and endowed with 
£200 private benefoction, and £200 royal bounty ; 
net income, £171; patron. Bishop of St David's: 
a small estate termed Catriggin belongs to the bene- 
fice. The church, dedicated to St Mary, is a small 
edifice, consisting of a nave and chancel, without 
tower or spire, and possessing no architectural de- 
tails of importance ; it is aituated on the right bank 
of the Arrow, in the midst of hills of forbidding ra- 
ther than pleasing aspect Twelve children are in- 
structed in a day school at their parents' expense. 

NEWCHURCH in TIR ABBOT, otherwise 
LLANDULAS, a parish, in the union of Llando- 
very, hundred of Builth, county of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 9 miles (n. e.) from Llandovery; 
containing 141 inhabitants. The whole of this pa- 
rish was bestowed by Rh^ ab Grufydd, Prince of 
South Wales, upon the monastery of Ystrad Flur, or 
Strata-Florida, in the county of Cardigan, which he 
founded in the year 1164. In consequence of this 
grant the place was styled Tir yr Abad, or " the 
Abbot's land :" and its present name, to which that 
appellation forms an adjunct, appears to have been 
derived from the erection of a church here in the year 
1716. The name Llandulas, by which it is also 
known, and which, according to some authorities, is 
a corruption of Glan Dulas, under which it occurs in 
several public documents, seems to have originated 
in its situation on the bank of the little river Dulas, 
from which circumstance it was not unfrequently 
called Aber Dulas. The parish lies in a mountain- 
ous district, having the Eppynt hills on the east, at 
the western extremity of the county, on the confines 
of Carmarthenshire; and comprises a considerable 
tract of hilly country, of which the soil is chiefly a 
turbary, interspersed with small inclosures producing 
thin crops of barley and oats, and some small pas- 
tures of indifferent herbage : of the rateable annual 
value, the return amounts to £458. The views 
from the higher grounds, embracing the counties of 
Brecknock and Carmarthen, are remarkable for their 
extent, if not for their picturesque beauty. The 
turnpike - road from Builth to Llandovery passes 
through the parish, within a short distance of the 
village. The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed 
with £1000 royal bounty, and with £200 in money, 
and £'20 per annum by Sackviile Gwynne, Esq., 
who charged his estates with the payment of that 
Slim to Uie officiating minister; patron, Colonel 
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Owynne, of Glanbran, who is proprietor of the 
tithes; net income, £47. The minister and parish- 
ioners claim a right of exemption from episcopal 
jurisdiction and visitation, but have not strenuously 
maintained that privilege, as they prove wills and 
take out letters of administration at the Register 
Office at Brecknock. The church, a neat small edifice, 
was erected in 1716, at the sole expense of Saok- 
ville Gwynne, Esq., of Glanbran. There is a Sunday 
school in the parish, where about 50 males apd females 
are gratuitously instructed by Calvinistic Methodists. 
A Roman road, which was a branch of the Via He- 
lenoj called by the Welsh Sarn Helen, passed through 
the parish, over the common termed Llwydlo Vach, 
and part of it may still be traced io some places. At 
a spot named Pyllau-Da-Probert, forming a portion 
of the tenement of Trelath, in the parish^ is a well, 
the water of which is strongly impregnated with 
sulphur, and similar in its properties, to, that of Llan- 
wrtyd. 

NEWMARKET, a parish,, in the union of 
Holywell, Media division of the hundred of Pres- 
tatyn, county of Flint, North Wales, on the old 
line of road between Chester and Holyhead, 7 miles 
(w. N. w.) frpra Holywell; containing 71d:inhabit- 
ants. Iq Pope Nicholas' Taxation this place is 
called Rywlyvnwyd, by which name it is also men- 
tioned in a record so late as the middle of the six- 
teenth century, having been formerly a chapelry in 
the parish of Disserth. According to Mr. Pennant, 
its ancient name was Trelawnyd, *' for which,'* says 
that distinguished antiquary, '^ I can find no satis- 
factory reason." He also hazards the conjecture, 
from the numerous tumuli and other sepulchral me- 
morials visible in the neighbourhood, tnat it might 
be the scene of the slaughter of the Ordovices, the 
aboriginal inhabitants of this district, by the Romans 
under Agricola. In tliQ early part of the last cen- 
tury the village was much enlarged through the 
care and exertions of John Wynne, Esq., of Gop, to 
whom the estate then belonged ; and it attainea the 
distinction of «. market- town, the market, now in dis- 
use, having been held on Saturday; but the place 
has greatly declined . from its forjpar consequence, 
and now presents only the appearance of a village, 
though of considerable size. The parish contains 
about 943 acres; and lead-ore abounds in it, but the 
works have been discontinued. Fairs were once held 
On the last Saturday in April, the third Saturday in 
July, the fourth Saturday m October, and the second 
Saturday in December, The petty-sessions for the 
hundred take place here. >. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with, 
£200 royal bounty,, and in. the patronage, of the 
Bishop of St.. Asftph, W;|io, as archdeacon, holds the 
rectory in commendam, and receives all tithes: the 
net income,, previously £90, was recently augmented 
with £70 per annum, by. the bishop. The churchr. 
dedicated to St* Michael, is a small structure of 
modern d^te, standing widiin a spacious ^eo^eterys 
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finely shaded by lofty tr^es; about twenty yards 
from the principal entrance, on the south side, stands 
a tall and very beautiful cross, the upper part ele- 
gantly sculptured in high relief. There are places 
of worship for Independents, Calviaistie Methodists, 
and Wesleyans. A bequest of £40 per annum, for 
clothing, teaching, and apprenticing twenty poor 
children, was made by John Wynne, Elsq., of Cop- 
polency, in 1713, which having become the subject of 
a suit in Chancery, has not yet been appropriated to 
the purpose contemplated by the worthy donor, 
though the accunmlation of arrears, as ascertained 
in 1800, was then found to be £2519. 15. 4, and 
though the benefactor declared in his will, that if 
any let or hindrance to the quiet enjoyment of the 
rent-charge should be given, its amount should be 
doubled ; he also conferring a right of distress, if it 
should remain unpaid, on any part of the premises, 
which consist of numerous houses, fields, and tene- 
ments, yielding a rent of above £200 per annum. 
Dr. Daniel Williams, a dissenting minister, founded 
a charity school in every county in North Wales, of 
which that of Flintshire was fixed here ; these he 
endowed with £d per annum ^ach, except that of 
Wrexham, his native place, to which he gave £15, 
and provided a fund for apprenticing the children, 
with a premium of £5 for each : this school is held 
in the dissenting chapel. There are three day 
schools, one of which, containing 30 children, is 
endowed with £25 a year ; the other two afford in- 
strucdon to about 65 children at their parents' ex- 
pense. Various denominations of dissenters gratui- 
tously teach about 280 males and females in three 
Sunday schoob. 

Among thfi tumuli and other relics of antiquity 
which lie ' thickly scattered throughout this interest- 
ing district, that called Copa'r'leni, or Gop Paulioi, 
crowning the summit of a mountain about half a mile 
above toe village, is the chief: it is composed of 
loose stones covering an acre and a half of eronnd, 
and is about twelve yards in height; and although 
different conjectures have been raised regarding the 
purpose of its formation, there can be little doubt 
that it was erected over the remains of some re- 
nowned warrior or chieftain, slain in battle^ and 
may have served, in later time, as a beacon, since it 
commands a view of the whole range of encamiH 
ments on the south and west, the Irish Sea on the 
north, and the estuaries of the Dee and Mersey 
on the east. Part of the brow of the hill is termed 
Bryn-y-Saethau, or " the Hill of Arrows," intimat- 
ing that it was the station of the archers in some of 
those engagements which, in the early period of 
British history, deluged this neighbourhood with 
blood, but the direful calamities of which have not 
been recorded by the historian, and are now involved 
in the obscurity of ages. A greater number of tbesa 
tumuli, of the ordinary size, may be seen io the tfaol 
interV^Ain^ between this place and Caerwysthan in 
any other in North Wales; several of them, havii^g 
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been opened, ivere foond to contain urns, in which 
were burnt ashes, charcoal, &c., and many hundreds 
have been levelled in agricultural operations. Clawdd 
Offiei, or Offa's Dyke, passes Tery near the village, 
and forms the boundary line between this parish and 
that of Llanasaph. 

NEW MOTE, or NEW MOAT, a parish, in 
the union of Narberth, hundred of Dungleddy, 
county of Pembroke, South Wales, 10 miles 
^N. s.) from Haverfordwest; containing 377 inha^ 
bitants. This place derives its. name from an artifi- 
cial mount, which is within a short distance of the 
church, and is entirely surrounded by a deep moat, 
that may be easily filled with water. • It is supposed 
to have been ori^nalty constructed by the Flemings 
who settled in this district of the principality, in the 
reign of Henry H., and obtained by force the hun- 
dreds of Castlemartin and Rhos, together with a 
part of that of Dangleddy« The parish is plea- 
santly situated on a branch of the river Cleddy, and 
comprises a considerable portion of meadow, arable, 
and pasture land, all inclosed and in a good state of 
cultivation; the rateable annual value being re* 
turned' at' £l467k'-9. 6^ The surrounding country 
is pleasingly diversified, and displays some inter* 
estmg features of mountain scenery. The ancient 
mansion of the Scourfields, who resided here from 
the reign of Edward I. till within the last 70 years, 
when mey removed to Robeston Hall, near Milford, 
has been taken down, and the proprietor has erected 
a spacious and elegant mansion on a very eligible 
emmence about four or five hundred yards from the 
former ; the house, which is surrounded with thriv- 
ing plantations and with groves of old trees, is de- 
lighauUy situated at the foot of the southern de- 
cavity of the Percelly range of mountains, and com- 
mands a fine view over the whole of the lower part of 
the county. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £2. 4. 7. ; patron, W. H. Scourfield, &q. : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£200. The church, dedicated to St. Niehol^ is 
an ancient and venerable structure, consisting of a 
nave, ebancel, and one aisle, with a square embat- 
tled tower at the west end ^ the chancel, which ap- 
pears to have been richly embellished at no very 
distant period, and has of late been restored to its 
former state of elegance, and now presents a very 
pleasing appearance, contains several handsome 
monuments to the Scourfield family, some of great 
antiquity. A day school is attended by about 40 
children, 13 of whom are taught at the expense of 
Mr. Scourfield, and three at that of the rector. 
Near the mount above noticed in the lower part of 
the parish,' and about a mile and a half south*east from 
the church, are vestiges of a very extensive Roman 
eamp, inclosing a quadrilateral area three hundred 
yaros in diameter, and situated on a gentle declivity 
towards the south; a considerable portion of the 
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northern rampart has been dug up, but the remains 
are sufficient to mark out the four sides of the camp 
with tolerable accuracy : the road from Narberth to 
-Fishguard passes through its centre. 

NEWPORT, a sea-port, market-town, and 
parish, in the union of Cardigan, hundred of Kem- 
MFS, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 1 
miles (n. e. by n.) from Haverfordwest, and 
^w. by N.) from London; containing 1750 inhabit- 
ants. The ancient British name of this place, Tr^ 
draethy signifying literally <^ the town on the sands,^ 
appears to have been derived from its situation on a 
sandy beach of considerable extent, which intervenes 
between it and the bay of Newport. The town is 
indebted for its origin and early importance to the 
descendants of Martin de Tours, the first lord of 
Kemmes, which territory he had wrested from the 
Welsh by conauest, and erected into a lordship 
marcher, and whose son William built a castle at 
this place, whidi he made the head of his barony, 
and vested with many privileges. The same noble- 
man bestowed upon the inhabitants a charter of in- 
corporation, vesting the government of the town in 
a mayor and burgesses, to whom he gave an exten- 
sive grant of lams, with liberty to hold a weekly 
market, and several valuable immunities, all which 
were confirmed, in 1192, by his son Nicholas, who 
granted common pasture, and water from the fosse, 
and whose charter declares that the but^esses ^* ought 
to have a bailiflf and common council.'' The lord- 
ship was entirely independent of the palatinate of 
Pembroke ; the lord held his courts in the castle of 
this place ; all writs were issued in his own name ex- 
clusively, and neither in that of the Earl of Pem* 
broke, nor even of the king of England. In 1215, 
the castle was taken by Llewelyn ab lorwerth, but 
it soon afterwards reverted to its original proprietors, 
whose descendants continued to hold it, together 
with the lordship in which they exercised jura re- 
galia^ till the time of Henry VlII., when all such 
jurisdictions were abolished. Under the protection 
of its ancient lords the town continued to increase in 
extent and wealth, and enjoyed many additional pri- 
vileges, of which some were granted to the barony 
in the d4th year of th^ reign of Elizabeth. It had 
become extremely populous, and carried on an ex- 
tensive woollen manufacture, about the commence- 
ment of the sixteenth century, when a pestilential 
disease occasioned such mortality among its inhabit- 
ants, that its market was transferred to Fishguard, 
the trade of the port ceased, and the town fell into 
decay. The market has however been re-established, 
and some little addition to its trade has gradually 
tsken place since that period; but the town has 
never recovered its former importance. 

It stands on the high-road from Cardigan to Fish* 
guard, and is pleasantly situated at the mouth of the 
river Nevern, which falls into St George's Channel 
at Newport bay, and on rising ground ascending 
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gradually to the Carn Ingle mountain, which shel- 
ters it iTom the south-easterly and south-westerly 
winds, and rises to a considerable h^ght beyond the 
town ; it consists of numerous small streets irregu- 
larly formed, neither lighted nor pared, but naturally 
well supplied with excellent water. The houses, 
with some few exceptions, are indifferently built, 
but, from intermixture of numerous trees with the 
buildings, the town has, at a small dbtance, a pleas- 
ingly rural appearance; and the surrounding sce- 
nery, in which its venerable church and the pic- 
turesque remains of its ancient castle form promi- 
nent and interesting features, renders the more re- 
mote view of it strikingly beautiful. The trade 
principally carried on is the working of some ex- 
tensive quarries of slate, with which we neighbour- 
ing coast abounds, and of which great quantities are 
shipped to various places, the vessels being enabled 
to approach close to the quarries, and to receive the 
slates from the overhanging cliffs ; and in the burn- 
ing of lime for the supply of the adjacent districts, 
in which a considerable portion of the population is 
employed. A vein of alum shale is said to lie within 
a short distance of the town, but it has never been 
worked. There is a good salmon-fishery on the 
river Nevern, which in favourable seasons is carried 
on with advantage ; and a herring-fishery also exists 
here ; but the demand is so inconsiderable that it is 
not productive of much benefit to the persons en- 
gaged in it. The port is subject to the custom* 
house of Cardigan : the principal exports are corn 
and butter, and the produce of the quarries; the chief 
imports are coal, culm, and limestone. The har- 
bour, which is small, has its entrance partially ob- 
structed by a sand bank ; but it affords good shelter 
to the coasting vessek occupied in the trade, and to 
the boats connected with the fisheries. A compact 
and well protected bay, on the south and east, 
stretches out before the town, from which it derives 
its name. The rateable annual value of the parish 
has been returned at £1994. 4. The market is on 
Friday; and fairs take place on June 27th and 
October 16th. 

The town retains the ancient form of government 
which it held under the charter granted by William, 
son of Martin de Tours, and afterwards confirmed 
by his son Nicholas ; and the control is vested in a 
mayor, bailiff', and an indefinite number of aldermen 
and burgesses. The mayor, who acts as a sort of 
head constable, is appointed by the lord of the 
borough from two burgesses presented by a jury ; 
the bailiff^ or pound-keeper, is chosen by the mayor ; 
and the body of aldermen consists of those who have 
served the office of mayor. Courts leet and baron 
occur twice in the year ; the petty-sessions for the 
hundred are held in the town on the first Friday in 
every month ; and Newport is a polling-place in the 
election of a knight for the shire. The freemen, 
who are appointed by presentment of the jury, at 
?68 



one of the courts leet, are entitled to couunon and 
pasture upon the waste lands, which are about three 
miles in circumference. The boundaries of the 
borough are oo-extensive with those of the parish, 
and are well ascertained, being duly perambuhited 
at certain periods. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £16, and endowed with £400 par- 
liamentary grant; present net income, £216, with a 
glebe-house ; patron, Thomas Lloyd, Esq., of Bnni- 
wydd, lord of the manor. The church, dedicated te 
St. Mary, is an ancient and venerable cruciform 
structure, partly in the early style of English archi- 
tecture, with a square tower at the west end ; the 
roofs of the nave, chancel, and transepts are of 
carved oak, and are supported on rang'es o{ plain 
pointed arches; and in the chancel are two stone 
canopies plainly wrought : over the nave is a richly 
wrought open spire for a bell, and the windows ex- 
hibit tracery of considerable el^;ance. The build- 
ing recently received an addition of four hundred 
and eighteen sittings, towards defraying the expense 
of which the Incorporated Society for the enlarge- 
ment of churches and chapels contributed £200, in 
consideration of which grant two hundred and eigh- 
teen sittings are free. On the west side of the porch 
are the rums of a detached house, said to have been 
the record office of the town. There are places of 
worship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic 
Methodists. A school on the National system is 
supported here on the foundation of the late Mrs. 
Bevan, for the gratuitous instruction of poor chil- 
dren ; it is a permanent establishment, ana the cen- 
tral school in which are prepared the teachers who 
superintend the several circulating branch institu- 
tions connected with the foundation. The school 
contains about 150 males and females ; and the mas- 
ter has a salary of £40 per annum, together with a 
house and garden rent-free. This plan of ^< circulat- 
ing" instruction was originally projected by the Rev. 
Griffith Jones, of Llandowror, m the county of Car- 
marthen, in the article on which parish a more de- 
tailed account of it b given. Two other day schools 
afford education to about 50 children, at their parents' 
expense; and there are also four Sunday schools 
gratuitously conducted, of which one contains about 
140 males and females, who attend the Establi^^ 
Church, and in the other three, respectively apper- 
taining to Methodists, Baptists, and Independents, 
about 300 persons are taugnt 

On an elevated knoll, rising abruptly at the ex- 
tremity of the principal street of the town, are the 
remains of the ancient castle^ consisting principally 
of one of the circular bastions that detended the 
grand entrance, the other having fallen down some 
years since, and some portions of the dungeons, be- 
tween which and the town was a subterraneous com-* 
munication, discovered within the last few years; 
the bottom of it was flagged, and the sides and the 
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roof were secured by smooth stones. The castle 
was surrounded by a moat, and though the ruins 
bespeak it to have been originally occupied as a seat 
of Daronial magnificence rather than a fortress, it 
was no doubt well adapted to both purposes, and in 
its general construction appears to have combined 
strength with elegance. The bay of Newport, 
bounded by the headlands of Dinas and Ceibwr, 
opens beautifullv in front, rendering the situation 
peculiarly deligotfuL Beyond the site of the castle 
rises the lofty rocky eminence called Carn Ingle, 
where St Brynach, to whom many churches in Wales 
are dedicated, is said to have passed his life in reli- 
gious seclusion, and to have conversed with angels, 
uom which fabulous tradition this place has been 
termed also ** Mans Angelinrum.^^ There are nume- 
rous Druidical remains in the vicinitv ; and near the 
mansion of Liwynygwair, but within^ the limits of 
this parish, is one of the most perfect cromlechs in 
the principality, though on a small scale. On a hill 
connected with Carn Ingle is a large stone, named 
Morris' Grave. According to Speed, there was an- 
ciently a house of Augustine friars at this place, but 
no particulars of its foundation or history have been 
preserved. 

NEW-QUAY, a small port, in the parish of 
Llanllwchairn, union of AberaMron, hundred 
of MoYTHEN, county of Cardigan, South Wales, 
15 miles (n. w. by w.) from Lampeter: the popula- 
tion is included in the return for the parish. This 
place is advantageously situated on the shore of Car- 
digan bay, and affords ffood anchorage to vessels of 
small tonnage. The haven is securely sheltered 
from the westerly winds, and, if improved to the ex- 
tent of which it IS susceptible, might easily be made 
a safe retreat for ships of considerable burthen. The 
pier might be enlarged, for which purpose a subscrip- 
tion has been opened with success ; but the attempt 
has been hitherto frustrated by the want of a sufB- 
cient title to the land, which would be requisite to 
carry that object into effect In 1835 an act was 
obtained for making a road from this place to Aber- 
aeron. There are at present from sixty to seventy 
vessels belonging to the port, averaging from forty 
to fifty tons* Durthen each, and employing from a 
hundred and fifty to two hundred men. Fisn of very 
superior quality is found in abundance on this part 
of the coast ; soles, turbot, and oysters, being taicen 
in great numbers during the season ; and a good 
herring fishery may also oe established with ad van* 
taffe. The village is of considerable size, and is 
inhabited chiefly by persons connected with the busi- 
ness of theport. A fair is held on November 12th. 

NEWTON, a parish, in the union and hundred 
of Narberth, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 
2^ miles (w. by s.) from Narberth; containing 71 
inhabitants. This parish is situated near the road 
leading from Tenby, by Canaston bridge, to Haver- 
fordwest, and on the lett bank of the Eastern Cleddy, 
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and comprises a moderate area, of which the greater 
part is inclosed and cultivated, and of the remainder 
one-half is uncultivated, and the other woodland; 
the surface is agreeably diversified, and the scenery 
enriched with thriving woods. In some parts the 
parish abounds with iron-stone ; and there were for- 
merly extensive iron-works carried on with great 
success at Black Pool, on the banks of the Eastern 
Cleddy, where is still the shipping-place for the 
town of Narberth, which afforded employment to a 
considerable portion of the inhabitants, but they have 
been discontinued for several years. The return of 
the rateable annual value amounts to £342. 6. 7. 
The living is a donative, endowed with £800 royal 
bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant ; net income, 
£50 ; patron and impropriator, Charles Deedes, 
Esq. The church, which is situated at a small dis- 
tance from the village, possesses no architectural 

NEWTON-NOTTAGE, a parish, comprising 
the hamlets of Newton and Nottage, in the union of 
Bridgend and Cowbridge, hundred of Newcas- 
tle, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 4| 
miles (w. s. w.) from Bridgend; and containing 792 
inhabitants. The parish is situated on the shore of 
the Bristol Channel, and comprises a tract of which a 
considerable portion is uninclosed and uncultivated. 
The sea has encroached greatly on the shore ; and 
much of the land of the parish, which within the recol* 
lection of persons still living formed excellent pastur- 
age for sheep, is now covered with sand. A few per* 
sons resort to the place for the benefit of sea-bathing. 
Iron-stone is procured to a limited extent on Newton 
Down, and both lead-ore and manganese have been 
found in the white limestone of the parish ; and a* 
facility of conveyance and of communication with 
the limestone and freestone quarries, and with the 
other mines in the vicinity, is afforded by the Dy- 
fryn Llynvi and Porthcawl railway. This railway 
commences at the little harbour of Forthcawl, in the 
parish, which has been greatly improved by the con- 
struction of a breakwater extending several yards 
into the sea, and proceeds by Nottage village to 
North and South Comelly, and Pyle, whence it 
pursues an easterly course to the iron-works at Cevn 
Cribwr, where it is joined by the Bridgend railway, 
and, taking a northerlv direction in a line parallel 
with the western bank of the river Llynvi, passes 
the village of Llangonoyd, and, crossing the river 
at Typhylly Chwyth, terminates at Dyfryn Llynvi, 
extending in its whole course a distance of seventeen 
miles. From Newton Down may be obtained a fine 
view of Penllyne Castle, near Cowbridge, to the east; 
and. to the west over Swansea bay, the whitewashed 
habitations about Oystermouth, and the country ad- 
jacent to Swansea. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £17. 4. 7., and in the patronage of the Proprie* 
tors of the Manor ; present net income, £875. The 
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diurdi, dedicated to St John the Baptist, is an an- 
cient and veneraUe structure, displaying portions in 
the successive styles of English architecture, with a 
massive square tower; the number of sittings has 
been recently enlarged by the erection of a gallery^ 
in which are forty free ; the pulpit appears to have 
been formed out of one solia stone, and is rudely 
carved with a representation of the scourging of our 
Saviour. There are places of worship for mptists 
and Calviaistic Methodists. A day school affords 
instruction to from 40 to 50 children, at the expense 
of their parents ; and a National school, in which 
are about 45 children daily and 50 on Sundays, is 
supported partly by the bounty of a ladv, and partly 
by payments from the parents. No public charities 
DOW exist, in consequence of a bequest of £50 by 
Mary Lougher, in 1731, and a similar one of £10 
by Alexander Pryce or Rees, prior to 1786, having 
been misapplied, and partly to his own use, by one 
of the parish officers, oome traces of the Jvlia Strata 
Maritima may be discerned on Newton Down, a 
little to the left of the turnpike-road, in its course 
towards Nidum (Neatli). Near the church is a cu- 
rious well, noticed by Camden as ebbing and flowing 
in opposition to the tide, being full at low water and 
empty at high water : various conjectures have been 
formed to account for this phenomenon, which may 
be satisfactorily explained on the principle of a natu- 
ral syphon. 

NEWTOWN, a newly-created borough, market- 
town, and parish, and, jointly with Llanidloes, the 
head of a union, in the upper division of the hun- 
dred of Newtown, county of Mont<5omery, North 
Wales, 8 miles (s. w. by w.) from Montgomery, 
»and 179 (w. k. w.) from London, on the road from 
Welshpool to Aberystwith ; containing 4056 inhabit- 
ants, and with Pen-y-Gloddva, nearly 6000. Very 
little is known either of the origin or the early his- 
tory of this place, which since the beginning of the 
present century has, from the celebrity of its flannel 
manufacture, risen into importance, and obtained a 
distinguished rank among the manufacturing and 
commercial towns in this part of the principality. 
The name, which is synonymous with TrSnewydd, 
that given to it by the Welsh, is evidently in allu- 
sion to a somewhat recent date, but whether with 
reference to its origin, or to any more ancient town 
that previously existed near the site, has not been 
ascertained. On the banks of the Severn, at the 
distance of about a mile, on the left of the road to 
Welshpool, are "some remains of a British encamps 
ment, out no historical event is recorded which in 
any way connects it with the town ; and on the right 
of the same road are vestiges of the Roman way from 
Caer-Sws to the Gaer, near Montgomery. At the 
former of these places coins, bricks, and other relief 
of Roman antiquity, have been discovered ; and 
there are some remains of the castle of Dolvorwyn, 
near the town. During the civil war of the seven- 
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teenth century, Charles L, on his way to Chester, 
was hospitably entertainisd for two days and aighlB 
by Sir John rryce, at Newtown Hall, the residence 
of that family smce the time of Henry VI., on his 
departure from which he narrowly escaped being 
made prisoner by Sir Thomas Myddelton* 

The TOWN is situated in a beautiful valley on the 
banks of the river Severn, and consists of one prin- 
cipal street, intersected by several smaller streets; 
the old houses are in general of timber and brick^ 
but those of modern erection are of handsome ap- 
pearance. A substantial bridge of stone over the 
Severn was completed in 1827, in lieu of an anci- 
ent one of wood that stood near the site : the struc- 
ture, which is called the Long Bridge, <M>nsists of 
three arches of more than sixty feet span, and con* 
nects the parish of Newtown with Pen-y-Gloddva, 
Frankwell, and the Basin, which are in the parish of 
Llanllwchaiarn, having been erected within the last 
seven years on the opposite side of the river, and 
now form part of the town ; the arches and the para- 
pets are or grey freestone, and the piers and span- 
drils of blue stone found in the neignbourhood ; the 
bridge was erected by the county, at an expense of 
more than £4000. A stone bridge of one arch was 
built in 182d, over the town brook, on the road to 
Welshpool, and, by way of distinction, is termed the 
Short Bridge. The town, which appears to be more 
flourishing, and to be rising into greater importance, 
than any in North Wales, is indiiferently paved, 
partially lighted with gas, and amply supplied with 
water. Considerable improvements have taken place 
within the last few years, among which is the con- 
struction of a road leading through the heart of the 
county of Radnor to Builth, and forming the most 
direct road from Chester, and the northern parts of 
Wales, to the south-western part of England. A 
book society was established in 1830, which is libe- 
rally supported by subscription among the inhabit- 
ants of the immediate vicinity. The envinms 
abound with pleasing and interesting romantic sce- 
nery, and a nne view of the town is obtained from 
the summits of the hills on the north and south sides. 
At the distance of about a mile and a half on the 
road to Builth, is a picturesque and strikingly beau- 
tiful spot, much resorted to by the inhabitants : from 
the summit of a shelving mass of rock, eighty feet 
high, a stream of water rushes with impetuosity, 
forming in its descent a fine cascade, and winds at 
the base through a glen richly planted with shrubs 
and trees of various kinds. The parish contains 
2589a. Ir. 16p., nearly the whole under cultivation, 
and including 40 or 50 acres of woodland ; on the 
banks of the Severn, which intersects it from west to 
east, the surface is flat ; in other parts there is a 
pleasing alternation of hill and dale. The soil) 
though much mixed with stones, which are thrown 
up in ploughing, is generally of good quality, aad 
capable under skilful management of producing 
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plentiful crops of all softs of erain ; the arable and 
grass lands being about equal in extent, and the 
rateable annual value of toe parish amounting to 
£9078. 

The staple trade of this place and its neighbour^ 
hood is the manufacture oijtarmel^ which was first in*- 
troduced about fifty years since, and for several years 
conducted upon a small scale, Uie average number of 
pieces not exceeding; ten per week. The superior 
fineness of the Welsh wool, and the peculiar softness 
of the water of the Severn, however, aflPorded every 
facility for conducting the manufecture to advan- 
tage; and the skill and care bestowed by the masters 
<on the finishing of the goods have distinguished the 
flannels of Newtown tor unrivalled excellence of 
quality. The manufacture is now carried on to a 
very considerable extent, aflPording employment to 
more than three thousand persons in the town and 
vicinity, in which not less than fifty factories have 
been established, working fifty thousand spindles, a 
^ousand two hundred looms, and fifty carding^en- 
gines, which are propelled by water and steam. The 
average number of pieces, each containing a hundred 
and sixty yards, at present manufactured, is two 
hundred and fiftv per week, which are of Uie finest 
quality, and obtain a ready sale in the market held 
every alternate Thursday, in a spacious building re* 
cently erected, and opened on September 6th, 1832, 
the proprietors of which are shareholders of £25 each. 
Previoosly, the market for the sale of flannels had 
been held at Welshpool, but the manufacturers and 
other inhabitants of this place erected the above- 
named building, with the view of withdrawing it en- 
tirely from that town, and establishing it permanently 
here. Connected with the factories there are not 
less than twenty fulling-mills and several extensive 
bteaching-grounds ; and machinery of every descrip- 
tion is also made in the town, as well for general 
purposes as for the improvement of the manumcture, 
into which it has been introduced with complete suc- 
cess. A foundry upon a large scale has been built, 
in which castings, and articles of evenr description, 
are made ; and there are also potteries for the coarser 
kinds of earthenware, and several tanneries and 
malt-kilns, a considerable trade being carried on in 
malt 

An act of parliament was obtained, in 1814, for 
extending the Montgomeryshire canal from Garthmill 
to this town, a distance of eight miles, which has 
been carried into effiect with great benefit to the 
trade of the place ; the line, which is called the Wes- 
tern branch of the Montgomeryshire canal, was 
opened on the 1st of March, 1819^ and, in the course 
of the following year, the basin, three hundred feet 
in length and a hundred wide, was completed. Seve- 
ral convenient wharfis and yards have beien erected for 
storing coal, bricks, slates, timber, and other articles 
of merdiandise, and numerous lime-kilns have been 
bmlt along the banks of the canal, whkh has contri- 
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buted to facilitate the conveyance of the heavier ar- 
ticles of manufacture, and to supply the neighbour- 
hood with commodities of every Kind. The markets^ 
which are abundantly supplied and well attended, 
are on Tuesday for corn and provisions, and on 
Saturday for provisions only; the tolls belong to 
Viscount Clive, as lord of the manor of Cedewen, in 
which the town is included. The market-hall is a 
plain brick building, situated in the centre of the 
principal street; the lower part is appropriated to 
the use of the corn-market, and the upper to the sale 
of wool, of which considerable quantities are pur- 
chased every market day. The^tr^ are on the first 
Tuesday in February, the last Tuesday in March, 
the first Tuesday in May, June 24th, the last Tues- 
day in August, October 24tb, and December 16th : 
of these the May, June, and October fairs are very 
large, and amply supplied with horses, cattle, sheep, 
pigs, and all kinds of wares ; and at the October fair, 
of which the first day is always for sheep and pigs^ 
more than eighteen thousand sheep are generally 
sold. By the act of 1832, for ^^ Amending the Re- 
presentation," Newtown has been constituted a con- 
tributory borouffh^ uniting with other towns in the 
county in the return of a member to parliament: the 
right of election is vested in every male person of 
full age occupying, either as owner or as tenant 
under the same landlord, a house or other premises 
of the annual value of not less than ten pounds, pro- 
vided he be capable of registering as the act directs ; 
and the present number of sn(£ tenements within 
the limits of the borough, which are described in the 
Appendix to this work, is two hundred and sixty. 
The town is within the jurisdiction of the county 
magistrates, who hold a petty-session for the division 
on the first Monday in every month ; and constables 
and other officers are appointed at the court leet of 
the lord of the manor, annually at Easter. It is 
supposed that the county gaol was formerly in this 
town, and near the market-place is an ancient build- 
ing, now converted into a public-house, which is still 
called the ** Old Gaol,'' but will probably be taken 
down with a view to the improvement of this part of 
the town. 

The LIVING is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £8. 15.; present net income, £406, with a glebe- 
house, a moaern and handsome building, and about 
four acres of land; patron. Bishop CK^St Asaph. 
The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is an ancient 
structure, in the early style of English arohitectare, 
with a low square tower surmounted by a belfry of 
wood ; the interior consists of two aisles, separated 
by a central range of pillars and pointed arches of 
wood, which support the roof, and a chancel, divided 
firom the body or the church by an elaborately carved 
and richly gilt and painted screen, removied hither 
from Abbey Cwm Hir, in the county of Radnor; 
there are some marble monuments, chiefly to the 
family of Pryce, of Newtown Hall ; and numerous 
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texts of scripture in frames are hong round the walls : 
it will contain about 300 persons. Her Majesty's 
Commissioners have proposed a grant of £4000, for 
an additional church, and land for a burial-ground 
adjoining the site, on condition that the inhabitants 
shall raise among themselves £1500 by subscription ; 
and the plan for its erection received the approval of 
the Commissioners in 1841. There are places of 
worship for Baptists, Wesleyans, Independents, and 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. 

An academy for the education of young men for 
the ministry among the Independents was removed 
to the town from Llanvyllin, in 18*21, which, toge- 
ther with a grammar school attached to it, is sup- 
ported chiefly by the congregational fund under the 
superintendence of the Board in London. To this 
institution Thomas Jones, who died in 1813, was 
a liberal benefactor. Having by his will, dated in 
1810, bequeathed £1600 for its promotion, and for 
other benevolent purposes, which, though not strictly 
connected with this place, may, perhaps, not be in- 
appropriately noticed in the present article, he di- 
rected that £1400 of the sum should, immediately 
after his death, be placed out at interest on real or 

S government security, and the principal not be claimed 
or two years ; the interest of £700 to be divided 
among poor dissenting ministers, no annual benefac- 
tion to exceed £5 ; and the interest of the remaining 
£700 to be paid annually to the treasurer, in aid of 
the North Wales circulating charity schools : and he 
further ordered, that the interest of the residue, £200, 
should be applied annually for distribution among so 
many of the most necessitous and deserving of the 
students of the academy as the tutor should fix upon. 
At the period specified in the will, the executors 
paid over to the trustees £810, being the amount, 
£900, minus legacy duty, bequeathed for the charity 
schools and the students, and which had been placed 
out on good security at five per cent The interest 
of £180 is annually paid to the master of the aca- 
demy, who divides it equally among nine students, 
who are educated gratuitously by the London Board, 
the academy being principally supported by volun- 
tary contributions ; and the proceeds of the remainder 
of the £810 are divided amongst the circulating 
schools, now reduced to three, of which the benefits 
are extended among the six counties of North Wales 
successively, the establishments remaining not longer 
than a year in one place. Each master receives £10 
annually from the bequest, leaving a small surplus 
to meet casual expenses; and they also receive £10 
each in addition from the ministers, which are raised 
by subscription. Of the other £700, the interest of 
which was to be divided among poor dissenting 
ministers, a great reduction occurred, in consequence 
of one of the executors, a brewer at Chester, be- 
coming a bankrupt in 1823: by the legacy duty, the 
original bequest had been reduced to £630, and for 
this claim the charity received out of the bankrupt's 
272 



effects £359, 2. 8., the interest of which is distri- 
buted according to the will. 

There are eleven day schooby in which about 150 
boys and 150 girls are instructed at their parents' 
expense ; £4. 3., interest on a bond of the trustees 
of the first district of the Montgomeryshire turnpike- 
trust, arising from a sum of £83, offertory money, 
placed in their hands, being annually paid to a mis- 
tress of one of the schools, for instructing eight poor 
children, nominated by the clergyman. Five Stm- 
day schools are also carried on, one of which, in con- 
nexion with the Established Church, contains about 
100 males and females, and in the other four, apper- 
taining to various denominations of dissenters, about 
1380 are taught; these schools are conducted gratui- 
tously, and that belonging to the Baptists has a lend- 
ing library attached, which is maintained by sub- 
scription. A dispensary was instituted in 1825, by 
William Pugh, Esq., of Bryn Llywarch, who, during 
the first year, defi^yed the whole expense of its 
establishment, amounting to more tlian £200; it is 
now supported by general subscription among the 
inhabitants, and b productive of great benefit to the 
numerous femilies employed in the manufactures of 
the place. William Jones, of Newtown, in 17d8» 
granted a rent-charge of 10^.; Elizabeth Evans, of 
maddox- street, Hanover-square, in 1815, bequeathed 
£300, vested in government securities, and yielding 
a dividend of £9; and an anonymous benefactor 

five £10; the interest of all which is distributed at 
aster and Christmas among the poor. The chari- 
ties that have been lost are, a bequest of £10, by 
Catherine Edwards, in 17*')4, a similar one by David 
Powell, and another of £5, by David Price. The 
poor law union, of which this town, conjointly with 
Llanidloes, is the head, was formed February I3tb, 
1837, and comprises the following seventeen parishes 
and townships; namely, Newtown, Aberhavesp, 
Bettws, Llanlligan, Llanllwchaiarn, Llanwyddelan, 
Manavon, Tregynon, Llanidloes, Carno, Llandinam, 
Llangurig, Llanwnnog, Penstrywed, Treveglwjrs, 
Kerry, and Moughtrey : it is under the superintend- 
ence of 21 guardians, and contains a population of 
25,95a At a place called Castell-y-Dale, about a 
mile from the town, are some faint traces of what is 
supposed to have been a castle ; but the walls are 
nearly all mouldered away, and its origin and history 
are lost in antiquity. In a fine park adjacent to the 
town, on the west, stands Newtown Hall ; and the 
surrounding country is enlivened by numerous other 
gentlemen's residences, among which may be men- 
tioned Black Hall, Bryn Llywarch, Dolerw, Doi* 
vorgan, Dolvorwyn Hfall, Glan-Havren, and Cre* 
gynog. 

NICHOLAS' (ST.), a parish, in the union of 
Cardiff, hundred of Dinas-Powvs, county of Gla* 
MORGAN, South Wales, 6 miles (w.bys.) firo"* 
Cardiff; containing 425 inhabitants. This parisbi 
which takes its name from the dedication of its cbnrcbf 
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is sitaated on the turnpike-road from Cardiff to Swan- 
sea, and comprises a considerable tract of arable and 
pasture land, the whole, with the exception of only 
a small portion, inclosed and cultivated. The soil is 
in general fertile and productive ; and the surround- 
ing scenery is pleasingly varied, and in some parts 
picturesque. Dyfryn House, formerly the seat of 
the ancient family of Pryce, and afterwards, by mar- 
rias^e with the heiress of that fieuniiy, the property 
and residence of the Hon. William Booth Grey, and, 
on the death of Mrs. Grey, of her relation, John 
Bruce Bruce, Esq., who has taken the name of 
Pryce, is agreeably situated in a retired spot, about 
a mile southward from the village ; the grounds are 
tastefully laid out, and comprehend a pleasing variety 
of scene^. Cottrel, the residence of C^pt Sir 
George Tylcr> R.N., to whom it reverted on the 
death of the late Earl of Clarendon, is pleasantly situ- 
ated, and commands from the rear of the house a fine 
view of the picturesque Vale of Ely, with Hensol 
Castle and the grounds attached to it on the western 
bank of the river. Fairs, chiefly for cattle and sheep, 
are held in the village on May 19th, August Slst, 
and December 17th; and the petty-sessions for the 
hundred are also held at this place. The living is a 
discharged rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£11. 10.; patron, John Bruce Pryce, Esq.: the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of £210« 
subject to rates, averaging £23. 7. 9. per annum ; and 
there is a gl^be of 56 acres, valued at £59 annually. 
The church is an ancient and venerable structure, 
with a tower at the west end. There are places of 
worship for Baptists and Welsh Calvinistic Metho- 
dists. About 40 boys and 16 girls are taught in two 
day schools at their parents' expense ; and tnree Sun- 
day schools, supported by voluntary contributions, 
contain about 120 males and 110 females; one in 
connexion with the Established Church ; the others 
belonging to Calvinistic Methodists and Baptists. 
On the right of the road leading from the village to 
Dyfryn House is an ancient cromlech, said to be the 
largest monument of the kind in the kingdom; it 
consists of flat stones nearly six feet in height, 
inclosing an area of seventeen feet in length and 
thirteen in breadth, upon which rests a table stone, 
twenty-four feet long, and varying in breadth from 
seventeen to ten feet. In a field by the road side, 
immediately opposite to Cottrel Lodge gate, is a 
single stone of the same origin, lying in an inclined 
position. Indeed, many parts of the neighbourhood 
arc studded with Druidical remains ; Dyfryn, Mr. 
Bruce Pryce's seat, being distinguished from other 
houses of the same name, as Dy&yn Golych, or the 
Vale of Worship. 

NICHOLAS' (ST.), otherwise MONKTON, 
a parish, in the hundred of Castlemartin, union 
and county of Pembroke, South Wales, adjoin- 
ing the town of Pembroke ; and containing 1462 in- 
hwitants. This place appears to have derived the 
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name of Monkton from the drcumstance of Amulph 
de Montgomery, the founder of Pembroke castle, 
having, in 1089, granted its church, situated within 
the precincts of that fortress, together with twenty 
carucates of land in this parish, to the abbey of St. 
Martin, at Seyes, in Normandy ; soon after the date 
of which gift, a priory of monks of the Benedictine 
order, dedicated to St. Nicholas, was founded at this 
place, and made a cell to that foreign abbey. William 
and Walter Mareschal, Earls of Pembroke, were 
great benefactors to this establishment, which con- 
tinued to flourish till the reign of Edward III., when 
that monarch seized it, with the other alien priories, 
into his own hands. It was restored by Henry IV., 
but being again seized, it was bestowed by Henry 
VI. upon Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, who, in 
the 21st of that reign, gave it as a cell to the abbey 
of St. Alban's, which grant was confirmed by Henry, 
in the 27th of his reign. It continued subordinate 
to that abbey till the dissolution, when its revenue 
was estimated, according to Speed, at £113. 2. 6., 
and, according to Dugdale, at £57. 9. 3. ; it was as- 
signed, in the 37th of Henry VIIL, to John Vaughan 
and Catherine his wife. 

The parish, which is bounded on the nortli by a 
creek of Milford Haven, extending up to the town 
of Pembroke, is situated to the south-west of that bo- 
rough, and comprises a considerable tract of land, 
wholly inclosed and in a state of cultivation. The 
soil is in general fertile, and the inhabitants, with 
the exception of those only of the village of Monk- 
ton, are employed in agriculture. The surrounding 
scenery is finely diversified, and the* views, extenc^ 
ing over the sea and the adjacent country, abound 
with interest. In the parish is Orielton, an andent 
mansion, supposed to have been originally built by 
one of the followers of Amulph de Montgomery, 
called Oriel, from whom it derived its name, and is now 
the property of Sir John Owen, Bart In the time 
of Henry 11. it belonged to the Wvrriotts, in whose 
possession it continued till the reign of Elizabeth, 
when it passed by marriage to tne Owens, and 
finally came to Sir Hugh Owen, Bart, who, dying 
in 1^09, left his large estates to his kinsman, John 
Lord, li^q., who, assuming the name of Owen, was 
created a baronet, and is now lord-lieutenant of the 
county* It has been greatly improved by the present 
propnetor, and is a himdsome mansion, occupying 
an elevated situation, finely sheltered by thick woods, 
and ornamented with thriving plantations. Corston, 
a respectable residence, is also in the parish ; and 
there were anciently several other seats and family 
mansions, some of which have entirely disappeared, 
and the rest have been converted into farm-houses. 
Courts leet are held by the lord of the manor, at 
which constables are appointed for the whole of the 
parish, who act under tne authority of the lord, in- 
dependently of the corporation of Pembroke. Fairs 
are held on May 14th and November 22nd. The 
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mayor of Pembroke exercises the Jurisdiction of 
coroner within the village, which by the late Bound- 
ary Act has been included, for electoral purposes, 
within the limits of that borough, as forming a sub- 
urb to the town. 

The livine is a discharged vicarage, consolidated 
with those of St Marv and St. Miemiel, Pembroke. 
The church, dedicatea to St Nicholas, formerly, the 
conventual church of the priory, and all that remains 
of that establishment, is an ancient and venerable 
structure, partly in the Norman, and partly in the 
early English style of architecture, with a Lady 
chapel at the east end, now roofless, but having four 
handsome windows on the southern side, and one in 
the eastern end. The nave is vaulted with stone, 
and the present chancel formerly communicated with 
the chapel of the Virgin by an archway, which has 
been closed for ages: the pavement of the church 
consists partly of curious glazed bricks; and the 
modern font rests on the fragment of a beautiful 
clustered column of remote antiquity. On each side 
of the ruined Lady chapel is a canopied recess for a 
recumbent figure, and to the right of the altar are 
stalls for two officiating priests. In the parish are 
three day schools, in whioi the children are paid for 
by their parents. There are numerous tumuli in 
various parts, evidently sepulchral, and probably 
raised over the remains of some of the ancient de- 
fenders of the soil against the Norman invaders; the 
greatest number is at a place called Dry Burrows, 
where is the largest g^oup of these monuments in 
the county, 

NICHOLAS' (ST.), a parish, in the union of 
Haverfordwest, hundred of Dewisland, county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, 5 miles (w. by s.) 
from Fishguard; containing 346 inhabitants. This 
parbh, which is situated in the north-western part of 
the county, and at no great distance from St 
Greorge's Channel, comprises a moderate portion of 
good arable and pasture land, inclosed and in a good 
state of cultivation : from the high grounds in the 
north and south parts of it some fine views are ob- 
tained of St George's Channel. The rateable an- 
nual value of property is returned at £744^ It con- 
stitutes the only prebend in the Cathedral Church of 
St David's, to wnich a residence in that city is at- 
tached, and is usually called St Nicholas JPen-y- 
Voes : the prebend is valued in the king's books at 
£5. 4. 6^., and is in the patronage of uie Bishop. 
I'he living is a discharged vicarage, annexed, with 
that of Mathrey, to the vicarwe of Granston : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£153, of which £102 are payable to the Prebendary, 
subject to rates, averaging £7. 4. 6., and £51, sud» 
ject to rates that average £3. 7. 11., to the Vicar, 
who has likewise a glebe of 36 acres, valued at 
£25. 4. per annum. The church, dedicated to St 
Nicholas, is not remarkable for any architectural 
details : in the fence of the churchyard is a stone, 
274 



about a yard and a half in length, and three-quarters 
of a yard in breadth, with the inscription TVNccr- 
TACCvx sordaar I ! HicciA ciT +• There is a 
place of worship for Presb]rteriaii8. A day sehod 
affords instruction to about 30 children, at the ez- 

S^eiise of their parents; and about 120 males and 
emales are g^ratuitously taught by Independents, to 
whom the day school also appertains. At no great 
distance from the church, just above the villa^ of 
Trellis, are the remains of an ancient cromlecb, 
the table stone of which rests only upon two sup- 
porters. 

NICHOLASTON, a parish, in the union aod 
hundred of Swansea, county of Glamoroan, 
South Wales, 11 miles (w. s. w.) from Swansea; 
containing 120 inhabitants. This parish, which de- 
rives its name from the dedication of its churdi to 
St. Nicholas, is situated on the shore of Oxwich bay, 
by which it is bounded on the south, and comprises 
a small tract of arable and pasture land, with a com- 
paratively trifling portion uninclosed and unculti- 
vated. The surrounding scenery is pleasingly va- 
ried, and is enriched wiUi thriving timber ; and the 
views from the eminence termed Cevn Br^n, over 
Penrice Castle and grounds, and from the diffii that 
impend over the bay, are interesting and diversified. 
The hamlet of Manselfield, in the parish, from 
which place one of the churchwardens and one of 
the overseers of the poor are invariably chosen, is 
so called from the Mansel family, one of whom, 
William Mansel, Esq., of Penrice Castle, was pro- 
prietor of it in the reign of Henry VI. ; it is situ- 
ated at a short dbtance from the village of Nichol- 
aston, and consists of about seventy acres. The 
living is a discharged rectory, with that of Oxwich 
annexed, rated in the king's books at £5. 11* O^m* 
present net income, £224, with a glebe-house ; pt- 
tron, C. R. M. Talbot, Esq., who is the principal 
owner of land in the parish. The church is a small 
plain edifice, possessing no architectural details of 
importance, and is situated near the summit <n 
the diflfs which overhang the centre of Oxwich 
bav 

NODDVA, a hamlet, in the pariA of Dab- 
OWEN, union and hundred of Machyi^lleth, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, Smiles (e. by n.) 
from Machynlleth ; containing 528 inhabitants. The 
name of this township signines a place of refuge, 
from which it is supposed that the parochial churcfa» 
which is situated within its limits, and a certain tract 
around it, now described by three stones, once af- 
forded sanctuary to offenders against the laws. &f>' 
of these stones stands about one mile from the church ; 
one of them, called Carreg Noddva, or " the stone 
of refuge," near Cevn Cdch Ucha, to the east: ano- 
^r, near Rhosdyrnog, rising neariy three y^ds 
above the ground, to the south; and the tbirof 
which is smaller, to the north-east, near Cwm 
Bychan Mawr. Upon the summit of Vron Gocb, b 
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hill about half a mile westward from the church, are 
vestifi^es of an ancient intrenchment ; and there is a 
tamulus on the top of another bill, designated 
Bwlch Gelli Las : near the latter, on the sheep-walk 
of the farm Berllan D^, a celt and various orazen 
military weapons were discovered a few years since. 

NOLTON, a parish, in the union of Haver- 
fordwest, hundred of Khos, county of Pembboke, 
South Wales, 6 miles (w. by n.) firom Haverford- 
west; containing 227 inhabitants. This parish is 
situated on the eastern shore of St Bride's bay, and 
comprises a moderate portion of arable and pasture 
land, which was inclosed under the provisions of an 
act of parliament in 1759* The surface is varied 
and in some parts hilly ; the soil is in general pro- 
ductive, and the inhabitants are chiefly employed 
in agriculture. Stone, of a quality not inferior to 
that of Portland, abounds in the parish, and some 
quarries have been opened, that might have been 
worked to great advantage, had due care been taken 
to find out the proper stratum. The repairs and 
alterations of the cathedral church of St David's 
were to have been wholly executed with this stone, 
but the contractor for the buttresses having taken 
that stratum of the stone which lay nearest the sur- 
face, instead of sinking lower for that of the best 
quality, the intention was abandoned. The small 
haven near the village of Drewson, in the parish, 
afforded a fticility for conveying the produce of the 
Quarries to its destination, and probably, when fur- 
uier trial has been made of the quality of the stone 
from the proper stratum, it may ^ain become a 
shipping-place for that material. Of the rateable 
annual value of the parish the return made amounts 
to £578. 1 7. 6. The living is a discharged rectory, 
rated in the king's books at £4. 2. IK, endowed 
with £200 royal bounty, and in the patronage of the 
Crown; present net income, £154, with a glebe- 
house : toe tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £11 8» subject to rates, averaging £6. 18. 7. ; 
and there is a fflebe of 29a, 2r. 20/?., valued at £40 
per annum. 1 ne church is dedicated to St Madoc : 
there was formerly a chapel of ease at the village of 
Drewson, but it has been for some time in ruins. 
A school, containing thirty children daily and twenty 
on Sundays, is supported by an endowment of £20, 
arising from a bequest of £500, now vested in the 
three and a half per cents., by John Grant, f^q., of 
Waltham Place, county of Berks, in 1806, who left 
the same sum for a similar purpose to the parish of 
Roch. A house consisting of a schoolroom on the 
first floor, and two rooms oelow for the residence of 
the master, was erected principally at the expense of 
the late Rev. Moses Grant The master is ap- 
pointed by the rector and churchwardens, who have 
also the nomination of the children. At Drewson, 
properly Dniidston, were some Druidical remains, 
from which that small hamlet originally derived its 
name; the stones that composed the circle were 
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removed in 1740, and have been used for building 
purposes. 

NORTHOP (NORTH-HOPE), a parish, in 
the union of Holywell, Northop division of the 
hundred of Colesuill, county of Flint, North 
Wales, 3 miles (n. by e.) from Mold, and 3 (s. by e.) 
from Flint ; containing 3566 inhabitants. This place, 
which has obtained its present appellation in contra- 
distinction to Ekist, or Queen's Hope, was by the 
Welsh called *^ Llan-Eui^in," from the dedication 
of its first church to St Eurgain, niece of St Asaph, 
the second bishop of the see that from him derived 
its name. The parish^ whiph comprises about 8000 
acres, is situated on the estuary of the Dee, by 
which it is bounded on the north-east, and is tra- 
versed by the roads from Chester to Holyhead, ^nd 
from Mold to Holywell, which cross each other 
near the church. It comprises more than thirteen 
thousand acres of good arable and pasture land, in- 
closed and cultivated, exclusively of several thousand 
acres of sands on the estuary of the river, which, 
being almost entirely dry at low water, might at a 
comparatively small expense be brought into culti- 
vation. The village, which is large, is pleasantly 
situated in a fertile and beautiful tract of country, 
abounding with finely varied and highly picturesque 
scenery, and is surrounded on all sides by elegant 
villas and handsome seats, inhabited by opulent 
families, among which the most conspicuous is 
Soughton Hall. The parbh is rich in mineral trea- 
sure, and coal and lead-ore have been worked here 
for several centuries ; a large colliery is still carried 
on in the hamlet of Sougnton, and several shafts 
have been sunk on the >^rthop Hall estate, in the 
hamlets of Northop and Kelsterton. In the hamlet 
of Caervallwch are some very extensive lead-mines, 
which have been wrought from the earliest times, 
but are now rapidly declining, in consequence of the 
low price of lead. An ale and porter brewery, the 
first of the kind established in the county, was erec- 
ted in the hamlet of Kelsterton, in the year 1818, 
and is conducted with great advantage to the propri- 
etors ; part of the city of Chester, and this and the 
adjoining counties being supplied from it In the 
hamlet of Golvtyn a quay and pier have been con- 
structed, within the last few years, bv the Irish 
Coal Company, and vessels sail regularly from this 
place for Liverpool, London, and Dublin, and the 
ports of North Wales. The channel made by the 
Kiver Dee Company passes for several miles through 
the parish ; but the lands on the north side are still 
occasionally inundated. 

The LIVING consists of a rectory and a vicarage; 
the rectory, a sinecure, annexed, by an act passed 
in the 6th of Queen Anne's reign, to the bishopric 
of St Asaph, in lieu of mortuaries, and rated in the 
king's books at £49. 14. 9^. ; the vicarage endowed, 
rated at £14. 6. 8., and in the gift of the Bishop : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent^chara^e of 
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£1297, of which a sum of £797 is payable to the 
Bishop, subject to rates, averaging £l 10. 7., and one 
of £500 to the vicar subject to rates that average 
£54. 5. 4. per annum : there is a glebe-house. The 
present church, erected in 1571, and dedicated to 
St Peter, is a spadous and embattled structure, with 
a lofty and elegant tower, ninety-eight feet high, 
and consists of a nave, chancel, and north aisle, with 
a sepulchral chapel adjoining the latter, in honour of 
St Mary, and containing several ancient monu- 
ments. Of these, the oldest is one having the 
effigy of lidwyn ab Gronow, Prince of Tegengl, 
who died in 1073; anpther has the effigy of a 
knight in complete armour, with the hands crossed 
upon the breast, and a lion at the feet, the shield 
bearing a cross with five mullets ; a third monument 
is to the memory of a female, whose effigy is well 
sculptured, having the head protected by an elabo- 
rately wrought canopy; from the neck depends a 
massive chain, and around the whole is a mutilated 
inscription, of which only the date mcccclxxxii. is 
legible. In digging a grave near the communion 
taole, in 1798, was found an ancient figure of an 
armed knight, well sculptured; the armour of the 
period of the reign of Ricnard II. There are places 
of worship in £e village for Calvinistic and Wes- 
leyan Methodists; at Rhos Esmor, one each for 
Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists, for which latter 
denomination there are also one at Soughton and 
one at Golvtyn. 

The Free grammar-school vi2A founded in 1606, by 
the Rev. George Smith, LL.B., who endowed it 
with £20 per annum for the salary of a master, and 
with £2. to a poor boy of each of the towns and 
parishes of Northop, Fhnt, Whitford, Cwm, and St 
Asaph. Dr. D. Ellis, in 1624, augmented the en- 
dowment with £5 a year, for the oetter support of 
the master; and Owen Jones, Esq., in 1658, be- 

Sueathed all his lands and tenements in Northop to 
le vicar and churchwardens, in trust for the mainte- 
nance of seven boys of this parish in the above 
school, who should receive £4 per annum each for 
five years, at the expiration of tnat time be appren- 
ticed with a fee of £8. Previously to 1815, the 
rents of the property had amounted to £131 per 
annum, and there was at that time a surplus of £547 
in the hands of the trustees. By a clecree of the 
court of Chancery, issued in that year, five more 
boys were added to the establishment; the annual 
payment to each was increased to £6, and the ap- 
prentice fee to £12 ; an addition of £10 per annum 
was also made to the salary of the master, and the 
remaining surplus was ordered to be distributed in 
weekly or monthly portions to the poor not receiving 
parochial aid. In 1609, three years after the Rev. 
George Smith's will, the parish built a school-house, 
on ground adjoining the churchyard ; but it having 
been allowed to feH into a state of dilapidation, the 
National Society, at the request of the vicar, g^ranted 
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£80, which was increased to £100 by the Bishop of 
St Asaph and the Vicar, and in 1831 it was com- 
pletely repaired. A National school, in which are 
about 130 children, was erected in 1823 by sub- 
scription, aided by a gift of £100 from the parent 
society, upon ground presented by the Marquess of 
Westminster; it has an endowment of £40 per 
annum, being the interest of £800 raised out of the 
accumulations of Owen Jones's charity. In nine 
Sunday schools, maintained by voluntary contribu- 
tions, about 420 males and 320 females are taught by 
gratuitous teachers ; one on the National plan, five 
appertaining to Calvinistic Methodists^ and the other 
three to Wesleyans. There are also three infants'" 
schools, containing about fifty children, whose edu- 
cation is paid for bv their parents. Various charita- 
ble donations and bequests in money and land have 
been appropriated to the endowment of the National 
school, the principal being a bequest of £50, by 
Mrs. Margaret Ellis, in 1700, for teaching female 
children, one of £40 by Hugh Garrison, and another 
of £20 by Mr. Edwards, of Soughton : of the cha- 
rities not so applied are a rent-charge of £2 by 
Ladv Catherine Hanmer, in 1646, and two others 
of Jtl each, by Henry Kenrick, in 1609, and Hu^b 
Price Wynne ; but the chief bene&ctor of the parish 
was the above Owen Jones, in 1658, whose estates 
now produce £138. 16. 6. per annum, of which 
about £40 are distributed on Maunday Thursday 
and St. Thomas's-day among the poor. 

In the hamlet of Caervallwch, about two miles 
westward from the village, are the remains of a very 
extensive camp, called JkfoeZ-v-Go^r, or ** the for- 
tified hill," occupying an emmence surrounded by 
a deep circular fosse, and having an entrance on the 
western side : within the area, and near the northern 
extremity, is a small artificial mound, from the sum- 
mit of which is one of the most extensive prospects 
in the principality. This camp, which is the most 
perfect of all the British posts in North Wales, com- 
manded all the lines of stations on the Clwydian 
mountains, to the west : the view from it embraces 
the vales of Hope and Mold, as far as Wrexham, 
on the south; toe estuaries of the Dee and the 
Mersey, with the port of Liverpool, on the north ; 
and Cnester, on the east About three hundred 
paces to the north-west of it is a large artificial 
mound, commanding the pass of the mountain, and 
most probably intended as an outpost to the pnn- 
cipal camp of Moel-y-Gaer. At the distance of a 
mile to the north of the village of Northop,^ ^^ 
near the road leading to Holywell, are the ruins of 
UPs Edwyn^ the ancient palace of Ekiwyn ab Gro- 
now, the above-named rri^^ee "of Tegengl: th^^ 
remains, which are very inconsiderable, occupY ^ 
commanding situation ; the foundations of the palace 
may still be traced, and the moat by which it was 
surrounded is still tolerably perfect on the north- 
east Edwyn, in conjunction with several of the 
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native princes of North Wales, attempted to oppose 
the progress of William the CoDoueror in the sub- 
jugation of the principality, but without success, and, 
as appears from Domesday-book, was compelled to 
hold his territories subject to that monarch. After 
Edwyn's death, in 1078, they remained in the. pos- 
session of his descendants till the reien of Henry IV., 
when Howel Gwynedd, having embraced the cause 
of Owain Glyndwr, was taken prisoner and be- 
headed, and his estates were forfeited to the crown. 
Wafs Dyhe^ here erroneously called Offa's Dyke, 
enters the parish in the hamlet of Soughton, and, 
crossing the road to Mold near the turnpike-gate, 
takes a westerly course for some distance, and then 
forming an acute angle and taking a northern direc- 
tion, crosses the Holywell road at the stone quarry, 
within a mile from the village of Northop, and passes 
near Ll^s Edwyn, where it again pursues a westerly 
course, and leaves the parish near Cornist. William 
Parn/f LL.D.^ representative in parliament for 
Queenborough in the reign of Elizabeth, and who 
was executed before the door of the parliament- 
house, in 1584, for designing the death of that 
sovereign, was a native of the parish ; and Dr. John 
Wynne^ Bishop of St Asaph, and afterwards of 
Bath and Wells, who received the rudiments of his 
education in the grammar school, was interred in 
the chancel of the church; he erected Soughton 
Hall in 1714. 

NORTON, a parish, in the union of Presteign, 
hundred and county of Radnor, South Wales, 
2^ miles (n. k. w.) from Presteign; containing 291 
inhabitants. This parish, which is pleasantly situ- 
ated in the eastern part of the county, bordering 
upon Herefordshire, and is intersected by the OTcat 
turnpike-road from North Wales through Knighton 
to Presteign, comprises a considerable tract of arable 
and pasture land, the greater portion inclosed and in 
a good state of cultivation. The surrounding^ sce- 
nery, though not distinguished by any peculiarity, 
is pleasing and well wooded ; and the views, espe- 
cially towards the east, embracing a portion of the 
county of Hereford, are interesting and diversified : 
there are two elegant mansions, Boultibrook, and 
Norton House. The inhabitants of the village, which 
is seated on a small stream that falls into the river 
Lug, call the place a borough, and style themselves 
burgesses ; but nothing satisfactory is recorded either 
of uie time or the manner in which they received 
their privileges, which are but few and very ob- 
scurely defined : they are empowered to hold a court 
every two or three years, and it is said that the in- 
terval between these courts must not exceed four 
years. The living is a discharged vicarage, rated 
in the king's books at £5, and endowed with £200 
royal bounty, and in the patronage of the Crown ; 
present net income, £147: the living is endowed 
with part of the rectorial tithes, and ue remiunder 
belongs to several proprietors. The church, dedi- 
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cated to St Andrew, is an ancient edifice, consisting 
of a nave and chancel, with a low tower. In the 
village is the site of an ancient castle, of which no 
account can now be obtained. 

NOTTAGE, a township, in the parish of 
Newton-Nottage, union of Bridgend and Cow- 
bridge, hundred of Newcastle, county of Gla- 
morgan, South Wales, 5 miles (w. by s.) from 
Bridgend : the population is included in the return 
for the parish. It is bounded on the west by the 
sea; and the Dyfryn Llynvi and Porthcawl railway 
passes close to the village, on the east A Sunday 
school has been established, and is supported by the 
incumbent of the parish, for the instruction of poor 
children. 
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OVERTON, or OVERTON-MADOC, a bo- 
rough and parish (anciently a market-town), in the 
union of Ellesmere, hundred of Maelor, county 
of Flint, South Wales, 5 miles (n. n. w.) from 
Ellesmere; containing 1662 inhabitants. This place, 
which is divided into two portions, called the Ville 
and the Foreira, derives the adjunct to its name 
from Madoc ab Meredydd, Prince of Powys and 
lord of Overton^ who is said to have erected a castle 
here, of which the only vestige is the site, still de- 
signated Castle Field. At the time of the Conquest, 
the place, termed in Domesday-book '^ Ovretone," 
was in the possession of a Saxon chieftain, but was 
granted by the Conqueror to Robert Fitz-Hugh, 
one of his followers. Edward I., in the 14th year 
of his reign, rave the lordship to his queen Eleanor, 
who bestowed it upon Robert de Crevecoeur, with 
the privilege of a weekly market and a fair; and in 
the 20th of his reign, Edward made it a free bo- 
rough by charter. The same monarch, in the follow-^ 
ing year, commanded Re^nald de Grey, chief justice 
of (Jhester, to go personally to Overton, and to assign 
to the burgesses, and to such others as might oe 
induced to become inhabitants, competent lands 
within the demesne of Overton Castle, and wood to 
build them burgages ; and in the 28th of his rei^, 
Edward conferredT upon the burgesses exemption 
from toll for seven years, and various other immuni- 
ties. Edward II. gave the borough and lordship to 
his queen Isabel ; and in the l4Ui of the reign of 
Edward III. they were granted, together with other 
lands in Maelor, to Eubule le Strange, baron of 
Knockyn, with a confirmation of the preceding char^ 
ter, which was also enlarged, with additional privi- 
leges, in the reign of Richard II. 

The parish comprises about 6000 acres, the soil of 
two-thirds of which is stiff day, and that of the rest, 
gravelly loam. The milage is beautifully situated 
on elevated ground on the banks of the Dee, over 
which river is a handsome stone bridge of two lofty 
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arches, connecting the counties of Denbigh and 
Flint, and on the turnpike-road leading from Chester 
to Shrewsbury. The surrounding scenery is beau- 
tifully picturesque, being composed of a great diver- 
sity of features in pleasing combination and agree- 
able contrast From a ridge near the village is seen, 
on one side, an extensive plain of verdant meadows, 
enlivened by the windings of the river Dee, skirted 
in front by fertile and richly-wooded slopes, and 
bounded in the distance by the lofty summits of the 
surrounding mountains ; on the other side, the Vale . 
Royal of Cheshire, with richly diversified and highly 
picturesque scenery, and the fertile and open plains 
of Salop, in luxuriant cultivation, are seen in all 
their beauty. Tiie village is prepossessing in its 
appearance, and, with its venerable church, as seen 
from almost every point of view, forms a highly 
picturesque and interesting feature in the landscape. 
At the bridge, which is about a mile from the village, 
the river, after spreading through the adjacent plains, 
becomes contracted in its channel, and flows rapidly 
between its lofty and precipitous banks, whicn are 
crowned with wood. 

There is neither trade nor manufacture of any 
kind carried on ; but upon the banks of the Dee, 
between Overton and the contiguous village of Ban- 
gor- Iscoed, exists a considerable quantity of a species 
of ductile clay, adapted for the use of potters. The 
market has long been discontinued ; fairs are held 
on the Monday before Holy Thursday, June 11th, 
August 9th, and October 8th. Overton is one of 
the contributory boroughs within the county which 
are united in the return of a member to parliament ; 
the right of election is in every householder who is 
rated to the relief of the poor, and has paid his rates 
for six months previously ; and the present number 
of voters is about three hundred. Tne limits of the 
borough, which are co-extensive with those of the 
parish, and comprise an area of nine miles in circum- 
ference, were not altered by the Boundary Act of 
1832. The village is also one of the polling-places 
in the election of a knight for the shire. The bo- 
rough is within the jurisdiction of the county mi^s- 
trates, who hold petty-sessions for the hundred at 
this place ; and a house of correction for the hun- 
dred was erected here in 1824, at the expense of the 
county. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, united to the rec- 
tory of Bangor-Iscoed : the tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £551. 8. 2., subject to 
rates, averaging £40. 5. 9. annually. The church, de- 
dicated to St. Mary, and originally a spacious cru- 
ciform structure, consists at present only of a nave, 
aisles, and chancel, with a lofty square tower sur- 
mounted with an embattled circular turret, command- 
ing a very extensive view : the prevailing character 
is the early style of English architecture ; the tower, 
which appears to be of mter date, is supposed to have 
been built when the church was reduced in dimen- 
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sions by the removal of the transepts and the original 
tower at the intersection, which had probably follen 
into decay. In the chancel is a pew that appears 
to have been granted to the Kynaaton family, and 
on which is the inscription <* Proiectoris Auctoritate^ 
1649. The north aisle has been recently enlarged, 
and two hundred and eighty-one additional sitting 
have been erected, of which a hundred and sixty-six 
are free, in consideration of a gift of £200 by the 
Incorporated Society for building and enlarging 
churcnes and chapels. The churchyard, which u 
large, is remarkable for the great number of yew 
trees of extraordinary growth with which it abounds. 
There is a place of worship for Wesleyan Method- 
ists, erected in 1816. A National school, for the 
gratuitous education of poor children, has been built 
and is supported by subscription; and about 200 
children are taught m five day schools, in three of 
which the instruction is at the parents' cost. There 
are also three Sunday schools, conducted by gratui- 
tous teachers, in two of which are ISO males and 
females, who attend the Establbhed Church, and in 
the other, appertaining to Wesleyan Primitive Me- 
thodists, are 20 ; and about 100 children are taught 
at their parents' expense in six infants' schools. 

A small estate belongs to the poor of the parish, 
said to have been a grant of a person namea John 
Lloyd, but whether by will or deed does not appear; 
it is situated in the township of Maes LewiSy and 
contains nine acres, one of wnich is coppice : about 
thirty years since timber to the amount of £80 was 
cut from the land, which sum was applied towards 
the erection of a poor house, £4 interest, in lieu, 
being now paid out of the rates. Another property, 
consisting of about ten acres, and yielding a rent of 
£15, was purchased in 1732 at Penly with some 
consolidated charities amounting to £100 ; and 
about sixty years ago, a rood of land was added 
under an inclosure act The produce of the wliole, 
including Lloyd's estate, is £29. 1., which is ex- 
pended in clothing, and distributed at Christmas 
among the poor, who also receive bread on Sundays 
to the amount of £5. 4. annually, arising from a 
rent-charge on land in the township of Cltn/f the 
grant of Thomas and Margaret Eyton. A sum of 
£48, arising from a sale of timber off the poor's land 
was spent by an order of vestry in 17^1, but no 
interest has ever been paid,. and therefore it must be 
regarded as lost. Tne site of the ancient castk 
occupies the brow of a lofty promontory overlooking 
the river Dee ; and in the park of Gwemhailed, m 
the parish, are the remains of a large circular camp? 
surrounded by a rampart of earth, called the Cat^^ 
Yard: it commands tne whole of the country to the 
west of the river, and near it is a tumulus, twenty- 
two yards in length and twelve yards broad, raised 
to a considerable height; it is designated the Guxnf^ 
Gravej but nothing is recorded of its origin or his- 
tory. In the mansion of Maesgwaelod, for several 
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centuries the residence of the Hanmer family, and 
from which the township took its name, now the 
property of Major Fletcher, who commanded the 
rear of the British army at the battle of Corunna, on 
the 16th of January, 1809, are the keys of that city, 
which were brougnt away by the Major, and depo- 
sited here ; they are held together by a ring, from 
which is suspended a steel plate, with the l^end 
" Portiao de Puerta de AbiaoJ* 

OXWICH, a parish, m the union and hundred 
of Swansea, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
14 miles by Penrice, and 13 across the sands (w. s. w.) 
from Swansea; containing 845 inhabitants. This 
parish is situated on the Bristol Channel, and on the 
western shore of the small but fine bay to which it 
gives name, and which has a considerable depth of 
water at all times of the tide, as well as good an* 
chorage. It comprises a moderate tract of arable 
and pasture land, inclosed and in a good state of cul- 
tivation. The surrounding scenery is finely varied, 
and enlivened with luxuriant woods, and the views 
over the channel and the adjacent country possess 
much interest. The bay on the north has some firm 
and smooth sands, well adapted for sea-bathing : on 
the east it is bounded by lotity and precipitous clif&, 
affording shelter from the winds, ana on the west by 
gently sloping hills richly covered with wood from 
the margin otthe water to their summits. A few of 
the inhabitants are employed in blasting the con- 
tiguous limestone rocks, and in di^ng on the shore 
for stones of a similar quality, with which small ves- 
sels are occasionally freighted for the opposite coast 
of Devonshire. Lobsters and crabs, tc^ether with 
two or three species of edible sea plants, are procured 
here. The living is a dischargea rectory, united to 
that of Nicholaston, and rated m the king's books at 
£9. 9. 2. The church, dedicated to St lUtyd, is 
romantically situated at the base of a hill on the 
western side of the bay, and, as seen from the sands, 
has a very picturesque appearance ; it contains an 
ancient altar-tomb, on wnich are die effig^ies of a 
knight and his lady, in a recumbent position. There 
is a National school, supported by a lady in the 
neighbourhood, and attended by 30 children daily 
andby 40 on Sundays. Thomas Bevan, in 1708, 
bequeathed £10 to the poor of the parish ; but after 
the interest had been paid for some years, the prin- 
cipal was lost by the personal representative or the 
t^tator becoming insolvent On the hill above the 
village are the ruins of Oxwich Castle, supposed to 
have been built about the middle of the sixteenth 
century, by Sir Rice Mansel, rather as a residence 
than as a place of strength ; they consist chiefly of 
some dilapidated portions of the walls, in one of 
which are the remains of a fine window. 

OYSTERMOUTH, a parish, in the union and 
hundred of Swansea, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 5 miles (s. w.) from Swansea; con- 
taining 1477 inhabitants. This pkce was anciently 
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called by the Welsh Caer Tawy, and probably de- 
rived that name from the erection of a castle, the 
foundation of which is by some historians ascribed to 
Henry de Beaumont, .wno wrested from Caradoc ab 
lestyn extensive territories in the province of Gower, 
for the security of which he built several castles; 
and by others to ' Richard de Granville, one of the 
Norman knights who attended Robert Fitz-Hamon, 
and who materially contributed to his conquest of 
Glamorgan. The parish, situated in the peninsula 
of Gower, and bounded on the east by the bay of 
Swansea, comprises a ver^ large portion of arable 
and pasture, inclosed and m good cultivation, and a 
tract of common, which is uninclosed and open to 
the proprietors and tenants of land. The vulage is 
mucli resorted to by visiters during the summer; 
but, from its peculiar situation under a high lime- 
stone rock, which deprives it of the sun for several 
months in the winter, is a very dreary residence 
during that season. The surrounding scenery, though 
rather bold and striking, has little either of a pictu- 
resque or pleasing diaracter ; but the high grounds 
command noble views over the bays of Swansea and 
Carmarthen, the peninsula of Gower, which separates 
them, and the Bristol Channel. Woodlands Castle, 
the seat of the late General Warde, is a handsome 
modem mansion, situated about a mile and a half to 
the north of Oystermouth Castle. 

There are some quarries of limestone of an excel- 
lent quality, which, firom its being susceptible of a 
fine polish, is substituted for marble in the manu- 
facture of mantel-pieces, monumental tablets, and 
other articles : a con^derable number of the poorer 
inhabitants find employment in these quarries, which 
are wrought upon an extensive scale, and in ^e mills 
that have been erected for sawing and polishing the 
blocks of stone, which are here manufoctured into 
the various articles above noticed. In working the 
quarries it has been stated that human bones of a 
lai^e size have been often discovered. A tram-roady 
that has been constructed firom this place to Swan- 
sea, along the sea-coast, affords fiidiity of conveying 
the limestone from the quarries, and of bringing back 
coal and manure. The oyster fishery is earned on 
during the season to a considerable extent, chiefly 
for the supply of the Bristol market ; and salmon 
are frequently procured from the weirs on the shores 
of Swansea bay. The Mumbles Pointy an insulated 
rock at high water, forms the western extremity of 
Swansea bay ; and the trustees of the harbour have 
erected a lighthouse upon it, which has been pro- 
ductive of the greatest benefit to vessels navigating 
this coast, and is supported by a small toll payable 
by each vessel passing within a certain distance of it. 
The Mumbles Koads provide excellent shelter, with 
good anchorage, for ships navigating the channel, 
which frequently put in here during the prevalence 
of westerly sales, to the number, occasionally, of two 
hundred saiK 
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The Hvtna is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£200 royal bounty, and £1000 parliamentary grant; 
net income, £85 ; patron and impropriator, Colonel 
Perrott. The churchy dedicated to All Saints, is a 
neat and appropriate edifice, though not remarkable 
for any architectural details of importance, and con* 
tains a monument to the memory of Thomas Bowd- 
ler, Esq., of Rhydings, in this county, editor of the 
Family Shakspeare, and of a puriiied edition of 
Gibbon's Dechne and Fall of the Roman Empire* 
There are places of worship for Independents, and 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. A National 
school, consisting of about 30 children, is maintained 
by annual subscriptions of a guinea, for which sum 
each donor recommends two children ; and there are 
a day school, in which about 20 children, chiefly 
boys, are instructed at their parents' expense ; and 
two Sunday schook, in one of which, superintended 
by the incumbent, are from 60 to 70 males and 
females, and in the other, supported by the minister 
of the Independents' chapel, are 107. Mrs. Benbato 
bequeathed a rent-charge of £2 per annum to the 
poor, to be distributed in bread on Easter and 
Christmas days ; but the late Rev. Thomas Fryer, 
who possessed a moiety of the lands so charged, 
made a will in 1834, empowering his executor to 
transfer to the curate £100 three per cent consols., 
to relieve the property, and the dividend to be ex- 
pended in bread, according to the will of the original 
donor; and the poor also receive benefit from two 
other gifts of an ancient date, amounting to £4, the 
interest of which is paid out of the parish rates. 
Upon the summit of a knoll, surrounded by broken 
cliffs, a little to the north-westward of the church, 
and commanding a fine marine prospect, are the 
remains of the castle^ consisting principally of the 
shell, which is nearly entire: the walls are finely 
mantled with ivy, and in such good preservation, 
that the plan of several of the apartments may be 
distinctly traced; the prevailing character of the 
architecture is the earl^ English style, of which it 
affords a very ^ood specimen, and the ruins retain an 
air of venerable and stately appearance. 



PAINSCASTLE (PAIN'S CASTLE), a 
hamlet and small village, in the parish of Llanbedr- 
Painscastle, union of Hay, hundred of Pains- 
castle, county of Radnor, South Wales, 6 miles 
(n. w. by w.) from Hay : the population is included 
in the return for the parish. It is situated in a vale 
near the northern bank of the Bachwy stream, which 
nearly encircles the village, and was formerly of 
much greater importance than it is at present, having 
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had a castle and a market, but the former no longer 
exbts, and the latter has been discontinued ; fairs, 
however, continue to be held on May 12th, Septem- 
ber 22nd, and December 15th, for horned cattle, 
sheep, and horses. Under the act of 18^ to 
*< Amend the Representation,'' this is a polling-place 
for the election of the kniebt of the shire ; and the 

fetty-sessions for the hundred are sometimes held 
ere. For an historical notice of the castle, which 
was once so considerable as to eive name both to the 
village and hundred, but of which the only vestige 
is the moat that surrounds the site, near the noru- 
western extremity of the village, see the article on 
Llanbedr-Painscastle. 

PARCEL CANOL (PARSEL-CANOL), a 
township, in that part of the parish of Llanbadarm- 
Vawr which is in the upper division of the hundred 
of Geneu'r-Glyn, union of Aberystwith, county 
of Cardigan, South Wales, 5 miles (e.) from 
Aberystwith ; containing 568 inhabitants. It is situ- 
ated to the north of the river Rheidiol, and contains 
some pleasing and respectable residences surrounded 
with trees. There is an endowment of £6. 2. 6. per 
annum for a free school, arising from a bequest of 
£150, by Richard Lewis, Esq., late of Abercwm- 
dole ; and about 300 males and females are gratui- 
tously taught in two Sunday schools by Calvinistic 
Methodists. Some children of the township also 
attend the dav schools in that of Melindwr, iadjoining. 
A new church has been erected at T^'n-y-Llidiart, 
in the township, the expense of which was defrayed 
by public subscription. 

PARCEL MAWR, a hamlet, in the parish of 
Llanguicke, union of Neath, hundred of Llan- 
GYVELACH, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
6 miles (n. n. w.) from Neath; containing 710 inha- 
bitants. At the lower end of this hamlet the parish 
church is situated. 

PARK (PARC), a hamlet, in the parish of 
Eglwysilan, hundred of Caerphilly, county of 
Glamorgan, South Wales, 11 miles (s. s. e.) 
from Merthyr-Tydvil ; containing 132 inhabitants. 
It is situated in tne northern part of the parish, and 
on the eastern declivity of the lofty eminence otlled 
Cevn Eglwysilan. 

PARTRISHOW, a parish, in the union and 
hundred of Crickhowel, county of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 6 miles (n. e. by e.) from Crick- 
howel; containing 71 inhabitants. The present 
name of this parish is by some supposed to be a cor- 
ruption of its original appellation, Parthau yr Ishou)^ 
signifying^ "the parcel or territory of Ishow," the 

I>atron saint to wnom its church is dedicated. The 
ate Archdeacon Payne conceived the original name 
to have been more correctly Mertkyr IshoWy or 
" Ishow the Martyr," to whom, according to the 
ancient register of Llandaf, a church was conse- 
crated here, in the eleventh century, by Bishog 
Herewald, under the name of ^^ Methur Yssui* 
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The parish is utuated id a moontainous diBtrict, and PEMBROKE, a bo- 
is bounded on the south aod east by the river Grwyne- rough, tnarket-town, and 
Vawr, which separates it from the isolated hamlet of sea-port, and the head of a 
Fawyddog, in tne county of Hereford, and from part union, locally io the huo- 
of Monmouthshire; on the south and west by the dred of Castlemartin, 
parish of Llanbedr ; and on the north by the hamlet county of Pembroke, 
of Grwyne-Vawr, in the parish of Talgarth. It is South Wales, 6 miles 
inarery retired situation, remote from any public (s. e. by e.) from Mil- 
road, and possessing no &cility of intercourse with ford, 10 (s. by E.) from 
the places in its Ticinity : the surrounding country Haverfordwest and 248 
presents some fine mountain scenery; the rateable (w.) from London; con- 
annual value of the parish being returned at ,£564. taining, exclusively of corporation seal. 
The living is consolidated with the rectory of Llaii- the parish of Monkton, 6663 inhabitants. The 
bedr: the rectorial tithes have been commuted for a name of this place is derived from the words Pen 
rent-charge of £57. 10. The church, which is in Bro, literally signifying a headland, or promon- 
the later style of English architecture, and appears tory, and originally applied to a district nearly cor- 
to have been rebuilt upon the site of the ancient responding in extent with the present hundred of 
structure consecrated by Bishop Herewald, consists Castlemartin, stretching out into the sea, and sepa- 
of a nave and chancel only ; the vaulted roof was of rating Milford Haven, on the north, from the Bristol 
open timber frame-work; but for the comfort of the Channel on the south. On the erection of a castle, 
congregation has been lately ceiled ; the font, which and the consequent growth of the town, tlie name of 
is of great andqtiity, is very large, though formed 4he district in which they were situated was trans- 
out of a single block of stone ; around the edge is ferred to them, and subsequently to the whole of the 
the inscription " In tempore GyniUvn, Meilir me county, of which that town became the capital. The 
fecit." Cynhyllyn, son of Khjs Goch, was lord of early history of this place is involved in some con- 
Ystradwy, now the hundred of Crickhowel, in the fusion. It is stated by Glraldus Cambrensis, that 
reign of Henry I^ at the Ume when the ancient Arnulph de Montgomery erected here, in the reign 
church was erected. The rood-loft, which is beauti- of Henry I., a slender fortress of stakes and turf, 
fully carved in Irish oak, and traditionally said to be which, on his return into England, he pkced under 
the work of an Italian artist, is still remaining : it b the custody of his constable and lieutenant, Giraldus 
evidently of the time of Henry VII., and was pro- de Windesor. In the Chronicle of Caradoc of Llan- 
bably the gift of the Herbert fomily, who had pro- carvan, who was contemporary with Giraldus, it is 
perty in the parish : at the west end of the nave is a expressly recorded that the castle was attacked in 
small chapel, with the altar still remaining, and a 1092, and again in 1094, by the forces of Cadwgan 
small cinquefoiled niche, probably intended for the ab Bleddyn, but that it was so strongly for^fied as to 
image of the saint This chapel has been converted baffle every effort of that chieftain to reduce it. The 
into a school-room and vestry>room. Mrs. Herbert, latter of these dates, which is some years prior to the 
widow of the Kev. John Herbert, rector of Llan- accession of Henry I., contradicts the statement of 
bedr in 1728, bequeathed several plots of ground, Giraldus Cambrensis, with respect to the time of the 
consisting of about 37 acres of clear land and 12 of original foundation ; and the results of the attacks by 
wood, partly for the educatJon of girls, and partly so formidable an enemy is at variance with his de- 
fer the relief of poor persons not receiving parochial scription of the character of &e fortress. Arnulph 
assistance ; two-thirds of the rents to be appropriated de Montgomery, on the accession of Henry /., having 
to Llanbedr, and the remaining third to this parish : joined in a confederacy against rliat sovereign, the 
the estate is now let for £24 per annum, of which castle of Pembroke, together with his other estates, 
£10 are paid for the instruction of twelve girls io became forfeited to the crown, and the king after- 
reading, wridng, and sewing, and the residue is dis- wards conferred the castle, together with the lordship 
tributra among deserving housekeepers. At tlie of Carew, and several other manors, on Giraldus de 
bottom of the bill on which the church stands there Windesor, Arnulph's lieutenant, who had married 
is a stream called Nant Mair, or " Mary's brook ;" N^t, daughter of Rh^s ab Tewdwr. According to 
and near ite margin is the well of St. Ishow, open Caradoc of Llancarvan, Giraldus or Gerald de Win- 
in front, but inclosed on three sides by walls, in desor rebuilt the castle of Pembroke in the year 
which were recesses, most probably intended to re- 1 105, on a more advantageous site, called " Congarth 
ceive the offerings presentea by the votaries of the Vechan," and removed into it his &mily and his 
saint. goods. Soon after this, as we are informed by some 

PATER, or PATERCHURCH, county of authorities, Owain, son of Cadwgan ab Bleddyn, 

Pembroke, South Wales. — See Pehbboee. having heard the beauty of N^t extolled at a ban- 

PEMBREY, county of Carmarthen, South quet given by Cadwgan, either at his castle of 

Wales. — See Pembrey. Aberteivy, or at that of Eare Weare, in the parish 
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of Amroath, came, under the pretence of relation- 
ship, to pay her a visit at this place, and becoming 
enamoured at thb interview, resolved upon carrying^ 
her away by force. For (liis purpose, having ob- 
tained tne aid of some young men as profligate as 
himself, be returned in the evening to the castle, 
which he entered unobserved, and, placing a euard 
over the chamber of N^t, set fire to the Duildin^, 
and, in the confusion and alarm that ensued, forcibly 
conveyed her and her children to his residence in 
Powys. Other writers, however, are of opinion that 
the castle of Carew was the scene of this outrage 
and abduction* The alliance of Gerald with the 
native princes of the country, by his marriage with 
Nest, who was some time after restored to him, sub- 
sequently excited the jealousy of Henry, who used 
every possible means to circumscribe his authority, 
as far as was consistent with the safety of the English 
interests in this province. 

Gilbert de Clare, surnamed Strongbow, was created 
Earl of Pembroke by Henry L, in 1 109, and thus 
became possessed of the royal territories in this 
quarter, and of the castle of Pembroke ; and in 1138, 
the earldom was erected into a county palatine, with 
the privilege of jura regalia; and, under the au- 
thority of its earl, a session and a monthly county 
court were held within the castle. In the latter all 
pleas of the crown were determined, fines levied, and 
recoveries passed ; the writs were issued in the name 
of the earl, who held also at this place his courts of 
chancery and exchequer. Strongbow enlarged the 
castle, which he strengthened with additional forti- 
fications, and made it in every respect a residence 
suitable to the dignity of the elevated rank he held. 
He also incorporated the inhabitants of the town, 
which had arisen under the protection of the castle, 
and which he surrounded with a lofty embattled 
wall, defended by numerous bastions, and entered 
by three principal gates and a postern. Under the 
protection and influence of its earls, Pembroke be- 
came a place of great importance ; and in the year 
1172, Henry II. kept the festival of Easter in the 
castle. Jasper Tudor, Ekirl of Pembroke, after the 
defeat of the Lancastrians at the battle of Barnet, 
retired into the castle, in which were then residing 
the young Earl of Richmond and his mother; but 
he. was soon besieged by Momin ab Thomas, 
brother of the celebrated Rh^s ab Thomas, a zealous 
partisan of the house of York, to whom he must have 
surrendered the fortress, had not David, another 
brother, who had embraced the opposite interest, 
come promptly to his assistance, and conveyed him, 
together with the Countess of Richmond and her son, 
to Tenby, where they embarked for France. 

The suppression of the palatine jurisdiction, in 
the reign ot Henry VIII., deprived rembroke of its 
dignity as the metropolis of a regality ; but during 
the civil war of the seventeenth century, its strength 
rendered it the scene of many important transactions. 
282 



The castle, at the commencement of the war, wai 
the only fortress possessed by the parliament in this 
part of the principality, and was placed under the 
command of Colonel Rowland Laughame. In 1649^ 
Admiral Swanley arrived with the parliamentarian 
fleet in Milford Haven, and reinforced the garrison 
with two hundred mariners and several small piecei 
of cannon, with the aid of which the governor 8ue>* 
ceeded in reducing most of the neifi;hbouring for* 
tresses, which were garrisoned for the King. In 1647, 
Colonel Laugharne, and likewise Colonels Powell 
and Poyer, aoandoning the interest of the parlia- 
ment, and embracing that of the opposite party, 
made Pembroke their head-quarters, and the rally- 
ing point for the army which they raised on behalf 
of the king ; and after their defeat in the disastrous 
battle of St Pagan's, in Glamorganshire, retired 
hither with the remnant of their forces, closely fol* 
lowed by an army led by Cromwell in person, who 
immediately commenced the siege of the town, taking 
post at Welsdon, a village about two miles and a halt 
from it. The siege was conducted with the greatest 
vigour, and sustained with obstinate valour by the 
garrison, who were resolved to hold out to the last 
extremity; but Cromwell having found means to 
destroy their mills, and their supply of water being 
also cut off by the destruction of a staircase leading 
into a cavern under one of the towers, in which was 
their chief reservoir, there remained only the alterna- 
tive of a lingering death or immediate submission. 
Under these circumstances the garrison capituktedf 
on condition that their chief leaders should throw 
themselves on the mercy of the parliament; that 
several of the inferior officers should leave the king- 
dom, not to return within two years; that all arms 
and ammunition should be given up, and that the 
town should be spared from plunder. Laugharne, 
Powell, and Poyer were afterwards tried by a coort- 
martial, and being found guilty of treason, were con- 
demned to be shot; but the authorities being induced 
to spare two of them, it was ordered that they should 
draw lots for the fevour ; and accordingly three papers 
were folded up, on two of which was written *' Life 
given by God," and the third left blank ; the latter 
was drawn by Colonel Poyer, who was shot in Covent 
Garden, on the 25th of April, 1649. That the sur- 
render of the garrison was justly attributed to tbe 
failure of their supply of water, by the accident 
above noticed, has been confirmed by a recent dis- 
covery of the cavern, in which was found a copions 
spring of water, with the shattered remains of a stair- 
case leading to it from the tower, the bones of a man, 
and several cannon balls* 

The importance of this place subsequently ta ^^ 
abolition of the palatinate depending principally upon 
its castle, which, after these events, was never re- 
fortified, it now experienced a further decline, owing 
to its remote situation and want of commerce; ai^d 
though it has to the present day nominally rel 
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its dignity as the capital of the county, it dwindled 
into comparative insignificance, as all toe substantial 
benefits arising from that distinction were transferred 
to Haverfordwest, which, from its more central situa* 
tion, was found better adapted for the transaction of 
the business of the county. The removal of the 

fovernment dock-yard from Milford to the place, in 
814, however, materially contributed to revive its 
prosperity; and since that period it has been gra- 
dually increasing in extent and population, and, from 
the many local advantages whicn it possesses for an 
establishment of this nature, there is every prospect 
of its becoming in due time one of the most consi- 
derable naval arsenals in the kingdom. The town 
is beautifully situated on an elevated ridge projecting 
into the bead of the Pennar Mouth Pill, forming the 
larfi^est southern creek of Milford Haven, and which 
it divides into two branches, by which, at hieh water, 
it is nearly insulated, and over each of which is a 
neat bridge of stone. It consists principally of one 
long street, irregularly built, and connected on the 
west with the. ancient village of Monkton, which 
forms a suburb to the town, and on the north with a 
new street leading to Pembroke Dock, a flourishing 
and populous place, about two miles to the north- 
west, forming a distinct town within the parish of 
St. Mary, which has arisen since the removal of the 
dock-yard thither from Milford. The houses are 
built on both sides of the ridee, of which the western 
extremity is crowned with the magnificent ruins of 
the castle, and on each side are gardens slopinc^ down 
from the houses to the Water's edge ; the embattled 
walls with which the ancient -town was surrounded 
are still tolerably perfect on the north side, and the 
entire town, rising above the waters of the broad 
inlet, amidst some of the richestscenery in this part of 
the principality, has an air in some parts of venerable 
grandeur, and in others of picturesque beauty. The 
streets are partially paved and lighted, and the inha- 
bitants are amply supplied with excellent water from 
seven public conduits in difierent parts of the town, 
to which it is conveyed from a distance of half a mile, 
by means of pipes laid down at the expense of the 
corporation. 

There are no particular manufactures carried on, 
the inhabitants consisting of persons of small inde- 

Eendent fortune, shop-keepers, and a few whose 
usiness is at the dock; but it serves in a great 
measure as a depdt for the neighbouring districts. 
Stone coal is brought from a distance of about six 
miles to the east of it, and bituminous coal from 
Swansea, Llanelly, Newport, and other towns on the 
southern coast. When colonial produce was not per- 
mitted to be imported into Ireland direct, it was 
lodged in warehouses appropriated to that purpose 
at Pembroke ferry, in toe parish of St Mary, but 
that place is at present of no commercial importance. 
The markeij which is abundantly supplied with pro- 
visions of every kind, is on Saturday ; and there are 
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fairs on April 12th, Trinity Monday, July 10th, 
October 10th, and November dOth ; and in the 
suburb of Monkton, on May 4th and September 
25th. The two parishes of St Mary and St Michael 
comprise, in addition to the towns of Pembroke and 
Pembroke Dock, a considerable adjacent agricultural 
district That of Si. Maty is surrounded by the 
parishes of St Michael, Cosheston, and Monkton, 
and is computed to contain about 2000 acres, of 
which nearly 1600 are meadow and pasture, and 
400 arable ; the soil is of a reddish colour, and indif- 
ferent quality, except a line of limestone which 
passes through it, and there is little timber of any 
kind : the Royal Dock-yard is in this parish, and a 
branch of Milford Harbour runs through it, and 
terminates at the town. St. MiehaeFs is bounded by 
the parishes of St. Mary, Nash, Cosheston, Lam- 
phey, and St Petrox, and is calculated to comprise 
about 1800 acres, of which nearly 1400 are meadow 
and pasture, and 400 arable ; there is little timber, 
and the soil is of much the same character as that of 
St Mary's, but rather better; a line of limestone 
also runs from east to west through the parish, and 
there are a few quarries of small extent The 
rateable annual value of the parish of St. Mary is 
£8291. 13., of St Michael's £3694. 10. 10., and of 
the suburban parish of Monkton £4061. 12. 

Pembroke Dock, sometimes called Pater, or 
Paterchurch, is situated on the southern shore of 
Milford Haven, about two miles from the old town. 
It consists of several streets of neat and well-built 
houses, and is partially paved, but not lighted; 
there are numerous good shops for the supply of the 

1)opulation, several of which are branches from the 
arger establishments in the borough. A handsome 
indosed market-place was erected some years ago ; 
but it has hitherto been but scantily supplied, and 
most of the inhabitants frequent the market at Pem- 
broke. The dock^yard forms a spacious area inclosed 
within a lofky wall of stone, and comprises a neat 
range of buildings for the transaction of the public 
business, houses for the principal officers of the esta- 
blishment, a well-built cnapel fitted up with elegant 
simplicity for the use of the persons employed in the 
yard, and a fort, recently completed, for the defence 
of the place, mounting twenty-three long twenty*four 
pounders. There are twelve slips for ship-iuildinQi 
which is at present the only source of occupation m 
the yard, though, from the low price of labour in thb 
part of the country, and the facility of obtaining 
materials of all kinds, it is in contemplation to intro- 
duce other branches of labour for the naval service. 
Besides the government establishment there is a 
small private dock, and the Irish packet establish- 
ment has been removed from Milford to this place, 
with a view to which alteration a very fine jeUy has 
been constructed at Hobbs' Point, a few hundred 
yards to the east of the dock-yard, from which new 
roads have been formed, connecting it with the main 
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road from Carmarthen, in a new line avoiding both 
Narberth and Haverfordwest, by which route the 
mail saves a distance of several miles* About a mile 
to the east of the dock-yard is Pembroke^rry, be- 
longing to the Crown, and held by Sir John Owen, 
Bart,* who underlets it at an annual rent of £105 ; 
it forms the shortest and most usual line of com- 
munication between Haverfordwest and Pembroke, 
the distance between which places by the ferry is 
only ten miles, but by Narberth twenty-five; the 
fares are a halfpenny lor a foot passenger, a penny 
for a man and horse, and a shilling per wheel for 
carriages. The entrance from Milford Haven to the 
creek at the head of which the town of Pembroke is 
situated, at low water, is little more than a hundred 
yards wide, and from nine to twelve feet deep ; but 
proceeding upwards it immediately expands into a 
wide oozy reach, called Crow Pool, containing an 
abundance of excellent oysters. 

The inhabitants of Pembroke received their first 
charter of incorporation from Gilbert Strongbow, 
Earl of Pembroke, in the time of Stephen ; and in 1 ] 68, 
Henry II. confirmed to them all the privileges which 
they had previously enjoyed; also granting that they 
should not answer in any plea out of their own town, 
unless the same should concern the Crown; that they 
should be exempt from toll in Bristol, Gloucester, 
Winchester, Devonshire, Cornwall, Rochelle, and 
Normandy ; and that they should have an eight days' 
annual fair, beginning at the feast of St. Peter and 
St. Paul. By a charter of John, the freedom from 
toll appears to have been extended, and a second 
fair of two days granted, commencing on the Eve of 
John the Baptist ; and all former charters were con- 
firmed by Richard III., in the 2nd year of his reign, 
bv Henry VIII. in his 9th year, by Edward VI. in 
his 1st year, and lastly, by James I., in the 5th of 
his reign : in the grant of Richard it was declared, 
that ^* the town shall now become a corporate body, 
instead of being, as hitherto, incorporate ; and shall 
consist of a mayor, two ibailiffs, and the bur^resses of 
the said place." Until the year 1835, when the 
Municipal Corporations' Act was passed, the title of 
the corporation was *^ the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Bur- 
gesses of the town and borough of Pembroke," and 
the government was vested in a mayor, an indefinite 
number of common-councilmen, a town-clerk, two 
bailiffs, two serjeants-at-mace, and an unlimited num- 
ber of burgesses; the mayor and common-council 
forming the controlling body. The mayor, who was 
a justice of the peace concurrently with the county 
magistrates, a coroner, and a judge of the ^^ Fort- 
night Court," was elected in July, by the burgesses, 
out of three members of the common council pro- 
posed in council as candidates ; the councilmen were 
appointed by a majority of the council and the mayor, 
and those of them who had served the office of mayor 
were styled aldermen ; one of the bailiffs was chosen 
by the mayor, and the other by the council; and 
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the serjeants-at-mace were elected in a similar man- 
ner. 

The corporation is now styled the *' Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Burgesses," and consists of a mayor, six 
aldermen, and eighteen councillors, forming Uke coun- 
cil of the borough, which is divided into two wards, 
and of which the municipal and parliamentary boim- 
daries are the same. The council elect the Toayor 
annually on November 9th out of the aldermen or 
councillors ; and the aldermen triennially from among 
the councillors, or persons qualified as sadi, one-half 
going out of office every diree years, but re-eligible: 
the councillors are chosen by and out of the enrolled 
burgesses, on November 1st, one-third going oat 
of office every year. The aldermen and councillors 
must have each a property qualification amounting 
to £500, or be rated at £15 annual value. The 
burgesses consist of the occupiers of houses and 
shops who have been rated for tliree years to the 
relief of the poor, if resident householders within 
seven miles ; and a valid title to be a burgess is 
acquirable by descent, marriage, marriage-settle- 
ment, devise, or promotion to any benefice or office, 
in which case the occupancy and payment of rates 
by the predecessor may be reckoned. Two assessors 
for each ward, and two auditors, are elected annually 
on March 1st by and out of the burgesses ; and the 
council appoint a town-clerk, treasurer, and other 
officers on November 9th : the total number of bo- 
rough magistrates is seven. Pembroke, with the 
contributory boroughs of Tenby, Wiston, and Mil- 
ford, which last was added by the act passed in 1892, 
for *^ Amending the Representation," sends a mem- 
ber to parliament : the right of election was formerly 
vested in the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, but u 
now, by the act, confined to such of these as are re- 
sident, and extended to every male person of fiiH 
age occupying, either as owner or as tenant under 
the same landlord, a house or other premises of ^ the 
annual value of not less than ten pounds, provided 
he be capable of registering as th^ act directs; and 
the number of tenements of this value, within the 
limits of the borough, which are minutely detailed in 
the Appendix, is uiree hundred, including those in 
the pansh of Monkton, which for electoral purposes 
has Deen included within the borough : the mayor is 
the returning officer. The revenue of the coipora- 
tion amounts to about £100, arising out of the tolls 
of the markets and fiurs. Pembroke has been con- 
stituted a polling-place in the election of a. knight 
for the shire. The town-hall is a plain m<^em biuld^ 
ing in the centre of the South side of the principal 
street, and underneath it is a commodious area for the 
corn-market. 

The LIVINGS of the three parishes of St Mary^ 
St Michael, and St Nicholas, are consolidated into 
one discharged vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £9, viz., £4 for Michael's, and £5 for that of 
Monkton or Nicholas, Mary's not being in charge; 
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present net income, £439, with a glebe-house; pa- 
tron and impropriator, Sir John Owen, Bart The 
tithes of St Mar)r's parish have been commuted for 
a rent-charge of £350, of which £187. 10. are pay- 
able to the impropriator, and £162. 10. to the vicar, 
subject to rates, averaging £22. 10. ; the tithes of St 
MichaePs have been exchanged for a charge of £325, 
of which £162. 10. are payable to the impropriator, 
and a similar sum to the vicar, the latter subject to 
rates, which average £22. 10.; and the tithes of 
Monkton have been commuted for a charge of £475, 
of which £300 belong to the impropriator, and £175 
to the vicar, the latter subject to rates, amounting to 
£20. The church, dedicated to St Mary, is an an- 
cient and venerable structure, in the Norman style, 
situated ne^r the centre of the town, and composed 
of a nave, chancel, and nof th aisle, with a small 
chapel on the southern side : in the north aisle and 
in the chancel are doorways, now closed up, which 
formerly communicated with additional buildings no 
longer standing. That dedicated to St Michael was 
rebuilt almost n*om the ground, about ten years since, 
in the later style of English architecture, the expense 
having been defrayed by a parochial rate ; it will ac- 
commodate about 1000 persons, and the number of free 
sittings is 400. Each of these churches had anciently 
chapels of ease, situated a little distance without the 
walls of the town ; and on the summit of an eminence, 
about three quarters of a mile to the south, still stands 
an ancient ecclesiastical edifice, dedicated to St Da- 
niel, with a lofty spire rising from a low tower, now 
private property. The chapel within the dock-yard 
IS not consecrated, and is m the patront^e of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. There are 
places of worship for Baptists, and Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Methodists. 

A Grammar school founded here in 1690 has an 
endowment of £11. 3. 4. per annum, arising from 
various bequests of rent-charges, by Sir Hugh Owen, 
Bart, Morgan Davies, and Griffith Dawes, and a 
Sum in lieu of the corn-toll granted to the master 
by the corporation at an early period ; but no school 
is now kept, as the Shire Hall, in which it was for- 
merly held, was pulled down in 1820; although a 
master is still appointed by the mayor and council. 
There are Id day schools, in which the children 
are paid for by their parents; two boarding-schools 
contain about 30 girls; and a National day and 
Sunday school is attended by about 100 boys and 
60 ^rls, and supported by subscription; it has a 
lending library attached. There are also six Sunday 
schools, appertaining to dissenters, and containing 
about 600 males and females ; five are conducted by 
gratuitous teachers, in the other the instruction is 
paid for by the parents : fourteen children are taught 
m an infants' school. Dr. /. Jones^ of Carmarthen, 
in 1698, bequeathed his estates, real and personal, to 
be appropriated to the apprenticing of children and 
the relief of the poor of Lawrenny, St David's, 
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Cosheston, and Lampeter- Velvrey, with a discre- 
tionary power to his brother, the Rev. William Jones, 
to add such other parishes as he should think proper 
to the four named by the testator; and Mr. W. 
Jones accordingly, by deed, in 1703, vested in three 
trustees the several sums of £300, £100, and £44, 
to be laid out in the purchase of land, which was 
effected shortly after in the parishes of Llandysilio- 
Gogo, and Llanllwchaiarn, and the rents to be ap- 
propriated to the apprenticing of children and t£e 
relief of the poor of Pembroice, to which purposes 
the income, now £143. 13., is applied. About £18 
are annually expended in apprenticing six children, 
and the residue, after the payment of some incidental 
charges, is distributed among the poor. Matthew 
Warren bequeathed a rent-charge of £2. 12., Dr. 
Powell one of 10^., and George Evans another of 
145., for bread to twelve widows; and Richard 
Howell bequeathed £100; Margaret Mears, £30, of 
which £10 have been lost; Sir Hugh Owen, Bart, 
£20 ; and Sir Martin Beckman, £5, for the poor : 
there are also some other small charitable donations 
and bequests, and a few have been lost 

The poor law union, of which this town is the head, 
was formed January 6th, 1837, and comprises the fol- 
lowing twenty-nine parishes and townships ; namely, 
St Mary, and St Michael (Pembroke), Carew, 
Lamphey, Gumfreston, Stackpool-Elidur, Pwllcro- 
chon, Llanstadwell, Burton, Khosmarket, Boshers- 
ton, Nash, Upton, Lawrenny, St Mary Tenby (In 
Liberty and Out Liberty), St Nicholas or Monkton, 
Redbarth, St. Florence, Penalley, Castlemartin, 
Hodgeston, St. Petrox, Angle, Cosheston, Rhos- 
crowther, Manorbeer, St TwinnePs, and Wkrren. 
It is under the superintendence of 35 guardians, 
and contains a population of 19,671. The different 
parishes of Pembroke, though ecclesiastically united, 
continue separate for all civil purposes. 

The majestic and venerable remains of the an- 
cient CASTLE occupy the western extremity of the 
elevated ridge on which the town is built, and are 
justly regarded as among the most picturesque and 
magnificent ruins in the country. The entire for- 
tress was surrounded by a lofty embattled wall, de- 
fended by numerous bastions, and having only one 
entrance from the land, through a grand gateway 
defended by two circular towers of prodigious 
strength, and a barbican. On this side it had like- 
wise a dry moat, and the inclosed area was divided 
into an inner and an outer ward, the former of which 
comprised the state apartments, and the latter the 
inferior buildings and the offices for the use of the 
garrison. The principal remains consist of this grand 
entrance, the state apartments occupying the nor- 
thern side, aCid the keep, which last is in the inner 
court, a massive and lofty round tower, seventy-five 
feet high, and one hundred and sixty-three feet 
in circumference at the base, and gradually dimi- 
nishing in diameter towards the top, which is covered 
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with a vaulted roof. This tower is divided into five 
stages, and the walls are seventeen feet in thickness 
at the base, and fourteen feet thick at the summit, 
from which is obtained a most extensive and de- 
lightful prospect, comprehendinfi^ the greater part of 
Pembrokeshu'e, from the Pencelly mountains, on the 
north, to the sea, and from the Carmarthenshire 
hills, on the east, to St. George's Channel, pre-* 
senting a fine open champaign country, intersected 
by the numerous estuaries Uiat unite to form the 
noble haven of Milford, and richly diversified and 
enlivened with cheerful villages and gentlemen's 
seats, amon^ which those of Cresselly, Clareston, 
Orielton, and others, the grounds whereof are richly 
wooded, form a striking and beautiful contrast to 
the general appearance of the surrounding country, 
which is elsewnere almost destitute of timber. In 
the inner court, besides the keep, is a suite of apart- 
ments, apparently of later date than the rest of the 
castle, extending over the cavern called the Wogan, 
or Hogan, by corruption of the Welsh word Ogov, 
signifyme *^ a cave :" this subterraneous chamber is 
seventy-five feet in length and fifty-nine feet wide, 
and communicates with the upper part of the castle 
by a staircase, and with the harbour below by a 
sally-port. The rock on which the castle is built is 
forty feet high, and is almost insulated by the two 
branches of the estuary into which it projects, and 
which is navigable to the town ; under the south- 
eastern bastion is a natural opening in it, of unknown 
extent The great solidity of the walls, and its com- 
manding situation, must have rendered this fortress 
impregnable against any hostile attempt: its pon- 
derous towers, with the northern suite of state apart- 
ments rising above the embattled walls, and part of 
the platform and parapet, which are still remaining, 
give its present ruins an air of venerable grandeur ; 
and the ivy and other parasitical plants with which 
they are overspread contribute to neighten the pic- 
turesque beauty of their appearance. Leland says, 
he was shown an apartment in one of the e;ateway 
towers, in which, he was informed, Henry VII. was 
born ; but other writers refer that circumstance to a 
room in the inner court of the castle. Pembroke 
Castle is now the property of the Crown, and is held 
under lease granted in the reign of James II. ' This 

?lace gives the title of earl to the noble family of 
lerbert 

PEMBROKESHIRE, a maritime county of 
South Wales, bounded on the north-east by the 
south-western extremity of Cardiganshire, from which 
it is separated by the navigable river Teivy ; on the 
east by Carmarthenshire, on the south-east by Car- 
marthen bay, on the south by the Bristol Channel, 
and on the west and north-west by^St. George's 
Channel : on the latter side its coast forms part of 
the southern boundary of the grea( bay of Cardigan, 
while directly westward it ft oeeply indented by the 
broad expanse of St. Bride's bay. It extends from 
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51° 33' to 52° 4' (N. Lat), and from 4*^ 45^ to 6° 37' 
(W. Lon.) ; and comprises an area, according to Mr. 
Carey's Communications to the Board of Agricul- 
ture, of three hundred and forty five thousand six 
hundred statute acres, or nearly five hundred and 
thirty-two square miles. Within its lioiits are 18,882 
houses, inhabited, 1022 uninhabited, and 143 in the 
course of erection ; and the population, in 1841, ¥ras 
88,262, of which number 40,343 were males, and 
47,919 females. The annual value of the rateable 
property amounts to £217,222. 17. 7^., of which 
£41,071. 12. 5^. is the sum returned for the hun- 
dred of Castlemartin, £25,443. 10. 7|. for that 
of Dewisland, £25,342. 7. 10. for Dungleddy, 
£32,934. 1. 3i. for Kemmes, £8879. 9. 1. for 
Kilgerran, £39,814. 12. 2}. for Narberth, and 
£43,737. 4. 0}. for Rh6s. 

At the period of the conquest of Britain by the 
Romans, tnis county formed part of the territory of 
a tribe styled by these conquerors DimeUB^ who also 
occupied the present counties of Cardigan and Car- 
marthen, and whose country has been called after 
them Dimetia. The ancient British appellation of 
this province was Dyved^ from which word Mr. 
Llwyd thinks it probable that the Roman Dimeta 
was derived. The British name may be considered 
as an abbreviation of Ddieuvodi or Deduvod ^^the 
southern countrv, or the country on the right;" as 
Deheubarth is the common Welsh term for South 
Wales. In process of time, however, the limits 
of the territory to which Dyved was especially 
applied seem to have been contracted until they 
became nearly identical with those of the present 
county of Pembroke, which, by Welsh writers, is 
still frequently called by its ancient British desig- 
nation. The etymology of its present name of P«fW- 
Iroheshire does not appear ever to have been satis- 
factorily ascertained ; but it seems that, in the dme 
of Giraldns Cambrensis, the small peninsula of 
Castlemartin, lying between Milford Haven, on the 
north, and the Bristol Channel on the south, consti- 
tuted the province of Pembrock, a term also bestowed 
upon the town and fortress built there by Amulph 
de Mon^omery, in the reign of Henry !•> ^^ 
thence afterwards given to uie whole county: the 
British words pen and iro, from which this appella- 
tion has been supposed to be derived, sigmfy the 
promontory, or headland region, and are correctly 
descriptive of the territory to which the name origi- 
nally belonged. Under the Roman dominion Pem- 
brokeshire contained the station Ad Vigesimutn near 
its eastern confines; and that of Menapia^ ^^ ^^^ 
vicinity of St David's. It was traversed from east 
to west by the great Via JuliOf which entered it 
from the station Maridunum^ at Carmarthen, and 
passed by that of Ad Vigesimum to Menapia; wl>"^ 
another road, vulgarly called in later times ^^^f 
Flemings' Way," connected the latter station with 
that of Loventiumf at Llanio in Cardiganshire, run« 
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ning for a great distance over the Presel^ mountains 
into the northern parts of Carmarthenshire. 

Little is known concerning this territory for a 
long period after the withdrawal of the Roman 
forces from Britain, though it appears, in common 
with most other parts of the country, to have passed 
under the dominion of several lines of lords, or 

?rince$, some of whom are occasionally called in the 
i^elsh annals, kings of Dy ved ; but it seems doubt- 
ful whether the whole country was ever subject 
to the authority of a single chieftain, until a kind 
of nominal authority was claimed over it by the 
princes of Dynevor, and occasionally by those of 
North Wales. Of the pedierees preserved by the 
Welsh heralds of the succession of the lords of Dy- 
ved, one only is worthy of remark, viz.y that of the 
family of Morien Glas, which was the most illus- 
trious line of these princes: the exact period at 
which Morien GIds flourished is not precisely ascer- 
tained, but he is supposed to have been a descendant 
of the great Caradoc, or Caractacus. In the year 
892, during the quarrels among the three sons of 
Rhodri Mawr, King of all Wales, which ensued upon 
the death of this monarch, Anarawd, Prince of North 
Wales, advanced through Cardiganshire with a power- 
ful force, augmented by some English auxiliaries, 
and made great devastation in thb county, burning 
the houses and destroying the com. After the death 
of Hywel Dda, levav and lago, Princes of North 
Wales, asserted their right to the dominion of all 
Wales, and entered the territories of the sons of 
Hywel, in South Wales, whom they defeated in a 
great battle, and then proceeded into rembrokeshire, 
making dreadful ravages along the whole line of their 
march. This incursion was made in 949 ; and the 
year following, encouraged by their former success, 
the princes of North Wales marched a second time 
into Pembrokeshire ; but on that occasion they were 
opposed with great spirit by Owain ab Hywel Dda, 
who obliged them to retreat so precipitately, that 
many of uieir forces were drowned m the river Teivy. 
In 987, the coasts of the county were invaded by 
the Danes, who made great ravages on different parts 
of them, burning the churches of St. David's and St. 
Dogmael's, the latter near Cardigan ; such was the 
destruction of com and cattle made by these barba- 
rians, that it caused a general famine, which proved 
fatal to many of the inhabitants ; and Meredydd, the 
reigning prince of South Wales, was compelled to 
purchase the retirement of the invaders by the 
payment of a large tribute. Shortly after, Edwin, 
son of Eineon, considering himself wrongfully dis- 
possessed of the sovereignty of South Wales by his 
uncle Meredydd, raised an army, and, having ob- 
tained succours from the Saxons and Danes, marched 
without opposition through this county, entering it 
from Cardiganshire, and quitting it for the southem- 
most parts of Carmarthenshire. 

In the year 1021, Hywel and Meredydd, sons of 
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Edwin, accompanied by Eulaff, or Aulaff, and a large 
army of Irish and Scots, landed in this county, with 
the view of obtaining for themselves the principality 
of South Wales from Llewelyn, who then rulea over 
all Wales; and, after pillaging the church of St 
David's, marched eastward to Carmarthen, where 
they were totally defeated by Llewelyn, who, how- 
ever, was slain in the action. Gmfydd, Prince of 
all Wales, towards the middle of the eleventh cen- 
tury, ravaged the lands of some of his vassak in 
Dyved, to punish them for having assisted Caradoc, 
son of Rhydderch, a prince of Glamorgan, in his 
endeavours to obtain the sovereignty of South Wales. 
During the short reign of Caradoc, who possessed 
himself of the dominion of South Wales soon after 
the conquest of England by the Normans, a par^ of 
whom he brought to his assistance against the reign- 
ing Prince Meredydd, a hostile Norman force made 
a descent upon the western coasts of his dominions, 
and ravaged a great part of this county, as well as 
that of Cardigan: Caradoc marched against them 
with great celerity, and compelled them to abandon 
their plunder and retreat to tneir ships. Two years 
afterwards, in 1071, they made alike predatory visit, 
but with no better success, being defeated with great 
loss by Caradoc's son and successor Rhydderch. 
Rh^ ab Tewdwr, having, in 1077, recovered the 
sovereignty of South Wales almost without opposi- 
tion, was soon called upon to assist another pnnce, 
who, like himself, had been unjustly deprivedf of his 
lawful inheritance : this was Grufydd ab Cynan, who 
laid claim to the principality of North Wales, and 
landed in Pembrokeshire, in the year 1080, with a 
large force composed of Irish-Scots ; being joined 
by Rh^ their combined armies marched into North 
Wales, where diey fought the celebrated battle on 
the hills of Camo in Aiontgomeryshire, which esta- 
blished Grufydd in the sovereignty of that country. 
About this time also, William me Conqueror entered 
South Wales with a powerful army, and received the 
homage of the Welsh princes, from whom experi- 
encing no resistance, he changed the character of his 
visit, and went with his troops on a pilgrrimage to 
the city of St David's at the westernmost extre- 
mity of this county, where he offered up his devotions 
at tne shrine of the patron saint of the Cambrians. 
Cadivor Vawr, or Cadivor the Great, lord of Dyved, 
called also, from the place of his residence, lord of 
Blaencych, and the twenty-first in descent from Mo- 
rien Glis, died in 10S8, leaving five sons by his 
wife, the daughter and heiress of Llywarch Llawen 
Vawr, another chieftain of the country included 
within the limits of the present county of Pembroke. 
Two years after this event, his eldest sons, Llewelyn 
and Eineon, with their uncle Eineon ab CoUwyn, 
and Grufydd ab Meredydd, another chieftain of 
Dyved, ioined in rebellion against Rh^ ab Tew- 
dwr, Prince of South Wales, and, having united 
their forces, marched towards Llandydocb, now St. 
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Do^ael's, on the Pembrokeshire side of the river cessors appear to have held them with such ample 
Teivy, near Cardigan, where Rh^s at that time re- powers as were exercised by the lords marcher ; for 
sided, expecting probably to take him by surprise, the king's writs issuing out of the courts at West- 
In this, however, they were disappointed : Rh^s im- minster were current in the conquered territory of 
mediately gave them battle near that place, and com- Pembroke. On the accession of Henry /., Arnulph 
pletely defeated them. Both the above-named sons joined in a rebellion against that monarch, which led 
of Cadivor were slain in the conflict, and Grufydd to his voluntary exile and the forfeiture of his estates, 
was taken prisoner and immediately put to death as Henry, on this occasion, gave the government of 
a traitor, while Eineon ab Collwyn, the sole surviv- Pembroke to a Norman knight, named Saer, but 
ing leader, fled into Glamorgan, where he acted so soon restored it to Gerald de Windesor, who had 
prominent a part in the fatal measure of introducing married Henry's late concubine, Nest, daughter of 
the Normans into that province. Bledri, the next Rhts ab Tewdwr : Gerald rebuilt the castle of Pern- 
son, having taken no part in the insurrection, was broke, in the year 1 105. Cadwgan ab Bleddyn, the 
allowed to remain in quiet possession of the lordship principal chieftain in South Wales, after the death 
of Cilsant, and from him was descended its late pro- of Rhts ab Tewdwr, contrived to continue at peace 
prietor. Lord Milford. The next attempt of the with Henry I. of England for some time after the 
Norman conquerors on the coasts of this territory accession oi the latter, and in this interval of repose 
proved more successful than the two precedino^ ones, gave a splendid festival at his castle of Eare Weare^ 
and was made by Martin de Tours, a Norman knight, in the parish of Amroath, in thb county, or, as some 
whose services under the Conqueror had been re- have asserted, but with less probability, at that of 
warded by a grant of lands on the coast of Devon- Aberteivy, or Cardigan, to the principal persons of 
shire, adjacent to the Bristol ChanneL He fitted out the surrounding country. At this entertainment 
an expedition to act against such parts of Wales as Owain, son of Cadwgan, who had his residence at 
he should find least prepared for defence, and hav- Powys, hearing the beauty of Gerald de Windesor's 
ing rounded the western parts of Pembrokeshire, wife praised in the highest terms, his curiosity was 
he finally resolved on landing his troops at Fish- greatly excited to see her, and, to gratify this wish, 
guard, which he effected with little difficulty, and he took an early opportunity^ on pretence of rela- 
made an easy conquest of the adjacent lordship of tionship, of paying ner a visit Struck with her 
Cemmaes, or Kemmes, in which his son Sir WiUiam charms at this interview, he instantly determined to 
erected the castle of Newport, and made it his prin- make himself master of her person ; and, having 
cipal residence. This conquest took place during engaged in his service some young men upon whom 
the minority of Grufydd, son of the late prince of he could rely, he returned the same evening either 
South Wales, to whom the district lawfully belonged; to Pembroke, or to Carew, it being somewhat uncer- 
and the possession of it was subsequently secured to tain whether this violent outrage occurred at the 
the family of its new master by the marriage of former or the latter place. He entered the castle 
Martin's son, William, with the daughter of Rh^s ab unobserved, stationed a guard over the chamber in 
Gmfjrdd, usually called the Lord Rb;^. which Gerald and his wife lay, and set fire to the 
This enterprise was undoubtedly undertaken on building. Gerald, in the confusion and alarm that 
the general understanding that the English monarch ensued, would have rushed out among the incen- 
would sanction any attack on the Welsh ; and the diaries ; but Nest, suspecting some treachery, pre- 
next invasion of the territory now forming the county vailed upon him to make his escape in another direo- 
of Pembroke was under the direct approbation of tion. Owain and his followers broke open the cham- 
WiUiam Rufui^ to whom, in 1092, Arnulph, the ber door, seized Gerald's wife and his four children, 
younger son of Roger de Montgomery, Earl of and, leaving the castle in flames, and ravaginir the 
Shrewsbury, did homafi^e by anticipation for the pro- adjacent country, carried off Nest and the children 
yince of iJy ved, which he was licensed to subdue into Powys ; the latter, however, were soon restored ; 
wheneyer and by whatever means he chose, and ob- but this unprincipled outrage, in yiolation of the 
tained almost immediate possession of the district peace with the English, brought great evils upon 
around the present town of Pembroke, where he the offender's family. About the year 1113, Gru- 
constructed tne castle of Pembroke, for the defence of fydd ab Rh^s, the eldest surviving son of Rb^ ab 
his newly acquired territories against the attacks of Tewdwr, who, during his minority, had resided in 
the native chieftains. That fortress proyed of suf- Ireland, came to South Wales, and was encouraged 
fident strength to resist the assaults of a formidable by Gerald de Windesor, who was his brother-m- 
force brought against it in the course of the same law, to assert his claim to the principality ; but, fear- 
year by Cadwgan ab Bleddyn, who again assailed it ing the power of the Englisn monarch, he retired 
two years afterwards, but with the like ill-success, into North Wales, whence, however, he returned 
Arnulph appointed Gerald de Windesor governor of soon after, and commenced a desultory warfare 
this castle, but how far his actual conquests extended against the English in the south of Carmarthen- 
is uncertain ; and neither he nor his immediate sue- shire, which he sometimes extended into this county. 
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King Henry, regarding the conduct of his lieutenant 
on this occasion with extreme suspicion, circum- 
scribed his power in every way consistent with the 
safety of his possessions here* 

One of the most remarkable features in the whole 
history of Pembrokeshire is the settlement, about 
this period, of a numerous colony of Flemings among 
its native population, the memorials of which, how- 
ever, are very scanty. It appears that, about the 
year 1106, during a tremendous storm on the coast 
of Flanders, the sand hills and embankments were in 
many places carried away, and the sea inundated a 
large tract of countrv. This calamity occasioned a 
great body of the inhabitants to seek an asylum in 
£ngland, where they were well received by Henry 
I., and dispersed themselves throughout different 
counties, in which, however, they soon became odious 
to the native population, and Henry at last removed 
them to the district of Rhos, or Roos, in this county, 
to the westward of the town of Haverfordwest, where 
at the same time a strong castle was erected, as also 
at Tenbv* How long they remained here is not 
known ; but it is stated by Caradoc of Llancarvan, 
that after a few years they disappeared; and, ac- 
cording to the same historian, a second inundation, 
in the year 1113, drove another body into England, 
and Henry, having urgent occasion for men to op« 
pose the rising power of Grufydd ab Rh^s, in South 
Wales, sent this colony also into Pembrokeshire, 
assigning to them the district which had before been 
given to their countrymen, and orderine; his com- 
manders there to provide them with habitations and 
the means of subsistence, on condition that they 
should consider themselves as his subjects, and act 
under his officers in their wars against the Welsh. 
Henry is also said, by the Welsh historians, to have 
placed among them some English settlers, to teach 
them the English language, and habituate them to 
English customs. The posterity of these settlers re- 
main to this day in the southern parts of the county, 
where they are plainly distinguishable from the 
ancient British population by weir language, man- 
ners, and customs. 

The death of Henry I., in the year 1135, diffused 
a spirit of revolt and hostility throughout the whole 
of the native population of Wales, which he had kept 
in strict submission. The insurrection began within 
the present county of Pembroke, where a consider- 
able body of Normans was defeated and destroyed. 
Animated by this success, the insurgents spread 
themselves over and ravaged this whole territory, 
putting to death great numbers of the foreigners. 
To repress this and subsequent formidable insurrec- 
tions and invasions, the united forces of the Nor- 
mans, Flemings, and English, in the south-western 
parts of Wales, were directed by several powerful 
leaders, amongst whom were the two sons of Gerald 
de Windesor ; Robert Fitz- Martin, descended from 
the first invader of the county ; William Fitz-John ; 
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and Stephen, the mvemor of Cardigan. But they 
were defeated in the vicinity of Cardigan, with the 
loss of three thousand men, besides great numbers 
who were made prisoners, or drowned in the Teivy, 
the few that remained taking refuge in their castles. 
In the year 1137, Owain, surnamed Gwynedd, 
Prince oi North Wales, invEided this territory, and 
compelled its inhabitants to pay him tribute. The 
parts of Pembrokeshire held by the Anglo-Normans 
at this period were regarded as the property of the 
Crown, the commanders for the time being acting 
only by a delegated authority as lieutenants ; but 
early in the reign of Stephen^ in 1138, Gilbert de 
Clare, surnamed Stron^bow, who had been created 
Earl of Pembroke by Henry L, in 1109, and, before 
the late reverses, had made himself master of the 
fi^reater part of the present county of Cardigan, was 
invested with all the powers of a count palatine over 
the country from which he derived his title. This 
nobleman long made ereat but fruitless endeavours 
to reconquer the territories of which he had been 
deprived by the Welsh in Cardigan and elsewhere. 
In 1145, the castle of Gwys, in this county, was be- 
sieged and taken by the sons of Grufydcf ab Rh^s, 
aided by Hywel, a natural son of Owain Gwynedd. 
In 1150, Cadell, brother of Rh^s ab Grufydd, 
Prince of South Wales, while on a hunting expedi- 
tion in the territory of Pembroke, was waylaid and 
attacked by a party of English from Tenby: his 
attendants, being unarmed, were immediately dis- 
persed, but, though left alone, he faced his assail- 
ants with great bravery, and is said to have killed 
several of Uiem, at the same time receiving a severe 
wound, which for a long time after disabled him from 
active service. His brothers Rh^s and Meredydd, 
in revenge for this outrage, marched their forces 
against Tenby, which place they surprised, took the 
castle by escalade, and slaughtered the garrison. 

One of the first acts of tne government of Henry 
IL was to banish out of England the Flemish mer- 
cenary soldiers who had followed the fortunes of 
Stephen; to whom, however, with great political 
wisdom, he granted leave to settle among tneir fel- 
low-countrymen in the province of Pembroke, of 
which permission great numbers availed themselves, 
thus bringing to that colony a considerable accession 
of strength. Early in this reign also, Gilbert Strong- 
bow at length succeeded in recovering much of his 
territories m Cardiganshire. But Rhj^ ab Grufydd, 
Prince of South Wales, enraged against the English 
by repeated injuries, became their most violent 
enemy, and in this county made many inroads on 
the estates of the Flemings, ravaged their country, 
and then returned to his castle of Dynevor, the an- 
cient royal seat of his ancestors. The same chieftain 
repeated his incursions a few years afterwards with 
the like success, taking and destroying the castle of 
Kilgerran, a place of great strength and importance. 
About the year 1186, Maelgwyn, son of Rh^ab 
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Grufydd, with an overwhelming force» took Tenby 
castle, and demolished the works. Gilbert Strong- 
bow had in the mean time been succeeded in the 
palatinate of Pembroke by his son Richard, who died 
in 1176, leaving issue only one daughter, Isabel, 
who was in her infancy at the time of his decease, 
and remained a ward of the Crown for fourteen years. 
Richard /., on his accession, gave this lady in mar- 
riage to William de la Grace, surnamed Le Mares- 
chaJ, in whose family the earldom of Pembroke thus 
became vested, and who obtained from Richard's 
successor, John, the castle of Haverfordwest, and 
the custody of those of Carmarthen, Cardigan, and 
Gower. In 1199, Grufydd, son of Rh^ the last 
prince of South Wales, took the important fortress 
of Kilgerran from his brother and enemy Maelgwyn; 
but a few years afterwards it fell into the hands of 
the Earl of Pembroke. After the death of Grufydd, 
bis son Rh^s having been reconciled to his uncle 
Maelg^wyn, these leaders united their forces, and, 
entering Pembrokeshire, overran and subdued the 
greater part of it. 

About the year 1215, Llewelyn ab lorwerth, 
Prince of North Wales, led a large army into South 
Wales, against the territories of me English vassals, 
took die castles of Kemmes and Newport, in the 
present county of Pembroke, and closed the cam- 
paign by the reduction of those of Kilgerran and 
Cardigan. In settling the division of tlie recon- 
quered territory, Llewelyn assigned to Maelgwyn 
four cantrevs in Dyved, vtr., Gwarthav, Penllwynoc^ 
Kemmes, and Emfyn, with the castle of Kilgerran. 
In 1217, continuing his march from Brecknockshire, 
whither he had gone to chastise the defection of his 
son-in-law, Reginald de Breos, Llewelyn entered 
the territory of Pembroke with his army, to attack 
the Flemish settlers. They sent him proposals for 
peace, which he received at a place called Cevn 
Cynwarchan, but which he refused to accede to; 
and a part of his army crossed the river Cleddy to 
commence hostilities. The bishop of St David's, 
attended by his clergy, then repaired to the prince 
on the like mission ; and the prelate's intercession at 
length prevailed, and a peace was concluded, the 
principal conditions of which were, that the inha- 
bitants of the districts of Rhds and Pembroke 
should be subject to the prince of North Wales, 
and should hold their lands of him as their liege 
lord ; should pay him one thousand marks towaras 
defraying the expenses of the war ; and should de- 
liver to him twenty hostages of the first note in 
their country, as a pledge of their future fidelity. 
William Marshal, or Le Mareschal, Earl of Pem^ 
broke, who, during the lifetime of King John^ of 
England, had constantly adhered to his interests, 
anc^ on the death of that monarch, espoused the 
cause of the young prince Henry^ in opposition to 
the pretensions of the Dauphin of France, died in 
1219, and was succeeded in nis titles and honours by 
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his eldest son William. In 1220, the Flemings threw 
off their allegiance to Llewelyn, and marching north- 
ward, seized the castle of Cardigan, which the Welsh 
prince soon after recovered and razed to the ground; 
then, advancing into this county, he destroyed the 
castle and fireclthe town of Gwys, now Wiston, and 
extended hb ravages to the country bordering on 
Milford Haven, and to the gates of the castle of 
Haverfordwest. During the absence of William, 
Earl of Pembroke, in Ireland, where he had a com- 
mand in the English army, Llewelyn Prince of 
North Wales, laid waste his territories in this county, 
and took and garrisoned two of his castles. The 
earl, hearing oi these ravages, landed from Ireland 
with a strong bodv of forces near the city of St 
David's, recovered the castles of Carmarthen and 
Cardigan, and retaliated on their garrisons the 
slaughter whi6h Llewelyn had inflicted on his own : 
he soon after rebuilt the strong castle of Kilgerran. 
Earl William died in 1231, and was succeedea in the 
palatinate by his next brother Richard, at that time 
abroad, and whom the king, on pretence that he had 
leagued with his enemies in France, refused to admit 
to uie honours of his family ; upon which he retired 
into Ireland, where, having raised a powerful band 
of adherents, he returned to Pembrok^hire, and took 
forcible possession of the Welsh territories. He then 
became reconciled to the king, with whom, however, 
he quarrelled again in 1233, concerning his Poictevin 
favourites, and, withdrawing to South Wales, made 
common cause with some of the Welsh chieftains 
against Henry's more devoted vassals. He was soon 
compelled once more to seek refuge in Ireland, where 
he was treacherously slain in \2^. He was suc- 
ceeded in the earldom by his brother Gilbert, who 
obtained from the Crown a grant of the towns and 
castles of Cardigan and Carmarthen, which had been 
seized from his predecessor into the hands of the 
king. Being accidentally killed in the year 1241, 
and leaving no issue, the family honours and posses- 
sions devolved upon the next' brother, Walter, who 
in his turn died without issue, in 1246,. and was sue* 
ceeded by bis only remaining brother, Anselme, who 
died a few days after, also without issue. The re- 
markable circumstance of the decease of all these five 
adult sons of William le Mareschal without issue was 
attributed, by the monkish hbtorians of the time, 
to the impiety of their father, who had seisied two 
manors in Ireland belonging to the Bishop of Ferns, 
and whom that prelate had consequently excomma- 
nicated. 

On the death of Anselme, the family inheritance 
passed to his eldest sister Maud, who had married, 
first, Hugh Bigod, Earl of Norfolk, and afterwards 
John de Warren, Earl of Surr^, and who bestowed, 
with the king's consent, the office of marshal, form* 
ing part of wis inheritance^ on her son by her first 
husband, Roger Bigod, Earl of Norfolk. lif aud died 
in 1248^ when the estates of the earldom of Pern- 
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broke, by marriage Vith her next sister Joan, de- 
volved on Warren de Mountchensi, who died in 1255, 
leaving issue by this marriage a son, William, and a 
daughter, Joan. William succeeded his father in the 
earldom of Pembroke, but was killed at the sieee of 
Dryslwyn castle, in 1289 : his sister married Wil- 
liam de Valence, half-brother to Henry III., who 
was created E^rl of Pembroke by that sovereign, 
and succeeded to the palatinate. After the complete 
subjugation of Wales by Edward /., the attempt of 
that monarch to tax his newly-acquired subjects 
caused numerous insurrections; and the rebels of 
Cardiganshire, headed by Maelgwyn Vychan, over- 
ran and plundered this county. William de Valence 
was succeeded in the earldom of Pembroke by his 
son Aymer, who was murdered in 1323, while at- 
tending Queen Isabella to France ; and, leaving no 
issue, his honours and estates passed to Lawrence 
Hastings, grandson of his sister Isabel, who had mar- 
ried John Hastings. Lawrence died in 1347 or 1349, 
leaving only an infant son, named John; and the 
custody of the castle of Pembroke, with its depend- 
ent territory, was granted, during his minority, to his 
mother Agnes, and afterwards to her jointly with her 
second husband, John de Hakeluyt. John Hastings 
was succeeded on his death by his son John, during 
whose minority the palatinate of Pembroke was given 
in Charge to his relation, William de Beauchamp. 
John was accidentally killed in a tournament at 
Woodstock, in 1390, when only seventeen years of 
age ; whereupon the family honours were claimed by 
Reginald, Lord Grey of Ruthin, who considered 
himself the next heir, as lineally descended from 
Elizabeth, the sister of John Hastings, the great- 
great-grandfather of the late earl. Rimard IL^ bow- 
ever, retained the earldom in his own hands for nearly 
eight years, and then conferred it on his queen Isa- 
bella, when the government of it was committed to 
Thomas Percy, Earl of Worcester. On the deposi- 
tion of this monarch, his successor, Henry /F., seized 
the earldom of Pembroke, and granted it to his son 
John, Duke of Bedford, who dying without issue, it 
passed to his brother, Humphrey, Duke of Glouces- 
ter. During the spirited revolt of the Welsh under 
Owain Glyndwr, the French force of twelve thousand 
men, which was sent to their assistance, landed in 
Milford Haven, whence they marched to the capture 
of Carmarthen castle. After the death of the Duke 
of Gloucester, the earldom and palatinate of Pem- 
broke were next given to William de la Pole, Earl 
and afterwards Duke of Suffolk. Reverting again 
to the crown, on the death of this latter nobleman, it 
was given by Henry VL to his half-brother, Jasper 
Tudor, by whom it was held until the accession of 
Edward iV.j who raised William Herbert, Lord of 
Rhaglan, to the dignity of Earl of Pembroke, in re- 
wara for the services rendered by that nobleman to 
his family. Herbert was beheaded by the Lancas- 
trians at banbury, in 1469, and was succeeded in the 
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Ealatinate of Pembroke by his son William, who, 
owever, enjoyed possession of it only for a very 
short time ; for, during the brief reverse of fortune 
experienced by Edward IV., and the triumph of the 
opposite party on the liberation of Henry V I., Jas- 

Eer Tudor was for a short time reinstated in his 
onours and possessions ; and, after the defeats of the 
'Lancastrians at Bamet and Tewkesbury, he retired 
to Pembroke castle, in which were his nepnew, Henry, 
f^rl of Richmond, and the countess, his motlier. 
This fortress was soon invested by a Welsh chieftain 
named Morgan ab Thomas, brother to Sir Rh^s ab 
Thomas, in order to prevent their escape out of the 
country. But Morgan's brother David, who had 
warmly espoused the cause of the Lancastrians, 
hastily collected about two thousand men, armed 
with whatever weapons they could immediately pro- 
cure, and, falling on the besieging m^my by surprise, 
compelled it to retire, thus giving the Earl of Pem- 
broke, with his young charge, and the Countess of 
Richmond, an opportunity to escape to Tenby, whence 
they immediately sailed for Britanny. The last- 
mentioned William Herbert resigned the palatinate 
of Pembroke into the hands of Edward IV., on this 
monarch's expressing a wish to confer it on his son, 
the young Prince Edward. After the death of 
Edward v., the palatinate of Pembroke was held by 
his uncle Richard, the usurper. 

Rh^ ab Thomas, at this time the most powerful 
subject in South Wales, notwithstanding liis pro- 
testations of fidelity to Richard, was a secret sup- 
porter of the claims of the young Earl of Richmond ; 
and accordingly, when it was announced that the * 
French fleet, convoying that nobleman, was within 
sight of the Welsh coast, Rh^s, who was then at his 
castle of Carew, in this county, marched with a 
chosen band of followers, well armed and mounted, 
to meet Richmond, at Dale, near the mouth of Mil- 
ford Haven, where it had been agreed that he should 
land. The Earl, who was attended only by a small 
French force, ill disciplined and ill provided, was 
highly gratified and encouraged by the number and 
martial appearance of the troops which Rh^ and his 
other friends in this quarter had brought to his sup- 
port, and at once resolved to take the field, despatco- 
ing orders to his friends in other parts to join him 
with their forces at Shrewsbury. Every thing being 
arranged, the little army already collected commenced 
its march towards that town, in two divisions, one of 
which, under the command of the earl himself, passed 
through Cardiganshire ; while the other, led by Rh^s 
ab Thomas, took a different route, through Carmar- 
thenshire ; the ranks of both rapidly swelling by the 
accession of numerous volunteers from every side. 
On the successful issue of this expedition, the palati- 
nate of Pembroke was finally restored to Jasper Tu- 
dor, the proscribed earl. Upon his death, Henry 
VIL granted the earldom to his son Henry, Duke m 
York, afterwards Henry VIII., from whom, on the 
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death of his elder brother Arthur, it reverted to the 
king, who retained it until his death. Henry VIIL^ 
after his accession, kept it in his own hands, and 
created Anna Boleyn Marchioness of Pembroke. 
The act of the 27th of Henry VIIL, c. 26. (A.I). 
1535), '^^ for laws and justice to be administered in 
Wales in like form as it is in England," while it en- 
tirely abolished the palatine jurisdiction of this county,' 
increased its extent, settling its boundaries and di- 
visions as they now exist, and enabled it to send one 
knight of the shire and two burgesses to the Eng- 
lish parliament, as is more particularly stated below. 
Since that enactment the earldom of Pembroke has 
been merely a title of honour. The first Earl of 
Pembroke created after this alteration was William 
Herbert, Lord Steward in the reign of Edward VI., 
with whose descendants the title still remains. In the 
reign of Elizabeth^ when the Spanish invasion was 
threatened, the position of the noble harbour of Mil- 
ford Haven, witn the facilities which it offered to an 
invading force, became a subject of deep considera- 
tion ; and an engineer was sent down by the govern- 
ment to survey the haven, and report concerning the 
best means of defending it This person's proceed- 
ings, however, were fiir from being satisfactory to the 
pnncipal gentry of the county ; and a spirited memo- 
rial, signed by Dr. Anthony Rudd, Bishop of St 
David's, and four magistrates of the county, was se- 
verally addressed to four of the leading members of 
the Privy Council, viz.j the Lord Keeper, the Lord 
Treasurer, the Earl of Essex, and the Lord Buck- 
hurst, and a copy of it sent to the Earl of Pembroke, 
* expressing their great dissatisfaction with the en- 
gineer's conduct The only step actually taken by 
the government in this matter was to order the erec- 
tion of two forts, one on each side of the mouth of the 
haven, which were begun but never finished, and the 
remains are still called, from their respective situ- 
ations, the Nangle Block-house and the Dale Block- 
house. 

In the reign of Charles /., although never the 
scene of any important action, Pembrokeshire expe- 
rienced its share of the evils of civil war, and several 
of its numerous castles sustained long and arduous 
sieges. Pembroke Castle, originally garrisoned for 
the king, long resisted the attacks of the parliamen- 
tarian forces, as also did that of Picton, garrisoned in 
the same cause by Sir Richard Phillips ; Roche Cas- 
tle, defended by Captain Francis Eawards, of Sum- 
merhill ; and a castellated mansion, which formerly 
occupied the site of Stackpool Court, the splendid 
mansion of Earl Cawdor. On the first defection of 
Major-General Laugharne from the side of the par- 
liament, he and his companions in arms. Cols. Powell 
and Poyer, seized on the castle of Pembroke, and 
made it their head-quarters and the rendezvous of 
their partisans. It was to this fortress also that these 
leaders retired after their overthrow at the battle of 
St Pagan's, in Glamorganshire, on the 8th of May, 
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1648; and Cromwell himself, who closely followed 
them, arrived under its walls on the 2l8t of the same 
month, and immediately commenced operations for 
its reduction a second time, which he effected after 
encountering a ^rigorous resistance. The whole of 
this county, in February 1797, was thrown into great 
alarm by the landing of a French force of about thir- 
teen hundred men at Abervelen, in the parish of Llan- 
wnda, about three miles to the west of Fishguard. 
These troops, however, being left by the ships that 
brought them thither, became disorderly, and, in 
about two days from their debarkation, surrendered, 
on Goodwick Sands, nearly a mile to the north-west 
of Fishguard, to such force, commanded by the late 
Earl Cawdor, as on the urgency of the occasion could 
be assembled. Indeed the smallness of the invading 
force, its want of discipline, and the unaccountable 
departure of the vessels which had landed it, gave 
strong reason to believe that the men who composed 
it wer6 criminals of the lowest description, of whom 
the French government had taken this method of 
ridding itself. 

This county is in the diocese of St. David's, and 
province of Canterbury, and is for the most part 
comprised in the archdeaconry of St David% though 
partly in that of Cardigan, while a few parishes are 
included in that of Carmarthen : the portion in the 
first-named archdeaconry is comprised in the several 
deaneries of Castlemartin or Naroerth, Dewisland or 
Pebidiawg, Dungleddy^and Rhos; that in the second, 
in those of Kemmes and Emlyn ; and the parishes 
in the last, in tliat of Carmarthen. The total number 
of parishes is a hundred and thirty-eight, of which 
fifty-eight are rectories, fifty-one vicarages, and the 
rest perpetual curacies. For purposes of dvil g(h 
vemment it is divided into the seven hundreds of 
Castlemartin, Kemmes, Dewisland, Dungleddy, Cil 
Garon or Cil Geraint (commonly called Kilgerran)» 
Narberth, and Rhos. It contains the decayed city 
of St. David's ; the borough, market, and sea-port 
towns of Fishguard, Haverfordwest, Milford, Pem- 
broke, and Tenby; the borough and market-town 
of Narberth ; the borough of Wiston ; the incorpo- 
rated market and sea-port town of Newport; and the 
little sea-port town of Solva. One kniglit is returned 
to parliament for the shire ; one representative for 
the borough of Haverfordwest and its newly-created 
contributory boroughs of Fishguard and Narberth; 
and one for those of Pembroke, Tenby, Wiston, and 
Milford conjointly, the last-named town having been 
constituted a borough by the act of 1832, for 
" Amending the Representation." The county tnem' 
ber is elected at Haverfordwest, where also the eleo- 
tion of a representative for that borough and its 
contributories takes place ; the member for Pem- 
broke and its contributory boroughs is chosen at 
Pembroke. The polling-places in the election ofB, 
knight for the shire are Haverfordwest, Pembroke, 
Narberth, Fishguard, Newport, Tenby, and Mathry. 
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The coanty is included in the Carmarthen or South 
Wales Circuit ; the assizes and the quarter-sessions 
are held at Haverfordwest, where stand the county 

¥tol and the county house of correction, or bridewell, 
he county comprises the entire poor-law unions of 
Pembroke and Haverfordwest, the ^eater parts of 
those of Cardiffan and Narberth, and a small portion 
of the union of Newcastle- Emlyn. 

This is the most western county of South Wales, 
forming the extremity of the central of the three 
great western projections of South Britain, owing to 
which geographical position its extent of sea-coast is 
double that of its land boundary. Its form, too, is 
rendered extremely irregular by the many deep bays 
and creeks which indent its shores, and by the great 
deviousness of the arbitrary line which separates it 
from Carmarthenshire. The surface of the whole 
county is greatly diversified with alternate hills and 
dales, decorated with rich meadows and corn-fields, 
and in most parts forms a fine champaign country, 
admirably adapted for hunting, which circumstance 
has caused the establishment of the *^ Pembrokeshire 
Hunt," noticed in the article on Haverfordwest. 
None of the hills attain a mountainous elevation, 
except a chain on the northern side of the county, 
extending from east to west a distance of eight or ten 
miles, under the general name of the Percelfyj or 
Preseli Momitaim. These are a continuation of the 
chain which, further eastward, separates the vales 
of the Towy and the Teivy, and which, in this 
county, terminates a few miles to the east of Fbh- 
gnard. Several of its summits bear distinct appella- 
tions. One of the most remarkable is at its west- 
em extremity, and is called Moel Eryr ; the next, 
proceeding eastward, is Cwm Cerwyn hill, which is 
the highest land in the county, and is visible to a 
great distance in every direction ; the easternmost of 
the remarkable summits is VrennuVawTy which is 
likewise a conspicuous object from the surrounding 
country. The neight of Preseli Top^ according to 
the Ordnance Survey, is one thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty-four feet above the level of the sea: 
it serves as a land-mark for mariners, and from some 
parts of this range of hills may in clear weather be 
seen the whole county of Pembroke, together with 
portions of nine others, also vast expanses of the 
Irish Sea and the Bristol Channel, the small island 
of Lundy, and the Irish hills about Wexford. When 
the atmosphere of the surrounding country is clear, 
the tops of these mountains are frequently wrapped 
in clouds, a circumstance which is regaroed by the 
inhabitants of the former as a certain prognostic of 
approaching rain. In the northern parts of the county, 
more particularly at a place called TrSvffam^ com- 
monly Traugarn, in the nundred of Rhos, approach- 
ing the western side of it, rise remarkable masses of 
rock, which when viewed from a distance, present the 
appearance of ruined castles, or other large buildings. 
The most singular feature among these immense 
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masses, is a group of rocks on the right hand side of 
the high-road from Fishguard to Haverfordwest, 
about three hundred yards beyond the point where 
the road has been cut through the rock, presenting 
the appearance of several lions, but of two more es- 
pecially, couchant, looking each other in the face ; 
and what is still more remarkable, these rocks pre- 
serve the same appearance, and that as distinct, 
though approached within a few hundred yards, as 
well as wnen viewed from the other side. The whole 
of Castlemartiu hundred, forming the southernmost 
part of the county, is distinguished for its gently 
undulating horizontal surface. The broad expanses 
of Milford Haven, and its numerous creeks and 
branches, form objects of the highest interest, from 
the picturesque and delightful scenery which in so 
many places decorates their shores. Some of the 
most remarkable heights, the elevation of which has 
been ascertained, besides Preseli Top, are Vrenni" 
VawTy in the northern part of the county, which is 
one thousand two hundred and eighty-five feet above 
the level of the sea; Plumstone Mountain, five hun- 
dred and seventy-three feet; Newton Downy three 
hundred and twenty- two feet; Highgaie Doton^ two 
hundred and ninety-four feet ; and St. Armis Heights^ 
at the mouth of Milford Haven, two hundred and 
thirty-five feet 

The shores of Pembrokeshire are in general high, 
and the cliffs perpendicular. The most remarkable 
headlands, on the north-west, are Stumble Head and 
St David's Head, which latter bounds St. Bride^s 
bay on the north. This bay, which derives its name 
from the neighbouring village, is succeeded, as we 
advance southward, by the deep inlet of Milford 
Haven, beyond which the coast continues rocky, and 
full of caverns worn by the action of the waves, quite 
round to Carmarthen bay, in which, on the confines 
of the county of Carmarthen, it gradually sinks into 
a marshy flat Pembrokeshire has its coast also 
studded with a greater number of small islands than 
any other county in the principality. I'he first 
which occurs on the east is Ccddey Island^ lying off 
Tenby, about two miles from the main land, and in 
the parish of Penalley ; it is about a mile long, and 
half a mile broad, and contains six hundred acres, 
of which a third is cultivated; between it and Tenby 
are various insulated rocks of wild and grotesque ap- 
pearance, some of which may be approached from 
the main land at low water. The next two, pro- 
ceeding westward, occur between Milford Haven 
and St Bride's bay. One of these, called Shohham^ 
or Skokholm, which is extra-parochial, is situated at 
a distance of rather less than three miles from the 
main land, and about five miles west-by-north from 
St Anne's Point, at the moudi of Milford Haven, 
and comprises about two hundred and fifty-one acres ; 
it is depastured by sheep, abounds with rabbits, and 
contains plenty of fresh water springs. Skomar isle 
lies somewhat nearer the main land, and due north of 
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Skokham, from which it is separated by a strait about 
a mile and a half wide, called Broad Sound ; it con- 
tains about seven hundred acres, of which a con- 
siderable portion is under tillage, and is in the occu- 
pation of a resident farmer ; it has an abundance of 
fresh water, and contains so great a number of rab- 
bits, that two thousand are said to be killed in it 
annually : anciently it formed part of the lordship of 
Haverfordwest, and now constitutes part of the pa- 
rish of St. Martin, in that town. At a considerable 
distance from these is the smaller island of Gresholm 
and several detached rocks are seen in the vicinity. 
But the lareest island on the coast of Pembrokeshire, 
and of South Wales, is Bamsei/y which forms part of 
the parish of St David, and occupies a prominent 
geographical position to the west of the great pro- 
montory on which that city stands, being the west- 
ernmost extremity of South Wales ; it is about three 
miles long and one broad, and was formerly under 
tillage, but is now depastured by sheep and horses. 
This island, and seven rocks to the south and west of 
it, have received the vulgar name of ^^ the Bishop 
and his Clerks," probably from their vicinity to the 
ancient metropolitan see of St. David's. 

From the circumstance of the county lying more 
fully exposed to the south-western winds of the At- 
lantic than any other Welsh county, its climate is in 
consequence more humid, its winters milder, and the 
heat of its summers more moderate ; severe frosts 
are seldom experienced, and snow never lies long on 
the ground, generally dissolving within two or three 
days after its iall. The mountams towards its north- 
ern border collect around their lofty summits the 
watery vapours brought by the prevailing north- 
westerly winds, whence they descend in frequent 
showers of drizzling rain, and often in heavy torrents, 
which surprise the farmers in the more southern and 
less elevated districts, towards which the streams from 
the mountains take their course, with sudden and un- 
expected floods. The myrtle, arbutus, and other ten- 
der exotics, which require to be taken under cover 
in winter in most parts of Britain, bear the open air 
throughout the whole year, in the southern parts of 
Pembroke, as on the opposite English coasts of 
Devon and Cornwall; and fruits ripen earlier and 
more perfectly in the warm humid air of this county 
than in most of the interior parts of the island. This 
mildness and humidity render the warm limestone 
soils so productive of natural grasses, that all the ef- 
forts of the farmers to prevent their arable crops 
from being materially injured by their rank luxuri- 
ance, are frequently unavailing. As the climate of 
the southern maritime district is remarkably favour- 
able to vegetation, so also is it distinguished for sa- 
lubrity, and instances of great longevity are numer- 
ous. The north-western parts of the county, where 
the substrata are of argillaceous rocks, are some- 
what colder than the maritime limestone tracts, 
and are more exposed to western storms immediately 
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from the sea; while the climate of the mountains, 
from their superior elevation and peculiar situation, 
is distinguished from its coldness and storms. The 
wheat harvest, except in a few peculiarly favoured 
spots, seldom commences before the third week in 
August 

The SOILS are extremely various, but are gene- 
rally characterised by great natural fertility. To 
the north of a line drawn from St David's, east- 
south-eastward by Haverfordwest, to the eastern 
boundary of the county, the prevailing soil is an ar- 
gillaceous loam, from six to twelve inches deep, 
resting upon argillaceous substrata of slate or ran, 
and in colour ofa greyish brown, inclining in some 
places to yellow ; the natural grasses on this loam 
are of a sweet kind, being chiefly sheep's fescue and 
white clover. These soils, approaching the sea- 
shore, are of an excellent light texture, and have for 
ages been famous for the production of barley, with 
little, and in some places without any, alternation of 
crops. In most places they contain a greater or less 

Quantity of grey porous stones, which, as imbibing 
le salts and moisture wafted from the sea by west- 
erly winds, are known to be highly favourable to 
vegetation, affording in dry summers a perpetual 
moisture to the roots of the com, while their surfaces 
reflect a regular warmth to its blades. The barley 
of this maritime district is deemed of fine quality, 
and some level patches near the shore are remarkable 
for their early harvests, the adjoining hills acting as 
reflectors to forward the ripening of the grain ; its 
produce of wheat is neither great in quantity nor of 
very' good quality. In the valleys, the hollows, 
and the gentle declivities having a southerly aspect, 
the soils of the northern parts of the county are 
deepest and most fruitful, while on the uplands ihey 
are more meagre in proportion as their substrata of 
slate and shale are blue ; the grey mountain rocks 
described below, and the pale grey shale, have in 
these situations by far the most grateful soils. A 
light peat generally occupies the hollows of the 
mountains, and the low flat places in the northern 

Earts of the county, and in its natural state is very 
arren, but is rendered very productive by manuring 
with lime; its substratum is generallv an unfertile 
clay, which is found near the surface m some other 

E laces, where it is always covered with the poorest 
ind of herbage. Southward of the line above de- 
scribed extends, in the same direction, a narrow 
tract of fertile red soils, of excellent quality either 
for tillage or pasture, resting on a substratum of red 
sandstone. Beyond, a very narrow tract of lime- 
stone soils succeed the poor wet soils of the coal 
tract of this county, which have so frequently a 
clayey substratum and peaty surface ; the former is 
of a yellowish, blueish, or light brown colour, and 
from one to four or more feet deep; the latter, a 
mixture of sand and black peaty earth, to the depth 
of from four to eight inches; these, however, are 
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capable of great improvement) by being compounded 
with each other in judicious systems of tillage^ and 
from their less elevation and other natural advan- 
tages, are here much more productive than in the 
more eastern counties. The southern boundary ex- 
tends from west-north-west to east-south-east, from 
St Bride's bay, by Walwyn's Castle, to Carmarthen 
bay, northward of Tenby; the rest of the countv 
southward is occupied by an excellent brownisn 
marly loam of good tenacity, and on the declivities 
by light and somewhat sandy soils, the crops on which 
are sometimes damaged bv the larvtB of the cock- 
chafer. The substratum of these latter soils is every 
where limestone ; thev bear a natural sward of the 
sweetest grasses, and under good tillage produce 
abundant crops of all kinds of grain. Wherever 
these limestone soils are deepest, as in the valleys, 
their fertility is astonishing; and even on the more 
elevated sheep downs, where they are shallow, they 
produce the sweetest and finest pasturage. Inclosed 
m this limestone district is a singular tract of re- 
markably fertile red soils of a good consistence, rest- 
ing on a substratum of rabf or friable stone of the 
same colour; it extends in length from Freshwater, 
westward through St Petrox, to the Isle of Sheppey, 
near the entrance of Milford Haven; its neatest 
breadth is from this latter spot northward to Nangle 
Castle, a distance of about a mile and a half; and 
hence, proceeding eastward, its breadth gradually di- 
minishes. While all the other islets on the southern 
and south-western coasts have only the ordinary 
limestone soils, that of Skokham has its southern 
part occupied by the red loams; the general depth 
of these is from six to fourteen inches, the average 
being about ten, and for meadow lands they are pre- 
ferred to the limestone soils, but for com the latter 
are superior. A narrow slip of a similar red rab soil 
forms a boundary between the limestone and the 
coal tract 

The mildness and humidity of the climate ren- 
dering the fertile soils, as noticed above, uncommonly 
productive of grass, many agriculturists devote their 
land more to grazing than to the production of corn. 
The distinguished superiority of the soils, and their 
remoteness from the mountains of the northern parts 
of the county, which collect the vapours, have caused 
TiiXAOE to be most extensively and successfully 
practised in the hundred of Castlemartin, which 
forms the southern maritime part of it, from the town 
of Tenby, on the east, to Milford Haven, on the 
west, and in the neiehbouring parts of. the more 
northern hundreds of Narberth and Rh6s. Here is 
produced the finest wheat in the county, and the 
greater part of that which is consumed within it ; 
some of the red Lammas wheat of Castlemartin, 
indeed, has a degree of transparency seldom equalled. 
The farms are of a mixed kind ; corn is cultivated 
on all of them, while a varying portion of each is 
applied to the dairy and the rearing of stock. All 
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the ordinary kinds of grain are cultivated. The 
produce of whecU in the northern and western parts 
of the county averages from fifteen to twenty-two 
bushels per acre, though there are frequent instances 
of much greater crops ; on the best parts of the coal 
tract, and southward from it, about thirty-seven 
bushels per acre is esteemed a good crop. The pro- 
duce of barley vsLTies in different situations and under 
different circumstances, from crops of the poorest 
class to those of sixty bushels per acre ; it is smallest 
in the north-western part of the county, where this 
grain is frequently sown in constant succession. 
Oats are very extensively cultivated, chiefly in the 
northern and north-western parts of the county ; the 
produce is various, but usually small on the uplands, 
where the natural disadvantages of soil and climate 
are aggravated by a constant succession of this crop 
only. Rue is no where grown on a large scale, ex- 
cept on Flirostone Downs, in Castlemartin hundred. 
Peas are sometimes sown, but the climate is too 
humid for them to produce much seed. Beans are 
occasi6nally cultivated on the stronger soils ; vetches 
and buck-wheat are likewise only occasional crops. 
Potatoes are a common agricultural crop ; and tur- 
mps are sometimes grown, but frequently suffer from 
being overrun by natural grasses. Cole-seed has 
been cultivated in a few places, more particularly on 
the reclaimed waste of Castlemartin Corse. 

The artificial /rrasses are of the ordinary kinds; 
burnet grows wild on the downs of Castlemartin, 
intermingled with an abundance of yarrow. Nearly 
one-half of the county is in meadow and pasture. 
The limestone and red soil tracts of the southern 
parts of it possess the finest meadows possible, in 
which the herbage is naturally of the sweetest kind, 
many old pastures being entirely covered with white 
clover in tne greatest abundance ; but the dry porous 
nature of the limestone renders those which have this 
rock for a substratum of but a secondary quality for 
grazing. The principal fattening pastures, however, 
are in the hundred of Castlemartin. It is a common 
practice in the county to,^ the grass lands, that is, 
to keep them without stock from June until March, 
which the mildness of the winter admits of being 
done without detriment to the grass, and which is 
found greatly to increase the quantity and ameliorate 
the Qimlity of the spring pasturage. Irrigation is 
practised by some farmers in the vtuleys of the lime- 
stone, sandstone, and slate tracts; but in the coal 
districts, in addition to the natural wetness of the 
soils, the water rising there carries with it mineral 

E articles very hurtful to vegetation : the want of 
rooks and springs is much felt in the limestone dis- 
tricts of Castlemartin, &c The manures employed^ 
besides the ordinary ones of the farm-yard, are 
various. Lime is the principal, and is used in great 
quantities, more particuUrly in the southern parts of 
the county, where the stone is quarried and burned 
with the culm or refuse of the stone-coal of the 
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adjacent measures. Sea-weed, variously called sea- 
wrack, sea-thong or tang, sea-ore, and by the Welsh, 
gwymmony is found in great abundance after gales in 
the bays and creeks, more particularly of the western 
coast ; this is extensively used as a manure on the 
adjacent lands, sometimes in its natural state, at 
others not until it has been putrefied by lying in 
heaps for two or three weeks, and sometimes a^ain 
in composts with other manures ; the fertility which 
it imparts, however, is wholly exhausted by the first 
crop. Shelly sea-sand is abundantly apphed to the 
lands bordering on the western and north-western 
coasts, being. deposited by the tides in inexhaustible 
quantities in the various creeks, bays, and mouths of 
rivers, on that side of the county ; it is highly calca- 
reous, and utterly destructive of weeds, but its fer- 
tilizing eifects continue only for two years. Ashes 
of all Icinds are also used. Paring and burning is 
practised only on some of the peaty lands ; the fold- 
ing of sheep has been customary from time imme- 
morial. The plonahs in common use are of the 
laree, awkward, old-fashioned Welsh kind : th^ share 
is blunt, and almost like a lar^e wedge, the coulter 
equally awkward, and the mould-board nothing more 
than a round stake, fastened from the right side of 
the heel of the share to the hind part of the plough : 
this last is intended to turn the lurrow, whico, how- 
ever, it frequently does not perform, but leaves the 
ground in the most rugged and unsightly state. 
Some smaller modern improved kinds have been in- 
troduced, especially the Rotherham swing-plough. 
The agricultural vehicles in common use are carts, 
which are usually drawn by two oxen yoked abreast, 
with a long pole between them, which answers the 
purpose of shafts, preceded by a pair of horses, also 
abreast ; but the use of a horse in a cart having shafts 
is becoming daily more general. 

The OXEN are as active as the horses, and the 
expedition which the teams use in conveying coal 
and culm to Sander's- Foot and similar places, where 
the vessels must always be laden durin&f one tide, 
strikes a stranger witL wonder, alarm, and compas^ 
sion : the usual seat of the carter is, like that of the 
driver of a chaise, in front of the carriage, where, 
standing on the wings of the pole, he manages his 
whip and sometimes his reins with great vigour. 
The cattle are, with few exceptions, coal-black, of a 
very superior kind, and in great request for the 
English markets, where they find a ready sale. 
Their parent stock appears to have been the small 
broad native runts of the Welsh mountains, from 
which, owing to the eflPects of a milder climate, more 
nutritious pasturage, and greater care, has sprung 
the present supenor breed of Pembrokeshire cattle, 
whicQ closely resembles that of Anglesey. They 
are often finch-backed, and white on tne belly, legs, 
&c., and sometimes white-faced, but the latter are 
far from beinff preferred by the drovers : their pro- 
portions are m general handsome; their legs are 
296 



shorter than those of the Glamoi^anshire breed, but 
longer than those of the Montgomeryshire ; their 
horns are of a middle size, those of the oxen beincr 

Senerally strong and curving upwards; and their 
eads, necks, and breasts, are of a finer form than 
those of the Anglesey cattle, but not so fine as those 
of the Glamorgan breed. Their disposition is rather 
intractable, but they are distinguished for their apt- 
ness to fatten ; the average weight of the oxen is 
from nine to ten score lb. per quarter, though some- 
times much more in Castlemartin hundred ; the hair 
of these cattle has a peculiarly rich waving silkiness: 
the Castlemartin bull is universally admired and 
esteemed. 

The SHEEP are of different kinds. The Presele 
range of mountains, and other walks in the northern 
and north-western parts of it, are depastured by the 
small, wild, hardy, mountain breed, which occupy 
the greater part of the rest of the principality, but 
which, in the inclosures of this county, are regarded 
as of little value, it being impossible to confine them 
by any ordinary fences : their wool is like their fare, 
very coarse ; but the mutton they afford is delicious, 
being but little inferior to the finest venison. In 
the lower parts of the county the sheep are of mixed 
breeds, between the mountaineers and the Cotswold, 
Dorset, South Down, and other English races, gene- 
rally without horns, and weighing from fourteen to 
eighteen lb. per quarter; the fleece weighs from 
three to four lb. The Ryeland and South Down 
breeds are also found here in their native purity, 
and in thriving condition. An endless vanety of 
mixtures is seen, too, in the grounds of diflPerent 
gentlemen and farmers fond of making experiments- 
Ewes are milked for the dairy in several parts of the 
county ; and cheese made with a proportion of their 
milk, which gives it a peculiar tartness, is preferred 
by the peasantry to the milder sort Great numbers 
of hogs are reared, chiefly for exportation to Bristol : 
in a store condition they are called, by the Flemish 
race of inhabitants of this county, tiggies : the rear- 
ing of these animals is a chief object of the fsurmer's 
attention ; they are fed chiefly upon refuse potatoes 
and whey, and are sold to drovers. The native 
horses are from fourteen to fourteen hands and a 
half high, short-jointed, strong, and active; the 
handsomest of these are broken in for the saddle, 
being in much demand at the fairs among the deal- 
ers who resort thither from the interior of England. 
They are frequently crossed with blood horses, thus 
producing a handsome and serviceable horse for the 
chase, the road, or the carriage. The Suffolk punches^ 
and cart-horses from Herefordshire, have also been 
introduced ; and the greatest attention is paid to the 
improvement of the breed of horses for every pur- 
pose. 

The southern parts of the county are particularly 
adapted for horticulture, and flowers, vegetables, and 
fruits are here produced as early and in as great per- 
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fecdon as in any other part of Britain. Orchards, 
however, are not numerous, beine most commonly 
attached only to the mansions of uie gentry, though 
there are a few about Pembroke, and many at £e 
pretty village of St. Dogmael's, near Cardigan ; and 
It is much to be regretted that no attempt is made 
towards improving^ the species of apples and pears 
at present met wiih in the common orchards, which 
are of a very inferior quality, by introducing new 
trees and grafts of the best sorts of both. The 
WOODS are few and of small extent Considerable 
quantities of timber trees on the Picton Castle and 
Lawrenny estates, with a few surviving groves about 
Slebech, on the shores of the upper part of Milford 
Haven, form the bulk of the present stock of timber 
in that pact of the county termed ^^ below the moun- 
tains,'' that is, southward of the Presele range: 
northward of it are various large tracts of woodland, 
among which may be specified the numerous groves 
of Dyfryn Gwain, of the Orlandon and other es- 
tates, Presel^ woods, and those of Fynone, or Fin- 
n6nau. The most extensive woods remain on the 
coal tract; yet the high price which is Hven for 
poles for the collieries has been one chief cause of 
the present comparative destitution of wood observ- 
able in this county : the prevailing kind of timber 
is oak, besides which are also seen ash, alder, soi^ie- 
times beech on the drier soils of the coal tract, and 
a great number of the less common varieties. In 
the parks of the greater proprietors in the southern 
limestone district are seen groves of remarkably fine 
timber trees, and some of its ravines and slopes are 
also beautifully tufted with trees. The vast woods 
that formerly covered Narberth Forest have dis- 
appeared, except Canaston wood, which is very ex- 
tensive and thriving, and a few small coppices, and 
are succeeded by cultivated inclosures. Some of the 
principal proprietors of land have of late years made 
plantations of various extent and of different kinds of 
trees, which in some of the more exposed situations 
suffer severely from sea gales. 

The WASTE lands of tne county are estimated, in 
the original view of its agriculture by Mr. Hassall, 
published in 1794, at twenty- two thousand two hun- 
dred and twenty acres, of which fourteen thousand 
two hundred and twenty were capable of being in- 
closed and cultivated at a reasonable expense ; while 
in the lordships of Llanvyrnach, Mynachlogdu, 
Maenclochog, and Kemmes, were eight thousand 
acres on the mountains in the northern parts of the 
county, which were too elevated, too much incum- 
bered with rocks and stones, and too frequently pre- 
cipitous, to be susceptible of profitable cultivation. 
Of the waste lands capable of improvement a large 
proportion has since been inclosed, the principal of 
those yet lying in their original state being in Kem- 
mes, containing about five thousand acres ; Maen- 
clochog, about two thousand five hundred; and 
Mynachlogdii, about one thousand five hundred ; all 
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in the northern part of the county, and exclusively 
of the more mountainous parts of the same lordships, 
and of Llanvyrnach above-mentioned. All these 
wastes are at present depastured without stint by the 
occupiers at large in the several manors to which they 
belong, and are consequently so overstocked as to be 
rendered of little value to any one, except to the 
lesser sheep farmers upon the skirts of tnem ; be- 
sides sheep, the chief stock by which they are de- 
pastured is young cattle. The most common fuel 
of Pembrokeshire is the stone coal of its own mines, 
or rather the decomposition of the stone-coal, usually 
called culnij which is prepared for the fire by being 
made into a compost with clay, and formed by the 
hand into oblong balls ; though peat is occasionally 
used in the northern mountainous parts of it, where 
it is abundant, while coal can only be procured from 
a very considerable distance. The Farmer's Club, 
or Sheep-Shearing, the meetings of which were 
annually held for many years at Narberth, was at 
length superseded by the present ^^ Society for the 
Encouragement of Agriculture and Internal Im- 
provement in the County of Pembroke." 

The GEOLOGICAL features of the county are pecu- 
liarly interesting, as in it are found all the various 
classes of strata contained in South Wales ; its mine- 
ral productions, too, are of considerable importance 
and great variety, but consist for the roost part of 
coal, limestone, slates, and various kinds of butlding- 
stones. All the northern part, as far south as St. 
David's, Haverfordwest, and beyond Narberth, is 
included in the great slate and shale tract of South 
Wales, which forms the basis of all its more southern 
strata, and in this part of it exhibits several striking 
anomalies. The prevailing strata are argillaceous 
slates, adapted for roofing, of different shades, from 
grey to blue, with which is sometimes interstratified 
shale, rabf or rocky as it is variously called, being 
argillaceous strata of a more fragile texture, which- 
soon decompose under the action of the atmosphere. 
A great part of the Presele mountains consist, how- 
ever, of hard grey mountain rock of a primitive kind, 
which in many places affords excellent building- 
stones; and primitive trap rocks occur near St 
David's Head, the vicinity of which is chiefly com- 
posed of masses of this description. In the'northern- 
most part of the county the strata nearest the sur- 
face are of argillaceous marl, the southern boundary 
of which extends from the sea-coast, near Dinas, 
eastward towards Penboyr, in Carmarthenshire : from 
this line, which runs along the northern side of the 
Presele mountains, the stratum of marl stretches 
northward across the Teivy into Cardiganshire, its 
thickness varying from six to twenty feet and up- 
wards : beneath it are found the ordinary strata of 
argillaceous schistus. Southward of the slate dis- 
trict, and resting upon it in geoI<^cal position, is 
an extremely narrow tract of inferior limestone, 
upon which rests a somewhat broader line of red 
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sandstone, a continuation of that which extends over 
so great a tract of country in the eastern parts of 
Carmarthenshire, and in Brecknockshire, but which 
here exhibits much less regularity in the three suc- 
cessive classes of strata of which it is composed : its 
last appearance, proceeding westward, is in some 
quarries near St. David's. Thb again is succeeded 
by the mountain limestone that forms the northern 
edge of the great mineral basin of South Wales, but 
which is reduced in this western part of it to a tract 
of extremely small breadth, frequently not more than 
a stone's throw, a circumstance which is perhaps 
owing to its more sudden dip under the coal mea- 
sures. Entering from Fendine, in the southern part 
of Carmarthenshire, it passes by Ludchurch, Moun- 
ton, across the Eastern Cleddy to Slebech, Picton, 
and Boulston, and across the Western Cleddy to 
Harroldston Cliff, south of Haverfordwest, and to 
the cliffs of Galtop, in St Bride's bay. 

On this limestone rest the coal measures which 
traverse this county throughout, from the inner part 
of Carmarthen bav, northward of Tenby, across the 
higher parts of Milford Haven, to the central shores 
of St. Bride's bay ; their total breadth is only from 
three to five miles ; tlieir northern boundary, com- 
mencing from about the centre of the shores of St. 
Bride's Day, passes east-south-eastward to the north- 
western extremity of Carmarthen bay ; while their 
southern limits run in a nearly parallel direction by 
Ivy Tower. The strata dip southward, and gene- 
rally form a much greater angle with the horizon 
than those of the more extensive coal fields of the 
more eastern counties of South Wales, being in some 
places nearly vertical, and frequently at an angle of 
seventy, sixty, Ififty, or forty-nve degrees. Several 
faultsy or dislocations of the strata, occur in the 
county : the beds of coal are accompanied by strata 
of iron- ore. The measures are a continuation of 
those in the counties of Glamorgan, Brecknock, and 
Carmarthen, which lie nearest to, and run parallel 
with, the northern edge of the mineral basin, as all 
the mineral strata rising southward in the first and 
last of those counties, and the more central of those 
rising northward, are lost between the place where 
they pass under water, on the eastern side of Car- 
marthen bay, and the commencement of the Pem- 
brokeshire coal tract on the west of it: this is owing 
to a contraction of the sides of the basin, and to its 
becoming shallower, for in Pembrokeshire none of 
the strata of coal or iron-ore lie at a depth of more 
than eighty or one hundred fiathoms from the sur- 
face, so that it is only the lowest strata of the for- 
mation that extend so far westward as this county, 
where the basin is too shallow to contain the higher 
strata also, and too narrow to contain any of the 
strata rising southward. The coal is of the kind 
called stone-coal, or, by the Welsh, glo caledj ^^ hard 
coal," which neither soils the fingers nor flames when 
ignited, consisting for the most part of pure carbon, 
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having neither asphalt to cause smoke, nor maltha to 
kindle into flame : the great excellence of this coal 
is for culinary and other purposes requiring a strong 
expansive heat without smoke. The decomposition 
of this coal, or, as it is called, culnij is mixed with 
clay, as above-mentioned, and a fire made of thb 
fuel in the morning will often last for a whole day 
without being renewed or stirred: at night these 
fires are covered over with a stumming, of the same 
material, on which they feed, and in the morning re- 
quire only to be stirred for instant service* In Pem- 
brokeshire, the surface of the coal tract not being 
sufficiently elevated and furrowed with deep valleys 
for its mineral stores to be obtained by levels or 
horizontal shafts, as in the northern parts of it further 
eastward, it is necessary to sink pits, which are 
numerous. The bed of silicious sandstone, which, 
resting upon the limestone range above-mentioned, 
forms the immediate basis of the coal measures on 
the north, and is called in Monmouthshire and Breck- 
nockshire the ** Farewell Rock," continues in the 
same direction through this county, where it is called 
the ^< Doon Rock," and is seen cropping out in stu- 
pendous masses in conjunction with the adjacent 
calcareous strata. The substances which accompany 
the coal strata, besides freestone and iron-ore, are 
clefi or chinch^ and fire clay : the beds of iron-stone 
and clunch that lie in the closest contact with the 
coal are generally marked with vegetable impr^ 
sions: the clunch also contains vitriol of iron, and in 
some mines the water is so much vitriolated that it 
excoriates the hands and faces of the workmen. The 
quantity of sulphur contained in the coal of this 
western part of the mineral basin of South Wales is 
extremely small. 

Southward of the southern boundary of the coal 
tract, nearly the whole county, for about twenty-four 
miles in length and nine in breadth, is composed of 
numberless beds of white limestone^ so called, not 
from its natural colour, which is various, but from 
the superior whiteness of the lime. The strata gene- 
rally undulates with the surface, like those of the 
shale in the northern part of the county, and are 
distinguished from those of older formation, to 
the north of the coal tract, by their bearing nume- 
rous impressions of marine exuvise, petrified shell- 
fish, vertebrae, &c, which bespeak their alluvial 
origin. This stone yields lime of the best quality 
for manure, whitewashing buildings, and some other 
purposes; but as a cement for building it is far in- 
ferior to that of the lias limestone of Glamorganshire^ 
which rests in nearly the same geological position. 
Some of the rising grounds of this limestone district 
have an anomalous deposition of huge beds of fine 
white sandstone ; but the most striking anomaly ob- 
servable in the white limestone of this county, is the 
intrusion of the tract of red soils on the southern side 
of the lower reaches of Milford Haven, as above 
described, the substratum of which, instead of lime- 
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stone, 18 a red stone, provincially called rab^ more 
argillaceous than the red sandstone substratum of the 
red soils adjoining the slate tract, and having some 
of its strata of a greyish colour. This substratum, 
when brought to the surface and exposed to the 
action of the atmosphere, becomes friable, and crum- 
bles into a saponaceous substance, not unlike the 
slate marl found about Sutton, in Warwickshire, 
though inferior to it in fertilizing qualities. A nar« 
row slip of similar red rab-stone forms the boundary 
between the coal measures and this ereat southern 
limestone district All the islets and insulated rocks 
on the southern and south-western coasts, are com- 
posed of limestone, except that of Skokham, the sub- 
strata of the southern part of which are of red rab- 
stone : this island has also a turbary of five or six 
acres, affording excellent peat for fuel. In the south- 
em part of Ramsey are indications of coal, while the 
rest of the island consists of the strata above described 
as supporting the coal measures on the north. This 
variety of mineral strata is turned to great advantage 
in numerous instances; but the metalline productions 
of this county are but of small importance. A fan- 
ciful etymology applied to the name of a place called 
Minwear^ on the eastern shore of Milford Haven, 
nearly opposite to Slebech, led some adventurers to 
searcn for ffold at that place, but without success. 
Silver has been sought for on a small promontory in 
St. Bride's bay, but the attempt to procure it there, 
which has been several times repeated since the 
reign of Elizabeth, has been as often abandoned with 
loss. A rich vein of lead in a matrix of argillaceous 
schistus was wrought for some years on tne banks 
of the Tfif, in the parish of Llanvymach ; but the 
works are now abanaoned, having been flooded with 
water, which can only be drawn off by means of 
an expensive level ; the ore is said to be of superior 

quality. 

Coal and limestone are the chief mineral products, 
and are raised in vast quantities in the respective 
districts above described, more especially in the vici- 
nity of Milford Haven and St. bride's bay, whence 
they are exported to a considerable extent The 
county contains no furnaces or other works for the 
manufacture of the iron-ore, of which abundant layers 
are found interstratified with the coal and its other 
accompanying substances. From the mouth of the 
Gwain at Fishguard, proceeding northward, several 
quarries of blue argillaceous roofing slates are worked 
in tiie cliffs on the sea-coast, a material of which the 
interior of the county also possesses abundance, but 
which is not there extensively worked except at the 
Olog^ quarries near Llanvyrnach, situated between 
the Fresel^ mountains and the border of Carmar- 
thenshire, which are very valuable; and at Pante 
Philip, about two miles from Fishguard. There are 
also several quarries of slate of the best quality at 
Sealyham. Much slate is also quarried at Kilgerran, 
and shipped down the Teivy ; but the quality of all 
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that is obtained in the county is inferior to that of 
Carnarvonshire. Stones for hiilding are procured at 
quarries in the hard grey mountain rock of the 
northern parts of the county, at Newport, and other 
places on the sea-coast, and at Coea-Cadw, in the 
parish of Nevern; also from the argillaceous free- 
stone strata of the coal measure ; from the silicions 
rocks of the red sandstone tract that separates the 
coal from the slate tract, which are quarried to the 
greatest extent at Nolton, on the shore of St Bride's 
bav, the stone there obtained being of a dark grey 
colour, and reputed to resist the action of fire and of 
a maritime atmosphere in a very superior degree ; 
from the various limestone strata, the fracture of 
which is, however, very irregular and splintery, so 
that uniform courses of masonry can hardly be worked 
with them ; and from the quarries of blue slate. A 
range of hills, entering this county from Cardigan- 
shire, and terminating in it in the Plumstone 
mountain, besides grey mountain rocks or whinstone, 
affords also indurated schistus, porphyroids, &c 
Firestones for ovens, &c., are obtained on the boun- 
dary between the limestone and red rab in Casde- 
martin hundred, in some parts of the red sandstone 
tract, and in the whinstone ranges of the slate tract 
Black marble^ variegated with white, is obtained 
near Tenby. A soft black stone, or black chalky is 
found in a rill descending^ from the Preseld moun- 
tains, in the parish of Mefiney : the peasantry call it 
ndd ffldsj or ^^ blue raddle," from the colour of the 
strokes which it makes, and mark their sheep with 
it: this, without any oily mixture, preserves its 
strong azure colour on the wool through the whole 
winter : by some it is considered equal, for the pur- 

f)oses of drawing, to that imported from Switzer- 
and. A vein of excellent potteri clay occurs in the 
limestone near Flimston, in Castlemartin hundred. 

Pembrokeshire has no important manufacture. In 
different parts of it, however, are carried on domestic 
manufactures of various coarse woollen articles of 
clothing, which in some instances are facilitated by 
scattered carding-machines. Considerable quantities 
of hides, and shins are dressed for the Bristol and 
other English markets. There is a manufactory of 
broton paper near Haverfordwest; and ship'building 
is pursued in several of the harbours, particularly 
at Pembroke, where extensive dock« yards have been 
established for the royal navy. Iron-works at Black 
Pool, near Narberth, were conducted for many years, 
and at last abandoned only on account of the g^eat 
difficulty of obtaining charcoal, the fuel which had 
been always employed, while the stone-coal of this 
county has not hitherto been found suitable for the 
purpose. The fisheries on the coast are very valu- 
able ; but for want of a regular demand, the fisher- 
men pay little attention to any but those of herrings, 
salmon, and shell-fish. One of the principal stations 
for the herring fishery is St Daffmael's, on the river 
Teivy, where the boats engaged in it are commonly 
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of from eight to twenty tons' burthen, with masts and 
sails, but mostly open, without decks, and manned by 
six or eight men ; the herrings generally make their 
first appearance on the neighbouring coasts between 
the middle and the end of September, which is 
considered the best period of the season, as they 
will then bear carriage to distant markets, and, the 
harvest being commonly over, the fishermen can be 
better spared from agricultural labours. The fish 
usually taken on the northern coasts of the county, 
besides herrings, are cod, haddock, whitings, skate, 
rays, turbot, bret, plaice, flounders, soles, mullets, 
gurnards, mackerel, dories, sewin, and a few other 
kinds. The fishing banks of Fishguard bay are 
more particularly distinguished for their abundance 
of turbot, dories, &c., o? the most excellent quality ; 
here are also large beds of oysters, which, however, 
for want of enterprise, are left untouched. There 
are about seventeen boats engaged in the herring- 
fishery, which continues until Christmas, and the 
produce of which is wholly devoted to home con- 
sumption, forming, with potatoes, a principal article 
of food among the poorer class. The chief salmon 
fisheries are in the lower navigable part of the river 
Teivy, where some of this fish are said always to be 
in season ; at the mouth of the Gwain at Fishguard, 
and that of the Nevern at Newport ; and in both the 
rivers Cleddy: on the Eastern Cleddy, at Black- 
pool, is one more particularly extensive, where 
also are caught great quantities of the peculiar fish 
called sewin : below the weir at Llechrh^d, on the 
Teivy, this fishery is carried on by means of the 
curious little boats called coracles^ a hundred of 
which may sometimes be seen within the space of 
two miles. Salmon and sewin frequently ascend 
many of the more narrow and shallow streams in 
the spawning season. Extensive fisheries are also 
carried on, off the coast of this county, in the Bris- 
tol Channel, where the main bed of fish extends 
from the vicinity of Tenby (called in Welsh Din- 
bych y Pyscod^ or " the fishy Denbigh," to distin- 
guish it from the town of that name in North Wales) 
eastward to Worms Head in Gower, and southward 
several leagues around Lundy Island; the kinds 
caught are for the most part flat-fish, such as turbot, 
bret, soles, maiden-rays, and flukes, with a smaller 
quantity of cod, basse, mullets, and whitings. In 
the beautiful bay of St. Bride's, too, abounding with 
turbot, soles, and dories, different gentlemen have 
their private yachts, by which are procured an 
ample supply for their own tables, and a surplus for 
public sale. Shell-fish are most abundant on the 
southern and south-western coasts of the 'limestone 
tract In various parts of Milford Haven are inex- 
haustible beds of oysters of superior excellence, and 
in such abundance as to render them a cheap article 
of luxury. The village of Llangwm is more par- 
ticularly famous for its oyster fishery, which is 
almost the only means of support possessed by its 
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inhabitants, who are thus employed at a season of 
the year when their labour is least wanted in the 
fields; they are, however, small, and the least 
estimable of the different sorts produced in this 
magnificent inlet: many are taken fresh to the 
market of Haverfordwest, besides which vast quan- 
tities are pickled in barrels and jars for Bristol and 
the interior. The " Crow oysters,'* being those 
found in inexhaustible quantities in that branch of 
Milford Haven which extends up to the town of 
Pembroke, and is called Crow JPool, are of very 
superior quality. The oysters of Tenby, Caldey 
Island, Stackpool, &c., are remarkably large, but 
are deemed of inferior quality to those of Milford 
Haven. Samphire, termed in Welsh comcarwWm6r^ 
^*sea buck-horn," grows on the sea-shore, on the 
rocks and cliffs not overflowed by the tide; it n 
gathered, and preserved as a pickle. Laver, or sea 
liverwort, is found growing on the rocks and stones 
in creeks overflowed by the tide, and is frequently 
gathered, well boiled, and put into jars with a little 
salt, in which state it is occasionally exported; in 
this county it is designated Uawvanj and by the Eng- 
lish '^ black butter ;'^its flavour is agreeably spicy. 

Notwithstanding the extent of its coasts, the 
excellence and number of its harbours, and its 
favourable geographical situation, the commerce of 
Pembrokeshire is comparatively inconsiderable, be- 
ing confined to the coasting trade. The exports^ 
however, -are various : the principal are coal, chiefly 
from Sander's- Foot, Milford Haven, and St Bride's 
bay, for the supply of steam-engines, limekilns, 
malt-houses, and hop-kilns, and as mel for domestic 
uses, to the West of England, the western coasts 
of Wales, Ireland, &c ; lime and limestone in great 
quantities, and chiefly to the same places; cattle, 
sheep, hogs, and horses, to England; wool, for the 
manufactures of the North of England; leather, to 
Bristol, &c. ; and argillaceous roofing slates, which 
are lowered from the cliffs in which they are quar- 
ried, in the vicinity of Newport, into the vessels 
below. Not only does Pembrokeshire produce suf- 
ficient com for the supply of its own inhabitants, 
but also a considerable surplus of wheat in the 
southern, and of oats in the northern, parts of it, 
which is exported to Liverpool, Bristol, and the 
counties of Dorset and Sussex. From its coasts, as 
is described above, are also sent samphire and 
laver, oysters, turbot, salmon, and various other kinds 
of fish, to Bristol and the interior of South Britain. 
Sander^ S'Foot^ in the inner part of Carmarthen bay, 
is a noted place for the export, during summer, 
of stone-coal and culm, which are shipped on board 
vessels lying on the open beach. Proceeding west- 
ward along the coast, the next port is Tenby} 
celebrated as a place of great and fashionable resort 
for the purpose of sea-bathing, and which, with that 
of Haverfordwest, is subject, according to the regu- 
lations of the custom-house, to the port of Pem- 
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broke. Haverfordwegtj being situated the most fa- 
vourably of the three, near the centre of the county, 
engrosses roost of its commerce. Both the latter 
are on branches of Milford Haven. 

The magnificent harbour of Milford, the 
finest in Great Britain, opens south-westward into 
the wide expanse of the lower part of the Bristol 
' Channel, while inland it stretches for many miles 
directly eastward, and afterwards, in its highest 
reaches, northward, through the coal tract. The 
navigable length of the haven, from its mouth, up 
the Western Cleddy, to Haverfordwest, is about 
twenty-one miles ; and from its mouth, up the Eastern 
Cleday, to Canaston Bridge, about twenty miles : its 
breadth, at the mouth, between the Dale and Nangle 
block-houses, is two thousand five hundred and eighty 
yards ; and from Picton Point to Thorn Island, two 
thousand three hundred yards. Exclusively of the 
various roads, bays, and creeks, it has the following 
main piUsy or branches, all on the southern side of 
it; viz,j Pennar Mouth, Cosheston, Carew, and 
Creswell. Pennar Mouth Pill is that which extends 
up to the town of Pembroke ; its mouth from rock 
to rock is only two hundred yards wide at high 
water, and one hundred and twelve at low water, 
with from nine to twelve feet depth of water; but 
within it expands into a fine spacious basin, called 
Crow Pool. Various reports have been made con- 
cerning the capaciousness of Milford Haven: one 
states Uiat it would contain with ease more than all 
the navies of Europe; and another, by a naval 
oflBcer, computes that it would contain a thousand 
ships of the line, a thousand fifty-gun ships, a thou- 
sand frigates, a thousand sloops of war, and a thou- 
sand transports to supply them, without in the least 
degree incommoding each other ; while a hundred 
sail of the line might be brought to act simultaneously 
on any ship or number of ships that might attempt 
the haven. Several plans have at various times been 
proposed for increasing its natural conveniences for 
trace, and the execution of some of them has much 
auraiented its commerce, and given rise to the town 
of Milford, the custom-house at which place extends 
its jurisdiction round the coast of St. Bride's bay to 
St* David's. In the spacious bay of Si. Brides are 
several little creeks, wnich afford shelter to numerous 
small vessels employed in the coal, culm, and lime- 
stone trades; and in the western curve of this bay, 
to the north of the coal tract, is situated the thriving 
little sea-port of Solva^ which carries on a coasting 
trade with the neighbouring ports, particularly Mif 
ford, and with Bristol. Beyond the promontory of 
the eight rocks called ^< the Bishop and his Clerks," 
and situated on a small bay to the east of Strumble 
Head, is the port of Fishguardf the harbour of which 
is the only one free from obstructions and bars 
between Milford Haven and St. Tudwal's Roads, 
on the coast of Carnarvonshire; this harbour is of 
an irregular form, about two thousand four hundred 
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feet long, by one thousand one hundred and sixty 
feet wide, and oflten affords shelter to the Irish 
packets driven hither by stress of weather, New- 
port, a few miles further north-eastward, has a small 
bar harbour for a few coasting vessels and fishing 
boats. 

The principal rivers are, the Western Cleddy, 
the Eastern Cleddy, the Gwaun or Gwain, the 
Nevern, and the Teivy. The Western Cleddy^ 
called Cleddy Gw^n, or <^ the Fair," rises at Llygad 
Cleddy, or ^* the Eye of Cleddy,'* in the parish of 
Llanvair-Nantgw^n, near Fishguard, and flows at 
first south-eastward by the church and bridge of 
Llanstinan, then westward towards Llangwaren, and 
afterwards southward, receiving numerous smaller 
brooks, until, at the distance of about thirteen miles 
from its source, it reaches the town of Haverford- 
west, where it becomes navigable for ships of small 
burthen; continuing its southerly course for a few 
miles, until its waters become perfectly salt, the 
river, at last inclining a little south-eastward between 
Hookwood and Boulston, is joined by the broad 
stream of the Eastern Cleday at Picton Point, 
about five miles below Haverfordwest. The Eastern 
Cleddy, or Cleddy Du, " the Black, or Swarthy," 
rises among the Precelly mountains, at a place 
named Blaen-y-Gors, in the parish of Mynachlog« 
du, and, receiving numerous smaller streams from 
the same elevated region, takes a course nearly 
southward, forming the boundary between the 
counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen, until near 
Llandissilio : below Egremont it is joined by the 
powerful stream of the Syvynney, which flows into 
It by Longbridge from Walton : above Slebech it 
becomes navig&le for small vessels, and having 
gradually assumed a westerly direction, a little 
below that place, between ricton and Mynwere, 
it joins the Western Cleddy, as above described. 
The united waters of these rivers immediately form 
a salt-water estuary of about a mile in breadth, 
which constitutes the upper extremity of the mag- 
nificent harbour of Milford Haven, called by the 
Welsh, Aber Dau Gleddy, << the Mouth or Estuary 
of the two Cleddys," the length of which, from the 
junction of the two rivers to the open sea, is about 
sixteen miles, while its breadth, owing to the great 
irregularity of its rocky shores, varies from one to 
two miles. The Gtoaun, or Gwain, has its source 
in the Presele mountains, whence it pursues a 
romantic course of about twenty miles westward 
to the Irish Channel at Fishguard, where it forms 
the best harbour in the county, next to that of 
Milford. The Nevern^ which has a similar origin, 
near the mountain of Vrenni Vawr, enters tlie same 
sea at Newport, after a course of about fifteen miles, 
forming at its mouth a harbour for vessels of about 
one hundred tons' burthen. The NewgaU, the first 
stream that occurs to the northward of Milford 
Haven, flows westward along the boundary between 
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the slate and coal tracts, apd discharges its waters 
into St Bride's bay, at the Newgall Sands, after 
forming, in the latter part of its course, the boundary 
between the hundreds of Rhos and Dewisland. 
A little further northward is the Solva^ or Solvach, 
which, at the little town of that name, forms a 
harbour for coasting vessels of from a hundred to a 
hundred and fifty tons' burthen, and immediately 
below falls into St. Bride's bay. On the north- 
eastern side of the county, the little river Cj/chj 
which has its source in the Presele ran^e, flowing 
northward, forms the boundary between this county 
and that of Carmarthen, until it falls into the Teivy 
a little below Kenarth. It is at this point that the 
latter river first touches Pembrokeshire, of which 
it henceforward forms the northern boundary, becom- 
ing navieable for barges at Llechrhyd bridge, and 
for vessek of two hundred tons at Cardigan bridge. 

Pembrokeshire is wholly indebted to nature for 
its valuable inland navigation, having no canal what- 
ever. It has a greater abundance of excellent mate- 
rials for the making and repairing of roads than 
any other county of South Wales, even its slate 
district abounding in many places with silicious 
rocks, equal in durability to the imported granite 
paving-stones of London ; yet, notwithstanding this 
advantage, its roads are on the whole among the 
worst in the principality. The best line is the di- 
rect route to Milford (which was improved through 
the intervention of the directors of the General 
Post-OflSce), with its branch from Narberth to 
Tenby. The cross roads, notwithstanding the ex- 
ertions of some of the most influential persons in the 
county, are for the most part greatly neglected. 
That from London to St. David's by Oxford and 
Gloucester, joined by that from London to Haver- 
fordwest through Cardiff, enters this county from 
St. Clear's, in Carmarthenshire, at Tavern 'Spyty, 
and proceeds through the town of Haverfordwest to 
St David's. The road to Milford branches from 
this at Haverfordwest; those to Narberth, Pem- 
broke, and Tenby, at Cold-blow, two miles from 
Narberth ; and that to Wiston, from the vicinity of 
Canaston Bridge. The road from London to Cardi- 
gan, continued to St David's, branches from the 
nrst-mentioned road at Llandovery, in Carmarthen- 
shire, and, crossing the Teivy into Pembrokeshire 
from the town of Cardigan, passes through Newport 
and Fishguard to St David's : from Troedyraur, in 
Cardiganshire, a branch diverges either by New- 
castle or Ll&chrhyd bridge, to Kilgerran. The 
mail for Ireland formerly arrived daily at Milford, 
but it has been recently removed to Pembroke, 
where a new pier has been erected : a new line of 
road has also been formed, by which the route of 
this mail to the new place of embarkation has been 
rendered much shorter than that to Milford. 

The REMAINS of ANTIQUITY are various ; but the 
.most striking and numerous are those of fortresses 
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erected by the Norman invaders of Pembrokeshire 
and their immediate descendantBy and of castellated 
mansions of a later period. The peninsula of Cas^ 
tlemartin contains a few scatterecl relics of a kiDd 
usually considered Druidicalj sinong which are those 
of a cromlech. Similar remains^ but very rude and 
on a small scale, consisting for the most part of sin- 
gle upright stones, are sJso very niunerous in the 
vicinity of St. David's: at Long'-house^ near the 
village of Trevine, is a cromlech, the table stone of 
whicn is about eighteen feet long ; nearer Fishguard, 
at Treslanog, is another monument of the same 
kind, fourteen feet long, and about eig^ht broad; and 
several others are visible near Trehowel, at a place 
called Trev Cilhwch. In the vicinity of Newport 
are also many Druidical remains, the priDcipal of 
which is a very remarkable cromlech, near rentre 
Evan, the covering stone of which is eighteen feet 
long and nine broad, and rest on supporters a con- 
siderable height above the surfoce of the ground. 
Another large and perfect monument of the same 
kind stands between the town of Newport and the 
sea, and is designated Llech-y-Drybedd. The re- 
mains of the Roman station Ad Vigesimum are situ- 
ated a few miles within the eastern boundary of the 
county, and north-east of the church of Ambleston. 
A little westward from this station, near the village 
of Ford, are remains of a small camp of Roman con- 
struction; and in the same vicinity, in the year 1806 
were discovered some relics of a Roman bath. Tbe 
exact position of the city or station of Menapia has 
never been satisfactorily ascertained : it is considered 
to have been on the coast, and that the encroachments 
of the sea, or the accumulation of sand, have oblite- 
rated all traces of it. Mr. Fenton, the intelUgent 
tourist, was inclined to think Porthmawr, to the 
north-west of St. David's, or the sandy burrows in 
its vicinity, as most likely to be the site of the an- 
cient Menapia^ in which opinion his friend, Sir K* 
C. Hoare, concurred. Near Llanrian, is a military 
intrenchment called Castell Hfivod, supposed by Mr. 
Fenton to have been a castrwn (Bstivumy or summer 
camp, of the Romans, and situated near the course 
of the Roman road leading from Loventium to Me* 
napia. Near the shores of St. Bride's bay, in Ae 
vicinity of Solva, is Poyntz Castle, an artificW 
mound, conjectured to have been the site of & 
Roman watch-tower. The great Roman road, tb^ 
Via Julia Maritimaj entering from Carmarthenshire, 
is thought to have passed in the line of the present 
mountain road through the centre of the station Ad 
Vigesimum ; and, a little further, evidence of i^ 
course is yet found in the name of a farm termea 
Streetland : from the latter place this road may ^ 
traced by occasional fragments, in a line nearly 
north-west, towards Menapia, the last station in tins 
direction. The Roman road connecting the station 
Loventium, situated at Llanio, in the Vale of Tei^f 
above Lampeter, in Cardiganshire, with that of M^ 
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napiOf enters Pembrokeshire from the northern part 
pf Carmarthenshire, in the upper part of the parish 
of Llanvyrnachy and its course may be clearly traced 
in several places, more particularly on Cwm Cerwyn 
mountain, a distinguished summit of the Presele 
chain, where it is marked by a range of tumuli. 
Much of it has, however, been covered by accumula- 
tions of peat ; but the portions of it yet remaining^ in 
this county, which are considerable, have received 
the name of Via Fhndrica^ or " Flemish Way," from 
an erroneous supposition of its having been formed 
by the Flemish settlers. Some traces of a paved 
way have also been discovered near the Newgall 
sands in St Bride's bay, which have been thought 
to be fragments of a Roman road leading along the 
coast from Menapia to Dale, not far from the en- 
trance of Milford Haven. 

Near the village of Rudbaxton, about four miles 
north of Haverfordwest, is a circular British encamp- 
ment, on the summit of a steep conical hill, having a 
single ditch of great depth ; this is sometimes called 
*< the Rath," and in old maps <' St. Leonard's Castle." 
A little further northward is Castell Henry, or Hen- 
drev, a large mound, probably the site of a small for- 
tress. In the neighbourhood of the village of Ford, 
besides the Roman remains above-mentioned, are 
also various other ancient military earthworks, the 
most, remarkable of which are, a spacious circular en- 
campment on a farm termed Smerton, or Summer- 
ton, near the village of Little Newcastle ; and a cir- 
cular intrenchment styled Castell Coning, near the 
villafi^e of St. Dogwell's. Near Llanrian, on an ele- 
vated rock, designated Gam Vawr^ is a large British 
encampment, having lofty ramparts of loose stones; 
and in the grounds of Picton Castle, near Slebech, 
are some remains of an intrenched fortification 
called Castle Lake. On the shore of the peninsula 
of Castlemartin are numerous military earthworks, 
some of considerable strength, thought to have been 
raised by the Danish and other maritime marauders, 
who so frequently infested this coast, and which 
were probably intended only to secure Uieir plunder, 
and cover their retreat to their ships. Near Oriel- 
ton, in the same peninsula, on a common termed 
Dry Burrows, are a great many tumuli ; and many 
similar mounds, supposed to be sepulchral, are sca^ 
tered near the sea-coast between St. David's and 
Fishguard : of the latter, one of the most remarkable 
is that at Tr^v Ednyved, near Llanrian, which, on 
being opened, was found to contain a cist-vaen. In 
the more immediate vicinity of Fishguard are some 
other very curious remains of remote antiquity, 
consisting of sepulchral tumuli, and foundations of 
buildings, in the former of which have been disco- 
vered urns and other articles of great antiquarian 
curiosity. 

The RELIGIOUS houses appear to have been more 
numerous than in any other Welsh county. At the 
period of the Reformation there was at St* David's, 
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besides the episcopal establishment, a college of 
Secular priests; at St. Dogmael's was a Benedic- 
tine monastery, which had a cell in Caldey Island; 
at Haverfordwest, a priory of Augustine canons ; at 
Lawhaden, a small priory and a liospital ; at New- 
port, a house of Augustine friars ; at Pembroke, a 
Benedictine cell ; at Pill, commonly called Hubber- 
ston Pill, in the parish of Steynton, a Benedictine 
priory ; at Slebecn, a preceptory of Knights Hospi- 
tallers; and at Tenby, two hospitals. There are 
interesting remains of the abbey of St. Dogmael's, 
near Cardigan, and extensive ruins of the subordi- 
nate priory in Caldey Island, including the tower of 
the conventual church, surmounted by a stone spire; 
of Pill priory, at the upper extremity of Hubberston 
Creek, a branch of Milford Haven ; and of that of 
Haverfordwest, situated on the banks of the Western 
Cleddy, a little below that town. There are also 
some remains of an old monastic edifice near Mar- 
ian's or Mawdlen's bridge, a little westward from 
Haverfordwest. The most remarkable specimens of 
ecclesiastical architecture are seen in the cathedral 
church of St. David's, for the most part in the Anfi^lo- 
Saxon, or early Norman style, and in the parochial 
churches of Carew, St. Mary at Haverfordwest, Mil- 
ford, Nevern (one of the largest in the county), Sle- 
bech, anciently belonging to a Commandery of the 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, and Tenby. The 
following are also well worthy of notice, vtz., the 
chapel of St. Mary's College, at St. David's; the 
ruins of the chapels of St. Justinian and St Non, on 
the sea-coast in the vicinity of that city ; and the 
chapel or hermitage of St Govan, romantically situ- 
ated among the precipices on the sea-coast of Castle- 
martin. The ancient mural fortresses of the county, 
owing to its peculiar political situation during the 
encroachments upon Wales by the Norman conquer- 
ors of England, are particularly numerous ; but the 
only one which retains its pristine magnificence, and 
is at present inhabited, is ricton CasUe, situated on 
the western side of the Eastern Cleddy, a little 
below the village of Slebech. The ruins of the 
castle of Benton, on the western shore of Milford 
Haven, are particularly picturesque ; those of Carew, 
at the head of a southern brancn of the haven, ex- 
tensive and magnificent; those of Kilgerran, on the 
banks of tlie Teivy, peculiarly striking, the circular 
arch which so frequently occurs in them bespeaking 
the early Norman origin of this fortress; tnose of 
Manorbeer, near Tenby, extensive and magnificent ; 
those of Narberth, interesting^ and picturesque ; those 
of Newport, remarkable ; those of Pembroke, strik- 
ingly grand ; those of Roche, near St Bride's bay, 
between Haverfordwest and St David's, distinguished 
for the singularity of their situation on the summit of 
a high, abrupt, and isolated rock ; those of Tenby, 
extensive and grand ; those of Wiston, also worthy 
of remark. On the hill above the church of Nevern 
are some remains of an ancient fortress, once of great 
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strength, now called Llanhyver Castle. An artificial 
mound, some distance westward of Milford, indicates 
the site of the fortress of Walwyn's Castle, or Castell 
Gwalchmai. The strong and lofty walls of the old 
town of Tenby are, in some places, nearly entire ; 
and a large portion of the north wall of Pembroke, 
with some of the bastions, is still in good preserva- 
tion ; as is also the east gate of the ancient city of St. 
David's. Some remains are yet visible of the block- 
houses erected at the entrance of Milford Haven in 
the reign of Elizabeth. 

The number of ancient mansions formerly to be 
seen was as remarkable as the number of castles. 
Very few of these, however, are now standing ; but 
the ruins of several yet remain, at Trevlyne, Scots- 
borough, &c. The ruins of Lawhaden or JLlewhaden 
Castle, near Narberth, once a magnificent residence 
of the bishops of St David's, are very striking, and 
include a grand entrance gateway and an octagon 
tower of great height ; and those of Llan-Fydd, now 
Lamphey Court, another princely residence of the 
same prelates, situated between Pembroke and 
Tenby, are remarkably picturesque and curious ; as 
are also those of another of their episcopal mansions, 
at St. David's. At the village of Dale is a remark- 
able castellated mansion, which has been modern- 
ized, and now forms a handsome edifice with wings. 
Formerly there were also mansions of ancient erec- 
tion at St. Bride's; at Blaenybylan, or Lybylan, 
near Kilgerran ; near Slebech ; at Landshipping, 
on the Eastern Cleddy ; and at a place lower down 
on this river ; at Prendergast, a suburb of Haver- 
fordwest ; at Boulston, in the same vicinity ; and at 
Trfevgarn, near to Fishguard : but only very few 
vestiges of these are now discernible. Among the 
numerous modern seats of the nobility and gentry 
that adorn the county may more particularly be 
noticed, Amroath, Berry Hill, St Botolph's, Boul- 
ston, Brownslade, Cilwendeg, Clareston, Creselly, 
CufFern, Ddlhaidd, Fynone, Glynamel, Glynfew, 
Lamphey Court, Llandshipping, Llanstinan, Llan- 
unwas, Llwyn-gwair, Orielton, Pantsaison, Panty- 
derry, Priskilly Forest, Rhosygilwen, Ridgeway, 
Sealyham, Slebech Hall, Stackpool Court, and 
Whitechurch. 

It is a peculiarity observable in this county, that 
the cottagesj and even the farm-houses in the greater 
part of it, are frequently built of mud, notwitnstand- 
mg the abundance of much superior materials; a 
circumstance which is considered to be owing to a 
practice perpetuated among the descendants of the 
Flemish emigrants. Besides their predilection for 
mud walls, and round wattle and dab chimneys, 
there are other features in the mode of building 
practised by this race of people, which were formerly 
much more striking and general than at present: 
the chimney commonly rises from the front wall 
close to the door; and the farm-houses have fre^ 
quently a transverse roof crossing the main one at 
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right angles, while the chimney rises from the junc- 
tion of the eaves of both. The cottages are alto- 
f ether of a very mean description ; and the fiirm- 
uildings usually of a very inferior kind, excepting 
some of those of modern erection. In the limestone 
tracts of the southern parts of the county, where tHe 
fissures of the dry limestone substrata absorb all the 
rain water in a very short time, it is found neces- 
sary to construct water-ponds with stone and lime, 
to preserve water for the cattle. Portable, or move- 
able, threshing-floors are common ; as are also, in 
some parts of it, stiles formed of solid stone and 
mortar. Some of the western maritime parts of the 
county are yet uninclosed ; but the extent of these 
open districts has been gradually lessening for many 
years. Fences of uncemented stones are common in 
most parts of the county. Stone fences in exposed 
situations on the western coast have their copings 
surmounted by single upright stones placed at re- 
gular intervals, which are supposed to break the 
violence of westerly winds against buildings, planta- 
tionSy &c. Naked sod fences, and fences of sods and 
stones in alternate layers, as in Cardiganshire, are 
also frequently seen along the western coast from 
Milford northward ; the faces of these fences are 
sometimes wholly of stones laid in peculiar courses. 

Of the more remarkable natural plants, the privet 
and wild service-tree are most common on the lime- 
stone of the southern parts, and the holly among 
the hills in the north of it The bread consumed by 
the whole of the lower orders, and many of the mid- 
dle classes, is entirely composed of barley, unleavened, 
and baked in thin cakes on cast-iron plates : oaten 
bread is occasionally eaten in the uplands. Servants 
are hired at the spring and autumn fairs, but chiefly 
at the latter. Various chalybeate and some sulphu- 
reous springs rise in different parts of tlie county, as 
at St Dogmael's, Llanllawer, Fishguard, St. Dog- 
well's, &c. ; but the only mineral spring of much 
repute is that called Alum Well, at Treryfydd, or 
Griffithston, near the sea-coast, a few miles north- 
ward of Newport Golden Well, near the village of 
Little Newcastle, eight miles north of Haverford- 
west, is said to ebb and flow regularly with the tide 
in St George's Channel, nine miles distant A con- 
flux of springs, called the Nine Wells, at Llandrud- 
ion, near St. David's, yields such a copious supply 
of water as suffices immediately to work a corn-mill. 
The coast of Castlemartin hundred, from Stackpool 
Head westward towards Nangle Point, at the mouth 
of Milford Haven, is highly romantic, presenting 
some rocky scenery of great sublimity, interspersed 
with natural caverns of unusual extent and curiosity. 
Of these, one of the most remarkable is Bosherston 
Mere, which, on the surface of the ground, presents 
only a small aperture, but underneath gradually 
widens into an extensive vault In stormy weather, 
when the sea beats with violence against the rocks, 
the noise emitted from this aperture is tremendous, 
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and sometimes vast columns of spray are forced 
through it to an immense height : the ebbing of this 
strong^ current of air is found to be very daneerous, 
drawing wid) it into the gulph whatever animals may 
be standing near the margin. The village of Tr&v* 
garn, in the western part of the county, derives its 
name, signifying literally ^* the town of the rocks," 
from the extraordinary masses of rock scattered over 
the adjoining common, appearing, at a distance, like 
extensive rums of buildings. 

PENALLEY (PEN-ALEY), a parish, in the 
hundred of Castlemartin, union and county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, H mile (s. w. by w.) 
from Tenby ; containing 346 inhabitants. This pa- 
rish, which is situated on the south-eastern extremity 
of the county, and on the shore of the Bristol Chan- 
nel, comprises a moderate portion of arable and pas- 
ture lano, the whole, with the exception only of a 
very small tract of common, inclosed and in a good 
state of cultivation. It formerly belonged to the 
family of De Barri, of Manorbeer CasUe, and, in 
the 1st of Henry IV., was bestowed upon John de 
Windesor; but soon after reverting to the crown, it 
was granted bv letters patent to Thomas ab Owain, 
of Trellwyn, in this parish, from whose family, on 
the death of his descendant, Thomas Bowen, Esq., 
it passed by marriage to the family of Philipps, of 
Picton. Trellwyn, the ancient seat of the ab Owens, 
or Bowens, was garrisoned for the king, during the 
parliamentary war, by Lord Carberry; but being 
oesieged by the parliamentary forces, after an obsti- 
nate resistance, it was finally surrendered on honour- 
able terms. The parish, of which the rateable annual 
value is returned at £'2274 12., abounds with lime- 
stone, which is quarried upon an extensive scale; 
part being exported to the coast of Devonshire, and 
part burnt into lime for manure, for the supply of 
the neighbourhood. Some fine specimens of ma- 
dripore are found here. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £4. 17. 11., and endowed with £200 
royal bounty; net income, £77, with a glebe- house; 
patron, Bishop of St David's; impropriator. Sir 
K. B. P. Phillips, Bart The churcii is an ancient 
cruciform structure, recently repaired, and enlai^ed 
by the erection of a gallery containing sixty sittings; 
on an altar-tomb are two heads in relief, with the 
imperfect inscription '' Wm. de Bavnoor et Isemay sa 
femmey virgo beata Maria Ayt mercij AmenJ* In 
the churchyard is an old circular cross of small 
dimensions, without any legible inscription, the shaft 
of which is elaborately ornamented with rich tracery. 
The vicarage-house is an elegant building, sur- 
rounded with beautiful gardens, and commanding 
some fine marine views ; it was erected by the in- 
cumbent, in 1822, under the provisions of Gilbert's 
Act A neat and commodious school-house has 
been built ako at the expense of the vicar, in which 
about 60 children of both sexes daily, and about 
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70 on Sundays, are gratuitously instructed ; it is 
supported by subscription, aided by an endowment 
of £3 per annum, charged on die estates of the late 
Lord Milford, and an annual collection made at the 
church. Caldey Island is within the limits of the 
parish, for all ecclesiastical purposes. 

PEN ALLT (PEN-ALLT), with H^ndrevor- 
VYDD, a parcel, in the parish of Llanoattock, 
hundred of Crickhowel, county of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 2| miles (w. by n,) from Crick- 
howel: the population is included in the return for 
the parish. It occupies, as the name implies, the 
summit of an elevated hill, at the eastern base of 
which passes the Brecknock canal. The lower part, 
on the right bank of the river Usk, is well wooded, 
especially Glanusk Park, where the proprietor has 
erected a handsome seat Glanusk Villa, another 
pleasing mansion on the bank of the Usk, was built 
under ^e direction of Mr. Nash, for the late Admiral 
Gell. 

PENARTH (PEN-ARTH), a parish, in the 
union of Cardiff, hundred of Dinas-Fowys, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, on the shore of the 
Bristol Channel, 6 miles (s.) from Cardiff; contain- 
ing 110 inhabitants. It is situated on the western 
side of the harbour or roadstead of Cardiff, formed 
by the junction of the rivers Ely and Tfif, near their 
influx into the sea; the shore is pebbly, and the 
cliffs contain various strata of alabaster. Penarth 
Roads form an excellent haven during the prevalence 
of westerly winds, and five hundred sail may ride 
here in safety. A neat inn has been lately erected 
on the shore, by tlie E^rl of Plymouth, for the con- 
venience of mariners, or persons desirous of the sea 
air. The living is a discharged rectory, with that of 
Lavernock annexed, endowed with a rent*charge of 
£50 by Thomas Lewis, in 1716, and in the patron- 
age of the ELarl of Plymouth ; present net income, 
£186. The church, dedicatea to St Augustine, 
stands upon a rocky promontory at the mouth of the 
harbour, and serves as a landmark to vessels sailing 
up and down the channel. In the parish is a ruin, 
now converted into a bam, which was formerly a 
chantry chapel, probably connected with, or served 
by the monks of, the monastery of Llandough super 
Ely. 

PENBEDW, a hamlet, in that part of the pa- 
rish of Nannercu which is in the hundred of 
Ruthin, county of Denbigh, North Wales, 
6 miles (s. s. w.) from Holywell; containing 47 
inhabitants. This hamlet is situated in the south- 
western and more mountainous part of the parish, 
on the turnpike-road from Denbigh to Mold, and is 
separated from the parish of lulken by a small 
water-course, which also forms a boundary between 
the counties of Denbigh and Flint; the rateable an- 
nual value is £564. The manor, which was granted 
by Henry VI IL to Peter Mostyn, Esq., in 1544, is 
now the property of Major Molyneux Williams, 
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whose residence, Penbedw Hall, is a handsome 
mansion, erected in 1775, and occupies an eminence, 
commanding an extensive and interesting prospect 
over the picturesque and fertile Vale of Nannerch ; 
it is surrounded by a fine park. This portion of the 
parish is rich in mineral treasure ; and near the 
mansion of Penbedw is a valuable mine of iron-ore, 
of so rich a quality, and of such purity as to yield 
fifteen cwt of iron from every ton of ore : this mine 
produced one thousand eight hundred tons of ore in 
the year 1826, since which time the working of it 
has been discontinued. Lead-K)re is found in abun- 
dance tliroughout the eastern portion of the hamlet, 
and, though the mines have been worked for centu- 
ries, they are still very, productive. The park of 
Penbedw, though not very extensive, contains some 
interesting relics of antiquity : in front of the house 
are the remains of a Druidicai circle, one hundred 
yards in circumference, which appears to h{ive ori- 
ginally consisted of eleven stones, of which only five 
are at present remaining; the sites of the others, 
which have been removed, being occupied by thriv- 
ing oak-trees, planted with a view to preserve the 
original form of this ancient monument About two 
hundred yards to the west of the circle is a large 
upright stone, near which are two tumuli, in a per- 
fect state. On one of the Clwydian mountains, 
above Penbedw Hall, are the remains of a strong 
British camp, called Moel Arthur, defended by 
fosses and ramparts, and having on one side of it a 
smooth terrace of considerable extent; this fortifi- 
cation, which formed one of a numerous chain of 
British posts on this range of mountains, commu- 
nicated with Moel-y-Oaer, in the parish of Northop. 
A sum of £2 is annually distributed among the poor 
by Major Williams ; half of that amount having been 
paid for many years by the owners of the Penbedw 
estate, under a bequest of £20 by Dorothy Hughes, 
in 1691. 

PENBOYR (PEN-BOYR), a parish, in the 
union of Newcastle- Emlyn, higher division of the 
hundred of Elvet, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 4 miles (s. £.) from Newcastle-Emlyn ; con- 
taining^ 1375 inhabitants. This parish, which is situ- 
ated m the north-western part of the county, is 
surrounded by those of Kilrhedvn, Kenarth, Convil, 
and Llangeler, and intersected By the turnpike-road 
from Carmarthen to Newcastle-Emlyn. It contains 
a large tract of arable and pasture land, inclosed and 
cultivated, the whole comprising 5600 acres, of which 
3000 are arable, 2000 meadow or pasture, and 600 
wood. The surface is hilly, in some parts moun- 
tainous, and in others picturesque ; the soil on the 
lower grounds is tolerably fertile, and on the upper, 
lighter, and less productive ; the crops chiefly con- 
sisting of wheat, barley, and oats ; the prevailing 
timber is oak and ash. The river Teivv bounds the 
parish to the north, and that of Bargoa intersects a 
portion of it ; within its limits are also the Molvrey 
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hill, and the village of Velindre: D61haidd is die 
name of the principal mansion. 

The living is a rectory, with Trinitj Chapel an- 
nexed, rated in the kingr*8 books at £9. 9. 4^. ; pre- 
sent net income, £325, with a ^ebe-bouae ; patron, 
E^rl Cawdor : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £310, and there is a glebe of 16da. 
Ir. 25/1., valued at £105 per annum. The church, 
dedicated to St Llawddog, a very ancient building 
in a dilapidated state, was taken down and reboiu 
from the ground, in 1809, at the sole expense of the 
incumbent, the Rev. Thomas Beynon, archdeacon 
of Cardigan, who also inclosed the churchyard with a 
wall seven feet high ; the present edifice, apprq>ri- 
ately fitted up, is 70 feet lone by about 80 broad, 
and contains 300 sittings, nearly all free. There is 
a chapel of ease in the parish, called Trinity Chapel, 
in which service is performed for the aecommodation 
of such of the parishioners as reside in that part of 
it, so distant from the mother church* About 60 
children are educated in a day school, at the expense 
of their parents; and two Sunday schools, one id 
connexion with the Elstablished Church, and the 
other with Calvinistic Methodbts, afibrd instruction 
to about 120 males and females. The churchyard 
is supposed to occupy part of the site of a R4>maD 
camp; a pot of Roman coins was found in the 
neighbourhood, not many years a^o, and part of an 
ancient road and other traces of Roman occupation 
have been discovered in the parish. There are 
several tumuli in various parts of it ; and one of 
larger dimensions is situatea near the tmrnpike-road 
leading over the mountain, from Caroaarthen to 
Newcastle-Emlyn. 

PENBREY, otherwise PEMBREY (PEN- 
BRE), a parish, in the union of Llanelly, formerly 
in the hundred of Kidwellt, but now annexed to 
Carnawllon, county of Carmarthbn, South 
Wales, 5 miles (w.) from Llanelly; containing 
2849 inhabitants. The name of this place, signify- 
ing literally the head of a hill or promontory, is 
derived from its situation at the extremity of a moan- 
tainous ridge. The parish is bounded on the east by 
Llanelly, on the north by Llanffendeirn, on the 
north-west by Kidwelly, and on uie south by the 
river Burry, and a wide tract of sands dividing it 
from Gower, in Glamorganshire ; and comprises by 
admeasurement 7000 acres. The surface presents 
rather a barren appearance, with a few fertile spots 
interspersed, partly arable and partly pettore ; the 
soil is of a clayey and sandy quality, producing 
chiefly wheat and barley ; and there is a small por- 
tion of woodland, tlie prevailing timber consisting of 
elm and oak. Very little picturesque -beauty is 
displayed, but the views that some parts command 
of sea and land are extensive and aelightful, on a 
tolerably clear day Tenby, and Lundy and Caldey 
islands beinst discernible; the parish is intersected 
by the Achddu stream, and separated from Kidwelly 
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by die Owendraeth Vawr. ' On the sooth a very ex- 
tensive sandy common is overflowed occasionally by 
the tide, but it affords good grazing land to numerous 
flocks of sheep, which the tenants of several farms in 
this and the ac^oining parishes have the right of de- 
pasturing. 

The substrata contain some mineral wealth, and 
are thought to be rich in bituminous and hard coal, 
both being wrought, though to a limited extent, in 
three collieries, where a rew hands are employed. 
The quality of the soft coal is peculiarly adapted to the 
production of gas, the working of iron, and other manu- 
&cturing purposes ; and vast quantities of both sorts 
were formerly exported to various parts of the kingdom. 
To facilitate the conveyance of the mineral produce 
of the district, a capacious harbour was constructed, 
in 1819, by the Penbrey Harbour Company, formed 
for the purpose, with a pier extending to a distance 
of four nundred yards from the shore ; but this har- 
bour has fallen into disuse, being private property, 
and has been superseded by another constructed to 
the north-east of it, under the provisions of an act of 
parliament, obtained in 1825, by a new company. 
A canal has also been formed, connecting this port 
with the Kidwelly and Llanelly canal, and pursuing 
hence a northerly course ; and Penbrey, in conse- 
quence of these and other advantages, promises to 
become a place of great trade. This part of the 
coast, however, is of difficult navigation, and, to 
mariners unacquainted with it, the most fatal on the 
shores of the Bristol Channel: in November 1828, a 
French West Indiaman from Martinique was wrecked 
off this place, and nearly all the crew and passengers 
perished, among the latter of whom were Colonel 
Coquelin and his daughter Adeline, niece of Jose- 
phine, ci-devant empress of France, who, with the 
other unfortunate sufferers, were buried in the church- 

Crd of Penbrey, where a very handsome slab has 
en erected to their memory, at the suggestion and 
under the auspices of John Hughes Rees, Esq. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, with Llan- 
dury benefice annexed, endowed with £600 royal 
bounty, and £1400 parliamentar}' grant; present 
net income, £69, witn a ?lebe-hou8e ; patron and 
impropriator. Earl of Ashburnham ; wnose tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £700. 
The church, dedicated to St. lUtyd, is a spacious 
and handsome edifice in the later English style, con- 
taining sixty pews, all appropriated, with a small 
rallery, the seats in which are free: the register 
bears date 1725, and the sacramental cup 1574. At 
Llandnry, a hamlet in the parish, is a commodious 
chapel of ease, where divine service is performed 
regularly in the afternoon; and in the hamlet of 
Pendryn, or more properly, Penrhyn, was a chapel, 
called Cynnor, which is now in ruins, and the site is 
used as a coal-yard. There are places of worship fov 
Independents and Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. 
A day school was endowed with £5 per annum, and 
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a house and garden for the master^ given by the 
late Rev. Mr. Pemberton, but the endowment has 
been withdrawn ; several Sunday schools are con- 
ducted gratuitously. A rent^chai^e of £l, by Hector 
Morris, in 1775, is distributed on Good Friday 
among the poor, but a similar sntn bequeathed by 
Hugh Thomas, in 1726, has been discontinued since 
1816. A peculiar custom prevails among many in 
the parish, of not allowing females to enter tneir 
houses on New Year's- day. 

PENBRtN (PEN-BRtN), a parish, in the 
union of Newcastle- £ml;n, lower division of the 
hundred of Troedyraur, county of Cardigan, 
South Wales, 5 miles (n. by w.) from Newcastle- 
Emlyn, and 8 (e. k. e.) from Cardigan ; containing 
1630 inhabitants. This place derives its name, 
signifying ** the Head of the hill,'' from the situa- 
tion of Its church on the summit of an abrupt 
eminence near the sea, and b sometimes also called 
Llanvihangel-Pen-y*Bryii, from its dedication to St 
Michael. The vicinity appears to have been distin- 
guished, at a very early period, as the scene of seve- 
ral of those sanguinary conflicts which occurred 
during the fierce struggles for empire among the rival 
chieftains of the principality, and the continued 
efforts of the confederate natives to repel the usurp- 
ation of their territories by foreign invaders. The 
names of several places within the limits of the parish 
are by some thought to bear testimony to the car-, 
nage which ensued upon those occasions: among 
these, Maes Glas, Pwll Glds, and CI68 Gl£s (Glfis 
being considered, though somewhat fieincifiilly, to be 
a contraction of Galanas), are reputed severally to 
signify the plain, the pit, and the indosure of slaugh- 
ter; F3mnon Waedog, <Uhe bloody well;" and Lllch 
yr Ochain, *< the stone of lamentation." One of 
those places Mr. Evans supposes to be the spot 
where the forces of Arthur were slain, through the 
treachery of his kinsman Mordred ; and Llamborth, 
another place in the parish, is by some considered 
to be that celebrated by Llywarc£ H^n, as the field 
where Geraint ab Erbin, a prince of Devon, was 
slain, with a vast number of his followers, and who is 
stated to have been interred on a farm in the parish, 
still called Perth Geraint ; but others think that the 
spot mentioned in the aged poet's elegy on the fall 
of Geraint was in Devonshire or Cornwall ; and Dr. 
Owen Pughe, in his notes to the translation of that 
composition, conjectures that it might be Ports- 
mouth. 

Penbr^n is situated on the bay of Cardigan, and 
intersected by the turnpike-roaa leading mm the 
town of that name to Aberystwith ; it comprises by 
computation about 8500 acres, prhicipally arable^ 
some parts producing excellent barley, the chief 
crop ; the surface is exceedingly hilly, but the 
greater part is under cultivation. A portion of the 
shore, designated Traeth Saitb, is supposed to be 
tlie most mvourable place for sea-bathing oik this 
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part of the coast On the beach is a flat rock, 
termed Carreg Morwyoion, or *^the Maidens' rock," 
from the circumstance of several females having been 
drowned while bathing there. The surrounding 
scenery is for the greater part dreary, and contains 
few features either of rural or picturesque beauty; 
but the views over the bay are enlivened by the 
passing and repassing of vessels navigating this part 
of the coast A stream called the Ceri rises in the 
north-eastern part of the parish, and after having 
passed through the Vale of Troedyraur and the very 
picturesque dells of Cwmdu, empties itself into the 
Teivy near Newcastle-Emlyn. Within the parish 
is a small hamlet, or village, named Samau, from the 
remains of several paved roads across a bog in the 
immediate vicinity of it Llanborth was formerly 
an ancient mansion belonging to the family of Rh^ 
ab Rhydderch, Lord of Tywyn ; in default of heirs 
it was taken possession of by Sir Herbert Lloyd, of 
Peterwell, the lord of the manor, and was afterwards 
sold. The living is a vicarage, with the perpetual 
curacies of Bettws Evan anaBrongwyn annexed, 
rated in the king's books at £15; patron, Bishop 
of St David's ; impropriator, Major W. Rice : the 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£700, of which a sum of £320 is payable to the 
vicar, one of £355 to the impropriator, both subject 
to rates, averaging £46. 10. per annum for each ; 
£25 are payable to the treasurer of St David's 
Cathedral. The church, dedicated to St Michael, 
and situated on the summit of an eminence over- 
looking the bay of Cardigan, is an ancient structure, 
in the early style of English architecture, consist- 
ing of a nave and chancel, separated by a finely 
pointed arch, and having a porch in the same style ; 
the font is an ancient square basin. In the church- 
yard are the stone steps of a cross, supposed to have 
been destroyed about the period of the Reformation. 
There are places of worship for Independents and 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists : a day school affords 
instruction to about 50 children at the expense of 
their parents ; and three Sunday schools are carried 
on, two of which appertain to dissenters, and the 
other to the Establisned Church. 

The parish abounds with relics of antiquity, prin- 
cipally of British origin ; and almost every spot of 
elevated gpround seems to have been occupiea as a 
military post Castell Nadolig, an extensive British 
encampment, strongly defended by a double in- 
trenchment, opcupies a situation on a farm of the 
same name, near the high road ; and the course of a 
{>aved road leading thence northward might some 
time ago be traced for more than a mile. In a field 
not far from the church is an erect stone, about five 
feet high, with an inscription that was read, by Mr. 
Llwyd, COR BALENCi lAciT ORDOvs. Under the 
heap of stones near which it then stood some silver 
coins, and an urn containing ashes, were found. 
Bishop Gibson also notices a gold coin, about the 
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weight of a g^iinea, supposed to be of native Bridak 
antiquity, and of a period prior to the Roman inva* 
sion, as having been discovered in the pariah* Sere- 
ral tumuli and cameddau are seen in various parti, 
and the vestiges of numerous fortifications are still 
discernible. On the farm of Cevn Lletre is a lofty 
mound of earth, encircled by three ramparts, called 
Castell, originally a place of great strens^tb^ but the 
fortifications are at present nearly demolished ; widiin 
a short distance is a tumulus designated Castell Pridd, 
At Blaenhonant, another farm, is a larg^e camedd; 
and there are two others in the immediate neighbour- 
hood. In 1841, a gold coin of Xitus Vespasian, 
about the weight of a sovereign, ^pvas found on tbe 
farm of Blaen Ceri, in a state of perfect preserva- 
tion ; on the obverse, surrounding the head, are the 
words " Imp Vesp I Caesar;" on the reverse, which 
represents a full length figure with emblems, are 
<< Pontif I R P. O I r it is in the possession of the 
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PENBYALLT (PEN-BUELLT), a townships 
in the parish of Llangammabch, union and hon- 
dred of Builth, county of Brecknock, South 
Wales, 8 miles (s. w. bv w.) from Builth ; contain- 
ing 568 inhabitants. This township, which contains 
the church, is situated on the road from Builth to 
Llandovery, and at the junction of the Cammardi 
with the Irvon, over each of which there is a hridge, 
maintained by the hundred. Many respectable reri- 
dences are scattered along the banks of the Irvon, 
and in the neighbourhood of Maes-v-Gevnfordd, 
where the petty-sessions for the hundred are occa- 
sionally held; near the church is a celebrated inp, 
called Tavern-y- Pridd. The vales in the township 
are luxuriant and well wooded, especially on the 
banks of the Irvon, and near the fall of the Dulas, 
contiguous to Maes-y-Oevnfordd, though the north- 
ern declivity of the Eppynt hills is in most places 
extremely steep, and sometimes even precipitous* 
The rateable annual value of the township is re- 
turned at £1290. Here are two Sunday schools, in 
which about 280 males and females are grratuitously 
taught by Calvinistic Methodists. 

JPENCADER, a chapelry, in the paris/i of 
Llanvihangel-ar-Arth, upper division of the 
hundred of Cathinog, county of CARMABTM^i^ 
South Wales, lOJ miles (n. by e.) from Carmar- 
then : the population is included in the return for 
the parish. This chapelry, the name of which sig- 
nifies " the head chair," is situated in a" vale, on tne 
banks of the T£fwili stream, which falls into the riVer 
Teivy ; and the road from Carmarthen to Lampc^'^ 

f asses through the village. It was here that neory 
I. arrived with his army, in 1163, to Punish Bhp 
ab Grufydd, Prince of South Wales, for some in- 
roads he had made into the territories of the vassals of 
diat monarch, while engaged in Normandy; hot a 
compromise taking place between them, Henry re- 
turned to England, with the nephews of Rb^^ ^ 
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hostafifes. The murder of these persons afterwards 
by t£e Earl of Olouoester, to whose custody they 
were committed, induced Rhts to make dreadful 
ravages in Cardiganshire and Pembrokeshire* The 
chapel has been in ruins for upwards of a century, 
but the cemetery attached to it is still preserved 
from desecration. An old Roman road n*om Car* 
marthen to Lampeter passed through the chapelry. 

PENCARREG (PEN-CAREG), a parish, in 
the union of Lampeter, higher division of the hun- 
dred of Cathimoc»^ county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales,' 4 miles (s. w.) mm Lampeter; containing 
1187 inhabitants. It forms a pleasing and weU 
wooded tract on the Teivy, and is intersected by the 
road from Lampeter to Carmarthen ; a lofty moun- 
tain, called Pencarreg, extends across it on the 
south. The village is situated upon the left bank 
of the river; a feir is held in it on October 11th. 
The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £4, and endowed with £200 royal 
bounty, and £1200 parliamentary g^rant; patron, 
Pryse Pryse, Esq. : the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £330, of which one-third be- 
longs to the vicar, and two-thirds to the impropri- 
ators, Edmund H. Stacey, Esq., and Rev. B. Wil- 
liams. The church, dedicated to St Patrick, is a 
small structure of no architectural pretensions. There 
are places of worship for Presbyterians and Bap- 
tists. In the winter and spring there are generally 
two day schools, containing about 60 children ; and 
in the summer and autumn the parishioners assem- 
ble on Sundaj^s to give instruction in reading, &c, 
to such as require it Within the limits of the parish 
is an ancient British fortification, of which no par- 
ticulars have been recorded. 

PENCELLY (PEN-CELLI), a hamlet, in the 
parish of Llanvigan, hundred of Pemcellt, county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 3| miles (s. e.) from 
Brecknock ; containing 375 inhabitants. It is situ- 
ated on the western rank of the Usk, where it is 
joined by the Mehascyn brook, on which are several 
mills. The manor of Pencellv ancientlv formed one 

Seat lordship, and was, in tne 2dth of Edward I., 
e property of Roger Mortimer^ who was summoned 
to parliament that year by the title of Baron Morti- 
mer, of Pencelly ; but in the reign of Edward II. it 
was divided into English and Welsh Pencellv, and 
was subsequently converted into five minor lordships, 
namely, those of the Castle and the Manor, Pencelly 
English, Cwm Orgwm, Wenallt, and Welsh Pen- 
celh^, to which was afterwards added the adjoining 
lorcbhip of Scethrog. Of the ancient castle of Pen- 
celly, which stood in the village, about a quarter of a 
mile to the east of the church, scarcely a vestige is 
discernible, a mansion of the Herberts having been 
erected on its site, with a part of its materials ; and 
even of the latter building there now remain only 
a few rooms and ruined walls, which have been con- 
verted into a farm-house. A chapel, dedicated to 
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St Leonard, stood within the precracts of tiie castle, 
but that also has been demolished ; it was endowed 
with a portion of the great tithes, now the property 
of the lord of the manor. The parochial church is 
situated in this hamlet, which is in general well 
wooded and picturesque ; there are a few appreeable 
residences overlooking the Usk. It forms the lower 
division of the parish, and gives name to the hun«- 
dred ; and its rateable anniud value is returned at 
£2368. The Brecknodc canal passes through it, 
on the banks of which are wnarfa for limding 
coal and limestone for the supply of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

PENCOED (PEN-COED), a township, in 
the parish of Cotchurch, union of Bridgend and 
CowBRiDGE, hundred of Newcastle, county of 
Glamorgan, South Wales, 4 miles (e. by n.) 
from Bridgend; containing 421 inhabitants. This 
place, the name of which signifies ** the head of the 
wood," is situated on the road from Bridgend to 
Llantrissant, at a short distance from the right bank 
of the Ewenny river. A house has been built for 
the poor, at the expense of £32, out of a sum of 
£47 left by two individuals ; and a trifling sum is 
annually distributed among them, arising from a 
bequest by two other persons. There is a place of 
worship for Calvinistic Methodists, by whom a Sun- 
day school, containing 100 males and females, is 
gratuitously conducted ; and a day school, in which 
are 25 children, is partly supported by subscriptions 
from the rector of the parish and a lady, and partly 
by payments from the dbildren. 

PENDER IN, otherwise PEN-Y-DAREN 
(PEN-DERYN), a parish, comprising the Upper 
and Lower divisions, in the union of Mrrthtr- 
Tydvil, hundred of Devynock, county of Breck- 
nock, South Wales, 7 miles (w. n. w.) from 
Merthyr-Tydvil ; containing 1488 inhabitants, of 
whom 189 are in the Upper, and 1299 in the 
Lower, division. The name of this parish, signi- 
fying literally <* the head of the rock," is descrip- 
tive of its situation at the head of a rock of excellent 
limestone, from which the large iron-works in the 
neighbourhood are supplied. The parish comprises 
part of die extensive common of Hirwann Wrgan, on 
which was fought the, memorable battle between the 
forces of lestyn ab Gwrgant, aided by some Norman 
auxiliaries, and the army of Rh^ ab Tewdwr, in 
which the former obtained a signal and decisive vic- 
tory. Rh^ after the defeat of his army, fleeing 
from the field of battle, is, according to some histo- 
rians, said to have reached Glyn Khonddii, about 
twelve miles distant, where he was overtaken by the 
victor and beheaded ; according to others, it would 
appear that he was slain during the conflict ; and 
others again liflirm that, having effected his escape 
into the territories of his kinsman, Bleddyn ab Maen- 
arch, he was afterwards killed in the engagement 
which decided the fate of that chieftain, in &e neigh- 
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bourhood of Aberhonddu. The remembrance of this 
event is still preserved in the names of several places 
in the parish : among these are Eddwigad^ corrupted 
from Bddwaun y^Gddf implying ^^ the mansion on 
the field of battle;" and Cadlan^ a term of nearly the 
same import, used to designate the valley that in- 
tersects the parish, in which are numerous carneddau, 
two of the larger of these being regarded by Mr. 
Jones, the historian of Brecknockshire, as military 
memorials, probably connected with this conflict: 
one of them is twenty yards in circumference ; the 
other is fourteen, and is surrounded by a trench. 

The PARISH is situated on the southern extremity 
of the county, bordering upon Glamorganshire, from 
which it is separated on the south-east by the T£f 
Vawr river, while on the west it is bounded by the 
river Hepst^ which, after pursuipg a very romantic 
course through the parish, falls into the MelU^, by 
which the boundary is continued between Penderin 
and Ystradvelltey : of the rateable annual value of 
the whole, the amount is £2910, of which the return 
for the Upper Division is £1337, and for the Lower, 
£1573. The entire district abounds with mineral 
treasures, the principal of which are iron, limestone, 
a kind of coal of a quality between the bituminous 
and the stone-coal, a.oed of excellent fire-clay, mar- 
ble, and some lead, which last, however, is not found 
in sufficient quantity to repay the expense of work- 
ing it. On Hirwaun common are the Penderin 
iron^worhs^ forming part of the very extensive esta- 
blishment of Messrs. Crawshay, of Cyvarthva, near 
Merthyr-Tydvil : these works comprise four blast fur- 
naces ror smelting the ore, worked by a steam-engine 
and a water-wheel, two fineries, twelve refining fur- 
naces for converting the pig-iron into castings, and 
two pairs of rollers for making malleable bars. The 
quantity of iron manufactured during the year 1831 
was nine thousand and thirty-five tons, long weight; 
of refined bars five thousand two hundred and sixty 
tons and a half; and of ore raised, twenty-eight 
thousand four hundred and thirteen tons, in the 
manufacturing of which fifty-five thousand seven 
hundred and thirteen tons of coal were consumed : 
the number of men employed in them and in the 
collieries, during the same year, was eight hundred 
and ninety^five, of whom six hundred and seven were 
engaged m the collieries and mines. Considerable 

Juantities of limestone are burned for the supply of 
le surrounding country, chiefly as manure. Faci- 
lities are a£foraed for the supply of the works, and 
for the conveyance of their produce, by tram-roads 
from the lime-rocks near the church to the Hirwaun 
iron-works, and thence down the Vale of Cynon to 
Aberdarcy where they communicate with the Aber- 
dare branch canal, which, joining the Glamorgan- 
shire canal at the Navigation House, in the Vale of 
tlie T& f, afibrds a direct intercourse with Cardiff* and 
the ports* of the Bristol Channel. The road from 
Breck nock to Neath passes through the parish. 
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The LIVING is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £9. a IH.; patron, William Winter, Esq., M.D.: 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£305 ; and there is a glebe of 4^ acres, valual at 
£5. 6. 3. per annum. The cburoh, dedicated to St 
Cynog, is an ancient edifice, consisting of a nave and 
cmmcel, with a massive tower at the west end ; it is 
situated on the summit of the rocky eminence which 

?'ves name to the parish, and is kept in good repair, 
here are two places of worship for Baptists* David 
Walter or Gwalter, of Maeimfwalter, in the parish of 
Devynock, in 1723} bequeathed £5 per annum, pay- 
able out of the rents of two tenements named Tyle 
and Heolvawr, in Ystradvellty, for the instruction of 
five children, and the apprenticing of one child. In 
the Lower division are two Sunday schools, in which 
about 40 children receive gratuitous instruction, Ed- 
ward Price, of Ewyas Harold, in the coun^ of 
Hereford, in 1797, cliarged a tenement, called Melin 
Rhydian, with the annual payment of £6 to the 
poor. In the parish is Craig^v-Dincts, an ancient 
strong-hold, so termed from its inaccessible situation 
on an abrupt, rugged, and precipitous rock of lime- 
stone, the base of which is washed on one side by 
the united streams of the Hepst^ and Mellte, and on 
the other by the brook Sychryd, whidi forms the 
boundary between the counties of Brecknock and 
Glamorgan. Prior to the formation of the present 
turnpike-road from Neath to Merthyr-Tydvil, the 
main road between these places led directly up the 
steepest part of this rode, and through a natural chasm 
near the summit, altogether impassable for carriages, 
and even on horseback, except with the greatest 
danger. This road, which is shorter by half the 
distance than the turnpike-road from Penderin to 
Pont Neath Vaughan, is still in use. Near the spot 
are the fine vein of fire-clay and the lead-ore above 
noticed. 

Within the parish is the remarkable wateriall called 
Eiro Hepsiij formed by that river, which here pre^ 
cipitates itself from a height of nearly fifty feet, over 
an abrupt rocky precipice, sometimes, according to 
the fulness of the stream, in one, and at others io 
three, distinct torrents ; the river, which is sixteen 
yards in breadth, forms in its descent, from the 
scarcely perceptible projection of the ledge of rock, a 
single arch, or a series of three parallel arches, under 
which is a passage between the base of the rock and 
the descending water. The scenery around this spot 
is strikingly picturesque and romantic. The common, 
over which is the road from Penderin to the water- 
fall, is of the most dreary character, diversified only 
by huge masses of limestone rode of fieintastic fonn; 
and broken fragments, that lie scattered around their 
bases, contribute to diminish the scanty pasture^ 
which this desolate tract affords to a few mountain 
sheep and ponies. On reaching the margin of the 
river Hepste, however, the scenery becomes suddenly 
changed ; the steep banks of this impetuous streaot 
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are richly clothed with wood to the water's edge, and 
the river, concealed in its course by the impendidflr 
foliage, is only heard to murmur as it rushes througn 
its rocky channel, till, emerging from a thick grore, 
it forms the cascade above noticed, and, about a 
quarter of a mile further down, unites with the 
Mellte. Between these rivers is a well wooded pro- 
montory, from which there is a j^ood view of the 
courses of the streams to their confluence, and of the 
&11 of the Hepste, the roaring of which is distinctly 
heard. The beautiful Vale of Neath, with the plan- 
tations of the GnoU, above the town, and the mansion 
and gprounds of Aberpei^rwm and Kheola, with a fine 
prospect of part of the Bristol Channel, may be seen 
also from various parts of the parish. 

PENDERWI (PEN-DERI), HIGHER, a 
township, in the parish and hundred of Llangyve- 
i^cu, union of Swansea, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 7^ miles (n. by w.) from Swansea; 
containing, with Lower Penderwi, 1203 inhabitants. 
Here is a day school, maintained by the family of 
PenlleVgaer ; and two Sunday schools are attended 
by about 35 males and females. A member of 
a fiunily resident here bequeathed £50, directing 
the interest to be distributed annually among the 
poor. 

PENDERWI (PEN-DERI), LOWER, a 
township, in the parish and hundred of Llakgy- 
VELACU, union of Swansea, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 5^ miles (n. n. w.) from Swansea: 
the population is included with the return for Higher 
Penderwi. There is a day school, in which about 
30 boys and 10 girls are instructed at the expense of 
their parents; also two Sunday schools, in which 
from 100 to 120 males and females are gratuitously 
taught bv Independents, books being furnished by 
sutwcription. 

PENDINE (a contraction of PEN-TYWYN), 
a parish, in the union of Narbbrth, higher division 
of the hundred of Derll-^s, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 5^ miles (w. by s.) from Laugh- 
ame; containing 204 inhabitants. This parish is 
beautifully situated on the shore of Carmartnen bay, 
by which it is bounded on the south, and over which 
it commands a line prospect; and comprises about 
1000 acres, the whole, with the exception of a com- 
mon of 100 acres, affording good pasturage, inclosed, 
and in a state of cultivation. It is bounded on the 
north by the parish of li^lwys-Cummin, on the east 
by that of Laughame, and on the west by that of 
Marros. The soil is of a clayey and sandy quality, 
producing wheat and barley; the surfitce is rocky 
and hilly. On the beach, which is well adapted for 
the purpose of sea-batiiing, and affords a pleasin<? 
walk, is a natural cavern, from which issues a small 
rivulet running into the bay. The living is a rec- 
tory not in charge, annexed to that of Llandawke : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£67, subject to rates^ averaging £5. 16. per annum. 
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The church, which is pleasantly situated, is a plain 
structure, erected about thirty years since, and is 34 
feet long by 16 broad ; the sittings are all free, with 
the exception of about six pews, attached to the farms 
of the parish. 

PENDOYLAN (PEN-DEULWYN), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Cardiff, hundred of Cow- 
bridge, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
5 miles (e. n. e.) from Cowbridge; containing 401 
inhabitants. The name, signifying literally <^the 
head of the two groves," was probably derived from 
the appearance of the neighbourhood, which, like 
many other parts of the county, was once richly 
wooaed. The parish is pleasanUy situated on the 
river Ely, and comprises a moderate extent of arable 
and pasture land, inclosed, and in a good state of 
cultivation; the surrounding scenery is varied. With- 
in its limits is Hensol, the ancient seat of the family 
of Jenkins, under whose auspices an annual assembly 
of the bards was for many years held in the a^oining 
parish of Ystrad-Owen, till the death of Uichard 
Jenkins, Esq., who was a warm admirer of Welsh 
poetry and music, and a good performer on the harp. 
After this event, in 1721, the estate was conveyed 
by marriage with his niece to Lord Chancellor Tal- 
bot, who was elevated to the peerage by the title of 
Baron Talbot, of Ilensol, and whose son added two 
wings to the mansion, and greatly improved the estate; 
subsequently it became, by purchase, the property of 
the Richardsons, next of William Crawshay, f^q., and 
now belongs to Rowland Fothergill, Esq., who pur- 
chased it from the last-named gendeman a few years 
ago. The present house is spacious and handsome, 
and is beautifully situated within very extensive 
gprounds, laid out with great taste, and comprehending 
some finely varied and highly picturesque scenery. 
The parish abounds with limestone, whien in general 
forms the substratum of the soil. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £8. 13. 4.; present net income, £1 12; 
patrons and appropriators. Archdeacon and Chapter 
of Llandaf. The church, dedicated to St Cadog, is 
not remarkable for any architectural details of im- 
portance. There is a place of worship for Welsh 
Calvinistic Methodists ; by whom a Sunday school, 
containing 70 males and females, is gratuitously con- 
ducted. A sum of £5 per annum, the interest aris- 
ing from £100, of which £50 were bequeathed by 
Lord Chancellor Talbot, is annually distributed 
among the poor out of the rates ; the amount, with 
£30 belonging to the parish, having been spent in 
1817, in the erection of six cottages, one of which is 
used as a vestry-room, and the others, which have 
gardens attached, are occupied by paupers put in by 
Se officers. In the parii are^Tveil spVings, ^ 
the waters of which are ascribed medicinal properties, 
and great efficacy in the cure of diseases, especially 
those of the eye, and in erysipelas. The names of 
some farms appear to indicate the past existence of 
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ancient encampments; but nothing is recorded of 
their history, nor are there any vestiges of them re- 
maining. The inferior title of Baron Talbot, of 
Hensol, is still enjoyed by the noble family of that 



name. 



PENEGOES, or PENEGWEST, a parish, in 
the union and hundred of Machynlleth, county of 
Montgomery, North Wales, 1^ mile (e.) from 
Machynlleth ; containing 772 inhabitants. This 
parish, said to derive its name from one of the petty 
sovereigns of Wales, named Eg west, who was be- 
headed near the church, is situated in a very moun- 
tainous district in the western part of the county 
and is intersected by the river Dovey, which flows 
within little more than half a mile of the church, 
and by the turnpike-road from Welshpool to Mach- 
ynlleth, which passes through the village. The 
mountains aflford pasturage to numerous flocks of 
sheep, and in the lower grounds the soil is favour- 
able for the growth of corn. The manufacture of 
flannel is carried on, affording employment to a por- 
tion of the inliabitants ; and in the mountains of 
Dylivau and EIsgair-Galed lead-ore is found, of a 
good quality. Of the rateable annual value of the 
parish the return is £2139. The surrounding sce- 
nery, though rather dreary, is of a bold and striking 
character; and the adjacent country, though not 
greatly diversified, is still in some points interesting 
and romantic. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £7. 19. 7. ; present net income, £250 with a glebe- 
house ; patron, Bishop of St. Asaph : the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £250; and there 
is a g\ebe of 18 acres, valuea at £36 per annum. 
The church, dedicated to St. Cadvarch, is an ancient 
edifice, in the early style of English architecture ; a 
considerable portion of the outside is overspread 
with ivy, which in some places has found its way into 
the interior. There are places of worship for Wes- 
levans, Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic 
Methodists; and a school, attended by about 30 
children daily and 50 on Sundays, is partly sup- 
ported by the rector and partly by the parents of 
the children. An unknown benefactor left £40 to 
the poor, which, with a rent^char^e of 15«. for 15 
years by Lewis Rowland, in 1778, ror supplying them 
with bread, have been lost. In a field near the church 
is a spring, the waters of which are esteemed effi- 
cacious in rheumatic complaints : it was formerly 
covered over by a building, part of the walls of 
which still remain : the weU has been formed into a 
bath, about seven yards in length and three in 
breadth, divided in the middle by steps leading 
down into each part; the average depth is about 
four feet D61 Guog, an ancient residence in the 
parish, is said to have been the resort of the cele- 
brated Llywarch H&n, who retired to this place in 
order to soothe with his harp the griefs occasioned 
by the misfortunes with which the Saxon invaders 
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had overwhelmed his country at large, and his family 
in particular. Richard Wilson, the bmdscape painter, 
was born in the parish, in the year 1714, his fether 
being then rector here ; and Mrs. Hughes, sister of 
Mrs. Hemans, and distinguished for her musical skill, 
and for having set to music some of the compositions 
of the poetess, was wife to the late incumbent 

PENGWERN, or PENGWYRN, a township, 
in the parish and union of St. Asaph, hundred of 
Rhuddlan, county of Flint, North Wales: the 
population is included in that returned for the parisL 
The tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£238. 2. 10., payable to the Prebendary of Vaenol, 
with the exception of £1. 1. belonging to the parish- 
clerk of St Asaph. 

PENIARTH, a hamlet, in the parish of Llan- 
EGRiN, hundred of TJllybont, county of Merion- 
eth, North Wales, 5 miles (n.n.e.) from Towyn; 
containing 244 inhabitants. Its name signifies ^* the 
head of the Garth," Garth meaning such a moun- 
tain ridge as forms a bend or cove, and is derived 
from its surface being elevated and rugged, forming 
a part of the Cader Idris chain. It occupies the 
north-eastern portion of the parish, and on the south- 
east is bounded by the river Dysyni, on which is a 
weir, and which up to this point is navigable for 
small craft 

PENLEY, a chapelry, in that part of the parish 
of Ellesmere which is in the hundred of Maelor, 
union of Ellesmere, county of Flint, North 
Wales, 4^ miles (n. by e.) from Ellesmere; con- 
taining 478 inhabitants. It is situated on the road 
from Overton to Hanmer: the remainder of the 
parish is included in the hundred of Pimhill, county 
of Salop. There are several respectable residences 
within the limits of the chapelry. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with the produce of £400, 
and a rent-charge of £80 per annum, both the eift 
of Lord Kenyon ; net income, £143 ; patron. Vicar 
of Ellesmere. The tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £260, of which a sum of £235 is pay- 
able to me impropriator, and £25 to the Vicar of 
Ellesmere. The chapel is dedicated to St Mary. 
A parsoni^e-house has recently been erected, the 
Countess of Bridgewater, in whom the patronage of 
the living of the parish is vested, and Lord Kenyon, 
who is the principal land-owner, having c<mtribated 
£100 each, and the Bounty Board and other sub- 
scribers, various sums towards the expense. There 
is a National day school, supported by his lordship, 
and containing about 200 males and females. 

PENLLfeCH (PEN-LLfeCH), a parish, in the 
union of Pwllheli, hundred of Commitmaen, 
Lleyn division of the county of Carnarvon, North 
Wales, 10 miles (w.) from Pwllheli; containing 
261 inhabitants. This place derives its name, sig- 
nifying ^* the head of the rock," from its situation 
at the extremity of some rocks <m the coast of St 
George's Channel. It is composed of a oompara- 
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tively small portion of arable and pasture land, in* 
closed and in a good state of cultivation ; and the 
inhabitants are principally employed in agricultural 
pursuits, except during the season of the herring- 
fishery, which IS carried on to a considerable extent. 
Of tne great quantity of herrings taken on this 
coast, part is salted and sent coastwise for the supply 
of distant markets. The return of the rateable 
annual value of the parish is £1098. 17. L The 
living is annexed to toe rectory of Llaniestvn ; and 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-cnarge of 
£190. The church, dedicated to St Mary, is not 
distinguished for any architectural details of import- 
ance. Two bene&ctions in money, amounting to 
£12. 10., have been lost to the poor, in consequence 
of having been lent to a farmer who became insd- 
yent some years since. Cevnamwlch, the birthplace 
of ^shop Griffith, is included within the limits of 
the parisn. 

PENLLYNE (PEN-LLtN), a parish, in the 
union of Bridgend and Cowbridob, hundred of 
Ogmoke, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
d miles (n. w. by w.) from Cowbridge ; containing 
320 inhabitants. This place is chiefly cUstinguished 
for its ancient castle, the founder of which and the 
time of its erection are both unknown ; but the con- 
struction of its walls plainly indicate a very early 
origin ; and its situation on the summit of a lofty 
enunence near the village, commanding the sur- 
rounding country, shows it to have been a post of 
some importance. In Leland's time, the castle, with 
its dependencies, was the property of the Turber- 
ville ramily, from whom it jpassed to the Stradlings 
<rf St. Donatt^ and from that iamily, in default of 
heirs male, to the Mansels of Margam, together 
with part of their other estates. The property was 
subsequently devised by the late Lady Vernon, 
daughter of Lord Mansel, to Miss Gwvnnette, who 
erected on part of the site of the castle an el^^t 
modern mansion, in which some remains of the an- 
cient edifice were incorporated : this lady bequeathed 
it to the Earl of Clarendon for life, with reversion 
to Capt. Tyler, R. N. From the eminence on which 
the present mansion is built there is an extensive 
view of the adjacent country, abounding with highly 
picturesque and beautifully diversified scenery, in 
some parts enriched with woods, and in others en- 
livenea with pleasing villages and numerous gentle- 
men's seats. Penllyne Court, formerly the seat of 
Major Dacre, is a handsome house, situated in the 
centre of a thriving plantation, and commanding 
some fine prospects. 

The parish is surrounded by those of Llansannor, 
Colwinstone and Llanblethian, and contains by com- 
putatioR 125d acres, of which 958 are in pasture, 
200 arable, and 100 woodland ; the surface is ele- 
vated and hilly, and in many parts covered with 
wood, the prevailing timber consisting of ash ; and 
the soil is of various qualities, producing good crops 
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of wheat, barley and oats. The viUage is small and 
pleasantly situated ; and the turnpike-road from Car- 
diff to Swansea passes through the parish. The 
living is a discharged vicarage, rated m the king's 
bool^ at £4. 15. 2^., and endowed wiUi £600 royal 
bounty ; patron and impropriator. Earl of Dunraven : 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£161. 19., of which £100 are payable to the impro- 
priator, subject to rates, averaging £15. 16. 3., and 
£61. 19., subject to rates that average £10. 3. L, 
to the vicar, who has likewise a glebe of a quarter 
of an acre, valued at h$. per annum. The cnurch, 
dedicated to St. Brynach, and hence commonly called 
Llanvrynach, is an ancient and venerable structure, 
in the early style of English architecture, situated 
on the soutQ side of the turnpike-road, about a mile 
from the village ; it is 62 feet long by 41 broad« 
Burials and cmristenings, and occasionally divine 
service, are performed here; but the regular service 
is performea ever^ Sunday at a chapel of ease in 
the village, which is more convenient for the parish- 
ioners. A school on the National system has been 
established in connexion with the central society 
in London, from which the parish received a grant 
of £28 towards the erection of a building for the 
purpose ; it is supported by subscription, and con- 
tains from 20 to 30 children daily, and from 15 to 
20. on Sundays. There is also a Sunday school, in 
which about 60 males and females are gratuitously 
instructed by dissenters. The produce of three cha^ 
rides, received down to 1786, has been since lost to 
the poor ; one a bequest of £56 by Charles Price, in 
1703, and the other two, sums of £10 and £7, given 
by unknown donors. The largest sum is said to 
have been expended in purchasing bariey for the 
poor in a time of scarcity ; but interest continued to 
be paid for it out of the parish rates until 1806 ; . the 
other amounts were lent on insufficient securities to 
parties who became insolvent. 

PENMACHNO (PEN-MACHNO), a parish, 
in the union of Llanrwst, hundred of Nantcon- 
WAY, county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 9 miles 
(s.) from Llanrwst; containing 1274 inhabitants. 
This place derives its name from its situation near 
the source of the river Machno, which rises to the 
south-west of it, and, flowing through the mirish in 
a north-easterly direction, falls into the Conway, 
which also has its source in a fine lake within the 
limits of Penmachno, and forms a boundary on the 
east and north, separating the parish from the county 
of Denbigh. Tne surface is mountainous, and the 
district abounds with mineral wealth ; the soil in the 
valleys is fertile, and the lands, which are watered by 
the Machno and other streams descending from the 
hills, are productive, and in a good state of cultiva- 
tion, the rateable annual value being £2375. The 
vicinity is distinguished for some fine mountaiir sce- 
nery, and the views from the higher grounds extend 
over a tract of country abounding with picturesque 
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beauty. Copper, lead, and other minerals are sup- 
posed to be contained in the mountainous parts of 
the parish ; |uid, in 1784, a lease of the minerals 
within the common called Ll^chwedd Oernant was 
granted by the crown to Mrs. Anne Robinson, for 
thirty-one years, at a rent of £1. 6. 8., and fifteen 
shillings per ton for lead-ore, eight shillings per ton 
for ca&mine, and one-tenth part of the copper and 
other minerals. Fairs are held on April 17th, Au- 
gust 18th, and October 20th. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, rated in the 
king's books at £9. 10., and endowed with £200 
private benefaction, £600 royal bounty, and £1400 
parliamentary grant ; present net income, £92 ; pa^ 
tron and impropriator. Sir R. W. Vaughan, Bart 
The church, dedicated to St. Tyddud, is not distin- 
guished by any architectural detdls of importance. 
There is a day school, containing about forty chil- 
dren, which is endowed with £10 per annum by R. 
Lloyd, Esq., as mentioned below; and three Sunday 
schools, connected with dissenters, containing about 
420 persons, who are gratuitously instructed. Richard 
Anwyll, in 1681, bequeathed £200 for the use of the 
poor; Maurice Hughes, in 1723, devised £70 for the 
same purpose; and David Price, in 1728, charged 
his estate with a rent-charge of 20& for their benefit : 
but the principal beneractor of the parish was 
Rodefrick Lloyd, of Middlesex, Esq., who, in 1729, 
left £10 per annum chargeable on the tithes, as a 
salary for a schoolmaster, which sum is at present 
paid to the parish-clerk; and who further devised 
certain lands and tenements in the parish of Llany- 
cil, amounting to 135 acres, and now yielding a rent 
of £60, for the erection and endowment of an alms- 
house for five aged men and the same number of 
women. The aunshouse is situated about a quarter 
of a mile from the church, and is a substantial build- 
ing of ten apartments, with a piece of ground be- 
hind for the general use of the inmates, who receive 
10«. a month each. The same benevolent individual 
likewise devised £100, to be laid out in the purchase 
of land, the rent to be appropriated to supplying a 
certain quantity of bread to the poor every Sunday, 
and meat on Christmas-eve ; ana with this sum, and 
the proceeds of AnwylPs and Hughes' bequests, other 
premises and lands were bought at Llanycil, now 
worth £40 per annum, which is partly distributed in 
bread every Sunday, in flannel and linen occasion- 
tdly, and in small amounts at Christmas and Easter. 
From the same fund another small purchase was 
made of two houses and a few acres of ground ; one 
of the tenements is occupied by a pauper put in by 
the parish, and the rent of the remainder is given to 
the deserving poor. 

PENMAEN (PEN-MAEN), a parish, in the 
union . and hundred of Swansea, county of Gla- 
morgan, South Wales, 9 miles (w.s.w.) from 
Swansea; containing 149 inhabitants. The name 
i)f this place, signifying literally ** the head of the 
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rock," is derived from its^ situation at the extremity 
of a ridge of .rocks forming the eastern side of Oz* 
wich bay, in the Bristol Channel. The parbh com* 
prises but a small tract of land, of which little more 
than half is inclosed and cultivated. The rocks on 
the coast below the church rise with majestic gran- 
deur from the shore, and have a strikiDgiy imposing 
appearance ; one of them, called the lot, after at- 
taining a considerable elevation, terminates nearly 
in a point Another remarkable rock, termed the 
<< Three Cliffs," situated about a quarter of a mile to 
the east of the Great Tor, extends three or four hun- 
dred yards from east to west, and in the centre is 
a large perforation, designated the <<Arch," throagh 
which at low water people occasionally pass on horse- 
back, but .through which at flood-tide the sea rushes 
with great violence. Over the arch the rock is 
divided into three distinct points, similar, to the 
Needles in the Isle of Wight; and altogether this 
work of nature forms an interesting object when 
passing from Penmaen church towards Penrice Castle. 
The smooth and firm sands likewise present an oppor- 
tunity for a most pleasing ride of three miles in front 
of the sea, from tue Great Tor to the village of Ox- 
wich. About six miles to the west of the church is 
the small hamlet of Paviland, belonging to this parish, 
from which place one of its churchwardens and one 
of its overseers are invariably chosen. The living is 
a discharged rectory, rated in the king^s books at 
£4. 10., endowed with £200 private benefaction, and 
£200 royal bounty, and in the patronage of the 
Crown; present net income, £210; with a glebe- 
house. In the hamlet of Paviland is a small meeting- 
house, built by Lady Barham. A school is held in 
a building connected with the chancel of the church, 
and erected by the incumbent for the purpose of in- 
creasing its accommodation; his lady superintends 
the school on Sundays, aided by a person to whom a 
yearly salary is given. 

PENMAEN, a township, in the parish of Llam- 
VAWR, hundred of Penll^n^ county of MerionbtHj 
North Wales : the popubtion is included in the 
return for the parish. 

PENMARK (PEN-MARK), a parish, in the 
union of Ca^idjff, hundred of Dinas-Powys, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 6 miles (s. b.) from 
Cowbridg^ ; containing 486 inhabitants. The name^ 
signifying literally "Mark's Head,'' is supposed to 
have been originally derived from the preservatioii 
of a human skull in the churchyard, which, accord- 
ing to some monkish legend, was said to be that d 
St. Mark, to whom the church is dedicated, and 
which was consequently regarded for many y^ 
with religious veneration. The place was distin- 
guished at an early period by the erection of tiwo 
castles, called respectively Penmark and FomDon, 
both belonging to the followers of Fitz-Hamon, ap^ 
built for the protection of a portion of the territones 
which, upon the conquest of this part of the pnoi^ 
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pality, tbat Doblclman divided among the knin^htt wbo 
attended him in his expedition. Fenmark Castle, 
which was the property of Gilbert HumphreviUe, 
continaed a place of strength till the reign of Henry 
IV., ^hen it was destroyed by Owain Glyndwr, in 
one of his incursions into the borders, and is now in 
ruins. Fonmon Castle originally belonged to Sir 
John St John de Blesto, and continued in hifr family 
till the reign of Charles 1., when, during the inter- 
regnum, it was given by the parliamentarian party 
to Colonel John Jones, an active and zealous sup- 
porter of their interests, whose descendant is the pre- 
sent proprietor; the ancient building has undergone 
various repairs and alterations, and now forms a 
venerable castellated mansion. 

The parish, situated in the south-eastern part of 
the county, and on the Bristol Channel, which bounds 
it on the south, is siurrounded on the other sides by 
those of Llancarvan, Porthkerry, and St. Athan. 
The village occupies the summit of an eminence 
overlooking a romantic dell ; and the entire parbh 
comprises a considerable tract of land, which has been 
inclosed from an early period, and is in a good state 
of cultivation. The surface is generally flat, but in- 
tersected by small wooded vaUeys, among which elm 
and ash are the prevailing timber. Strong loam and 
clay, resting on a lias limestone, which is used for all 
building purposes, are the principal ingredients of 
the soi^ producing wheat and barley, with a large 
proportion of turnips ; and numerous sheep are like- 
wise reared and fed on the pasturage. The rivers 
Thaw and Kenson, the latter falling into the former> 
bound the parish for a part of their extent, and on 
them are two water-mills. The surrounding scenery 
is pleasingly diversified and highly picturesque ; and 
the views over the adjacent country, which is ex- 
tremely fertile and richly cultivated, are ^extensive, 
and embrace many interesting objects, among which 
the castellated mansion of Fonmon Castle is most 
conspicuous. A fair is held on the 15th of ApriL 
The living is a vicarage, rated in the king's books at 
£8. 13. 4. ; patrons. Dean and Chapter of Glouces- 
ter. The tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £558. 0. 3., of which a sum of £347. 5. 
is payable to the Dean and Chapter, with a glebe of 
13 acres, valued at £16 per annum, the whole sub- 
ject to rates, averaging £55. 2. 6. annually; and 
£210. 15. 3., subject to rates that average £28. 7., 
are payable to the vicar, who has likewise a glebe of 
100a. 2r. 26p., valued at £135. 10., and a house. 
The church, dedicated to St Mark, is a substantial 
and well-built edifice, but not distinguished by any 
architectural details of importance ; it is 60 feet long 
by 23 wide, exclusively of the chancel, which is 33 
by 17; and contains 60 pew sittings and 152 free 
seats. The chapels of East Aberthaw and Rhos, 
anciently dependent on the mother church, have 
long since fallen into decay. There are places of 
worahip for Independents and Calvinistic Methodists. 
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A school, attended by about 35 diildren daily, and by 
20 on Sundays, is supported partly by subscriptions 
from the vicar and a few others, and partly by pay- 
ments from the children ; and there is also a Sunday 
school, appertaining to Welsh Methodists, and affor<i- 
ing gratuitous instruction to 20 children and adults* 
Several charitable donations and bequest^ consisting 
of two houses *, two acres of land at Softon, yielding 
a rent of £7 per annum, the gift of William Jones, 
of Blacton, in 1713; and about £B0 in money» prin- 
cipally by unknown donors, have been made for the 
benefit of the poor, the produce of which is on Good 
Friday distributed among them. 

PENMON (PEN-MON), a parish, in the 
union of Bangor and Bbaumaris, hundred of TyNt 
DAETHwy, county of Anglesey, North Wales, 
4 miles (n. e. by n.) from Beaumaris; containing 
228 inhabitants. The name of this place, signifying 
<<the head of Mona,'' is derived from its situation 
in the eastern end of the Isle of Anglesey (andentty 
called Mona), on a promontory boldly prbjecting into 
the Irish Sea, at the northism entrance to the Menai 
strait, and having at its extremity the small island of 
Priestholme. This and the surrounding country were 
desolated bjr the Danes, in 969, and again shortly 
afterwards, in common with the whole of Anglesey. 
The parish is not of very great extent, but comprises 
nearly equal portions of arable and pasture land, in a 
tolerable state of cultivation ; the houses are widely 
scattered. The surrounding scenery is not remark- 
able for features either of rural or picturesque beauty; 
and the views, though comprising some objects of 
romantic character, derive their diief interest from 
the expanse of waters composed of the Irish Sea and 
the Menai strait. The only metallic mineral found 
is pyrites of iron ; but the parish abounds with beauti- 
ful gprey-coloured marble, clouded with an almost 
endless variety of shades, and susceptible of a high 
polish. This marl)le has been long in estimation for 
ornamental purposes, and for the construction of 
mantel-pieceis, tablets, &c., but its excellent qualities 
as a solid and durable material for buildings of 
superior strength and importance has been only re- 
cently brought into notice, by its being selected for 
the construction of the piers aiifd buttresses of the 
grand suspension bridge over the Menai strait. The 
pier and quays of Holyhead, the piers of Abercon- 
way bridge, Fenrhyn Castle, and many other public 
ana private buildings, have also been constructed of 
marble from the quarries here ; and the town-hall of 
Birmingham, for the erection of which upon a magr 
nificent scale the proprietor generously gave a suffi- 
cient quandty of marble, was built with uAb valuable 
material. Ine quarries, which are very extensive, 
have been worked for a considerable period with 
great success, and their favourable situation on the 
shores of the Menai strait on the east, and of the 
Irish Sea on the north and north-east, greatly facili-» 
tates the conveyance of their produce to its destina* 
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tion. A ereat number of men were constantly em* the Red, Earl of Shrewsbury, in 1098» when tbey 

ployed in them, and several vessels, which can come jointly invaded the Isle of Anelese]^, and committed 

m and load at all times of the tide, are regularly en- the most cruel outrages on the inhabitants : the castle, 

gaged in transporting the marble to various parts of which occupies the summit of an artificial mount, 

the kingdom. Part of the parish is included widiin surrounded by a moat, consists of four walls, inclos- 

the limits of the borough of Beaumaris. ing a quadrangular area, with a small circular tower 

The LiviNO is a perpetual curacy, annexed to that at each angle, and was evidently intended to defend 

of Llanvaes, and endowed with ;^00 private bene- the pass or the adjoining valley. Nearer the shore 

fection, £800 royal bounty, and £600 parliamentary is a circular mound of earth, which was connected 

erant The church, dedicated to St Seiriol, and with the castle, and most probably thrown up to com- 

formerly the conventual church of a priory situated mand the landing-place near the mouth of a small 

here, was originally a spacious cruciform structure, rivulet that runs into the strait On the estate of 

in the Norman style of architecture, with a square Trosyr Avon, in the parish, is a copious spring^ the 

tower in the centre, but the nave and choir are water of which holds in solution a sulphate of lime, 

all that remain of the ancient building ; the former and contains a considerable portion of fixed air ; it is 

is in a state of great dilapidation, and the latter, much resorted to, and held in high estimation for its 

which is appropriately fitted up for the perform- efficacy in chronic diseases. 

ance of divine service, is embellished with some of Within the limits of the parish is the small 
the richest details of the most finished period of island of Priestholme, anciently called Ynys Seir* 
the Norman style. There are places of worship for iol, and now commonly Puffin Island, from the 
CalvinisticandWesleyan Methodists, with the former number of those birds by which it is frequented, 
of whom a Sunday school is connected, containing This island, which is situated in the Irish Sea, about 
about 55 males and females, who are gratuitously a mile to the east of the shore, was originally occu- 
taught, a few pence only being collected. The parish pied as a place of devotional retirement; and St 
is entitled to receive every alternate year a sum of Seiriol, to whom the priory church is dedicated, is 
£3. 13. for apprenticing a boy, arising from the said to have built a hermitage here, which afterwards 
charity of William Wynne in the parish of Llangoed, became a cell to that establishment Considerable 
and charged on the lands of Friddodd, in Bethgelart; uncertainty prevails among the old historians with 
and the interest of a benefaction of £17. 10. by respect to this place: Giraldus appears to have 
Richard Owen, at a period unknown, is distributed regarded the island as the site of the priory of Pen- 
in small sums among the poor at Christmas. A gift mon, probably from the brethren being styled ^ Canr 
of £10 by Hugh Davis has been lost. onici de Insuld Glannattch" by which name it was 

The PRIORY, according to some historians, was occasionally designated; and the remains of a 

originally founded in the sixth century, by Maelgwyn square tower, ana the foundations of three odiers, 

Gwynedd, and subsequently enlarged by Grufydd between which there seems not the slightest oon- 

ab Cynan, who appointed nis son Idwal prior, in nexion, have been supposed to be the ruins of tbe 

] 140. Llewelyn ab lorwerth, in 1220, made con« ancient conventual buildings. Perhaps the cell 

siderable additions to its revenue, and placed in it founded here by Seiriol, and resorted to only as a 

monks of the Benedictine order, in whose possession place of more austere seclusion by some of the bre- 

it remained till the dissolution, at which time its re- thren, may have led other historians to confound it 

venue was estimated at £49. 12. 2. The site, with with the principal establishment ; for the nature of 

the park and other appurtenances, was granted, in the islano, consisting entirely of barren rock, of 

the 6th of Elizabeth, to John More, E^q. The prin- which the surface is but thinly covered with loose 

cipal remains of this ancient establishment are, be- sand drifted by the winds, renders it impossible that 

sides the present church, the refectory, and part of any number of men could exist in a state of society 

the prior's house and dovecote, exhibiting massive on so sterile a spot, incapable of producing any vege- 

pillars and semicircular arches, richly ornamented table, and cut off many weeks together from any 

with zig-zag and other mouldings. In the park is a communication with the main lano. The only ap- 

very old stone cross, ten feet high, the shaft of which pearances of building now are the remains of a square 

is curiously sculptured with knots and other orna- tower, serving as a landmark ; the foundadons of 

ments ; and on the south side are the figures of a several similar buildings destroyed by the violence of 

saint, and two other persons, now very much defaced, the northern gales, to which the island is particularly 

Among the Plfts Gw^n manuscripts is preserved the exposed ; anda hut inhabited by a man who attends 

grant of a free pardon to Robert ab Johns, with a a signal staff, erected here in 1826, in connexion 

migment of the seal of the priory, bearing the upper with Llandudno on the east, and Llaneilian on tbe 

part of figures of the Virgin and Child, with the west, and forming a link in the telegraphic com- 

Jegend pekmona + sio. About a mile to the south munication of Liverpool and Holyhead. About 

of the priory are the remains of Casiell Aber Llienawgy half-way between the main land and the island is ^ 

built Dy Hugh Lupus, Ekirl of Chester, and Hugh piece of rock, displaying itself above the surfece at 
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low water, from which, in a southerly direction, 
stretches a causeway, constructed with large frag^ 
inents of rock on each side, and having the intennEd 
filled up with smaller stones and cement It is in a 
▼ery perfect state, and extends for a considerable 
distance into the channel, where its termination is 
marked by a red buoy. It is traditionally said to have 
been a road leading across the channel of the Menai 
strait, which anciently was here very shallow, to the 
main land on the opposite shore, forming a commu- 
nication between this place and the coast of Carnar- 
vonshire, now nine miles distant. By whom or at 
what time this causeway was originally made, is not 
known ; but it may probably have been a work of 
the Romans, to facilitate the landing or* shipping of 
troops or merchandl^, as the remains of a paved 
Roman road may be traced leading through Penmon 
towards Llaniestyn. Near this spot the Rothsay 
Castle steam-vessel, between Liverpool and Bangor, 
was wrecked, in August 1831, when more than a 
hun<lred passengers perished. 

The island is aoout a mile in length, of very 
great elevation, and forming on all. sides abrupt pre- 
cipices, except towards Penmon, where the ascent, 
though not precipitous, is very steep : the sur&ce 
affords only scanty pasturage for a lew sheep and 
fabbits ; but the island is the resort of various sea 
fowl during the breeding season, more particularly 
of puffins or puffin-auks, which congregate here in 
such numbers as to have given name to the island. 
Some of the inhabitants of the parish are engaged in 
the fisheries on the coast; and the large oysters 
found in extensive beds in the sound, which are 
highly esteemed, after being pickled and packed in 
casks, are exported to various aistaf t places as <^ Pen- 
mon oysters." Here is also an abundance of crabs, 
and a great variety of beautiful shells are taken in 
the dredges of the oyster-men between Priestholme 
Island and Beaumaris. The sound or channel be- 
tween the main land and Priestholme, which is of 
great depth, forms the common passage for ships to 
and from the roads of Beaumaris ; and on the eastern 
side of the island is another passage into the same 
roads, which is little more than a quarter of a mile in 
breadth, and navigable only for vessels of very small 
burthen. Maelgwyn Gwynedd, Prince of North 
Wales, the original founder of the ancient priory, is 
said to have been buried in Priestholme. 

PENMORVA (PEN-MORFA), a parish, in 
the union of Festiniog, hundred of Eivionydd, 
county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 1^ mile 
(w. N. w.) from Tr^majloc; containing 1099 inha- 
bitants. The parish is situated in the south-eastern 
part of the county, and the village stands upon a 
gentle eminence beneath craggy mountains of con- 
siderable elevation, and on the turnpike-road from 
Trdmadoc to Carnarvon. The surrounding scenery 
is rather of bold and rugged character than of pleas- 
ing or picturesque appearance ; and the views of the 
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adjacent country, though comprehending some 
romantic features, are neither interesting nor exten- 
sive. The rateable annual value has been returned 
at £2387. 1& 6. Clenenn]^, the iamily seat of the 
Owens, is an ancient mansion, distinguished as the 
birth-place and residence of that independent royalist 
Sir John Owen, Bart, who commanded the kingr^s 
forces in this part of the principality during the civil 
war in the reign of Charles I. He was defeated 
and taken prisoner near Bangor, in 1648, in the last 
effort whicn was made by the Welsh in that monarch's 
cause, and was conveyed to Windsor, where, being 
tried, he was, with the Duke of Hamilton and others, 
condemned to death ; but, through the intercession 
of some of the parliamentary commanders, he re- 
ceived a pardon, and returned to his patrimonial 
estate, where he died in 1666. Considerable deposites 
of copper-ore have been found in the parish, and 
several spirited attempts have been made, and large 
sums of money expended, in working them ; but the 
ore, when found, was so mixed with iron, that the 
difficulty and expense of separating it, and the de- 
pression in the price of the metal, mduced the pro- 
J>rietor8 to discontinue their works, and the mines are 
or the present abandoned. Fairs are held in the vil- 
lage on March 6th, Mav 14th, August 20th, Sep- 
tember 25th, and November 12th. 

The living is a dischai^ed rectory, with the per- 

tetual curacy of Dolbenmaen annexed, rated in the 
lug's books at £9. 12. 6.; present net income, 
£300 with a jglebe-honse ; patron, Bishop of Ban- 
gor. The tithes of Penmorva have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £200 ; and there is a glebe of 
4 acres, which, with a house, is valued at £27 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St. Beuno, is a 
small neat edifice, not distinguished by any architec- 
tural details ; it contains a monument to the memory 
of Sir John Owen. There are places of worship for 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists; and four 
Sunday schools, gratuitously conducted by dissenters 
of different denominations, afford instruction to about 
360 males and females. Mrs. Jane Owen bequeathed 
£60, Eleanor Owen, a rentrcharge of £3, and Anne 
Lloyd, in 1783, £30 in money, to the poor; and 
there are also some smaller benefactions in money 
and land: the produce of the whole, amounting to 
£10. 10., is annually distributed according to, the 
will of the testators. On Bwlch Craigwen are the 
remains of an extensive Druidical circle, consisting 
of forty-one upright stones, several of which are 
more than seven feet high ; and near the churdi is a 
smaller circle, some of the stones composing which 
have been broken and used as materials in construct- 
ing or repairing the neighbouring fences. In 1829, 
a curious sUver coin was dug up, in opening a grave 
in the churchyard ; it was in good preservation, with 
the inscription, in rude ancient characters round the 
obverse, radvlvs dei gra. dvx bvrg,, and is sup- 
posed to be a c<nn of Rodolphus, Duke of Burgundy, 
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who flourished at the c<Hninenceinent of the ninth 
century, and was a celebrated collector of sacred 
reliques. Sir Hywel y Vwyall is supposed to have 
been born in the parisn, the greater portion of which 
beloDired to him. 

PENMYNEDD (PEN-MYNYDD), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Bangor and Beaumaris, hun- 
dred of Tyndaethwy, county of An-glksey, North 
Wales, 2 miles (e.) from Llanc^evni, and 6 (w.) from 
Beaumaris; containing 611 inhabitants. The name 
of this place, signifying literally ^* the summit of the 
mountain," is derived from the situation of its church 
on a lofty emiuence. The lordship originally be- 
longed to the ancestors of Owain ao Meredydd ab 
Tudyr, husband of Catherine of France, Queen 
dowager of Henry V., and grandfather of Henry VII., 
who was bom here in 1385. The mansion of that 
family, called Plas Penmynydd, preserves many ves* 
tiges of its former owners, and some remains of its 
ancient grandeur; the great mantel-piece of the hall, 
some coats of arms, with dates of different parts of 
the building, and of successive repairs, are still in 
existence. The last male descendant of this house, 
from which sprang the Tudor line of English sove- 
reigns, was Kichard, sheriff of the county in 1657, 
on whose death the lordship or manor passed to 
Margaret, the sole heiress, wno conveyed it by mar- 
riage to Coningsby Williams, E^., of Glan-y-Gors, 
in this county, who held it during his life ; it was 
afterwards sold to Lord Bulkeley, whose representa- 
tive still continues in possession of it. 

The parish, which is surrounded by those of 
Llansadwrn, Pentraeth, Llanfinnan, Llanvihangel- 
Ysceiviog, Llanddaniel, Llanvair-PwUgwyngyll, and 
Llandysillio, is situated on the old Holyhead road, 
and comprises an extensive tract of land the whole, 
with the exception only of a very small portion, 
inclosed and cultivated. By admeasurement it con- 
tains 3000 acres, of which 2900 are arable and pas- 
ture, and about 1000 meadow and bog; the surface 
is elevated, with some eminences that command ex* 
tensive views of mountain scenery ; in other parts it 
is undulated. There are two small rivers, the Braint 
and the Ceint, the former discharging itself into the 
Menai strait, and the latter dividing the parish from 
that of Llanfinnan. There was a fair on Easter 
Monday, principally for hiring servants, but it has 
been discontinued for many years* This plaoe con- 
stitutes a prebend in the Cathedral Church of Bangor, 
valued in the king's books at £8. 5. 7^., and in the 
gift of the Bishop. The livinff is a perpetual curacy, 
endowed with £450 royal bounty ; net income, £8^, 
with a glebe-house; patron and appropriator, the 
Preben<£iry. The churchy dedicated to Credivael> a 
saint who nourished about the close of the fifth cen- 
tury, and first presided over the college of 77y Gw^ 
is a very ancient structure, thought to have been 
built in the year 900 : it is 63 feet long by 24 
broad, and contains a superb altar-tomb of white 
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alabaster^ without wmm or inscription, removed hither 
on the dinolotion of the abbey of Llanvaes, an4 
supposed to have been erected to the menery of 
some of the Tudor family ; it supports the eflBgies «f 
two recumbent figures, one a warrior in complete 
armour, with a helmet of conical form, and the other 
a female in flowing robes and a saoare hood; the 
heads are supported by angeb^ and tne feet rest upoa 
Uons. There are places of worship for Baptists, In- 
dependents, and Calvinistic Methodists. 

A day school, appertaining to dissenters, is at* 
tended by about 30 children, who are paid for by 
their parents; and there are three Sunday school^ 
also connected with dissent'^rs, in which 250 males 
and females are gratuitously taught Ten abmthau$et 
which had been previously founded here under the 
will of Lewis Refers, 'in 1617, were further endowed 
in 1623, by Lewis Owen, Esq., of Twidcenham, in 
the county of Middlesex, with some tithes in E^vnfB- 
Rhos, which have long been held by the family of 
Mostyn, and are now possessed by the Hon. Edward 
Mostyn Lloyd Mostyn, whose agent pays £60 
annually for the support of the 10 almspet^le, who 
are selected from poor old men of this parish and 
Llanvihanrel-Ysceiviog, Pentraeth and Llanfinnani 
The almshouses consist of ten rooms on a ground* 
floor, all under one roof, and each has a stnallgardeil 
well cultivated; they are repaired by public sub- 
scription. The churchwardens of the respectire 
places on every vacancy select a candidate for the 
approval of the trustees, who b subsequently ao- 
pointed by the Bishop. The parish of Penmynedd 
IS also entitled to send a poor man to the almshouse 
at Bangor, under the will of Bishop Rowlands. A 
sum of £6 per annum is received from the Rev. 
Robert Wynne's charity at Llantrisaint; a part to 
buy bread for 12 women on every alternate Sundayt 
and the residue, together with a rent^hanfe of 
6s. 8d. charged upon the tenement of March i ny^ 
to be distriouted among the poor generally. Two 
other sums of £22. 10. and £19.' 10. were given by 
unknown donors for the use of the poor, but of the 
disposal of the first no account can be given, and with 
the last, two cottages were erected or purcbasedy^ ui 
which 3 widows reside rent-free, put in oy the parish. 
PENNAL, a parish, comprising the Upper and 
Lower divisions, m the union of Machtnllbth, 
hundred of Estimamer, county of Merion£TU9 
North Wales, 4 miles (w.) from Machynlleth, ^d 
J 4 (e. N, £.) from Aberystwith; containing 678 in- 
habitants, of whom 264 are in the Upper, and 414 
in the Lower, division. This parish, which is situ* 
ated on the rivers Dovey and Dulas, tad is in* . 
tersected by Ae tumpike-*road from Maehynlleth te 
Aberdovey and Towyn, comprises a tract of biUy 
and rodcy gpround, extending m a curve for about 7i 
miles in length (5 of which are along the banks (n 
the Dulas), and 3^ in breadth. The soil is thin and 
poor, but m some of the lower grounds, not allege 
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tkerimprodaciive; the deolirities of the hiUs afford 
only a «oanty pasturage for sheep and voung^ cattle; 
peaty which forms the principal fuel of the inhabit- 
ants, is fonnd in various parts. The village is small, 
and presents rather> a picturesque appearanoe ; the 
petty-sessions for the nundred are held here every 
alternate, month. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
endowed with £200 royal bounty,, and £1400 par- 
liamentary grant, the last sum now invested in 
£1584, three per cent, reduced Bank annuities; net 
income, £75 ;. patron and impropriator, Bishop of 
Lichfield, whose tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of .£*225. The church, dedicated to St. 
Peter, was rebuilt about sixty years ago, with the 
materials of an ancient Roman tortress, called Cevn 
Caer; but, as the edifice is entirely covered with 
stuoco, the old Roman bricks are not discernible : it 
is situated near the western extremity of the parish, 
and is attended by many jGunilies from the contigu- 
ous one df Towyn. There are places of worship for 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. 

A day school affords instruction to about 40 chil- 
dren, at the expense of their parents; and three Sun- 
day schools, containing fcom 120 to 15Q males and 
foBMiles, are supported by dissenters. In 1774, MarT 
garet Carr beaueathed £20, the interest of which is 
annually distributed amon^ the poor. Of the Roman 
fortress of Cevn Cmer nothing but the site is remain- 
ing. Several coins of Domitian,, Augustus, and Ti- 
berius, have been dug up in the spot ; and in a tur- 
bary at no great distance from it was found a spear 
head, evidently of Roman construction. From this 
situation is obtained a fine \4ew of the river Dovey 
to its mouth, and of Cardigan bay, with the Cardi- 
ganshire coast, and the parts adjacent At Esgair- 
IJ^eriD, in d>e pari8h,^e pr^ryed the bed and 
furniture for the reception of Charles L, when on 
his way .through the. country to Chester, which was 
removed to this plaoe from an ancient mansion still 
xemaining in the parish of Machynlleth. In the 
grounds of Pant-y-Lludw is a remarkably fine yew- 
tree of amazing growth ; the trunk being thirty-two 
£3et in girth, at the height of six inches from the 
ground, and forty-eight feet in height; and the 
hrgest branch nine feet in girth, and forty-four in 
length. 

PENNANT, or PENNANT MELANGELL, 
a parish, in the union and upper division of the 
hundred of Llanvylun, county of MoNTaoMERV, 
.North Wales, 10 miles (n. w. by w,) from Llanr 
vyllin ; containing 795 inhabitants.. This village de- 
nves its name, signifying ^^ the head of the brook*!' 
from its situation near the jsouroe of the river Tanait, 
which rises in the parish, and fiiils into the Vyrnwy 
near Llanymyjaeen, on the confines of Shropshire^ 
The adjunct to the name, by which it is distiur 
fished from other localities of the same appellation, 
.IS derived from. Su Monacella, by the Welsh called 
31elangell, the daughter of an Irish monarch} wIuh 
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having devoid herself to a life of celibacy, retired 
from her father's dominions to this place, where she 
spent her time in seclusion. St. Monacella had 
passed fifteen years in devotional retirement here, in 
a small cell among the rocks near the present church, 
when Brochwel Yscythrog, Prince of Powys, gave 
her some lands, to which ue added the privilege of 
sanctuary to all who .fled thither for protection, 
lorwerth Drwyndwn, or '< Edward with the broken 
nose,", eldest son of Owain Gwynedd, Prince of 
North Wales, being deprived of his succession on 
account of that natural deformity, fled to this place 
for shelter, when his younger brother Davyda as- 
cended the throne,, and was, not long afterwards, 
killed at Bwlchcroes lorwerth, at no (rreat distance 
from the spot 

The parish is remarkable for the irregularity of 
its boundaries ; some portions of it being separated 
from others .by the intervention of the parishes of 
Llangynog, Llanrhaiadr, and Hirnant. It comprises 
some riph arable, and pasture land, inclosed and 
in a high state of cultivation ; and the rateable an- 
nual v^ue is returned at £3001. The surrounding 
scenery is finely diversified, and in many parts highly 
picturesque ; and the views over the adjacent coun- 
try abound with objects of interest and features of 
romanitic beauty* The village, consisting only of 
the church , and four or five houses, is beautifully 
situated in a valley, inclosed on all sides by hill% 
except at the entrance, and watered by the small 
liver Tanat. Half a mile below the church the vale 
divides into two branches, the extremities of which 
are bounded by two lofty precipices, separated from 
each other by the vast and rugged promontory called 
Moel Dimmor, which stretches into the vale ; down' 
each of the precipices, at certain times, rushes an 
impetuous torrent, descending from a considerable 
height,. and forming an imposing and picturesque 
cascade. 

The living consists of a rectory and a vicarage : 
the rectory, which is a sinecure, is rated in the 
king's books at £11. 16. 10^., and annexed to the 
bishopric of St. Asaph; and the vicarage, which is 
discharged, is rated at £5. 16.5^., and endowed with 
£200 rqyal bounty, and £200 parliamentary grant. 
The tithes of the parish have been commuteafor a 
rent-charge of £405, of which a sum of £298 js 
payable to the bishop, who has also a glebe of 10 
acres, valued at £15 per annum, £100 to the vicar, 
and £7 to the parish-clerk ; and the tithes of one- 
half of the township. of Bryn, in Llanyblodwell, near 
Oswestry, belong, three-fourths to the rector, and 
ono-fourth to the vicar, of Pennant. The vicarage 
is in the gift of the bishop, and the net income pay- 
able to the incumbent amounts in the whole to about 
£200 per annum, of which £75 a year were lately 
assigned as an augmentation by the bishop. The 
church is an ancient structure, dedicated to St Mo* 
nacella, whose history is sculptured on the front of 
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the gallery^ and of whom several reliques are still 
preserved : her tomb was in a small chapel or oratory 
adjoining the church, now used as a vestry-room ; 
but her remmns have been removed and deposited in 
the churchyard, under a stone on which is a recum- 
bent figure of die saint, sculptured in freestone with 
the arms crossed. There is also a stone, with the 
figure of an armed man, which once covered the 
grave of lorwerth Drwyndwn ; on his shield, bearing 
a lion rampant, is inscribed the legend <* Hie jacet 
EtwarL^' There are places of worship for Independ- 
ents and Wesleyans« In the parish is a day school, 
containing from twenty to thirty youns children, 
instructed at their parents' expense; and there are 
four Sunday schools, gratuitously conducted. The 
produce of some trifling charitable donations and be- 
quests, amounting altogether to £6. 10. 6. per 
annum, is divided among the poor of the lower 
division on Easter Monday and St Thomas's*<lay, in 
sums varying from 6^. to 2«., the largest benefaction 
being a bequest of £30, by Ellis Jones, of Peniarth 
Issa, in 1802. On the mountain between Llanwddyn 
and this parish, is a circular inclosure surrounded by 
a wall, called *^ H^n Eglwys,'' supposed to be a 
Druidical relic, or probably the remains of an an- 
cient cemetery ; and near r Ifis Du, in the lower divi- 
sion of the parish, are some vestiges of a British 
encampment On the mountain between Bala and 
this place was found, some time since, a large bone 
named the Giant's Rib, perhaps the bone of some 
fish, and now kept in the church. In the left branch 
of the valley in which the village is situated is a 
large stone, under which were found, a few years ago, 
several coins, rings, and other relics of antiquity. It 
is said that a Roman road passed near the place, to- 
wards Aberystwith; and m many of the narrow 
passes between the hills that confine the vale are 
vestiges of intrenchments, apparently thrown up for 
defence 

PENNARTH, or PENNARD (PEN- 
ARTH), a parish, in the union and hundred of 
Swansea, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
7^ miles (w. s. w.) from Swansea; containing 87*2 
inhabitants. The name of this parish, signifying 
*^ the bear's head," is supposed to be derived from 
the peculiar form which this part of the coast as- 
sumes in its projection into the Bristol Channel* 
Pennarth is thought to have been once of more 
importance and of much greater extent than at pre- 
sent ; and the remains of a castle, which appears to 
have been a structure of some magnificence, the 
ruins of the ancient church, and the foundations of 
numerous buildings, now covered with sands, afford 
striking evidences in support of this opinion. By 
whom or at what time the castle was originally 
erected has not been satisfactorily ascertained: its 
foundation has by some writers been ascribed to the 
Earl of Warwick, who brought this territory under 
his dominion in the reign of Henry L; and by others 
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its erection is attributed to an earlier period. A 
town is supposed to have existed where the sands 
now are : to the south of them is a small village, 
which still retains the name of South^te, and to 
the north is a form preserving the origmal name of 
Norton, or North-town. 

The parish is situated in tlie south-western part of 
the county, and is separated from that of Penmaen 
by a small rivulet called Pennarth Pill ; the coast b 
lined with rocks that extend from this place to Pwll 
Du Point, forming the eastern side of Oxwich bay. 
The lands, with the exception of a very large portion 
which has been covered with sand and rendered in- 
capable of tillage, are inclosed and cultivated. The 
surrounding scenery is of rugged and dreary charac- 
ter ; and the views, though combining some romantic 
features, derive their principal interest from the con- 
tiguity of the Bristol Channel. Kilvrough House, a 
seat here, is a handsome mansion, the grounds around 
which have undergone considerable iropfovemeut, 
and are laid out with great taste and judgment, form- 
ing^ an interesting feature in the scenery of the place. 
Mr. Penrice has Duilt a respectable and commodious 
house of entertainment, called the Gower Inn, for 
the accommodation of tourists, or persons on busi- 
ness, who, previously to its erection, were deterred 
from visiting this place, or the neighbourine; country. 
The parish abounds with limestone of excellent qua- 
lity, and extensive quarries have been opened, much 
of the produce of which is shipped to the counties of 
Cornwall and Devon. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £8. 16 8., and endowed with £600 
royal bounty; present net income, £7d; patrons 
and impropriators. Warden and Fellows of All Souls' 
College, Oxford. The present church, dedicated to 
St Mary, and erected about two centuries since, 
occupies a situation on the summit of a hiU, about 
half a mile from that of the more ancient structure. 
There is a place of worship for Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodists, erected by the late Lady Barbara. A 
day school, containing from thirty to fifty children, 
is supported principally by Mr. renrice, who built 
the school-house, and a cottage for the mistress, whom 
he allows nearly half an acre of land for a garden, in 
addition to which she receives donations from some 
of the more wealthy farmers ; books are partly sup- 
plied by Mr. Pennce, but chiefly by the parents of 
the children. Sarah Bennett, in 1785, left £15, for 
the benefit of widows not receiving parochial relief; 
but though stated in 1786 to be m the hands of a 
Gabriel rowell, no trace can now be discovered how 
the sum was disposed of. The remains of the an- 
cient castle occupy a site a few hundred yards above 
the mouth of the Pennarth Pill, and consist princi- 
pally of the gateway entrance, which is nearly per- 
fect, and in a good style of architecture; they are 
surrounded with sand hills of considerable elevation, 
and present a very singular iqppearance. In the 
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limestone rocks along the southern boundary of the 

Crish are two remarkable caverns, in which have 
en found bones of animals of various kinds; one, 
called Bacon's Hole, is inaccessible from the sea at 
any state of the tide, and is entered only by a steep 
narrow path from the summit of the cliff. 

PENPONT (PEN-PONT), a hamlet, in the 
parish of Llanspythid, hundred of Devtnock, 
union and county of Brecknock, 5 miles (w. bvN.) 
from Brecknock ; containing 133 inhabitants. This 
place, though containing what is called Capel Bettws, 
IS more eeneraliy known under the name of Pen- 
pont, ana is pleasantly situated on the river Usk, 
near the influx of the Camlais, and on the road from 
London, through Brecknock, to Milford. The sur- 
rounding scenery is richly diversified and highly 
picturesque, and the views from the higher grounds, 
though partially obstructed by the intervention of 
luxuriantly wooded hills, embrace many objects of 
pleasing character, and features of romantic beauty. 
Penpont isa handsome and substantially built mansion, 
recently modernized, and beautifully situated in exten- 
sive park-like grounds, comprehending a variety of 
finely varied scenery ; the grounds, which are taste- 
fully laid out, are enlivened by the windings of the 
river Usk, on the bank of which a beautiful walk has 
been constructed, leading through them to Abercam- 
lais ; the margin of the river is finely shaded by lofty 
oaks throughout die whole of this walk, and its waters, 
rolling over their rocky bed beneath, give to the 
whole a highly picturesque appearance. The grounds 
are almost surrounded by nills richly clothed with 
wood to their very summits; and within them the 
chapel of Penpont, otherwise called Capel Bettws, 
with its fine ample cemetery, forms a strikingly in- 
teresting object. In the house is preserved a por* 
trait of Anne Boleyn, second wife of Henry VIII., 
and mother of Queen Elizabeth, from whose family, 
of French origin, that of Williams, owners of Pen- 

Eont, is descended. Abercamlais, the seat of a 
ranch of the same family, is also a good mansion of 
more ancient appearance, situated in grounds which, 
though pleasingly disposed, are not distinguished 
by any strikingly picturesque scenery. Aberbrfin, 
formerly the seat of another branch, has been con- 
verted into a ferm-house. All these houses are 
situated on the south bank of the U^, within a mile 
of each other ; and there is a bridge over the river 
nearly adjacent to each. The rateable annual value 
of the hamlet has been returned at £1193. The 
living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £1000 
royal bounty, and in the patronage of the parishioners 
residing within the township; net income, £80: 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£110, of which £55 are payable to the archdeacon 
of Brecon, £36. 13. 4. to the impropriator, and 
£18. 6. 8. to the vicar of Llanspythid. The chapel 
is a very small neat edifice, with a cupola at the 
west end, pleasantly situated in the grounds of 
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Penpont, close to the turnpike-road, in an extensive 
cemetery, inclosed within a ring fence, and sur- 
rounded with some venerable yews of luxuriant 
growth, intermixed with other trees; being much 
dilapidated, it was rebuilt about half a century since, 
and its general appearance greatly improved, at the 
sole expense of the late Mr. Philip Williams ; here 
is the place of interment for the family of Williams. 
Forty twopenny loaves of bread, arising from the 
bequest of Mrs. Catherine Games, in 1721, are dis- 
tributed every fourth Sunday, among the poorest 
inhabitants. On a hill called the Gaer are some 
remains of an ancient British encampment. 

PENRH6S (PEN-RHOS), a parish, in the 
union of Pwllheli, hundred of Gaflogion, Lleyn 
division of the county of Carnarvon, North 
Wales, 2 miles (w. s. w.) from Pwllheli ; contain- 
ing 106 inhabitants. This parish, which is situated 
on the western shore of Cardigan bay, is of moderate 
extent, comprising only a small portion of arable 
and pasture, with some common ; in many parts the 
soil is poor and sandy, and a considerable portion of 
die land will scarcely repay the labour and expense 
of cultivation. The rateable annual value is returned 
at £348. 7. The living is a perpetual curacy, an- 
nexed to the vicarage of Abereirch : the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £62. 10., of 
which £55 are payable to the impropriator, and 
£7. 10. to the incumbent The church, dedicated to 
St. Cynwyl, is a handsome and neat building, erect- 
ed on the site of the old edifice, in 1842. There is a 
Sunday school, in which about fifty males and females 
are gratuitously taught by Calvinistic Methodists. 

PENRH6S-LLIGWY, a parish, in the hun- 
dred of Twrcelyn, union and county of Anglesey, 
North Wales, 5 miles (e. n. e.) from Llanerchy- 
medd; containing 524 persons. This parish, situ- 
ated near the shore of toe Irish Sea, is of very con- 
siderable extent, and is principallv distinguished for 
the fine quarries of Mona marble with which it 
abounds, and in the procuring of which several of 
its inhabitants find constant employment A small 
creek running up from Dulas bay aflfords every 
facility for conveying the produce to die shipping- 
place there, from which great quantities are sent to 
London and Liverpool. At a short distance from 
the mouth of the bay, which forms a very commo* 
dious harbour, is a little island called Ynys Gadarn, 
a lofty rock of marble, on which is placed a beacon, 
lately enlarged by Colonel Hughes, of Ll^sdulas, to 
direct mariners in their navigation of these dangerous 
coasts, and to point out an object that has often 
proved fatal to those unacquainted with this part of 
the shore. A part of the population is also engaged 
in carding and spinning wool, of which a small manu- 
factory is carried on in the parish. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with £200 private bene- 
faction, £800 royal bounty, and £500 parliamentary 
grant; net income, £75; patron and impropriator, 
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Lord Boston. The charch, dedicated to St Michael, 
is a neat modern structure ; in the churchyard are 
two ancient sepulchral stones, with inscriptions in 
very rude and antique characters, of which one is 
noticed by the author of the ^' Mona Antiqua Restaur 
rata^^ as covering the grave of Mechell, or Macutus, 
grandson of one of the lords of Gloucester, Bishop 
of St Maloes, and founder of the church of Llan- 
vechell, in this county, who was massacred at Stone- 
henge. There is a day school, in which about 20 
males and females are instructed at their parents' 
expense ; also a Sunday school in the church, where 
from 100 to 120 males and females are gratuitously 
taught to read the Welsh language. Owen Lloyd, 
Esq., merchant, of London, m 1665, bequeathed a 
farm in the parochial chapelry of Iscoed, near Wrex- 
ham, consisting of about sixty-one acres, directing 
the income to be applied to the apprenticing of poor 
boys of this parish to some trade or calling in Lon* 
don ; the same gentleman left also £400 to be laid 
out in the purchase of land for the endowment of 
two exhibitions in the University of Oxford, for one 
boy a native of this place, and one a native of any 
part of the Isle of Anglesey. The rental of the 
farm is now £70 per annum, which is applied to the 
apprenticing of tnree boys with premiums of £10 
each; the exhibitioners, who receive £20. 16. per 
annum, are appointed by Mr. Meyrick, of B6dor- 
gan. There are also some small charitable donations 
and bequests for distribution among the poor, the 
principal of which is a rent*charge of £d, payable 
out of a farm called Prys-dolphin, the property of 
Lord Boston. Of other bene&ctions, amounting to 
£8, the greater portion was stolen out of the parish 
chest about twenty-five years since, and the residue 
was expended towards erecting a cottage on the com- 
mon, now occupied by a family rent-free. 

Lligwy, in the parish, the ancient seat of the 
family of Llwyd, and now the property of Lord 
Boston, has been a venerable mansion celebrated for 
the extensive woods surrounding it, of which at pre- 
sent there are but very small remains, the woodlands 
being now covered only with small brushwood and 
brambles, and the mansion almost in ruins. On the 
same estate are some vestiges of an ancient chapel, 
situated on an eminence overlooking the bay of 
Ll^ulas; the architecture, which is of the very 
rudest kind, bears testimony to its g^eat antiquity ; 
it is said to have been a private chapel belonging to 
the mansion, or a chapel of ease to Llaneugrad and 
Llanallgo. On digging out a fox that had taken 
shelter in the ruins of the building, a large square 
vault was discovered, containing several human skele* 
tons, which, on exposure to the air, crumbled into 
dust ; and, on searching further into the interior, the 
ground that it inclosed was found to consist of a 
uirge mass of human bones, several feet in depth, 
and protected only by a covering of plaster, which 
formed the floor of the chapeL About a quarter of 
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a mile to the south of these ruins is a very lar^e 
cromlech, said to be the largest in the island; tie 
table-stcme is nearly eighteen feet in length and six- 
teen feet in breadth, and is supported on five low 
upright stones, having one end resting upon a rock; 
the relic is called by the country people Arthur's 
Quoit Lewis Morns, an eminent antiquary, poet, 
and man of science, was bom in the parish, in 1702: 
he was employed by the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty to make a survey of the coast of 
Wales, which was completed and printed in 1748; 
and he also left a work which he called the ^ Celtic 
Remains," still unpublished, with an immense num- 
ber of manuscripts, of which eighty volumes are 
deposited in the library of the Welsh charity school 
in Gray's Inn Lane, London. Richard, his orother, 
distin^shed himself as a Welsh critic and poet of 
considerable talent; he spent the greatest part of 
his life as first clerk in the Navy Office, during 
which time he superintended the printing of two 
valuable editions of the Welsh Bible. 

PENRICE, or PEN-RHtS, a pirish, in the 
union and hundred of Swansea, county of Glamor- 
gan, South Wales, 13 miles (w. s. w.) from 
Swansea; containing 381 inhabitants. This place 
is thought to have derived its name, signifying) 
<^ the head of Rh^s," from the circumstance of Rhys 
ab Caradoc ab lestyn having been defeated and slain 
here, in defending his territories from the aggression 
of a party of Norman invaders. According to other 
authorities, the place is said to have obtained its 
name from the ^mily of Penrice, who accompanied 
William the Conqueror into England, and after- 
wards effected a settlement in Gower, in the reign 
of Edward I. The ancient castle, of which there 
are still some remains, is supposed to have been 
originally one of the fortresses raised by the Earl of 
Warwick, for the defence of the territory of Gower, 
which he had subjected to his authority, and to have 
been conveyed, together with the lordship, by mar- 
riage with Isabel, daughter and heiress of Sir John 
Penrice, to Sir Hugh Mansel, in the time of Heniy 
V. The property remained in the possession of this 
family till the year 1750, when, in default of heirs 
male, it passed to the second son of Mary, youngest 
daughter of Sir Thomas, afterwards Lord Mansel, 
who had been married to John Ivery Talbot, Esq.? 
of Laycock Abbey, in the county of Wilts. 

The parish is situated on tlie western shore of 
Ozwich bay, in the Bristol Channel, and comprises 
a moderate portion of arable and pasture land, the 
latter of which has been for the greater part re- 
covered from the sea. The village is neatly built, 
and of prepossessing appearance; the surrounding 
scenery is pleasingly diversified, and enriched with 
wood ; and the views over the bay and the adjacent 
country are not destitute of interest. Near the 
remains of the ancient castle stands the modern 
villa called Penrice Castle, a handsome edifice, 
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erected by the late Mr. TaN>o^ witb stone brought 
from the qoanriet of M«^»in; the grounds, which 
are laid out with great taste, and ornamented with a 
lai^ artificial sheet of water, well stored widi 
fish, comprehend a variety of pleasing scenery. At 
the distance of about half a mile from the kouae is 
Oxwidi marsh, an extensive tract, partly in the 
parish of Penrice, and partly in tnose of Or- 
wich and Nicholaston adjoining: it was formerly 
overflowed by the sea at hiffa water, but was re- 
claimed by means of an embankment constructed 
at the expense and onder the superintendence of 
Mn Talbot; it was dso drained by a braed ditch 
cut on the north side, which empties itself by flood- 
gates into a rivulet or pill communicating with the 
sea. This land, which is more than two hundred 
acres in extent, afibrda excellent pasturage fbr cattle 
and horses, but the sheep that feed in it are now in> 
variably subject to the rot, firon which they were 
always free previously to the exdusioo of me sea* 
water. A market was formerly held, and there ans 
remains of the old market-place in the present vil- 
lage ; fairs still occur on May 17th, June 20th, July 
17th, and September 17th. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal boainv; net income, £58; patron ami 
impropriator, the £!arl of Jersey. The church, dedi-' 
cated to St. Andrew, and situated on the smnmit of 
a hill, is an ancient structure with a lofty tower, which 
being partly mantled with ivy, is both a conspicuoua 
and picturesque obiect, as viewed from the sea, and 
from the grounds or Penrice Castle. There is a place 
of worship for Wesleyan Methodists at Horton. Two 
Sunday schools, in which are about 55 males and 
females, who attend the EstaUislied Church, are 
maintained by ladies; and a Sunday school apper- 
taiaing to Wesleyans, and containing 75 males and 
females, is supported by an annual eollection. Sarah 
Bennel, in 1785, bequeathed £15 to the poor; but 
though it is stated in 1786 that this sum was then 
vested in the representatives of Thomas Hancome, 
no interest has been received for many years. The 
remains of Penrice Castle occupy the summtt of a 
high rock commanding Oxwich bay, and from ita 
rums it a|>pears to have been of great strength and 
magnificence. Near the village are vestiges of an 
intrenehment ; and at a short distance is an old 
boose, called the Sanctuary, which is said to have 
belonged to the manor of Millwood, or St. John's, 
the property of the knighta of St. John of Jerusalem. 
Several Saxon coins have recently been found. 

PENRIETH (PEN-RHtDD>, a parish, in the- 
UMfoa of Nkwcastle-Emltk, hundred of KIlgcr- 
RAN, county of PEfifBROKE, Souiii Wales, 7 milea 
(s. 8. E.) from Cardigan; containing, with the cfaa- 
pelry of Castellan, 890 ifthabitairts. This parish is 
situated in a mountainous district ifi the north-eastern 
part of the county, and comprises a moderate portion 
of arable and pasture bind, which, though light anil 
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poor, IS inclosed and cultivated, and a considerable 
tract of unindosed ukhmt, not susceptible of profit- 
able culture : the rateable annual value is £597. The 
lofty mountain called Vrenni-Vawr, which, with only 
one exception, is the highest in the county, is com* 
prehendcn within the limits of the jparish. The sur-^ 
rounding scenery is bold and striking, but contains 
few features either of pleasing or picturesque beauty. 
The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king^s 
books at £4, endowed with £400 royal bounty, and 
in the patronage of the Crown ; present net income, 
£100 : the titles have been commuted for a rent* 
charge of £107, of which £71 are payable to the 
rector, and £86 to the impropriator of Castellan, the 
latter portion sub^t to rates, averaging £8 per an* 
num. The church, dedicated to St Cristiolin, is 
not remarkable for any architectural peculiarities^ 
Within the parish is a chapel called Castellan, now 
in ruins^ on account of whicm the incumbent receives 
one guinea per Minom from die impropriator, Sir 
IL B. P. Phillips, of Pictofi Castle, Bart There is 
a day school, in which 85 children are instructed at 
their parents' expense ; also a Sunday School, where 
about 180 males and females are gratuitously taught 
by Particular Baptists. 

PENSTRYWED (PEN-Y-STROWED), a 
parish, in the union of Newtown and Llanidloes, 
tower divirion of the hundred of Llanidloeo, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 8 miles (w.) from 
Newtown ; containing 188 inhabitants. This place, 
situated in the southern part of the county, and on 
the right bank of the river Severn, which nearly 
surrounds it, dividing it from the parishes of Aber- 
havesp and Llanllwdiaiam, is bounded on the east 
and soadi by those of Newtown, Moughtrey, and 
Llaadinam, mA inteiBccted by the road hmding from 
Newtown to Lbmidloes. It contains by admeasure- 
ment 1800 acres, of which 800 are pasture, 500 arable, 
and the same quantity woodland ; the soil of the arable 
portion, chiefly in the upper grounds, is gravelly, 
producing wheat, barley, and turnips, but that of the 
Deautiful meadow lanos near the Severn is a rich 
kmm^ The banks of the river are thickly studded 
with ornamental hedge-row trees, the meandering 
vet bold and mi^stic stream often appearing, gleam- 
ing through dw folia^ ; indeed, the whole scenerv 
df the parish is strikingly and beaudfriUy diversified, 
hills crowned with tndber, bermp pleasingly con- 
trasted with fertile meadows* The prevaning tim- 
ber is oak, and there tarn some splenoid trees of this 
description, scarcely to be equalled, now standing in 
the parish ; an excellent stone quarry also, admir- 
ably adi4!>ted ibr building^ purposes, is worked to a 
considerable extent, many thonsand tons being an- 
nually produced, and a church at Newtown was 
recently built of materials esLtracted from the quarry. 
The annual value of the par»h is £680. The liv- 
ing is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £5. 0. 10.; patron. Bishop of Bangor: nie tithes 
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have been commuted for a rent-charge of £1 10 ; and 
the glebe consists of 17| acres, with a house. The 
church, dedicated to St George, is an ancient struc- 
ture, in the early style of English architecture, ap- 
propriately fitted up, and is 40 feet long by 20 broad, 
containing 12 pews and 20 free sittings. A portion of 
the Roman road leading from Caer-Sws to the Gaer, 
near Montgomery, may be traced, for some part of its 
course, in the grounds of Glan Harren, in the parish. 

PENTIR, formerly a parish of itself, now 
merged in that of Bangor, to which it has become 
a hamlet, in the hundred of Isoorvai, county of 
Carnarvon, North Wales, 4 miles (s.) from mn- 
gor, with which the population is returned. This 
place, which is situated among hills, after being re- 
peatedly united to, and separated from, the parish of 
Bangor, was at length finally consolidated with it by 
the result of an action tried at Shrewsbury, in 1657, 
at the suit of Meredith v. Maurice. The living, 
once a vicarage not in charge, is now annexed to 
the benefice of Bangor ; and the tithes belong to the 
vicars-choral of the cathedral of that city. 

PENTRAETH (PEN-TRAETH), a parish, 
i^ the hundred of Tyndaethwy, union and county 
of Anglesey, North Wales, 5 miles (n. w.) from 
Beaumaris ; containing 985 inhabitants. The name 
of this place, signifying ^^ the head or point of the 
sands," is derived from its situation at the head of a 
small bay of the Irish Sea, called Traeth Coch, or 
^^ the Red Sands," and sometimes Red Wharf bay. 
The parish comprises a considerable tract of arable 
and grazing land, which is inclosed and cultivated, 
and a large portion of common, affording tolerable 
pasturage for sheep and young cattle. Several of 
the inhabitants are employed in the quarries of mar- 
ble and limestone that are worked here, and as sea- 
men on board the vessels engaged in conveying the 
produce of these quarries to its destination ; there is 
aldo a small fulling-mill in the village, affording oc- 
cupation to a few persons. The whole of the western 
side of the Traeth Coch, which is the place for ship- 
ping the marble and limestone found on this part of 
the island, is within the parish ; and the sands on 
the shore of the bay, which are dry at low water, 
are so intermixed with sea-shells, as to form a sub- 
stitute for lime, and to be used as manure for many 
miles round, even constituting a considerable article 
of export to the neighbouring coasts. The village, 
which is very neat and of prepossessing appearance, 
is pleasantly situated in a narrow sheltered vale, on 
the turnpike-road firom Beaumaris to Llanerchy- 
medd. Pl&s Gw^n, a seat here, is a spacious and 
handsome mansion, surrounded with thriving woods 
and plantations, and containing a valuable library, in 
which are ninety-one volumes of manuscripts, chiefly 
in the Welsh language, and which, during the lii^ 
of the predecessor of the present occupier, was open 
to the literary portion of the community. Fairs are 
held on May 5th, June 24th, and September 20th. 
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The living forms part of the greatrectory of Lkm- 
ddyvnan, held in commendam since the year 1701 
by the Bishops of Bangor, who appoint a curate to 
serve both churches : the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £290. 11. 3.; and there is a 
glebe of about one and a half acre, valued at £1. 10. 
per annum. The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is 
a small neat edifice, put into a complete state of 
repair in 1821 ; it contains some good monuments 
to the memory of deceased members of tlie fiunilies 
of Pl&s Gwyn and Trevr^, and is one of the only 
two churches in the island noticed by the learned 
Grose, in his Antiquities of Great Bntain. There 
are places of worship for Cailvinistic and Wesleyan 
Metnodists. A day school containing 12 boys is 
endowed with £4 per annum, arising from a bequest 
of £100 by Dr. John Jones, Dean of Bangor, in 
1719; the master, who has the privilege of taking 
boarders, has a house rent-free to reside in; the 
school was erected by subscription about 35 yean 
since, on ground given by the proprietor of Plas 
Gw^n, a short distance n'om the village of Pen- 
traeth. In two other day schools about 50 chiklreo 
are instructed at the expense of their parents ; and 
there are five Sunday schools, appertaining to vari- 
ous denominations of dissenters, in which about 210 
males and the like number of females are gratui- 
tously taught to read the Bible in th^ir native ton^e. 

Anne Williams left £50, the interest of which, 
£2. 10., is paid to the poor by the owner of Pl&s Gwjn 
on Good Friday and St ThomasVday. In 1715, 
Rowland Jones left a messuage and land called Gors 
las, containing about 5^ acres, for the use of the poor 
of this parish, and of that of Llansadwrn, to which 
half an acre was added on the inclosure of the com- 
mon of Mynydd Llwydiarth, about 20 years since ; 
the whole now paying a rent of £4. 10. per annum, 
a moiety of which is distributed on St Thomas's- 
day; and under the same inclosure act six acres 
were assigned for fuel to the poor, which have been 
allotted to indigent fomilies, who are allowed to pos- 
sess the portions during their lives. Other sums for 
the relief of deserving objects are, \Qs. charged by 
a mortgage deed upon landfs in the parish, and^ com- 
monly termed the poor's money; and 15«. dirided 
among three widows of the parishes of Pentraeth, 
Llanddona, and Llandegvan, and payable by the 
proprietor of Plas Gw^n ; and poor men from the 
parish are entitled to share in the advantages of a 
residence in the almshouse at Penmynedd. Towards 
the repairs of the church there is a rent-chaise of 
205. upon a farm of 20 acres named T^n-y-I-on; 
and two payments of 8^ and 4€L are received out 
of small parcels of land called glebe-lands. A charity 
of £4. 10. has been lost by uie insolvency of the 

Sorties who had been entrusted with the money* 
r. Jones, Dean of Bangor, who bequeathed many 
extensive benefactions to various places, principally 
for educating children, was born at Plas Gwyn, tn 
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tbe parish ; he left his valuable library to die Cathe- 
dral Church of Bangor. 

FENTRE-HOBYV, or PENTROBIN, a 
township, in the parish of Hawarden, hundred of 
Mold, county ot Flint, North Wales, 1^ mile 

is.) from Hawarden; containing 987 inhabitants, 
t comprises what may be considered the southern 
suburbs of the town of Hawarden, and is chiefly 
noted for its manufiusture of fire-bricks, tiles, coarse 
earthenware, &C., of which large quantities are ex- 
ported ; the clay for the puipose being procured in 
the immediate neighbourhood. A part of the War- 
ren mountain, in ute hamlet, was inclosed by an act 
of parliament in 1798. Pentre Hobyn Hquse is a 
fine mansion, erected in the year 1540. 

PENTRE- VOELAS, a parochial chapelry, in 
the union of Llanrwst, hundred of Isaled, county 
of Defbiou, North Wales, on the road from Lon- 
don to Holyhead, 14 miles (s« w.) from Denbigh; 
containing 611 inhabitants. This chapelry, situated 
in die eastern part of the county, and on the right 
bank of the river Conway, whicn here separates the 
shires of Denbigh and Carnarvon, is surrounded on 
the other sides by the parishes of Cerrig-y-Druidion, 
Yspytty-Ivan, and Llanrwst, and comprises a por- 
tion of the most mountainous and sterile moorlands 
of the district, together with some bc^rgy patches, 
and wood, the prevailing timber being ^ch ; barley 
and oats are the principal produce. Besides the 
Conway on the west, there are two brooks named 
Nug and Merddwr, which here unite with that river ; 
the most elevated mountain is called Garn : Voelas 
Hall is the seat of C. W. 6. Wynne, Eaqi^ who is 
the sole landed proprietor, and lord of the manor. 
The Holyhead road passes through the village, con- 
sisting of only 13 houses, at which a post-office has 
been established, and where £eurs are held on March 
16th, May 12th, August 14th, and November 20th. 
An excellent road has recently been constructed from 
this place to Denbigh, across the mountains, which 
is intended to be continued to Festiniog, thus form- 
ing a direct line of communication between the Vale 
of Clwyd and the slate quarries of Merioneth and 
Carnarvonshire. The innabitants are chiefly em- 
ployed in agriculture : the rateable annual value of 
the chapelry is returned at £1591. 

The living is a perpetual curacy; net income, 
£200 ; patron, C. W. G. Wynne, Esq. The chapel, 
a small edifice, in good repair, was erected in 1760, 
and with the exception of two pews, is free to all 
the tenantry. There are places of worship for Bap- 
tists and Calvinistic Methodists. A day school 
contains about fifty children, twenty of whom are 
instructed by aid of a salary of £20 per annum, 
allowed by Mr. and Mrs. Wynne, and tne rest are 
paid for oy their parents ; Mr. Wynne furnishes 
most of the books for the scholars taught at his ex- 
pense. There are also five Sunday schools, g^tui- 
tonsly conducted ; one contains about seventy males 
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and females, who attend the Established Church, and 
for whom books are also found by Mr. Wynne ; in 
die other four, appertaining to dissenters, are about 
140 males and \S5 females, books being purchased 
by aid of collections. Within a short distance of the 
chapel is an extensive earthwork, once the site of 
Castell Coch, a fortress which was taken and de- 
stroyed by Llewelyn the Great ; and in a plantation 
near the ruins of Voelas Hall stands a lofty columnar 
stone, bearing an inscription in Latin and Welsh, sup- 
posed to have been erected over the grave of Llew- 
elyn ab Seisyllt, Prince of Wales, who was slain in 
the year 1021. There is a mineral spring in the 
chapelry, strongly impregnated with iron. 

PENTRfe V-CWN, a hamlet, in that part of die 
parish of Llandilo-Vawr which is in the hundred 
of Iscennen, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 2^ miles (w. s. w.) from Llandilo-Vawr; 
containing 315 inhabitants. It is situated in the 
valley of the Towy, and on the left bank of that 
river, immediately opposite to Dynevor Castle, and 
contains several agreeable residences. There is a 
Sunday school, in which 80 males and females are 
gratuitously taught by Independents. 

PENTYRCH, a parish, in the union of Car- 
diff, hundred of Miskin, county of* Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 7 miles (n. w. by w.) from Cardiff; 
containing 1246 inhabitants. This parish is situated 
on the western bank of the river Taf, here crossed 
by an iron bridge, the passengers over which are 
subject to a toll, and is divided into Garth and Castle 
hamlets. Messrs. Richard Blakemore and Co., of 
the Melin Grufydd Works, two miles southward, 
have an extensive establishment here also : at the 
upper works is a blast furnace, and pig-iron and 
finers' metal are there manufactured, whicn are rolled 
into charcoal bar-iron at the lower works ; the metal 
thus completed is conveyed by a tram-road to Melin 
Grufydd, for the manufacture of tin and sheet-iron : 
the number of persons employed, including colliers 
and miners, is about a hundred and seventy* In one 
part of the parish the iron-ore is found in parallel 
strata; in another, in patches, indiscriminately blended 
with limestone : there is also an abundance of good 
coal, which is actively worked. The living is a 
discharged vicarage, rated in the king^s books at 
£8. 3. I-^., and endowed with £200 royal bounty ; 
present net income, £113 ; patrons and appropriators. 
Archdeacon and Chapter of Llandaf. The church 
is dedicated to St Cadocus ; and there are places of 
worship for Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists. 
A National school, partly supported by subscription 
and partly by small payments from the parents, 
contains 50 children ; and in another day school, 
appertaining to Independents, about 30 are instructed 
wholly at Uieir parents' expense. There are also 
three Sunday schools, gratuitously conducted by 
dissenters, and consisting of about 200 males and 
females; in one, the books are furnished by the 
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Sunday School Society. Mary Matthew, in 1729, 
gave by will the sum of £300, for the benefit of the 
poor, which was laid out either in a mortgage or the 
purdiase of a rent-charge on an estate in the parish 
of Llangonoyd, now the property of Sir Digby Mack- 
worth, Bart, £12 being annually paid in respect of 
the charity, which, with £15, a voluntary yearly gift 
from Lord Dynevor, is expended in the purchase of 
cloth and flannel, which are distributed on the 1st of 
January among the most deserving poor not receiving 
parochial relief* An old mansion in the parish, called 
" Castell-y-Mynach," now belonging to Lord Dy- 
nevcNT, and occupied by a farmer, was formerly a 
religious house, out nothing is known of its nis- 
tory, 

PEN-Y-BONT, county of Radnor, South 
Wales. — See Llanbadarn-Vawr. 

PETERSTON super ELY, a perish, in the 
union of Cardiff, hundred of Dinas-^Fowys, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 7 miles (w.) from 
CardiiF; containing 223 inhabitants. This parish, 
which drives its name from the dedication of its 
church to St. Peter, and its distinguishing adjunct 
from its situation on the bank of the river Ely, lies 
in the south-eastern part of the county, and com- 
prises a moderate portion of arable and pasture land, 
in a good state of cultivation. Limestone is found 
in most parts of the parish, and the procuring of it 
affords employment to a portion of the inhabitants* 
The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£7. 12. 8^.; present net income, £228; patrons, 
Sir T. D. Aubrey and Col. Wood. The church, 
dedicated to St. Peter, is not distinguished by any ar- 
chitectural details. A day and Sunday school affords 
instruction to about twenty children ; the day school 
is partly supported by subscriptions from die rector 
and curate, and partly by small payments from the 
parents ; the Soncby school is maintained wholly by 
the rector and eucate. There are in the pariah tl^ 
remains of an ancient castle, which has been long in 
ruins; but nothing satisikctory is known of its origi- 
nal foundation. 

PETERSTON super MONTEM, a chapelry, 
in the parish id Coycburch, union of Bridgend 
and CowBRiDGS, hundred of Newcastle, county of 
Glamorgan, South Wales, 8. miles (n. b. by s.) 
from Bridgend; containing i66> inhabitants. It is 
in Welsh called Llanbedr-ar-Vynvdd, <* the dkurdt 
of St Petei on the mountain," and is situated on the 
confines of the lumdreds of Ogmore and Cowbridge^ 
at some distance from the mother ckurch. It occu- 
pies die southern declivity of the mountain ci^ed 
Mynydd-y-Rhiw, and the inhabitants are exdusively 
engaged m affriculture ; the rtver Ely partly bounch, 
it on the north. The chapel is dedicatea to St Peter, 
and annexed to the rectory of Coychuffch : the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent«charge of £75, sub- 
ject to rates, averaging £9. 1. 8* There is a day 
school, in wUch thirty-five children are instructed at 
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their parents' expense ; and a Sunday school con- 
tains forty males and females, who are gratuitously 
taught A sum of £15 has been left to the poor of 
the chapelry; besides which, twenty-five shillings 
per annum, the interest of a bequest of £25 by Mrs. 
Ann Thomas, in 1700, are distributed among those 
not receiving parochial relief. 

PETROX (ST.), a pariskt in the hundred of 
Casixemartin, union and county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 3 miles (a. w.) from Pembroke; 
containing 92 inhabitants. This parish, which is 
also called Llan Bedrog, derives its name from the 
dedication of its church to Pedrog, a Britiak saiot, 
who flourished about the commencement of the 
seventh century. It compriaes but a very moderate 
tract of arable and pasture land, and is chiefly dis- 
tinguished for the salubrity of the air, and the lon- 
gevity of its inhabitants ; the surface is varied, and 
the soil fertile; and the rateable annual value of 

[>roperty has been returned at £898. 13. 4. The 
iving is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £7. 3. 9. ; net income, £154 ; patron. Earl 
Cawdor : the tithes have been oommutea for a rent- 
charge of £116; of which £70 are payable to the 
impropriator, and £46 to the rector, who has also a 
elebe of 46^ acres, valued at £68 per annum. The 
benefice was united in 1839 to the rectory of Stack- 
pool-EIidur; and a portion of the tithes has been 
taken to increase the living of Castlemartin, under 
an act of parliament The church, dedicated to St 
Pedrog, is a neat edifice, with a handsome square 
tower, and is situated on an eminence oommandifig 
a good view over the adjacent country. Attached to 
the living is a comfortable glebe-house, pleasantly 
situated and in good repair. 

PICKHILL, a township, in that part of the 
parish of BANGOR-IscoEn which is in tne hundred 
of Bromfield, union of Wrexham, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, 4^ miles (e« s. e.) from 
Wrexham; containing 178 inhabitants. It is situ- 
ated on the western bank of the Dee, and has a few 
handsome residences overlooking that river, among 
which PiekhiQ Hall is the most conspicuous. There 
are benefactions amountins^ to £6% 13. 4. per annusif 
ibr teaching children ; and a Sunday school, coot^* 
ing about seventy males and femal^ ia gratuitously 
conducted by Calvinistic Methodists* llie rateable 
annual value is returned at £180(k 

PILLETH, a parish* in the union of Pms- 
TEiGN, Imndred of Kevehllrece, county of Bad- 
NORy South Wales, 3f miles (s. w.) from Knighton; 
containing 73 inhabitants. This place is distin*' 
guished as the scene of a memorable engagement 
that occuri^ between the army of Owain Glyadwr 
and the forces under the command of Sir Eidward 
Mortimer, in which the latter was taken prisoner, 
with the loss of eleven hundred of his men. TU^ 
baide, which is noticed by ShakspeM^e in his play ^ 
Henry IV., was fought on the S3nd of June, 140^ 
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on a hilly eommon about half a mile to the north of 
the church, called Br^nglas. The parish is situated 
on the river Lug, and extends for about three miles 
in length, and a mile and a half in breadth ; the 
greater portion of the land is inclosed, and in a to- 
lerable stiite of culdration ; the surface is boldly un- 
dulated ; and the soil, especially in the lower grounds, 
is fertile and productiTe. The liring is a perpetual 
curacy, annexed to Llangunllo, and endowed with 
£800 royal boun^ ; present net income, £59 ; pa- 
tron. Bishop of St David's; impropriator^ Preben- 
dary of LmngunUo in the Collegiate Church of 
Brecknock* The diurch, dedicated to St. Mary, is 
an ancient structure, consisting only of a nave and 
dumcel, with a low tower, and not remarkable for 
any architectural details. The poor children of the 
parish are entitled to gratuitous instruction in the 
school erected and founded at Whitton, by Ladv 
Child, of this place, who endowed it with £500, with 
which have been purchased lands now producing a 
rent of more than £100, and under the provisions of 
whose will a child of Pilleth is annually apprenticed, 
with a premium of £8. On a comnnm in the north- 
em part of the parish are a few scattered houses, 
forming a place called Hendre'r Genau. In the 
churchyard is a well, the water of which is said to be 
peculiarly efficacious in the cure of all diseases of the 
eye. 

PIPTON, a townshin, in the parish of GlAs- 
BURT, union of Hay, hundred of TAlgarth, county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 4^ miles (s. w.) 
from Hay ; containing 129 inhabitants. This town- 
ship is situated on die south bank of the Wye, and 
between that river and the Llynvi: the rateable 
annual value is returned at £1260. The road from 
Hay to Builth passes through it, and the surrounding 
country is fertile and pleasing. There was formerly 
a chapel of ease to the mother church of Glasbury, 
now demolished. A benefaction of £1 per annum 
was lefit for the use of the poor, in 175i3, by Mrs. 
Sybil Williams, of Tr&vithel, in the adjacent parish 

of BronllH 

PIStiLL (PISTYLL), a parish, in the union 

of PwLLHBLr, hundred of Dinllaen, county of 
Carnarvon, North Wales, 7 miles (n. by w.) 
from Pwllheli; containing 514 inhabitants. This 
parish, situated on the shore of Carnarvon bay, com- 
prises a small mountainous district, the entire surfiace 
of which is dreary, rugged, and barren; and the 
scenery derives the littfe interest it possesses from 
the vicinity of the bay. There is no village, the 
bouses being entirely scattered. Near the church is 
a modem farm-house, built upon the site of an an- 
cient mansion : the proprietor of this farm, compris- 
ing two hundred acres of land, pays only one shilling 
modus for tithes, in consideration of the smallness of 
which charge he is compelled to provide bread and 
cheese, with good ale, or Bfiead, for all persons 
who shall have crossed the pass leading through the 
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mountains of Yr Eivl, on their way to the market- 
town of Nevin. The return of the rateable annual 
value of the parish amounts to £1128. 3. The living 
is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the rectory of 
Edem : the tithes have been commuted for a rent^ 
charge of £142. The church, in which divine ser- 
vice is performed only on every third Sundav> is a 
small edifice, situated under a high rock, and upon 
the verge of a precipice overlooking the sea. There 
are two places of worship for Calvinistic Methodists ; 
one at a place called Llithvaen^ and the other, to 
which a scnool is attached, near the church. A day 
school affords instruction to about 46 children at 
the expense of their parents; and about 70 males 
and females are gratuitously taught in a Sunday 
school. To the east of the church is a vale called Nant 
Gwrtheirn, or "the Vale of Vortigern,** to which 
that prince is said to have retreated for shelter from 
his infuriated subjects, and where he built a castle, 
which is reported to have been destroyed by light- 
ning. This narrow vale lies between Craig-y-Llau 
and Yr Eivl, and is accessible only by sea; the sides 
are bounded by barren and rugged rocks, on which 
not a blade of vegetation is seen. At one extremity 
rises the loftiest peak of Yr Eivl, and the onlv open- 
ing is towards the sea, by which it is bounded on the 
north; the sole agricultural produce of the vale is 
oats. Near the shore is a verdant mound, said to have 
been the site oi Vortigern's castle ; and near it was 
formerly a tumulus, designated Bedd Gwrtheirn, or 
" Vortigern's Grave,'' in which was found a stone 
coffin, containing human bones. No traces of these 
relics are now visible, but the spot is still pointed out 
where that unfortunate prince, who met his death in 
this retired spot, in 464, was interred, 

PONTVAEN (PONT-FAEN), a parish, in 
the union of Haverfohdwest, hundred of Kemmes, 
county of Pembroke, South Wales, 5 miles (s. e.) 
from Fishguard; containing 52 inhabitants. The 
parish is on the turnpike-road leading from Haver- 
fordwest to Newport, and has a diversified surface, 
enlivened by the river Gwayn, which runs through 
it Pontvaen House, formerly the residence of the 
Laughames, and now by purchase, together with the 
estate, including the whole of the parish, the pro- 
perty of Henry Rees, Esq., is a handsome mansion, 
pleasantly situated, and surrounded with thriving 
plantations. The neighbourhood is supposed to afford 
some of the best grouse-shooting in tue county. The 
soil is in general fertile; the substratum is slate, 
which, however, has not yet been worked. Of the 
rateable annual value, the return made amounts to 
£353. 3. The living is a perpetual curacy, rated in 
the king's books at £3. 6. 8., and endowed with 
£1200 royal bounty, and £400 parliamentary grant; 
present net income, £72 ; patron and impropriator, 
Mr. Rees. The church, dedicated to St Bernard, 
is not remarkable for any ardiitectural details oif 
importance. 
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POOL, county of Montgomery, North 
Wales. — See Welshpool. 

PORT -DINOR WIG, a small port, in the 
parish of Llanvairisgaer, hundred oi Isgorvai, 
county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 3i miles 
(n.n.e.) from Carnarvon: the population is returned 
with the parish. This place, anciently called <<Aber 
Pwll," is situated on the Menai strait, and has a 
commodious harbour, accessible at high water to ves- 
sels of a hundred tons' burthen. It forms a con- 
venient shipping-place for the produce of the slate 
mines in the parish of Llandeiniolen, from which a 
railroad, seven miles in length, extending from the 
Quarries to this place, was constructed in 1824, for 
the conveyance of the slates, of which not less than 
twenty thousand tons are annually shipped. The 
harbour, which has been recently enlarged, is capable 
of accommodating thirtv vessels, which may lie here 
in safety while waiting for their freight, and the quay 
has been greatly improved. 

PORT-EYNON (PORTH-EINION), a pa- 
rish, in the union and hundred of Swansea, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 15 miles (w. s. w.) 
from Swansea; containing 8S0 inhabitants. It is 
situated on the Bristol Channel, and is inclosed and 
in a good state of cultivation ; the village, which oc- 
cupies a pleasant situation on the west, forms an 
agreeable feature in the picturesque scenery with 
wnich the environs abouna. There is an extensive 
oyster-fishery on the coast, which, with the exporta- 
tion of its produce, affords a lucrative employment 
during the season to a large proportion of the inha- 
bitants. There are from fifteen to twenty vessels, 
varying in burthen from thirty to sixty tons, engaged 
in this and the limestone tra^e, the oysters, when 
obtained in sufficient quantity, being shipped off to 
Bristol. The parish abounds with limestone, which 
is procured in large quantities for exportation, and 
also for the supply of the neighbouring districts; on 
that which is exported a toll of two-pence per ton, 
called << cliffage," is paid to the lord of the manor, and 
frequently amounts to £40 per month. The living 
is a rectory, rated in the king's books at £9. 5. 10., 
and in the patronage of the Crown ; present net in- 
come, £121, with a glebe-house. The church is 
dedicated to St. Cadocus. A National day school, 
containing 50 children, is supported partly by an 
annual donation of £10 from C. R. M. Talbot, Esq., 
and partly by payments from the parents, the master 
instructing 10 poor children gratuitously. Mr. Tal- 
bot gave the ground for the erection of the school, 
whi<m was completed in 1817, at an expense of 
£67. 2., of which £40 was a bequest of Frances 
Gibbs, in 1794, remaining in the hands of the church- 
wardens and overseers, and the residue was made up 
bv subscriptions. A Sunday school for 60 persons, 
also, is maintained by voluntary contributions. Mr. 
John Clement, in 1784, left the sum of £14. 9. 6., 
directing the interest to be laid out in bread for dis- 
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tribution on Christmas-day, among the poor not 
receiving parochial relief. 

PORTHKERRY (PORTH-CERI), a pariah, 
in the union of Cardiff, hundred of Dinas-Powts, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 9 miles 
(s. E.) from Cowbridge; containing 120 iiihabitants. 
The place derives its name, signifying the port of 
Ceri, from its situation on a small bay of the bristol 
Channel, which is entered by vessels of inconsider- 
able burthen, for the purpose of shipping the lime- 
stone of which the beach is composed. Ceri, from 
whom the harbour received its name, was the great- 
grandfother of the celebrated Carodog, or Caractacos; 
but in what respect that chieftain was connected with 
this place does not appear. The manor formed part 
of the allotment of Sir John St. John, of Fonmoo 
Castle, one of Fitz-Hamon's knights, and, after pass- 
ing through various hands, was ultimately purchased 
by the late Sir Samuel Romilly, whose sons are the 
present proprietors. The parish comprises but^ a 
very small tract of land, the whole of which is in- 
closed and in a good state of cultivation. It is 
bounded on the south by the Bristol Channel, and 
on its other sides by the parishes of Pen mark and 
Barry ; the surface is undulated, with a southern in- 
clination, and is well wooded and watered, the pre- 
vailing timber being oak and yew, and the scenery 
beautiful : the sdil is of a tenacious quality, producing 
chiefly wheat. The limestone aoove mentioned, 
which is lias, is peculiar for its hardness, and for the 
property that the lime made .from Jt possesses of 
binding under water ; it has been used in construct- 
ing several of the docks at Liverpool, and some 
of the piers of Scotland. There are two small vil- 
lages, named Porthkerry and Rhoose, with a viUa in 
the Italian style, occupied by Edward Romilly^ Esq.f 
one of the sons of Sir Samuel. The living, to which 
the rectory of Barry has lately been united, is a 
discharged rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£7. 8. 1 ^., and in the patronage of the sons of Sir 
S. Romilly : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £123. 13., subject to rates, averaging 
£16; and there is a glebe of 60 acres, valued at 
£65 per annum. The church, dedicated to St 
Curig, is in the early English style, and is 70 feet 
long by 20 broad, containing about 100 sittings, of 
which 70 are free : in the churchyard is a handsome 
cross, in tolerably good preservation. There is a 
rectory-house just nnishea ; and a school has been 
lately established, which is entirely maintained at 
the expense of Messrs. Romilly. A charitable be- 
quest to the poor of £16, by an unknown benefecto^ 
was lost by the party to whom it was lent becoming 
insolvent 

PORT-PENRHYN, a sea-port, in the parish 
of Llandegai, hundred of Ll£guw£DD UchI^i 
county of Carnarvon, North Wales, half a mil« 
(e.) from Bangor: the population is returned with 
the parish. Tne village, which is of recent oiiff^ 



PREN 



PRES 



owes its existence to the late Lord Penrhyn^ by 
whom it was selected as the shipping-place for the 
slates from his very extensive quarries in the Vale of 
Nantfrancon, in the parish. It is very conveniently 
situated for that purpose on the Menai strait, closely 
adjoining the city of Bangor. About the year 1790, 
his lordship constructed a commodious wharf at the 
month of the river Ce^in, which here £&Ils into the 
strait, and in proportion to the extension and in- 
creased production of the quarries have been the 
subsequent improvements of this port Large Quays, 
accessible at all states of the tide to vessels of con- 
siderable tonnage, and additional wharfs, have been 
constructed, several sluices made, and spacious ware- 
houses erected, for depositing the produce of the 
quarries. A railway, six miles in length, has been 
formed from the quarries to the port, and every pos- 
sible accommodation has been provided for facilitating 
the business here transacted. The only article ship- 
ped is the slate, of which immense quantities are 
sent coastwise, and several cargoes of roofing-slates 
are annually exported to America. The business 
transacted at the port affords constant employment 
to more than two hundred men, making, with the 
number engaged in the quarries, nearly two thousand 
four hundred persons occupied in these very exten- 
sive and important works. Port Penrhyn, for repre- 
sentative purposes, is included within tne new limits 
of the borough of Bangor. 

PORTSCYBORVAWR (PORTH SCY- 
BOR, or YSGUBOR, FAWR), with Kitploith, 
a hamlet, in the parish of Llandeveylog, hundred 
of Kidwelly, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 1^ mile (s.) from Carmarthen: the popula- 
tion is returned with Kitploith. The name of this 
place 18 derived from Forth, a gateway, Ys<^Ih»', a 
bam, and Fawvy large. It lies on the left bank of 
the Towy, by the side of which is a causeway to the 
town of Carmarthen ; and several respectable resi-> 
deuces are situated near the river, as well as on the 
banks of the stream Pibwr, which flows through the 
hamlet to its junction with the Towy. Cfver a 
chasm along which Uiis stream takes its course is a 
remarkable bridge, on the road from Carmarthen to 
Llandarog. A Roman road from Kidwelly to Car- 
marthen passed through the hamlet. 

PREES-UCHA, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales.— See TrAv-Br^s. 

PRENDERGAST, a parish, in the union of 
Haverfordwest, hundred of Dungleddy, county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, adjoining to and 
including part of the borough of Haverfordwest; 
and containing 1531 inhabitants. This place derives 
its appellation from an ancient family of the same 
name, to whom the whole parish formerly belonged, 
and of whose mansion some remains may still be 
traced. The last member of that family who en- 
joyed the property was Maurice de Prenderg^ast, 
who accompanied Strongbow, Earl of Clare, into 
Vol. II.— 8*J9 



Ireland, in which kingdom he finally settled. The 
lands afterwards came into the possession of the 
Stepneys, who resided here till their removal into 
the county of Carmarthen, when the seat, being 
deserted, soon fell into decay. The parish is situated 
between the rivers Hiog and Cleddy, and, near its 
south-western extremity, is connected with the town 
of Haverfordwest by a bridge across the latter, from 
which the village extends cuiefly along the road to 
Cardigan, with a branch street southward ; the whole 
forming an extensive and important suburb of Ha- 
verfordwest, returned of the rateable annual value of 
£3370. A small tract at this angle of the parish, 
comprising a part of the village lying nearest to the 
town, is within the ancient limits of the town and 
county of the town of Haverfordwest, the electoral 
boundaries of which were extended in 1832, so as 
to include the whole village, together with the south- 
western portion of the parish, which contains about 
fifty houses rated sufficiently high to qualify the 
tenants as voters for the borough. The petty-ses- 
sions for the hundred are held in the village. The 
living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £9. 14. 9., endowed with £*200 royal bounty, 
and in the patronage of the Crown ; present net in« 
come, £183. The church, dedicated to St. David, 
is an ancient and venerable structure, in the early 
style of English architecture, and in good repair. 
There is a place of worship for Primitive Metnod- 
ists: four day schools afford instruction to about 
100 children, at the cost of their parents; and 14 
girls are taught in an in£Eints' school, also at their' 
parents' expense. 

PRESTATYN, with Nant, a township, in the 
parish of Meliden, union of St. Asaph, hundred 
of Prestatyn, county of Flint, North Wales, 
6 miles (n. n. e.) from St Asaph : the population is 
returned with the parish. This place, from which 
the hundred derives its name, was once a lordship, 
and had a castle, which is supposed to have been 
erected at a very early period by the native British 
inhabitants of the district. This fortress was wrested 
from its ancient owners, in the reign of Henry II., 
by the English, who had possession of it in the year 
1 167, when it was destroyed by Owain Gwynedd, 
Cadwaladr, and Rh^s, Prince of South Wales, who 
then reduced the whole of Tegengle to the power of 
Owain. The lordship was granted by Richard I. to 
Robert Banaster, who kept it for nearly four years, 
and built a town, which was afterwards burnt by 
Owain Gwynedd. In the seventh of Edward jf. 
Robert de Crevecoeur laid claim to it, in right of his 
ancestor Banaster, and, on an inquisition taking 
place, it was determined in his favour. From the 
Crevecoeurs the lordship passed by marriage to the 
Conways of Bddrhyddan, and on tne division of the 
family estates, after the death of Sir John Conway, 
it fell, in right of his mother, to die Rev. Richard 
Williams of Vron, who disposed of it to his brother* 
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in-law, Richard Wilding, Esq. Of the ancient cas- 
tle there are still some small vestiges, consisting of 
f)rtions of the foundation, on an elevated spot called 
las Prestatyn, in a meadow below the mill ; and 
likewise traces of the fosse by which it was sur- 
rounded, at some distance. The township is situated 
on the shore of the Irish Sea, in a flat district, which 
is highly cultivated and richly productive of all kinds 
of grain, but more especially of excellent wheat, for 
the growth of which tne soil is peculiarly favourable. 
From the shore, which is a ffne sandy beach, ex- 
tends for a distance of four miles, in a westerly 
direction, a sand-bank termed Chester Bar, which is 
dry at low water; and other extensive banks are 
observable at a greater distance from the coast, pro- 
jecting into the sea, and occupying the mouth of tlie 
estuary of the Dee : at the distance of half a mile 
from the shore the water varies from one to two 
fathoms in depth. 

PRESTEIGN (called in WeUh LLANAN- 
DRAS), a parish, and head of a union, partly in the 
hundred of Wigmore, county of Hereford, and 
partly in the hundred and county of Radnor, 
South Wales, in which latter portion it comprises 
the township of Presteign (including the market and 
assize town of that name), and the chapelry of Dis- 
coed, 8 miles (e. n. e.) from New Radnor, and 152 
(w. N. w.) from London: the whole contains 2217 
inhabitants, there being in that part of it in the 
county of Radnor 152*2, of whom 1407 are in the 
townsnip of Presteign, which includes the whole of 
the town, together with an extensive tract of land 
surrounding it on the east, south, and west This 
PLACE, of which the Welsh name is derived from 
the dedication of its church to St Andrew, appears 
to have remained in obscurity till towards the close 
of the thirteenth century, and to have first risen into 
importance during the prelacy of David Martin, 
Bishop of St David's, wno was raised to that see in 
the year 1293. This prelate, who continued to 
preside over the diocese till 1328, was a munificent 
benefactor to it, having obtained from the inhabitants 
the privilege of holdmg a weekly market, which, 
according to Leland, was in his time celebrated for 
its corn, and frequented by the people of the cantr^v 
of Maelienydd, the central and northern portion of 
the county. Either from its retired situation, or its 
want of local importance, it appears to have been 
altogether unconnected with any of the military 
events that so often disturbed the internal tranquil- 
lity of the principality, or made the marches the 
scene of havoc and slaughter. During the parlia- 
mentary war in the reign of Charles I., tnat monarch, 
retreating before Cromwell, then in the neighbour- 
hood of Hereford, appears, from an entry in an old 
Earish register, to Imve passed two niehts at the 
ouse of Nicholas Taylor, Esq., who lived at the 
Lower Heath, near ^^ the King's Turning," probably 
so called from the circumstance of the king having 
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turned thence over the hills to Newtown, in Mont- 
gomeryshire, from which place he proceeded to 
Chester. 

The TOWN, which is now the principal ooe in the 
county of Radnor, is pleasantly situated in the west- 
ern end of a fertile vale, surrounded by hills, of 
which some are richly wooded; and is separated 
from that part of the parish in Herefordshire only by 
the river llug, which nere forms a boundary between 
the two counties, and is crossed by an ancient bridge 
of three small arches. It consists of one main 
thoroughfare, called High-street, leading north-west- 
ward uirough the town from Leominster towards 
Knighton and Rhaiadr; from whidi two smaller 
streets, named Broad-street and St David's-street, 
diverge north-eastern nearly at riffht angles, and 
parallel with each other, in a direction towards the 
river; the more southern of the two leading over 
the bridge towards Ludlow through Wiraiore. 
Though of an irregular form, it has an air of neat- 
ness and respectability superior to most of the towns 
in this part of tlie principality; and the houses, 
though in general small, are well built and of neat 
appearance, and are interspersed with several of 
larger size, inhabited by respectable femilies and 
professional individuals. The streets are partially 
paved, though not lighted ; and the inhabitants are 
amply supplied with water, by means of pumps and 
open wells. The surrounding scenery is finely va- 
ned, and in maqy points highly picturesque; and 
from the hills by which the vale is surrounded are 
some interesting and extensive views over the country 
adjacent. A low eminence called Warden, a little 
to the west of the town, formerly the site of an an- 
cient castle, of which there are no remains, was pre* 
sented to the inhabitants bv the Earl of Oxford, and 
has been laid out in agreeable walks, forming a plea- 
sant promenade, whicn is a favourite resort oi the 
inhabitants ; it commands a verv delightful prospect, 
embracing a fine tract of highly cultivated country, 
embellished with pleasingly diversified scenery, and 
enlivened with numerous gentlemen's seats, among 
which Boultibrook and Norton House, elegant man- 
sions situated in beautifully disposed g^rounds, form 
conspicuous objects. The river Lug is celebrated 
for its trout and graylings, which are taken here of 
superior quality. 

A woollen manufacture was once carried on, but it 
has been for some time abandoned, and the town has 
now no branch of nmnuiacture : the trade is prind- 
pally in malt, of which a great quantity is made, 
the soil in the neighbourhood being favourable to 
the growth of barley; and some business is also 
transacted in timber, which is brought firom the 
counties of Hereford and Radnor, and in coal, con- 
veyed by land-carriage from the Clee Hill, in Shrop- 
shire, and also from Monmouthshure^ by a railroad 
to Kington, in Herefordshire, and thence by land- 
carriage to this town. A portion of traflSc arises also 
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from its situatioii ou the turnpike* roads leading from 
New Radnor to Leominster, and from Knighton to 
Kington ; and the neighbourhood for five miles round 
is chiefly supplied wi^ grocery, drapery, iron«-work, 
and shop goods in genera], from this place, which 
has become a central dep6t for those articles. The 
market was until lately on Saturday, but in May 
1841, the time was altered to Tuesday; and furs 
are held on February dth. May 9th, June 20th, 
October Idth, and December 11th: a fair was some 
years ago attempted to be established, but without 
success, on the 20th of June, being the day on which 
a celebrated wake occurs upon the neighbouring 
eminence of Warden. 

This place is a borough by prescription; and 
there is a crown manor, styled *Uhe Lordship, Manor, 
and Borough of Presteign," comprising the township 
of Presteig^ and the chapelry or Discoed. It has a 
bailiff and two constables, the former appointed an- 
nually at the court leet of the crown, but ezercisinff 
no magisterial authority. The township is divided 
into the wards of High-street, St. David's-street, 
Broad-street, and Hereford-street, of which the two 
first and the two last collect their poor's rates jointly, 
and the whole are united for the maintenance of the 
poor. The borough formerly demanded to be con- 
tributory to New Hadnor, in the return of a member 
to parliament ; but this claim to exercise the elective 
franchise was rejected by the House of Commons, 
in 1690, on the assertion of the right, from which, 
according to the prevailing tradition among the in- 
habitants, they had been previously excluded, on 
refusing to assist in supporting their representative. 
But linder the '* Reform Act" of 1832, the township 
of Presteign, and the chapelry of Discoed, compre- 
hending aU that part of the parish situated within the 
county of Radnor, together with a small tract of the 
Herefordshire portion of it, on the banks of the Lug, 
immediately opposite the town, of which it contains 
a small suburb, called Frc^-street, form a contri- 
butory borough with those ot KevenUeece, Knighton, 
Cnwclas, and Rhaiadr, in returning a member for 
the town of Radnor. There being no freemen, the 
right of election is vested exclusivdy in every person 
of full age, occupying, either as owner or as tenant 
under the same landlord, a house or other premises 
of the annual value of not less than ten pounds, pro- 
vided he be capable of registering as the act directs : 
the limits of the borough are minutely defined in the 
Appendix ; the number of voters within the Radnor- 
shire portion is a hundred and forty. 

In the d5th and d6th of Henry VIII. a statute was 
passed, ordaining that the county courts^ which had 
been previously held alternately at New Radnor and 
at Rhaiadr, should be thereafter held alternately at 
New Radnor and at Presteign, in consequence of a 
sheriff having been resisted in the execution of his 
duty, and killed in a tumult at Rhaiadr ; and it was 
subsequently arranged that the courtsof assize should 
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be held invariably at this place, where also the quarter- 
sessions are held. The sheriff's courts are held here 
alternately with New Radnor. Presteign is likewise, 
by the 2nd and drd of William IV., c. 64, constituted 
a polling-station for the election of the county re- 
presentative. The shire^haU^ erected in 1829, at an 
expense of £5000, defrayed by the county, is a 
handsome and commodious edifice of brick and stone, 
with a stuccoed front ; and consists of a centre and 
two wings, the former ornamented with four equi- 
distant pilasters of the Tuscan order, supporting an 
entablature and cornice, and the latter having each a 
receding portico, supported by three Tuscan columns. 
The centre comprises the court for holding the assizes 
and sessions, which is conveniently arranged; the 
north wing contains an apartment for the grand jury, 
a withdrawing-room for tlie petty jury, offices for the 
clerk of the peace, and apartments for the house- 
keeper ; and tne south wing includes a suite of apart- 
ments intended for the accommodation of the judges, 
consisting of two bed-rooms, with dressing-rooms at- 
tached, a dining-room and a drawing-room, each 
thirty feet long, twenty wide, and sixteen in height 
But the recent alteration in the Welsh judicature has 
rendered these preparations less necessary, as the 
judges seldom protract their stay in the town beyond 
two days, and the apartments, which have not been 
yet furnished, are not likely to be occupied for that 
purpose. The county gaoU comprising also the house 
of correction for the county, was built in 1820, on 
the east side of the town, at an expense of £3500, 
and contains three wards for the classification of pri- 
soners, and, including the apartments for debtors, 
thirty-five sleeping cells, four day-rooms, and four 
airing-yards ; toe prisoners sentenced to hard labour 
are employed in oreaking stones, there being no 
tread-wheel; the whole b inclosed within a wall 
eighteen feet high, and the entrance is between 
two massive three-quarter columns, supporting an 
entablature. 

The LIVING is a rectory, with the chapelry of 
Discoed annexed, rated in the king^s books at £20 ; 
present net income, £795, with a glebe- house ; 
patron. Earl of Oxford. The impropriate tithes 
having been forfeited to the crown by the feoffees of 
St Antholine's, London, in the 15th of Charles I., 
in consequence of their purchasing impropriations for 
the purpose of maintaining ^* factious and seditious 
lectures," were granted by that monarch to the Rev. 
John Scull, B.D., rector of this parish, and to his 
successors for ever; the gift was revoked after the 
decapitation of that sovereign, but was confirmed by 
Charles II., in the first year of his reign. The 
cAurchj dedicated to St. Andrew, is a spacious and 
handsome structure, partly in the decorated, and 
partly in the later style of English architecture, with 
a square western tower, strengthened with buttresses 
at the angles, and surmounted by a turret at one of 
them, and by pinnacles at the other three. The in- 
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terior consists of a nave, chancel, and two aisles, the 
south aisle extending the whole length of the build- 
ing, and forming a second chancel, which is claimed 
by the parishioners as their property; the nave is 
separated from the aisles by a series of six pointed 
arches on each side, resting upon octagonal pillars* 
The altar-piece is embellished with some fine tapes- 
try, representing the entry of our Saviour into Jeru- 
salem, the colours of which, though not vivid, harmo- 
nize well, and the whole is in a state of good pre- 
servation ; above it is an inscription, recording the 
name of the donor, Richard de Brampton Parva^ in 
hac parochia Amuy 1737; this was Richard Owen, 
who also gave two silver salvers, to hold the bread at 
the communion. There are four small galleries, and 
in that at the west end is an organ, presented, in 
1819, by the late Robert Edwards, of tne town. In 
the chancel are some handsome monuments to the 
memory of several deceased members of the feunilies 
of Owen, Price, and Davies. There are places of 
worship for Baptists and Wesleyan Methodists. 

The Free grammar school was founded in 1565, in 
the reign of Elizabeth, by John Beddoes, formerly a 
clothier of the town, who endowed it with some 
houses, and with seventy-seven acres of land, in the 
township of Presteign, now producing £130 per 
annum, and vested in trustees. The school-house is 
situated in David's-street, and capable of containing 
above 60 children, that number being at present in- 
structed ; and to the rear is a piece of ground occu- 
pied, with other portions of the charity land, by the 
master, who has the whole proceeds and manage- 
ment of the property. There are four day schools, 
containing about 75 children, instructed at their 
parents' expense ; and in two Sunday schools, sup- 
ported by subscription, about 108 males and females 
are taught Numerous charitable donations and be- 
quests for the relief of the poor, and for various other 
purposes, exist, of which the following are the prin- 
cipal. Nicholas Taylor^ Sen.^ Esq.^ gave £30 for ap- 
prenticing a boy or girl, to which £20 were after- 
wards added by Lis son, who also bequeathed £30 to 
buy clothing for the poor. Ambrose Meredith^ of 
Napleton, in 1640, gave one-half of two parcels of 
land, and a cottage with a garden, for apprenticing 
children, and the other half to the poor generally ; 
but this charity has been lost Sir Thomas Street^ of 
Worcestershire, one of the judges on the circuit, gave 
£20, forfeited by William Whitcomb, high sheriff of 
Radnorshire, for his non-appearance at the assizes, 
towards apprenticing seven children. Maraaret Price, 
of Pilleth, left £36. 18. 6., in 1667, the interest 
for apprenticing a boy, and for purchasing clothing 
to be given to two poor people annually ; and this 
sum, together with bequests of £50 by Mary Lewis ; 
£30, in 1775, by Richard Carter; £50, in 1774, by 
Edward Price^ Esq., of Aylesbury; and £20, in 1800, 
by the Rev. James Bull; has been invested in the 
Radnorshire turnpike trust, producing £9. 8. 5. per 
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annum, which is distributed about E^ter in bread or 
money among the poor generally. £llen Harris, of 
London, in 1 630, left the yearly sum of £4, of wUcb 
four marks were to be paid for four sermons, one 
mark to be distributed among the poor on the days 
those sermons were delivered, and one mark to toe 
churchwardens of the parish, who, however, bestow 
their share upon the poor. John Maithews, of 
Clerkenwell, London, bequeathed £50 to be lent 
without interest, for two years, to five or six trades- 
men ; £2. 12. per annum to be given in bread to the 
poor ; and a fund for the distribution of six coats and 
six Bibles to children : the loan fund has been lost, 
but the other charities, charged upon nine freehold 
houses in Clerkenwell Close, and amounting to £5, 
are equally divided between the Radnor and Here- 
ford districts of the parish. John Ecdeston, Esq., of 
the town, gave £50 for the erection of some small 
houses, as rent-free residences for the poor. TTiomas 
Cornwall, Baron Burford, and lord of Stwleton and 
Lugharnes, gave several sums of money forfeited to 
him as lord of the manor, and amounting to £8. 12.; 
and Nicholas Scarlet, of die town, gave a rent-chai^^e 
of £2 to the poor. Jane Price, in 1774, bequeathed 
a rent-charge of £10. 8., which, according to her 
directions, is expended in distributing 24 twopenny 
loaves of bread every Sunday morning among as 
many indigent women. Littleton. Powell, Esq., of 
Stanage, one of the six clerks in Chancery, gave a 
laree silver flagon for holding the sacramental wine, 
weighing seventy-four ounces three drachms, and 
valued at £25, to the church. Giles Whitehall, Esq., 
of the Moor, gave to the township of Presteign an 
engine with twelve leathern buckets, for extinguishing 
fires in the town ; and also, in 1736, a rent-cnarge of 
£3, of which £1 was to be paid to the minister for 
preaching a sermon on every 3 1st of March, and the 
residue expended in bread among such poor as at- 
tended; but the whole is now disposed of in that 
manner, the minister declining to take any portion* 
The poor law union, of which this town is the head, 
was formed November 8th, 1836, and comprises the 
following 16 parishes and townships; namely, PreS' 
teign, Discoed, part of Cascob, Whitton, Norton, and 
Piueth, in the county of Radnor; and Coombe, 
Litton with part of Cascob, Rod with Nash and 
Little Brampton, Stapleton with Frog-street, Willeyj 
Byton, Lingen, Knill, and Upper and Lower Km- 
sham, in the county of Hereford : it is under the 
superintendence of 17 guardians, and the Radnor- 
shire portion contains a population of 2837. X)f| 
Richard Lucas, master of the free grammar school 
at Abergavenny, and subsequently vicar of St. 
Stephen*s, Coleman-street, London, and lecturer of 
St. Olave's, Southwark, a popular preacher of his 
time, was born in this town. A curious custom pr^ 
vails here on Shrove-Tuesday, which is observed by 
one party pulling a rope upwards, and another down- 
wards, to the river, the successful party retaining ^^ 
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rope in token of victory ; and it is predicted, that if 
the party pulling the rope upward prevail, min will 
be cneap that year, but, if it go down, it will be dear. 

PRIESTHOLME ISLAND, county of An- 
6LE8EY, North Wales. — See Penmon. 

PRION, withCLiciEDiQ, a hamlet, in the parish 

ofLLANRHAIADR-IN-KjNMERCH, hundredoflSALED, 

county of Denbigh, North Wales, Smiles (s.s. w.) 
from Denbigh : the population is included in the re- 
turn for the parish. This hamlet was formerly as- 
sessed with those of Cliciedig Isav and Uchav, for 
die joint maintenance of the poor, but now there is a 
general assessment for the parish* A river rises in 
the hilly part of it, from two sources, after the union 
of the waters from which it sinks under ground, and 
does not appear again, until it bursts forth in a co- 
pious stream from a limestone rock at the well of 
St Dyvnog, near the parochial church. 

PRISK (PRYSC), with Carvan, a township, 
in the parish of Llandewy-Brevi, union of Tre- 
garon, upper division of the hundred of Pen- 
arth, county of Cardigan, South Wales; con- 
taining 150 inhabitants. These names signify a 
coppice on the ridge of an eminence, in allusion to 
the situation of the township. The population is ex- 
clusively agricultural ; the tithes, payable to impro- 
priators, have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£70, subject to rates, averaging £7 per annum. 
There is a Sunday school supported by voluntary 
contributions, and containing thirty* two males and 

PRYSG (Y PRYSG), with Killey, a parcel, 
in the parish of Llangattock, hundred of Crick- 
howel, county of Brecknock, South Wales, 2^ 
miles (8.W.) from Crickhowel : the population, which 
has much increased within the last twenty years, is 
included in the return for the parish. This place is 
situated on the right bank of the river Usk, and one 
of the roads from Abergavenny to Crickhowel passes 
through it. The Brecknock canal intersects it in a 
line parallel with the river, and the neighbourhood 
contains some pleasing residences, whereof the prin- 
cipal is Dan-y-Park, to which was formerlv attached 
an extensive demesne, now partly divided into culti- 
vated inclosures. There are numerous limestone 
<juarrie8, and much of their produce is burned into 
lime, which is conveyed by the Brecknock canal to 
various places along its banks. At the south-western 
extremity of the district, on the banks of the Ebbwy 
Vawr stream, which separates it from Monmouth- 
shire, are situated the Beaufort iron-works, from 
which railways diverge across the mountains to the 
Gilv&ch coal-pits and to the Brecknock canal. 

PUNCHESTON, aparish, in the union of 
Haverfordwest, hundred of Kemmes, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 12 miles (n. n. e ) 
from Haverfordwest; containing 255 inhabitants. 
This parish is also called *< Castell Mael," probably 
from an ancient encampment, of which tnere are 
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still some vestiges, comprises a considerable tract of 
arable and pasture land, the greater portion inclosed 
and in a ffood state of cultivation. The surface is 
boldly undulated, in some parts rising into moun- 
tainous elevations ; and the soil is various, but in the 
low grounds fertile and productive : of the rateable 
annual value the return made amounts to £858. 1. 9. 
The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king's 
books at £5. 6. 8.; present net income, £101, with 
a glebe-house ; patron. Rev. James Williams James. 
The church, dedicated to St Miury, is not remark- 
able for any architectural details. There are meeting- 
houses for Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists ; and 
the Society of Friends had formerly a place of inter- 
ment Two Sunday schools, containing about 200 
males and females, are gratuitously conducted by 
dissenters; books are furnished sometimes by the 
Sunday School Society, and sometimes by collec- 
tions. In this parish was Martel, the ancient seat of 
the family of Summons, before their removal to 
Llanstinan, of which nothing now exists but the site. 
The remains of the encampment above noticed oc- 
cupy the summit of a rocky eminence, inaccessible 
on one side by the precipitous steepness of the ac- 
clivity, and defended on the other sides by a deep 
intrenchment The Rev. Mr. Gambold, fother of 
the bishop of that name, and the compiler of a Welsh, 
Latin, and English Dictionary, was for some years 
rector. 

PWLLCROCHON (PWLL-CROCHAN), a 
parish, in the hundred of Castlemartin, union and 
county of Pembroke, South Wales, 5^ miles 
(w. by N.) from Pembroke; containing 212 inhabit- 
ants. This parish is situated on the south side of 
Milford Haven, which encircles a considerable por- 
tion of it ; and is bounded on the east and south-east 
by the parish of Monkton, and on the west and south- 
west by that of Rhoscrowther. It contains by ad- 
measurement 1600 acres, of which about 1200 are in 
pasture and meadow, 300 arable, and 100 under 
furze ; the soil is of a red clayey quality, and the chief 
agricultural produce consisto of barley, wheat, and 
oats. Limestone is found, and two small quarries 
are worked, chiefly for private use ; a small creek of 
Milford Haven affords great facility for conveying 
the produce to its destination. The return maae of 
the rateable annual value of the parish amounts to 
£1119. 3. The living is a rectorv, rated in the 
king's books at £9. 12. 11., and in the patronage of 
the Crown: the amount of rent-charge in lieu of 
tithes is £175; and there is a glebe of 9 acres, valued 
at £9. 9. per annum; also a glebe-house. The 
church, dedicated to St Mary, is a venerable struc- 
ture, in the decorated style of English architecture, 
erected in the fourteenth century by Radulph fiene- 
ger, then incumbent of the parish, who was interred 
m the south aisle, where his effigy is placed in a 
recess, with the inscripUon in old Norman characters. 
Hie jacet Radulphut Beneger^ Hujus ecciesuB rector. 
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On a tablet inserted in the wall is also a complimen- 
tary tribute in Latin verse ; and in the outer angle 
of the north transept is the inscription, also Norman, 
A, D, 1342, Erat iita Ecclesia amstructa de novOf cum 
eapella ista^ per Madulphum Beneffevy qui rexit eccle^ 
siam per annos • . • . In the churchyard a skirmish 
took place in 1648^ during the civil war in the reign 
of Charles I., between the royalist and parliamentary 
forces. There is a place of worship for Welsh 
Calvinistic Methodists. George Meares, Esq., of 
West Pennar, in the parish, in 1765, endowed a day 
school with £12 per annum, payable out of the West 
Pennar estate, and a house, piece of meadow land, 
and garden, rent-free, for the instruction of twelve 
children of the neighbourhood, in addition to which 
number, a few are taught at their parents' expense ; 
the school-house, containing two rooms below and 
two above, which had been previously built by the 
above-named gentleman, is kept in repair by the 
present proprietor of West Pennar, John Mirehouse, 
Esq., the common-sergeant, London, who has the 
nomination of the master and children. Two pounds 
of the endowment are reserved for providing books. 
There is also a Sunday school, in which are thirty 
males and females, supported at the sole cost of the 
rector. 

PWLLHELI, a borough, sea-port, and market- 
town, and the head of a union, in the parish of Denio, 
hundred of Gaflogion, county of Carnarvon, 
North Wales, 20 miles (s. s.w.) from Carnarvon, 
and, through that town, 271 (w. n. w.) from Lon- 
don : the population, amounting to 2355, is returned 
as that of the parish of Denio, with the limits of 
which those of the ancient borough are co-extensive. 
This place derives its name, signifying literally the 
*^ Salt Pool," from the small bay on the eastern side 
of the great promontory of Lleyn, on the shore of 
which it is situated, and which torms the estuary of 
several streams, that pour their waters through it 
into the northern part of the wide and stormy luiy of 
Cardigan. Edward the Black Prince granted this 
place, together with Nevin, to Nigel de Lohareyn, in 
consideration of his numerous services, particularly as 
a reward for his fidelity and valour at the battle of 
Poictiers ; and by charter dated at Carnarvon, in the 
fifteenth year after his accession to the principality 
of Wales, he incorporated the inhabitants, upon whom 
he conferred all the privileges of a free borough, with 
exemption from toll in England and Wales, and the 
right of a mercatorial guild, a market, and two an- 
nual fairs, stipulating that they should pay to Nigel 
not less than £14 per annum ; all whidi immunities 
were subsequently confirmed by Edward III., in the 
33rd year of his reien. 

The TOWN is well built, amply supplied with water, 
paved, and lighted. The surrounding scenery com- 
prehends many features of grandeur and of tieauty ; 
and the view from the town, embracing the whole 
extent of the Snowdon mountains, the Merioneth- 
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shire hills, and Cardigan bay, is tral]r magnificeiit 
The waste lands in this and the adjoining parishei 
were inclosed pursuant to an act of parliament ob- 
tained for that purpose in the 48th of George III., 
under the authority of which two embankments were 
constructed, one on each side of the town, at an ex- 
pense of £10,000, by means of which three thooood 
acres have been recovered from the sea, and are now 
under cultivation. The situation of the town is weU 
adapted for carrying on an extenrive commeroe with 
Liverpool, South Wales, and Dublin ; but it has 
now only a small coasting trade. The harbour, 
which is entered by a high round rock, called Car- 
reg-yr-Imbill, or " the rock of the Gimlet," and ac- 
cessible to vessels of one hundred tons' burthen at all 
states of the tide, has been in some degpree injured by 
the embankments above noUced, and from neglect ii 
nearly choked up. The commerce consists entirely 
in the importation of coal and of shop goods from 
Liverpool, for the supply of which to the surround- 
ing country Pwllheli forms a great dep6t, and is 
thus, though small, rendered a flourishinpr jrfaoe. 
The market, on Wednesday, is well supplied with 
fish, poultry, eggs, butchers' meat, and all other 
kinds of provisions, which are cheaper here than in 
any other town on the coast of North Wales; and, 
there being no other market near, it is resorted to 
even by persons living at the furthest extremitjr of 
the promontory of Lleyn, a distance of twenty miles. 
Fairs are held on March 5th, May 18th, June 28tfa) 
Aug. 19th, Sept. 24th, and Nov. 11th. 

The GOVERNMENT, by the charter of Edward the 
Black Prince, confirmed by fklward III., Henry IV., 
v., and VI., Edward IV., Richard III., Henry VIL 
and VIII., Edward VL, and by Mary, and Eliw 
beth, was vested in a mayor, recorder, two bailifls; 
and an indefinite number of burgesses, assisted by a 
town steward, a sergeant-at-mace, and other officers. 
The mayor, who held his oflice for life, and the 
senior bailifi*, who was chosen annually on the 29th of 
Septernber, were i^pointed by the bui^esses at larg^ 
who also nominated the junior bailiff, and elected 
annually to all the other offices ; but the nominatii^ 
of the junior bailiff was subject to the approval of 
the mayor, who also chose the recorder. By the 
act of the 6th and 6th of William IV., c 76, the cor- 
poration is now styled the <^ Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses," and consists of a mayor, four aldermen, 
and twelve councillors, forming the council of the 
borough, of which the munidmil and parliamentary 
boundaries are the same. The council elect the 
mayor annually on November 9th from among the 
aldermen or councillors ; and the aldermen^ tnen- 
nially out of the councillors, or persons qualifi^ ^ 
such, one^third going out of office every three 7*^ 
but re-eligible : the councillors are chosen, on No- 
vember 1st, by and out of the enrolled burgesses* 
The aldermen and councillors must have each a p^^ 
perty qualification of £500, or be rated at £1^ ^* 



nnal raliie. The borEMses conaist of the occapien town, at an expense of £1600, thongh fuoerals 

of houses and shops mio hare beeo rated for three nevertheless continue to be solemnized at the old 

Years to the relief of the poor, if resident house- church of Denio. There are placet of worship for 

nolders within seven miles; and a valid title to be a Independents, Calrinistic and Wesleyan Methodists, 

burress is acquirable by descent, marriage, marriage- and Presbyterians. The Rev. Hugh Jones, in 1695, 

settlement, devise, or promotion to any benefice or bequeathed to Griffith Vaughan £1000 in trust, to 

office, in which case the occupancy and payment of appropriate £200 of that sum to the erection of a 

rates by the predecessor may be reckoned. Two house in such place in either of the counties of 

auditors and two assessors are elected anuuatly on Anglesey, Carnarvon, or Merioneth, as he should 

March Ist by and from amone the burgesses; and think tit, and to vest ^e remaining £800 in the pur- 

tbe council appoint a town-clerE, treasurer, and other chase of land for the endowment of a school for the 

officers on November 9th. gratuitous instruction of all poor boj'S of either of 

This is one of the contributory boroughs which, those counties. The school-bouse was built at 

with Carnarvon, return a member to parliament ; the Pwllheli ; but the money, never having been applied 

elective franchise was conferred in the 27th of Henry to the purchase of land, still remains in the hands of 

VIII. The right of election was formeriy in the his descendant, the Hon. Edward Mostyn Lloyd 

buif^esses at large, a hundred in number, but is now Mostyn, who appoints the master, and pays the m- 

vested in the resident ones only (of whom there are terest of the anm as a salary ; there are at present 

seventy within a distance oi seven miles), if duly 45 boys in the establishment The rent of some 

qualified accwding to the provisions of the act ; and land in the parish, which was bequeathed to the poor, 

in every person of full age occupying, either as is annually distributed among them at Christmas. 

owner or as tenant under the same landlord, a house The mar law union, of which this town is the head, 

or other premises of the annual value of at least ten was formed June 3rd, 1837, and comprises (he fol- 

pounds, provided he be capable of registering as the lowing 82 parishes and townships ; namely, Aber- 

act directs : the number of tenements of this value, daron, BMverin, BH^croes, Lland^;wining, Llanen- 

within the limits of the borough, which have been gan, Llanvaelrb^ Llanrwoadl, Meylltyrn, Penll^h, 

altered by the late act, and are minutely dettuled in Rhiw, Ab»eirch, B&^aen, Ceidio, Edem, LJan- 

the Appendix, is a hundred and fifteen. A court is dudwen, Llaniestyn, Llannor, Nevin, Pistill, Tyd- 

held every alternate Saturday, for the determination weiliog, Criccieth, Llanarmon, Lhu^bi, Llanys- 

of all pleas and recovery ot debts under 40s; ; and Wndwy, Bottwnog, Camgiwcli, Denio, Llanbedrt^, 

petty-sessions are held here by the county ma^trates. Llanvihangel-BSciielleth, Llangian, Penrhos, and 

By the act of 1882, for "Amending the Repre- Llanelhaiarn. It is under the superintendence of 

•entation," Pwllheli has been constituted a polling- 41 gnardians, and contains a population of 21,609. 
place fertile election of Uie knight of ttie shire. The PWLLYWRACH {PWLL-Y- WRACH), a 

town-hall,erectedin 1818,isaneatsnbstantialedifice, hamlet^ in the parish and hundred of TAlqarth, 

tiie lower part appropriated on the market days as county of Brecknock, South Wales, 4 miles 

shambles, and the upper part containing an excellent (s. e, by s.) from Talgarth; containing 171 inhabit- 

assembly-room, and a room in which the netty-ses- ants. This hamlet, tlie name of which signifies 

aions are held. The borough and county prison, with " the hag's pool," lies in a deep valley, formed by 

two cells, wM built a few years since at an expense the Talgfuth mountain on the east, and that of 

tii abont £240, of which £200 were contributed by Mynydd Troed on the west, and at the source of the 

the shire, and £40 bv the corporation, on whose RhiangoU stream, which afterwards pursues its course 

ground the house stands. Previously to the passing into the Vale of Llanvihengel-Cwm-dlj. The rate- 

of the iDclosnTe act already noticed, the corporation able annual value has been returned at £947: the 

possessed a very valuable tract of land, their private commutation of the tithes of the hamlet is included 

property, which, however, being waste, was nnder in one made for ute borough of Talgarth, and the 

that act taken by the ctMimissioners and sold, the hamlets of Trevecca antf ^ 

borough receiving in lieu only a trifiing allotment PYLE, with Kenv 

called the Gimlet rock. The land thus inclosed, Bridoend and Cowi 

designated the Great Marsh, was used fay the in- castle, county of Gt 

habilnnts for depasturing sheep, cows, horses, &c, 11^ miles (s. 8. s.) frot 

and was of much advantage to tne poorer classes ; and sively of Kenvig, 803 ii 

that it was the Intimate possession of the corpora- a chapelry attached to 

tion is evident from the ract that leases have oeen since the devastation of 

granted by them of parts of it at various periods, as of its church bv an inon 

ue old books of the town clearly show. in the artide tnereon, U 

The parochial church, situated about half a mile to the livings consolidated 

the north of the town, being very small and much chapel of Pyle has be 

dilapidated, a new edifice has been erected in the The two places are neai 
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Pyle Dov runs the turnpike-road from Cardiff to peraona to har« been derived from the circumslaiiee 

Swansea, which formerly passed through Kenvig, of the little river Somergill nnkin^ into the earth 

but was diverted from its ori^nal course after toe in its vicinity, and pursuing a subterraneous course 

devastation of the borough. The village, though for a considerable distance. Others, however, ci»i- 

small, has a neat and pleasing appearance, and sider that the original appellation was Maes Hyvaidd, 

contains a handsome and capacious inn erected by and that the district was so called from having be- 

the late J. M. Talbot, Esq. Near the church, on the longed to Hyvaidd, son of Caradoc Vraicbvnis, tfae 

estate of C. R. M.Talbot, Esq., is a quarry of excel- prince of the country. Though at present little 

lent building-stone, from which that employed in the more than an inconsiderable village, it was andendy 



erection of the spacious mansion in Mar^un Park, a place of some importance, and most probably owed 

belonging to Mr. Talbot, was taken. The living is its origin to the erection of a castle here by the 

a discnarged vicarage, rated in the king's books at Mortimers, for the protection of the territories thej 

£A. 8. IH., and in the patronage of the Crown; had acquired in this part of the principality. Thu 

present net income, £9.'> ; impropriator, Mr. Talbot, castle, which was of considerable strength, occupied 

The church, dedicated to St. James llie Apostle, is a an eminence northward above the town, commanding 

handsome structure, appropriately fitted up for the the passage from the mountains into the open conotry, 

accommodation of the parishioners. There is a and, from its situation on the border, the town wai 

place of worship for Calvinistic Methodists; and fortiBed with walls having four strong gates, and 

about 35 children daily (chiefly boys), and from 60 surrounded by a deep moat. In lltiS, Baldwin, 

to 70 on Sundays, are instructed at the expense of archbishop of Canterbury, accompanied by Giraldus 

their parents in a school appertaining to that denomi- Cambrensis, on his mission to preach the crusades 

nation. Mr. Thomas Lougher, in 1744, bequeathed throughout Wales, began his lanours at this place, 

£50, and Mr. John Waters, in 1515, left £20, which to which he was attended by Ranulph de Glanviiie, 

sums with other monies have been invested in the justiciary of England, and where he was received 

purchase of land producing £8. 4. 11. per annum, oy Rh^s ab Grufydd, Prince of South Wale^ and 

which is distributed at Christmas among the poor, several other Welsh chieftains; and at this town 

Near the church is a spring called Coilwyn Well, commences Giraldus' Itinerary. In the following 

the water of which has been long celebrated for its year, Rbfs ab Grufydd, having made a formidable 

medicinal properties. incursion into the English marches, assaulted and 

took possession of the castle, which he resolutely 

defended against Sir Roger Mortimer, who came to 

Q its relief with a considerable body of well-anned 

veteran forces. All the efforts of Sir Roger to 

retake the fortress proved unavailing ; and the troops 

QUARTER-MAWR, with Gwydhe, a hamlet, of Rhjs, sallying from the castle, entered into close 

in the parish of Llanthoybaint, lower division of action with the English forces, whom they ultimately 

the hundred of Perveth, couoty of Carmarthen, drove from the field after an obstinate and san- 

SouTH Wales: the population is returned with the guinary conflict. In 1217, King John, in resent- 

parish. It lies on the borders of the Black Moun> ment of Llewelyn ab lorwerth's abandonment of his 

tains, which separate Carmarthenshire from Breck- interests, laid siege to the castle, which he demo- 

nockshire. lished; but it was soon afterwards rebuilt by the 

English, from whom it was taken by Llewelvn id 
j> 1231. It was besieged, in 1263, by tne confederate 
forces of Llewelyn ab Grufydd, Prince of NoHh 
Wales, and the two sons of the celebrated Simon de 
RADNOR (NEW), Montfort, and, being taken, wasburntto theground; 
or MAESYVED, a b<>- but, though no further account of it occurs in the 
rough and pariah, in the mean time, it was probably rebuilt, for its final de- 
union of Kinoton, hav struction, together with laying the town in ruins, a 
ingexclusivejurisdiction, stated, in the charter granted by Queen Elizabeth, to 
ana formerly of sufficient have been effected by Owain Glyndwr, who, in 1401, 
importance to have given haviug posted himself on Plinlimmon hill, thence 
its uame to the county of despatched his forces on plundering excursions, dur- 
Radnor, South Wales, ing which they destroyed the abbey of Cwm Hir, lu 
8 miles (w. s. t.) firom Radnorshire, and took the castle of Radnor, cau«i>K 
Presteign, and 157 (w. the whole garriso|i, to the number of sixty men, to 
N. w.) from London ; con- be beheaded on the brink of the castle vara, 
taintng 478 inhabitants. Its Welsh name, signify- By an act of the 27th of Henry VIIl., New Rul- 
ing " the imbibing meadow," is supposed by some nor was constituted the shire town of the newly 



R ADN RADN 

erected county of Radnor; and the asrizes and qnar- and twenty-five capital bui^esses, assisted by a re- 
ter-sessions were appointed to be held alternately oorder, coroner, town-clerk, two chamberlains, two 
here and at Rhaiadr ; but, by subsequent acts of the serjeants-«t-mace, and other officers; and the style of 
d5th and 36th of the same reiffn, these courts were the corporation is ** The Bailiflf, Aldermen, and Bur- 
ordered to be held alternately here and at Presteign, gesses of the borough of New Radnor.'' The bailiff 
to which latter town the assizes were subsequently and aldermen are annually elected from the capital 
wholly removed, and still invariably take place there, burgesses by a majority of that body, on the Monday 
Leland, describing New Radnor in the time of after the feast of the Holy Cross ; the recorder, who 
Henry VHL, states that the ruins of the four gates holds his office for life, and all the other officers of 
were then remaining in the walls; that the castle the corporation, are also appointed by the capital 
was in ruins, with the exception of part of the gate, burgesses. The capital burgesses must be chosen 
which had been repaired ; that there was an old from among the burgesses livmg within the borough, 
church near the castle, then used as a chapel; and and lose their privileges on becoming non-resident; 
that not far from it was a new parochial church, built no person who is non-resident can Be made a bur- 
by William Bachefield and Flory his wife. Accord- gess. 

ing to Speed's map, in 1610, the town appears to The corporation formerly possessed considerable 
have had at that time three principal streets, extend- revenues. By the charter of Elizabeth extensive 
ing parallel with each other, in a direction from east grants were made, as already noticed ; and by that 
to west, and four smaller streets, intersecting them of George H., the borough of New Radnor and the 
at right angles, exclusively of four short streets manor of Radnor Foren, with certain tenements, 
leading from the upper street to the church and rents, &c, were bestowed, subject to a fee-farm rent 
castle. Since that period, however, it has dwindled of £37. 8. 1^., payable to the crown. But the cor- 
into an insignificant village. ^^ In times past," says poration do not appear to have ever derived any 
Camden, ^< it was firmly fenced with a wall and benefit of much importance from this property ; and 
castle, but after that Owen Glendwrdtvy (that notable as owners of the waste lands in the manor, the only 
rebel) had burnt it, it began by litde and little to emolument they receive is that arising from an allot- 
decrease and grow to decay, tasting of the same for- ment not exceeding ten acres, under an inclosure 
tune as the mother thereof did before (I mean Old act of 1814, for the township of Llanvihangel-Nant- 
Radnor), which in the reira of King John, Rhys ap Melan, and another allotment of sixty acres, assigned 
Gryfiyn did set on fire." indeed, its sole importance agreeably with the provisions of an act for inclosing 
depended upon its existence as a border fortress; the common land m the parish of New Radnor, 
when it ceased to be such, Kington and Presteign Several houses and tenements, also, independently 
soon surpassed it as market-towns. of what is recited in the charter, were once held by 
- The present town is situated on the banks of the the corporation ; and fee-farm rents, which amountedf, 
small river Somergill, near its descent from the about half a century since, to not less than £40 per 
mountains into the Vale of Radnor, and consists only annum in the whole, were received : but no income 
of a few houses, built of a perishable slaty stone, and is now obtained from either of these sources. Indeed, 
of very mean appearance : the names of some of its the only available revenue, that of the tolls, is ab- 
ancient streets are still preserved, though others no sorbed in partially providing for the annual payment 
longer exist; vestiges of them, however, may still be of the above-mentioned charge of £37. 8. 1^., which 
traced among the gardens, but most have become is now the property of a private party, having been 
merely footpaths. With the exception of a few malt- alienated by the crown. In the time of George II., 
sters and handicraftsmen, the entire population is this rent-charge was in the possession of the Duke of 
engaged in agriculture. The market, formerly held Leeds, in whose family it continued till about the 
on Tuesday, after several ine£fectual attempts to re- year 18112, when it was sold for £1000, to the Right 
vive it, has altogether fallen into disuse : fairs take Hon. Thomas Frankland Lewis, the present owner, 
place on the Tuesday before Holy Thursday, the who, consequentiy^ and on account of large arrears, 
Tuesday after Trinity Sunday, August 14th, and is entiUed to the proceeds of the trifling property 
October 28th and 29th, which last is very numerously which the corporation still retain in their hands, 
attended. The town was a borough by prescrip- New Radnor, in conjunction with Kevenlleece, 
tion till the reign of Elizabeth, who, in her 4th year, Knighton, Cnwdas, ana Rhaiadr (to which Pres- 
granted the inhabitants a charter of incorporation, teign was added, by the act passed in 1832, to 
with many privileges, an extensive manor, and an << Amend the Representation''), returns a member to 
exclusive jurisdiction over a district nearly thirty parliament The right of election, heretofore vested 
miles in circumference. Under this charter, con- in the burgesses generally, is now, by the act, ex- 
firmed and extended by one of George II., in the tended to every male person of full age occupying, 
12th of his reign, which not only recites it, but like- either as owner or as tenant under the same land- 
wise mentions others "by divers lords of the marches," lord, a house or other premises of the annual value 
the government is vested in a bailiff, two aldermen, of not less than ten pounds, provided he be capable 
Vol. II.— 337 2 X 
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of registering as the act demands ; and the present 
numl^r of houses of this value^ within the limits of 
the borough (which were not altered by the Boun- 
dary Act), is a hundred and seventy : tlie bailiff is 
the returning officer.. The recorder, bailiff, and alder- 
men, and abo the bailiff and aldermen for the pre- 
ceding year, are justices of the peace for the borough, 
the jurisdiction of which extends exclusively over 
the whole of the parishes of New Radnor, Old Rad- 
nor, and Llanvihangel-Nant-Melan, and parts of 
those of Cascob and Llandegley. The corporation 
hold quarterly courts of session for the borough, on 
the Monday after the quarter-sessions for the county; 
on every Monday a court of petty- sessions, in which 
the bailiff presides, assbted by tne town-clerk; and 
a court for the recovery of debts and the determina- 
tion of pleas under the amount of forty shillings. 
The sheriff's court, for the recovery of debts not 
exceeding forty shillings, is held every month, alter- 
nately here and at Presteign. The court for the 
election of the knight of the shire may be held here, 
though it has not been so for nearly half a century : 
this IS, also» under the Boundary Act, one of tne 
polling-places. The town-hall, in which the various 
oourts are held, and the public business of the cor- 
poration transacted, is situated in the principal street; 
and opposite to it was a small prison tor the borough, 
consbting of two rooms and an airing-yard, instead 
of which a more commodious one has been lately 
built behind it 

The parish comprises from two thousand five hun- 
dred to three thousand acres: 1150 are rich loamy 
pasture land, and a fertile tract capable of producing 
good crops of corn, the whole inclosed; and about 
990 are in allotments : the upper part comprehends 
a portion of the mountain range of the forest of 
Radnor, consisting of about 360 acres, which is hilly; 
but the lower part of the parish is partly flat and 
partly undulated. The living is a rectory, rated in 
the king's books at £13. 10. 10., and in the patronage 
of the Crown ; net income, £304, with a glebe of three 
acres in the parish, and twelve of hilly ground allotted 
under an indosure act. The churchy dedicated to 
St Mary, and situated on the declivity of a lofty hill 
to the north of the town, is an ancient structure, 
roofed with tiles, with a handsome square tower, 
strengthened by buttresses, and containing five bells; 
the body consists of a nave, chancel, and aisle, but is 
in rather a dilapidated condition; part appears to 
rest on the foundation of a more ancient building : 
the old church mentioned by Leland is no longer in 
existence. In 1788, Mr. John Greeny of Hereford, 
bequeathed £300, for the purpose of raising a fund 
of £10 per annum as a sakry for a schoolnmster, to 
teach fifteen boys of this parish and five of that of 
Gl^scomb, and £3 for^ buying bread for industrious 
houaekeepersi to be distributed on the first Sunday 
in every month ; the residue, if any, to be applied to 
purchasing cloths for the pulpit, desk, and altar^ fine 
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linen for the communion table, and a beane and pall 
for those willing to use the same. After the liita 
tor's death the bequest was lent on mortgage, and ia 
1817 was called in and laid out in the purdiaae of 
£498. 19. 2. three per cent consols ; and the interest 
accruing is £14. 19. 4., of which £10 are paid to a 
master for instructing 20 children, he b^ng afao 
allowed to take pay scholars, the whole of wboos are 
taught on the ground-floor of the town-hall ; £3 are 
distributed in 15 fourpenny loaves aaiong' 15 aged 
widows and men ; and the residue, £1. 19. 4^ is left 
to accumulate in the banker's hands, until a anflicient 
fund be formed to buy the hearse and other aitidcs 
specified in the will. There is a day school, wUdi 
contains 35 children, of whom 20 are taught by aid 
of Mr. Green's endowment, five by aid of a subacrip- 
tion of £5, from R. Price, Esq., and the rest mt 
paid for by their parents; and a Sunday achool of 
about 65 males and females, conducted chiefly by 
gratuitous teachers, is supported by contributioiii 
amounting to £6. 10. per annum, which are given to 
the mistress, who also superintends a smaU school 
held thrice a week to teach girls needlework, spell- 
ing, &C. An estate named Longney, in the coooty 
of Gloucester, was devised to the pariah by Mr. 
Henry Smithy of London, in 1627, the proceeds of 
which are distributed among the poor : beins' subject 
to the inundations of the river Severn, it varies 
greatly in its value, which fluctuates from £7 to jEI5 
per annum. A bequest of £50, by an uDknown 
donor, was allowed to accumulate, with its int^^st, 
in consequence of a suit in the Court of Exchequer, 
until it amounted to £104. 7. three per cent consols, 
the interest of which, £3. 2. 6., after three or four 
years' addition, is expended in the purchase of fuel, 
which is distributed among the settled poor. Among 
the lost charities may be enumerated one of £40, by 
John Bedwardj in 1668, and called the Vron charity, 
from a supposed rent-charge bought on that property 
with the amount; and another of £5, by Thomas 
Ecdestojij in the same year, which is thought to have 
been distributed soon after the testator's death. 

Of the ancient castle^ which occupied the summit 
of a lofty eminence to the north-east of the town, 
there are only some inconsiderable vestiges. The 
walls of the structure, which was of ffreat strength, 
comprised a quadrilateral area, divided into an outer 
and an inner ward; and at the north-eastern and 
north-western angles were square massive towers; 
the entrance, which was on the south aide, was de- 
fended by a similar tower at the south-western angle; 
and to the east were two circular towers of smaller 
dimensions. Some workmen digging on the site, in 
1773» discovered six or seven arches of good ma- 
sonry, which appeared to have supported a range of 
the principal buildings; the outer intrenchments are 
still in ^ood preservation. The course of the waBs 
by whida the town was surrounded may be easily 
traced by the remains of their foundations, and m 
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the deep moat on the oatside. About a mile from 
the town, and near die western extremity of the 
parish, the vale of the small river SoDiergill is inter- 
sected by an intrenched dyke; and in a narrow defile, 
about two miles to the west of the town, and in the 
parish of LlanTihangeWNant-Melan, is a curious and 
interesting eatcade^ called ^* Water break its neck." 
Immediately to the north of the town is the high 
mountainous tract forming the forest of Radnor, on 
which numerous flodu of riieep are bred, and from 
one of the summits of which, named WimMe^ is a 
view of great extent over several of the adjoining 
counties, embracing some pleasing scenery in the 
neighbourhood of t£e town, with several gentlemen's 
seats, encircled by plantations and pleasure grounds, 
and forming ornamental features in the limdscape. 
Daumt&n HgtuSf the property of the late Percival 
Lewis, Esq., and now the residence of Sir W. S. R. 
Cockburn, only son of the late General Sir William 
Cockburn, Bart, is an elegant mansion, situated in 
beautiful grounds and surrounded with interesting 
and varied scenery. Radnor gives the title of eari 
to the family of Bouverie. 

RADNOR (OLD), or MAESYVED HEN, 
a parish, eomprisiaa; the townships of Ednol, Even- 
joob with Barekmd, Harpton, Kinnarton with Bad- 
land, Okl Radnor, and Walton, in the liberties of the 
borough of New Radnor, union of Kington, county 
of Radnor, South Wales, 3 miles (e. s. e.) from 
New Radnor; containing 1421 iofaabitants. This 
place by the Wekh is also called Peacraig, which 
name it derives from the situation of its church on 
the summit of a rock. It was anciently of some im- 

Sirtanoe, and had a castle, which Sir Ridiard Colt 
oare identifies, but not satisfactorily, with that 
mentioned by Oiraldus Cambrensis, under the ap- 
pellation of ^^ Cruker," but of which no vestiges can 
oe discovered. ' In the Iter Carolinum it is noted 
that, *^on 6th August, 1645, Charles I. went from 
Brecon to Gwernevit, the house of Sir H. WilliaiBS, 
to dinner ; he supped at Old Radnor, at a yeoman's 
house, ike court being dispersed ; on the 7 th he pro- 
ceeded to Ludlow.*' The house here which nve 
temfwnuT refuge to that unfortunate monarch is 
called ^ The Stones," and stands about half a mile 
to the west gI ike church. The paritht which is of 
very great extent, comprising by computation about 
7160 acres, whereof 6020 are inclosed, and 1140 
allotmeuts of comsAon, mountains, and woods, is in- 
tersected by a stream called Somergill^ and also by 
the Hendwell, a brook issuing from a small lake of 
that name, which abounds with excellent trout and 
eels. The surface is principally flat, though partly 
undulated, and in some places rising into btlls of 
considerable elevation ; the laads, with the ex/ception 
of some tracts of common and some wood, are in a 
good state of cultivation ; and the soil is ia geaeral a 
fertile loam, well adapted for the growth of com, and 
affording pasturage for sheep and cattle. In ike 
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southern part of the parish exists an extensive depo- 
site of transition limestone, from which a very valu^ 
able supply of lime is obtained. The parish is inter- 
sected by the turnpike-road from Hereford through 
Kington to Aberystwith. The surrounding scenery 
is agreeably diversified ; and the parish is enlivened 
with several gentlemen's seats, among which are, 
Harpton Court, the residence of the Right Hon. 
Thomas Franklaud Lewis, a handsome mansion, in 
grounds tastefully laid out; Evenjobb, Womaston, 
and Newcastle Court, all good houses pleasantly 
situated, and forming interesting features in the 
scenery of the place. 

The livina is a vicarage, with the chapel of Kinner- 
ton annexed, rated in the king^s bodks at £35. 1.0^., 
and in the gift of the Dean and Chapter of Wor- 
cester. It was originally a rectory, but was made a 
vicarage in 1534^ when the rectorial tithes and pa- 
tronage were given to the Dean and Chapter, who 
at present are in possession of all the tithes of Uie 
parish, and pay a small stipend to the vicar, who is 
further supported by the interest of £600 parliament- 
tary grant, and whose net annual income, returned 
in 1€^ at £10d, was augmented by the E4cclesiaa* 
tical Commissioners, in 1^1, with ^&S3 per annum, 
out of the fund raised by the sudpeasion of certain 
canonries and prebends. The tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £1330, {embraoiug a 
portion of Herefordshire,) payable to the Dean and 
Cliapter, and subject to rates, averaging £125 ; and 
there is a glebe of three acres, valued at £5 annually. 
The eAurcnj dedicated to St. Stephen, is a spacious 
and venerable structure, with a lofty square tower, 
containing six bells, aud eonwta.of a Baye^ with Qorth 
and south aisles, and a ehaacel, sepanated from tJbo 
rest by a screen of richly carved oakt which extenda 
across the nave and both the aisles ; the font is of 
large dimensionSt rudely-carved outof a single stpne; 
and on the north side of the chancel stand the re* 
mains of a singular organ case, of large size, elabo- 
rately, though somewhat roughly, carved in oak : 
there are some handsome monuments of modern 
erection to the family of Lewis; of Harpton. At 
Eduol and Kinnerton are chapels of ease to the mo« 
ther church ; in the former of which, however, divine 
service has for jo^any years been diaeoiitiuued. There 
is a place of worship for Independents. Lady Joan 
Hartstongue bequeathed a house and 50 acres of 
kind at Weythel, in the parish, for the foundation of 
a school for the gratuitous instr4»ction of diildren of 
Old Radnor, Lmnvihangel-Naut-Melan, and Gla- 
destry, and the annual inoonie ariung from the en<f 
dowment, which is £32, exclusive ol repaim, rates, 
&c., b regularly appropriated to die support of a 
school of about 60 children, 54 of whom are educated 
gratuitously, and the rest jmi fpr by their parents; 
a uew school-room has been recently erected, the 
expense of which was defrayed by the sale of the 
timber and copse wood on the estate. There are 
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also three other day schools, one of which contains sand six hundred statute acres. It contains 4687 

about 35 children, of whom from six to ten are paid inhabited houses, 284 uninhabited, and 19 in course 

for by subscription, and the rest by their parents; of erection ; and the population, in 1841, was 25,186, 

and in the other two about 45 are taught wholly at of which number, 12,738 are males, and 12,448^ 

their parents' cost A Sunday school of about 45 females. 

males and females is maintained by a yearly sub- As this district never contained any large or im- 
scription of £5 from a lady. A rarm named the portant town within its limits, or formed of itself a 
Woifpits, now producing £14 per annum, and a rent- separate community until by the act of Henry VIII. 
charge of £1 on another, designated Barland, were it was raised to the rank of a county, it does not 
bequeathed by unknown^ benefiactors to the poor ; appear to have taken any signal or prominent part 
and Mrs. Cassandra Davis, in 1744, left to those not in the events which mark the troubled history of 
receiving parochial relief, some land called Broken Wales. At the period of the invasion of Britain by 
Bank, of which the proportion for this parish pro- the Romans, it was included in the territory of the 
duces £2 per annum, which is regularly paid, to- Silures^ who so greatly distinguished themselves by 
gether with a bequest of forty shillings per annum, their resolute opposition to the progress of the Re- 
charged on an estate called the Callenders, a grant man arms. After their subjugation, which was partly 
of Edward Hughes, in 16d0. Among the charities effected by Ostorius Scapula, and completed by 
lost, or in abeyance, is a bequest, in 1777, by Thomas Julius Frontinus, it contained a Roman station at 
Lewis, of Harpton, who directed his executors to Cwm, on the western bank of the river Ithon, be- 
purchase stock to secure an annuity for preaching two tween one and two miles to the north-east of Llan- 
annual sermons, for which the minister was to receive drindod Wells, and was traversed by several vidiial 
£l. 1., the clerk 10^., and the sexton 5^.; and also ways. Upon the abandonment of Britain by tbe 
that £2 should be distributed among the deserving Romans, it became part of the territory of Ferregs, 
poor : he likewise in a codicil bequeathed £50, an- between the rivers Severn and Wye, and was sab- 
nually, to be divided among the poor inhabitants, to jected to Caradog Vraichvras, or << Caradoc with 
be paid out of his India Bonds. the Brawny Arm," ruler of Brecknock, who flou- 
Near the church is the site of an ancient house, rished about the commencement of the sixth century, 
supposed to have been a nunnery, or more probably and is celebrated in Welsh story, as one of Arthur's 
the rectory-house; the moat by which it was sur- knights. The derivation of tlie present Welsh 
rounded is still plainly visible. Within the limits of name of the county, Maesyved or Mae^Hyved 
the parish, and nearly in the centre of the Vale of (which has been noticed under the head of New 
Radnor, is a singular relic of antiquity, generally Radnor), is by some persons deduced from HyvaMy 
thought to be Druidical ; it consists of four stones the name of one of the sons of Caradog^ Vraicfa- 
placed at the angles of a souare, each stone being of vras, for whom his iather formed this portion of his 
such vast dimensions that it is difficult to conjecture lands into a separate lordship. Ofia, King of Mer- 
by what means or for what purpose they were placed cia, having expelled the Britons from nearly the 
there. Their position corresponds precisely with whole of the fertile province of Ferr^;8, introduced 
the cardinal points of the compass, the largest being into the eastern part of this district a Saxon popula- 
te the south, and the smallest to the north ; and they tion, and constructed the celebrated line of demarca* 
are ranged symmetrically, as fer as their rude shapes tion still called Offa's Dyke, which, however, in- 
will allow. A stone tablet is by some considered to eluded within the Saxon territory only the eastern- 
have covered the whole ; but the unequal height of most extremity of the present county of Radnor, 
the stones, and their distance from each other. In the division of the sovereignty of Wales b^ 
render the supposition improbable. Whatever may Roderic the Great, among his three sons, the tem- 
have been the object of this monument of a rude tory forming the present county of Radnor is thought, 
age, its destruction is said by Camden to have taken but on slight grounds, to have been included in the 
place in the reign of John, when the district was kingdom of Powys. The scene of the g^reat battle 
ravaged by Rh^ ab Grufydd. which was fought about the year 10^ between 
RADNORSHIRE, an inland county of South Rh^ ab Tewdwr and the sons of Bleddin ab Cyn- 
Wales, bounded on the north by the county of vyn, for the sovereignty of South Wales, and which 
Montgomery (in North Wales), on the west by terminated in favour of the former, has been gene- 
Cardiganshire, on the south-west and south by rally laid at Ll^chi^d, in the parish of Dissertb, near 
Brecknockshire, on the east by the English county the banks of the Wye, in this county; but it is now, 
of Hereford, and on the north-east by that of Salop, with more probability, considered to have been 9i 
It extends from 62° 2^ to hV 27' (N. Lat.), and from Llfechrjd, on the Teivy, near Cardigan. After the 
2** 59' to 3° 45' (Wi Lon.), and comprises an area, Norman conquest of England, the territory of Maes- 
according to Mr. Carey's Communications to the yved became the prey of the Norman adventurers 
Board of Agriculture, of three hundred and ninety who successfully attacked the adjoining districts of 
square miles, or two hundred and forty-nine thou- Brecknockshire and Herefordshire : the families of 
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de Breos and the Mortimers had the most extensive described in the article on Aberedw. During 
domains in it In 1189, Rh^ ab Grnfydd, Prince the war waged by Owain Olyndwr against Henry 
of South Wales, invading the marches, took the cas- IV., the former, in the year 1401, destroyed the ab- 
ties of Radnor and Pamscastle in Elvel, in this bey of Cwm Hir, in this county, and took the castle 
county. Trahaem Vychan, a Welshman of ereat of Radnor, causing the rarrison, amounting^ to three- 
influence in the territory of Brecknock, having been score men, to be beheackd on the brink of the castle 
treacherously and barbarously murdered, in 1196, yard. After this event, Owain, by his continued 
by William de Breos, Lord of Brecknock and Aber- successes, excited so much alarm in Henry, that the 
gavenny, Owenwynwyn, Prince of Powys, who was latter resolved to march against him in person. He 
related to Trahaem by marriage, marched a body of issued writs to the lieutenants of thirty-four counties, 
troops into de Breos' territories, in Radnorshire, and requiring them to assemble their respective forces, 
laid siege to Painscastle, of which that baron had and attend him at Lichfield, on the 7th of Julvj 
repossemed himself, declaring that, after he had 1402 ; but before his army could be collected Owam 
gained that fortress, he would devastate with fire the had advanced with his troops to the borders of South 
whole country as far as the Severn, a sacrifice which Wales, in the direction of Herefordshire, carrying 
he owed to the manes of Trahaem Vychan, his kins- fire and sword into the lands of his opponents. Of 
man. The Welsh chiefil»in, however, having no diese none suffered so severely as the vassals and 
means of destroying the fortifications, lay for three tenants of EMward Mortimer, Earl of March, a child 
weeks before the castle without capturing it, which of ten years of age, whose uncle. Sir fklmund Mor- 
gave time for William de Breos to receive reinforce- timer, collected a large body of his nephew's tenants 
ments from England, under Geoffry Fitz- Peter, the and retainers, as weU in Herefordshire as from the 
justiciary, and from several of the lords marcher, districtofMaelienydd, in Radnorshire, and with these 
who came to his assistance. But as the issue of hos- marched to resist the invader. The two armies met 
tilities might be uncertain, he proposed terms of on Br;^n Glas, a mountain near Pilleth, a little to 
peace to Owenwynwyn, which the latter indignantly the south-west of Knighton, where victory declared 
refused, the Welsh declaring their firm resolution of in favour of Owain. JSIeven hundred men fell on 
avenging, in this enterprise, the past wrongs of their the side of Mortimer ; and, as the loss fell chiefly on 
country. The English then released from confine- the people of Herefordshire, there seems reason to 
ment Orufydd, son of the late Rh^s ab Grufydd, believe that March's Welsh retainers were not hearty 
between wnom and Owenwynwyn they knew that a in his cause. It is to this battle, and to some 
deadlv feud subsisted; and being joined by the << shameful villanie,'' as Holinshed calls it, *^used 
Welsh forces immediately raised by that chieftain, towards the dead carcases," that Shakspeare finely 
they advanced to the relief of Painscastle. Owen- and mysteriously alludes, in the first part of Henry 
wy n wyn, confident in his strength, deviated from the IV. When the conflicts had ceased, which *^ the 
wary system of warfare generally pursued by his irregular and wild Glendower" had excited, this dis- 
natton, and opposed the English in an open plain, trict seems to have sunk into repose ; but under the 
where he was defeated, with the loss of tnree thou- rule of the lords marcher (a singular compound 
sand men slain, besides a g^eat number of prisoners, of hostility and government), Wales, though some- 
among whom were many of considerable note. times composed, was never pacified. It was not 
In the year 1282, Llewelyn, the last native sove- until, by the act of the 27th of Henry VIII., 
reign of Wales, marched with his little army to Aber- cap. 26, the rights and privileges of English subjects 
edwy, or Aberedow, where he had a castle or man- were extended to Wales, that peace, order, and 
sion, on the Radnorshire side of the Wye, three miles obedience were established ; by that act Radnor- 
below Builth, in expectation of there holding a con- shire was included amongst the newly established 
ference with some ot his friends ; but his object having counties. 

been treacherously communicated to the enemy, he The county is partly in the diocese of Hereford, 
was surprised by the approach of a superior force and partly in that of St David^ and is wholly in the 
from Herefordshire, under the command of Ekimund province of Canterbury : the portion included in the 
Mortimer and John Gifford. The unfortunate rormerdiocese, (consisting ofthe parishes of Presteign, 
prince then endeavoured to effect his escape, and Old and New Radnor, Norton, Knighton, and Mich- 
arrived at the bridge over the Wye in time to ael Church on Arrow,) is comprised in the archdea- 
cross and break it down, before his pursuers came conry of Hereford, and deanery of Leominster ; and 
up. Thus ba£9ed in their object, the English re- that in the latter, in the archdeaconry of Brecknock, 
turned downwards to a ford known to some of the and deaneries of Upper and Lower Elvel, and Mel- 
party, about eight miles below, near a ferry, at that enith stib Ithon and ultra Ithon: the total number of 
time and still called Caban Twm Bfich, or <* Little parishes is fifty-three, of which fourteen are rectories, 
Tom's ferry boat/' where they crossed, and thus sixteen vicarages, and the rest perpetual curacies, 
ceased the movements of the two parties in this For purposes of ctri/^(?v«mm«n< it is divided into the 
county : the sequel of this melancholy transaction is six hundreds of Colwyn, Kevenlleece or Cevnll^ 
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Knigbion, Painscastle, Radnor, and Rhaiadr. It 
returns to parliament one knieht for the shire, and 
one member for the borough of New Radnor and the 
contributory boroughs of Presteign, Knighton, 
Rhaiadr, Cnwelas, and Kevenlleece. The assizes 
and quarter-sessions for the county are held at Pres- 
teign, where the' gaol and house of correction are 
situated, and where the chief business of the county 
is transacted. The county elections are usually held 
there, though they may be held at New Radnor, 
where the member for the boroughs must be chosen. 
The polling-places appointed by the act of 1832, to 
^* Amend we Representation," are Colwyn, Knigh« 
ton, Painscastle, Pen-y-Bont, Presteign, Radnor, 
and Rhaiadr. Presteign, Knighton, and Rhaiadr, 
are the principal market-towns: New Radnor has the 
privilege of a market, but none is held there. The 
county comprises nearly the whole of the union of 
Rhaiadr, and parts of those of Hay, Builth, King- 
too, Presteign, and Kniehton. 

Radnorshire is one or the most regularly shaped 
counties in the principality, being a trapezium, the 
mean dimensions of which are about twenty-two 
miles by twenty. Its surface throughout is hilly ; 
in many places the mountains attain to a consider- 
able elevation, the summit of the Forest of Radnor 
being two thousand one hundred and sixty-three 
feet above the level of the sea : the hills have gene- 
rally a regular outline, with gradual slopes and 
rounded summits, though in many parts abrupt de« 
clivities and deep ravines relieve the monotony of 
the scenery. It contains several siAall lakes worthy 
of mention, vtz., one in the vicinity of Rhaiadr, near 
the road leading from that town to Aberystwith, the 
most picturesque and interesting within its limits; 
Llyn Gw;^n, a piece of water of considerable size, 
situated within a few miles of Rhaiadr, in the opposite 
direction ; Llyn Llanillin, about a mile in circumfer- 
ence, of considerable depth, and containing abund- 
ance of fish, singularly situated near Llanvihangel- 
Nant-Melan, in an elevated mountain valley; and 
Ll^n Bychllyn, in the vicinity of Painscastle. 

Of the superficial ^area of the county, about one- 
third is supposed to be inclosed, and of this inclosed 
portion not more than a fourth part is under the 
plough at the same time. In the vicinity of market- 
towns, and on farms where the soil is good, the cul- 
tivation of GRAIN for sale prevails to a considerable 
extent; but, as regards the whole of the county, it 
must be observed, that the distance from large corn 
markets, the high price of lime, and the roughness 
and moisture of the climate, operate as ereat dis- 
couragements to the growth of grain ; ana the chief 
object of most of the larmers is to grow only what is 
sufficient for their own consumption, viewing their 
stock of sheep, cattle, and horses, as the main sources 
of their profit It is a <;eiikmon practice to plough a 
piece of sward (which is sometimes pared and burnt 
for a crop of wheat), and to take, in the first instance, 
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one or two crops of oats ; then to summer fallow tke 
land, giving it all the manure of the fons, and what 
lime can be procured, for a crop of wheat: after Ham 
the land is generally thought capable of bearing a 
crop of barley, with which the better sort of fitfiMiv 
sow clover and grass seeds; the crop is mown tke 
first year, and afterwards the land is suffered to rot, 
whilst some other portion of the £irm undergoes the 
same process. Rye and a mixture of rye and wheat 
(called Monks' corn) were formerly much grovii, 
but are now seldom seen. Potatoes, as a field crop, 
are extensively and saccessfully cultivated ; pea8» 
though precarious and unprofitable, are scMBetiiDes 
sown ; and flax, for domestic purposes, rather than 
for sale. 

In the mode of cultivation there is litde that ii 
peculiar; the implements are cheap and imperfect, 
though much improved. A light cart, drawn by three 
smalistoiit horses, is in generd use ; waggons alao are 
common. A ground sl^ge, with two wheels in fraal, 
called a wheel-car, is found useful in drawing heavy 
weights down steep declivities ; and a rude ear with- 
out any wheels is still used for purposes for which 
the former may not be convenient The ploughs 
in general use uave a bent iron raoukUboard, aimikr 
to those in Herefordshire; but the Scotch plough, 
drawn by two horses abreast, is gradually advanei^ 
into use throughout the county. The fertile dis- 
tricts which are found in the vales of Wye, L«^, 
and Teme (to which may also be added the Vale of 
Radnor), are subject to a better system of cultivation : 
in these tracts turnips are grown to a considerable 
extent, being drilled on ridges, in imitation of the 
Scotch practice. On' the red soils of Glasbury and 
Clyro the two favourite objects of Herefordshire 
husbandry, namely the bop and the apple, might be 
cultivated with advantage. Throngfaout the whole 
county irrigation is successfully, thoug^i somewhat 
rudely and unskilfully, practised : the rapid fiiU of 
the brooks facilitates the construction of new water 
courses, which are not unfrequently conducted in 
long continued lines along the steep sides of the 
valleys : the purest water, issuing at once from the 
clay slate rocks, often produces ttost fertiUaung 
effects, in cases, where no deposit of earthy matter 
can be discerned by the eye. The assistance thus 
obtained from various mountain streams enables the 
farmers to mow annually considerable tracts ol knd, 
the produce of which diiefly supports their cattle 
and horses during the winter. Such land as cannot 
be irrigated, and which may be also either too steep 
and rugged, or at too great a distance from, the 
farm-yard, to l>e advantageously ploughed, b usually 
devoted to the pasturage of cattle and horses, both of 
which are reared in considerable numbers. 

The black catde^ which still prevail in the adjdn- 
ing county of Cardk;an, have not for many yearn 
been much bred in Radnorshire, having given place 
to a coarse hardy variety of the long-horned breed. 
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introduced from Shropshire, which are generally of 
a brindled colour, and give much milk: some of 
these still remain, but they have in a g^eat measure 
been superseded by the Herefordshire breed, which, 
being found to be sufficiently hardy to endure the 
scanty food and rough climate, have the advantage 
of growing to a larger size, and possess a greater 
aptitude to &tten. The draught horte in general 
use is rather small, but capable <^ enduring great 
fittigue* The original Welsn ponies are still bred in 
the mountains, and their price in the markets has of 
late years increased : of their activity, courage, and 
patience, and of their strength, as compared with 
their size and the little sustenance thev require, it is 
difficult to dilate in terms too fiivourable. Where so 
large a portion of the surface is unindosed, the pas- 
turage of the commons necessarily forms an object 
of interest to the farmers : on the lower ranges of 
eommons the young cattle of the farm, of every 
kind, are frequently depastured; but for the most 
part cattle are found to require more attendance and 
care than can well be afforded them on commons. 
Accordingly, throughout the entire county the breed- 
ing of sheep is the primary object of the farmers 
occupying feurms adjoining the open lands. On the 
western side of it a «nall active breed prevails, 
mostly without horns, with white faces and legs, and 
having long, open, coarse wool, abounding with 
kemps. But in the forest of Radnor, and on the 
lower hills on the north and south of that elevated 
range, a breed has been produced by the introduc- 
tion of rams from Shropsnire: these sheep are well 
covered with a fleece of thkk close wool, and have 
larger carcases than those just described : they are, 
however, less hardy, and can only be nuuntained by 
farmers who can afford some shelter to their stock 
during the winter, which is done either by depastur- 
ing them in their own inclosures, or tacking them 
out in the adjoining counties of Hereford and Salop. 
Throughout the county it is the practice to take the 
ewes into the inclosed grounds m October, and, if 
possible, the lambs of the preceding spring also ; the 
wether sheep, for the most part, brave the climate of 
the hills during the whole of the year. These sheep, 
when &t, usually weigh from nine to fourteen pounds 
per quarter, and their fleeces average from two to 
three pounds : vast numbers of them are annually 
driven into Essex and Hertfordshire, where the 
superior quality of the mutton ensures for them a 
ready sale. Large quantities of butter are still made 
in the county, thoueh it is chiefly an object to the 
smaller farmers : it is salted during the summer, and 
placed with great care and cleanliness in tubs, in 
which it was thus formerly carried to the fairs in 
Herefordshire and Shropshire : some of this article 
of produce, however, has of late years been sold by 
ihe imrmers at their own houses. Oxen, which were 
formerly much used in husbandry, are now sold at 
too early an age to be so employed, and almost the 
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whole draught of the county is now executed by 
horses. 

In a county of which nearly two-thirds are unin^ 
dosedj it may be presumed tnat there exists g^eat 
capability of improvement, and the large tracts of 
low commons which are seen on passing through the 
centre of it tend to confirm this idea* Of late years, 
considerable encroachments have been made on the 
wastes both by cottagers and by farmers, and even 
this lawless process has tended much to improve the 
lands taken in. About six parishes have been sub- 
mitted to the operation of inclosure acts, but the 
expense which attends the allotment of the land, 
and the still greater cost of maintaining the fences, 
discourage attempts of this sort : in the immediate 
vicinity of Rhaiadr, however, the most beneficial 
effiects have resulted, the produce of a small common 
having been increased many hundredfold, to the 

Seat advantage of the inhabitants of that town. 
Any tracts still remain which are susceptible of 
almost equal improvement; but the rough surface of 
the pasture land throughout the greater part of the 
county, overgrown as it is, in many parts, with 
rushes, shows that, without an extensive and effec- 
tual system of drainage, the soil can never be brought 
to its utmost point of fertility. It is by this, rawer 
than any other mode, that the reclaiming of the low- 
lands can be effected. On the hills the use of iron 
wire in fencing has been introduced to some extent, 
and is likely to enable the farmers to defend their 
lands from the mountain sheep, where no other 
means would avail. 

Radnorshire was andentiy distinguished for large 
uhhkIs and foretU^ but these, excepting a few scat- 
tered coppices of comparatively small extent, have 
disappeared. The forests of Radnor, Cnwclas, 
Colwyn, and Blethvaugh, continue such in name, 
and still suggest the idea of extensive wooded 
tracts ; but it at any time they were covered with 
wood, except that of Blethvaugh, they have long 
ceased to be so in reality. The mountain sheep 
have been the chief destroyers of the woods; no 
ordinary fences can restrain them, and when once 
a wood has been felled, by browsing the young 
shoots in the spring, they have effectually pre- 
vented a renewed growth. On the estates of the 
principal landed proprietors thriving young planta- 
tions of forest trees are seen. The larch is likely to 
be grown to a considerable extent on the steep de- 
clivities of the mountains. This hardy plant, which 
pines in the moist and fertile plains of the South of 
England, thrives in this elevated district : its rapid 

frowth, when young, enables it soon to lift its head 
eyond the reach of the sheep, which will not, ex- 
cept when pressed by severe nunger, either bark or 
browse on it: It is popular, too, because it foliates 
so early in spring, that it is clothed for weeks with 
the most vivid green, when no other tree has un- 
folded a bud; and again in autumn its golden 
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tint serves to enliven even the latter half of No- 
vember. 

The GEOLOGICAL structure of the county is but 
imperfectly known, there being no mineral produc- 
tions sufficiently valuable to have hitherto attracted 
much attention to it The great mass of the county 
consists of the same grey wacki slate which prevails 
through the whole of the principality : it emerges 
from beneath the old red sandstone of the counties 
of Hereford and Brecknock, a part of which fertile 
stratum is found on the northern side of the Wye, 
and constitutes the most productive tract within the 
county. The red soil prevails in the parishes of 
Glasbury, Clyro, Llowes, Boughrood, and some 
others in the hundred of Painscastle. The upper 
beds of the grey wacki^ or clay slate, very much re- 
semble the lowest beds of the old red sandstone ; 
insomuch that the produce of a quarry worked near 
the suit) mi t of the Forest of Radnor is of the same 

franular and micaceous texture as the tile of Clyro 
ill. But these beds soon disappear, and give place 
to a stratified lead-coloured rock, of rhomboidal frac- 
ture, so perishable as to be useless for roofing houses, 
and scarcely applicable either to masonry or the 
making of roads. It must be observed, however, 
that the lower beds of this formation are much harder 
and more durable than the upper; so that on the 
western verge of the county, in the neighbourhood 
of Rhaiadr, coarse durable slates of good colour, and 
very strong stones for building purposes, are obtained. 
The dip of the strata throughout the great slate for- 
mation will be found, on examination, to be ex- 
tremelv irregular : it has been disturbed by the con- 
tact of two very considerable and independent trap 
formations, which occur in diflferent parts of the 
county ; one has been described by Dr. Gilby, and 
has its western termination in the river Wye, about 
a mile above Builth, opposite to which town it rises 
in high, rugged, irregular masses, forming the ridges 
of the Carneddau hills, and, stretching northwards 
by^ Penkerrig and Llwynmadock, it passes Llan- 
drindod and Kevenlleece, where one branch diverges, 
and terminates at Llandegley; the other passes to 
Llanbadarn-Vawr, near which it disappears, though 
an independent mass of the same formation occurs at 
some distance, called Baxter's Bank. This remark^ 
able tract is perfectly irregular throughout, being 
neither columnar nor stratified : its mineralogical 
characters vary at almost every step ; feldspar is pro^ 
bably the chief component part Around its oase 
mineral springs are found, which deservedly enjoy a 
very high reputation. At Llandrindod are a salt, a 
sulphur, and a steel water ; at Builth are the same, 
though of a coarser quality : at Llandegley and 
Blaenedw the sulphur springs are also found. Round 
the edges of this formation the clay *slate of the 
county is seen broken up, disturbed, and in some 
places evidently turned over; and both its colour 
and its texture nave been so altered by the contact, 
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that it has become black and friable, and is not on- 
frequently mistaken for coal, or at lemaX is thought to 
indicate its presence. 

The other trap formation mentioned above has 
not yet been described by any geologist: it occurs 
near Old Radnor, and is separated from the Lhm- 
degley formation by a distance of seven miles, and 
by high intervening hills composed wholly of ckv 
slate. It consists of four considerable hills, of which 
those of Old Radnor and Stanner appear to be con- 
nected, both of them being in some degree inde- 
pendent of the two other hills, Hanter and Worsel. 
They are all wholly irregular and unstratified, and 
differ so much in minendogical character from the 
Llandegley range as to suggest the probability of a 
diflferent period of formation. Sienite and porphyry 
occur in many parts; and a coarse amygdaloidal trap 
is met with at the base of Old Radnor hill, near the 
church : the character of the whole bears some re- 
semblance to granite, though neither feldspar nor 
mica prevails to any great extent The bill at Old 
Radnor appears to have raised with it a considerable 
mass of grey stratified transition limestone, the strata 
of which lie round the base of the trap rock, dipping 
from it in every direction : on the north and east 
sides these beds have been nearlv exhausted, but on 
the south and west vast and almost inexhaustible 
masses still remain. The stone emits a strong and 
disagreeable odour on being broken : it contains 
shells, though not in abundance, and corals, and has 
throughout a crystalline texture. As a manure for 
land, the lime obtained from it is more valuable than 
that produced by the carboniferous or mountain 
limestone, which is used so extensively in North and 
South Wales, the beneficial eflfects being greater and 
more durable ; as a cement it is inferior, shickio|; 
more slowly and with grreater diflBculty, though it is 
extensively used for mortar, there being no stratum 
of limestone that can be worked between Old Rad- 
nor and the sea-coast of Cardiganshire. 

As the four formations alre»iy described, namelyt 
the old red sandstone of the hundred of Painscastle, 
the pervading grey wacki slate, the trap formations, 
and the limestone of Old Radnor, constitute and 
define the geological character of this county, J^o 
minerals of value can be looked for within its hinits. 
Coal can scarcely exist to an extent worth workuig* 
Some narrow seams of lead have been found and 
worked near Llandrindod and Llandegley, and one 
is now being wrought near Cwm Elun.* As con- 
nected with the geological structure of the county it 
may be observed, that wherever the soil consists oi 
the wreck of the clay, or grey VDOchi^ slate, it is po- 
rous and fertile, though of a less powerful and pro- 
ductive character than the soils which result ironi 
the old red sandstone. The soils which are com- 
posed of the detritus of the trap rocks are clayey and 
retentive of water, the surface for the most part 
being covered with a thin layer of peaty soil. It ^ 
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remarkable that the wreck of these rocks has been 
carried and deposited to the south and east of their 
positions, to a much greater extent than in any other 
direction* Their fertility, however, is greatly in- 
creased by the addition of lime, the supply of which 
from Old Radnor, and from a mass of similar rock 
which occurs at Nash, in Herefordshire, not far from 
Presteign, has been lately facilitated and augmented 
by die construction of a rail-road from the canal at 
Brecknock, by Hay and Kington, to Old Radnor* 
The total consumption of coal in Uie two districts of 
limestone rock is said to amount to about five thou- 
sand tons annually* 

The chief commerce of Radnorshire consists in the 
sale of its agricultural produce at the public fairs 
and markets. The trade in manufactured goods and 
in foreign and colonial produce is small, little bein^ 
sold excepting for immediate consumption. UntU 
within the last few years the chief supply of these 
articles was introduced through Kington, either from 
the respective manufacturing districts or from Bris- 
tol ; but the construction of an easy road from the 
canal at Newtown, in Montgomeryshire, through the 
centre of this county, to Builth, in Brecknockshire, 
has enabled the inhabitants to derive partially what 
is necessary for their use from the marts of Liverpool 
and Chester. Small manufactures of flannel exist at 
Rhaiadr, Maestreyloe near Presteign, and at Llan- 
vihangel*Rhydithon. Considerable quantities of hides 
are tanned and dressed, and find a market out of the 
county. The rivers are none of them navigable, 
and no canal has been constructed within the limits 
of the county. 

The principal rivers are the Wye, with some of 
its tributaries, and the Teme. The romantic and 
rapid Wye^ the scenery on the banks of which has 
so frequently been the subject of the pencil and the 
pen, rises on the southern side of PlinUmmon moun- 
tain, in Montgomeryshire, about a mile from the 
source of the Severn, and, flowing first southward, 
then eastward, and again southward, for about eleven 
miles Uirough desolate wastes, enters this county 
about four miles to the north of Rhaiadr, and crosses 
the north-western extremity of it, by that town, to 
its confluence with the Elain, where it becomes the 
boundary between Radnorshire and Brecknockshire, 
and so continues during die remainder of its course 
in the principality (a distance of thirty miles), ex- 
cepting a short interval at Gl&sbury, where a small 
portion of Radnorshire is situated on its southern 
banks. The Elain {anglice the Roe), also affording 
many attractions to the admirers of the picturesque, 
is a powerful stream from the westward, which for 
seveml miles separates the north-western extremity 
of the county of Radnor from the northern part of 
Brecknockshire. With this accession of waters the 
Wye shapes its course south-south-eastward, until 
within a short distance of die town of Bnilth, in 
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Brecknockshire, when it turns south-eastward: at 
the southernmost extremity of Radnorshire it winds 
north-eastward, and quits this county and Wales on 
entering the English county of Hereford at the town 
of Hay, in Brecknockshire, after a turbulent course 
of about forty-seven miles. The principal tributaries 
to the Wye from Radnorshire are, the Ithon^ which 
descends from the mountains in the north-eastern 
extremity of the county, and on its junction with the 
Wye near Disserth, five miles from Builth, after a 
course of about twenty miles south-westward, is of 
nearly equal magnitude with that river itself; the 
romantic Edw^ or Edwy, which joins it about four 
miles below Builth; and the gloomily picturesque 
Mdchwy^ or B&chwy, which falb into it a few miles 
lower. The Teme rises in the Kerry hills, in Mont- 
gomeryshire, and forms the entire boundary between 
this county and that of Salop, which it enters a little 
below the town of Knighton. The Lug, the Somer- 
ill, and the Arrow, are all tributary to the Wye, but 
o not join it in this county. The Lug has its source 
in the Llangunllo hills, and flows south-westward 
through the vale of Llangunllo, into Herefordshire, 
which county it enters after forming the eastern 
boundary of Radnorshire for some distance below 
Presteign. The SomergiU rises in the Forest of 
Radnor, and one of its tributary streams forms the 
cascade called ^< Water break its neck : ** it soon 
enters the basin-like Vale of Radnor, by the dry 
gravelly soil of which it is wholly absorbed in dry 
summers : on reaching a bed of clay it re-appears, 
after flowing by New and Old Raanor, and enters 
Herefordshire after a course of about thirteen miles. 
The Arrow is a small stream which flows by New 
Church towards Kington, in Herefordshire. 

In 1812, an act of parliament was obtained for 
the formation of a raiUroad from the canal near the 
town of Brecknock, by Hay, to Kington, a branch 
of which is continued to the Weythel lime rocks near 
Old Radnor, between three and four miles to the 
west-north-west of Kington : this line of communica- 
tion confers considerable benefit on the county, by 
supplying the south-eastern part of it with coal, and 
in return conveying agricultural produce to the 
mining districts of Brecknockshire and Glamorgan- 
shire. The roads which pass through the centre of 
the county have been much improved of late years, 
and are now remarkably good ; but the cross roads 
are in general of an inferior kind. That from Lon- 
don to Radnor, by Hereford, enters the county from 
Kington : one of the roads to Presteign passes 
through Hereford. The road from London to 
Aberystwith, by Worcester, enters from Leominster, 
in Herefordshire, and passes through Kington, New 
Radnor, Pen-jr-Bont, and Rhaiadr, into Cardigan- 
shire : three miles beyond New Radnor, a brancn of 
this road diverges to Builth, in Brecknockshire. 
Another road from London to Aberystwith, branches 
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from the foregoing at Leominster, runs through 
Presteiffn, Whitton, Blethvaugh, and Llanvihangel- 
Rbydithon, and joins the former at Pen-y-Bont 
There is also a new and beautiful line from Khaiadr 
to Aberystwithy which passes along the banks of the 
Wye for some miles from the former town, through 
Llangurig in Montgomeryshire, and is the general 
way of travelling. 

Though there may be traced numberless intrench- 
ments and mounds scattered over the county, which 
mark the ruins of former fortresses, the remains of 
ANTIQUITY are upon the whole of minor interest: the 
name Castell Pren (or castle built of wood), which 
still exists in several instances, suggests the probabi- 
lity of many of these intrenchments having been 
fortified only with a stockade* The Roman station 
already mentioned may be distinctly traced on a 
farm called Cwm, about two miles to the north-east 
of Llandrindod Wells. This camp is a perfect square, 
including an area of about four acres, and appears to 
have been originally surrounded by a thick stone 
wall, the massive foundations of which are yet visi- 
ble, with a deep fosse on the outside : at a short dis- 
tance are vestiges of other military works and build- 
ings. The vicinal roads from Carmarthen, and the 
Gaer^ near Brecknock, to Chester, appear to have 
united at this station, from which a branch, passing 
through the centre of Radnorshire, is thought to have 
proceeded to Kenchester, in Herefordshire, but no 
traces of such a work have hitherto been discovered. 
In the parish of Llandewi-Ystradenny, about four 
miles above Pen-y-Bont, near the Vale of Ithon, is 
an ancient British encampment, called the Gaer, 
which is oval, and defended by two deep fosses. It 
occupies an eminence, above the river ; and on the 
opposite side of the valley is a large tumulus, or 
barrow, designated Bedd Ygre^ or Ygre's Grave, on 
an estate belonging to J. C. Severn, Esq. In the 
vicinity' of Rhaiadr are several remarkable tumuli, 
some of which are composed wholly of stones, and 
bear the descriptive name of cameddau : the largest 
is situated in the parish of Cwm-Toyddwr, and is 
styled Tommen Saint Fraidj or the tumulus of St. 
Bridget. There is also a large tumulus close to the 
churchyard of Aberedw. 

Of the numerous buildings for military defence 
little can now be ascertained. Caaulen says, ^^ there 
remain many footings of castles, to be seen here 
and there, but especially Kevenlleece and Timbod, 
which, standing upon a sharp poynted hill, Llewellin, 
Prince of South Wales, overtnrew in the year 1260." 
The same author also reports, that the castle of Maud 
in Colwyn was very famous, and that Robert de 
Todeney, a noble Norman, was lord of it ; it took 
its name from Maud of Saint Valeric, wife to Wil- 
liam de Breos, who rebelled against King John ; the 
castle being thrown down by the Welsh, was rebuilt 
in 1331 by Henry IIL> and called by him^ in de- 
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spite of Llewelyn, Prince of Wales, Maugri LUw 
ellin. The fortress at Rhaiadr owed its origin to 
other hands. The celebrated chief, Rhys ab Gru- 
fydd, had, in 1 169, made peace ^th Henry IlL, 
and became attached to English interests. In 1176, 
he gave a feast in the castle of Cardimn, to which 
he invited many Normans and £nglish: some of 
these visiters, however, in their way home, treadi* 
erously murdered his son-in-law, Kineon; and, to 
awe his enraged and revengeful opponents, Rhys is 
said to have ^* built the castle of Rhaiadr, on pre- 
cipitous strong ground, (near the noted cataract of 
that name,) above the Wye,'' where the fosse and 
site of a considerable fortress may still be distiocdy 
traced. There are small remains of the castle of 
Aberedw, or Aberedwy, at the junction of the Edw, 
or Eklwy, with the Wye ; of that of Bachrhyd, or 
Boughrood, lower down on the banks of the Wye; 
of that of New Radnor ; of the eastle of the Blad^ 
Rock, overhanging the tremendous chasm through 
which runs the river Machwy, or Bachwy, angUee 
Little Wye ; and of a small fortress on the banks of 
the Wye, about two miles above Builth. There are 
also vestiges of the town walls and ditch of New 
Radnor ; of the moat of Castell Cymaron, near Llan- 
dewi-Ystradenny ; of the foundations of Castell Glyn 
Ithon, at Kevenlleece; of those of Dinboeth, or 
Tynboeth, Castle, near the upper extremity of the 
Vale of Ithon ; and of fliose of Painscastle. Offii'f 
Dyke, entering on the nortli from Shropshire, is first 
seen in Radnorshire near the town of Knighton, to 
which it gives its Welsh name of Trev-y-C£awdd, or 
" the Town on the Dyke,*' and whence, proceeding 
southward, it is easily traced between the parishes of 
Norton and Whitton to the vicinity of Beggar's Bosb, 
where it inclines to the south-east, and enters Here- 
fordshire at the parish <^ KniU. Burva Bank, a 
steep hill on the border of the county, near this 
place, is skirted on the west by this dyke, which is 
about fifty feet broad, and of g^eat depth : on this 
hill are traces of an extensive camp, and strong in- 
trenchments, which have induced the opinion that it 
was the site of one of the fortified plsM^es by whicii 
the great rampart was defended. 

Of ecclesiastical buildings there have never bees 
many worthy of much notice : the foundations of the 
abbey founded at Cwm Hir, in 1143, by CadwalJon 
ab Madoc, for sixty monks of the Cistercian order 
(the only religious house existing in the county at 
the period of the Reformation), are yet visible in the 
valley of the little river Clywedog, a tributary to the 
Ithon. The names of Monachty, near Knightofl) a^j| 
Coed-y-Monach, near Rhaiadr, indicate a monkish 
connexion, of which little is known. The churchy 
at Old Radnor and Presteign still remain, as prooB 
that the influence of that pious zeal by which Great 
Britain acquired suck splendid places of public wer* 
ship, was not wholly excluded from diis portion oi 
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Wales ; but, with the exception of Clyro, Knighton^ 
Nantmel, Glasbury, and a few othera, the churches 
throoghout the county are of an inCerm description* 
The principal gentlemen's residences are, Maes- 
Uwch Castle, Stanaffe Park, Harpton Court, Boul- 
tibrook, Bougfarood Castle, Penkerrig, WeUfield 
House, Pen-y-Bont Hall, Downton House, Even- 
jobb House, Newcastle Court, Noyadd, Nant^wilt, 
Cwmelan, Nant-y-groes, Impton Hall, Rhyd^dog, 
Ddrew, and Abbey-cwm-Hir* There is a curious 
old house at Deranner Park, now the property of 
J. C. Severn, Esqw 

The county contains a greater number of mineral 
ynings than all the others of South Wales oonjcnntly. 
Those at Llandrindod have for many years been held 
in great repute, and are much resorted to in the 
summer by valetudinarians : they are three in num- 
ber, the waters of one of which are saline, contain- 
ing Epsom salt, sea salt, and some earth ; those of 
another sulphureous, containing hepatic air and sea 
salt ; and those of the tliird powerfully chalybeate, 
containing a considerable portion of iron in a volatile 
acid, and probably a neutral salt The first two are 
very near each otner, and are situated within a short 
distance of the principal lodging-house for the ac- 
commodation of visiters; but the latter is about half 
a mile north-eastward from the others, in a little 
rocky valley on the contiguous waste* Llandegley 
Wells, near the public road between New Racmor 
and Rhaiadr, and Blaenedw Wells, distant there- 
from about two miles south-eastward, which are all 
sulphureous, are of considerable note, and much 
frequented. Near Pen-y-Bont, on the Ithon, are 
two springs, one sulphureous, and the other chaly- 
beate* Tne following springs are all sulphureous : 
mz., Fynnon Ddewi, or St. David's Well, in the 
parish of Llanbadam-Vynydd ; New Well, in the 
parish of Llanano ; and two springs in the parish of 
Llanbister, within ten yards of each other, one de- 
positing a black, the other a reddish sediment, the 
latter of which turns copper white and silver yellow 
in a very short space of time* Several springs in 
the vicinity of those at Llanbister deposit a black 
sediment, and their waters are reputed to have great 
efficacy in the cure of scorbutic complaints. The 
most remarkable waterfall is that quaintly called 
^^ Water break its neck," situated in a narrow defile 
among the hilb of Radnor Forest, about two miles 
to the west of New Radnor : its height is about one 
hundred and seventy feet EngliMi is spoken in 
Radnorshire almost universally ; so that it is rare ta 
find a peasant who speaks Welsh^ except in the north- 
western angle of the county beyond Rhaiadr, con- 
sisting of Uie parishes of St. Harmon and Cwm- 
Toyodwr, the inhabitants of which for the most part 
use the Welsh only ; and in these two places alone 
is the church service now performed in that tongue* 
The Welsh language is, however, understood by per- 
sons in the adjoining parishes of Nantmel, and Abbey 
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Cwm Hir, although not much in use* By what means 
the inhabitants of the county have acquired the use 
of the tongue in which the laws are administered 
and knowledge is disseminated it is not easy to trace* 
The Saxon names of Norton, Whitton, Knighton, 
and many others on the eastern border, show that 
these places were wrested from the Welsh at an early 
period. In their immediate neighbourhood, however, 
the ancient language continued to be spoken till 
little more than a century ago ; and in the church 
of Llanvihangel-Nant^Melan, within tiiree miles of 
New Radnor, and in that of Cascob still more east- 
ward, the Welsh Bibles still remain which were used 
in the service of those churches, though no Welsh is 
ROW spoken within twenty miles of them* 

RADYR (RHAIADR), a parish, in the union 
of Cardiff, hundred of Kibbor, county of Gla- 
morgan, South Wales, 8^ miles (n. w* by w.) 
from Cardiff; containing 279 inhabitants. This 
parish, whereof the name, signifying a cataract, is 
probably derived from the mdiing waters of the 
river Taf, on which it is situated, and by which it 
is bounded on the north-east, was formerly compre- 
hended within the hundred of Miskin, from which it 
has been recently separated. It comprises about 
eleven hundred acres of arable and pasture land, 
inclosed and in a good state of cultivation ; the sur- 
face is in some parts elevated and in others flat, 
but nowhere subject to inundation ; the soil is a strong 
brown earth, favourable to the production of good 
crops of grain of all kinds, potatoes, and hay. The 
substratum is partly a hard brown stone, and partly 
limestone of very good quality* Rad)rr Court, for- 
merly the seat of the fieunilv of Matthew, ancestors 
of the late Lord Llandaf, has been partially taken 
down, and the remainder has been modernized, and 
converted into a &rm-house* The turnpike-road 
leading from Cardiff to Llantrissent passes a little to 
the south of the parish ; and the tram-road from the 
Pentyrch works to the tin-nnlls at Melin Grufydd 
runs througli it 

The living is a vicarage, endowed with £60 per 
annum private beneSeu^tion, and £200 royal bounty ; 
net income, £59 ; patron and impropriator. Earl of 
Plymouth, who is lord of the manor : the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £113* 9., of 
which a sum of £36* 9. is payable to his lordship, and 
£75 to the vicar, the latter subject to rates, average 
ing £5 per annum* The church, dedicated to St. 
John the Baptist^ is a neat plain edifice, with a 
curious turret at the west end. There is b place of 
worship for Calvinistic Methodists; and a Sunday 
school for gratuitous instruction is supported by sub- 
scription, and contains about 50 males and fiemales, 
connected with dissenters*- In the paridi is a spring of 
very cold water, called Y !Pistyll Goleu^ << the bright 
water-spout,*^ which issues from the side of a hill, 
under a considerable depth of earth over a limestone 
rock : it has by some writers been termed mineral, but 
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it is not known to possess any other properties than * 
that of its extreme coldness, which renders it effica- 
cious in curing sprains and weakness of the sinews. 

RAKE, with Manor, a township, in the parish 
of Hawarden, hundred of Mold, county of Flint, 
North Wales: the population is included in the 
return for Manor. 

REDB ARTH (RYDBERTH), a parish, in the 
hundred of Narberth, union and county of Pem- 
broke, South Walks, 4J miles ^n.w.) from Tenby; 
containing 117 inhabitants. This parish, of which 
the name was originally spelled Khydbeith, from 
Rhyd, a ford, and Beith, a brake, is situated in the 
south-eastern part of the county, and bounded on the 
west by that of Carew, north by JeflFreston, north- 
east by Begelly, and south-east by St Florence ; 
and consists of about 300 acres, 50 or which are com- 
mon land. The soil is clayey and not very fertile, 
but a little wheat, barley, and oats, are grown, the 
principal produce being potatoes ; the rateable annual 
value is ^261. 8. Some of the inhabitants are em- 
ployed in a colliery in the adjoining parish of Begelly. 
The mail-coach road, from Carmarthen to Hobbs' 
Point, passes through the place, which was formerly 
a hamlet in the pansh of Carew, from which it has 
been severed, and made distinct The living is a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with £1200 royal bounty, 
and £200 pailiamentary grant, and in the patronage 
of the Bishop of St David's ; net income, £66 ; the 
impropriation belongs to the Crown. The church 
having fallen into a very dilapidated condition, was 
recently rebuilt, and opened for divine service in 
August 1841, the expense, amounting to £200, part 
raised by rate, and part by public subscription and 
contributions, aided by the Church Building Society, 
which granted £20 ; it is in the early English style, 
in length 53 feet and breadth 24, and contains 200 
sittings, including 110 free. There is a small place 
of worship for Wesleyans; and a large Sunday school 
is carried on, in which some of the adult population 
receive instruction as well as the children. 

RESOLVEN (SOLFEN), a township, in 
the parish of Lantwit Lower, union and hundred 
of Neath, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
7 miles (n. e. bv£*) from Neath; containing 501 
inhabitants. This place is situated in the upper part 
of the parish, near the left bank of the river Neath, 
where the mountains are lofty and rugged, and their 
declivities and the glens well covered with timber. 
Solven hill is an elevated mountain in the hamlet, at 
the western basfe of which, overlooking the Neath, 
are the remains of Glyn Castle ; the streams that flow 
into that river through the glens of the mountains 
form many pleasing cascades. Here is a chapel of 
ease to the parochialchurch ; and two Sunday schools, 
containing about 50 children, are supportea by sub- 
scription. The tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £70, of which £55 are payable to the 
impropriators, and £15 to the rector. 
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REYNOLDSTON, a parish, in the union and 
hundred of Swansea, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, 12 miles (w.by s.) from Swansea; contain- 
ing 258 inhabitants. This place, which is situated in 
the peninsula of Gower, is supposed to derive its 
name from Reginald de Breos, who was lord of the 
manor, and is said to have been the founder of the 
church. The parish, which is of considerable extent, 
comprises some fine portions of « arable and pasture 
land, inclosed and in a good state of cultivation, and 
a large tract of uncultivated and mountainous com- 
mon, affording excellent pasturage for sheep, which 
are remarkable for the fineness of their wool, and the 
excellent quality of the mutton. The village, which 
contains several neat cottages, occupies a pleasant 
position under the southern declivity of the moun* 
tainous ridge called Cevn-y-Bryn, n*om the summit 
of which a most magnificent view is obtained of the 
country on both sides. From this eminence the 

Eeninsula of Gower appears to be completely^ insa- 
tted; the river Burry hence forms a conspicuoos 
and interesting object, with the town of Llanelly on 
the opposite bank, and at its extreme point the village 
of Penbre : the prospect embraces also the bay of Oz- 
wich, with the parisn church, and the woods of Pen- 
rice Castle, with the village and tower, while in in- 
tervening spaces are scattered the pleasing villages 
of Reynoldston, Knelston, and Llanddewi. Stoat 
Hall, a seat here, is a handsome modem residence, 
in extensive grounds finely laid out, and compre- 
hending much interesting scenery ; and Fairy Hill, 
the residence of the late Lady Barham, to whose 
munificence the dissenters of Gower are indebted for 
the erection of four neat chapels in the peninsula, is 
also in the parish. Limestone abounds, and is pro- 
cured in great quantities for the supply of the neigh- 
bourhood ; the soil in the lower lands is fertile, and 
the air is remarkable for its purity. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £5. 11. 0^., and in the gift <^ 
C. R. M. Talbot, Esq. : the tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £102; and there is a gl^h^ 
of 41a. Ir. 1^., valued at £27. 5. per annum. The 
church, dedicated to St George, is an ancient struc- 
ture, not remarkable for any important architectural 
details. A National day school, containing 60 chil- 
dren, and a National Sunday school, containing about 
20, are partly supported by a lady in the neighbour- 
hood, and partly by payments from the parents, i^ 
Br;^n field, in the parish, are the remains of an en- 
campment of small size, which, from the discovery or 
some broken urns in the fosse by which it was sur- 
rounded, is supposed to be of Roman origin; iti^ 
now nearly levelled. On the summit of Cevn-Y- 
Br;^n, along which a good road was made by T M« 
Talbot, Esq., affording a delightful ride, and cotD^ 
manding an extensive and beautiful prospect over 
the Bristol Channel to the coasts of Devon, Vera' 
broke, and Carmarthen, are several large heaps o^ 
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8toneSy more especially on the eastern side, where is 
one called the Beacon ; these are probably sepulchral 
mounds, and perhaps of Druidical origin. In the 
grounds of Stout Hall, and near a rustic bridge, is 
** Maen Gw^r," a huge stone, of the same kmd as 
Arthur's stone, about ten feet in length ; and not far 
distant is a small circle of upright stones, placed there 
by Mr. Lucas, father of the present proprietor, and 
forming a miniature representation of Stonehenge. 
In the same grounds is one of the most extensive 
caverns in the kingdom, accidentally discovered by 
the late Mr. Lucas, who, perceiving a small aperture 
in the limestone rock, containing a very strong clay, 
proceeded to clear it out; and, finding the cavity 
expand inward, he fully explored the interior, by 
removing several thousand tons of clay, and occasion- 
ally blasting the rock. The bottom of the cavern is 
a plain surrace, about forty feet below the level of the 
ground, and the roof, which is finely arched, varies 
from ten to thirty-six feet in height ; it is capable of 
containing two thousand persons, and is entered in 
one part by a long flight of steps rudely formed, and 
in another by a gradual descent ; the interior, which 
has an imposing grandeur of appearance, is tolerably 
lighted by some natural openings in the incumbent 
strata. On Cevn-y-Bryn is a remarkable well, called 
Holy Well, a very copious spring included in a square 
inclosure of some antiquity. Near the church is a 
well dedicated to St George, and at no great distance 
from it is another, called after the Blessed Virgin, 
and supposed to possess medicinal properties. 

REYNOLDSTON, a pansh, in the union 
and hundred of Narberth, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 4 miles (s. by w.) from Narberth; 
containing 103 inhabitants* This parish, which is 
situated in the south-eastern part of the county, and 
on the turnpike-road leading from Narberth to Pem- 
broke, comprises a very smsdl tract of arable and pas- 
ture land, inclosed and in a good state of cultivation ; 
the return of rateable annual value amounting to 
£271. The village has every appearance of anti- 
quity, and in all probability was originally inhabited 
by a portion of the Flemings, to whom Henry L as- 
signed territories in this part of the principality, with 
a view to strengthen his interests in the country, and 
for the greater securitv of the possessions which the 
Normans had usurped from the natives. Though 
now fallen almost into decay, some of the cottages 
have still the round chimneys that usually distinguish 
the Flemish dwellings. The place was formerly only 
a hamlet in the pansh of Begelly. The living is a 
donative, endowed with £600 royal bounty, and £200 
parliamentary grant ; net income, £62; patron, Sir 
R. Phillips, Bart The church is a smaU ancient 
edifice, with a low tower, and has recently been re- 
paired. In a day school are 20 children, who are 
instructed at their parents' expense. 

RHAIADR, RHAYADER, or RHAYDER, 
a borough, market-town, and parish, and the head 
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of a union, in the hundred of Rhaiadr, county of 
Radnor, South Wales, 16 miles (w. n. w.) from 
New Radnor, 28 (w.) from Presteign, and 177 
(w. N. w.) from LfOndon ; containing 742 inhabitants. 
This place, the name of which signifies a cataract, is 
by the Welsh more commonly called ^* Rhaiadr Gwy," 
from, its situation on the river Wye, the water* of 
which, rushing with great violence over a ledge of 
rocks that obstructed its course, formed a cataract, of 
which the roaring might be heard at a considerable 
distance, till, on the erection of a stone bridge at this 
place, in the year 1780, a wider channel was opened 
for the stream, by clearing away the opposing rocks, 
since which time it has passed on in comparative 
tranquillity. The town is evidently of great anti- 
quity ; but at what time it was first inhabited is not 
precisely known. According to Caradoc of Llan- 
carvan, a castle was erected here, in 1178, by Rh^s 
ab Grufvdd, Prince of South Wales, for the protec- 
tion of bis territories against the incursions of the 
Norman invaders, who at that time were making fre- 
quent irrupdons into this part of the principality* In 
1194, Rh^s was surprised and made prisoner by his 
own sons, and, during his confinement, the castle of 
Rhaiadr was besieged by the sons of Cadwallon ab 
Madoc, lord of Maelienydd, who, having succeeded 
in obtaining possession of it, fortified it strongly for 
their own use. In 1231, Llewelyn, Prince of North 
Wales, after taking the castle of Montgomery, put- 
ting its garrison to the sword, and burning that town 
to uie ground, advanced to this place, where he made 
similar devastations* Little further is recorded of 
the history of the castle, which existed till the civil 
war in the reign of Charles I., during which it was 
first dismantled and afterwards totalW demolished. 
By an act of the 27th of Henry VIIL, the assizes 
for the county were appointed to be held alternately 
here and at New Raclnor ; but, by a subsequent act 
of the same reign, they were ordered to be held 
alternately at New Radnor and at Presteign, in con- 
sequence of the inhabitants of this place having put 
to death the sheriflf. 

The TOWN is situated on the eastern bank of the 
river Wye, and on the turnpike-roads leading respec- 
tively from Worcester, through New Radnor, to Aoer- 
ystwith, and from Builth, in Brecknockshire, to Llan- 
idloes, in the county of Montgomery. It appears to 
have been originally of much greater extent than at 
present; for on Cevn Ceido diere is a tract of land, 
about half a mile from the town, called Pant yr £g- 
Iwys, where, according to tradition, the church for- 
merly stood, and to which the borough is said to 
have extended. The present town consists of four 
streets, diverging at nght angles from the market- 
house in the centre, nearly in the direction of the 
cardinal points, from which they take their names ; 
the houses are irregularly built, and mostly of rather 
mean appearance, though several respectable dwell- 
ings have been erected within the last few years; 
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the inhabitants are supplied with water by rivulets, 
which, descending from a spring a little above, flow 
through the town, which stands on ground rising 
gently from the banks of the Wye, and surrounded 
on all sides by lofty, wild, and bw*en hills, occasion- 
ally relieved with patches of plantations on their 
declivities, and by spots of cultivated ground at their 
bases. The woollen manufacture is carried on upon 
a small scale, there being one establishment in the 
town, and two in the suburb of Llansantfraid, on the 
opposite bank of the Wye, for the manufacture of 
flannel and coarse grey cloth, affording employment 
to about forty persons. A new road has been lately 
made to Aberystwith, and the inclosure of the waste 
land within the borough will, it is expected, add to 
the prosperity of the town, which is already con- 
sidered to be in a flourishing state. The principal 
market is on Wednesday, and a smaller one, chiefly 
for butchers' meat and other provisions, is held on 
Saturday; great cattle markets take place on the 
four Wednesdays next after Old May day (May 
12th) ; and there are fairs on August 6th and 27th, 
September 26th, October 14th, and December 23rd. 
This place is a borough by prescription, and a 
bailiff is annually elected from among the resident 
burgesses at Michaelmas, at the court leet of the 
manor, which belongs to the crown ; but he has no 
magisterial authority, and his power is conflned to 
the receipt of tolls, under the authority of the bailiff 
of the borough of New Radnor. The burgesses are 
appointed by a town jury, and presented at the an- 
nual court leet : they have scarcely any other privi- 
lege than exemption from toll. Rhaiadr is one of 
the contributory boroughs which, with New Radnor, 
jointly return a member to parliament: the fran- 
chise was conferred by the 27tn of Henry VIII., and 
conflrmed by a determination of the House of Com- 
mons in 1690. The right of election has heretofore 
been vested in the burgesses generally, whether re- 
sident or not ; the number of whom cannot be ascer- 
tained, many having omitted to enrol themselves 
after presentation, in order to avoid paying the cus- 
tomary fees. It is now, by the act of 1832, for 
*^. Amending the Representation," in the resident 
burgesses only, if duly qualified according to its pro- 
visions, and in every person <^ full age occupy- 
ing, either as owner or as tenant under the same 
landlord, a house or other premises of the annual 
value of not less than ten pounds, provided he be 
capable of registering as the act directs. The number 
of tenements of this value within the limits of the 
borough, which have been extended, in order to in- 
clude the village of IJansantfraid-Cwm-Toyddwr, 
forming a suburb on the opposite bank of the Wye, 
and are minutely described in the Appendix, is forty- 
fl-ve. The steward of the manor hoUs a court baron, 
once in every three weeks, for the recovery of debts 
under forty shillings. The town-hall is a commo- 
dious building, erected by public subscription in 
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1762, and situated in the centre of the town; the 
upper part contains roonos well adapted for the hold- 
ing of the courts, and underneath it is an area in 
which the market is held. The site of the ancient 
prison is now partly occupied by a dissenters' meet- 
ing-house ; and the place for the execution of cri- 
minals, when the assizes were held here, was at the 
north end of the town, near a house called Pen-y- 
Maes. By the Boundary Act, this was made one of 
the polling-places in the election of a knight for the 
shire. 

Rhaiadr once formed part of the parish of Nantmel} 
from which it was severed, and was erected into a 
parish of itself, co-extensive with the borough, about 
the year 1735, when the first churchwarden was ap- 
pointed. The LIVING is a perpetual curacy, endowed 
with £1000 royal bounty; net income^ j£75, with a 
glebe-house ; patron. Vicar of Nantmel. The cburdi, 
dedicated to St Clement, was rebuilt in 1733, and a 
low square embattled tow» was added in 1783; it 
consists of a nave and chancel, and was thoroughly 
repaired in 1829, when a gallery, containing eighty 
free sittings, was erected at the west end by public 
subscription, aided by a grant of £30 from the 
Incorporated Society for building and enlarging 
churches and chapels, lliere are places of worship 
for Independents and Calvinistic and Wesleyao Me- 
thodists. A fframmar-schooly originally founded by 
an unknown benefactor, and which had been sai- 
fered to fall into disuse, was revived about the close 
of the last century, and a house adjoining the church- 
yard was erected at an expense of £88. 18., by 
public subscription, in 1793, in which twenty boys 
receive gratuitous education; there are also thirty 
other children in the school, whose education is jaii 
for by their parents. The present endowment arises 
from the rents of two estates bequeathed by the Rev. 
Charles Price, subject to an imnual charge of fifty 
shillings for five divinity lectures, and now producing 
about £50 per annum; from a rent-charge of ^ 
on lands in the parish by Charles Morgan, in 17t)9; 
and from the rent of a tenement in Disserth, left by 
Mr. Daniel Davis, in 1600, and now yielding £^ 
per annum. Previously to the establishment of the 
College of St David's at Lampeter, in the coimty rf 
Cardigan, candidates for holy orders were ordained 
from this institution. A free school is about to be 
revived at Llansantfraid-Cwm-Toyddwr, on which 
event the endowment of the Rev. Charles Price will 
be separated from this school and appropriated to the 
one in that parish.. There are also four day school^ 
in which aoout 85 children are educated at tb^^ 
parents' expense : and three Sunday schools, one of 
which, appertaining to Wesleyans, contains about 8o 
males ana females; another, to Independents, about 
140; and in the third, connected with CalvinBUc 
Methodists, are about 90 males and females: they 
are supported by the denominations to which they 
respectively belong. 
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The Rev. Henry Williams, in 1810, bequeathed 
£2000 in the three per cent consolidated annaities, 
for the endowment of lectures in divinity, to be de- 
livered in the parochial church by a clergyman ap-^ 
poiifted by the Chancellor and Scholars of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, preference being given to the 
nearest of kin to the founder; and the same gentle- 
man left also the interest of £200 in the same stock 
for the clerk. A lending library, consisting of a 
hundred and twenty volumes, cniefly on divinity, 
was ^iven to the clergy of the district, in 1810, by 
the Associates of tlie mte Dr. Bray. The poor law 
union, of which this town is the head, was formed 
October 10th, 1836, and comprises the following 10 
parishes and townships ; namely, Rhaiadr, Abbey 
Cwm Hir, Llanbadarn- Vawr, Llanvihangel-Helygen, 
Cwm-ToyddwT, Llanyre, Nantmel, Su Harmon, and 
Kevenlleece, in the county of Radnor; and Llan- 
wrthwl, in the county of Bredcnock : it is under the 
superintendence of 16 guardians, and contains a popu- 
lation 9f 6722. There are now no vestiges of the castle 
of Rhaiadr, except the fosse, which is partly filled 
up with fragments of rock : the site of the tower or 
citadel is iixlicated by a mornit overlooking the river 
Wye, still called Tower Mount. The river, which 
on the west flowed immediately under its walls, was, 
by means of a deep trench cut in the solid rock, 
made upon cases of emergency to surround the for- 
tress. Here was also a religious house belonging to 
the Dominicans, or Black friars, situated near the 
bridge, and which may probably have been a cell to 
the abbey of Strata-Fk>rida, at no neat distance, in 
the adjacent county of Cardigan. In the vicinity of 
the town are several cairns and barrows, the most 
remarkable of which is a small mound cstUed Tom- 
men Sant Fraid, encircled by cottages, and said to 
have communicated, by means of a subterraneous 
passage, with the castle, and also with an encamp- 
ment on the opposite side of the river, in the parish of 
Cwm-Toyddwr. The Rev. Henry Williams, founder 
of the divinity lectures, was buried in the churchyard 
of the parish. 

. RHANDIR-ABBOT, a hamlet, in the parish 
of Llanvair-ak-y-Br^n, higher division of the 
hundred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 7 miles (n.) from Llandovery; 
containing 594 inhabitants. It is situated on the 
eastern mnk of the Towy, and at the foot of a 
mountain in which are extensive lead-mines belong^- 
ing to Earl Cawdor, the working of which is now 
discontinued. The chapel of Nant-y-Bai is in this 
hamlet, having been re-erected here, instead of at 
Ystrad-Fin, wh^e the original building stood. The 
living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £200 
private benefoction, and £1000 royal bounty, and 
m the patronage of Earl Cawdor. A day school, 
containing 25 children, is supported partly by his 
lordship, who allows the teacher £5 per annum, and 
partly oy the parents ; and diere are also three San- 
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day schools, in which about 120 males and females 
are gratuitously taught Nearly opposite Earl Caw- 
dor's mansion of Nant-y-Mwyn, where the banks 
of the river are somewhat precipitous, is a pictu- 
resque foot bridge across the Towy, leading to PwU 
Prad<^. 

RHANDIR-CANOL, a hamlet in the parish 
of Llanvair-ar-y-Br^n, higher division of the 
hundred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 5^ miles (n. e.) from Llandovery; 
containing 314 inhabitants. It forms, as the name 
implies, the middle division of the parish, and is 
situated on the left bank of the river Towy. 

RHANDIR-ISAV, a hamlet, in the parish of 
LLANVAIR-AR-Y-BR1^N, higher division of the hun*- 
dred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 3 miles (n. e. by n.) from Llandovery ; .con- 
taining 477 inhabitants. The romantic river Bran 
flows through it, and has a few pleasing residences 
on its banks, the principal of which is Glan Brfin. 
The hifflilet is well wooded, and the road from Llan- 
dovery to Bnilth here passes along the left bank of 
the river, and through the park of Glan Br£n. A 
day school, connected with Independents, affords in- 
struction to about 20 children at their parents' ex- 
pense; and about 100 males and females are gratui* 
tously taught in a Sunday school. 

RHANDIR-UCHAV, a hamlet, in the parish 
of Llanvair-ar-y-Br^n, higher division of the 
hundred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 7 miles (n. e.) from Llandovery; 
containing 264 inhabitants. It is situated in a moun- 
tainous district, near the source of the river Br&n, on 
the border of Brecknockshire. 

RHIGOS (RHEGOES), a tbwnship, in the 
parish of Ystrad-Dyvodog, union of Merthyr- 
Tydvil, hundred of Miskin, county of Glamor- 
gan, South Wales, 7^ miles (w.) from Merthyr- 
Tydvil; containing 615 inhabitants. It is situated 
on the border of Brecknockshire, near the Hirwaun 
iron-works, and on the road from Neath to Merthyr- 
TydviL Hirwaun commqn is a high and extensive 
tract to the west of this place, and contains some 
coal-pits, from which tram-roads proceed to the Hir- 
waun works in Bredcnockshire. Here is a day school, 
containing about 20 children, the master of which is 
paid 12«. weekly, raised by subscription, and id 
addition receives small payments from a few of the 
parents; also a Sunday school, in which about 40 
males and females are gratuitously taught by Cal- 
vinists* 

RHIW, a parish, in the union of Pwllheli, 
hundred of Commitmaen, Lleyn division of the 
county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 11 miles 
(w.s. w.) from Pwllheli; containing 371 inhabitants. 
This place derives its name, signifying the ascent 
of a nill, from Ub situation on tne acclivity of 
Mynydd Rhiw, a lofty eminence thdt rises aoove 
the village to an elevation of one thousand and 
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thirteen feet above tlie level of tbe sea* The parish, 
which extends across the isthmus of Lleyn, is situ- 
ated on the western shore of the bay called Porth- 
nigel, in the great bay of Cardigan, and comprises 
about 900 acres of arable and pasture land, whereof 
about two-thirds are ancient inclosure, and the re- 
mainder, which is mountainous, was inclosed by an 
act for that purpose, in the year 1811. The soil, in 
the lower grounds, is a stiff clay, and in the higher 
lands gravelly, producing- tolerable crops of barley 
and oats, and excellent grass; and the inclosed 
commons afford good pasturage for sheep and young 
cattle. The surrounding scenery is pleasingly 
diversified, and is somewhat enlivened by several 
small rivulets which run through the parish. From 
the summit of Mynydd Rhiw. the prospect is 
strikingly beautiful, embracing the whole range 
of t^e mountains of Snowdon, and extending over 
Cardigan bay, St. George's Channel, and a great 
part of South Wales. Plas Rhiw, for many genera- 
tions the seat of the family of Lewis, and now the 
property and resid^ence of Lewis Moor Bennet, Esq., 
IS an ancient and handsome mansion, comprehending 
within the grounds some picturesque scenery. Man- 
ganese, of very superior quality, abounds in the 
parish : the vein in which it lies, first discovered in 
1827, has been worked since that time with very 
great success, and about fifty persons are now em- 
ployed in procuring it, the produce being principally 
sent to the Liverpool market. The rateable annual 
value of the parish has been returned at £646. 

The living is a rectory, with the perpetual curacy 
of Llandudwen annexed, rated in the king's books 
at £6. 14. 9^., and endowed with £200 royal bounty ; 
present net income £97 ; patron. Bishop of Bangor : 
there is a glebe-house, with six acres of land, be- 
sides eleven acres purchased with the Bounty money. 
The church, dedicated to St Aelrhiw, is an ancient 
and spacious cruciform structure, in the early style 
of English architecture, and is in good repair; 
the length of the body of the edifice is 63 feet, the 
breadth 21 feet, and the ^transept measures 22 by 
18. There is a place of worship for Independents, 
with a burial-ground attached. A school for the in- 
struction of poor children was formerly held every 
fourth year in this parish, in rotation with that of 
Bryncroes (in which the tenement is situated that 
forms the endowment), and those of Aberdaron and 
Llanvaelrh^s ; but it is now made permanent, and 
converted into a National school at br]^ncroes, con- 
taining about 30 children, and supported partly by 
the endowment and partly by jpayments from the 
parents. There are also three Sunday schools, g^ra- 
tuitously conducted : one consists of about 30 males 
and females, who attend the Established Church; 
and in the other two, which appertain to dissenters, 
are about 60. Some land in the parish, now pro- 
ducing £4 per annum, was bequeathed for keeping 
the church in repair. 
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RHIWLAS (RHIW-LLAS) with Tach-Lleu- 
AN, a hamlet, in that part of the pariah of Llam- 
dilo-Vawr which is in the lower division of tbe 
hundred of Cayo, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 3 miles (n. n. w.) from Llandilo-VaVr; 
containing 165 inhabitants. 

RHODOGEIDIO, county of Anglesea, 
North Wales. — See Ceidio. 

RHdSBEIRIO, or RHdS-PEIRIO (RHOS- 
BEIRIO,) a parish, in the hundred of Twrceltn, 
union and county of Anglesea, North Wales, 
3 miles (w. by s.) from Amlwch ; containing 32 
inhabitants. This parish, which is situated on the 
shore of the Irish Sea, is of very limited extent, and 
comprises only a small portion of arable and pasture 
land, in a tolerable state of cultivation. The living 
is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the rectory of 
Llaneilian ; and the tithes have been commuted for 
a rent-charge of £58. 10. The church, dedicated to 
St. Peirio, from whom the parish derives its name, 
is a small ancient structure, supposed to have been 
originally built about the year 605, and is situated 
in the centre of a level field, at some distance from 
the village ; divine service is performed every third 
Sunday. 

RHdSCOLYN, a parish, in the hundred of 
Menai, union and county of Anglesea, North 
Wales, 5 miles (s. s. £.) from Holyhead ; containing 
498 inhabitants. The name of this parish is, 'by 
the author of the ^^Mona Antiqua RestauraUh^* derived 
from one of those columns which the Romans erected, 
both as commemorative of their victories, and to 
mark the extent of their conquests. The same 
authority states that Gwenvaen, daughter of Pawl 
Hen, had a religious house or cloister in this place, 
from which afterwards originated the parish church, 
called from the founder of that establishment, Llan- 
wenvaen, or " the church of Gwenvaen," an appel- 
lation that for some time superseded the earlier term 
Rhoscolyn, or "the Moor of the Column." Tie 
site of the ancient cloister is still distinguishable by 
the number of human bones found whenever tbe 
ground is turned up by the spade or the plough. 
The parish forms the southern half of Holy Island, 
being connected with that of Holyhead, which forms 
the other half, by a narrow isthmus, along which runs 
the old London road to that place, and separated 
from the western coast of the main land of Anglesea 
only by a narrow, shallow, and sandy strait; its sur- 
face is chiefly cultivated, though much of it is ren- 
dered of poor quality by rocks and sands. N^ 
Bodior, an old mansion m the parish, is obtained m 
great abundance the variegated marble called vera 
antique, of which the specimens procured here, m 
the diversity and brilliancy of the colours, surpa^ 
those of Italy ; and in the same quarries are found 
veins of beautiful asbestos, of soft silky texture, and 
of very superior quality. 

The living is a discharged rectory, with Llanvair- 
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yn-£ubwll and Llanvihangel-ynhowyn annex ed, 
rated in the kind's books at £10. 5. ; present net 
income £*260, with a glebe-house; patron, Bishop 
of Bangor : the tithes of the parish have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £169. 17. The church, 
dedicated to St Gwenvaen, is a small edifice, sup- 
posed originally to have been erected about the year 
630, and not distinguished by any remarkable archi- 
tectural features. There are places of worship for 
Baptists and Calvinistio and Wesleyan Methodists. 
A day school is supported by aid of an endowment 
of £l. 16. per annum, bequeathed by the Rev. Dr. 
John Jones, Dean of Bangor, for teaching five chil- 
dren to read the Bible m their native language: 
and three Sunday schools are gratuitously conducted 
by dissenters, and consist of about 185 males and 
females. Emma Roberts, in 1770, granted by deed 
a sum of £100, the interest to be divided in certain 
proportions among the oldest and poorest widows of 
this parish, and those of Bodedern, Llanvair-yn- 
EubwU, and Llanvihangel-ynhowyn ; dO«. are ap- 
propriated to this place, and distributed at Christmas 
as directed. The parish is also entitled to participate 
contingently in Ellen Owen's charity at Llangein- 
wen for apprenticing a poor boy, but it has never 
enjoyed any advantage from it, in consequence of 
the many claimants at Llangeinwen. 

RH6S€R0WTHER (RHdS- Y- 
CRYTHOR), a parish, in the hundred of Castle- 
martin, union and county of Pembroke, South 
Wales, 5 miles (w.) from Pembroke; containing 
209 inhabitants. This place is said to have been 
anciently the residence of some of the Welsh princes, 
prior to the Norman conquest; and there is still a 
spot called Estington, supposed to be a corruption 
of <* lestyn's-ton,'* which was probably their aoode. 
The parish is situated near the shores of Milford 
Haven, and bounded on the north by Angle bay and 
the parish of PwUcrochon, east by Monkton, south 
by Castlemartin, and west by Angle ; and contains 
by admeasurement 2366 acres, nearly equally divid- 
ed between pasture and arable, the latter producing 
the usual kinds of corn. There is no timber, and 
the surface is rugged ; but the views over the haven 
and St. George's Channel are sometimes interesting, 
and enlivened by the passing and repassing of ves- 
sels. The rateable annual value of the property is 
returned at £1709. The living is a rectory, rated in 
the king^s books at £15. 12. 11., and in the patronage 
of the Crown : the tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £280; and there is a glebe of 75 
acres, valued at £112 per annum, witn a glebe- 
house. The church, dedicated to St Decumanus, 
b partlv of very great antiquity, in the early style 
of English architecture, but the body of the struct 
ture is modem, about 70 feet long by 18 wide, and 
containing 120 sittings, of which 20 are free. 

RH6SDIAU (RHOS-DDO), a parish, in the 
union of Aberystwith, upper division of the hun- 
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dred of Ilar, county of Cardigan, South Wales^ 
7 miles (s. by £.) from Aberystwith; containing 
120 inhabitants. This parish, which is situated 
within a few miles of Cardigan bay, is of very small 
extent. The surface is varied, and in some parts 
mountainous; and the surrounding scenery is cha- 
racterised rather by features of rugged boldness than 
of pleasing or picturesque appearance: the soil in 
the lower grounds is productive, and the declivities 
of the hills afford scanty pasturage for sheep and 
young cattle. Its distance fron) any great turnpike- 
road renders this place difficult of access, and it has 
therefore little intercourse, even with the neighbour- 
ing villages. The living is a discharged rectory, 
rated in the king's books at £1. 6. 8., and endowed 
with £200 royal bounty ; present net income, £101 ; 
patron, Bishop of St I)avid's : the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £63, subject to rates, 
averaging £5 ; and there is a glebe of 40 acres, v^ued 
at £21. 10. per annum. The church, dedicated to 
St Michael, having for some time been in a state of 
ruinous dilapidation, was rebuilt in 1816. Here is 
a Sunday school in which 60 males and females are 
gratuitously taught 

RH6sg6CH (RH6S-G0CH), a township, 
forming a part of the chapelry of Wolston, in that 
part of the parish of Worthen which is in the 
union of Forden, lower division of the hundred of 
Cawrse, county of Montgomery, North Wales, 
4^ miles (e.) from Welshpool; containing 52 inha- 
bitants. It forms a part of the Long Mountain, on 
the border of Shropshire, in which county the 
greater portion of the parish is situated. The rate- 
able annual value of the township has been returned 
at£d5a 

RHdSILLY, or ROSILLY (RHdS- 
SULWY), a parish, in the union and hundred of 
Swansea, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
16^ miles (w. s. w.) from Swansea ; containing 340 
inhabitants. The parish derives its appellation from 
Reginald Sili, or Sulwy, to whom the lordship was 
given, on the division of the conquered territory of 
Glamorgan, by Fitz-Hamon. It is situated on a 
bay to which it gives name, in the Bristol Channel, 
and which is inclosed on the south by Worms Head, 
a small promontory forming the western extremity 
of the county of Glamorgan, and stretching two 
miles into the sea, and on the north by the pro- 
montory opposite to which is Holme's Island. The 
anchorage in this bay is considered very dangerous, 
except m fine weather, from the eddies and cur- 
rents that set in here strongly at other times. The 
limestone rocks that line the shore exhibit some 
very curious caverns, in which are fine specimens of 
stalactite; and the sands, which extend for three 
miles to the north-west of the church, are firm and 
smooth, affording a pleasant marine walk. The 
parish comprises an extensive tract of land, of which 
about three -fourths are inclosed and cultivated, 
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and the remainder consists of fine open downs, 
affording excellent pasturage, and other common 
and waste. Several of the inhabitants are employed 
in quarrying limestone, of which great quantities 
are shipped from the bay to different parts of the 
principality. The surrounding scenery is agreeably 
diversified, and the views over the bay and the ad- 
jacent country abound with objects of interest and 
with features of pleasine character. The living is a 
rectory, rated in the kmg's books at £9. 6. 8., and 
in the patronage of the Crown ; present net income, 
£104. The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is an 
ancient structure, situated near the shore, but is not 
remarkable for its architectural details. There is a 
place of worship for Wesleyan Methodists. A school 
affords instruction to about 42 children daily and 56 
on Sundays ; about 15 of these are paid for by sub- 
scription, and the rest by their parents : the rent of 
the school-room is paid by a lady. 

RH6S.MAEN, with Tir-Esgob, a hamlet, 
in that part of the parish of Llandilo-Vawr which 
is in the lower division of the hundred of Perveth, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 1^ mile 
(n. £.) from Llandilo-Vawr; containing 590 inhabit- 
ants. It lies on the right bank of the river Towy, 
and the road from Liandilo-Vawr to Llangadock 
passes through it. 

RHOSMARKET (RHdS-MARKET), a 
parish, in the hundred of Rhos, union and county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 4 miles (e. n. e.) from 
Milford; containing 473 inhabitants. This parish 
comprises a moderate extent of arable and pasture 
land, of which the whole is inclosed and in a good 
state of cultivation ; the surface is undulated, and in 
some parts hilly. Its situation, about half-way be- 
tween Haverfordwest and Milford, affords great 
facility for conveying to market its agricultural pro- 
duce. The rateable annual value of the parish has 
been returned at £1545. The living is a discharged 
vicarage, rated in the king's books at £4, endowed 
with £200 royal bounty, and in the patronage of the 
Crown; present net income, £106; impropriator, 
G. S. Roch, flsq. : the vicar, in addition to the 
small tithes, has the tithe of hay. The church, 
dedicated to St. Ishmael, is not distinguished by any 
architectural details of importance. There is a day 
school, in which about 30, and an infants' school, in 
which about 25, children are taught at the expense 
of their parents; and a Sunday school, held in a 
chapel belonging to Independents, contains 70 males 
and females, who receive gratuitous instruction. In 
the village are the remains of an ancient mansion, 
formerly the seat of the family of Walters, and in 
which was born Lucy, daughter of Sir Richard 
Walters, the favourite mistress of Charles II., and 
mother of the unfortunate Duke of Monmouth : the 
ruins of this mansion are now the property of Mrs. 
Owen Barlow, who is the principal proprietor of 
land in the parish. 
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RHdSVERRIG (RH6S-FEIRIG), a town- 
ship, in the parish of LLANViHANGEL-BRiN-PA- 
BUAN, union and hundred of Builth, county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 1^ mile (n. w.) n-om 
Builth; containing 101 inhabitants. This hamlet 
takes it name, though situated on the western bank of 
the Wye, from the ancient Verreg, or Verlex, an ex- 
tensive district between the rivers Wye and Severo, 
frequently referred to by the Welsh historians as 
having been governed by its own reguli: it once 
contained a mansion belonging to Elystan Glodrydd, 
of one of the five royal tribes, whose descendant still 
inherits the principal portion of this division of the 
parish. The river Wye bounds it on the north-east, 
and the Whevri stream on the south-west; and betweeo 
these it forms a narrow peninsula, running in a south- 
easterly direction almost to the town of BuUth : it is the 
most fertile portion of the district, having a soil com- 
posed chiefly of loam, though intermixed with sone 
gravel ; and the crops are more abundant and varied 
than those of the remainder of the parish ; the rate- 
able annual value of the township being returned nt 
£667. The Radnorshire trap rocks extend for a 
short distance on the banks of the Wye, at its easteni 
extremity, where, on the tenement of Pare ar Irvon, 
near Pare wood, are three mineral springs, close to 
each other, one saline, another sulphureous, and the 
third chalybeate. The waters of the saline spring 
are stronger than perhaps any other in the kingdoffij 
but the sulphureous spring has a weaker impregnadoo 
than that at Llanwrtyd. The wells are covered with 
a small and neat pump-room. Near them is a small 
projecting rock, overhanging the Wye, which was 
once fortified, and probaoly served as a post for 

fuarding the ford of Ll^chrhyd ; it may even have 
een at one period occupied Dy the Romans, as the 
Roman road from Llandrindod must have crossed 
the Wye near this spot The Whevri is remarkaW* 
for the abundance and excellence of its trout A 
commutation for the tithes of the township has been 
agreed upon, amounting to £80, of which £53. 6. & 
are payable to the Chantor and Chapter of St David's, 
subject to rates that average £2. 4. 6., and £26. 13.4. 
are payable to the vicar of LlanvihangeUBr^P^ 
buan, also subject to rates, averaging £1. 2. 3. p^' 
annum, 

RHUDDLAN, a borough, sea-port, and paritb, 
in the union of St. Asaph, partly in the hundred 
of Prestatyn, and partly in that of Rhudw^an, 
county of Flint, North Wales, 11 miles (^•'^y 
N.) from Holywell, 16 (w. by n.) from Flint, 21 
(n. w. by w.) from Mold, and 220 (n. w.) from Lon- 
don ; containing, with the ehapelry of Rhylj 2415 
inhabitants. The name of this place, which u ^^ 
very great antiquity, is supposed to be derived from 
the red colour of the soil on the banks of the riv^^ 
Clwyd, on which it is situated. The town app«^ 
to have been of considerable importance from tbe 
earliest period ; and the adjoining marsh, called ny 
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the Welsh ^ Monra Rhuddlan/' is distinguished as 
the scene of a memorable and sanguinary oattie that 
occurred in the year 7i)5, between the Saxons under 
Oflh, King of Mercia, and the Welsh, in which the 
latter, after a severe and obstinate conflict, were de- 
feated with dreadful slaughter, and Caradoc, King of 
North Wales, with many of his principal chieftains, 
was slain. Such of the Welsh as escaped the sword 
of the enemy perished in the marsh from the influx 
of the tide ; and all who had been taken prisoners 
were inhumanly massacred, without much regard to 
age or sex. In commemoration of this disastrous 
event was composed the well-known Welsh air of 
^ Morva Rhuddlan," which is so deservedly admired 
for the plaintive sweetness of its melody. According 
to the Welsh Chrcmides, it would appear that 0& 
himself fell in this engagement, but tne Saxon annals 
place his death a year earlier. In 1015, Llewelyn 
ab Seisyllt, King of North Wales, erected a fortress 
and a palace at Hhuddlan, which he made his prin- 
cipal residence, and which, after his death by assas- 
sination in 1021, continued to be that of his son and 
successor, Grufydd ab Llewelyn. This prince, hav- 
ing given ofience to Edward the ConftnoTy King of 
England, by sheltering Algar, flarl of Chester, one 
of his refractory nobles, that monarch sent Harold, 
with a powerful force^ to subdue his dominions ; and 
Grufydd, surprised at this place by the sudden ap- 
proach of the English army, which he was not pre- 
pared to oppose, privately embarked with a few of 
Lis attendants in one of the vessels then lying in the 
harbour, and, setting sail immediately, effected his 
escape. Harold soon made himself master of the 
fortress, and, mortified at the unexpected flight of 
the Welsh king, burnt his palace and destroyed all 
the ships of war and other vessels remaining in the 
harbour, after which he returned into Enghnd, to 
make more extensive preparations. Towards the 
end of the Confessor^s reign, Rhnddlan appears to 
have been possessed by Edwin, Elarl of Chester. 

The castle was afterwards held by the Welsh, who 
appear to have retained it for some time, during 
which they rebuilt and fortified the town, and ren- 
dered it one of the most flourishing places in North 
Wales* In 1098, Robert, nephew of Hugh Lupus, 
Earl of Chester, laid siege to the place, and com- 
pelled the garrison to surrend^. William the Can" 
meroTj perceiving the advantageous situation of 
Rhuddlan near to the sea, and its importance as a 
border fortress, issued orders to Robert, surnamed 
from this place ^^ de Rotelan,*' to repair the castle, to 
Strengthen the fortifications of the town, and to make 
it his principal residence ; and the square towers still 
standing, evidently of Norman origin, were probably 
erected at this time, and in obemenee to tne royal 
mandate. The additional works raised by this noble- 
man, with the &cility of procuring by sea supplies of 
men and provisions at any time from England, ren- 
dered it a military station of great oonsequ^ice^ and 
355 



a powerful means of keeping the Welsh in subjection. 
In 1109, Grufydd ab Cynan, who had previously 
visited Robert at this place, and had obtained from 
him assistance against his enemies, on account of 
some quarrel which had arisen between them, at- 
tacked the castle of Rhuddlan, burnt the outer ward, 
killed many of the soldiers, and compelled the re- 
mainder to retire for safety within the towers. Henry 
ILj on his invasion of North Wales, in 1157, aci- 
vanced to Rhuddlan without any resistance, repaired 
the castle, and strengthened tne fortifications with 
additional works, and, previously to his return into 
England, garrisoned it with a str<Mig body of his own 
forces. Tne Welsh chieftains having, in 1165, en- 
tered into a confederacy to throw on the allegiance 
which they had sworn to this monarch, Henry, aware 
of the importance of this castle as a grand border 
fortress, and judging that it would be the first object 
of their attack, advanced hastily to protect it; but 
the enemy retiring upon his approach, the king, not 
being in sufficient force to pursue them, remained at 
this place only for a few days, and, having reinforced 
the garrison, returned to England. The castle, not- 
withstanding its strength and the number of its sol- 
diers, bein^ invested by the Webh forces in 1167, 
though valiantly defended, was taken, after a siege 
of two months, by Owain Gwynedd, sovereign of 
North Wales, who dismantled the fortifications, and 
put the garrison to the sword. It appears, however, 
to have been soon restored by the English, for it is 
named in conjunction with two other fortresses given 
by Henry II. to Davydd, son of Owain Gwynedd, 
on his marriage with Emma, natural sister of that 
monarch ; and, in II 78^ it was held for him by an 
English force, in opposition to a body of his own 
subjects, who had risen in disgust at his tyrannical 
conduct In 1187, Baldwin, Archbishop ot Canter- 
bury, attended by Giraldus Cambrensis, in his pro- 
gress through Wales to preach the crusades, was nos- 
pitably received and nobly entertained by Davydd, 
in his castle at Rhuddlan, which this prince probably 
at a subsequent period surrendered to the English, in 
whose possession it for some time remained. 

To^^wds the close of the reign of Richard I^ 
Ranulpk de Meschines, surnamed Blundeville, Earl 
of Chester, being suddenly besieged in this fortress 
by a body of Welsh, at a time when the garrison 
was quite inadequate to its defence, was reduced to 
a state of extreme peril, from which he was at length 
relieved by his lieutenant, Roger de Lacy, who, 
with great promptitude, aseembung a vast number 
of idle persons, and vagabonds of all descriptions^ 
who had congregated at the ftdr of Chester, placed 
himself at their nead, and marched towards Rhudd- 
lan. Llewelyn ab lorwerth, who had succeeded 
Davydd in the principality of North Wales, and 
commanded the besieging forces in person, perceiv- 
ing at a distance an immense crowd of people, ima- 
gined it to be an Englbh army advancing to the 
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relief of the castle, and immediately raised the siege 
and retired with precipitation. The Earl, in grati- 
tude for the timely assistance, conferred upon his 
lieutenant the *^ moffisterium omnium peccatorum et 
meretricum totius Cestreshirey*' which grant was, by 
one of his sons, partially assigned to his steward, 
Hugh Dutton, his heirs and assigns, whose descend- 
ants, in the reign of Henry VII., preferred their 
claim, in right of this grant, to an annual payment 
of fourpence from every woman of ill fome within 
the county of Chester, and to the power of summon- 
ing all minstrels exercising their calling within the 
said shire, to appear annually on the festival of 
St. John the Baptist, before themselves or their 
stewards, and to present each a lance, four flagons of 
wine, and fourpence halfpenny, as the price of their 
licences. These claims, being annexed to certain 
estates, continued to descend with them for a series 
of ages, and the annual procession of the minstrels to 
the church of St John the Baptist at Chester was 
continued till the middle of the last century. Kinff 
Johriy on his invasion of North Wales, in 121 1, ad- 
vanced through Rhuddlan into Carnarvonshire. In 
the following year the castle was attacked, but with- 
out effect, by Prince Llewelyn, who, however, suc- 
ceeded in capturing it in 1214. From this time it 
appears to have been alternately in the possession of 
the English and the Welsh, till the year 1277, when 
it was finally wrested from the latter by Edward /., 
who, fully aware of the importance of its occupation, 
in the prosecution of his schemes of conquest, made 
it the principal rendezvous for the forces which he 
had assembled for the subjugation of Wales. It like- 
wise formed the grand depot of arms and provisions 
for the supply of his invading army. Edward, hav- 
ing strongly fortified the place, took up his residence 
at Rhuddlan, while conducting the conquest of the 
country, and here entered into a treaty with Llew- 
elyn, who submitted himself almost entirely to his 
mercy, consented to repair hither to take the oath of 
fealty to him, and paid him the sum of two thousand 
marks. 

Anian, prior of the monastery of Rhuddlan, hav- 
ing been elected to the see of St. Asaph, in 1268, 
petitioned EMward, about the year 1282, after the 
seat of his diocese had been in a great measure de- 
stroyed by the contending armies, to remove the 
episcopal chair to Rhuddlan, as a place of safety, 
where the bishops and the church might, under shel- 
ter of the strong castle there, be protected from the 
furious attacks of both parties, to which they still 
continued exposed. This the English king would 
willingly have done, having even made an offer of 
land here, on which to build a new cathedral, to- 
gether with a thousand marks to defray the expense 
of its erection; but the consent of the pontiff was 
never obtained, and the cathedral was at length 
rebuilt on its former site. Llewelyn, however, 
repenting of the submission he had maae to the Eng- 
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lish monarch, and aware of the danger of leaving so 
important a place in the hands of his enemy, in con- 
junction wito his brother Davydd, whom a sense of 
the common danger had reconciled to his cause, 
captured all the fortresses of the English in North 
Wales, except the castle of Rhuddlan, which he at 
length invested, and slew all the workmen engaged 
in strengthening the fortifications. Edward, relying- 
on the strength of this fortress, and making every 
preparation for the final subjugation of the Welsh, 
immediately issued summonses from Worcester, com- 
manding that all his military tenants, including the 
military services of the prelates, and of the twenty- 
four abbots holding of the crown, should meet him at 
Rhuddlan in the ensuing month of June, 1282. On 
the approach of Edward, about the middle of this 
month, the Welsh princes raised the siege; and in 
the following July, the English monarch, during bis 
residence here, issued orders to the sheriffs of the 
adjacent border counties to raise each a certain num- 
ber of hatchet-men, to act as pioneers for the safe 
passage of his army into the interior. From this 

Elace, too, it was that the ineffectual negotiations 
etween Edward and the Welsh princes, through 
the medium of the Archbishop of Canterbury, were 
carried on ; but all conferences being at length bro- 
ken off, Edward advanced, in the beginning of No- 
vember, from Rhuddlan to Aberconway, but returned 
on the 24th of the same month, after the defeat of a 
body of his forces near Bangor, and hence issued 
writs for assembling a parliament to grant extra- 
ordinary supplies for the maintenance of the war. 
After the unfortunate death of Llewelyn, in the fol- 
lowing winter, and the entire dispersion of the Welsh 
forces, his brother Davydd, with his wife, two sons, 
and seven daughters, was brought prisoner to Rhudd- 
lan, where the English king had now taken up his 
residence to settle the affairs of his newly-conquered 
territories: after being kept for some time a close 
prisoner in the castle, he was removed in chains to 
Shrewsbury, and was there ignominiously put to 
death as a traitor. 

Durinc; his residence at Rhuddlan, Exlward in- 
stituted the celebrated body of laws, for the govern- 
ment of his new subjects, called ^Uhe statute of 
Rhuddlan," which introduced the English system of 
judicature into the extensive territories which, on 
account of their remote situation, had escaped the 
usurpation of the lords marcher; and he likewise 
issued from this place a proclamation to all the in- 
habitants of Wales, that he would receive them under 
his protection, and assure to them the enjoyment of 
their liberties and estates, under the same tenures as 
they had heretofore held them of their native princes. 
It was here also that Edward, while sitting in coun- 
cil, at which the Welsh chieftains attended, promised 
to them for their sovereign a native of their own 
country, one who knew not how to speak a word of 
English, and whose life and conduct had been hither- 
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to irreproachable. On their acclamations of joy, and 
promise of obedience, he invested with the princi- 
pality his infant son Edward, who had iust been born 
m the castle of Carnarvon. Ekiward, in order to 
^uard Rhuddlan against any future attempts of the 
Welsh, resolved upon rebuilding the castle, and ren- 
dering it impregnable by the strength of its fortifica- 
tions; and more than fifteen years were employed in 
the accomplishment of this work^ which was con- 
ducted on a scale of splendour and magnificence, of 
which striking evidence is preserved in its present 
stately ruins. Although not completed during Ed- 
ward's sojourn here, that monarch's second child, the 
princess Eleanor, was born in the castle. In the 
mean time the town rapidly increased in population 
and importance: it was principally inhabited by 
English settlers, and soon became the chief town in 
this part of the principality. The inhabitants had 
been invested with many immunities by Hugh Lu- 
pus, Earl of Chester ; and the number of burgesses, 
which in his time amounted only to eight, was ex- 
tended to eighteen by Robert de Rotelan, who aug- 
mented their privileges, making them equal to those 
enjoyed by the men of Hereford. By a writ issued 
by Edward from Bristol, in 1284, Rhuddlan, in com- 
mon with some other Welsh towns, was declared to 
be free for ever from paying the taxes called tal- 
liages ; and by a charter dated at Flint, on September 
8th, of the same year, in the 12th of his reign, the 
same monarch made the place a free borough, ordain- 
ing that the constable of the castle should be mayor, 
to be assisted by two bailiffs, chosen annually from 
the burgesses, and by other municipal officers. He 
granted the .corporation also a guild ; a prison, with 
power to hold courts for determining all offences not 
extending to life or limb ; a forest and free warren ; 
and numerous other privileges and immunities, all 
which were subsequently confirmed by Richard H., 
at Leicester, and again by the same monarch at 
Westminster. 

Sir Grufydd Llwyd, who had received from Eki- 
ward L the honour of knighthood, on bringing to 
that monarch tidings of the birth of his son at Car- 
narvon, rebelling against Edward IL^ assembled a 
large number o^ native troops in 13*22, and assaulted 
the castle of this place; but, after many fruitless 
attempts to reduce it, he was taken prisoner, and, 
after being confined here for some time, was execut- 
ed. Rhuddlan Castle was granted by Edward IILy 
in the seventh year of his reign, to bis son Edward 
the Black Prince, as forming part of the earldom of 
Chester ; and, according to a survey of the revenues 
of that earldom, made about forty years after this 
time, it appears that the town of Rhuddlan paid to 
the Earls of Chester a chief-rent of £72. 9. 2. per 
annum, and that the emoluments of the constable of 
the castie, who was accountable for the payment of 
that rent, amounted to £8. 14. per annum. On the 
return of Richard IL from his expedition into Ire- 
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land, whence he was recalled by the distracted state 
of his government at home, that monarch was brought 
to thb town by the £^rl of Northumberland and a 
large body of retainers, by whom he was held in a 
state of honourable captivity; and having staid here 
for a short time, for the purpose of refreshment, he 
was hurried forward by tnat nobleman to the castle 
of Flint, where he was betrayed into the power of 
his rival Bolingbroke, afterwards Henry IV. From 
this period, little is recorded of the history of the 
castle, which appears to have fallen into neglect, and 
to have become dilapidated ; for, on the breaking out 
of the parliamentary war, a very great expense was 
incurred in putting it in proper condition for receiv- 
ing the troops by which it was garrisoned for the 
king. In 1645 it was besieged by a powerful body 
of parliamentarian forces, under the command of Sir 
William Brereton : the garrison made a valiant and 
successful defence, and Sir William, after many 
fruitiess efforts to reduce it, was compelled to retire 
to Chester. In the following year the castie was 
besieged by General Mytton, to whom it surren- 
dered, and it was soon afterwards dismantled by 
order of the parliament. 

The TOWN, now comparatively little more than a 
village, is pleasantly situated in an extensive vale, on 
the east bank of the river Clwyd, and about two 
miles above its influx into the Irish Sea: it consists 
principally of one good street, intersected by several 
smaller thoroughfares; the houses are neatly built, 
the streets indifferentiy and only partially paved, and 
the inhabitants but scantily supplied with water, 
which, in dry seasons, they are frequentiy obliged to 
bring from a spot a mile distant Over the river 
Clwyd, which empties itself into St George's Chan- 
nel, is an ancient bridge of two arches, built in the 
year 1595, by William Hughes, Bishop of St. Asaph, 
near which the tide formerly rose to a sufficient 
height to enable boats of seven tons' burthen, or 
^^£bts," as they are here called, to approach the 
town; but great improvements have in later times 
been made m the navigation of this river. Among 
these may be more particularly noticed an extensive 
embankment, raisea at the expense of the trustees 
for the inclosure, under an act of parliament, of the 
Morva Rhuddlan ; by which meaos the river is pre- 
vented from inundating the contiguous grounds, and 
much valuable land has been gained. A commodious 
harbour has also been formed, which is accessible at 
all states of the tide for vessels of one hundred tons' 
burthen. Spacious quays and wharfs have been con- 
structed, and warehouses erected, for facilitating the 
trade of the place, which has become a central depot for 
supplying the several towns in the Vale of Clwyd and 
the adjacent parts of North Wales; and in the spring 
of 1841, permission was obtained to make Rhuddlan a 
bonded port for timber. The principal trade consists 
in the exportation of grain and timber, of which great 
quantities sdre shipped to Liverpool and the neighbour* 
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ing ports, and of lead-ore from the adjacent mines of 
Talar Gocb; and in the importation of coal, groceries, 
and shop goodsof various descriptions, to be distributed 
hence throughout the surrounding country by land 
carriage. The port is formed by the mouth of the 
Clwyd, at a place called the Voryd, or " Sea Ford." 
Steam-packets ply regularly between this place and 
Liverpool, and brigs and sloops sail frequently both 
to that and other ports : the old turnpike-road from 
Holywell to Abergele passes through the town. 
Rhyl, in the parish, has of late years risen into re- 
pute as a batning-place, and is much resorted to by 
visiters during the summer, for whose accommodation 
two hotels have been erected: for a more detailed 
account see the article on that place. Fairs are held 
at Rhuddlan on February 2nd, March 25th, and 
September 8th. 

The charter granted by Edward I., and confirmed 
by Richard II., has been in disuse ever since the 
period when the castle was dismantled by order of 
the parliament, no constable having since been 
elected, and consequently the boroueh has had no 
mayor: the appointment of the bailiffs, however, 
which is vesteid in tlie lord of the manor, still an- 
nually takes place, llie corporation no longer ex- 
ercise any magisterial authority, and the courts for- 
merly in existence under their charter have been dis- 
continued, those now held being only the courts 
baron and leet of the lord of the manor, at the latter 
of which, in October, the borough officers are chosen. 
But, though reduced in extent and importance, the 
place still retains its privilege, as one of the parlia" 
merUary boroughs within the countv, of contributing 
in the return of a member to parliament: the right 
of election is in all the inhabitants paying scot and 
lot within the limits of Rhuddlan franchise, which ex- 
tends over five townships of the parish of Rhuddlan, 
a part of that of St. Asaph, and portions of those 
of Cwm and Disserth ; and the present number of 
electors is about a hundred and eighty. The limits 
of the borough remain unaltered by the measures of 
1832, to <^ Amend the Representation :" although so 
extensive, they comprise only thirty-three houses of 
the yearly value of £10, twenty-three of which are 
situated in the town. Rhuddlan is also one of the 
polling- places in t]i^e election of a knight for the shire. 
Until the f)a8sing of the inclosure act already alluded 
to, in the d4th of Geor^ III., the inhabitants en- 

1'oyed very important rights of common, which they 
lad exercised time immemorially, turning their cat- 
tle, sheep, and horses on all the wastes within the 
borough, without restriction ; but at that period this 

Crivilege was taken away, and, as no right of the 
urgesses was recognized by the legislature, no allot- 
ment or compensation was made to them in respect 
of their interest in the soil. 

The LIVING is a vicarage, rated in the king's 
books at £1L 10. 5., and in the patronage of uie 
Bishop of St Asaph : the great tithes were g^nted 
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by Edward I. to the Dean and Chapter of St Asaph, 
in 1284, and are now the principal source of revenue 
to that body. The whole tithes nave been commoted 
for various rent-charges amounting in the whole to 
£991. I. 10., of which £649. 17. 2. are payable to 
the Dean and Chapter, subject to rates that average 
£87. 16. 7.; £264. 1. 10. belong to the vicar, subject 
to rates, which average £35. 4. 3. ; £71.2. 10., sub- 
ject to rates, averaging £8. 18. 3., are payable to the 
archdeacon of Disserth; and £6 to the Bishop of 
Bangor. A good glebe-bouse was built in 1820 ; and 
there are 12 acres of glebe, valued at £24 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St Mary, is an an- 
cient structure, partly in the early style of Ekigtish 
architecture, consisting of a nave, chancel, and north 
aisle, and containing some interesting monuments to 
the family of Bodryddan, especially one of white 
marble, to the memory of the Very Rev. W. D. 
Shipley, Dean of St Asaph, who was buried in an 
elegant mausoleum adjoining, which was erected by 
himself during his life. There are places of worship 
for Baptists, and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Method- 
ists, the two latter having also places of worship at 
Rhyl. Through the exertions of the Rev. Thomas 
Wynne Edwards, a National school was established, 
in 1829, by subscription, aided by a grant of £50 
from the parent society in London ; the building is 
capable of receiving one hundred and forty children, 
and there are at present 70 boys and 1 girls, who 
are gratuitously instructed. There is also another 
National school, containing 60 girls that attend the 
Established Church, 15 of whom are paid for by 
Lady Mostyn, of Pengwern, who allows £8 per 
annum, and the rest by Mrs. Yonge, of Bodryddan, 
from whom the mistress receives a salary of £15; 
and a day school is carried on, in which about 20 
females are taught at the expense of their parents. 
A Sunday school is kept in the church, and others 
are conducted by different denominations of dissent- 
ers. Various charitable donations and bequests have 
been made, all of £10 each, amounting to £80, which 
sum, in 1718, was secured by a rent-charge of £4, 
annually distributed in clothing on St Thomas's-<lay 
among the poor. 

The ancient castle occupied an ^levated site on 
the bank of the river Clwyd, commanding the harbour, 
and the pass above Morva Rhuddlan ; the vralls in- 
closed an octagonal area, and were defended by six 
round towers o? great strength, of which those at the 
east and west angles were double, and those at the 
north and south were single ; the steep acclivity to- 
wards the river was defended with high walls and 
square towers, and the whole was encircled by a 
broad and deep fosse, faced with stone. This for- 
tress was built of limestone, freestone, and red sand- 
stone, and of its original splendour and magnificence 
a striking memorial is presented in its venerable and 
stately ruins, which are among the most interesting 
and extensive in the principality. They consist 
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chiefly of the walls, which are seventeen feet in 
thickness, and on the south side nearly entire ; three 
of the round towers, of which one called Twr y 
Brenhin, or " the king's tower," is in tolerable pre- 
servation ; the remains of various state apartments 
within the area, in one of which it is said the princess 
Eleanor was born; one of the square towers that 
defended the acclivity from the river, which is still 
entire; and the ruins of another, named "Twr y 
Silod." To the south of the castle is an artificial 
mound, styled Toothill, surrounded by a deep fosse, 
and once probably the site of the fort and palace 
built by Llewelyn ab Seisyllt, and destroyed by 
Harold : the fosse comprises a quadrilateral area, in 
which was also anciently included the priory of 
Rhuddlan. 

The PRioRT was founded in the year 1197, by 
Ranulph de Blundeville, Earl of Chester, for bre- 
thren of the Dominican order; and in 1268, Anian 
de Schonan, prior, was made Bishop of St Asaph. 
The establishment suffered greatly during the wars 
of Edward L, but it still continued to nourish till 
the dissolution, when its revenue was estimated at 
£197. 19. 10.: the site and buildings were granted, 
in the d2nd of Henry VI 1 1., to Harry ab Harry. 
The remains, now converted into a farm-house and 
stables, consist chiefly of some part of the dormitory 
and domestic apartments, which are tolerably perfect. 
Many stone coffins have been dug up on the site of 
the ancient buildings, which appear to have been 
very extensive ; and among the monumental stones 
found near the spot is one to the memory of Anian 
de Schonan, on which is his effigy, holding the crosier 
in the left hand, the right handraised as if in the act 
of benediction, and the head crowned with a mitre ; 
this stone is now built up in the wall of a bam. In 
the cemetery many human skeletons have been dis- 
covered, and numbers of human bones are yet fre- 
J|uently thrown up by the spade. Not far distant 
rom tne priory stands a farm-house called Spital^ 
or << Yspytty," formerly an hospital belonging to the 
Knights Templars, founded by Edward 1., in 1279; 
and near it is a fine spring, from which the priory 
derived water, conveyed to it by leaden pipes, that 
were taken up only a few years ago: from this 
spring the town of Rhuddlan is now supplied during 
seasons of drought On the east side of the princi- 
pal street is still remaining a portion of the house in 
which Edward L sate in council, while superintend- 
ing the erection of the castle, and legislating for the 
future government of his Welsh subjects; and in 
commemoration of this circumstance, a stone waa 
placed in the building by the late Dean Shipley, 
with the following inscription : — *^ This fragment is 
the remains of the building where King Inward I. 
held his parliament, A.D., 1283, in which was passed 
the statute of Rhuddlan, securing to the principality 
of Wales its judicial rights and independence." 
About a mile from the town, in the hamlet of Cricin, 
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is a large tunmhu^ heaped over the remains of St 
Eui^n, or Cain, daughter of Maelgwyn, and niece 
of St Asaph, founder of the see oi that name: on 
the tumulus is the shaft of a cross, the head of which 
is now in a pool on the farm adjoining. Bddryddan, 
in the parish, has been the property and residence of 
the family of Conway from the time of Edward III., 
by whom it was bestowed upon John Coniers of 
Conway, at that time governor of Calais, and to 
whom also belonged the castle and manor of Rhudd- 
lan, by a grant from Edward the Black Prince. 
The mansion is spacious ; and the grounds, which are 
very extensive, are enriched with some of the finest 
timber in Nordi Wales. 

RHWNGDWY-CLYDACH (RHWNG DWY 
GLYDACH), HIGHER, a township, in the parisk 
and hundred of Llangyvblach, union of Swansea, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 9 miles 
(n. by £.) from Swansea; containing 286 inhabit- 
ants. This place, the name of whidi denotes its 
situation between the Upper and Lower Clydacb 
rivers, contains several respectable residences, in 
some instances embosomed in wood. 

RHWNGDWY-CLYDACH (RHWNG DWY 
GLYDACH), LOWER, a township, in the parish 
and hundred of Llangtvelach, union of Swansea, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 7 miles 
(n. by E.) from Swansea; containing 1152 inhabit- 
ants. It is situated, as its name imports, between 
the Lower and Upper Clydach rivers. There are 
coal-pits, with a railway to the Swansea canal, which 
here passes along the right bank of the river Tawy. 
A day school afibrds instruction to about 50 children 
at the expense of their parents ; and 35 males and 
females are taught in a Sunday school supported by 
subscription. 

RHtDERIN, or RHYTCRIW (RHtD-YR- 
HIN), a hamlet, in the parish of Llanegrin, hun« 
dred of TAlybont, county of Merioneth, North 
Wales, 4 miles (n.) fromTowyn; containing 501 
inhabitants. The name is derived from a danger- 
ous ford by which the Dysyni was crossed at this 
place. The hamlet compnses the western portion of 
the parish, having the parish of Llangelynin on the 
west, and the river Dysyni on the east and south. 
It contains the church, which is seated on the decli- 
vity of a lofty mountain near the Dysyni; and 
several respectable residences, some of which com- 
mand extensive views of the ocean, are scattered 
over it. 

RHtDGWERN, a township, in that part of the 
parish of Machen which is in the hundred of Caer- 
philly, union of Newport, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 4 miles (s.) ft*om Caerphilly; con- 
taining 206 inhabitants. It is bounded on the north 
and east by the river Romney, which here takes a 
wide sweep, and is crossed by a bridee on the road 
from Caerphilly to Newport The principal part of 
the parish is in lower Wentlloog hundred, county of 
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Monmouth. There are several respectable residences 
in this township, which is in general well wooded, 
and has a diversified surface. 

RHtDONEN, with TrAvechan, a hamlet, in 
that part of the parish of Llanynys which is in the 
hundred of Ruthin, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales : the population is returned with the parish. 
It is situated near an ancient ford, where is now a 
bridge on the river Clwyd, from which circumstance 
it takes its name. 

RHtD-Y-BOITHAN (RHtD-Y-FYDDIN), 
a hamlet, in the parish of Eglwysilan, hundred 
of Caerphilly, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, 4 miles (s. e.) from Newbridge ; containing 
1313 inhabitants, the population having increased 
above one-half since the census of 1831. The river 
Taf forms the western boundary of this hamlet, 
which takes its name from a ford that anciently 
crossed a small stream running into that river, at a 
place where a bridge now is. The Glamorganshire 
canal process along the eastern bank of the Taf, 
and the high road from Cardiff to Merthyr-Tydvil 
pursues its course between them, and within a few 
yards of each. The hamlet contains numerous re- 
spectable and pleasing residences, many of which 
are ornamented with surrounding plantations. The 
ruins of Castell Coch, supposed to nave been erected 
by a celebrated chieftain named Ivor Bach, occupy 
the brow of a perpendicular rock, near the left bank 
of the Taf, at the south-western extremity of the 
hamlet, and exhibit, in combination with the well- 
wooded eminences contiguous, a picturesque and 
diversified scene. Another object of interest is the 
tepid spring called TaPs Well, on the banks of the 
river. 

RHYL, a hamlet, in that part of the parish of 
Rhuddlan which is in the hundred of Prestatyn, 
county of Flint, North Wales, 2 miles (n. n. w.) 
from the town of Rhuddlan : the population is re- 
turned with the parish. This place, which is situ- 
ated at the northern extremity of the parish, and at 
the lower end of the fertile Vale of Clwyd, previously 
to the year 1826, consisted only of a few scattered 
dwellings ; but since that time, from the pleasantness 
of its position on the coast of the Irish Sea, along 
the margin of which some fine smooth and firm 
sands here extend for several miles, it has become a 
favourite resort for sea-bathing; and is frequented 
by numerous visiters, for whom two respectable 
hotels have been established, and several private 
houses erected, in which lodging, with every accom- 
modation, may be obtained. The sands, which pro- 
ject a considerable distance into the sea, besides 
being very convenient for bathing, afford an exten- 
sive and delightful promenade. The vicinity com- 
mands some fine views of the most picturesque 
portions of the Vale of Clwyd, the Clwydiaii range 
of mountains, Llandulas bay, Orme's Head, the Isle 
of Anglesey, and the mountains of Cumberland. 
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Steam-vessels land passengers daily at the Voryd 
pier, about a mile distant; and the varioua advan- 
tages of the place, combined with the retirement of 
its situation, render it desirable to families wishing 
to obtain the benefit of sea air and bathing, without 
the ordinary bustle and £Eitigue of more fiishionable 
watering-places. 

RHYWAEDOG (RHlW.WAEDOG),atown. 
ship, in the parish of Llanvawr, hundred of Pen- 
LL^N, county of Merioneth, North Wales, 2 
miles (e. s. e.) from Bala: the population is in- 
cluded in the return for the parish. The name 
signifies ^* the bloody brow," and refers to a battle 
fought here at some remote period, and ,the peculiar 
situation of the place on the ridge of a lofty eminence. 
Pwll y Gelanead, or ^^ the pool of the slain," b a 
small lake of stagnant water in a contiguous vale, 
where a severe contest was maintained between the 
Britons and the Saxons, in which the only surviving 
son of the aged Llywarch was slain. A churcfa, 
parsonage-house, and National school^ were built in 
the township a few years since by the Rev. W. 
Cleaver, rector of the parish. 

RIDLEY, a township, in the parochial chapelrj 
of Is-y-CoED, union of Wrexham, hundred of 
Bromfield, county of Denbigh, North Wales, 
5^ miles (e. by n.) from Wrexham; containing 35 
inhabitants. A house has been built by subscription 
for a day and Sunday school. The rateable annual 
value of the township is returned at £522. 

ROATH (RHATH), a parish, in the union (J 
Cardiff, hundred of Kibbor, county of Glamor- 
gan, South Wales, 1^ mile (n. e. by e.) from 
Cardiff; containing 298 inhabitants. Khath, the 
original name of this place, is a common Welsh de- 
signation for ancient earthworks, of which there are 
several in the immediate vicinity: the late Mr. 
Edward Williams, the Glamorganshire antiquary, 
supposed the name to be derived from the station 
BatostabiuSf which he fixes at Cardiff. The parist 
is situated on the western bank of the river Romney, 
over which there is a bridge of one arch, and on the 
great western road througn the county. Its surface, 
forming an extent of about one thousand five hun- 
dred acres, is nearly a perfect flat, except that to the 
north of the village there is a gentle rise. The 
Romney, which here separates the counties of Gla- 
morgan and Monmouth, formerly inundated the 
moors to a great extent, but an embankment o^ 
been constructed within the last few years, which has 
confined it to its proper channel. The quality of 
the soil is various, the upper lands towards the north 
being a red stiff clay, and the flat ground being com- 
posea of sandy loam and gravel, which, towards the 
moors, become covered with tenacious clay^ fit ''^ 
making bricks. The parish contains several ff^ 
gentlemen's houses, of which Plas Newydd, in the 
castellated style, is the principal ; and is divided ioto 
three lordships, Tewkesbury, Dogfield, and Keyn- 
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Bham, tlie manorial rights of tbe two first of which 
belong to the Marquess of Bute, and those of the 
last to Sir C. Morgan, Bart The living is a vicar- 
age not in charge, endowed with £800 royal bounty ; 
net income, £106: the tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £307. 10., of which a sum of 
£160 is payable to the Dean and Chapter of Glou- 
cester, £72. 10. to the Marquess of Bute, who is 
also patron of the benefice, and £75 to the vicar, 
who has 12 acres of land in the parish of Bedwas, 
and 10 in that of St. Woollos, Monmouthshire. The 
church, dedicated to St. Margaret, is a small neat 
structure, with a chancel that was rebuilt by the late 
Marquess of Bute, who also erected, on the northern 
side of it, a splendid mausoleum for his family, where 
he and the late Marchioness and Lord Mountstuart 
are interred. A Sunday and day school, supported 
by C. C. Williams, Esq., is attended by about tliirty 
males and females. Near the centre of the rising 
ground to the north of the village is a spring of pure 
water, called Penylan Well, which has been inclosed, 
and is greatly resorted to by ^11 classes on Easter 
Monday, when it is supposed that charms are 
wrought, fortunes foretold, and wishes registered at 
the mystic stream. 

ROBESTON WATHEN, or EAST, a parish, 
in the union and hundred of Narberth, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 2 miles (w. by n.) from 
Narberth ; containing 439 inhabitants. The parish 
is situated on the turnpike-road leading from Nar- 
berth to Haverfordwest, and not far from the Canas- 
ton or East Cleddy river, which is navigable to 
within a few hundred yards of its western boundary. 
It comprises a moderate portion of arable and pasture 
land, inclosed and cultivated ; the soil is fertile ; and 
the inhabitants are employed in agriculture, and in 
the procuring of limestone, which is found in some 
parts of the parish of a very excellent quality, re- 
sembling that of Aberthaw, in Glamorganshire, and 
for the exportation of which the river Cleddy affords 
every facility. The rateable annual value of pro- 
perty is £1246. 10. 11. The village is seated on 
an eminence, and with the tower of its church rising 
above the thick foliage of the adjacent wood, forms ^ 
highly picturesque object, as seen from a distance ; 
the surrounding scenery is richly diversified ; and 
the prospects over the adjacent country abound with 
interesting and romantic features. Robeston Wathen 
House is a pleasing residence, surrounded with 
thriving plantations, which, with some, neighbouring 
woods, form one of the few well-timbered spots with 
which the prevailing nakedness of the county is con- 
trasted. From the churchyard is obtained a beau- 
tiful view of the opposite hill, crowned with the 
magnificent ruins of Lawhaden Castle, apparently 
on the brink of a richly wooded precipice, overhang- 
ing the river Cleddy, which flows at its base, and on 
the margin of which is seen the church of Lawhaden, 
in a sequestered spot The living is consolidated 
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with the rectory of Narberth : the church, which is 
situated on elevated ground, was originally a rude 
structure with a lofty square embattled tower, but is 
now a very neat little edifice, having been lately 
rebuilt at a cost of £330, of which £70 were raised 
by a rate, £90 granted by the Church Building 
Society, and the remainder the result of subscriptions 
from the landed proprietors and the rector. In the 
parish are vestiges of a small encampment, popularly 
called a Rlidthj but nothing of its origin is known, 
nor do the remains possess any interest. 

ROBESTON (WEST), a parish, in the union 
of Haverfordwest, hundred of Rh6s, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 3 miles (n. n. w.) from 
Milford ; containing 97 inhabitants. This place is 
situated a few miles to the north of Milford Haven, 
on the old turnpike-road leading to Old Milford, or 
Haking ; and comprises a moderate tract of arable 
and pasture land, all inclosed and in a good state of 
cultivation ; the rateable annual value being returned 
at £1761. Robeston Hall, a good family mansion, 
is pleasantly situated, and forms, with its grounds, 
which are well laid out, an ornamental object. The 
living is a rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£6. 6. 8., and in the patronage of the Crown ; pre- 
sent net income, £169. 

ROCH, a parish, in the union of Haverford- 
west, hundred of Rh6s, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 6 miles (n. w. by w.) from Haverford- 
west; containing 832 inhabitants. This place derives 
its name from a rocky mountainous ridge, rising 
abruptly from the plain, and the summit whereof is 
occupied by an ancient castle, which, from its situa- 
tion near tne extremity of the district of Rhos, was 
probably erected as a Dorder fortress by some of the 
earlier Norman invaders, or by the Flemings, who, 
in the reign of Henry I., settled in tliis part of the 
principality. The first possessor of the castle of 
whom any notice is extant, was Adam de Rupe, or 
de la Roche, who is by some writers supposed to 
have been the founder, and to whom also is attributed 
the establishment of the church, and of the priory of 
Hubberston Pill. Little is recorded of the history 
of the castle, which appears to have been constructed 
equally with a view to military and domestic pur- 

Eoses ; but it is known to have belonged to the de 
I Roches till the reign of Henry Vl., when the 
extensive estates of that family were divided be- 
tween two coheiresses, at which time it is thought to 
have been abandoned as a residence. It was gar- 
risoned for the king during the war in the reign of 
Charles I., and in 1644 was besieged by the parlia- 
mentarians, under the command of Captain Edwards, 
to whom, after a defence of two days, it was surren- 
dered. The parish, which lies on the eastern shore 
of St Bride's bay, and on the turnpike-road leading 
from Haverfordwest to St. David's, is of considerable 
extent, comprising a large tract of arable and pasture 
land, which, with the exception of Cyfern mountain, 
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occiipying only a sm^I portion of it, and the cliSs to patches, is generally destitute both of pleaung mi 

the west and south-wes^ bordering upon the bay, is of picturesque character. 

incloted and Id a good state of cultivation ; the rate- . HUABON (RHIW-ABON), a parah, in the 

able annual value being returned at £2746. There union of Wrexh&h, hundred of Bromfield, cointy 

is a culm colliery in the parish ; and a break-water of Denbigh, North Wales, 5 miles (s. w. by s.) 

baa been erected for the protection of vessels arriving from Wrexham; containing 10,856 inhabituits, of 

at Nolton haven, whence a lai^ quantity of culm is whom 657 are in the township : the population h« 

annually shipped by means of jetties recently con- increased one-fourth since the census of 18S1. This 

structeo. Cyfern is a handsome residence occupy- place, which derives its name fivm its situation on the 

inga pleasant situation. small river Avon, is distii^ished in the Welsh an- 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the nals on account of a fierce and <^Ciniitely coBtested 

king's books at £4. IB. 9., endowed with £200 royal battle fought in the vicinity, between the forces 

bounty, and in the patronage of the Crown ; present under Owain Cyveiliog, Prince of Powys, and the 

net income, £137; impropriator, George Augustus English, in which the former obtained a. decisiK 

Harries, Esq. The tithes have been commuted for victory. In c<HDnicmoration of this event, the Welsk 

a rent-charge of £299. 17., of which £200 are pay- prince, who was eminent both as a warrior and s 

able to tlie impropriator, subject to rates, averaging poet, composed a beautiful poem called Hirlaa Owain, 

£12. 16. 8., and £99. 17. to the vicar, subject to or "the drinking horn of Owain," of which an ele- 

rates that average £6. B. 4. : a glebe of 2^ acres, gant translation by the Rev. Ricbard Williams ii 

valued at £6 per annum, belongs to the incumbent preserved in Penn^t's Tour in North Wales. The 

The church, dedicated to St; Mary, is a plain neat parish is situated in a picturesque part of the county, 

edifice without a tower, consisting only of a nave within three miles qf the great Holyhead road, and 

and cliancel, and containiag a chaste monument to is bounded on the south by the river Dee. The 

the memory of the Rer. John Grant, a former vicar, village, which is of considerable size, and of prqMs- 

There were anciently two chapels of ease, both now sessing appearance, is on the road from Oswestry 

in ruins; one at Hilton, a mile to the south of the to Wrexham and Chester, and seems to bare been 

church, and the (tther, called Caradoc's cbapel, at indebted for its original prosperity to the noble 

Trcvran, about a mile and a half distant from it, on mansion of Wynnstay, in the immediate vidoiiy, 

the margin of the bay, probably erected to com- and for its present importance chiefly to the eztes- 

memorate the spot where the corpse of St. Caradoc sive mines of iron-stone and coal which abonnd, par* 

rested on its way for interment at St David's. There ticularly in the southern and western parts of the 

are places of worship for Baptists and Wesleyan parish. 

Methodists. John, third son of the Rev. John Grant, The extensive park of Wynnstay is entered fro" 

bequeathed £500 for the endowment of a free school tJie village by a plain but handsome g^eway of 

here, theinterestofwhichsumis.paid towards thesup- modem erection, opening into a atrai^t avenue, 

port of a school, containing about 40 diildren daily, nearly a mile in length, composed of lofty trees of 

and 25 on Sundays; of the former number, 25 are ancient growth, in which venerable oaks, stately 

gratuitously instructed, and the rest paid tor by their elms, beeches and cbestnnts are intermingled, aiid 

parents. The school is carried on in a cottage on at the extremity of which is the mansion, the bos- 

the glebe-land, by the permission of the vicar, and pitable residence of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, 

the master, who has a salary of £20, is appointed by Bart., beautifully situated on a fine large lawn, hsv- 

the vicar and churchwardens, who also nominate the ing a noble artificial slieet of water in front, refled* 

children. Mrs. Fluerton, in 1700, bequeathed a rent- ing from its surface the foliage of some nugestu 

charge of £2 to the poor, but it is at present unpro- trees near its margin. This spanous stansion, which 

ductive. The remains of the casde form an inte- has been erected at different periods, and in vsrioui 

resting and striking object : this structure originally styles of architecture, though wanting unity in it* 

consisted of one stately tower, divided into three design, is, notwithstanding, a stately pile, poBsesaag, 

stories, each composed of a large apartment, with an from its extent and snb^ntial elevation, a striking 

elegant smaller apartment, or retiring-room, hav- character of simple and unostentatious grandeur, 

ing an arched roof and an oriel window, both en- The older portion contains the domestic mces and 

ricned with tracery ; the ruins consist of the shell of general apartments for the accommodation of the 

this tower in a very perfect state. The rock on household. On the wall of a tower within the coiirt 

which it is built is, on the south side, incorporated of this part of the house is the following Latin in- 

with the building for nearly half the height, and a scripCion, allusive to the name of Wynnstay : " ^ 

huge mass protrudes into the lower apartment. The domut ett mctiaqae decau^ et patria dulcia, amt aiAi 

pro^>ect from the tower is very extensive, command- kiee vita, catera nra labor. Struxit Johannes Jfy"") 

uig the whole of St, Bride's bay, with a great part Milea et baronettmt, A.D, 1 70fl." The more modem 

of the adjacent country, which, from the want of part of the building, erected by the first Sir Watkin, 

wood, with the exception only of two or three small and enlarged and modernized by the bte bsroD^'i 
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is a bandBome sabcdaotial straoture, of -which die 
interior comprises several noble apartments, embel- 
lished with excellent family portraits by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds and some of the best masters, two full** 
length paintings of Charles IL and his Queen, and 
miraerous other paintings of merit ; in the drawing- 
room are several fine marble busts of distinguish- 
ed characters by Noilekios and others. Adjoining 
the house is a small handsome edifice, originally 
built as a theatre, in which, during the ^tival 
of Christmas, dramatic performances were exhibited 
for the amusement of the nobility and gentry of 
the surrounding country, guests of the Mspitable 
proprietor. 

The PARK, which is twelve miles in circomfer- 
enoe, is enriched with fine timber, and comprehenik 
much variety and beauty of scenery : there are hand- 
9ome lodges or entrances into it from various parts 
of the ac^oent district; and a new drive, leading to 
the house from the lodge recently built on the lin- 
den road, bM added greatly not only to the con- 
venience of access, but to die embellishment of the 
Sounds on the south side. At a short distance from 
B hall is the cold toth, near^which stands a hand- 
some fluted column^ erected af^er a design by the 
hte Mr. James Wyatt, to the memory of Sir W.- W. 
Wynne, fourth baronet, by his mother : the shaft of 
the column, which is one hundred feet in height, rests 
upon a square pedestal, sixteen foet high, oma- 
nented on the faces wiUi festooned wreaths of oak- 
leaves, and at the anglea with eagles finely moulded 
in bronze ; the capit^ is surmounted by an entabla- 
ture supporting a circular platform, surrounded with 
an iron balustrade, to which there is an ascent from 
within the column by a flight of spiral steps, and 
having in the centre a circuhr pedestal, twelve feet 
high, on whidi is placed a massive vase of bronse, 
enriched with goats' heads. Over the door leading 
to the ascent is a tablet bearing the inscription, << To 
the memory of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Bart, 
who died the 2dth day of July, mdcclxxxix., this 
column was erected by his affectionate mother, 
Frances Williams Wynne ;^ and on the north-eBst 
side, tn letters of copper, <* FiUo Optimo^ Maier Eheu 
SuptrstetJ^ Near this colnmn is a fine sheet of 
water, bounded by Wat's Dyke, which here inter- 
sects the park. Mid from which the mansion origi- 
nally derived the name of Wattstay, changed by Sir 
John Wynne to its present appellation. The dyke, 
which entered the park near its northern bouncmry, 
has been levelled in its course through the grounds, 
but is traced again on the south side, near renylan, 
and crosses the river Dee at its junction with the 
Ceiriog. By the late improvements, part of Offa's 
Dyke is now within the lunits of the park, which it 
enters at the second lodge from Ruabon^ and leaves 
again near the Waterloo Tower. Near the souths 
western extremi^ of the woods is a cenotaph^ erected 
by the late Sir W. W. Wynne, from a design by Sir 
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Jeffrey Wyatville, to the memory of his brother 
officers ana soldiers who were slain during the re- 
bellion in Ireland, in 1798; it stands on an eminence 
overlooking a deep ravine, called Nant-y-Bele, ^^ the 
dingle of uie marten,'* through which tne river Dee 
urges its rapid course along a narrow channel, richly 
fringed with impending woods. From this building 
is a magnificent prospect, embracing a vast extent 
of the counties of Carnarvon, Denbigh, Flint, Ches- 
ter, and Salop, Chirk Castle and its noble park, and 
the whole of the beautiful Vale of Llangollen, in- 
cluding the stupendous aqueduct of Pont-y-Cya- 
sylltau, and the majestic and elevated ruins of Cas- 
tell Dinas Br&n, with the fine range of mountains 
in the distance. 

The PARISH comprises an important part of the 
Denbighshire coal tract, of whicK the principal seam 
of coal is here nine feet thick ; and its mineral wealth 
in coal and iron-ore, particularly in the southern and 
#e8tern parts of it, has caused the establishment of 
numerous works, which till die late stagnation in the 
iron trade, were iii full operation ; so that a great 

tart of the parish is now occupied by pits, charcoal 
earths, and mineral works of various xinds, and is 
intersected in different directions by raiUroads. At 
Acrevair, within its limits, are very extensive iron- 
ibrges and a colliery, belonging to the British Iron 
Company, in which from six to seven hundred men 
and children are constantly employed. There are 
also many blast furnaces and forges in other parts 
for the manufacture of iron ; at rae Ccvn, a large 
straggling village on the nortliern bank of the Dee, 
near a bridge over that river, called Newbridge, 
are considerable coal-works, and a factory for coarse 
earthenware ; and at Pont-y-Cyssylltau is a mill for 
rolling bar-iron. The Ellesmere canal, after pas8'>> 
ing over the Pont-y'-Cyssylltau aqueduct, terminates 
in the parish : there is also a branch canal from the 
aqueduct, on the north bank of the river Dee, whidi 
passes bv Trevor and Llangollen, and terminates at 
Llantysilio, where it receives from the Dee a supply 
of water for the whole line of the canal. It is in 
contemplation to construct a rail-road to proceed 
directly from the Ellesmere canal to Chester, and to 
be continued thence to Liverpool : a railway, three 
miles and a quarter in length, already extends from 
the aqueduct through an extensive coat-field to Rua- 
bon brook. The rateable annual value of the parish 
has been returned at £19,836. Fairs are held on 
the last Friday in February, May 22nd, and No* 
vember 2(Hh ; and a post-omce has been established 
in tl>e village. 

The LIVING is a vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £13. 6. 0^., and endowed with a portion of tlie 
great tithes, consisting of one-fourth part of the tithe 
of com throughout t^ whole parbh, and the whole 
of the tithe of hay in several of the hamlets within 
its limits; present net income, £588, with a glebe« 
house ; patron, Bishop of Su Asaph ; impropriator^ 

3 Ad 



RU AB 



RU AB 



of the rest of the rectorial tithes, Sir W. W. Wynne, 
and others. The church, dedicated * to St Mary, is 
a spacious and venerable structure, containing some 
splendid monuments to the family of Wynne, of 
which the most ancient is one to the memory of 
Johannes ab Ellis Eyton, who joined the party of 
the Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry VIL, and 
in reward for his eminent services, received from 
that monarch an extensive grant of lands in this 
part of the principality. In the same sepulchral 
chapel, on the south side of the chancel, are the 
monuments of Henry, tenth son of Sir John Wynne, 
of Gwydir, ancestor of the present family; ne is 
represented in a standing posture, and on one side is 
a kneeling figure of his father, and on the other of 
his wife Jane, daughter of Eyton Evans, by whom 
the Wynnstay estate was obtained. On the opposite 
side of the altar is a beautiful monument, by Rys- 
brach, to the first Sir Watkin, who was killed by a 
fall from his horse, in 1749; his effi^, in a graceful 
attitude, is finely sculptured, and his various virtues 
are recorded in an elegant Latin eulogium, written 
by Dr. King, of St. Mary's Hall, Oxford. There 
is also a fine monument, by Nollekins, to Lady 
Henrietta, first wife of the second Sir Watkin, who 
died only a few weeks after her marriage, in 1769; 
on the pedestal is an exquisitely sculptured figure of 
Hope, reclining on an urn, and on one side is an in- 
scription inclosed within a serpent having the tail in 
its mouth, emblematical of eternity. The church 
was thoroughly repaired, in 1772, at the expense of 
the fourth baronet, who presented an organ, and 
endowed the office of organist, in 1781, with £40 
per annum, and also, on tKe baptism of his eldest 
son, the late Sir Watkin, gave an elegant font of 
white marble, supported by a tripod of beautiful 
design. In that portion of the Cevn district, called 
Rhos-y-Medre, a church, capable of accommodating 
800 persons, was erected and consecrated in 1888; 
the expense was borne by subscription, aided by 
grants from the Incorporated Church Building, and 
the St Asaph Diocesan Societies ; and Sir W. W« 
Wynne has endowed it with £dO per annum. There 
are places of worship for General and Particular 
Baptists, Independents, and Primitive and Wesleyan 
Methodists. 

The Rev. John Robinson^ incumbent, in 1703, be* 
queathed the whole of his estate, in the hamlet of 
Moreton, yielding £86 per annum, to his successors 
in the benefice, in trust to receive out of the rent 
£12 for preaching a sermon every Sunday afternoon 
in the church, and to appropriate the remainder to 
the support of a free grammar school, to be open to 
all children of the parish, and under the care of a 
master appointed bv the vicar. He also gave lands 
at Wrexham, producing £100 per annum, to the 
vicar, in trust, to pay sixpence per week to nine 
people of this place, and one of Erbistock, with a 
gown or coat to each every Christmas, and also to 
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clothe six children from six to twelve years of age; 
and by a codicil to his will he gave a house and ga^ 
den, and £50 in money, towards the erection of 
almshouses for the ten poor people, which be directed 
to be built near the church. The endowment of the 
school was augmented by Ellis "Lioyd^ in 1711, who 
bequeathed £200 for the maintenance of the master, 
and for apprenticing poor boys: the school-room, 
erected by the parish in 1632, and which, with a re- 
sidence for the master, adjoins the churchyard, cob- 
tains 70 boys, 36 of whom are educated and 6 clothed 
by aid of the endowment, which amounts to £100 
per annum, and the rest are paid for by their parents. 
Another free school, a lofty stone building, was 
erected by subscription about 1825 near the market- 
place, on ground given by Sir W. W, Wynne ; it has 
an endowment of about £23, principally from a 
moiety of an estate given by Griffith Huglus^ a- 
mounting to £18 per annum, and the interest of a 
bequest of £100 by Hugh Parry ^ for which twenty- 
eight children are taught; the vestry clerk is master. 
There are also three other day schools^ one of whicb, 
containing 40 girls, is endowed by Lady Harriet W. 
Wynne ; another contains about 60 children, of wh<»n 
10 are paid for by an annual donation of £10, and 
the rest by their parents ; and in the other about 20 
are instructed wholly at their parents' expense. ^ A 
National school has been established in connexion 
with Rhos-y-Medre church, where about 70 girls 
and 50 boys are taught ; and five Sunday schools are 
supported by subscription, in one of which are aboat 
80 males and females, who attend the Establishdi 
Church ; and in the other four, appertaining to vari- 
ous denominations of dissenters, about 360. TheiZ^* 
Richard Davies, vicar, in 1 740, bequeathed an estate 
in the Vale of Clwyd, producing £42 per annum, 
for the erection and enaowment of four almshouses 
for so many men and women ; with Robinson's teny 
and four others added since, the almshouses are now 
eighteen in number, and the inmates receive a 
weekly allowance of two shillings and six-pence 
each, with clothing and coal ; the income, including 
the proceeds of a bequest of £200 by the Rev. Bdberi 
Saunders J amounts to £155 per annum. There are 
also four houses at Nant-y-Gwalia, in the pansby 
erected in 1782, by Mrs, Rowland, of Plas Bennion, 
who vested the nomination of the almspeople in her 
heirs. Numerous other charitable donations and 
bequests have been at various times and by different 
benefactors made to the poor, amounting to more 
than £2000, of which a part has been vested in the 
purchase of estates ; and the whole produces a very 
considerable income, which is regularly distributed 
in money, clothing, and food. The principal oftb^ 
is a grant of twenty grey coats and sixty-three white 
flannel gowns by Sir John Wynnes and Jane Hughes, 
of St. Giles in the Fields, which cost about £34, and 
are given away every year by the agent of Sir Wat- 
kin. About £66 per annum arise from what are 
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called tlie Consolidated Charities; and in addition 
to this, bread to the amount of £12. 8. 8. is weekly 
divided among the poor, chiefly from a bequest of 
William EytoHy in 1686^ and also blankets to the 
extent of 18 pairs, the produce of a bequest of £100 
by Thomas Griffith$j in 1826. There is also a fund 
derived from bequests of £200 each by Ellis Lloyd^ 
(already alluded to) and the Rev^ Richard Davies ; 
with which certain property was purchased in the 
parish of Llangadwaladr, now producing £30 per 
annum, half of which is paid to the master of the 
grammar school, and with the other moiety two boys 
are put out apprentices annually with fees of £7. 10. 
each. Edward JUot/d, Esq., left £100, in 1832, the 
interest to be distributed among twenty widows on 
the 29th of November, being his birth-day, Huffh 
Parry having left £56 for a similar purpose previ- 
ously : there are some small bequests for a distribu* 
tion of coal ; and a few other minor charities have 
been losL having been lent on insufficient security. 
Ojffa's Dyke and fVafs Dyke both intersect the 
parish, and in their courses approach within a quar- 
ter of a mile of each other, near the village, but 
diverge as they are traced either northward or south- 
ward, so as shortly to leave an interval of several 
miles. Various vegetable impressions, and a great 
variety of petrifactions are found in the mines, and 
also near the river Dee, in the southern portion 
of the parish. The Rev. Peter Roberts, A. M., 
M. P. S., the learned editor of the Collectanea Cam- 
brica, and author of the " Early History of the Cym- 
ry, or Ancient Britons,'* and other works, resided in 
the parish. 

RUDBAXTON, a parish, in the union of Ha- 
verfordwest, hundred of Dungleddy, county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 3 miles (n.) from Ha- 
verfordwest; containing 649 inhabitants. This pa- 
rish, which is situated on the turnpike-road leadmg 
from Haverfordwest to Fishguard, and watered by 
the Western Cleddv, as well as by the Rhath brook, 
which flows into that river, is wholly inclosed and 
under cultivation; the rateable annual value being 
returned at £1441. 11. It is surrounded by the 
parishes of Prendergast, Camrhds, Trevgarn, Spittal, 
and Wiston; and contains by computation about 
4000 acres, of which 2000 are pasture, a large pro- 
portion arable, and 60 woodland, the prevailing 
timber consisting of oak, ash, and fir. The surface 
is generally flat, and the soil of a good quality, pro- 
ducing the usual crops of wheat, barley, and oats ; 
and there are two small flour mills. It is enlivened 
by two gentlemen's seats, of cheerful aspect, Wythy 
Bush, a good &mily mansion pleasantly situated, 
and Poyston. The petty*sessions for the hundred 
were formerly held at the New Bridge in the parish, 
prior to their removal to Haverfordwest. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £15. 4. 2., and in the patronage of the Crown ; 
present net income, £199. The church, dedicated 
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to St. Michael, consists of two aisles, with a square 
tower at the west end, of an unknown date, and 
is in length 63 feet, and in breadth 33; in the 
interior is a freestone monument of the Haward 
family, of Heatherhill, of which the figures are nearly 
as large as life. Opposite to the entrance of the 
churchyard is one of those large mounds so fre- 
quently found in this part of the principality, but of 
which the use has not been clearly ascertained. 
There were formerly two chapels of ease, one in 
honour of St Margaret, and the other of St. Cathe- 
rine, but both are now in ruins. There is a place of 
worship for Baptists. An infents' school, the teacher 
of which is partly remunerated by a subscription of 
£5 per annum from the Baptists, contains about 
twenty children ; and thirty-five males and females 
are gratuitously taught by Independents. Thomas 
Haward, by deed, gave a rent-cnarge of £2, which 
is paid by the corporation of Haverfordwest to poor 
housekeepers of Rudbaxton not receiving parochial 
relief^ and children from this place have a claim to 
be received into Haward or Tasker's free school at 
that town. About three mries to the north-east of 
Haverfordwest, within the limits of this parish, is a 
hill on which is an encampment, called by the 
country people ^^the Rli&th." Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Sir Thomas Picton, G. C. B., who fell in the 
battle of Waterloo, is generally supposed to have 
been a native of the parish, but, really, was bom 
at Haverfordwest, owmg to the circumstance of 
the family mansion, Poyston, being building at the 
time. 

RUDDRY ( YR-YW-DRE), a parish, in the 
union of Cardiff, hundred of Caerphilly, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 8 miles (n. by £•) 
from Cardiff; containing 325 inhabitants. This 
parish, which derives its name from the number of 
yew-trees in the vicinity of the village, is pleasantly 
situated in a mountain valley in the eastern part of 
the county, and comprises but a small tract of land, 
of which a considerable portion is uninclosed and 
uncultivated. The inhabitants are chiefly engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. The surrounding scenery 
is pleasingly varied, and enlivened by the river 
Romney, which forms the eastern boundary of the 
parish ; and from the higher grounds are some richly^ 
diversified views over the adjacent country, embrac- 
ing a portion of the picturesque county of Monmouth. 
Lead-ore has been found in the white limestone of 
the parish; and a company was formed in 1840 for 
extracting it; but after employing some miners from 
North Wales, and exhausting their pecuniary re- 
sources, the work was abandoned. Large quantities 
of lime, however, are burnt, and coal is raised for 
the use of the neighbourhood. The living is con- 
solidated with the rectory of Bedwas, in Monmouth- 
shire : the tithes, payable to the Bishop of Llanda^ 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £100, 
subject to ratesi averaging £16; and there is a glebe 
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of two seres, valued at as maiif pounds per annum, durinc tlie parliBinentBrj war, is e neat edifice, sf^ 

The churcK dedicMed to St. James, la not remark- propnately ntted up for the perfor m a n ce of divint 

able for aov architectural detdlt. A place of wor- service. 

ship for Independents was recently erected; and there RULEN (RHULEN), a parochial chapdry.in 

are a day and two Sunday schools. C. Edward the union of Builth, hundred of CoLwvif, couDljr 

Edmond, in 1743, bequeathed £2 per annum to the of Radnor, South Wales, 7 miles (e. by s.) fron 

poor, which has not been paid for tne last thirty-five Builth ; oontainino; 1S9 inhalMtantfl. Its sur&ee it 

years, owing to the provisions of the Mortmain Act. hilly, and its soil for the moU part barren, the whole 

Here is a mlDcral spring, which is said to have been consisting of about five hundred acres of ioeloied, 

highly efficacious In cnring diseases of the eye, but and three hundred of unindosed Unci ; it is slurt«l 

it IS of little note at present. on tlie west by the river Edwy. In civil matten it 

ROG, a chapelry, in the parish and union of forms an independent place, bat, ecdesiastieally, is 

-CoRWEN, hundred of Edetrnion, county of Mkr- regarded as a caapelry consolidated witb the viorage 

JOVETU] Noa-m Wales ; I^ mile (w. by s.) from of Glaacomb, within the limits of whicli perish it wm 

Corwen, with which the population is returned, formerly included, the inhabitants having certun 

This place is situated on the tumpike-road from seats appropriated to thar use in the motber dmrcfc, 

Corwen to Ruthin, and between the beautiful vales to the repairs of which they still contribute. In the 

of Edeymiou and Glyndyvrdwv. It anciently form- king's books it is described as a diapel to Gtaacoml^ 

ed a lordship, and is memorable for the treachery of tne certified value of £4. 13. 4. The tithes haw 

practised on Grufydd afa Cynan, King of North been commuted for a rent-charge of £8^ 10^ ti 

\¥ale8, who, after his victory at Carno, in the year which a sum of £49. 10. is payable to the Bishop of 

1077, was inveigled to Rug by the artifices of St. IDavid's as appropriator, sapject Co rates, aven^ 

Meirion Goch, W whom lie was betrayed into the ing £7. 14., and £83 to the vioar, dso subject to 

power of Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, and Hugh rates, that average £2. 4. per annum. The chapel, 

Belesme, Earl of Shrewsbury. From this place dedicated to St. David, is a small plain stnicuu^ 

Grufydd was conveyed to the castle of Chester, in situated about three-quarters of a mile from the rivet 

which he remained a prisoner for twelve years, but Ekiwy. Ten shillings per annam were left W son* 

was at length released from confinement by the en- unknown benelactor, but the principal, £10, is 

terprising bravery of a young man of this neighbour- money, was divided among the poer 40 years snce. 
hood, named Cynric Hir, who, going to Chester RUTHIN (RHUDD- 

under pretence of purchasing goods, contrived, while DDINorRHUTHYN), 

the keepers were feasting, to carry away his prince, a borough, market, and , 

loaded with chains, upon his back, and convey him assize town, a parish, and i 

to a place of safety. The lordship afterwards came the head of a union, in 

Into the possession of Owain Brogyatyn, natural son the hundred of Ri;thin, ; 

of Madoc ab Meredydd, Prince of Powys, whose county of Dembioh, 

great merit procured for him an equal share in the North Wales, d miles < 

inheritance of that prince with his legitimate bro- (s. E. by s.) from Den- 

thers: it subsequently passed by marri^e with the bigh, and 210 (k. w. by 

heiress of levan Hywel, one of his descendants, to w.) from London; eoi>- 

Pyers Salusbury, of B&chymbyd. After the attnio- taining 8333 inhabitants, corfobation seal. 
der of Owain Glyndwr, in the r^n of Henry IV., of whom 1331 are in the parish and town. The 
the lordship of Glyndyvrdwy, or Glyndwrdwy, was Welsh name of this borough, "Castell CAch 7" 
purchased from that mont^ch by Robert, a descend- Gwemvor," has induced historians to condnde thtt 
ant of this family, which existed in the male line til) there was an ancient British fortress here, prior la 
the last century. The house and demesnes are now the time of Edward I., who is said to have been the 
the property of G. H. Vaughan, Esq., who, in 1807, founder of the present castle, which, from the ccioat 
Bucceedied his brother, Lieutenant* Colonel E. W. of the stone procured for that purpose, obtained the 
Vaughan, who had assumed the name of Salusbury, appellaCian d Rh(kdd-ddin, or " the red or brow* 
a distinguished officer in the Guards, who died in fortress," from which the town also derived its pre- 
Sicily, and to whose memory a handsome monument sent name, or rather from the stratum of red tree- 
was erected at Syracuse, by his fellow officers. The stone pervading the parish. Edward granted tlii> 
ancient mansion was taken down and rebuilt by that place, together with the cantrev oi Dyfryn Clwfd, 
gentleman, only a short time before his decease, and some other lands now constituting the present 
The present house, which is a handsome structure, is lordship of Rudiin, to Reginald, second son of John 
pleasantly situated ; and in the grounds is an arti- de Grey, by whom some historians, and among thA 
ncial mound, which was probably once the site of a Camden, assert that the castle and the town were 
small fortress. The ohapel, founded by Cobnel both ori^nally founded, by permission of that too- 
William Salusbury, governor of Denbigh Castle narch. The castle and lorwip of Ruthin ranshMd 



^1 



RUTH 



RUTH 



for several generations in the undisturbed possession 
of the family of de Grey ; and the town, which, 
under their protection, continued to advance in 
prosperity, became at an early period a considerable 
place, and had one of the best markets in the Vale 
of Clwyd. Little, however, is recorded of the his^ 
tory ol the castle, which appears to have been 
wholly unconnected with any of the political trans* 
actions of the conquest of Wales* Reginald de 
Orey was summoned to parliament in the 14th of 
EAoard /., by the title of Lord Grey of Ruthin. 
In 1400, Owam Glyndwr, who, in resistance to the 
government of Henry IV., spread devastation 
Uirough almost every part of the principality which 
acknowledged the authority of that monarch, made 
a sudidea attack upon this place during the fair 
which was held here, and, diter some fruitless at^ 
tempts to take the castle, plundered the inhabitants, 
burnt the town, and retreated in safety to the moun- 
tains* The castle and the lordship oontinued with 
the lords de Grey, whom Edward I v. elevated to the 
earldom of Kent, till the reign of Henry Vll^ when 
they were sold by Richard, Earl of Kent, to that mon* 
arch, and were made an appendage to tlie crown* 

Ibnry VIIL ranted the castle and its dependent 
cies to his son Henry Fitzroy, Duke of Richmond, 
at whose death they again became the property of 
tlie crown, and were b^tpwed by Elieabeth on Am<- 
brose Dudley, Earl of Warwick. After the death of 
the Earl of Warwick, the possessions, a second time 
reverting to the crown, were assigned on lease by 
James L to Sir Francis Crane, to whom they were 
sobsequently sold in the time of CharieM L During 
the parliamentary war in the reign of this monarch, 
the castle was garrisoned for the king, and in 1644 
was attacked by Sir Thomas Myddelton and Colonel 
Mytton, but r^dutely held out against the besiegers, 
who found themselves unable to reduo^ it. In the 
following year the king visited the pkioe in person, 
attended by Prince Maurice, and, after remaining 
only for a short time, and inspecting the garrison, 
continued his route through North Wales to Chester. 
The castle was again besieged in February 1646, by 
Major-Oeneral Mytton and a strong force, to whom, 
after an obstinate defence, the garrison surrendered 
on honourable terms, in the month of April follow'- 
ing, and the fortifications were soon afterwards de- 
molished by order of the parliament. Upon the Res'^ 
toratioR, the castle and its dependencies were p»vu 
chased by Sir Richard Myddelton ; and io the ruins 
of the former an elegant castellated mansion has 
lately been added by the Hon. Frederick West ; bot 
the lordship and its other dependencies are the 
property of Shr Richard's de9oenda;nt, Miss Mjrd^ 
delton* 

This PARISH and that of Llanrhiidd^ whidi were 

originally one, and are still ecclesiasticaily so con* 

sidered, are bounded on the south by the parish of 

Lianvair, east by the same and that of Lbnarmcm- 
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in- Yale, west by Llanvwrog, and north by Llan>* 
bedr ; and contain by admeasurement 1989 acres, of 
which it is computed that about one-third is in the 
parish of Ruthin, and two-thirds are in that of Llan- 
rh{^dd; 1220 acres being arable, 596 meadow and 
pasture, 90 woodland, and 83 common. The surface 
IS beautifully diversified, the eastern part of Llan- 
rhudd embracing a portion of the Clwydian hills, and 
the western part of Ruthin the meanderings of the 
river Clwyd, with the fertile and luxuriant meadows 
on its banks; the hedge -rows are of stately timber, 
eonsiBting of oak, ash, and American popmr, some 
of which have arrived at a great size ; and the agri- 
cultural produce is equally rich and abundant, yield- 
ing fine crops of wheat, barley, oats» potatoes, and 
turnips, together with grass and hay. The town \9 
beautifully situated on the summit and acclivity of 
an eminence in the picturesque Vale of Clwyd, at 
the base ^f which, and partly through the town, 
flows the river from which the vale takes its name, at 
this place an inconsiderable stream, serving only to 
work some mills in the neighbourhood. The ap- 
pearance of the town, which is well built, is pleasing ; 
and the vicinity is embellbhed with several gentle^ 
men's seats, and comprehends some varied scenery. 
It is bounded by a chain of lofty mountains, upon 
the highest of which, called the Mother, is a pillar of 
freestone, to commemorate the jubilee of his Ma- 
jesty George III. No particular trade or manufiM^-^ 
ture is carried on, except what is necessary for the 
accommodation of the inhabitants, who are princi- 
pally engaged in agriculture. It has been for some 
time in contemplation to make the river Clwyd navi^- 

Sable from this place to Rhuddhm, sixteen miles 
istant ; a project which might be carried into efieet 
at a comparatively inconsiderable expense, and wouki 
conduce materially to promote the prosperity of the 
town. The market, which is abundantly supplied 
with corn, is on Monday, and there is a second 
market on Saturday for provisions. Fairs are held 
on the second Monday after the 12th of January, (a 
general one for horses, cattle, pi&s, &e.) March I9tb 
and 20th, the Friday before Whit- Sunday, Idth and 
20th of April, 2nd and drd of July, 8th August^ 
30th September, 10th November, and the second 
Monday in December, (a general fair for the nde ol 
horses, cattle, &c.) : those in April and July were 
recently establisdied, agreeably with a resolutioil 
passed at a meeting of die inhabitants under the 
•sanction of the mayor and council, Jan. I2tb, 1841. 
During the hay and com harvests, the farmers of 
the Vale of Clwyd attend every morning at thd 
market-place to hire labourers for the day, who as^^ 
semble here for that purpow, with their scytbeg and 
reaping-hooks; 

rrior to the passing of the act of the 5th and 
6th of William IV., c. 76, tlie govbunmbmt of th^ 
borough was rested^ by charter of incorporation 
glinted by Henry VI I.^ in two akiermen, sixteen 
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common-councilmen, and an indefinite number of offices of Bteward and recorder of this court were 

burgesses: tlie aldermen were chosen annually at formerly (when the lordship belonged to the crown) 

the court held for the lordship, at Micliaelmas; and patent offices. 

they, immediately on asBuminf^ office, appointed the The town-hall, situated near the market-place, is 

councilmen. The corporation is now styled the a substantial edifice, but in no respect remarkable for 

" Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses," and consists of its style of architecture. Prior to tlie erectioD of 

a mayor, four aldermen, and twelve councillors, form- the county-hali, in the town, it was used for holding 

itig the council of the borough, of which the municipal occasionally the great and quarter-eessions, but now 

and parliamentary boundaries are the same. The solely for the meeljngs of the corporation, nhidi 

council elect the mayor every year on Nov. 9th, out take place in the council- chamber, and for the Jord- 

of the aldermen or councillors; and the aldermen ship courts, &c. This building has recently been 

sexennially out of the councillors, or persons quali- most handsomely repaireil, at the expense of the 

fied as such, one-half going out of office every three lady of the manor. The anmty-halL, in which die 

years, but re-eligible: the councillors are chosen on great sessions are held, and the quarter-sessions al- 

Nov. 1st, by andout of the enrolled burgesses, one- ternately with Denbigh, is a beautiful mcxlem stmc- 

third retiring annually. The aldermen and coun- ture, and, with the county gaol and house of correc- 

cillors must have eacn a property qualification of tion, also situated here, is liigbly creditable to llie 

;£6(}0, or be rated at £15 annual value. The bur- talents of the architect, Mr. Turner. The eaol hu 

geases consist of the occupiers of houses and shops recently been enlai^ed by the addition of a ouildine 

who have been rated for three years to the relief of for female prisoners, and comprises aiz distinct wsnu 

the poor, if resident householders within seven miles \ for male, and four wards for female prisoneis, far 

and a valid title to be a burgess is acquirable by whose classification it is thus well adapted; together 

descent, marriage, marriage- settlement, devise, or with six solitary cells : tlie males are employed on 

promotion to any benefice or office, in which case the tread-wbeel, or in knitting worsted gloves, and 

the occupancy and payment of rates by the prede- the females in washing for themselves and the other 

cesser may be reckoned. Two auditors and two as- prisoners; the former are allowed the whole of their 

sesaors are elected on March 1st, by and from earnings in knitting, and the females receive one 

among the burgesses; and the council appoint a shilling per week for washing, and foiirpeace id 

treasurer, town-clerk, and other officers, who hold every shilling which they earn by sewing. There 

their offices during pleasure. are two infirmaries in the prison: divine service « 

The place is one of the contributory boroughs performed twice, and a sermon delivered once on 

which, with Denbigh, return a member to parlia- every Sunday by tbe chaplain; and prayers are 

ment : the right of voting is in the resident freemen, read daily by the gaoler to the prisoners, who 

if admitted and sworn under the old charter, in num- are supplied gratuitously with bibles and religioas 

ber a hundred and forty-seven, and in every person tracts. 

of full age occupying, either as owner or as tenant The living is a rectory, consolidated with that of 

under the same landlord, a house or other premises Llanrhudd ; and the tithes of the two parishes bare 

of the annual value of not less than ten pounds, pro- been committed for a rent-charge of £462. 1., forni- 

vided he be capable of registering as the Reform ing the endowment of Christ's Hospital, in Ruthin, 

Act demands; and tbe present number of tenements the warden of which establishment is the prindpal 

of this value, within the limits of the borough, is minister of both churches, appointing a curate Co 

about a hundred and fifty. The exact limits of the each, who is responsible to him for its spiritual care, 

borough are not clearly defined in the charter, but the prescribed duties of his office requinng him only 

by prescription are held to comprise the whole of occasionally to share in their labours : the patronage 

the parish of Ruthin, part of that of Llanvwrog, the of the wardenship is in the Dean and Ch^ter of 

hamlet of Llanrhudd Is&v, in tbe parish of Llan- Westminster; net income, £263, with a glebe-hoiue- 

rhudd, and part of the parishes of Llanynys and This place forms tbe head of the rural deanery oi 

Llanvair-Dyfryn-Clwyd. Ruthin is a polling- place Dyfryn Clwyd. The cAurcA, dedicated to St. FetC) 

in tbe election of knights for the shire ; and, from was made collegiate and parochial about the yef 

its central situation, it has been selected, in prefer- 1310, by John, son of Reginald de Grey, who ei>- 

ence to the town of Denbigh, for holding the assizes dowed it for a prior, or warden, and a few repilw 

for the county; and the quarter-sessions are held priests, to perform mass at the mother church oi 

alternately here and at Denbigh. A court leet for Llanrhudd, the chapel at the castle, and this church,' 

the lordship occurs twice a year, namely, within one and it is still not unfrequently called " the Collegia^ 

month after Easter and Michaelmas; and a court and Parochial Church of St. Peter," reUinn>S '" 

baron takes place every alternate Saturday, at which name prior to its being refounded by Dean "°°'^ 

the steward presides ; the latter is also a court of re- man. It is an ancient edifice in various styles ,^ 

cord, taking coenizance of plaints and civil actions architecture, and appears to have been buill at oA- 

arising within uie limits of the lordship ; and tbe ferent periods, or to hare undergone material altera- 
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tjons; the tower, and the south and west Avnts, 
which are of the most modern date, are greatly in- 
ferior to the rest of the building : the interior ia of 
better character, and the roof, which Is of carved oak, 
panelled, richly sculptured, and apparently of the 
time of Henry VII., is supposed to have been con- 
structed by that monarch after his purchase of the 
lordship from the Earl of Kent; on the panels are 
the inscnptions, in relief, " Jesus Mercy," ** Lady 
help," " Mater Maria, ora pro itobig." One hundred 
ana forty-four sittings were added about twenty years 
ago, towards defraying the expense of which the In- 
corporated Society for the erection and enlargement 
of churches and chapels granted the sum of £50, in 
consideration of which ninety sittings have been de- 
clared free and unappropriated. An organ has been 
presented by the Han. F. West; and a restry-room, 
with a library, has been built at the west end of the 
church, at the expense of the present warden. There 
are places of worship for Baptists, Independents, 
Wesleyans, Primitive Methodists, and English In- 
dependents. 

The Fi^ grammar-Khool was founded in 1595, by 
Dr. Goodman, Dean of Westminster, and was by 
Queen Elizabeth, in the same year, endowed with 
one-half of the tithes of Llanehdon, now producing 
above £500 per annum, for the support of a master 
and usher, for the gratuitous instruction of hoys born 
in the town of Ruthin and parish of Llanelidan ; the 
master to be appointed by the Bishop of Bangor, 
and the warden of Christ's Hospital, in this town, 
and the usher to be chosen by the master : the mas- 
ter's house, school-room, and dormitories, and library 
above, were repaired and improved in 1831, by 
neans of donations from the bishop, the warden, and 
the master, and other liberal contrihutions, which are 
recorded on a card in the school-room. Tno-thirds 
of the endowment are paid to the head master, and 
one-third to the usher, under a decree of the Court 
of Chancery in 1750; and the same proportion is 
observed with regard to the tuidon money of the pay 
scholars, which amounts to above £7 for each : the 
number of free scholars is 15. The school has two 
exhibitions to either of the Universities, established 
by Godfrey Goodman, Bishop of Gloucester, and 
nephew to the foimder (See close of the next para- 
graph, in succeeding page), and under the regulation 
of a decree of the Court of Chancery, in 182^ which 
are in the gift of the warden of Christ's Hospital, 
and other trustees; and also others instituted by the 
Rev. Edward Lloyd, rector of Ripple, the number 
of which varies from two to four, in proportion to the 
fluctuating income of the estate pnrchosed with his 
pecuniary bequest, in 1740. That bequest produced 
£1247. 9, 7., with which was bought the messnageof 
Carreglwyd, and 69^ acres of land, since extended 
to nearly 79 acres by an allotment on Mold moun- 
tain, in the parish of Mold, county of Flint, and now 
yielding a rent of £100 per annum. Each ezhibi- 
Vol. II 369 
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tion is £25, bnt occasionally £30; and is held by 
the scholar for four years. The school has likewise 
a claim, in conjunction with that of Bangor, to a 
fellowshu) founded in St. John's College, Cambridge, 
by Dr. John Gwyn, in the 13th of the reign of Eliza- 
beth. Among the eminent men who have received 
the rudiments of their education in the school, may 
be noticed, Dr. John Davies, author of a Welsli 
grammar and dictionary; John Williams, Lord Keeper 
and Archbishop of York; John Wynne, Principal of 
Jesus' College, Oxford, and successively Bishop of 
St. Asaph, and of Bath and Wells; Dr. Tu<ier, 
Dean of Gloucester; the Right Hon. Lloyd, Lord 
Kenyon; the Hon. Mr. Baron Perryn; Lord Chief 
Baron Richards; Dr. H. Owen, Rector of St. Olave, 
Hart Street, London ; Dr. Edwards, Archdeacon of 
Brecknock; Dr. Cotton, Dean of Chester; and va- 
rious others. The present warden is the Rev. R. 
Newcome, who has written Memoirs of Dean Good- 
man, the founder, and Dr. Goodman, Bishop of 
Gloucester, and is author also of histories of the 
castles end towns of Denbigh and Ruthin. A Na- 
tional day and Sunday school for the instruction of 
children belonging to Ruthin, Llanrwrog, and Lian- 
rhiidd, contains 40 boys and 40 girls; the master 
and aistress have each a salary of £80, arising from 
subscripUons, a weekly payment of \d. from each 
child, and about £4 per annum belonging to the 
parish for the edncation of poor children. There are 
also five other day schools, one of which, containing 
about 45 boys, and having a lending library attached, 
is supported partly by an endowment of a portion of 
the tithes, and partly by payments from some of the 
parents; and in the other four about 140 children 
are wholly educated at the cost of their parents. 
Six Sunday schools, too, have been established ; one 
is held in the church, and the others are supported 
by dissenters, and afford instruction to about 500 
males and females ; and in two infanti schools, about 
50 children are taught at their parents' expense. 

ChriifM Hospital, in Ruthin, 
was founded by Dr. Gabriel 
Ik Goodman, Dean of Westminster, 
B under letters patent of the 32nd 
3 of Elizabeth, for a priest and 
7 twelve poor persons, ten men, 
and two women to attend them, 
ail unmarried and above Btty 
years of age. Dr. Goodman, 
prior to this time, had erected 
twelve almshouses for so many persons, and, by let- 
ters patent of the above date, he incorporated the 
society under the designadon of the " President and 
Warden of Christ's Hospital, in Ruthin," and en> 
dowed the same with the tithes of Ruthin and Llan- 
rhudd ; appointing the Bishop of Bangor for the time 
being president, and the priest, warden: these two 
have the entire government of the hospital, and also 
of the grammar school instituted by the same bene* 
3B 
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&ctor. The hoaseSf which are in good repair, are 
pleasantly situated on the east side of the church- 
yard, with gardens, and the almspeople receive each 
three shillings every week, and £l quarterly, with 
coal, and gowns and shoes every year; these addi- 
tions being the produce of various benefactions. Dr. 
Goodman, Bishop of Gloucester, in 1655, bequeathed 
lands in Yale, to the extent of 60 acres, to which an 
allotment of 44 acres was added under the Llanar- 
mon-in-Yale Indosure Act of 5l8t of George III. ; 
and other lands in the county of Carnarvon; the 
produce of the former, now £55 per annum, to be 
distributed weekly in bread to the poor of Ruthin, 
and the rents of those in Carnarvon to be appro- 
priated in apprenticing two boys, and to the support 
of a traveller beyond the seas. The latter bequest, 
which consisted of two farms, one of 150 acres and 
the other of 546, in the parish of Llanberis, the 
former let for £40, and the latter for £70 per annum, 
was, by a decree of the Court of Chancery, in 1824, 
converted into the two above-mentioned exhibitions 
for the grammar school, instead of supporting a tra- 
veller; and the funds, which have been greatly in- 
creased by the opening of slate quarries on the pro- 
f)erty, (on which account a sum of £800 has accnmu- 
ated in the three per cents.,) will now apprentice 
three boys with fees of £15 each, and allow of two 
exhibitions to college of £*22. 10. each, besides leav- 
ing a surplus of nearly £40 per annum. There are 
also several other charitable conations and beauests, 
the produce of which, about £17 per annum, is dis- 
tributed among the poor, in money and clothing, on 
St ThomasVday. The poor-law union, of which 
the town is the head, comprises the following twenty- 
one parishes and townships, namely, Aberwhielor, 
Clocoenc^, Derwen, Evenechtyd, Cyfeili(M^, Llan- 
armon, I^lanbedr, Llandegla, Llandyrnc^, Llanelid- 
an, Llanvair-Dyfryn-Clwyd, Llanverra8,Xlanvwrog, 
Llangwy van, Llanffynhaval, Llanrhaiadr- in - Kin- 
mercb, Llanrhiidd, XJanycfaan, Llanynys, Nantglyn, 
and Ruthin; it contains a population of 16,619. 

The ancient ceutle occupied the declivity of a hill 
/rondng the Vale of Clwyd towards the west, and 
from the extensive foundations and remaining por- 
tions of the walls, appears to have been a structure 
of great strength and magnificence: the remains 
consist chiefly of a few fragments of the towers, and 
of ruined walls, nearly levelled with the foundation ; 
and within the area of this once splendid pile are, a 
meadow, a fives* couct, and a bowling-green. From 
various parts of the site are some rich and extensive 
prospects, embracing many interesting objects. Near 
the town-hall is a rude block of limestone, called 
Maen Huaily on which it is said the celebrated 
Prince Arthur beheaded his rival Huail, brother to 
Gildas, the historian. Ruthin mill^ a curious ancient 
edifice, having on the apex of the. eastern finable a 
red stone cross, is supposed to have been originally 
the chapel of the cell of White friars, mentioned by 
870 



Leland as formerly existing here, but of whidi no 
records are preserved. Notice is also taken of a cell 
of BtmhommeSj at this place, probably the original 
establishment for which John de Grey, with tke 
consent of the Bishop of Bangor ^and toe rector of 
Llanrhudd, made the church coUefriate: the apart- 
ments of the canons were connected with the cburck 
by a cloister, a remaining portion of wbidi has been 
converted into a house for the warden of Chrises 
Hospital : the parlours and haU are much admired for 
their beautifully groined roofs. The elesaxit casteU 
lated mansion erected by the Hon. F. West, on the 
site of the ancient castle, forms an interesting and 
beautiful feature in the prospect of the town. Dr. 
Goodman, Dean of Westminster, one of the trans- 
lators of Archbishop Parker's Bible, and principal 
promoter of Bishop Morgan's Welsh translation; 
Edward Thelwall, tutor to Lord Herbert, of Chi^ 
bury ; Dr. Parry, Bishop of St. Asaph ; Dr. Good* 
man, Bishop of Gloucester; Sir Eubule Thelwall, 
Knt, principal, and second founder, of Jesus' Col- 
lege, Oxford; and Sir Thomas Exmewe, lord mayor 
of London in 1517, were all natives of this place. 
The barony of Grey de Ruthin is at present enjoyed 
by Barbara, Marchioness of Hastings, and daughter 
of Henry Edward Gould, Esq., who, as nineteentli 
baron, assumed the name and arms of Yelvertoo, and 
whose decease occurred in 1810. 

RYTON, a township, in that part of the parish 
of Bangor which is in the hundred of Bromfiixo, 
union of Wrexham, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales, 5 miles (s. k. by s.) from Wrexham; con- 
taining 76 inhabitants. It is situated on the north- 
western side of the river Dee ; and the population is 
exclusively agricultural. The mteable annual ralue 
has been returned at £1140« 



SALFORD, with Kinnerton and BADLANJ),a 
township, in the parish of Old Radnor, within the 
liberties of die borough of New Radnor, union of 
Kington, county of Kadnor, South Wales: the 
population is returned with Kinnerton. 

SALTNEY, a township, in the parish of Ha- 
WARDENy union of Great Houghton, hundred of 
Mold, county of Funt, North Wales, \\ niile 
(w.) from Chester; containing 554 inhabitants, the 
population having more than trebled since the oeoso^ 
of I83L This township, formerly a marshy waste, 
borders on the upper part of the estuary of the Dee, 
on the confines of Cheshire ; and is bounded on the 
north by the new channel formed for that river, over 
which at this place are two ferries, supported at the 
expense of the River Dee Company. The roonks 
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of Basingwerk once possessed this marsb for pas- 
turage, it having been granted by Robert, Lord of 
Mold, who bestowed on tbeoi the like privilege in 
Hawarden, and abo that of cutting rushes to thatch 
their buildings. This tract extended into Cheshire, 
and a stone near the east end marked the boundary 
in that county. It was here that Henry II. en- 
camped with his army, in 1157, when he sent for- 
wara the division which was defeated in the woods 
of Euloe Castle by the sons of Owain Gwynedd, who 
pursued the fugitives to Henry's camp. Upwards 
of two thousand acres, forming the greater part of 
the township, was inclosed pursuant to an act ob- 
tained in 1778, and is now well cultivated. A 
manufactory for glauber salts, saUammoniac, ivory- 
black, &c, has been established since 1781. Morva 
Caer-Lleon, or ^the Marsh of Caer Lleon,'' now 
Chester, was the ancient name of this place. 

SCYBOR-Y-COED ( YSGUBOR-Y-COEI^ 
a township, in the parish of LlaHvihakgel-Geneu- 
'r*Glyn, union of Machynlleth, hundred of 
Geneu*r-Glyn, and county of Cardigan, South 
Wales, 1^ miles (k. e. by e,^ from Abervstwith ; 
containing 649 inhabitants. It is situated on the 
road from Aberystwith 'to Machynlleth, and on the 
eastern bank of the small river Einon, near its june^ 
tion with the Dyvi or Dovey. The immediate 
neighbonrhood is well wooded and agre^tble, and 
some respectable residences are scattered over the 
township, various parts of which command fine views 
of the estuary of the Dovcy. The principal man- 
sion is Glandy vi, which overlooks the Vale of Dovey 
and St George's Channel. In this township were 
conveniently situated the smelting-houses and re- 
fining-mills, commonly called the ** Silver Mills,** be- 
longmg formerly to the company that worked the royal 
mines in Cardiganshire. In consequence of its con- 
tinuity to the river Dovey, which is navigable to 
Garreg for vessels of three hundred tons' burthen, 
and by means of which it carries on a considerable 
trade in the exportation of lead-ore and bark, and 
the importation of timber, coal, and limestone, this 
place promises to increase in importance, though 
the population has declined since the census in 1831. 
It contains the chapel of Eglwys-Vacb, or Llanvi- 
hangeUCapel-fklwin, the living of which is a per- 
petual curacy, endowed with £&bO royal bounty, and 
in the patronage of Mrs. Jane Da vies; net income, 
£80; impropriator, T. P. Chichester, Esq. The 
chapel is dedicated to St Michael. There are 
places of worship for Calvinistio and Weslevan Me-^ 
thodists. A day school affords instruction to about 
85 children, at the expense of their parents; and 
two Sunday-schools, conducted by gratuitous teachers 
belonging to the Wesleyan and Calvinistic Metho- 
dists, contain a)>out 210 males anJ females. 

SEALAND, a township, in the parish of Ha- 
WAitDEN, hundred of Mold, county of Flint, North 
Wales, 2^ miles (n. by e.) from Hawarden, con- 
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taining 389 inhabitants. It formerly was included in 
the extensive maritime waste called Saltney Marsh, 
which composed the upper part of the estuary of the 
river Dee, and extenoed between the counties of 
Flint and Chester; but in 1732, Nathaniel Kender- 
ley knd Co^ subsequently constituted ^^ the River 
Dee Company," obtained an act of parliament for 
cutting a canal from Chester through this marsh, 
thereby forming a new channel for that river, which 
object they accomplished in 1737, and thus upwards 
of eight hundred acres were separated from the 
southern portion, and formed into a new hamlet, 
under the name of ^^ Sealand." At different sub- 
sequent periods, three thousand acres have been 
inclosed and added by the same company, and 
there still remsuns a considerable portion of marsh 
land exposed to inundation at high water. For the 
first part inclosed the company were bound to pay 
£200 per annum to the lord of the manor of Ha- 
warden and other trustees, who, or any five of them, 
were to apply that sum to such purposes as they 
might think necessary; the same company also 
charged themselves with maintaining at all times 
two ferries across the new channel. The greater 

1)ortion of the inclosed marsh is now fertile arable 
and. 

SEGROIT, with Cader, a hamlet, in the parish 

of LLANRHAIADR-lN-KlNMERCH,hundred of ISALED, 

county of Denbigh, North Wales, 3 miles (s.) 
from Denbigh : the population is included in the 
return for me parish* A stream which falls into 
the river Clwyd bounds it on the north. It was 
formerly assessed with the townships of Cader and 
Segroit Uchav for the joint maintenance of their 
poor, but now there is a general assessment for the 
parish, 

SENNI (SENNY), a township, in the parish 
and hundred of Devykock, union and county of 
Brecknock, South Wales, 8 miles (w. s. w.) from 
Brecknock; containing 292 inhabitants. It com;- 
prises the upper part of the vale through which the 
river Senni Sows, and anciently formed a part of 
the Great Forest of Devynock, which contained 
twenty thousand acres, extending over the surround- 
ing district On the river Senni, which is crossed 
by several bridges, is one of the " Lord's Mills," 
to which the resident tenants of this township are 
obliged to send their corn to be ground, an exaction 
of servitude formerly extorted by the lords of Breck- 
nock, and still claimed by the lords of the manor of 
the Great Forest, but not rigidly enforced at pre- 
sent The tenants, however, possess the privilege 
of grazing their cattle within that district, on the 
payment of a small regulated sum for each beast, 
which is called Cymmorth* On the attainder of 
Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, who was lord of 
Brecknock, this demand of cymirtorth reverted to 
the crown, and these dues were assigned on lease, 
in the lOth of George I,, to the ancestor of the pre^ 
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sent possessor. About sixty years afifo, the tenants 
disputed the claim, but it was established by a legal 
decision. The township is highly cultivated, and 
presents many pleasing prospects ; and the rateable 
annual value is returned at £1932. Some good 
flag-stone is quarried, and there is an iron-foundry 
and forge near Senni bridge, with a tram-road from 
Neath, &c. for the conveyance of coal and lime ; at 
Senni bridge is also a manufactory for stuffs, but 
not on a very extensive scale; and there are two 
corn-mills on the river. The parochial church* 
though situated at the lower end of the Vale of 
Senni, is included within the adjacent township 
of Maescar ; ithat of Senni, however, contains a place 
of worship for Independents. Three Sunday schools, 
gratuitously conducted by dissenters, afford instruc- 
tion to about 180 males and females; and there are 
three almshouses, endowed by the bequest of David 
Walter, in 1723, who also left a rent-charge of £5 
for the apprenticing of poor children. Ine tithes, 
which have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£177. 15. 3., are divided in three equal portions 
between the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, the 
vicar of Devynock, and the impropriator, the portion 
of the last subject to rates, averaging £1. 13. 7. 
per annum. 

SESSWICK, a township, in that part of the 
parish of Bangor which is in the hundred of Brom- 
FiELD, union of Wrexham, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales, 4 miles (s. e.) from Wrexham; con- 
taining 144 inhabitants. This township is situated 
on the western side of the river Dee. Its rateable 
annual value is returned at £1034. 

SILIAN (SULIEN), a parish, in the union of 
Lampeter, upper division of the hundred of Moy- 
THEN, county of Cardigan^ South Wales, 2 miles 
(n. by w.) from Lampeter; containing 366 inhabit- 
ants. This parish, which is situated in the south- 
eastern portion of the county, derives its name from 
the saint to whom its church is dedicated, who 
flourished during the earlier part of the sixth century. 
It is surrounded by the parishes of Llanvihangel- 
Ystrad, Bettws-Bledrws, and Lampeter; and con- 
sists of 2100 acres, by computation, of which rather 
less than one-half is arable, and the rest alternately 
meadow and arable, there being no woodland. The 
general character of the surface is hilly : the lower 
parts are tolerably fertile, but the uplands less pro- 
ductive; and both are employed principally in 
depasturing sheep, and raising the different varieties 
of corn. The smalt river Dulas, which falls into 
the Teivy, circumscribes the parish on the west and 
south, and there is also a brook called the Tawola. 
The village is in some degree enlivened by its situa- 
tion on the old turnpike-road leading from Aberyst- 
with, in this county, to Lampeter ; and another from 
Rhaiadr, in the county of Radnor, to the same place, 
intersects the parish. The living is consolidated 
with the vicarage of Llanwnnen. The church, dedi- 
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cated to St Sulien, and very romantically situated, 
was rebuilt from the foundation, in 1639, in the early 
English style, and is 35 feet long by 19 broad, con- 
taining about 200 sittings, all of which are free ; the 
font, which is circular, and of antique design, is 
ornamented with four human foces. in the church- 
yard is a rudely sculptured monument of stone, now 
scarcely a foot above the surface of the ground, 
ornamented on one side with Runic knots, and on 
the other with zig-zag lines. There is a Sunday 
school, in which about 15 children are gratuitously 
instructed; and a bequest of 10«. per annum by 
Samuel Evans, in 1706, is distributed among the 
poor not seeking parochial relief. 

SKEIR, an extra-parochial district, in the hun- 
dred of Newcastle, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, 6 miles (w.) from Bridgend. It consists of 
one large farm of several hundred acres, situated 
adjacent to Skeir Point, on the shore of the Bristol 
Channel, and close to Kenvig common : it formerly 
belonged to the abbey of Neath, which accounts for 
its being unattached to any parish. 

SKOKHAM ISLE, an extra-parochial district, 
in the hundred of Rhos, county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 4 miles (w.) from Dale. It com- 
prises about two hundred acres, and is situated 
about three miles from the main land, and five miles 
west by north from St Anne's Point, at the mouA 
of Milford Haven. The shore on all sides is bold, 
and in some places precipitous, except for a small 
space on the north side, where is the landing-place* 
The southern portion is based on red rabstone, and 
the northern on limestone : it is chiefly valuable for 
the pasturage of sheep, and as a rabbit warren ; a 
small turbary supplies fuel, and there is an abund- 
ance of fresh water. The channel between this 
island and that of Gresholm, extending in a line 
towards St. Anne's lighthouse, is called the Wild 
Goose Race. 

SKOMAR, a small island, forming a detached 
portion of the parish of St. Martin, Haverford- 
west, situated off St Bride's Point, from which it 
is separated by a strait named Jack Sound. It lies 
nearly due north of the islet of Skokham, from 
which it is divided by a strait, a mile and a half 
in breadth, called Broad Sound; and comprises 
about seven hundred acres, of which a considerable 

Eortion is under tillage* It abounds with rabbits, 
as an abundance of fresh water, and is based on 
limestone, of which there are various detached rodcs 
on its shores, die principal of which is Midland Isle, 
lying in Jack Sound ; the whole is let to a resident 
tenant 

SLEBECH, a parish, in the union of Nar- 
berth, hundred of Dungleddy, county of Pem- 
broke, South Wales, 4^ miles (e.) from Haver- 
fordwest; containing 294 inhabitants. This parish, 
which is delightfully situated on the northern bank 
of the Eastern Cleddy, and on the turnpike-road 
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from Haverfordwest to Narberth, is bounded by the 
parish of Wiston on the north, by Lawhaden and 
Robeston-Wathen on the east, and by Uzmaston on 
the west ; and comprises 4438 acres, whereof about 
3000 are pasture, 1000 arable, and the remainder 
woodland, the timber consisting chiefly of oak, of 
which there is a great quantity of large growth. 
The 8ur£Bu;e is pleasingly varied, and the soil gene- 
rally fertile, chiefly producing barley and oats : the 
annual value of the parish is £2532. 8.; the rates are 
collected by the ploughland* Limestone is found at 
a great depth, and quarries are worked to a limited 
extent; it is also procured at a small expense, in 
abundance, in the neighbourhood. On the Extern 
Cleddy, at the eastern boundary of the parish, is a 
large mill and wharf, called Blackpool, wnere goods 
are landed for the town of Narbertfa and the sur- 
rounding country, as it is at this place the river be- 
comes navirable for vessels of considerable burthen ; 
about 4 miles below, the Eastern joins the Western 
Cleddy, and the two rivers, after flowing a short dis- 
tance, combine to form the magnificent expanse of 
Milford Haven. 

In some parts the parish is enlivened with gentle- 
men's seats, the grounds attached to which form a 
fine contrast to the want of variety and embellish- 
ment observed in other portions of the county. 
Slebech Hallf the property of the Baron de Rutzen, 
by marriage with the heiress of the late Nathaniel 
Phillips, Esq., is an eleirant, substantial, and com- 
paratiVely modern mansion, forming a quadrangle of 
noble elevation, and containing a fine collection of 

Eaintings by the ancient masters, marble busts and 
ronzes, with every appendage of luxury. Near the 
house is an extensive and handsome garden, strik- 
ingly pleasing, with curious and ancient terraces, 
plantea with the rarest fruit trees and choicest vines, 
forming a rich and ornamental vineyard, attached to a 
long range of hot-houses ; the park has just been very 
considerably enlarged, and inclosed with a lofty wall. 
The house was erected by the late John Symmons, 
Esq., on the site of an old commandery of the 
Knights of St John of Jerusalem, which at the dis- 
solution was purchased by Roger and Thomas Barlow, 
the last representative of which family conveyed it by 
marriage to the late Mr. Symmons, from whom it was 
purchased by Nathaniel Phillips, Esq., whose daughter 
IS the present Baroness de Rutzen. There are many 
peculiar rights and privileges belonging to the pro- 
perty, such as right of free warren, &c. Picton 
Castky the seat or Sir Richard B. P. Phillips, Bart., 
partly in this parish and partly in that of Boulston, 
IS a noble and spacious mansion of considerable anti- 
quity ; and though it has undergone some alterations 
and received several additions, to adapt it more for 
the purpose of modern residence, it still preserves 
much of its original character of a fortress. It was 
erected by William de Picton, one of the followers of 
Arnulph de Montgomery, and has been inhabited 
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without intermission since that remote period. The 
greater portion of the building, to which the late 
Lord Milford made some splendid additions, is in the 
ancient style of baronial grandeur. During the par- 
liamentary war, in the reign of Charles I., this castle 
was gallantly defended by Sir Richard Phillips for 
the king ; but it had the good fortune to escape the 
destruction which so many other fortresses experi- 
enced. It came by marriage with a descendant of 
the Wogan family to Sir Thomas Phillips, of Cilsant, 
father of John, the first baronet, and, on the death of 
Lord Milford, descended to the present proprietor. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed witli 
£200 private benefaction, and £800 royal bounty^ 
and in the patronage of the Baron de Rutzen, who is 
impropriator of the tithes ; net income, £50. The 
church, formerly the conventual church of the com- 
mandery, and the only remaining portion of that 
establbhment, is a venerable structure, in the Norman 
style of architecture, pleasantly situated near the bank 
of the river, and embosomed in the luxuriant groves 
which surround it It contains some ancient monu- 
ments, and also a handsome one of modem erection 
to the memory of Sir William Hamilton, and his first 
wife, who was one of the coheiresses of the Wogans 
of Wiston. The building, however, is so much 
dilapidated that a new church is now in the course of 
erection about a mile distant, and in a more central 
part of the parish, entirely of hewn stone, at a very 
great expense to the patron of tlie living ; when com- 
pleted it will form an extremely handsome edifice, 
of most imposing effect ; it was designed by H. Goode, 

{'un., E^q., of London ; and the cost is estimated at 
between £5000 and £6000. There is a place of 
worship for Baptists. A Sunday school, established 
by the curate, is conducted and supplied with books 
by a lady residing with the Slebech family; and 
another contains about 40 males and females, who are 
gratuitously taught by Baptists, books being obtained 
from the society at Haverfordwest. The commandery 
of the Knights of St John of Jerusalem, according to 
Bishop Tanner, was established here prior to the year 
1301, and endowed with lands bv Wize and his son, 
Walter; it flourished till the dissolution, when its 
revenue was estimated at £211. 9. 11. 

SNEAD (SNEYD, or IS NOWDD), a parish, 
in the union of Clun, chiefly in the lower divisioi^ 
of the hundred of Montgomery, county of Mokt« 
GOMERY, North Wales, 2 miles (n.) from Bishop^s 
Castle ; containing 70 inhabitants. This parish, of 
which a few fields are in the county of Salop, is about 
two miles in length and half a mile in breadth, and is 
watered by the river Camlet, which forms its northern 
boundary : the rateable annual value is returned at 
£572. The surface is undulated, rising in some parts 
into bold eminences, and the soil is in general fertile. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £450 
from the tithes, £400 private benefaction, and £600 
royal bounty; net income, £87; patron, Philip Morris^ 
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Esq. The church, an ancient edifice, in die early 
style of English architecture, formerly dependent on 
the priory of Chirbury, is beautifully situated in a 
retired spot, and nearly concealed from view by the 
numerous trees of lofty growth by which the church- 
yard is entirely surrounded; the west end is almost 
covered with ivy, and the venerable building has a 
strikingly picturesque appearance on entering the 
churchyard. 

SOLV A, a small sea-port, in the parish of 
Whitchurch, union of Hav£rfordw£ST, hundred 
of Dewisland, county of Pembroke, South 
Wales, 1*2 miles (n. w, by w.) from Haverford- 
west: the population is returned with the parish. 
This place derives its name from its situation near 
the mouth of the small river Solva, which here dis- 
charges itself into the northern part of St. Bride's 
bay. From the great demand for shipping during 
the last war, and the convenience of its harbour, 
it first came into notice, and, from one of the poorest 
hamlets in this part of the principality, has, within 
the last fifty years, risen into a flourishing little town. 
The houses, which are of very neat appearance, are 
built without any regard to regularity of plan, and 
only those which are situated in the lower part of the 
valley, in a direction parallel with the river, have the 
form of a street. Within a few hundred yards of the 
original buildings another town has been erected, 
occupying the height above the vale, and from that 
circumstance called Upper Solva. The aspect of the 
whole is highly interesting, the cottages being of a 
very comfortable description, and the gardens, laid 
out in terraces on the acclivity of the hill, and com- 
manding a fine view of the sea, are pleasing and 
picturesque. 

The harbour is sheltered from the waves of St 
Bride's bay by a singular bend at the mouth, and by 
a large pyramidal rock, which divides the entrance 
into two narrow pas^ges : it is accessible to ships of 
five hundred tons' buruien, and in cases of emergency 
ships of a thousand tons might anchor there ; but the 
great rock at its mouth, and the high lands which 
surround it, appear at a distance as one entire cliff, 
and render the approach somewhat dangerous, owing 
to the difficulty m discerning the entrance. Many 
nautical men are of opinion tuat, at a very sm&U ex- 
pense, such improvements might be made as would 
render it one of the safest and most commodious 
havens on the coast. There were formerly about 
thirty vessels of various descriptions belonging to the 

Eort, of from twenty to two hundred and fifty tons' 
urthen ; but that number is greatly reduced, and at 
E resent there are only four brigsi, varying from one 
undred and fifty to two hundred tons' burthen, and a 
few small craft of from twenty to forty tons. The 
staple trade of the port is in corn, of which oonsider- 
f^le quantities are shipped for the English markets ; 
and in limestone and coal, which are brought from 
Milford Haven ; the limestone is burnt into lime at 
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some kilns near the entrance of the town, for the sup* 
ply of the surrounding districts. The sand of the 
harbour, possessing saline properties, is raised in 
tolerable quantity at low water, and landed on the 
quay, whence it is taken away by the farmers in the 
neighbourhood, and used as a manure. A saiall 
market is held weekly on Friday. 

In this town was a few years since, until transfer- 
red to Milford, the establishment belonging to the 
lighthouse upon the *^ Smalls," a cluster of dangei^- 
ous rocks, about eighteen miles from the Welsh const, 
bearing from St. Annex's Point w. n. w., from St. 
David's w. s. w., and from Gresholm w. | n. These 
rocks form three dbtinct reefs, extending parallel to 
each other in a direction from north-east to south- 
west, for three-quarters of a mile ; their entire breadth 
in a transverse direction is about a quarter of a mile. 
The greater number are above water, while others 
are visible only at half tide ; on the largest of die 
former is the lighthouse, the plan of which was first 
suggested by Mr. Philipps 6f Liverpool, and the 
building erected by Mr. Whitesides, of the same 
place. It was completed in the year 1775, and its 
stability was proved by the architect himself, who, 
in company with two other persons, passed the follon^- 
ing winter in it. The lighthouse is an octagonal 
building, resting upon eight strong oak piles at the 
angles, and one in toe centre ; the piles at the north 
and nortli-east angles are stayed, to resist the violence 
of the waves, which sometimes strike the edifice on 
the opposite side with the whole force of the Atlantic 
swell. The rock on which it is built is twelve feet 
above the level of the sea at high water, and the 
lantern has an elevation of seventy feet ; it is lighted 
by eighteen argand lamps, and in clear weather the 
light, which is of a red colour, is seen at the distance 
of five or six leagues, having the appearance of a 
star of the first magnitude. Beneath the lantern are 
the store-room ana the apartments for the men, who 
are always three in number, and are furnished with a 
supply of provisions and stores for six months, as it 
frequently happens that for many weeks together, 
during the winter, no boat can reach the rock. The 
erection of a lighthouse on these dangerous rocks has 
been attended with the greatest benefit to the navi- 

fation of the channel, many lives and much property 
aving been saved since the design was carried into 
effect. The Smalls» it is said, belong to no parish, 
nor are they within any county; but they are nearest 
to the. Welsh coast, and the inhabitants of the light- 
house are considered as parishioners of Whitchurch. 
On the ridge called the Oribyn, which bounds the 
valley of the Solva on the east, are traces of various 
intrenched encampments; and at the southern ex- 
tremity, towards the sea, is a circular intrenchmen^ 
surrounded by a rampart of loose stones, which is 
supposed to be of British origin. 

SONTLY (SONLLI), a towMhip, in the parish 
of Marchwiix, hundred of Bromfi£Ld, county of 
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Denbigh, North Wales, l-j^ mile (s.) from Wrex- 
ham ; containiBg 87 inhabitants. The verv ancient 
bouse of Sontly was possessed by a family of the 
same name, in old writing called oouUy or SuUie, a 
branch of the Eytons, of Eyton ; it was afterwards 
inhabited by a younger branch ol the Broughtons, 
but is now a farmhouse. 

SOUGHTON (SYCH-DIN), a hamlet, in the 
parish of Nortuop, Northop division of the hundred 
of CoLBSHiLX, county of Flint, North Wales, 1 
mile (s.) from Northop ; containing 580 inhabitants* 
Soughton Hall is a chaste and unique mansion, 
erected in 1714, by Dr. John Wynne, Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, and there are one or two other respect- 
able seats in the vicinity. There is an extensive 
colliery, giving employment to several of the inhabit- 
ants. The Calvimstic Methodists have a place of 
worship here. An estate in the township was be- 
queathed by Owen Jones, in 1658, for the instruc- 
tion and apprenticing of poor boys at Northop. Wat's 
Dyke enters the parish in this township, and crosses 
the Mold road at the Soughton toU«-gate, taking a 
course nearly westward for some distance. 

SOUTHERNDOWN, a hamlet, in the parish 
of St. Bride's Major, hundred of Ogmore, county 
of Glamorgan^ South Wales, 5 miles (s. by w.) 
from Bridgend^ containing 313 inhabitants.' This 
place is situated on the sea-coast, and comprises the 
southern declivity of a very extensive down. Close 
to it, on a small promontory, presenting rocky and 
lofty diffs, stands Dunraven Castle, once the seat of 
Thomas Wyndham, Esq., who erected the present 
spacious and elegant structure, in the early English 
style, on the site of a more ancient castle, said to 
have been the oldest in Wales, and once the xesi- 
dence of the celebrated Caractacus, as well as of his 
father, Brfin ab Llyr. It continued occasionally to 
be the seat of the reguli of this district after the cap* 
ture of the British hero» and until the Norman oon-> 
quest of Glamorgan, in the time of lestyn ab Gwjrgan, 
when, on the partition of that territory by Robert 
Fits-Hamon, the castle and manor were assigned to 
William de Londres, who bestowed them on bis but* 
ler, afterwards Sir Arnold Butler, one of whose fe- 
male descendants conveyed them by marriage into 
the ftuniiy of the Vaughans, from whom they were 
purchasea by an ancestor of the kte Mr. Wyndham^ 
whose only daughter and heiress conveyed them by 
marriage to Windham Henry Wyndham Quin, Earl 
of Dunraven and Mountearl : the castle is now the re^ 
sidence of Viscount Adare, M.P. A lofty embank* 
ment across the peninsula, still traceable, protected the 
castle on the land side, while the bold cliiTs rendered 
it inaccessible from the sea. About a mile westward 
from it are three very extraordinary natural caverns^ 
formed by the action of the sea on the projecting 
rodcs. One, termed by pre-eminence ** tne Cave," 
is approached from the south by a rude piazza worn 
through the rock, the appearance of the sea and sky 
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between the rough arches of which has a grand and 
dngular effect The next is a cavern called the 
^^ Wind hole/' extending about twenty-seven yards, 
with two or three fissures in the roof, at a consider- 
able distance from the edge of the cliff; and if a hat 
or any other light substance be placed on the open- 
ing on the top, it will be violently blown into the air. 
The third has received the name of the " Fairy 
Cove," from the number of petrifactions it contains, 
which have assumed such a variety of grotesque 
shapes as to be considered the most curious of the 
whole. At the western end of the down, which 
abuts on the Ewenny river, is another singular object, 
consisting of a large body of water issuing from the 
bottom ot the down, which foams and boils with 
much force, and forms two small streams. 

SPITTAL, a parish, in the union of Haver- 
fordwest, hundred of Dunoleddy^ county of Pem- 
broke, South Wales, 5 miles (n« by e.) from 
Haverfordwest; containing 430 inhabitants. This 

Srisfa is bounded on the east by Walton, south by 
udbaxton, west by Camrhos and part of Trevgam, 
and north by Ambleston ; and is situated on the 
Western Cleddy, which forms ita boundary on the 
west, and intersected by the turnpike-roads leading 
from Haverfordwest to Cardigan and Fishguard re- 
spectively. It contains 2674 acres by admeasure- 
ment, all either arable or pasture, except from 10 to. 
20 of woodland ; the surface is generally flat, and the 
scenery therefore not very attractive ; but the soil is 
of an excellent quality, producing grass, and wheat, 
barley, and oats ; and the prevailing timber is oak 
and ash. There are three modern mansions within 
its limits, named SoottoUf Froyi-Hall, and Haver- 
Hill. The rateable annual value of the property is 
returned at £831. 10. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, endowed with £800 royal bounty, and £200 
parliamentary grant ; net income, £79 ; patrons and 
appropriators. Precentor and Chapter of St David's^ 
whose tithes have been • eommuted for a rentrcharge 
of £152, and who have a glebe of 92 acres, valued at 
£20 per annum. The church, dedicated to St Mary, 
is not distinguished by any architectural details of 
importance, consisting only of a nave and chancel, 
separated by a low and unornamented circular arch ; 
tie length is 78 feet, and the breadth 24. There are 
places of worship for Baptists, Wesleyan Methodists, 
and Presbyterians. A day school aitards instruction 
to about 60 children at their parents' expense; and 
60 males and females are gratuitously taaght in a 
Sunday school beloaging to Independents^ and. 40 
in one connected with Baptists. 

About 100 yards south<»east of. the chnrck is an 
ancient ruin, covering nearly an acre of land, and 
said to have been an hospital, or hQ$piHum^ from 
which the word Spittalis supposed to be derived. It 
must have been once a plaoe of considerable, im- 
portance, as the walls, still visible in some parts, are 
of great solidity^ being about 5 feet in tnickness; 
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and under these, immense vaults have been disco- 
vered. Tradition reports the erection to have been 
by the monks of St. David's, at an early period, for 
the accommodation of pilgrims to the shrine of St. 
David's ; which is slightly corroborated bv the cir- 
cumstance of the tithes of the parish still belonging 
to the dignitaries of the cathedral, as already men- 
tioned. There are also several remains of ancient 
encampments in the parish, which are here called 
^* Rhaths :" of these, one occupies the summit of a 
conical hill which rises abruptly in the vale; the 
area, about 2 acres, which is nearly circular, is in- 
closed by a single rampart. Near it was a chapel, 
dedicated to St. Leonard, which, together with the 
church at Rudbaxton, was granted by Alexander 
Rudebac to the commandery of the Knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem, at Slebech ; and on the site of 
this chapel, and on that of another a mile west of the 
church (the two being called E^t Chapel Park, and 
West Chapel Park), stone coffins and a great quan- 
tity of human bones have been dug up. Near the 
road leading from Haverfordwest to Cardigan is a place 
named ^^ Scotton Gallows," where tradition savs the 
heir of the family suiTered in consequence of slaying 
the heir of the family of Hey thog on the same spot in 
a duel. West of the same road, at Scotton, is an ele- 
gant modern mansion, erected by Jas. Higgon, Esq., 
and which commands an extensive western view. 

SP1TTY-YSTRAD*MEURIC, county of 
Cardigan, South Wales. — See Yspytty-Ys- 
Trad-Meuric. 

SPITTY-YSTWITH, county of Cardigan, 
South Wales. — See Yspyti'y-Ystwith, 

STACKPOOL-ELIDUR, a parish, in the 
hundred of Castlemartin, union and county of 
Pembroke, South Wales, 3^ miles (s.) from Pem- 
broke; containing 294 inhabitants. The name of 
this place is derived from the Stack rock at the mouth 
of the Broad Haven, at the head of which it is situ- 
ated, in the Bristol Channel; and its adjunct from 
St. Elidur, to whom the original foundation of its 
church is attributed. The parish comprises an ex- 
tensive tract of good arable and pasture land, in a 
high state of cultivation ; the rateable annual value 
bemg returned at £1816. 15.; and the scenery, en- 
riched with the beautiful grounds and plantations 
surrounding the mansion of Stackpool Court, is finely 
diversified and strikingly picturesque. Stackpool 
Court, the property and one of the seats of £arl 
Cawdor, (of which the park is in this parish, and the 
house and grounds in that of St Petrox,) is romantic- 
ally situated in a deep and well wooded valley, 
ornamented with a fine artificial lake, over which is 
an elegant stone bridge of eight arches. A noble 
mansion, which overlooked the lake, was erected by 
the great-grandfather of the present Earl Cawdor, and 
son of Sir Alexander Campbell, who was the first of 
the family that settled in Wales, and who, by mar- 
riage with Miss Lort, the heiress^ became possessed 
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of the estate ; but this edifice has lately been almost 
entirely rebuilt by his lordship, from a plan designed 
by the late Sir Jeffrey Wyatville, and it has beeo 
rendered one of the most superb residences in the 
principality. It is built of hewn limestone, and has 
an imposing grandeur of appearance, having two 
spacious and magnificent fronts : alon^ the whole of 
that which faces the lake a wide terrace has been 
formed, from which there is a delightful prospect; 
and from the other front, in which is the entrance, k 
a view of the pleasure grounds. The interior com- 
prises a splendid suite of apartments, and a librarjr 
containing a large collection of rare and valuable 
works in every department of literature. The gar- 
dens are laid out with great taste, and the green- 
houses and hothouses are stored with every spedes 
of rare and valuable exotics ; the park, which is weD 
stocked with deer, fs very extensive, and in tbe 
grounds is a large conservatory ; the approach to the 
house has been much increased in beauty by the 
erection of a new bridge of one arch. The whole of 
this fine property has been very greatly improved by 
the present proprietor ; and the estate, which in- 
cludes not less tlian fifteen thousand acres of rich and 
valuable land, in the highest state of cultivation, 
with its luxuriant woods and plantations, fornos a 
distinguished ornament to this part of the princi- 
pality* 

The living is a rectory, in the patronage of Earl 
Cawdor, united, in 1839, to that of St Petrox, 
the glebe*lands and a portion of the tithes havine 
been surrendered to the earl, in lieu of lands and 
tithes of the same value given to the vicarage of 
Castlemartin; it is rated in the king's books at 
£15. 12. II., and endowed with £600 royal bounty. 
The impropriate tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £270; and attached is a glebe of 77a. 
Ir. 22/?., valued at £87 per annum. The church, 
dedicated to St. Elidur, or according to some autho- 
rities, to St James, is an ancient structure, contain- 
ing several monuments to different members of the 
family of Stackpool Court, among which is one, 
under a rich sculptured canopy of stone, bearing tbe 
effigv of a crusader, said to be that of Sir £lidur de 
Stackpool, the earliest known proprietor of that estate, 
and the reputed founder of the church. The interior 
was richly embellished by an ancestor of the present 
Earl Cawdor, in 1766. On a tongue of land com- 
manding a branch of the Stackpool estuary is a strong 
encampment, near which, in several places, bave 
been found human bones, a brazen spear-head, and 
an old sword, probably memorials of some of those 
conflicts that frequently took place along this coast) 
between the natives and the invaders of their coun- 
try. 

STANAGE, a lordship, in that part of the pari* 
of Bbampton-Bryan which is in the hundred of 
Knighton, union of Knighton, county of RaJ>' 
NOR, South Wales, 3 miles (e.) from Knighton,* 
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containing 169 inhabitants. The remainder of the 
parish is situated in Wigmore hundred, county of 
Hereford. This lordship, the name of which signi- 
fies ** the stony edge," forms the most easterly point 
of South Wales, and lies on the south bank of the 
river Teme, on the road from Knighton to Ludlow. 
Stanage Park, occupying a fine and extensive emi- 
nence, formerly belonged to the Cornewalls, barons 
of Burford, but is now the property of Edward 
Ro^rs, Esq. There is a day school of about thirty 
children, with a house attached for the mistress, 
who receives a donation annually from Mr. Rogers, 
in addition to the payments from the children's pa* 
rents. 

STANSTY, a township, in that part of the 
parish of Wrexham which is in the hundred of 
Bromfield, union of Wrexham, county of Den- 
bigh, North Wales, 1^ mile (n.) from Wrexham; 
containing 355 inhabitants. Wat's Dyke enters this 
township from the south, and, after passing through 
it to the river Alyn, is continued beyond tnat river, 
in the township of Gwersylt, in the parish of Gres- 
ford. Its rateable annual value has been returned at 
£1318. 

STEYNTON, or STAINTON, a parish, in 
the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of Rhos, 
county of Pembroke, South Wales, 2 miles 
(n. n. e.) from Milford ; containing 2903 inhabit- 
ants. This parish, which is on the turnpike-road 
from Milford to Haverfordwest, extends to the shore 
of Milford Haven, by which it is bounded on the 
south ; and Hubberston Pill, an inlet from the haven, 
is navigable for small craft, at high water, for a con- 
siderable distance within its limits. In the southern 
part of it is situated the borough, market, and sea- 

Eort town of Milford, described under its appropriate 
ead, and comprbing the chief portion of toe popu- 
lation : in the western part of it is 5/. BotolpKs^ the 
seat of A. I. Stokes, Esq., by one of whose relatives 
it was purchased, in 1826, from the representatives 
of General le Hunt, who bought it, in 1803, from 
the family of the Elliots, to whom it had belonged 
for many years. The present mansion was built in 
1800, about a hundred yards to the west of the an* 
cient edifice, and partly on the site of a monastery, 
supposed to have oeen a cell to the priory of Pill, 
near the head of Hubberston Pill. In excavating the 
ground for the new building, several stone coffins 
containing bones were dug up ; and part of the walls 
of the ancient monastery, which are still remaining, 
have been incorporated with the out-buildings of the 
modern mansion. Bolton Hillj an old seat formerly 
belonging to a family of that name, is in the north- 
ern part of the parish, near an abrupt and lofty emi- 
nence called Bolton Beacon. While Cromwell lay at 
Haverfordwest, two of his soldiers entered this man- 
sion, with the intention of plundering it, and Bolton, 
^ who had concealed himself, was denied by his wife to 
the soldiers, who, nevertheless, suspecting that he 
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was in the house, one of them took up hi9 child, and 
pretended to throw it on the fire, on which the father 
rushed from his concealment, and killed the ruffian 
on the spot ; his comrade escaped, and Bolton on re- 
flection, deemed it prudent to inform Cromwell of all 
that had occurred, observing to that general, that the 
man he had killed had only one eye : the ktter re- 
plied, ** The fellow was a ereat rascal, and you have 
saved me the trouble of having him executed.'^ 
Castle HalU in the south-eastern part of the parish, 
originally built by John Z^phaniah Holwell, whose 
sunerings in the black hole at Calcutta are well 
known, is a spacious mansion, and the grounds are 
extensive and well laid out The parish is about 
six miles in length from north to south, and from a 
mile and a half to two miles in breadth from east to 
west, and is wholly inclosed and in a ffood state of 
cultivation ; its rateable annual value beinff returned 
at £4850. Culm is found within its limits, and a 
mine which had been worked for many years, for the 
supply of the neighbourhood, has been re-opened on 
Lord Kensington's estate. Great facilities are af- 
forded for the conveyance of the produce by the 
navigable creek called Hubberston rill, and by the 
main haven. The small village of PiUy distant about 
a quarter of a mile from the town of Milford, is 
within the parbh. 

The LIVING, a discharged vicarage, united to the 
rectory of Johnston, is endowed with the whole of 
tlie great and small tithes of a portion of the parish ; 
the remainder are impropriate in Mrs. Ann Wright, 
whose family, the Jordfans, sold another portion, 
which now forms part of the income of the incum- 
bent of St Mary's, Haverfordwest The vicarial 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£58« 10., subject to rates, averaging £5. 1*2. 11. per 
annum. The churchy dedicated to St Peter, or, as 
it is stated in the Monasticon, to St Kewel, and for- 
merly dependent upon Pill priory, is an ancient and 
venerable structure, with a lofty tower, which, from 
its elevated situation, is seen from every part of the 
surrounding country ; the interior consists of a nave» 
chancel, and two aisles, separated by series of mas* 
sive columns and pointed arches: this edifice was 
garrisoned with a small number of troops during the 
parliamentary war in the reign of Charles I. There 
is a place or worship for Presbyterians. Nine day 
schools afford instruction to about 300 children : one 
of them, endowed, in 1832, by Martha, lady of 
George Devonald, Esq., of Sodston House, with 
£30 per annum, to be paid out of her estate of 
Studda, in this parish, for the education of 40 chil- 
dren in the principles of the Established Church, 
is at present taught in a room lent by Mrs. Devo- 
nald, and the trusteeship and management are vested 
in the incumbent and churchwardens : in the other 
eight schools the instruction is at the cost of the 
parents. There are also four Sunday schools, gra- 
tuitously conducted, in two of which are about 200 

8C 



SULL SWAN 

males and females, wlio attend the Established ever, inclosed and in good cultiradon. -^The Scot^ 

Church, and the other two, belonging to diBsentesrs, system of agriculture, introduced here"by Mr. Tho- 

contain about 240: in an tn^nto' school about \iO mas, of Sully House, who is regarded-as one of the 

children are taught at their parents' expense. The best aericulturists in South Wales, is generalijr 

poor children of the parish are also eligible for ad- adopted in the parish, and has succeed^ well. The 

mission to Tasker's endowed school in Haverford- living is a discharged rectory, rated in the king*! 

west, where they are clothed as well as instructed, books at £11. 9. 9^., and in the patronage of Mn, 

At the bead of Prix Pill stood Pill Caslle, the cap- Thomas ; present net income, £250. The chardi, 

ture of which is recorded by Fenton : there are no dedicated to St. John the Baptist, is & neat edifice, 

remains of this fortress, but in digging near the site, kept in excellent repair ; and adjoiuin)^ it is a band- 

about 80 years ago, at a place termed Cwm, a human some parsouage-house. A school, containing about 

skull with an iron ball in it was found ; and a tradi- )9 children daily, and from 20 to 30 on Sundsyti 

tion is extant that a poftd near the spot, now called is supported by subscription ; the mistress has & 

Deadman's Lake, derived that name from ita having salary of £10 per annum, and a house rent-free; 

been deeply tinged with the blood of the slain on attached is a library furnished by the clergymsn. 

that occasion. Near the head of Hubbereton Pill Mr. John Howel, in 1775, bequeathed £10 to the 

are the remains of PiV/ /fWory, founded in the year poor not receiving parochial relief, but nothing is now 

1200 by Adam dc Rupe, for monks of the order known of this ch^ity. The Rev. Mr. Conybeare, 

of Tyrone, who afterwards became Benedictines: who has so greatly distinguished himself by his geo- 

the priory, which was dedicated to St. Mary and logical researches, was lately incumbent 
St. Budoc, flourished till the dissolution, at which SUTTON, a township, in' the p&rochial chapelry 

time its revenue was estimated at £67. 15.: the of Is-Y-CoEn, union' of Wrexham, hundred « 

site and buildings were granted, in the d6th of Brohfield, county of Denbiuh, North Wale^ 

Henry VIII., to Roger and Thomas Barlow. The 5 miles (e. by e.) from Wrexham; containing 203 

ruins, which are very small, consist chiefiy of Kome inhabitants. It is situated on the' left bank of the 

fragments of the walls ; the low entrance gateway river Dee, near the place where it receives a streain 

leading into the garden is still remaining, out the from the westward; and its rateable annual value is 

arch aiiove it fell down in 1896. At Butter bill, returned at £1674, Here is aday school, in whicb 

formerly a grange belonging to the priory, live a about 20 children are educated at the expense of 

family of the name of Rock, who are said to be de- their parents, 
scended from Adam de Rupe, founder of the priory. SWANSEA, or EG- 

There are in the parish several ancient encamp- LWYS-FAIR-ABER- 

ments, here called Rk&tks ; one near the priory; TAWY, a parish, com- 

another near the neat residence named Thornton prising the Upper and 

House ; and a third, called Old Castle, near the town Lower divisions, and the 

of Milford ; but not one of them is of sufficient im^ Franchise of Swansea 

portance to require particular notioe. Close to the (which last contains the 

ruins of an ancient «hapet, dedicated to St. Cathe^ important borough, mar- 

rine, a silver coin of Somitian wab dug up, about ket, and sea-port town tif 

40 years since. In 1618, a celt was' found not far the same name), in the 

from St. Botolph'g, where also are Borne reUainsof hundred of Swansea,' 

a Druidical altar, designated by the country people and the township of SL corporation seai- 

the Lottff Stme. Sir William Jantei, Bart, the cele- Thomas, in the hundred of Llangtvelach, and 

brated naval commander in the Elast India Com- the head of a union ; in the county of Glamokgan, 

pany's service, in commemoration of whose achiev- South Wales, 44 miles (w. by N.) from Cardi^ 

menis the ornamental 'tower on Shooter's Hill, near 68 (e. by s.) from Milford, and 209 (V.) from Lon- 

London, was erected by his widow, was bom at Bol- don ; and containing 18,992 inhabitants, of which 

ton Hill mill, in the pariah. number 16,448 are in the Franchise, 1054 in the 

STRATA-FLORIDA, county of Cardigan, Higher, and 807 in the Lower, division of the parish, 

South Wales. — See Carom-Uwch-Clawdd. and 683 in the township of St Thomas; the entire 

SULLY (SULWY), a parish,[ in the onion of population having increased above one-fourth since 

Cardiff, hundred of DiNAS-PovTfl, county of the censueof 1831. The town, called by the Welsh 

Glamorgan, South Wales, 8^ miles {i. 8. w.) " Abertawy," from its situation at the month of the 

from -Cardiff; containing 197 inhabitants. This river Tawe or Tawy,. which here dischai^ '^'^ 

parish is situated on the shore of the Bristol Chan- waters into the great hay of Swaasea, in the oristo' 

nel, by which- it is bounded on the south, and nearly Channel, derived tiie appellation of '« Swinesea," o' 

opposite to i sm^l island of the some name. It is " Swinegey/'. according to Camden, from the nun- 

of very limited extent, comprising only a moderate ber of porpoises with 'which this part of the channel 

portion of arable and pasture land, which is, how- abounded; and of this designation its present naiiK 
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is only a slight nodifieation. After the defeat of 
Rh^ ab Tewdwr by the united forces of lestyn 
ab Gwrgan, Prince of Glamoing^an, and the Nor- 
mans under the command of Fitz-Hamon, Conan^ 
natural son of Rh^s, havine escaped from the scene 
of carnage with some- of his troops, w^ drowned in 
the lake of Cremlyn, now an extensive marsh be^ 
tween this place and Briton Ferry, in attempting to 
pass it in his flight towards Carmarthen. The castle 
of. Swansea, or Abertawe, according to Caradoc of 
Llancarvan, was built in the year 1099^ by Henry 
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, with a view to secure 
possession of those lands, in the province of Gower, 
which he had wrested by force of arms from the 
sons of Caradoc ab lestyn ; and on the completion 
of that fortress, the toWn is said to have been built 
by the same nobleman, ^ho, having subsequently 
reduced the whole province under hn dominion, in- 
troduced into it colonies of English and Flemings, 
to garrison the various castles' which he had erected 
for its defence. To these his dependents he gave 
a large portion of- territory, and their descendants, 
who stilt retain the ancient settlements, were, until 
of late years, distinguished by their language, man- 
ners, and customs, from the aboriginal inhabitants, 
with whom they seldom intermarried. The town^ 
from the peculiar advantages of its situation, and its 
early maritime importance, soon became the capital 
of the province of Gower ; it» inhabitants enjoyed 
many valuable privileges, which were conferred by 
the early Norman lords ; and for some time it con- 
tinued to flourish with increasing prosperity. 

Its importance, and its being reganied as the key 
to the English possesions in Glamorgan, exposed it 
to all the horrors of frequent warfisure, and subjected 
it to repeated desolation and rapine. In 1113, the 
place was furiously assaulted by Rh^s ab Grufydd, 
who, after fruitless attempts- to reduce the castle, 
which, from the strength of its fortifications and the 
number of its garrison, resisted all his efforts, set fire 
to the town, and laid waste the surrounding country. 
Early in the tbirtieenth century it was more success- 
fully attacked by Rh^ Vychan, who, being assisted 
by Llewelyn ab lorwertli, finally succeeded in de- 
stroying all the fortresses that had been erected by 
the Normans within the province of Gower.. In 
reference to the desolation which Swansea suffered 
upon these occasions, Llywarch ab Llewelyn, in a 
panegyrical ode addressed to the victor, lias these 
remarkable words: ^^In Swansea, that peacelets 
town, the towers are rent, and now peace prevails 
there; in strongly fortified Swansea, the key of 
England, all the women ace widows.^ . From . this 
dreary state of devastation the town, however, soon 
recovered, and was again besieged, in the year 1260, 
by Llewelyn ab Grufydd, the last prince of North 
Wales, who, coming against it with a powerful army, 
entirely demolbhed Vie castle^ which, according to 
the testimony of most historians, lay from that time 
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in ruins till the prelacy of Henry Gower, Bishop of 
St David's, who restored it, besides building the 
palace of St David's, and enlarging and embellish- 
ing the episcopal residence at Lamphey. A similar 
ktyle of architecture and embellishment is observable 
in these three structures, which are all distinguished 
by a beautiful open parapet, pierced alternately in 
pointed and circular Norman arches, a peculiarity of 
feature characteristic of all the buildings erected by 
that munificent prelate. In 1331, Bishop Gower, 
who was a native of this province, founded an hos- 
pital at this place, in honour of St David, wliich 
continued to flourish till the dissolution, when its 
revenue was estimated at £*20. After the death of 
that prelate, Swansea, being so remote from the seat 
of the diocese, and there being not less than seven 
palaces in different places belonging to the see, the 
castle, during the prelacy of his successor, was neg- 
lected, and went rapidly to decay. In the reign of 
Henry IV., the town suffered materially during the 
insurrection raised against that monarcn by Owain 
Glyndwr, by whom it was burnt, and the neighbour- 
hood reduced to a state of desolation. During the 
parliamentary war in the reign of Charles I., Oliver 
Cromwell visited this place, on his route to embark 
for Ireland, and is said to have taken up his abode in 
a house in the High-street, which, till lately, was 
occupied as a place of worship by a congregation of 
Westeyan Metnodists. 

The TOWN is beautifully and advantageously situ- 
ated in an angle between two lofty hills, on the 
western bank of the river Tawy, which is here 
navigable for ships of large burthen, and at the head 
of a noble bay to which it gives name, stretching 
for nearly nine miles in breadth from east to west, 
and sheltered by an amphitheatre of hills from the 
most unfavourable winds. The principal thorough- 
fare through it extends for more than a mile in a 
line parallel with the river ; and the streets diverging 
from it, which are numerous, and in some instances 
spacious, are well paved, and lighted with gas, under 
tne provisions ^f an act of parliament passed for 
that purpose in 1809. The houses are neatly and 
substantially built, especially those in High, Castle, 
and Wind streets, which are the principal for busi- 
ness. From these many smaller streets branch off 
in various directions, some of them leading- to a 
populous district towards the wttst^ in the neighbour- 
liood of. the new market*plaoe. Among the nume- 
rous raiig^iof building is the more retired parts of 
the tow» are. Belle Vue, an assemblage of detached 
houses of handsome elevation, with several pleasing 
villas, deoupying a deligbtful eminence, ailSid com- 
maoding.a ine view of toe sea and the distant coasts 
of Somerset and Devon; the Burrows^ oomprising 
several ranges of respectable houses of modem ereo- 
tion, inhabited by genteel families ; and a continua- 
tion of good buildmgs, both in the upper and lower 
roads l^ing to the Mwnbles^ an agreeable village 
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about five miles from the town, the road to which is, 
throughout the whole distance, under an elevated 
ridge, thickly studded with elegant seats and sub- 
stantial dwellings. Considerable additions have been 
made to the town within the last few years, several 
new streets having been formed, and many detached 
residences erected : a very large portion of land in 
the neighbourhood has also been appropriated as 
building-ground, and some streets of neat nouses and 
ornamental cottages upon it are already occupied. 
In 1837 an act was obtained for better supplying the 
borough with water. The beautiful situation of the 
town on the margin of a fine open bay, with exten- 
sive, firm, smooth, and level sands forming an inter- 
esting marine promenade, the salubrity of the air, 
the beauty of the surrounding scenery, and the ex* 
cellent accommodation the town affords, have contri- 
buted to render it a favourite resort for sea-baihina : 
and the opportunities of aquatic excursions which 
the bay presents, and the numerous pleasant rides 
and walks in the immediate vicinity, extending 
through a tract of country abounding with pictu- 
resque scenery and romantic beauty, attract to this 
place, during the summer season, a large company 
of fashionable visiters, for whose amusement ade- 
quate provision has been made in the erection of 
public rooms, and hot and cold sea-water baths, fur- 
nished with every requisite appendage. 

The Cambrian Society^ for the encouragement of 
researches in geology, mineralogy, and natural his- 
tory, was established in 1821, under the patronage 
of the Duke of Beaufort, and the nobility and gen- 
try of the vicinity, and includes a number of emi- 
nent scientific honorary members. A geological 
arrangement of the several rocks, according to the 
Wernerian system, and a geological map of Eng- 
land and Wales by Greenhow, were purchased for 
the use of the society, and deposited in a room at 
the infirmary, where they have remained for some 
years in disuse, the non-residence of most of the 
members, and a want of energy in the others, having 
retarde^d the progress of the society, which, though 
professedly existing, seldom holds any regular meet- 
ings, or makes any advances in the prosecution of 
the original design. A society for the cultivation of 
pure JVebh literature^ and a critical study of the 
Welsh language, was instituted some few years ago ; 
but for want of sufficient support it has been suffered 
to decline, and is at present but little regarded. A 
branch of the Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire 
Horticultural Society, for the encouragement of im- 
provements in the growth of fruits, flowers, and 
vegetables, by a distribution of premiums among 
the most successful candidates, was formed some 
time since ; but the society held its last meeting a 
few years ago; no further proceedings have taken 
place, and it appears, like the others, to be falling 
into disuse A mechaniaf institute is also on the de- 
cline ; no meeting of its members having been held, 
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nor any affairs transacted, for some time. The Ai- 
sernbly-rooms, in Cambrian- place, comprise a suite of 
five spacious and handsomely arranged apartments, 
consisting of a ball-room elegantly fitted up, in which 
concerts are sometimes performed, and a card-room 
on the first floor, and having on the basement story, 
a reading-room, billiard-room, and club-room, which 
are well attended. The theatre, a neat and com- 
modious structure, is entitled to rank among those 
of the second class out of the metropolis; it is 
opened during the season by a portion of the Bath 
and Bristol company, and is occasionally visited by 
some of the principal London performers, who^ 
during the recess of the winter theatres, attend 
here in their provincial tours. Races take place on 
the Cremlyn Burrows, and are continued for two 
days at a time, regulated by the English races, with 
which they are in a great measure connected. The 
principal prizes are, a tradesman's plate, of which 
the value is uncertain, and a subscription purse; 
and the course, which is well adapted for two-mile 
heats, is upon these occasions numerously attended; 
but the races are so entirely dependent upon the 
influence aud liberality of the stewards, that they 
cannot be considered as fixed, either with respect to 
the period of being held, or to the stakes which may 
be run for. An annual regatta takes place, gene- 
rally in August, and lasts three days, during which, 
as also during the races, balls and concerts are held 
at the assembly-rooms, and ^dramatic performances 
are exhibited at the theatre. 

This town has risen, with a rapidity unparalleled 
in the history of the principality, from a oompaia- 
tively insignificant place to a degree of commercial 
and MANUFACTURING importance, which may well 
entitle it to be considered, not only as the chief town 
in the county of Glamorgan, but as the metropolis 
of South Wales. About a century ago it had only 
a manufacture of 'straw plait, which was carried on 
upon a very limited scale ; and its port, at that time 
a creek dependent on the port of Cardiff, was noted 
only for the exportation of coal, which was con- 
veyed from the pits in the neighbourhood to the 
shipping-place by means of pack-horses; and so 
deeply-rooted was the prejudice of the inhabitants, 
at tnis time, in favour oi this their accustomed mode 
of conveyance, that, on the introduction of wa^os 
by an ancestor of the present Sir John Morris, in 
the early part of the last century, they threatened 
to indict him for a nuisance, affirming that ^'tbe 
motion of his cumbrous machines disturbed the beef 
in their cellars." For its advancement and alm(»t 
unprecedented commercial prosperity, the place, ^^ 
not less indebted to the mineral treasures abounding 
in its neighbourhood, than to its highly advanta- 
geous mantime situation. The vast stores of coal, 
culm, iron-stone, limestone, rotten- stone, flags, ^^ 
clay, and other mineral productions throughout the 
district, combining with its local feu^ilities of inter' 
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course by sea, first attracted public attention, and 
led to the establishment of furnaces for the smelting 
of copper-ore, which were conducted with such com- 
plete success, that Swansea soon became the prin- 
cipal seat of the copper trade of Great Britain. 
Tne whole annual produce of the copper-mines of 
the United Kingdom is estimated at sixteen thou- 
sand tons of fine copper, of which the mines of 
Cornwall and Devonshire yield fourteen thousand, 
the remaining two thousand tons being obtained 
from the mines of Anglesey, Cumberland, and Ire- 
land ; and of this Anglesey furnishes by far the 
largest portion. The average richness of the ores 
is about 8^ per cent, and the number of tons of ore 
smelted annually, including the poor ores containing 
fluor spar, and smelted as a flux, is about two hun- 
dred thousand tons. Of the whole ore produced in 
Great Britain, nineteen-twentieths are smelted at 
Swansea, and at Llanelly, Neath, Aberavon, and 
Loughor, all within twelve miles of this town ; and 
the other twentieth part is smelted in Anglesey, 
where are furnaces for reducing the ores found m 
that island. With the exception of some recently 
erected near Liverpool, for smelting the ore from 
the Bolivar mines in Columbia, there are no other 
copper smelting-furnaces in the empire than those 
above enumerated ; and of these so much more ex- 
tensive are the works at this place than all the 
others taken collectively, that of toe whole quantity 
of ore produced in Great Britain, five-sevenths are 
smelted in Swansea alone. Althou&^h it has been 
supposed that the art of manu&ctunng copper was 
known in this country at a very early period, and 
some old excavations for copper-ore in Anglesey 
have been attributed to the Komans, yet the prac- 
tice was entirely neglected, and the art altogether 
lost, till within the last one hundred and seventy 
years, when it was restored by Sir Clement Clarke, 
who, in 1670, first erected works for the smelting of 
copper-ore, in Cornwall ; but, from the scarcity of 
fuel, they were soon after removed to the Hot Wells, 
near Bristol. Other furnaces and smelting-works 
were soon after built at CrewVhole, near Bristol, 
and subsequently at Redbrook, on the river Wye, 
near Monmouth. At this time the Cornish miners 
were unacquainted with the true nature of the cop- 
per-ore, which they called " Poder,** and when they 
met with it, in working for tin, it was thrown away 
as useless. To Mr. Coster, the agent and successor 
of Sir Clement Clarke, is ascribed the discovery of 
the value of the " Poder," or copper-ore, the pro- 
mulgation of which has tended so greatly to increase 
the prosperity of the county of Cornwall, and of the 
copper-smelting districts of South Wales* 

From such inconsiderable beginnings has the 
copper trade of the kingdom advanced to its present 
extent and importance; the annual produce of this 
trade, estimated at the present low price of copper, 
amounting to between a million and a quarter and a 
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million and a half sterling, of which about £800,000 
are received annually for what is exported to foreign 
countries, as Great Britain supplies at least one-half 
of the copper used in the known world. The first 
WORKS for smelting copper-ore, established in South 
Wales, were erected in 1700, by Mr. Turner, near 
Neath Abbey ; the next were built at Melingrydd- 
an, near Neath, by Sir Henry Mack worth and Co.; 
and the first which were erected in the immediate 
neighbourhood of this town were built on the site 
of the present Cambrian pottery, by Mr. Phillips, 
in 1719. To these succeeded toe Landore works, 
on the site of the present Landore foundry, and 
afterwards were successively erected, the Forest, 
White Rock, Middle Bank, Upper Bank, Ynis, 
Rose, and Havod works. Villages have arisen in 
the vicinity of all these establishments, and the town 
of Swansea has, within the last forty years, increased 
in population from 6099 to 17,131. At this place 
there are at present, in full operation, the following 
extensive smelting-works : mz., the Forest, Ynis, Rose, 
Landore, Upper Bank, Havod, Middle Bank, and 
White Rock works; and there are also four very 
large rolling establishments on the Swansea river, for 
the manufacture of sheet copper. A considerable 
number of vessels are constantly employed in con- 
veying the ores from the mines in England and 
Ireland to the several smelting places in South Wales; 
and in transporting the copper, when smelted, to the 
different markets ; and it is calculated that the average 
expense of conducting the entire copper trade, in 
South Wales, is at least £300,000 per annum, ex- 
clusively of purchasing the ores. The number of 
persons occupied in aU the copper-mines of Great 
Britain is about ninety thousand. The ore raised in 
the greatest quantity is the pyrites of copper, or 
yellow copper-ore, which, upon analysis, is found to 
contain a tnird part of copper, a third of iron, and a 
third of sulphur. In separating the copper from this 
proportion of sulphur, which is effectea by sublima- 
tion, sulphureous and other gases are evolved, and 
very large sums of money have been expended in 
repeated attempts to obviate this result, but only with 
a trifling degree of success, and experiments are still 
being made in the hope of ultimately accomplishing 
so desirable an object. Though the smoke emitted 
from tlie copper-works is injurious to vegetation, it 
has not been found prejudicial to health; out, on the 
contrary, it appears that agues and fevers, which were 
formerly endemic in the low and swampy grounds in 
the neighbourhoods where these works have been 
erected, have, since their establishment, materially 
decreased ; and no situations have been found more 
generally favourable to health and longevity. 

The bituminous and stone-coal of the district are 
peculiarly adapted to the purpose of smelting copper, 
and carrying on the numerous other works here. In 
addition to the copper-works there are, the iron" 
tvorhs belonging to tne Milbrook and Landore Iron 
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Companies, two very extensive potteries^ and other 
establishments, in which collectively not less than 
three thousand men are regularly occupied, exclu- 
sively of those engaged in the mines and in the ship- 
ping. The adjacent district abounds with coUierieMy 
employing a very considerable number of men, thdugh 
the continual fluctuation to which they are liable 
renders even a remote estimate of the exact number 
impracticable. The produce of these collieries gives 
rise to a trade of such extent as to afford business in 
the harbour for nine shippers of stone-coal, seven of 
binding coal, and four of culm. Ship^uildina siud the 
repairing of vessels are also carried on to a large ex- 
tent; and commodious and spacious yards have been 
formed for these purposes, in which many persons 
are constantly employed. There are also rope-yards, 
tanneries, breweries, lime- works, and numerous other 
establishments connected with the manufactures and 
general commerce of the town. 

From these various sources arises the trade of the 
PORT, which is consequently very extensive, and has 
been for several years rapidly increasing ; the number 
of vessels of above 50 tons, now registered at Swansea, 
being 86, and their aggregate burthen amounting to 
10,116 tons. The principal exports are coppeT^ iron, 
coal, culm, lime, and earthenware, which are shipped 
hence to various parts of the kingdom, but the copper 
chiefly to London ; and the chief imports are, copper- 
ore from Cornwall, Devonshire, Cumberland, and 
Ireland ; timber, from America and the Baltic; hemp, 
tallow, flour, and miscellaneous goods from London, 
Liverpool, and Bristol; and also flour, grain, and 
provisions from the south of Ireland. The situation 
of the port is in every respect admirably adapted for 
carrying on a very extensive commerce, and con- 
siderable sums have been expended in its improve- 
ment The first attempt of this kind was made under 
the authority of an act of parliament obtained in the 
year 1791, for ^^enlargin? and preserving the harbour 
of Swansea^** the original powers of which were ex- 
tended by two additional statutes subsequently passed. 
Under the provisions of these acts two massive stone 
piers were constructed at the mouth of the river ; one 
on the western side, extending three hundred yards 
in length, and the other on the eastern, extending 
six hundred yards, leaving an entrance between them 
eighty yards in width. At the head of the western 
pier is a lighthouse, which by night displays a light, 
and by day a black ball, as Jong as there is a depth 
of eight feet of water above the oar. At high water 
the harbour forms a noble and spacious basin, capable 
of containing a great number of vessels of large 
burthen ; but at low water, and for two hours before 
and after, it is nearly dry, the river during this time 
being fordable. Among other numerous and im- 
portant improvements wnich have been undertaken 
to promote the commercial prosperity of the town, 
much has been done within the last century towards 
enlarging and deepening the harbour; and in 1836 
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an act, amending several previous acts £ot its inh 
provement, was obtained. The custom-house and 
the commercial rooms, though spacious, and in- 
ternally well adapted to the purposes to which they 
are respectively applied, are not distinguished by 
their architecture trom private bouses. 

On the north-east of the harbour is JPort Temuat, 
so named from the gentleman by whom it was origin- 
ally projected, and at whose expense it was con- 
structed, in the year 1826: it contains two spaciom 
docks, in which the water is of sufficient depth for 
vessels of two hundred tons' burthen, opening on one 
side into the basin, and communicating on uie other 
with the Swansea and Neath Junction canal, whidi 
is also the property of H. T* Tennant, Esq., of Cadox- 
ton Lodge. The river Tawy is navigable, for vesseb 
of three nundred tons' burthen, for two miles firom iti 
mouth, and one mile further for small sloops and 
barges ; and on the western bank of the river are com- 
modious quays, wharfe, warehouses, stores for tim- 
ber, a dry dock, and every accommodation requisite 
for the prompt despatch of business. Great faeiiity 
of communication between the various works and the 
harbour is afforded by means of canals and tram- 
roads, by which the produce is conveyed to the port, 
in order to be shipped to its destination. The jSusomm 
canaly constructeo under the provisions of an act of 
parliament passed in the year 1794, and completed 
m 1798, commences near the mouth of the Tawy, 
and extends up the valley of that river for seveoteeo 
miles, passing by Landore and the copper-works at 
Morriston, crossing the stream Twrch by an aqueduct 
of four arches, and terminating at Hen Noyadd, in 
the parish of Ystradgunlais, in the county of Breds- 
nock. In the line of its course from Swansea te 
Pont-ar-Dawy, a distance of eight miles and a quarter> 
there is a rise of a hundred and five feet ; and from 
that place to Pont Gwaynclawdd, a length of eight 
miles, a rise of two hundred and thirty-*seven feet; 
making, together with thirty-one £Ret in the remam- 
ing distance, a total rise in its whole extent of three 
hundred and seventy-three feet T^he Swansea and 
Necith Junction cana% constructed in 1789, by H. T. 
Tennant, Esq., originally formed a direct communis 
cation between Swansea and Briton^ F^ry, &lliag 
into the Neath river at a short distance above diat 
village ; it was subsequently, however, diverted op 
Cwm Neath by an abrupt turn to the north-easl^ and 
now joins the Neath canal at a place called Abeidyiais^ 
about two miles above l^eath, after ^^roosing the river 
by a magnificent stone aqueduct of diirteen arches; 
the only one onja line nine miles in length; this 
alteration was completed, and the n«w line opcftied, 
in 1824. Numerous rail-roads from the collieriMfn 
the neighbourhood of the canals and the river com- 
plete the chain of inland copimunication, and aff^fo 
a facility of conveying the produce of the vari|>o0 
works in this extensive mineral and manufactoring 
district to the ports of Swansea and Neath; aUW- 
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road has also been constructed from the lower ex- 
tremity of the Swansea canal to the limestone 
2uarries at Oystermouth, a distance of more than 
ye miles. 

The MARKETS are held on Wednesday and. Satur- 
day; the latter for corn, but ^Iso abundantly sup- 
plied with provisions of every kind : and fish is ex- 
posed for s&le daily, though not considered to be of 
so fl^ood a quality here as on other parts of the coast ; 
a circumstance which is attributed to the prevalence 
of sand in the neighbourhood of the shore. Fairs, 
occur on May 2na, July 2nd, August Idth, and 
October 30th. The new market-place^ opened to the 
public in 1830, occupies a plot of ground given for 
that purpose by Calvert Jones, Esq., and comprises 
a quadrilateral area, three hundred and twenty feet 
in length, and two hundred and twenty wide, in- 
closed by a lofty stone wall with spacious and con- 
venient entrances; along the walls are ranged the 
shambles for butchers' meat, consisting of eighty-nine 
stalls. The central portion of the area is divided 
into compartments furnished with long tables, each 
sheltered by a penthouse roof, supported by cast-iron 
pillars ; and in these compartments are exposed for 
sale fish, poultry, eggs, butter, fruit, vegetables,, 
flannel, boots and shoes, and almost every, other 
article of provisions, pedlery,. and merchandise ; the 
area is flagged, and in the, centre has been erected a 
market-house containing a committee-reom und other 
requisite apartments, which is surmounted by a hand- 
some turret The whole expense of erecting this 
building, which is of such essential importance to so 
populous a town, was defrayed by the corporation, 
and was supposed, at a moderate estimate, to amount 
at least to the sum of £20,000. 

Swansea is a borough by prescription, and the 
various privileges which it had acquired at different 
times have been confirmed and extended by succes- 
sive sovereigns. There are in the possession of the 
corporation charters granted by Henry III. in the 
idth year of his reign ; by Edward IL in the 6th of 
his reign; by Edward III. in his 6th year; by 
Oliver Cromwell, dated February 20, 1655 ; and by 
James II. in his first year ; together with a trans- 
lation of a charter, bestowed in 1305, .by William -de 
Breos, lord of the seigniory of Gower, upon the 
burgesses of Swansea; and a. translation of .another 
obtained from Edward III. ii^ the 2nd year of his 
reign, by Aliva, wife of John de Mowbray, of the 
land of Gower. The charter of Edward to Aliva, is 
a confirmation of a grant by William de Breos to 
John and Aliva de Mowbray, and recites and noun 
firms gifts by various kings of England to de Breos, 
or his ancestors, of tlie land- of Gower, with the royal 
liberties, free customs^ and jurisdiction. attached to 
it: &e charter of de Breos confers numerous im- 
munities upon the burgesses of Swansea, including 
estovers tt>f wood for nring, and for building* ships 
and houses ; permission to hold the meadow ofCross- 
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wood and part of that of Portmead ; power to elect 
a portreeve; and exemption from the assize of ale. 
Henrys charter merely confers upon the town free- 
dom from toll, pontage, and other customs ; and this 
grant was radfied by Edward IL and ///., who only 
confirmed previous liberties, without altering the 
constitution, or conferring on the borough increased 
fecilities for improving its trade. The charter of 
Cromwellj however, aft^r reciting that the town was 
an ancient port, and time out ofmind corporate, and 
that it had enjoyed important privileges by the gifts 
of kings and lords marchers, grants that the people 
of the place, previously known by the style of the 
^^ Po];treeve, Aldermen, and Burgesses,'' should 
henceforth be a body politic under the '^ name of the 
^^ Mayor, Aldermen,- and Burgesses ;*' declares that 
they should possess the town m fee farm, rendering 
a yearly r^nt of, twenty shillings, and that they 
should have a free guild of merman ts, and be go- 
verned by a mayor, high steward, recorder, twelve 
aldermen, and twelve capital burgesses ; appoints a 
court of record ; institutes four fairs and two weekly 
markets; and finally directs that the customs payable 
for any goods brought into the port, should be ap- 
propriated for the benefit of the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgesses. The next oharter respecting which 
anything certain is now known, is that of Jamesy 
alluded to above, which, having proclaimed that the 
borough had, by deed unden the seal of the com- 
monalty, surrender^ all their diflferent charters, 
proceeds to reconstitute the corporation, reserving 
to the crown the power of displacingy by order in 
eouncil, any mayor, aldermany capital burgess, or 
chamberlain; restores the liberties and immunities 
which had been given up ; and grants to the town 
the right of purchasing lands not exceeding the 
yearly value of £100. rrom this time till the year 
1835, when the Municipal Corporations' Act was 
passed, no alterations were made in the government, 
which was, up to that period, vested in a steward, 
portreeve, twelve aldermen, a recorder, two common 
attornies, a layer keeper, two sergeants-at-mace, and 
an indefinite number of burgesses; under the simple 
style of " The Burgesses of the borough of Swan- 
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By the act of 1835, however, the corporation is 
now named the ^^ Mayor, Aldermen^ and Burgesses," 
and consists of a mayor, six aldermen, and eighteen 
councillors, together forming the council of the 
borough, which is divided into three wards, and of 
which the municipal and^ parliamentary boundaries 
are the same* The council elect the mayor annually 
on • November 9tlH out of the aldermen or council- 
lors ; and the aldermen triennially out of the coun- 
cillors, of persons qualified as such, one-half going 
out of office every three years, but re-eligible : the 
councillors are chosen on JNovember 1st, by and out 
of the enrolled burgesses, one-third retiring annu- 
ally. The aldermen and councillors must have each 
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a property qualification of dE500, or be rated of £15 
annual value. Occupiers of houses and shops, rated 
for three years to the relief of the poor, are entitled 
to be burgesses, if resident within seven miles ; and 
a valid title to be a burgess is acquirable by descent, 
marriage, marriage-setUeraent, devise, or promotion 
to any benefice or office, in which case occupancy 
and payment of rates by the predecessor may be 
reckoned. The recorder is appointed by the crown ; 
two assessors for each ward, and two auditors, are 
elected annually on March Ist, by and from among 
the burgesses ; and the council appoint a town-clerk, 
treasurer, and other officers on November 9th : the 
number of borough justices is seven. The corpora- 
tion possess a considerable estate in land ; and also 
claim all the waste within the limits of the borough, 
and a right to certain customary tolls and dues, 
sanctioned by immemorial usage, producing in ge- 
neral from £700 to £800 per annum, which sum is 
enjoyed by the mayor for the time being, to defray 
the contingent expenses of his office. 

The borough, together with Aberavon, Cowbridge, 
Kenvig, Llantrissent, Loughor, and Neath, was 
made contributory to Cardiff, as the county town, in 
returning a member to parliament^ by the 27th of 
Henry VIIL, and the right of voting vested in the 
burgesses generally. During the interregnum it 
sent a representative independently of the other 
places ; as it appears that, in 1658-9, William Fox, 
one of Cromwell's judges of assize on the Brecknock 
circuit, was chosen for Swansea exclusively. After 
the Restoration, however, it resumed its former 
character as contributory, and has continued to par- 
ticipate with the other boroughs in the return of a 
member to the present time ; the right of election 
having, till 1832, been in the burgesses generally, 
in number about one hundred and ten. By the act 
of that year, " to Amend the Representation," Swan- 
sea was made the head of a new district of boroughs, 
including those of Swansea, Aberavon, Kenvig, 
Loughor, and Neath: and the right of exercising 
the franchise was vested in the resident burgesses 
only, in number about sixty, if duly registered ac- 
cording to the provisions of the act, and in every 
person of full age occupying, either as owner or as 
tenant under the same landlord, a house or other 
premises of the annual value of at least ten pounds, 
provided be be capable of registering as the act 
demands. The present number of tenements of this 
value, within the extended electoral borough, is 
about one thousand. The new limits, whicn are 
minutely detailed in the Appendix, include, on ac- 
count of the increased populousness of the vicinity, 
in addition to the ancient town and franchise of 
Swansea, the parish of St. John, the township of Sc 
Thomas, part of the parish of Lower Llansamlet, 
and the modem town of Morriston, in the parish of 
Llangyvelach. 

The freedom is inherited by all the sons of a free- 
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man, born after his admission ; obtained by marriage 
with a freeman's daughter, and acquired by a servi- 
tude of seven year^ apprenticeship to a resident 
freeman. The corporation hold a court of pleas by 
prescription, recognized by statute of the 34th and 
35th of Henry VIIL, every month, for the recovery 
of debts above the amount of forty shillings, in whidi 
the mayor presides, either in person or by deputy, 
together witii the recorder, or the steward of the lord 
of the manor : this court has power to issue process 
to hold to bail in actions for oebt, the amount to be 
not less than twenty pounds, as altered by statute of 
the 7th and 8th of George IV., and its jurisdiction 
extends over the town and franchise. The steward 
of the manor holds a court baron every three weeks^ 
for the recovery of debts under forty shillings, the 
jurisdiction of which extends over the seigniory of 
Gower and the manor of Kilvey; and the county 
magistrates hold a petty-seuion for the hundred of 
Swansea, every Tuesday, in the town-ball, where 
also are held the Michaelmas quarter-sessions for 
the county. Swansea is likewise one of the places 
at which, under the Reform Act, the poll is taken 
at the county elections. The town-Iially erected in 
1827, at the expense of the burgesses, is a neat sub- 
stantial building, with a front of freestone, orna- 
mented with a receding portico of the Doric order, 
and contains a well-arranged suite of rooms for the 
holding of the several courts, and for the transaction 
of the public business of the corporation. The home 
of correction for the western part of the county, also 
erected in the year 1827, at an expense of £3750, 
defrayed by the county, and situated in a healthy 
spot on the shore, within a quarter of a mile of the 
town, is a substantial stone building, well adapted 
for the reception of fifty prisoners, for the proper 
classification of whom every facility has been pro- 
vided; it comprises thirty-six sleeping-cells, four 
day-rooms, and six airing-yards, in one of which is 
a tread- wheel. 

The LIVING is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 14. 4^., and endowed with £200 
private benefaction, £200 royal bounty, and £800 
parliamentary grant; present net income, £291; 

?atron and impropriator. Sir John Morris, Bart 
^he tithes, recently commuted for^ a rent-chanp 
of £424, formerly belonged to the hospital of Si> 
David's, in this town, but in the reign of Edward 
VI. they were, together with the other possessions 
of that establishment, after its dissolution, granted to 
Sir George Herbert, and are now divided between 
the impropriator and the vicar, of whom the former 
has two-thirds, and the latter one-third. The churchy 
dedicated to St Mary, from which circumstance the 
parish derives its Welsh name of "Eglwys Vair 
Aber-Tawy," having become greatly dilapidated, fell 
down in the year 1 739, and was then almost entirely 
rebuilt The present, a plain neat structure, in the 
later style of English architecture, is well arranged 
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and appropriately embellished : in the chancel, which 
18 the only remaining portion of the old edifice, is 
an east window in the decorated style ; and the altar 
is ornamented with a vidoable Madonna, presented 
by the late Thomas Bowdler, Esq., editor of the 
Family Shakspeare, and according to a tablet re* 
cording the gift, supposed by the donor to have 
been an original painting by Sassaferat, the compa- 
nion picture of wnich was sold for £750 ; some con- 
noisseurs, however, ascribe it to Ludovico Caracci. 
The interior is well adapted to the reception of a 
numerous congregation ; but since the amazing in- 
crease in the population, which has been progressive 
for some years, it is quite inadequate to the accom- 
modation of the parishioners. The parochial church 
of SL John juxta Swansea is also situated within the 
town, and, from the service beine performed in it in 
the Welsh, as well as the English, language, is of 
considerable benefit to the inhabitants of this part of 
the town, who are mostly of the poorer class, and 
speak only Welsh, and also in a great defiree com- 
pensates tor the deficiency of sittings in uie church 
of St. Mary. There are two places of worship each 
for English and Welsh Baptists; two for English, 
and one for Welsh Independents; two each for 
the Society of Friends and the Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodists; and one each for members of Lady 
Huntingdon's Connexion, Unitarians, and Unitarian 
Baptists; a Roman Catholic chapel; and a Jews' 
synagogue. 

A iretf grammar school was founded in 1682, by 
the Right Rev. Hugh Gore, D. D., Bishop of 
Waterford and Lismore, who assigned to it lands in 
the parish of Llandyvodog, in this county, now pro- 
ducing about £70 per annum, which endowment has 
been augmented with £20 a year by the corporation. 
The bishop appointed Bussy Mansel, of Briton- 
Ferry, Esq., mistee and patron of the school, with 
Jower to choose and remove the master, which power 
e made perpetual in the proprietors of that estate, 
and during their minority, m the Bishop of St. 
David's; the master becomes ineligible as soon as 
he obtains a benefice. The school is open for the 
gratuitous instruction of twenty boys, sons of the 
most indigent burgesses, and, in the event of a dis- 
solution of the corporation, to sons of the poorest 
inhabitants of the town. The property at Llan- 
dyvodog consists of a wild and mountainous tract, 
little adapted for agriculture, but will be of immense 
value when means are afforded for working and con- 
veying the coal with which it and the vicinity abound. 
A school for the instruction of girls of all religious 
denominations, on the plan of the British and Foreign 
schools in London, was established in 1822, by sub- 
scription amone the Society of Friends^ the funds and 
the superintendence being vested in trustees, mem- 
bers of that sect; and a commodious room has been 
built, capable of receiving from two hundred to three 
hundred children: there are at present a hundred 
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and fifty girls in the school, who are taught reading, 
writing, arithmetic, plain needlework, and knitting, 
by a mistress who receives a salary of £40 per 
annum, raised by annual donations, and by weekly 
payments of a penny from each of the scholars. 
There are also two other day schools^ supported in 
the same manner, and containing 380 children ; and 
about 600 are educated in 29 day schools, wholly at 
the expense of their parents. Eleven Sunday schoob 
also are gratuitously conducted ; one consists of about 
160 females, who attend the Established Church ; and 
in the other ten, appertaining to dissenters, are about 
1340 persons. An infant^ school was established in 
1831, and, under the patronage of the Duchess of 
Beaufort, is managed by a committee of ladies of the 
town and neighbourhood, and held in a room which 
was built by subscription, aided by the proceeds of 
a bazaar, at a cost of about £440, the site being 
granted by the Duke of Beaufort on a lease for sixty 
years at a nominal rent. The school contains about 
215 children, and is partly maintained by donations, 
averaging about £60 per annum, and partly by pay- 
ments 01 2d. per week for one child, and Id. per 
week for every additional child of the same femily ; 
this payment, however, is not received from twenty 
poor children, who are instructed gratuitously : the 
salary' of the master and mistress is £60, exclusively 
of coal and a cottage rent-free. In addition to the 
above-mentioned schools, which apply only to the 
town and franchise of Swansea, there are in other 
parts of the parish three day schools, in which about 
50 children are taught at the expense of their pa- 
rents; and three Sunday schools, supported by volun- 
tary contributions, in one of which are 45 males and 
females, who attend the Established Church ; and in 
the other two, connected with Independents, are 
130 persons. 

An Infirmary for the relief of the sick and lame 
poor from every part of the kingdom, whose cases 
require the aid of warm or cold sea-bathing, was in- 
stituted in 1817, and is principally maintained by 
subscriptions, amounting at present only to £500 
per annum, a sum very inadequate to the accom- 
plishment of the object in view, upon a scale com- 
mensurate with its importance, as the only establish- 
ment of the kind in the principality. The affairs 
are under the management of a committee, and the 
medical department comprises the gratuitous attend- 
ance of two physicians and two surgeons, exclusively 
of a resident surgeon, who receives a regular stipencL 
The funds have not y^t been sufficient to warrant 
the erection of a separate building for its use, and 
the business of the infirmary is at present therefore 
conducted in a part of the house of industry. There 
are also other benevolent institutions in the town, 
among which are the Infants' Friend Society, found- 
ed some years since for the relief of distressed women 
during tneir confinement, and for supplying infant 
apparel; and the Dorcas Society, for clothing the 
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destitute poor. Amon^ the religious associations 
are, the Bible and Religious Tract Societies, the 
Seam&n^s Bethel Union, and th^ Association in aia 
of the Irish Sunday schoob. Giibriel Powell, lA 
1735, bequeathed a i'ent-charge of £5, t6 be dis^ 
tributed among twiintv-five podr persons; Captdih 
John Price left £200 ror apprenticing children ; and 
Rebecca Miller left a rent-charge of £1. 4. ; but 
thi^se and A few other smdil charitable donations hare 
been lost, And the only charity tiow in operation is 
a distributioh of i<rheiiten bread atnon^ the poorest 
inhabitants, in St. Maiy's Church on ^actatneht 
Sundays, arising frbm a bequest of £10 pei* kiinuM 
by William Thomas, in 1787. The poor law nhion^ 
of which this town is the he^ld, was formed October 
2drd, 1836, and cbmprises the following 2t parishes 
and townships; namelr, Town and Thinchise of 
Swansea, Highei- and Lott^er Swansea, St John% 
St Thomas* ; Hikher And Lower Clas, Higher ind 
Lower Mawr, Higher And LoWer PenderWi, aiid 
Higher and Lower Rhwngdwy-Clydach, in the 
parish of Llangyvelach ; Penrice, Oxwich, Porl- 
Eynon, RhoslUy, Knelsion, Llanddewi, R^nold- 
ston, Llangennith, Llamnadodc, Cheritoir, Bishop- 
ston, Pennarth, Ilston, Penmaen, Oystermoutn, 
Llanrhidian Higher and Lower, Nicholaston, and 
Llandeib. It is under the superintendence of forty 
guardians, and (Contains A population of 3^641. 

The REMAINS of the ancient castle^ situated 6ti an 
eminence, now nearly in the centre of the town, ari^ 
So surrounded with buildings, thAt little more of them 
can be seen, to any advantage, than a lofty circular 
tower, from the summit of which a beautiful View 
is obtained over the bay of Swansea and the adjac^ent 
country : to the east of this tower are extensive re- 
mains of the ancient state apartments, distinguished 
by the elegant open parapet said to be th)^ worfc of 
liishop Gower : the rooms which dre still habitable 
are appropriated to the confinement of debtors. Near 
the castle were, until lately, the ruins of the man^ioh 
of the lords of Gower, fbrmerly bccnpyirig t spacious 
quadrangular area, tlirodgh wnich a street has been 
carried, Teavirfg but few remains by which any thing 
inore than the extent of th^ bttildihgs can be tWicerll; 
and even these have been recently rembved, and th(^ 
whole site appropriated to dwelHng-hous^s. Oh ex- 
cavating the ground under one or the walls of the 
old building on 9th May, 1840, a j^ or bottle wa£s 
found, dont^ining silver coins of the time of Jdhn, 
Henry, HLj and Edward t. and U.; perhapis in- 
tended as h deposit under the foundation st^e. 
Here, also, was once an ancient Jiaspilalj defdicatfed 
to St. David, and endowed for twelve poor people, 
the original fonndatibn of whidh is by some wHters 
Uttributed to Bishop Gower, and by others t6 Elinor 
de Breos, in the reign of Edward IL; it was en-* 
dowed with the tithes of the parish, Mth the bfd^p 
of Brinavel, and With lands and tenements in Hie 
hamlet of Sketty, in the parfsth 6( Swansea, nnd ^so 
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in tlie environs o^ the town, mid at the distoltitioil h§A 
a revenue estimated at £20* There are nomerbii^ 
gentl^^rheh'^ seats and degttnt Vill^ in tde indine' 
diate ticinity of the Ui^n. 9inffktoH^ sltiilitecl nf tlni 
distanee of tiro miles, on the road Ui the Mntobte^ H 
an elegant arid spacious ftitosiori^ in the latet style 
of English architedtiii-e, et'ect^d ^t different p^riodd 
by the present proprletcir, kiiA btie of thc^ ifioM Mo^ 
plete and best built h(jnses in tli^ t6ttnffi TKil 
founds, which ki^ very ^ittendve^ Af^ laid 6m #}t& 
g;reat tllste^ and embellish^ with smn^ dotli^e^ ifkSr 
Swiss and ItHliari designs ; the vitri^ty hnd b^Mf 
Of the scenery within Ui6 liitiits of th^ dehiesne k^ 
judiciously displayed iti th^ consti'uction of thd Walk^ 
through the pleasure grounds; and the dlsttof vj^w^ 
obtained frOm sevehil points are strikingly pictut<J 
esqa^. SMtt/ Park te a handsome and substantial 
inansion, ih finely taried ^Otinds of cohsidehible 
extent; Skeity Had, And FernHddi Are el^glarif rtsid-« 
ences, pleasingly situated amidst flourishing )>lantaK 
tion^; And limong others whidh eonsdtnte a ridi 
tissettiblage in the iricinity, too nrnn^Oiili fot il de-^ 
tailed descrif)tion, Are Park W^i^tt. Br^n-y-Moi', St 
Helen'^ Uphlnd VillA, Pattt-y-G#ydii*j ahd HHt 
House ; all on the tOad betifecfn SWaiis^ Mi Ot^ 
beautifol village of Oyste^thoutb, in ^bich is Ae s^t 
Woodlands Castle. 

Near the town is a dhalybe^ ^pi^gT' ^^'^ Swdft' 
sea Spoj which was formerfy I'esorted ta fist the 
highly medicinal properties of the watery thongh At 

f)resent it is not much frequented^ hating tdtdost 
alien into di^se. In the Caswell i^ddks npon th^ 
^Oast, ahd within six miles of th^ towh^ is A remarkr- 
ably fine spring, which, though always oVi^rdoWOd by 
the sea at nigh water, retains notj On its i^jriilgv thc^ 
slightest saline admixtut'e. tn the parish Of S^ahsed, 
and the Idrd^hip Of GoW^r. Within Whi^h it is ii^- 
duded, niany l^min^nt Ani fai^ty di^tinght^ed ih^ 
dlviduab have been borft. Heit^ Gfott^ D. D.^ 
Bishop of St. David's, del^bVated riOt Icfss ftr <bO el^ 
gance of his ttot^, thah fOi^ his inunifle^nt pattOnfl^O 
of thO fine &rts, was a native Of emu of thetn, as i&6 
Was ptobably Johh GtAoet^ the j)00t, who flourished 
towards the cioto of the fouttei^nth Oenhirjr. Both 
Were descendants Of Gnifydd de (jroWer, A Webh 
chieftain of On6 Of tfie ancieht f6^\ hoOse^ AM 
founder of a fhmily in Gower, noted alike fbr 0^ 
Ienc« and powet, rn the beginning of the iMtieenth 
oentury. Henty de SAmteseyj libbot Of Gla^nbury, 
Trtio^e epftflph Oh the tOhib of thO r^VfOwned Arthii^ at 
Glastonbufy, is noticed by Letand, Wa^ A ^advd of th6 
town. Itichc^d l^ashy moiie generally khowfi by the 
appeltation of Beau Kij^, i^A^ hotfi At A hM»e hi 
Goat-street, in tho year 1678. His tfiOttiOr #as nie<J6 
of the nnfertirtiate Colonel Pbyer,#ho> after the tASng 
Of P^mbmke Cattle by th« parliaMOhV^A^tos, dnrfi^ 
the civil w)^ In the ^gn of Oh^rlei I., was shot & 
Covent Gordon, in London. Mr. Nash acquired Kk 
cetebrfty at Bhthj wl^eri* fot iWtoiy pfat^ h^ fllted fttft 
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iiffiM4)f JM9tor of tbf «ereoMMij^ with 90 much dig- 
«if ed urhfiDity) wA scrupulous wpArtjality, that & 
gaiMd the es^e«« ftnd req>«ot of m ra^kf ; h^ 4ie4 
H Bfi^i HI 1740, •ad w«^ bow>lur(»4 with « publU 
f i mwfd in th^ «ihhey oburoh of that city. JS^fib 
Gof^f Z>. At fouodier <^ the gmmi^^ school, iind 
once reeior of the pMif^h of Oxwi^» in the Jordahip 
of Gewer, beipf ^ect^ from hk living during ^e 
uaurpfttioii of CroniwcJlf retired to Swansea* where 
he Cor aeiBe tine kept n seheo). Af^r the ltes(toi«i* 
^0 he was advaneed ,M> the Me of V^^terford and 

Lismore, which he held till the reign of Japies II*f 
jvhen he ^eaigaed his hishop? ipy wm settle^ 9i jhis 
town, where he died, «ad was buried* 

SWYDD, with Xjua%^ a hamlet, in the parish 
of LouANPBaLEY, huAodred of K^w^vu^w^^ fiWXkty 
of RAPBioa, South Wa^^bSi 1 mile (i:..n^ c.) from 
Pen-^y-bent ; eontoirftiog 22( inhahUaDts. Ijt iSprais 
lhe:n0rtheni pottien.of the perish, which boiEdeiis en 
the ancient west of jEiadn^r, and lies beta^een the 
left (bank of the Cymaroa bnoA ,end >the Jpf)y end 
navAteinons jange of that dietrietr 



TA^CiHLLE^rAN (TACH^LEIAN), with 
JB^ftiWnLLAs, a hamlet, .in .tb»t pert ot the :parish.of 
IiLANDii»o«VAVAtwhieh is in we .loiver .division of 
the hundced of Cayo, county of CAfUtfAftvoEir, 
South Walbs, 2^ aMle8.(N«) from Llandilo- Vawr ; 
oenlaining 1U7 inhabitantB. The name impUes ^a 
l^Mreading to tbe .westurard,*' beio^.descrjptive of the 
aituation.of tibis hanUtin the pansh. 

TAF, with Gykom, a hamlet, in the parish of 
MEM|iYa^TYoviL,lii«dredj»f .C^SRiPliiia-Y, eounty 
ofGLAMoaoAtr, Souvh WaiiBs, 6 aiiles {a.) from 
Mertkyr*Tydiril : the.pepaladoa is included in the 
vetavn for the entire pwrish. in this bemlet the 
jQkmorganshife eanal proceeds aiong the ^Vale of the 
.TM, < to ^ferthyr ; and ' bom this, : immediacy beloir 
it, boancbes the AJMrdare oanal, through (he vaUey 
of ibeCynon,. to Abeodiare. To connect these Uoes 
-0f narignfcien with the main trunk from Cardiff 
.there is aineAywdiift over the rivor T^^near the 
iM>ot inhere itiis orosaed by « Widge en .the roadjto 
iboaepkKies. TThe baeka of the Xaf ^e here finely 
.wodM, pmsaotiag some beanlafal vieivis and .aev»- 
•ral agreeable feaideaaes, especially in. the Vale of the 
Cynon. A portion of the baailet^ts inefa«ded wi4ibin 
ilie Itmiti of the new borough of Merthyr. 

TALACHDD& <TAC-ACHDO€[), .a parish, 
in the.luNidffed of PsifCELLT, uaion A«d cowstj of 
-BftscKiNooK, SoiiTU Wai£s, 3^. 0iiles (n. «•) from 
iBreeknodc, on She nead to Hay; eontaifliag 196 
-f ababitmitB. This parish, which eomprises obout one 
ithsasf d'^ye ihttadnedLaod ^ly aares of JUnd^ derives 
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its m^mp from its situfition M the hefd of a smidl 
rivulet called the Achddu, from the black colour of 
its water ; and is separated from the adjacent parish 
of Llandevalley by the river DmU^Si which, at ^e 
litde viilMc qi Velin^Vach, i» crossed by a neat 
bridge. The soil is various, end in some parts ex- 
tremely fertile, and the surrounding scenery is pleasr 
ingly diversified; the rateeble fmnual value is re* 
turned at £944* Copper-s>re has been found in the 
pai^i^hj wd» a £e)¥ years sinccj a mine was opened oi^ 
^ i^m belonfi:ing to Samuel Church, Esq. : the vein 
extends to ^e depth of sixt^ yfurdi, end the ore, 
which is supposed to be very ncji, in parts lies withia 
^ foot of the surface, but no progress hes yet been 
ffi^de in working .the mine. In descending the hiU 
fcoMi 3ireokno^ to this place, the villi^^e end churd^ 
heve a beautifuUv picturesque ^ippearance, being 
please^tly situated on rising groendj and form a^ 
interesting feature in the superb view which is <d)r 
Uufifid from the hill: in front is e large commoiu 
overlooking a fertile and rich trecjt of country, bounds 
j[>y swelUl^ hills, which imtc eultivfited to the very 

smnmiit; beneetb is a pleasingly wooded dingb, 
Ibrough whieh the river Joules :tekes its course ; on 

4he lal the fine fepge of the 31aek Mounteins i^ 
seen e^^epding for several miles* and on the right is 
the more mf^nifipent ebain of the JSreeknoekshire 
3eapons. >rhe Uving is a discharged rectory, rated 
in ^he kiiw's books at £4. 1$L X^ and in the patron- 
^e of Mrs. Anna Griffith; present net income^ 
£143: attecbed is a good personM^e^house, with e 
gi^rden of ehout half an acre, and wty<^even acres 
of glebe tend; The church, dedieated to St Mary^ 
is a sm^ll ancient building with a low tower; part of 
l^e food-le£t is remaining, and has been recently 
jConverted into a gallery* The register contains eUf- 
tries of merrieges eelebrated, during the protectorate 
<>f Cipomwell, before the beiUff of iBrecknock ; and* 
during the same period, the births, and.not the buir 
ijsmS} ere cegistered. There is a ptece.of worship ror 
-AnahMptists- 

TAJLBCNNy, county ^ PsmnApKE, Souw 
.Wu^LCs. — See Tjs|JS£n^y. 

TAl^AHTH, a pariah, partly in 4be ealoa of 
Qni(mM0WHhf butehJefly in toatof Hay; partly:in 
the hundred of T^itCStAiiT^, <in which it oompriseB 
the depayed her ou^. of Tatgerthy. end ^ tOiwnshi|is 
of Orwyne Va^r ^aod Grwyne Vechan), and par% in 
the hundred ef P«;nosli«v, connty of Bback^ock, 
iSqjutp W^x^hs, 9 miles («, ». jc) freup Bcecknodk ; 
jGioMtoHiing 11388 iohabitaals, of whieb .number. ,678 
lare in; the boro^b. This place derives its oame 
from ito sitm^on in front of the chain of h^ty hills 
ealJed the Bhudc Mounttai/NSy wh|ich are partly includeai 
within (the lisaits of tlie parish. It oaee oompris^d 
three i,nferior lordships mareher, called . respectively 
English Talgarth, Welsh T%farthi.And Dinas; and 
the village was aocientljF a borough and market- towji, 
and huA numerous privileged &irs, w^ich last are ail 
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tliat remain of its fcHrmer distincdons. The parish is 
very extensive, comprising, according to a survev 
made in 1801, which is quoted by Mr. Jones in his 
history of Brecknockshire, not less than ninety thou- 
sand one hundred and forty-five acres. The surface 
is mountainous, and the soil extremely various, being 
in some parts fertile and productive, and in others 
affording only scanty herbage for sheep and young 
cattle ; and of the annual value of the rateable pro- 
perty, the return amounts to £6557, of which £2295 
IS for the borough. The scenery is much varied, 
but it is characterised more by ^tures of rugged 
boldness than of picturesque beauty, even in some 
parts bordering upon the romantic Though no longer 
a market-town, nor retaining any of its municipal 
privileges, Talgarth is, notwithstanding, a large 
and well-built place, occupying an eminence rising 
ffently from the river Ennig, which is here crossed 
by a neat stone bridge of one arch, and, after preci- 
pitating itself over several successive ledges of rock, 
fells into the river Llynvi. 

There were formerly in the parish many ancient 
seats, the residences of genteel families, which, hav- 
ing in course of time been abandoned by their pro- 
prietors, have fallen into neglect, and are now become 
comparatively insignificant Among these is Forth* 
amty noticed by Leland, who derives its name firom 
the hospitality and affluence of the proprietors, the 
Vaughans, of^ whom Sir William Vaughan was first 
high sheriff of Brecknockshire; it is now the pro- 
perty of the Earl of Ashburnham, by the marriage 
of one of his ancestors with the heiress of that family; 
part of the embattled wail of the old mansion, and 
one of the towers, are at present remaining. 7re- 
gunter^ an old seat .of the Gunters, from whom it 
derives its name, was originally bestowed by Bernard 
Newmarch upon Sir Peter Gunter, in reward for his 
services, and continued in that family for many years; 
the estate was subsequently purchased by the late 
Thomas Harris, Esq., who erected the present hand- 
some mansion, surrounded by fine grounds, and com- 
manding a pleasing view of the adjacent country, 
which is richly wooned, of the lofty hill called Troed, 
near Talgarth, and of part of the range of the Black 
Mountains. TredvLstan^ a commodious mansion, was 
for many years the seat of Selina, Countess of Hun- 
tingdon, and, after her death, was converted into an 
academy for young men intended for the ministry 
among her ladyship's connexion. The seat named 
the Uermitage is beautifully situated in a retired 
spot The village lies within a mile of the turnpike- 
road leading from London to Brecknock, through 
Hay ; and tne Brecknock and Hay tram-road, in its 
course through the parish, passes close to it, from 
which a new turnpike-road throng Talgarth forest 
to Crickhowel and Abergavenny has just been com- 
pleted, diminishing by tnree miles the distance be- 
tween Talgarth and those two places. The various 
bridges in Uie parish are kept in repair by Uie inha- 
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bitants, with the exception only of Pont-y-Twr, or 
<^ the Tower bridge,'^ over the river Llynvi, in the 
village, which is repaired by the county : this bridge 
takes its name from a square tower, forming at pre- 
sent part of a small &rm-house» noticed by Leland, 
who supposes it to have been the ancient borotigk 
gaol. FairSf which are numerously attended by 
dealers from all parts of the country, and at which 
great numbers of horses and cattle are sold, are held 
on February 2nd, March r2th. May dlst, July 
lOtb, September 23rd, November 2nd, and Decem- 
ber 8rd. 

The LIVING is a vicarage, not in charge; net in- 
come, £250 ; patrons. Dean and Canons of Windsor, 
to whom, after the dissolution of the priory of St. 
John, at Brecknock, the advowson and tithes, which 
had previously belonged to that establishment, were 
granted by Henry Vin. The tithes of the parish 
have been commuted for £895, which sum is thus 
apportioned : out of the hamlets of Trevecca, Pwlly- 
wrach, and Forest, £40 are received by the Bishop of 
Gloucester and Bristol; out ci the same hamleti^ 
those of Grwyne Vawr and Vechan, and the borough 
of Talgarth, £590 are derived by the Dean and 
Canons, who have also a glebe of 22 acres, valued at 
£22 per annum, and called Tir-y-Prior, or <'the 
Prior's land," from having been possessed by the 
priory ; and the vicar receives from the borough, ]ind 
the hamlets of Grwyne Vawr and Vechan, £285, sub- 
ject to rates, averaging £2, with a glebe of 22 acrea^ 
valued at £22 per annum. The churchy which stands 
in the higher part of the village, and from all parts 
of the surrounding country presents a very respect- 
able appearance, is dedicated to St Gwendoline, or 
Gwenvrewi, and is a spacious and ancient structure^ 
with a handsome square embattled tower surmounted 
with turrets : the interior consists of a nave and sooth 
aisle, separated by a series of five obtusely pointed 
arches, springing from octagonal columns, with plain 
capitals ; the windows at the east end are in the later 
English style. From the churchyard, which is <Hiiar 
mented with numerous yew-trees, is a delightful 
prospect over a richly cultivated tract of country, 
embracing a great portion of the counties of Here- 
ford and fladnor. The Independents and Calvinistie 
Methodists have each two places of worship: one 
belonging to the former, at Tredostan, has a small 
endowment, arising from the sum of £170, raised, as 
is supposed, by subscription, and secured on a bond 
of the late Lewis Williams, of Pentwyn, in the paridi 
of Gwenddwr, bearing interest 4^ p^ cent, and 
dated January 1st, 1797. 

Trevecca House, in the hamlet of Trevecca, in 
this parish, was built by Howel Harris, the friend 
and disciple of the Rev. George Whitfield, whose 
tenets he adopted ; and it became the seat of a re- 
ligious community founded by this gentleman, to 
wDose zeal may be ascribed the prevalence of Cal- 
vinistie doctrines amonir the Protestant dissentora in 
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Wales* He was born at this place in 1714^ and 
entered as a student at St Mary's Hall, Oxford, in 
1735; bat, continuing there only one term, he quit- 
ed the university, became immediately an itinerant 
preacher, and after experiencing considerable perse- 
cution, settled in his native place, where he was 
liighly respected, and laid the foundation of a com- 
munity, similar in some respects to those of the 
Moravians. For this purpose he built the house of 
Trevecca, and inclosed a sufficient quantity of garden 
ground and land, for the accommodation of a large 
number of inhabitants, whom he invited to invest 
their property in one general fund, for the equal 
benefit of all. A portion of the day was spent in 
religious exercises at the chapel, in which service 
was performed three times in the day, and, during 
the intervals, the members were employed in culti- 
vating the land belonging to the institution, the pro- 
duce of which, after suppljdng the wants of the im- 
mediate locality, was sent to market, and the money 
added to the common fund. A woollen manufacture 
was also carried on by the members, who thus sup- 
plied the adjacent country, and even distant places, 
with some of the finest flannel made in the pnncipa- 
lity. The society flourished greatly, ana at one 
time consisted of a hundred and fifty efficient mem- 
bers, exclusivelv of children ; but after the death of 
Mr. Harris, who was both chaplain and treasurer, 
the number declined considerably, and the establish- 
ment is now rapidly hastening to decay. Mr. Harris, 
a short time prior to his death, settled the house and 
grounds, together with several leasehold farms, in 
trust for the use of the community, of whom at pre- 
sent only three of the original members, now more 
than eignty-eight years of age, survive, and, together 
with four members admitted after the death of Mr. 
Harris, two of whom, both advanced in years, are 
the only surviving trustees, now constitute the entire 
establishment There have been few applications 
for admission within the last fifty years, and it is 
considered that should the present members become 
incapable of labour, the trustees haVe the power to 
dispose of the property for their support. The lease- 
hold property has long since fidlen in, and there now 
remains only the house, with about seven acres of 
ground. The building is of singular appearance, 
combining the Grecian, early English, castellated, 
and Elizabethan styles of architecture; and being 
much too large for its proper inmates, it is let 
in tenements to different families: the chapel is 
opened regularly every alternate Sunday for public 
worship. 

There are three day school^ in which about 80 
children are taught at the expense of their parents ; 
and four Sunday schools are carried on, one of which 
contains about 80 males and females, who attend the 
Established Church ; and in the other three, apper- 
taining to dissenters, are about 440. WaUet fVittiamSf 
of Neuadd-Vacb» bequeathed £10, the interest of 
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which he appropriated to the instruction of one pocnr 
boy ; and the parish is also entitled to share in the 
benefit of the Boughrood charity at St David's, 
Brecon, for apprenticing children, under the liberal 
endowment of JRice Powell; about three or four being 
annually so put out from this place. Near the churcH 
are four almshouses, with a garden to each, erected 
at the expense of John Gunter, Esq,, who died in 
1689, for the use of poor persons; they have no en- 
dowment, and are kept in repair by the parish. 
Thomas Harris, Esq., of Tregunter, bequeathed, in 
1782, the interest of £200, for clothing ten men 
yearly, which is accordincrly carried into effect under 
the superintendence of Mrs. Madocks, of Tregunter. 
Thomas Bennet, of Pen-yr-Wrlodd, in 1727, left & 
house and garden, called T^ Bach, in this parish, the 
rent to be distributed among the poor of tne district 
of Trevecca ; the house was pullea down many years 
since, and the ground pays lOs, per annum, which is 
divided among widows of the hamlet Mrs. Sybil 
Williams, of Trevithel, bequeathed £20 in money, 
now secured on Capel-y-Fin, in Llanigon ; and 7%o- 
mas fVatkin Probert, Esq., by deed, in 1663, ^ve to 
the poor £10 per annum, charged on estates in Tal- 
garth and Llangorse: both which sums are distri- 
buted on Good Friday. 

On the Black Mountains are some imperfect 
Druidical remains, and vestiges of military works of 
ancient British origin. On a form called Pendre^ 
about half a mile from the village, is a very perfect 
earthwork, forming the segment of a circle, and 
extending for about two hundred yards ; it appears 
to have been thrown up to cover tne retreat of the 
natives to the mountains, or may probably have 
been an outpost of the fortified station of Dinas, 
which lies directly in its rear, at the distance of two 
miles. This last fortress, once a place of great 
strength, occupies the summit of a conical hill, com- 
manding the mountain pass to Crickhowel, and the 
eastern parts of the Vale of Usk ; it was formerly of 
great importance, and constituted the head of a lord- 
ship marcher, conferring upon its possessor the 
dignity of a baron of parliament It is said by most 
writers to have been built by one of the lords 
marcher ; but Camden is of opinion that it had been 
previously occupied by the Britons, and identifies it 
with the fortress of Brecenanmere, which was attacked 
by Ethelfleda, daughter of Alfred the Great, and 
(Jountess of Mercia, who, after defeating Hwgan, 
Prince of Brecknock, here took his wife with thirty 
of her attendants prisoners, and sent them into 
England* According to Leland, in whose time it 
was in ruins, Dinas was destroyed by the inhabitants 
of this part of the principality, during the reign 
of Henry IV., to prevent it falhng into the hands of 
Owain Glyndwr. Near the place is a sulphureous 
spring, called Dinas Well. Thomas Harris, who 

Eurchased the estate of Tregunter, and was an elder 
ro(her of Howel, above noticed^ wiis born in tho 
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^l^urish ; io .e^rly .life lie'^tied,vi l^wdaiu wber^ ;b^ tike jposses^or of the TaliaiJsrreAtate. The late Lord 

jTiefilia^d an .Qmple farMiD^} wUh wUiqli Jke CQlired .to iRobent ^Seymour, rof Talmri^ lenlfirged ibe diapel, 

.Hb pativeiplaee. The /eld^at :of th^e br othei^, t^isMi^A) .endowed ihe bepefiee >wiib teigbt tmresfif Alebe^aod 

t^^QQrduptf^ to <a ^blfi^ Ui the .dum^cb^ dialiiieui^jetd tbuiU ilhereoii a «esidence lor dhe ioeimiSeBt:: the 

^himself Xy his aciQuti^c i;e^aKob^s^ ihe ,beld a i}e- j'e.pairs of the obapel >aiid .the nateriak for -mgxBr 

i^pjQqtable situa^ioD jnithe iMint, Ai^d waslhe aiiJ^MM* ^mei^ad and devojlioiialaetpviiee arefcbareped upon die 

lof geyetal aslronomioal ^and jpi^^th^matioal tfeal;i8es> -cistate.; and.foritbe education of :tbe ohiTdfleo r^sidiag 

.whiiob sVffine hj^hly appreciated. ^ 'On |he aaine propetU^ the Jate .Robett Peel, £^. 

TALlAvRlSyAffbapelry) io lhe>pari8b and union 'endowed a eohool. There are JbiesideS} several heoe- 

.qf •jLLANXxjLi^^V^wa^ lower divisioi^ of thp hufidred factions payable .fi^eia itbe estate^ :Cor raupplyiag ttbe 

^ EoaviEjti, iciounty of CARMABT^cii, JSouoih jpoor who attend the chapel wiftb bnead and tmooey, 

,Wal6^ 5 miles (k. by j;^ ifrom LlaindDe- Vawr ; ior ,tbe partietikrs »{ whiofa see the anticle Uandilo- 

•^nlaipiog 173 iixh^hitaote. This place is situated VaHq*. -On the iGaer^Vawc, iiear the house i^f 

.09 the b^n]$a of the J)iii]m thex^ .ov«r which here is Maffs-v-Cast^l, as an a«ctent. earthwork. 

^ bridge, called Pont^Bhyd-y-Marcb, wdvto vtbe loft TAU-lEY., atberwiise TM^Y^LhYCSAH, a 

«of the road leadipgifi^oqiiJaoftUo-yawT^oL^m ^panWb) m th/e union (of Xa.Aiii)ii[.o- Vji>wr, lever 

iaod xonwts (Of , th<e two Jbimkts of Xaliaiis . and Cwm ^iivision ctf j^ (hundred of Cay % county lof Gaaaiab- 

vQawludff which iomi the eb^^elry, ^nd oociipy the ^^en, S.oufrH Vf/a^Sj 7^ miles .(«.) mun Lhmdy^- 

OjQr^hecn p(Of,tion ^rthe f>auiAh« Some <of the :8Mr&ce Vawr.; ooolaiiung 1.068 inihabilania» .of whom .418toe 

\is rugged h)it j» .other parts^ imA espedally cat ^the jn the Lowei:9:aMJ659 in the JJEpfMei;} -dimioB. This 

Wj^jnren wid /demosw iQ^ Taliari^i the ^enerj js ,tr>uly jplw^t of whidi the Jiame, itigmCyiUig ^^ llie jhaad of 

Jbe^ti£uJ ; .the soil lis .chiefly day, .move «r JWas 4he lakes," is derived from (two Itfge rpoela» aev 

(tei^a«ioiiii» yyeAding ipHncypially Wley ftad ool«9 ^jand .the cbui^cbt erf about fifty .acres on ecBtent, -MMiongia- 

JM^k fcattle -andisbe^ lave laWo rreared. ^here •arc -ally of madh greater, inipoiteoee Ihao atipreaeotyiad 

jthr^ee ooFO <and griat 'WgtemiiiUe.; mri quarries ;of the aeatiof ;ooe i^f 4he ^moat leateittivas and iivnenUe 

rough stones for rubble ma^oftry and ro^d Tepairs. .ecel«siaaticail estahlishmeRtsjnjthia part ofthefoad* 

TaUari^, die ^eat of ;\KiUjiam Peel» £011^9 second ipality. The pari^ Ibeunded iOn ttfae ;aomth hy Llan- 

tco¥9Hi of Sir Bobei^ Feel> Bai^y loccupiee jm ^le- .dilo^Vawr ;aud iUaasaiwcil, eai^ and ]Boi;th by Liao- 

.y«ted and exteneiv^ naoge .of ^gr^uudf reechiAg 4»dwrn and ClayOy.andiuM^ a&d^weat by IJaoaavd, 

nearly to the banks of the »DuJas, and overspread is situated near the nvet Cothi, on the tumpike-rMd 

twifth a profusion of fuUrgrown treesy fcojaisiisiing jof ifrom XJbpdUo-Vawr to Xasipeter ; and osttprkefi hf 

.¥ery lai^e oak} a^ elm> heecb» .and, fir, all of ;an .admeaaurement 7167a. 3r. l^p., of wUch the.anhk 

ff^ncient datet wxtih above lOQ tofrm of aew plantar ^^rcjporUon nay consist of aboiMtttwo-ihkds in jiekte 

4ioofB. The mamion is a Ja^^ pile ,0f building jin to the paatiice, and nearly 800 acres Are mooHmii 

jkemU>T^$ ^ the J)ofic order, with a rustic baaemeat, Attd 290a. Sp. % .conuMO. The sur^Me ikfim s 

(Ocecied in tthe mpx of £!haTles L; ithe estf^ is .eontivMied auocftsstoa of JuU Mid dalct ddelaDaiUMi 

^eo^ceedAngJly i>ictui;esQjue^ and has ta fiw shi^t (of 'PAountoin /bop, and i» father wioody, the ipiincipil 

x^fit^r mi w j^WaliPfi above jtlie houee : )U wa^at oiie tiiaher being oak,. ash, einif fie, alder, ite. Ofw 

<^e .the .residence of aibiaach of the Gwiynne fiunily. ^1, wbichJs jgcey in icakmr, asid tolerably dacpand 

Th^ lilting is a perpetual curacy, emowed with &rtile,liiex3h&i^grk!ukiiral.prodiicei8 wh^ 

^SSQO pfiviale jbene&ctioo, and £14Q0 xoyal bowtyj oaits, &c., with a good and tfuffident supply of tgm 

<neit ififooaie, £10^ with a^lebe^house.; patron, Mr> tapd Jba^r far the use -af jthe dairies. On the wei^ ik 

^eel, proprietor of ike taliarisesltote, fnem 1 which fiaijsb is bouadied b^ idie Cotfiif (JukI several fansok 

.properjUr the minister iis {entitled to an awual sidary of rise in it and unite in the sondireasteivi >part, .idieie 

i£ll, .oiwhiah JEl is ^rpr^aehMig a aecnvHi Aiiukr tthe stream > pursues its «ourse: to ike To wy; then«e 

lihe bequests of William and Davjd Gwynne, .in ^woaasall'Villagsf, nanMd T^Ueyand CwmdiL litt 

1Q97 and 1713^ The cb»pel, a icrueiform structufe, ji^t, £dwintford, stamb in the oorth^weat .on the 

(exhibiting a mulliooed wipdpJWrofl^aAei^aiedifiee, i^nfines lof Ike parish, of about half of which ^the 

was owe ^ chapel of ea^e to Llaodilo church, and (ftwnear of the Jiouse is(jdieilaDded proprietor; tOhngrv- 

^ter remaining inruiu^ wi^h ita endowments alien- anad^ anothier aHwaiQn, lis pleasantly sitaated lin 

(fijteM, was rebuilt by Williai^ GtwynAe, JEsq,, aid tbenorthern pact, and the .grounds are iwell laid cut 

jceocndowed with a portion #f its former property.; A small fiedr is held on August 6th. 

}l9pon which it was cooseoratod by the oelobrated Thie living is a parpetoM ausae^, endowed with 

3i^hop Jeremy Taylor, dufiog his refuge from per* $£8M -royal bunty, aad £1009 patliMientarrfnDt; 

^c^tion at QoldenQrove. It contajos -some imqnu*- «iet income, £127 ;» patron, the flev. William Tboohb 

^cnts /of the Wynne and Seymour f^aiUies, aod Nicholl, heir of tbe.lato^venefiiUe TbaaMS Bejmso, 

^U a,c.cQ<n9iodate about f^O pemon^ the seat$ beiqg Jkr^deaaonof Cardiajui, wha'purcbasedthetitlMsaod 

pn^ppri9priated» except in the south jtransept, which the adfrowson of the living from the ancient fiunily^ 

is always reserved for the U3e of the family of ;Abacmarless th^ impropriate tithes liave beeneo*- 
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nuted for a rent-eharge of £299; f5i, sufijeot to 
rates, Bi9erafpxkg £9. 10;; and there is a giebe aU' 
tacbed of 3| acl^es; vaTued at £1 1. 3; #. per annunu 
The cHureb^ dedicated to Str Michael, havings Mkem 
idto decay, wa^ Febuik in t&e Grecian styk, in 1779^ 
at the exipense of tike inhabitaDts^ prindpallv fpom 
tfie fttftiB of tke ancient dbbeyv dm navtf^ or wltcfa 
iMriiied' the old church, and ef whidi there are atiU 
eoiAe^ rettiains within' the barial-greitidd,^ cimsisting d 
hhlt of the towvTy and odiper cctaBidenfcle portiedsu 
Tlie) presieitt ib a^ neat edifice, and' ooMtanw $mmm 
flMmumeiKal imeriptStoHi, mmonm wlnc& is m monk 
tabtet to the memory of Sbr Niohdas WilKams^ ait 
^kime^or of Sir JsMies,. the pvesent BancHiel; the 
area, exchisively el the chancel, ia SO feet long by 
80 wide, aad beitog all pewed, contains between Mil 
aiid 400 sittingts, which beteilr U> the nUie^payers^ 
excidp4 two, and die sealb of t£e galfenry,. wmch are 
free. There were formerly five chapels of ease within 
the partsl, but of aone ate there at present any 
yemains; memorials ol two aror prosewed in the 
names df siaaH patches of ground^ one benig called 
Mynweftft Capel Llanv^mmel, ** the churcl^af d of 
St. Micbaers chapel," aisl the other, Mynwent 
C^el Crnt» ^the churchyard of Chrisfs cfaapey' 
There are places of worship for Baptists and CalTrnh 
istic MediadisISi the poor of Ae latter of whom par-^ 
ticipate in the benefit of Mrs. Mary Griffith's chM^ty 
at Llangeitho^ which aaiounts tor diseribution to 
from £15 to £20 per annum. In the pftfish are two 
day schools, one of which contains about 50 childrenv 
chiefly ^irls> supported by Lady Mary WilKams, of 
Edwinsrord, who furnished thre school-roera, and pajrs 
the mistress her salary, with permission to take a few 
pay scholars ; Md in the other, which ia d>e vilh^e 
school, are about 80 childrel), princto^ly boys, two 
of whom are paid for by the Rev. Dr. Morgan, and 
the test by their parents. There are also three 
Smtday schools, in one of which, kept in the boys' 
sdioot-rooM, are alM>at 50 males and females who 
attend the Established Church; and in the others, 
connected with dissenters, about 80; the meeting- 
hottses, too^ have eadi a Sunday sdiool for children 
and adults* 

An abbey was founded here prior to 1197^ by 
Rh^ ab G^utydd, an ancestor of Lord Dynevor, 
fbr Premonstratensian canons, and dedicated to the 
Bteseed Vkgrn and St John the Baptist; to which a 
ektvter was given by Edward III., confirming a 
prior gmat by the anient prinoes of South Wales in 
the dme of Hefiry II L Thm establishaMnt flemished 
until the dissolution, at wlAch period it had eigl* 
canons, and its terenne was estimated at £i5d. L 4. 
The remakis, tboogh mucb dhi^inished by the appf^ 
prialion towards rwoiiding the church, are stiU oo»* 
slderable, contfiSnitig, as already slated, abdot h$M 
the tower, and sctoie portions of the tmnsepit on both 
sides, aS within the churchyard, and the property ^ 
tibe owner of the litbes : the large idl, sold to JBsiat 
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tiie parishionera in the erection^ of the new ditirafi, 
in 1773, is now in Exeter cathedral. The situaliont 
ot this structure,, in a. lususiaot vale easbosoraed 
among lofty hiUs, waa peculiarly^ ada^^ed fbr devon 
tibnid retiffemeat and contemplalion. From the rich* 
ness of the endowmenlv its abbota were little inferior 
ia power to the bidiopa o£ thci dioceae,. and to. the in>*- 
ffiucnee of one of them,^ who Waa eonfessor and secret- 
tary to Rhys ah Thomas^ ha» been attributed the 
active part whicH that chieftain took in favow of the 
Earl of Richmond^ afterwards Henry VII. 

TAL-Y-CAVN^ a haodeil, in the parish oi 
LxANBBDBy hnadred of LLficuwsDf) hslvy oonaty 
of CarnaIbton,, NaBi*H Wai^bs^ 7| antes (n.) horn 
Llanrwst; ceAtainin(|[, with the (Mmship of Lfaai** 
hedr, 313 inhabitants. This isohrted spot, thoaeb 
forming' part of tha parish el Llanbedt, is eatirely^ 
surrounded by that of Caerben, and is sitaated upea 
the western bonk of the nav^le river Conway^ 
across whkfa is a pttblie fnrry to Eglwys^V&cfa^ m. 
the coontv of DeftfaigL This ia the only fecry> 
ketweeB tae farii^ce of Aberoonway and Llanrwst^ 
and near the approach to it ia a small artificial moant^ 
ott whid^ was enee a tower, or castle, ereoted tm 
defend the pass^ bat of whack biMMiaff there are noA 
iK>w the slightest vestiges; it ia said ay Camdoi ta 
have been called Brjtn-Castett, and to have serveil 
as an ezplofatory tower foraiiBg ao outpost of the 
Roman station QmomwnL 

TALYLLtN (TAl^Y-LLlTN), a paroeUai 
chapehry, ia the pairisli of Llanbeulast, hundlred ef 
Llyvon, anion and cooBty of Aivoussbv, Nobts 
Wales, G miles (w. s. w.^ from Llangevni: thq 
populatioQ is returned with the parish of Ltanbeuhm. 
This chapelry is situated ib tM soHth-pwestern part 
of the island, and on the river Fraw, which fidb nitd 
the small bay of Aberfraw, in the bay ol Carnarvon, 
The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty; net income, £69; patron Ou 
M. F. meynckf Esq. The chapel, dedicated to St 
Mary, is a small ediEce. Hugh Wood, in 16 11, 
bequeathed a messuage and garden in the town fif 
Newborough, and a farm of 12^ acres in die liberties 
of that place, for the perpetual endonnnent and r& 
pairs of the edifice ; the premises in the town were 
let on a 9^ yearn building lease, that eatpired aease 
years since ; the farm prodaces a rent of £l& per 
amrom, which is paid to die curate^ adw heepa tha 
chapel in repair. 

TALYLL^N <TAI^Y^LLtN), a pasish, in 
the anion of D6i.OBiXET, hundred of Estimanbr, 
county of MsaiovmrH, NoarrH Waleo, 8 anitas 
(s* by w.) from Dodg^iley ; contaiBing VM2 inhabit 
ants. This place dmree its nane f roan the sitoatioa 
of its church, at the head of a heautSfbl lidce oattod 
Mwyngil. The parish, winch extends eight mila 
in length and four in breadth, includes a largia poi^ 
tion of fbe lofly mountain Cader Idris, and is 
intersected by the tampUbo^road fiptt Dolgelley to 
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Towyn ; it comprises about thirty-six thousand 
acres, of which only about six thousand are under 
cultivation, the remainder consisting chiefly of barren 
rugged hills, aflfording only pasturage to sheep and 

Stoats. The soil in the lower grounds, though shal* 
ow, is enriched by several small rivers, which de* 
scend from the hilU in various parts of the parish. 
The scenery is strikingly romantic, and derives much 
beauty from the lakes, of which there are two within 
the limits of the parish ; one, called Ll^n Cae, at the 
foot of Cader Idris, about a quarter of a mile lone 
and nearly of equal breadth ; and the other termed 
Mwyngil, which is the principal, more than a mile 
in length, and something less than half a mile 
broad. The latter abounds with excellent trout and 
eels : the vale in which it is situated is so contracted 
as to leave, for a considerable part of its length, only 
a very narrow road on each side of the water, from the 
clear surface of which are reflected its precipitous 
aeclivities. Towards the extremity of the vale, the 
lake contracts gradually into the form of a river, 
rushing with rapidity through a stone arch into a 
very narrow pass, having on one side the church, 
and on the other the small cluster of houses which 
form the village, embosomed in trees, and assuming 
a romantically oeautiful appearance. At the distance 
of a mile or two beyond the church, the hills almost 
meet, and present a sterile and rugeed aspect; they 
are broken into numberless crags, of whicn some are 
vertical and sharply pointed, but the greater number 
project horizontally, and impend with threatening 
gloom over the vale beneath. One of these preci* 

Eices, from its resemblance in form to a harp, has 
een called Pen-y-Delyn ; and another, from a tra- 
dition that it was formerly the practice to throw 
thieves from its summit, has been denominated Llam- 
y-Lladron, or " the thieves* leap." There were for- 
merly some ancient seats in the parish, of which the 
principal were Aberlleveni and Maes-y-Pandy ; but 
they have been abandoned by their proprietors, and 
are now occupied by tenants. Slate is found in the 
parish, and some quarries are worked. 

I'he living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£400 royal bounty, ana £1400 parliamentary grant ; 
net income, £84 ; patron. Bishop of Lichfield, whose 
tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of £250. 
The church, dedicated to St Mary, and beautifully 
situated within a few yards of the lake, is an ancient 
building in the early English style of architecture. 
There are places of worsnip for Independents and 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. A day school 
affords instruction to about 20 children at the ex- 
pense of their parents ; and there are eight Sunday 
schools, one of which, supported by subscription, 
contains about 50 males and females, who attend the 
Established Church; and in the other seven about 
400 are gratuitously taught by the Calvinistic Me- 
thodists. The Rev. John Owen gave £20 ; Cathe- 
rine Hugh, £40 ; Elizabeth Edwards, £5 ; and Hugh 
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Pugh, in 1812, £10; the interest of whidi sumsii 
distributed amonj^ the poor at Christmas. A mine- 
ral spring, callea the Bishop's Well, was forraerlj 
much resorted to for its efficacy in the cure of rheu- 
matism. At a place designated Llwyn Ddl Itliet 
was found, in 1684, while dig^ging for turf, a ooffin 
made of deal, seven feet in length, and carved and 
^t at both ends ; two skeletons were deposited in 
It, the feet of the one lying by the boEul of the 
other ; they were of uncommon size, and the bones 
moist and touglu Within a few yards of the coffin 
were two other skeletons of the same size, lying 
on the clay, and near them a grave in which wis a 
skeleton of the ordinary size ; alon^ the grave and 
coffin were laid hazel rods, with the Dark remaining^ 
and perfectly pliable. The high state of preserva- 
tion in which these relics were round is attnbuted to 
the bituminous quality of the turbary in which they 
were deposited. 

TAVOLOG, with Br^n-Uchel, a hamlet, in 
the parish of Cemmes, hundred of Machynlleth, 
county of Montgomery, North Wales, 9^ miles 
(n. e. by £.) from Machynlleth ; containing, widi 
Br^n-Uchel, 420 inhabitants. It is situated on die 
right bank of the river Tavolog, which falls into the 
river Dovey near Mallwyd ; and it forms the north- 
ern portion of the parish, which borders on Merion- 
ethsbire. 

TELBENNY, or TALBENNY, a parish, in 
the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of Rhos, 
county of Pembroke, South Wales, 6 miles 
(w. 8. w.) from Haverfordwest; containing 257 in- 
habitants. It is situated on the south side of SU 
Bride's bav, on a ridge overlooking which the vil- 
We is chiefly built. Goldtop Road, off the coast 
of the parish, forming the south- westernmost recess 
of the Day, and affording safe anchorafi^e for vessels 
during gales from certain quarters, might, according 
to ]V&. Morris' account, in his survey of the Webn 
coast, be made a very safe roadstead, in three (^ 
four &thoms water, by the construction of a pier on 
Burrow Head, in the erection of which the beacit 
might be cleared of the large stones that now en- 
cumber it. This improvement of the haven, it i* 
thought, would make it a place of great trade, as 
there are several mines of stone-coal in the nei^b- 
bourhood. At the western extremity of the pansh 
is the small inlet of Mill Haven, ana at the eastern 
that of Little Haven. Its rateable annual value 
has been returned at £1072. 0. a The living is a 
discharged rectory, valued in the king's books at 
£9. 12. 6. ; patron. Sir John Owen, Bart : the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £130; 
and there is a glebe of 25 acres, valued at £30 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St Mary, ^ 
situated near the coast, below the village. Here is 
a day school, containing from 20 to 40 children, of 
whom 12 are instructed by an allowance of £A p^^ 
annum from the incumbent for that purpose, and the 
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rest paid for by their parents; also three Sunday 
schools, gratuitously conducted, one of which contains 
from 15 to 20 males and females, who attend the 
Established Church; and in the other two, apper- 
taining to dissenters, are about 35. 

TELYCH, a hamlet, in that part of the parish 
of Llandingat, which is in the higher division of 
the hundred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales, 2 miles (e. by s.) from Llandovery; 
containing 218 inhabitants. It comprises a district 
throuffh part of which flow the rivers Bran and 
Gwdderig, and exhibits some well-wooded inclo- 
sures, occupying the vales and sides of the hills. 

TENBY (DYNBYCH.Y-PYSCOD), a pa- 
rish, including the In-Liberty and the Out-Liberty, 
the former constituting the borough, and comprising 
the sea-port and market-town of Tenby, and having 
exclusive jurisdiction, though locally in the hundred 
of Narberth, in the union and county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 11 miles (e.) from Pembroke, 20 
(s. E.) firom Haverfordwest, and 245 (w.) from Lon- 
don; and containing 2803 inhabitants^ of whom 
2512 are within the limits of the borough. This 
place was at a very remote period occupied by the 
ancient Britons as a fishing town, for which its situ- 
ation on the coast rendered it extremely favourable ; 
and from this circumstance it obtained its Welsh 
name, of the first part of which its modern appella- 
tion is an obvious modification. According to 
George Owen, an eminent antiquary of the reign of 
Elizabeth, whose manuscript history of Pembroke- 
shire is now in the library of the British Museum, 
the origin of the present town is attributable to the 
settlement of the Flemings in this part of the prin- 
cipality by Henry /., who placed them under the 
protection and control of Gerald de Windesor, go- 
vernor of Pembroke Castle, whom he ordered to pro- 
vide them with habitations, on condition of their 
garrisoning the castles the king then had in Wales, 
erected by the Normans for the security of the terri- 
tories which they had usurped by conquest In order 
to protect themselves from the repeated attacks of 
the native Welsh, and to maintain possession of the 
lands that had been assigned to them, they soon 
found it necessary to build the towns of Tenby, 
Pembroke, and Haverfordwest, which they fortified 
with strong and lofty walls; and from that time 
Tenby began to assume a high degree of import- 
ance as a strongly fortified military post, and pro- 
gressively to enjoy, from its advantageous situation, 
considerable prosperity as a maritime and commer- 
cial town. 

In the year 1150, Cadell, eldest son of Rh^s ab 
Grufydd, Prince of South Wales, being on a hunt- 
ing excursion in the neighbourhood, was suddenly 
attacked by a party of &e inhabitants of Tenby, 
who lay in ambush for that purpose, and who, rush- 
ing from their concealment, soon put to flight the 
unarmed retinue by which he was attended: but 
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Cadell resolutely defended himself against the as- 
sailants, of whom he killed several, and, though 
severely wounded in the conflict, ultimately efiected 
his escape. Two years after this event Meredydd 
and Rh^s, brothers of Cadell, in order to avenge this 
outrage, assembled all their forces, and, advancing 
to Tenby, scaled the walls of the town, surprised the 
castle, and put most of the garrison to tne swordp 
During the minority of Isabel, Countess of Pem- 
broke, the several castles in her earldom were en- . 
tirely neglected, and that of Tenby, being unpro- 
vided with a sufficient garrison, was attacked by 
Maelgwyn and Hywel, sons of Rh^ ab Grufyddf, 
who, coming against it with an overwhelming forces 
destroyed £e fortress, burned the town, and put 
many of the inhabitants to the sword. It was a con- 
siderable time before Tenby recovered from the de- 
vastation it sufi'ered upon this occasion : the castle 
was repaired, and its fortifications strengthened, by 
William Marshall, who, espousing Isabel, was created 
Earl of Pembroke; but the town remained for a 
much longer time in ruins. William had five sons, 
who all succeeded in turn to the palatinate : of these, 
Walter, the fourth son, gave orders for restoring the 
town and building a church and an almshouse ; but 
dying before his intentions were carried into effect, 
narren de Mountchensy, who married his sister, 
and succeeded in her right to the earldom, com- 
pleted the plans of his predecessor, and made to the 
church a valuable present of plate and jewels. 

During the wars of the houses of York and Lan- 
caster, the fortifications were repaired and strength- 
ened by Jasper, Earl of Pembroke, who, in the 36th 
of Henry VL^ caused the platform along the summit 
of the walls to be widened, for the. greater facility of 
posting soldiers on the battlements, and ihtt moat by 
which they were surrounded to be much increased in 
depth and breadth. Henry, Earl of Richmond, and 
his mother, sought shelter in the castle of this place, 
to which they were brought by David ab Thomas, 
one of the brothers of Sir Rhys, a zealous adherent 
of the House of Lancaster, from Pembroke Castle, 
where they had been besieged. Here they received 
due attention from the mayor of the town, and em- 
barked for Brittany under the protection of Jasper, 
Earl of Pembroke, and uncle of Henry, who accom- 
panied them to the continent In the reign of £/t- 
zabetbj a memorial was presented by the^ishc^ of 
St. David% and the principal persons of the county, 
praying that fit persons might be sent to inspect the 
castle and fortincations of Tenby, preparatory to 
putting them into a state of defence against the 
threatened invasion of the Invincible Armada of 
Spain. The walls were consequently restored by 
order of the queen, whose initials, with the date 
1588^ are still visible. 

At the commencement of the civil war in the reign 
of Charles /., the castle and the town were garrisoned 
for the king; but in 1644, Colonel Laugharne, with 
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a strong body of parliamentary forces, laid sie&^e to 
the place, which was resolutely defended by Colonel 
Gwyn, the governor, for three days, when, a breach 
being made in the walls, it was taken by storm, and 
the governor, the high sheriff, and three hundred men 
were made prisoners. In 1647, the castle and town 
were seized for the king by the same Colonel Laugh- 
ame, who, in conjunction with Colonel Poyer, who 
had been made governor of Tenby by the parliament, 
and Colonel Powell, had abandoned the parliament- 
arian cause, and embraced the royal interests; and 
from the strength of the garrison, composed of three 
hundred men, with twenty-five pieces of ordnance and 
the abundant store ofprovisions and ammunition with 
which it was supplied, it proved a formidable obstacle 
to the entire subjugation of the country to the autho- 
rity of the parliament Cromwell, who was soon after 
despatched into South Wales with an army of eight 
thousand men, sent a detachment of twelve hundred, 
under the command of Colonel Read, to besiege this 
place. For five days it held out against all the 
efforts of the united forces of Colonels Read and 
Constable, by whom the former had been joined, 
until the suburbs having been taken by storm, and 
a breach made in the walls, the garrison was com- 
pelled to surrender at discretion, and among the pri- 
soners were nomerous gentlemen of the surrounaing 
country. 

The TOWN is romantically situated on the eastern 
and southern sides of a rocky peninsula, stretching 
oiit into the Bristol Channel, and rising a hundred 
feet above the level of high water ; it consists of one 
principal street, and several smaller ones diverging 
from it, which latter are, in some instances, incon- 
veniently narrow. The houses are in general well 
built and of respectable appearance, and several of 
recent erection command some fine views over the 
sea. Considerable improvements have been made 
of late years, among which may be noticed the erec- 
tion of a new market-house by the corporation, aifd 
the formation, at a cost of £900, of a line of road, 
by which the approach to the town has been greatly 
facilitated, and a steep and dangerous descent from 
Narberth and the eastern parts of the adjacent coun- 
try avoided, and which was opened to the public in 
1831. The main street is well paved, and lighted, 
and the town is amply supplied with water, brought 
o the different houses, at the expense of the corpo- 
ration, for which the occupiers pay from 10^. to 30s. 
a year, according to the value of their houses. The 
iurrounding icenery^ is romantically beautiful and 
picturesque : the majestic masses of rock, of various 
forms and hnes, which line the coast ; the numerous 
bays and distant promontories stretching into the 
sea; the receding coasts of Carmarthenshire, with 
the projecting headland of Gower, inclosing the 
great bay of Carmarthen, on the western boundary 
of which the town is situated ; and the small islands 
* of Caldey and Lilndy, with die shores of Somerset 
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and Devon, combine to impart a high d^rree of ii^ 
terest, variety, and beauty to the sea view, wbickis 
pleasingly enlivened by the frequent passing and 
repassing of yessels navigating- the Bristol ChanneL 
On one side of the town is a drive of eleven mila 
to the ancient town of Pembroke, through a fine 
champaign country, studded with churches, old cas- 
tles, villages, and gentlemen's seats surrounded wiA 
plantations and pleasure-grounds ; and on the odier 
the country is agreeably diversified with swellio; 
eminences, clothed with verdure, and small valiep 
richly wooded. The beaudful situation of the tim, 
the nne beach and firm and smooth sands, exteodiif 
two miles in length to die south, and one mile to the 
north, the transparency of the sea-water, and tie 
pleasant walks and rides in the vicinity, have rendered 
It a fEishionable place of resort for sea-btUhim^ aod^ 
since the close of the last century, raised it frim the 
decline into which it had for many years previeosif 
fallen, to a high rank amoi^ the most favoorite 
watering-places on the coast Many good lodgings 
houses nave been built for the aocommodation of 
visiters, and several respectable private bouses an 
appropriated, during die season, to the reception </ 
fiimilies. Bathsj provided with every convenieoee, 
were erected by Sir William Pazton under the oA 
hill, and are supplied from a capacious reservob 
filled from the sea at every tide. The establishment 
comprises two spacious pleasure*baths, one for gen- 
tlemen and one tor ladies, four small cold-baths, and 
also Mrarm sea-water and vapour baths, with apptntos 
for heating them to any aegree of temperature re- 
quired ; and the same building contains also \odptg' 
rooms for the'accommodation of such invalids as may 
find it inconvenient to be at a distance from tlie 
baths, and a general room as a pronoenade, and ftr 
the purpose of taking refreshments. The exterior of 
the edince is neat, thoueh without any pretension to 
architectural style ; and an excellent carriage-niv 
has been made to die house, which commancfa a £i^ 
view over the sea, on one side, and, on the ^^^^ 
the shipping in the bay. A small theatre was erected 
about the year 1810; hut dramatic performances not 
being much encouraged here, it lias never been 
made an ornament to the place. Private rea^>'^ 
roams and subscription libraries are in general well 
attended ; and balls weekly, and concerts oocasionailyt 
take place under the direction of a master of tlic 
ceremonies. The sands afford delightful promenade^ 
and abound also with diells of various descriptaoDB) 
not less than one^half of the British collection^ 
six hundred varieties having been found on ^ 
coast, on which many valuable shells, comtnon\J 
esteemed foreign, have also been found. 

Soon after the settlement of the Flemings at this 
place, the small harboub of Tenbv was greatly i^ 
proved for the convenience of the snipping empW^ 
at the port, the trade of which, from that time, p^ 
gressively increased; and a very considerable ps^*' 
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Us population was en^afi^ed in carrymff on Uie 
woollen manufaclure, w£ch was introduced by these 
settlerSf and continued to flourish here for many 
years. From what cause the commercial and manu- 
fecturing importance of the town first began to de<- 
cline Im not been clearly ascertained, but its manu- 
fieu^tures have been neglected for a great length of 
time, and the only trade at present consists in ex- 

Crtin^ to the western and southern coasts of Eng- 
id the coal, culm, and limestone raised in the Out* 
Liberty of the parish, and which are chiefly sliipped 
from Sauader'^s Foot, three miles to the north, to 
which place a tram-road from the different works has 
been recently constructed ; and in the importation of 
shop wares from Bristol, between whidi city and 
Tenby a regular communicati<m k maintained by 
means of a steam«packet, that conveys ffoods and 
rassengers twice in the week during the season. 
The harbour, which, according to the custom-house 
r^ulations, is a creek to the port of Milford, is dry 
al low water, and is sheltered from the south and 
west winds by the lofty peninsula on which the town 
is situated ; while on the east it is protected by the 
castle hill ; and on the north by a small but band- 
some pier of andent erection, which, stretching 
nortk-westward from the castle hill, in an irreguli^ 
ourve, terminates in a kind of circular bastion, the 
whole forming a remarkably picturesoue object. 
The mouth of the harbour is dai^ cleared by a body 
of water, retained each tide by flood-gates ; but the 
ooal is never shipped here except when the weather 
will not permit vessels to receive it at Saunder's 
Foot, at which place a pier has been lately erected, 
affording increased focilities for skipping coal and 
culm. The ac^cent bay of Carmarthen abounds 
with almost every species of fish, and is frequented 
by vessels from all the neighbouring and opposite 
coasts, which firequently put into this harbour, as 
being the nearest place of safety to the fishing sta- 
tions. The market-daus are Wednesday and Satur- 
day, and the fish-market, which is plentifully sup- 
nUed with excellent fish, is opened daily. Fain are 
held on May 4th, Whit-Tuesday, July 1st, October 
Snd, and Deoember 4th : that odled St Margaret's 
may, by charter, continue for three days; but since 
the establishment of the fiiir at Narberth, in the 
re^ of Charles IL, in oonsequence of the more 
central situation of that place, Uie fiurs of this town 
have been on the decline, and are now but very 
thinly attended. A new mcarket-placey as noticed 
above, was constructed in the High-street, at the 
expense of the corporation, in 1828, on a site pur- 
diaaed for £450 ; it is eommodionsly arranged, and 
has a handsome fii9ade, witk the arms of the 'bo- 
rough sculptured in relief, on a shield of white 
marole, in the tvmpanum ai the pediment above 
the entrance. The rateable annual value of the 
parish is £4431. 15., of which £3685 15. is re- 
turned for the In, and £796 for die Out, Liberty. 
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The inhabitants' were first incorporated -by- 
WiUiam de Valence^ with the consent of his consort 
Johanna, by whose right he had succeeded to the 
palatinate; and this nobleman's charter, ordaining 
that the burgesses should choose annually from 
among themselves two portreeves, and that they 
should have free common over all hb lands from 
mowing and reaping times until the Feast of the 
Purification, is still extant, and was acknowledged 
and enlarged by his son, Aymer de Valence^ and, in 
the 16th of Edward III., by Laxarence de Hcutingsj 
Earl of Pembroke. The earrs charter was confirmed 
by Edward himself in the 49th year of his reign ; 
Humphrey, Duke of Gl(mce$ter and Earl of Pem- 
broke, extended the privileges of the burgesses, and 
made the mayor an independent justice ; and all the 
charters granted by the earls, as well as those be- 
stowed by the reigning sovereigns, were ratified by 
their successors from the time of Edward III. to that 
of Elizabeth. Sknry /F., by charter conferred in 
the year 1402, first placed the government in a 
mayor and two bailiffs, to be elected annually; 
and in the 23rd of Henry VI., the <»*own granted to 
the mayor, bailifis, and burgesses, that they should 
be free fitmi all murage, pontage, &c., at the port of 
Bristol. Elizabeth, in the 2dra of her reign, con- 
firmed all preceding charters, and incorporated the > 
inhabitants under Uie designation of the ** Mayor, 
Bailiflb, and Burgesses of Uie borough of Tenby,'' 
granting them power to elect a second iustice of the 
peace From among the aldermen, who, with the 
mayof, should hold courts of quarter-session, witk 
authority to punish for all felonies, trespasses, and 
misdemeanors, not affecting life or limb. Charles /., 
in his 6th year, added a third justice of the peace, 
and two sergeants-at-mace, one to be nominated by 
the mayor, and the other by the bailifis, whom he 
made keepers of the common gaol and house of cop* 
rection, and also charged with the execution of all 
writs ; and under these various charters the control was 
vested in a mayor ^who was also coroner), two bai- 
li£b, two justices, and an indefinite number of com- 
mon-couBcilmen and burgesses, assisted by a town- 
derk, two sergeanta-atrmace, and other officers. 

By the act of the 5th and 6th of WiUiam IV., 
c. 76, however, the corporation is now styled die 
*' Mayor, Aldermen, ana Buigesses,'' and oonnste of 
a mayor, four aldermen, and twelve councillors, to- 
gether forming the council of the borough, of whiek 
the municipal and parliamentary boundaries, includ- 
ing about 600 acres, are the same. The council 
elect the mayor annually on Nov. 9th, out of the 
aldermen or councillors; and the aldermen trien- 
nially out of the countoillors, or persons qualified as 
such, one-half going out of office every three years, 
but re-eligible : the councillors are chosen annually 
on Nov. 1st, by and from among the enrolled bur- 
gesses, one-third retiring every yean The aldermea 
and councillors must have each a property qualific»» 
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tion of £500, or be rated at £15 annual value. The 
burgesses consist of the occupiers of houses and 
shops who have been rated for three years to the 
relief of tlie poor, if resident householders within 
seven miles ; and a valid title to be a burgess is ao- 

Suirable by descent, marriage, marriage-settlement, 
evise, or promotion to any benefice or office, in 
which case occupancy and the payment of rates by 
the predecessor may be reckoned. Two auditors 
and two assessors are elected annually on March 1st, 
by and from amone^ the burgesses ; and the council 
appoint a town-clerk, treasurer, and other officers, on 
Nov. 9ch. The income of the borough in 1810 was 
£287, in 1820 £572, and in 1830 £616 ; and accord- 
ing to the report of the Municipal Commissioners 
in 1834, it then amounted to £801. 10. 10., of which 
£622 were derived from lands and houses, £64 from 
tolls, £10 from water rents, and about £105 from 
harbour dues. An idea, also, may be obtained of 
the importance of the property belonging to the 
corporation from the mention of the circumstance, 
that during the period of 22 years, commencing in 
1810, about £7300 were expended in general im- 
provements; namely, £1700 for the erection of a 
market ; £1297 for supplying the town with water ; 
£309 for paving and repairing the streets ; and about 
£4000 for improving the place, removing obstruc- 
tions, and for labour. Of the sum paid for obtaining 
a due supply of water, £100 were for a reservoir, and 
£700 for pipes. 

The borough, with Wiston, was, by the 27th of 
Henry VIII., made contributory to Pembroke, in 
the return of a parliamentary member: by the act 
of 1832, to << Amend the Representation," Milford 
was added to the district of boroughs, while Tenby 
was allowed to retain its ancient rignt with unaltered 
limits. The elective franchise was in the burgesses 
at large, in number nearly four hundred, of whom 
about a hundred and thirty are resident ; and by such 
of these latter alone, and of the £10 householders, 
as are duly registered, the right of voting now is 
exercised : the present number of houses within the 
limits of the borough, of value sufficient to qualify 
their tenants, is two hundred and twenty. Tenbv is 
one of the places at which the poll is appointed to 
be taken at county elections. The corporation hold 

Quarterly courts of session for the borough, on the 
riday after the county sessions are held, for the 
trial of all offenders, of whom the punishment does 
not affect life or limb ; a court of record for the reco- 
very of debts to any amount above the sum of forty 
shillings, called the monthly court, which is held on 
the first Thursday in every monUi, and has power 
to issue process to hold to bail in actions for debt; 
and a court every fortnight, on Monday, for the re- 
covery of debts under forty shillings. The jurisdic- 
tion of these courts extends over the entire In-Liberty 
of the parish, constituting the borough, in which 
neither the county magistrates nor the sheriff have 
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any authority ; the total number of borough justices 
is three. The town prison is a neat edifice, consist- 
ing of two wards, one called the common gaol, and 
the other tlie house of correction, under the superin- 
tendence of a gaoler appointed by the mayor; it » 
used only as a place of temporary confinement, prior 
to the committal of prisoners to the county gaol at 
Haverfordwest 

The LIVING consists of a consolidated rectory and 
vicarage, in the gift of the Crown ; the rectory rated 
in the King's books at £26. 10. 10., and the vicarage, 
which is discharged, at £13. 6. B. : the tithes hare 
been commuted ror a rent-chai^ of £286 ; and tbere 
is a glebe of 15 acres, which, with a house, is vaioed 
at &S per annum. The church, dedicated to St 
Mary, is a venerable and spacious structure, princi- 
pally in the early style of English architecture, witk 
a square embattled tower surmounted by a lofty 
spire, one hundred and fifty-two feet in height; 
being situated in the centre of the town, it forms a 
prominent feature in the view of it from the sea and 
the surrounding country. It was erected in the year 
1250, by Warren de Mountchensy, E^rl of Pem- 
broke, after the destruction of the town by the sons of 
Rhts ab Grufydd ; the body consists of a nave, north 
and south aisles, and a cnancel, and is ridier in 
sepulchral monuments than any church in South 
Wales, excepting the cathedrals. Of these, the most 
remarkable are ue monuments of John and Thomas 
White, brothers, and eminent merchants of this place, 
which are sumptuously embellished and elaborately 
sculptured ; each has the effigy of the deceased, in 
the costume of the time, ana in each also wrefoor 
compartments, containing those of other members d 
the family, of whom was Griffith White, mayor of 
the borough when Henry Elarl of Richmond em- 
barked at this port for the continent, and to whom, 
after his accession to the throne, that monarch, in 
recompense for his services, granted a lease of all 
the crown lands in the vicinity of the town. The 
western entrance to the church is beneath an arch 
surmounted with the inscription, in characters of the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century, •** Benedidus D(»i»' 
nus in Domis Suis" The ceiling of the nave is of 
neatly carved wainscot, and that of the chancel is of 
wainscot much more richly ornamented. According 
to Mr. Fenton, three chantry priests were appointed 
to officiate in this church, one at the altar of ^^^ 
another at that of St. Anne, and a third at the ^Bood 
of Grace;" for which services lands, producing ft^ 
that time £13. 3. per annum, together with thirteen 
shillings and fourpence for lamps, were settled on ^.^ 
church* There are places of worship for Calvinlstic 
and Wesleyan Methodists; and a building on the 
pier, said to have been dedicated to St. Juiiaiif and 
used as an oratory, in Roman Catholic times, by 
seamen, prior to their setting out on a voyage^ u 
occasionally used by the dissenters as a marine cha- 
pel, A National school^ containing about 140 chil- 
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dren, is entirely supported hj subscription^ and held 
in rooms, towards the erection of which the Incor- 
porated Society granted £35. There are aba five 
day schools, in which about 85 children are taufi^bt at 
their parents' expense : and two Sunday schoob are 
gratuitously conducted by dissenters; one contains 
about 45 males and females, books being provided 
bv collections and donations; and in the other are 
about 35. 

An hetpital in the town^ dedicated to St Mary 
Magdalene, was founded at a very early period, but 
by whom b unknown : about the year 1^36, it was 
endowed by Gilbert Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, 
with lands for tbe relief oi the lepers therein, and 
its revenue at tbe dissolutron was valued at £3. 5. 
Queen Elizabeth, in the 23rd year of her reign, 
vested them in the corporation, in trust for the benefit 
of the poor; and in the 43Fd of the same reign, by 
an act of parliament for the better regubtien and 
support of the poor, these estates were transferred 
from the former trustees to the overseers and church- 
wardens of the parbh of St. Mary, Tenby. The 
present income b about £14 per annum ; but on tbe 
expiration of the leases, which were granted many 

¥^ars since, the revenue will be much increased, 
wo marks, or £1. 6. 8. per annum, are paid to the 
poor in a monthly gift of bread, by the proprietor of 
the estate of St. Botolph's, in the parisub of Steyn- 
ton; being a bequest made, about tne year 1633, by 
RidiardBudd^ in consideration of hb having^ been 
saved from shipwreck by taking refuge within Tenby 
pier. Willkan Ritamy in 1633^ bequeathed £50, and 
£200, to be lent without interest to, and to provide 
coal for, the poor, and for putting out apprentices; 
which sums are now lost, having been improvidently 
lent; as was likewise a bequest of £10, by Thomat 
Barretj in 1623* Dr. John Jones left in trust to hb 
brother, the Rev. WilUam Jones, certain property, 
to be applied to such charitable uses as he might 
think proper; and, in 1703, the latter gentleman ap- 

I)ropriated £413^ to be vested in the purchase of 
and, now producing £63. 1. per annum, for appren- 
ticing children, ana towards the maintenance of such 
Eersons as cannot support their families by their own 
tbour; to which purpose b also applied the interest 
of a bequest of £40, by Anne HUchingSj in 1813. 
Of the charities adminbtered by the corporation, the 
principal are a bequest of £250, by Abra Batoeny in 
1679, another of £40, by Mrs. Anne Uoydy and a 
third of £6, by Mrs. Hunt; with which certain lands 
were purchased, now yielding £27 per annum, the 
chief part of whidi is divided among three aged na- 
tives of the town, and the residue amon^ the poor 
generally ; together with the produce of £&0y left by 
Mary Lewisy in 1783, in money and bread. The 
charities under the control of the churchwardens, 
exclusively of Budd's gift, noticed above, consist of 
donations in bread, arising from s6me small bequests 
for the purpose, U^ether with a church property of 
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£57» 2; 2. per annum, the rents of ten houses and 
several doses of knd; and among the overseers^ 
charities, besides the hospital lands, are some fields 
in Knowle Park, purchased many years since with a 
bequest of £50, by T/iomas Wyatty in 1644, and now 
let at £15 per annum; and a rent of £2« 16. from 
Upper Cwm Park, bought with bequests of £10, by 
Elizabeth Pinty in 1656, and £45, by Anthony Wih 
liamsy in 1696. There are abo funds for the repair 
and maintenance of the quay> pier, and harbour, 
oonsbting of nominal rents for nouses, stores, and 
pieces of land, near the shore and in other parts oi 
the town. 

The remains of the ancient castle are very con- 
siderable, though mostly in a dilapidated condition. 
The fortress once comprised within its defences the 
whole of the little rocky peninsula which, projecting 
eastward from the eastern extremity of the town, 
forms the southern limit of the small bay of Tenby; 
but the only portions now sufficiently entire to con- 
vey any idea of its original strength and importance 
are, a bastion and a square tower, which are in 
tolerable preservation^ some portions of the walb, 
and the principal gateway entrance. The state 
apartments mav still be traced among the ruins, and 
they exhibit the appearance of a splendid baronial 
residence, rather tnan the features of a military for- 
tress. On the north of the grand entrance are the 
ruins of a once stately hall, a nundred feet in length, 
and twentv feet wide ; and near the gateway are the 
remaina of another apartment, eighty feet long, and 
thirty wide; attachea to which are smaller rooms, 
that appear to have been offices atMl barracks for 
the garrison: a portion of the keep also remaiqs, 
occupying the most elevated part ot the castle hill, 
and has an appearance of great antiquity. The 
ameient wallsy by which the town was surrounded, 
are still in some places entire : the path along their 
sumaut, from the northern extremity of the fortifica- 
tions to the south gate> may be traced; and the 
pointed arches by which the platform for manning 
the battlements was supportea are also discernible. 
There yet remain two of the towers by which they 
were defended, the battlements of which are sup- 
ported by corbeb ; and likewise the south gate, sur- 
mounted by a low semicircular bastion of great 
strength: and besides these, some other towers of 
smaller dimensions, chiefly circubr, and a square 
turret near the eastern extremity, are in tolerable 
preservation. Several of the towers are ridily man- 
tled with ivy, and the whole convey an imposing 
idea of the ancient strength and importance of thb 
fortress* 

Numerous specimens of old domestic architecture, 
formerly exbting in the town, have been removed 
within the last few years, for tbe purpose of widen- 
ing the streets, and otherwbe improving the town ; 
but there are sufficient remaining to give some idea 
of the style prevailing in it during its occupation by 
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the Flemings; and sereral beautiful engravings of 
remains of early military and domestic architecture, 
D«w entirely destroyed, are preserred in the ^* Etch- 
ings of Tenby/* by C. Norrts, £sq^ published in 
1812* Among the ecclesiastical establishments that 
existed at the place were, an hospital or free chapel, 
dedicated to St John the Baptist, and founded by 
Wiliian de Valence, which, at the dissolution, had 
an endowment of £9. & 2. for an officiating priest; 
and a conveut instituted by John de Swinemor, in 
1399, for Carmelite fri«rs, and in honour of St 
Mary. Near the coast to the east of the town are 
several gentlemerCs seats^ some of them of very an- 
cient date ; among whidi are, CiWetty, Hen Castle, 
Merrixton, BonviUe's Court, and Amroath Castle. 
To seaward are some insulated rocks of romantic 
character, in which curious natural caverns have been 
excavated by the action of the winds and tides; some 
of these are accessible on foot at low water, and one, 
off the Castle point, called St Catherine's island, has 
been completely perforated by the force of the waves, 
and presents a very interesting appearance: about 
two miles from the main land is Caldey Island, which 
is described under its own head. Robert Loughor^ 
LL.D.i distinguished by his literary attainments, 
and by the offices which he filled in the universitv of 
Oxford, was bom at this town, where he died in 
1585. Robert Record^ M.D.^ also a native of Tenby, 
is mentioned by George Owen, as having been 
greatly renowned for his works on cosmography, 
arithmetic, and geometry ; he died in the reign of 
Queen Mary. 

THOMAS* (ST.), a township, forming that 
part of the parish of Swansea which is in the hun- 
dred of Llangyvslach, in the union of Swansea, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales, half a mile 
(e.) from Swansea; and containing 683 inhabitants* 
This place, which within the last few years has 
greatly increased in population and importance, is 
situated on the left bank, and near the mouth, of the 
river Tawy, across which there is a ferry to the town 
of Swansea, on the opposite bank, bnt which, during 
the whole of the interval from two hours before tiU 
two hours after the time of low water, is fordable. 
Oonsiderable alterations have been made here, under 
the provisions of an act of parliament for improving 
the narbour of Swansea ; oi which the principal are, 
the construction of the eastern pier, extendmg six 
hundred yards across the mouth of the Tawy, and 
inclosing a capacious basin, which at high water has 
a noble appearance ; and the formation w Port Ten- 
nant, the private property of H. T. Tennant, Esq., 
by whom it was projected, and at whose sole expense 
it was completed. Tliis latter consists of a dock 
capable of receiving vessels of two hundred tontf 
burthen, communicadne with the Swansea and Neath 
Junction canal, formed by the same gentleman, which 
extends hence to the village of Cadoxton, about a 
mile above Neath, where it joins the Ne^th canal, 
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thus providing a cheap means of ecmveyance betveeir 
Port Tennant and a large district abounding witk 
coal and culm, which are brought down the canal and 
here shipped. The- hamlet includes a portion of tke 
Cremlyn Burrows, an extensive marsh stretcking^ 
along the coast, and bounded on the south by Swao- 
sea bay. It formerly contained a chapel of ease to 
the mother church of St Mary, in Swansea, but, from 
the encroachment of the sea on tliis part of tke 
coast, the site cannot now be distinguished. The 
seat Tan-y-Grai^ is pleasandy situated within its 
limits; and it is mcluaed within the electoral limilB 
of the borough of Swansea, as defined by the act of 
1832, to ** Amend the Representation." 

THOMAS' (ST.), a hamlet, in that part of tk 
parish of St. Thomas, Haverfordwest, whidi is is 
the hundred of Rhos, county of Pembroke, Sooth 
Waxes, 1^ mile (s.w.) from Haverfordwest; con- 
taining 160 inhabitants. The road to Herbrendstoo 
passes through it ; and on the west it ia bounded by 
a stream that flows into the Western Cleddy nnr* 
Of its rateable annual value the return made amouali 
to £927. la 

THREAP-WOOD, an extra-paroefaial distrid, 
in the union of Wrexham, said to be partly inchided 
in the hundred of Broxton, county of Chestsb, 
but chiefly in that of Maelor, county of Flint, 
North Wales, 3 miles (w. s. w.) from Malpss; 
containing in the Welsh portion, 126 inhabitaotei 
It is surrounded by the parishes of Malpas, Hanmer, 
and Worthenbury, and, until of late years, formed 
a tract of waste common, which, on account of its ex- 
tra-parochial exemption from all local jurisdictioD) 
was lonfj^ the resort of abandoned characters of evei^ 
description. For the purposes of the Militia act it 
was annexed to Worthenbury^ and by the Mutiny act 
was connected with Malpas; but the inhabitants, 
considering themselves beyimd Ae reach of aU legal 
authority, opposed, eren with force, the execntioii of 
the assise ana other laws within their precinct Soine 

J ears since, however, a chapel was erected, which 
eing endowed, in 1817, with £1800 parliamentory 
grant, the living is now a perpetual curacy, with s 
net income of £87, in the gift of the Bishop of 
Chester. There are three in&nts* schools^ in woicb 
from 20 to 60 children are taufi^t at the expense of 
their parents ; and many from this place attend Loid 
Kenyon's school in the parish of Hanmer. 

TlR.ESGOB(TlR-YR-ESGOB), withBH^ft- 
MAEN, a hamlet, in that part of the parish of Llak- 
DiLo- Vawr which is in tne lower division of the han- 
dred of Perveth, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 1 mile (n. by s.) from Llaadilo-Vawr,* ooo- 
taining 590 inhabitaats. It is situated on the western 
bank of the river Towy; and the road from lian^}^ 
Vawr to Llangadock passes through it, in a dire<^<>>^ 
parallel with that stream. There is a day school, in 
which about 40 children are instructed at their parents 
expense; and four Sunday schools, two gratuitoasly 
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conducted by Calvinistic Methodists^ and two by In* 
dependents, together contain !2dO males and females. 

TIR-I VAN (TliUIEUAN), a townshij), in that 
part of the parish of Yspytty-Ivan which is in the 
hundred of Isaled, union of Llanrwbt, county of 
Denbigh, North Wales, 2 miles (s. s. w.) from 
Pentre-Voelas ; oontaininff 268 inhabitants. It is 
Bitoaled near the source wibe river Conway, on the 
borders of Carnarvonshire and Merionethshire, where 
the mountains form elevated and extensive wastes» 
£roai which descend numerous streams. The name 
signifies the s^ound or territory of leuan, and is de* 
lived from the circumstance of the Knights of Su 
Jijim of Jerusalem having had an Hospitium here* 
The rateable annual value is returned at £612. 

TIRMYNYCH (TlR-Y-MYNEICH), atown- 
ship, in the parish of Llanvihangel- Geneu'r- 
Glth, union of Aberystwith, upper division of the 
hundred of Geneu'r-Glyn, county of Cardigan, 
South Wales; containing 276* inhabitants, who 
are exdusivelv employed in agriculture. Here is a 
Sunday school, in which 35 males and females are 
gratuitously instructed. 

TIR-ROSSER (TlR-RHdS-HlR), with 
Blaenau, a hamlet, in the parish of Llandebie, 
hundred of Iscennen, county of Carmarthen, 
South Wales: the population is included in the 
return for the parish. The name signifies *^ the long 
narshy ground," and is descriptive of the situation 
of diis Immlet among the streams ivhidi unite to form 
the Loughor river. 

TtRYMYNACH (TlR-Y-MYNEICH), a 
hamlet, in the parish of Guilsfield, hundred of 
Pool, county of Montgombrt, North Wales, 6 
miles (e.) from Welshpool: the population is included 
in the return for the parish. The name implies 
*< the Monks' Ch*ound,'' and is derived from the cir- 
cumstance of the hamlet having at one time formed 
a part of the possessions of the abbev of Strata Mar- 
celh, in the neighbouring parish of"^ Welshpool. A 
fKnrtion, amounting to a^ut five hundred acres, is 
tithe-free ; the tithes of the remainder have been 
commuted for a reut'charg^ of £163, of which 
£121. 10. are payable to the Dean and Chapter of 
Christ Church, Oxfsrd, and £41. 10. to the vicar of 
Guilsfield. The surrounding country is well culti- 
vated, and productive. 

TlR.Y-BRENKEN(TlR.Y-BRENIN),ajoifit 

•hamlet, with Briskedwin, in the parish of Llak- 

DEiLO, hundred of Swansea, oounW of Glamorgan, 

South Wales, 7 miles (n. n. w.) from Swansea : the 

population is included in the return for the parish. 

% The road from Swansea to Carmarthen passes through 

- this hamlet, in which are a few respecteUe residences. 

TOWYN (TYWYN-MEIRIGNYDD), a 
market-town and parish, in the union of Machyn- 
lleth, hundred of Estimaner, county of Merion- 
eth, North Wales, 16 miles (s. w.) from Dol^ 
<gelley, and 221 (w.N.w.) from Lradon; containing 
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2906 inhabitants. This town is beautifully situated 
at the distance of about a mile from the sea-coast, 
near the mouth of the river Dysyni, in a small and 
pleasant vale, watered by that stream, and on .the 
verg^ of a tract which once formed a very extensive 
morass, but which has lately been secured bv an em- 
bankment from the inundation of the tide. The 
surrounding scenery, which is strikinfi^ly diversifiedt 
combines features of romantic grandeur with pic- 
turesque beauty : the town is sheltered in the rear 
by a distant chain of lofty mountains, among which 
the summits of Cader Idris appear with nu^esUe 
grandeur ; and in front it commands a fine expansive 
view over the bay of Cardigan. The houses, which 
are of respectable appearance, are built principally of 
the coarse grey stone found in the neighbourhood ; 
and the general appearance of the place is neat and 
prepossessing. The fine beach near the town, being 
remarkably convenient for sea-bathing, has made it 
the resort during the summer of numerous visiters, 
chiefly from Lhuudloes, Newtown, Montgomery^ 
&C.; and valetudinarians are also attracted hither 
by a well, called St. Cadvan's, in a field below the 
church, much celebrated for the cure of rheumatic^ 
scrofulousy and cutaneous disorders, and which for- 
flierly was quite open, but for the better accom- 
modation of the puolic has been inclosed, and made 
into two baths, each about six feet square, with four 
dressing-rooms attached ; the whole under the care of 
a person appointed for the purpose. Several ira^ 
provements have taken place in the town within the 
last few years; some new houses have been erected, 
and a line of road has been constructed, formiiig an 
easier approach. The sands are firm and smooth, 
and the ride or drive over them to Aberdovev, a 
rising villafi^e about four miles di^ant, especially at 
low water, is very pleasant. A beautiful line of road 
to that interesting spot has been constructed under 
the auspices of Athektan Corbet, Esq., whose seat ia 
near the town, and is continued from that place .to 
Pennal, affording an extensive ride through a tract 
of country abounding with picturesque scenery, and 
commanding views of Snowdon, Aran Mowddwv, 
Cader Idris, and Plinlimmon. Races were formerly 
held on the marsh below the town, on the 6th and 
7th of September, and were in general well attended 
by the gentry of Uie neighbourhood, and by visitecs 
at the watering-places on this part of the coast: vthey 
are now held near Aberdovey. 

The PARISH, which comprises a wide district of 
about thirty thousand acres, is bounded on the north 
by the river Dysyni, on the south by the Dovey* 
on the west by Cardigan bay, and on the east by the 
.parishes of Talvll^ and Pennal. It extends eight 
or nine miles in length, and from five to six i|i 
breadth, indudinfl^, besides the Vale of Diywni, a 
large tract of land on the banks of the river Doveyi 
-and reaching to within a very short distance of th^ 
^ureh of rennal. The surfoce is greatly diveisi- 
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(led, and the high grounds above Talgarth, Penmaeii 
Dovey, and the town, embrace fine prospects of the 
vales of Dovey, Pennal, and Dysyni, with the sur- 
rounding hills and Cardigan bay ; the soil is various. 
Some copper and lead mines, within its limits, have 
been let by their proprietor to a company in London; 
and there are slate quarries near the port of Aber- 
dovey, which is described under its appropriate head. 
Webs and flannels are manufactured in various parts 
of the parish, affording employment to a portion of 
the inhabitan^ts. The market is on Friday ; and fairs 
are held on March 16th, May i4th, September 17th, 
and November 18th. Towyn is one of the places at 
which the poll is appointed to be taken in the election 
of the parliamentary representative of the county. 

The LIVING consists of a rectory and a vicarage : 
die rectory, which is an appropriation annexed to the 
bishopric of Lichfield, by a forced exchange in the 
reign of Edward VI., is rated in the king's books 
at £60. 13. 4.; and the vicarage, which is dis- 
eharged, is rated at £6. 13. 4., and is of the net an- 
nual value of £224, with a glebe-house, and in the 
patronage of the Bishop of Bangor. The tithes 
nave been commuted for a rent-charge of £980, of 
which a sum of £800 is payable to the Bishop of 
Lichfield, and £180 to the vicar. The churchy dedi- 
cated to St. Cadvan, a native of Armorica, who came 
to Britain, with other religious missionaries, about 
the commencement of the sixth century, and is said 
to have been afterwards abbot of Bardisey, is a spa- 
cious and ancient cruciform structure, in the Norman 
style of architecture; it contains some very old 
monuments, and on the north side of the chance], 
under arched canopies, are the effigies of two persons, 
of whom one, wrapped in a winding-sheet, is sup- 
posed to be that of Cadvan, and the other, in armour, 
to be that of Grufydd ab Adda, of Dolgoch, in this 
parish. There is also a stone, seven feet and a 
naif long, having sculptured upon it a cross and an 
inscription on each side, in very andent characters, 
and so mutilated as to be illegible ; it is called St 
Cadvan's Stone, and formerly stood erect against a 
tomb in the churchyard, thought to cover the re- 
mains of that saint In the cemetery was also another 
upright stone rudely carved, which commemorated 
some warrior. There are places of worship for Inde- 
pendents, and Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. 
Lady Moyer, in 1717, gave £400 tnree and a half 
per cent consols, for the foundation and endowment 
of a school, which was further endowed, in the same 
year, by Athehtan Oweriy Esq.^ with £4 per annum ; 
21 children are gratuitously instructed, and about 
30 others paid for by their parents; the master's 
salary amounts to £10. 15., under the endowments. 
There are three other day schools, in which about 
150 children are taught at the expense of their 
parents; also two boarding-schools, one of which 
contains 10 boys and the other 10 girls. Eleven 
Sunday schools also, each of which contains from 50 
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to 60 males and females, are conducted by grattnlow 
teachers; one in eomiexion with the Established 
Church, and die other ten appertaining to dissenters. 
Almshouses in the village for five widows wen 
founded and endowed with lands, now prodadog £20 
a year, by Mrs. Anne Otoen. From the Jtev, Edward 
Morgan^ i charity at Llangelynin 20«. per aoDum 
are received, and distribtHed on "EasXer Monday, 
among such poor people and children as can beat 
repeat the Church -catediism. In the township of 
Is-yr-Avon, Lewis Hoyd^ Esq.^ of Dol-y-Cletor, 
county of Cardigan, bequeathed, in 1691, a tenement 
and land, designated Abergroes, ooodsdng, vith 
mountain, of 128a. Or. 35/?., and paying £15 per 
annum rent, for the benefit exclusively of the poor 
of the township ; and the commissioners of charides 
lately directed that this benefieu;tion, together wid 
23«., the produce of others in the township of Cynval 
Vawr, should in future be applied to the support of s 
school in the former. 

On the contracted summit of an inmiense rocl:;^ 
rising to a considerable elevation from the vale in 
which the town is situated, are some remains^ of an 
ancient casiU of great strength, the fortifications of 
which comprehend the entire summit of the eini- 
nence ; one of the apartments, thirty-six feet in dia- 
meter, WQ3 hewn out of the solid rock. This forti- 
fication, which is called Tebeni, Mr. Pennant con- 
jectures to have been the strong castle of Bere, fof- 
tified by Davydd ab Grufydd, which was taken, in 
1283, by William de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, a 
short time prior to the entire subjugation of ^^ 
principality oy Edward 1., by which monarch it was 
committed to the custody of Kobert Fitz- Walter, who 
at the same time obtained the privilege of huntii^ la 
the circumjacent eountry. The Roman road nom 
Cevn Caer, a Roman station in the parish of Pesnaly 
to the village oi Carreg, on the opposite bank of the 
river Dovey, passes trough the parish, near Talr 

Sirth. Close to this place a batUe was fought between 
e Welsh partisans of the house of Lancaster, under 
the command of Thomas ab Grufydd ab Nicholas, of 
Dynevor, and those of the house of York, under 
Henry ab Gwilym, of Court Henry, one of the Ean 
of Pembrdse's captains, in which the former gained 
a decisive victory. Here also the same Thomas A 
Grufydd encountered in single combat David 
Gough, a near kinsman of Matthew Gough, a cele- 
brated warrior in the reigns of Henry V. and VI^ 
whom he slew. A tumulus in the grounds of Tal- 

¥urth is said to have been raised over the body of 
homas ab Grufydd, and some of his followers, who 
were murdered while asleep on the spot, by a ^J^^ 
of the adherents of the vanquished. At a small dis- 
tance from the town is Ynysymaengw^ the seat of 
A. Corbet, Esq., a noble mansion, pleasantly ^}^ 
ated in grounds tastefully laid out, comprehending 
much beautiful scenery, and embellished with tion- 
rishing plantations and timber of andeat growtbi 
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•mong which is an evergreen oak, considered to be 
the finest tree of its kuid in the kingdom. The 

Srdens rank among the first in the principality, 
ing very extensive, and containing numerous very 
curious rare trees and phmts. This seat, during the 
parliamentary war, was burnt to the ground, to pre* 
vent its affording any shelter to the parliament's 
forces; and on a farm in the immediate vicinity, 
called Bryn Castell, is a circular mound of earth, near 
which, a few years since, the half of a cannon ball, 
weighing seven lb., was found, which is now in the 
possession of Mr. Corbet At Ddlgdch is a small but 
very picturesque waterfalL Craig^y^Deryny or " the 
Rock of Birds,'' about four miles firom Towyn, up the 
Vale of Dysynni, derives its name from the number of 
birds that shelter in its crevices during the night; 
the scenery around it is extremely wild and romantic, 
and the discordant clamour which announces their 
retreat to this sequestered spot adds greatly to the 
effect of the scene. Its summit was once occupied 
by an ancient fortress or strong-hold, of which there 
are some vestiges; and several others of the same 
kind, occupying similar situations, are found near 
this part of the coast 

TRAIAN-GLAS, a township, in the parish of 
Lltwel, hundred of Devynock, union ana county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 12 miles (w. n. w.) 
from Brecknock; containing 625 inhabitants. On 
the west it is bounded by the Blade Mountains on 
the border of Carmarthenshire, across which the road 
from Llandovery to Tr^castle passes, and thence 
descends into a rich vale near the head of the river 
Usk, which rises not fi^r distant, and flows through 
the township; there are some agreeable residences 
in the vale. The rateable annual value is £2870 ; 
the tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge 
of £248, of which two-thirds are payable to the 
Precentor and Chapter of St David's, and one-third 
to the vicar of Lly weL Three Sunday schools, con- 
taining about 200 males and females, are gratuitously 
conducted by dissenters. 

TRAIAN-MAWR, a township, in the parish 
of Llywel, hundred of Devynock, union and county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 10 miles (n. w. 
bv w.) from Brecknock; containing 703 inhabitants. 
The township occupies a mountainous district on the 
borders of Carmartnenshire ; and is returned at the 
rateable annual value of £2062. Here are two day 
schools, in which about 55 children are taught at the 
expense of their parents, and by charity ; and three 
Sunday schools, gratuitously conducted, and contain* 
ing about 300 males and females ; two in connexion 
with the Established Church, the other with Calvin* 
istic Methodists. The tithes have been commuted 
for a rent-charge of £183. 10., of which two-thirds 
are payable to the Precentor and Chapter of St 
David's, who have also a glebe of 12 acres, valued 
at £16 per annum, and one-third to the vicar of 
Llywel. 
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TRALLONG (TRALLWNG), a parish, in 
the hundred of Merthtr-Cynog, union and county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 5^ miles (w. by n.) 
from Brecknock ; containing 284 inhabitants. This 
parish is bounded on the south by the river Usk, 
and on the east by the stream Bran, which separates 
it from the adjacent parish of Aberyscir; and is also 
watered by the little river CilienL It is surrounded 
by the parishes of Llywel, Devynock, Aberyscir, and 
Llanvibangel-Nant-Bran ; sAd contains from 8000 to 
4000 acres, nearly equally divided between arable and 
pasture, with a large portion of woodland ; the soil is 
composed partly of gravel and clay, and produces 
different sorts of corn, but chiefly barley and oats ; 
the prevailing timber consists of oak, ash, and fir, and 
the scenery in several situations is very beautiful. It 
is said to have been at an early period entirely co- 
vered with woodfi^ which were frequented by wild 
boars. The surface is undulated, and in some parts 
hilly; and the great road from London, through 
Brecknock, to Milford passes within half a mile to 
the south of the parish, the rateable annual value of 
which has been returned at £1817. 

Trallong constitutes a prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Brecknock, rated in the king's books at 
£7. 0. 7., and in the gift of the Bishop of St David's. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with £600 
royal bounty; net income, £59, arising principally 
from three fiEirms, containing 250 acres, in the pa- 
rishes of Merthyr-Cynog, Llandevalley, and Llan* 
thew, respectively; patron and appropriator, Pre- 
bendary in the Collegiate Church of Brecknock, but 
the last presentation, in 1815, was by the Bishop^ 
in virtue of lapse, as the lessee of the tithes also 
elaimed the right. The church, dedicated to St. 
David, is a pbin ancient edifice, about 120 feet 
long by 20 broad, and contains 38 pews, 12 of which 
are free. There is a place of worship for Welsh 
Calvinbtic Methodists. A school, containing about 
40 children daily and 45 on Sundays, is supported 

?artly bv a donation of £5 per annum from the Rev« 
f r. Williams, of Abercamlais, and one of £6 from 
Penry Williams, Esq., of Penpont, and partly by 
payments from the parents; and there is also a 
Sunday school, in which about 55 males and females 
are gratuitously taught by the Methodists. On a 
hill at the eastern extremity of the parish are the re* 
mains of a British fortification, called Twyn-y-Gaer, 
overlooking the river Usk, on the other side of which 
is another of the same appellation, crowning the 
summit of a hill in the parisn of Llanspy tbid, directly 
opposite to the former, from which it is about a mile 
and a half distant The celebrated Owain lolo Goch 
is said to have been buried in a field in the parish 
that still retains his name. 

TRALLWMGOLLEN, a township, in the pa- 
rish and hundred of Welshpool, union of Forden, 
county^ of Montgomery, NorthWales: the popu* 
lation is included in the return for the parish. Ihia 
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townships together with those of Tyddyn-Pridd, 
Dysserth, and Siredal* Veefaan, forms the upper divi- 
sion of the parish ; and the whole is returned of the 
rateable annual value of £5158. 

TRANE, a hamlet, in the parish of Llantris- 
8ENT) hundred of Miskin, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales: the population is included in the 
return for the parish. 

TRAWSCOED, a hamlet, in the parish of 
Carno, lower division%f the hundred of Llanid- 
loes, county of Montgomery, North Wales; 
containing 374 inhabitants. The name of this place 
implies that it was formerly well wooded; but the 
mountains now afford only herbage for sheep, and 
the valleys are chiefly under tillage. 

TRAWSCOED, a hamlet, in the parish of 
Llanyre, hundred of Rhaiadr, county of Rad* 
NOR, South Wales, 5 miles (n.) from Builth: 
the population is included in the return for the 
parisL It takes its name, which signifies ^^the 
cross wood," from having formerly abounded with 
timber, and is situated between the rivers Wye and 
Ithon, near where the latter flows into the R>rmer. 
These rivers are crossed by two bridges, that over 
the Ithon being on the line of road between Builth 
and Rbaiadr, which passes through the hamlet along 
the banks of the Wye, and is remarkable for its pic- 
turesque views. 

TRAWSVYNYDD (TRAWS-FYNYDD), a 
parish, in the union of Festiniog, hundred of 
Ardudwy, county of Merioneth, North Wales, 
12 miles (n. by w.) from Dolgelley; containing 
1545 inhabitants. This parish is surrounded by those 
of Maentwrog, Llandecwyn, Llanvachreth, and Llan- 
ycil, and is of large extent, being estimated to con* 
tain 25,000 statute acres, and to extend 10 miles in 
length by 8 in breadth. Throughout, it is exceed- 
ingly mountainous ; and is intersected by the turn- 
f)ike-road from Dolgelley to Tan-y-Bwlcb, at which 
ast is the post-office, the road passing through the 
village, which is situated on an eminence in an ex- 
posed and hilly district. Considerably more than 
one-half of the parish consists of barren and unculti- 
vated hills, affording only scanty pasturage for sheep 
and young cattle. The surrounding country is strik- 
ingly vaned, presenting in some parts the dreary 
wildness of rugged mountain scenery, in others the 
softer features of rural beauty, combined with objects 
of picturesque and romantic grandeur. The lake 
called Rathlyn is a fine sheet of water, noted for a 
peculiar species of perch, having the lower extremity 
of the back-bone strangely distorted : the interestibg 
waterfalls of Pistyll Caen and Pistyll Mawddach, in 
the parish, have been described m the article on 
Ddlgelley. Fairs, which are in general well attended, 
are held here on April 23rd and September 29th, for 
horses, cattle, and pedlery; and at Fenystryd, in the 
parish, others take place on AuguiBt 17th and Sep- 
tember 2lstk 
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The living is a diseharged rectory, n^ in tke 
king's books at £8. 12. 1.; patron^ Bishop oC Be- 
gor : the tithes have been conraaiited for a reel- 
charge of £280 ; and there is a glebe of half an acR, 
valued at lOs. per annum ; with a ^lebe-honse. Tke 
church, dedicated to St Madryn, is an ancient stnH- 
ture, in the early style of English architectnie, ■ 
rather a dilapidated state. There are places of wti- 
diip for Independents and Calvinistic and Weflieyn 
Methodists. A dav school, containing three ehildreS} 
is endowed with the interest of j£40, bequeathed W 
Richard fLd wards, of Moelvryn, for the edncatiooof 
the poor children of this and the adjoining panskif 
Llandecwyn ; anodier affords instruction ~ to aboit 
twenty children at die expense of their pareats; ui 
six Sonday schools also are gratuitoosly conducted 
bv various denominations of dissenters, and eootaii 
about five hundred males and females. David Lloyd, 
in 1686, bequeathed £20 to the poor, the pn>da<!eof 
which has been in abeyance since 181^; Robot 
Roberts, in 1756, gave £12 to be distributed in 
bread ; and Mrs. Jones, near Corwen, and her 
daughter-in-law, bequeathed £180, with whidi a 
house and field in the village of Trawsvynydd were 
purchased, now yielding a rent of £8. 10., wbid 
agreeably with the directions of the donors, are appro- 
priated to the annual distribution of £4, in sums of 
five shillings each, to sixteen poor women, aod tie 
remaining £4. 10. to the apprenticing of a boy (HKe 
in two years. 

There are some remains of an ancient fortress called 
Castell Prvsor, the name of which implies its b»7 
erection ; it is of small extent, and occupied a sitn- 
ation in a pass between tlie hills on the left of the 
road from Trawsvynydd to Bala. The origin c£ti'^ 
fortress, which is built of stone without any cement 
is not precisely known ; but, from the discovery of 
several urns and coins near the site, it is supposed to 
have been either built or occupied by the KomaDs; 
and part of a Roman road, now termed "the Sara 
Helen," which is still visible at no great distance, is 
some degree corroborates this opinion* On a b^ 
in the parish, designated Ll^ch Idris, is Bedd ForoS) 
or "the grave of rorus,* over which is a flat stone 
with the inscription " Porus hie m iumulojaeitj hot^ 
XHanus fait. 1275." Near this is an upright stoD«^ 
styled LlSefa Idris, from whidi the farm takes its 
name, and concerning which there is a legend stado^ 
it to have derived diat appellation from Idrisa gisn^j 
but it appears to be simplv one of those momuneDtal 
stones so frequently founa in this country. ^'^ "J 
the Sam Helen are several tumuli, in one of whi» 
were found five urns, and several fragments oi bricW 
that had been placed round them to protect them 
from injury ; there is also it tumulus on a fhrsi deno- 
minated Gw^^nvynydd. Hundphrev Lloyd, Bishop 
of Bangor, was bom at Bodyvudda, in the pariA 
about the year 1600 ; and Sien and Rh^s CaiO) botb 
eminent bards, were also natives of the parish* 
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TR^BRYS (TRiV-BRYS), a townriiip, iii 
that part of the parish of Yspytty-Ivan whieh is in 
the handred of Isalbd, union of Llanrwst, county 
of Denbigh, North Walbs ; eontaining 15^ in- 
habitants. This township, whiekis sometimes called 
Prees Uchd, lies near the head of the rirer Clettwr, 
on the border of Meriosethshirey in a monntainons 
district, and on the road from Corwea to Llanrwst* 
Its rateable annual vahie is returned at £450. A 
Sunday school is held in a meeting-house of Inde-^ 
pendents, in whicb about sixty or seventy males and 
females assemble to instruct eadi other in reading 
the Bible in their native language^ 

TR&CASTELL, with Llanixuan^ a hamlet, 
in the parish of Llanarthnby, hundred of Is- 
CENNEN, county of Carmarthbk, South Wales, 
5 miles (E.) from Garmartfaen : the population is in- 
cluded in the return for the parish. . It is situated on 
die left bank of the river Towy, and the road from 
Llandilo-Vawr to Carmarthen passes throogfa it* At 
Capel Dewi was anciently m chapeU 

TR&CASTLE, a detached portion of the bo- 
rough of Brecknock, locally in the parish of Llt- 
WEL, hundred of Devtmock, county of Brecknock, 
South Wales, 11 miles (w; by k.) from Brecknock ; 
containing 33 inhabitants. This place derives its 
name from an ancient castle, said to have formeriy 
existed here ; but by whom it was erected, or at what 
time, cannot be clearly ascertained, neither are there 
at present any vestiges of it, except an artificial 
mound or tumulnaon the northern side of the. turn- 

? ike-road, wliich is supposed t» have been it* site. 
^he origin of the place is involved in great obscu-* 
rity, nor has it been satisfactorily shown by what 
means it became a part of the borough of Brecknock, 
from which it was separated, as regards municipal 
jurisdiction, on the recent abridgment of tiie limits of 
that town. It is conjectured that, having formed 
part of the lands of Idio Wy Ik, son-in-law of Bleddyn 
ab Maenaroh, it fell, with the other territories bo^ 
longing to that family, b^ Bernard Newmaroh, and 
thus becoming connected with ^Brecknock, the . head 
of that baron's possessions, it continued to form part 
of the great lordship of Brecknock, from which it 
was not divided even when,- in the reign of Henry 
VIII., Brecknock first became shire ground. The 
present small village of Tricastle seems to. have 
formed the old town of Lluel, orLlywel, under which 
name it is frequei^y mentioned in the charter of 
Brecknock. It is situated on the northern bank of 
the Usk, on the hiffh road from Brecknock to Llan- 
dovery and Milford, and consistsofaduster of seve- 
ral houses, amonr which is a good inu'and postings 
bouse, from which it derives aU the little importance 
it possesses. Fairs. are held on January 17th, April 
5th, May 21st, August 14th, Nc^vember Idth, and 
December 14th. 

TRECASTLE^ a hamlet, in that part of the 
parish of Llandilo-Vawr which is. in the ' hundred 
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of IscENNEN, county of Carmarthen, SoutH 
Wales, 4 miles (s. e.) from Llandil6-Vawr; con- 
taining 378 inhabitants. In this hamlet, about two 
miles and a half to the east of the turnpike-road from 
Li&ndilo-Vawr to Swansea, stuid the picturesque 
and romantic remains of Carreg Oenoen Casde, on a 
perpendicular isolated rook, rising nearly tkcee hun- 
dred feet above the river Cennen, which flows at its 
base. The whole summit is covered by the build- 
ings, which occupy about an acre, and can only be 
approached on one side^ and with some difficulty. 
The prin<npaL entrance is at the north*east angle, 
where is an octagonal tower, protected by tivo square 
towers oa thersame side, and at the nordb-west angle 
is a round tower. In the -interior is a quadrilatend 
court,, measuring. thirty yards by twenty^five. The 
east end still exhibits the ruins of several apartments^ 
while the south side seems to have been occupied by 
the offices. But the most singular portion is the 
well, which is supposed to have su{]plied the gar* 
risen with water; the entrance to it is under a narrow 
arched way at the nortiiern edge of the clifl^ which 
leads to a gradually descending passage of unequal 
height and oreadth) lighted at intervals by. apertures 
cut outwaid .through the rock; at the distance of 
about fifty yanls is the well, coHsistiiig'Of a basin 
excavated 'ia the rock, into which the water drnosy 
but it is not capable of coatuning more than a few 
^Uons. . The situation of the castie is peculiariy 
mteresting; and though surrounded by lofty hills, 
the views from it, especially on. the rignt, where the 
Vale of the Towy presents itself,: in front that <^ 
Llangendeirn, and on tiie left the Vale of Llandebie, 
with a part of that of Loughor, are rich and varied. 
The castle is. said to have been erected by Urien 
Rheged, lord of Isoennen, a knight of King Arthur's 
round table ; the chief .drenmstanoe in its authentic 
history is its capture from the English by Rh^ 
Vychan, wliose moth^ had delivered it to them out 
of dislike to him* For want of a littie annual care 
this extremely curious fortress is rapidly falling, into 
a shapeless ruin, and irretrievable deoay. Roman 
ooins, among which have been some of the Emperor 
Domitian, are continually found in the soil at the 
foot of the rock on which the castie stands ; and an 
ancient British celt has been discovered in the im- 
mediate vidnity. 

TRfeCEVEL (TRfeF-GEFAIL), a Jiamkt^ 
in the parish of TaiftaARON, lower division of the 
hundred of Pemarth, county of Cakdioan, South 
Wales, ^ a mile (s. w.) from Tregaron; containing 
127 infaabitJOBts, who are wholly employed in agri- 
culture. It is situated on the road to Lampeter, 
whicb passes along the right bank of the Teivy, over 
which IS a bridge at this place; '> 

TRECH-GWINNON, with Miawot, a harolel, 
in the parish of Llanarthket, hundred of Iscen-« 
MEN, county of CAKMARTHEVf South Wales: the 
population ia included in the return made^ for the 
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whole parish. It is situated near the head of the 
Gwendraeth Vach river. 

TRBCLAS, with Myddvay, a hamlets in the 
parish of Llanarthney, hundred of Iscennen, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 7^ miles 
(e.) from Carmarthen : the population is included 
in the return for the whole parish. This hamlet 
is situated on the left bank of the Towy, and con- 
tains the parochial church, which stands within a 
short distance of that river, the views of which from 
this place are extremely beautiful and picturesque. 

TREDDERWEN-VAWR (TRfe-DDER- 
WEN-F6R), a hamlet, iti that part of the parish of 
Llansantfraid-yn-Mechan which is in the upper 
division of the hundred of Deythur, county of 
Montgomery, North Wales, 9 miles (n. n. e.) 
from Welshpool; containing 152 inhabitants. 

TREVGARN (GREAT), a parish, in the 
union of Haverfordwest, hundred of Rhos, 
county of Pembroke, South Wales, 3 miles (n.) 
from Haverfordwest ; containing 100 inhabitants. 
The parish is bounded on the east by Spittal and 
part of St Dogmael's, south and west by Camrhos, 
and north by Hayscastle ; and is intersected by a 
stream designated Nant-y-Coy, and from north to 
south by the Western Cleddy river, up the valley of 
which, and through the village, passes the turnpike- 
road from Haverfordwest to Fisnguard. It is com- 
puted to contain 1200 acres, including that part of 
it termed Little Trevgarn, lying east of the Cleddy ; 
700 acres are arable, 400 pasture, and ] 00 wood- 
land, chiefly oak ; and the rateable annual value is 
£290. 10. The surface is generally hilly, with a 
southern inclination, so as to command extensive 
views over the south-western part of Pembrokeshire, 
embracing St Bride's Bay and Milford Haven. Of 
the cultivated portion, consisting of a very good soil, 
the principal produce is oats, barley, and wheat; but 
the north-western part is composed chiefly of the 
Trevgarn and Leweston mountains, which form an 
elevated, heathy, and barren tract, unfit for tillage. 
Trevgarn Halt, situated a little to the west of tne 
village, is a modern seat, erected in 18*24 by the late 
proprietor, Dr. £vans, and commanding a fine and 
extensive view over the district of Rhos. 

The most remarkable natural feature of the sur« 
face, is that from which the name of the parish is 
derived, signifying *' the town of the rock,'^ and 
which consists of three separate piles of rocks, of 
striking aspect, rising perpendicularly and abruptly 
to a considerable height from the ridge of the moor, 
and presenting the appearance of rumed castles, an 
idea that seems confirmed to the eye by their being 
situated so as to command the narrow pass of the 
mountain through which the Western Cleddy here 
flows, and which, on the opposite eastern side, ex- 
hibits a fine grove, feathering down to the water's 
edge. They are of the transition formation, contain- 
ing, it is said, valuable veins, and are situated about 
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500 yards from each other, the whole chain running 
west and east, and continued on the eastern side oc 
the river Cleddy, in Little Trevg^anu The western 
or most elevated, called '* Poleg^am," viewed from 
the south-east, assumes the appearance of a ha^ 
dismantled tower, and is visible from the most dis- 
tant parts of the county ; and on a nearer approedi 
is found to consist of disrupted masses, covered with 
lichens of the most varied and vivid colours. The 
second pile, termed <* Picket-garn," exhibits the 
most irregular and grotesque forms, displaying from 
the south the aspect of a vast dilapidated castk^ 
while from the east it presents among* its outlines the 
figures of two huge lions couchant. On the northern 
side of this stupendous group, and detached from the 
great mass, is a very large equilateral and triangnlar 
stone, twenty-one feet long and five deep, supported 
by a few points of its base on a cubical block of aboat 
seven feet six inches square, the whole suggestuie 
some artificial means for its erection. The thira 
group rises in fearful grandeur from the brink of the 
Cleddy, and is intersected by the new Fishguard 
road, offering to artists from its colour, form, and 
composition, studies for striking and effective dis- 
play ; it has been surrounded bv a ditch and ram- 
part, a part of which is still remaining'. Doubts are 
entertained whether these are of Roman or British 
structure. 

The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £1. 13. 9. ; present net income, iff^f 
with a glebe-house adjacent to the church, of ample 
and convenient form, built in 1832 by the incom- 
bent ; patron, John Evans, f^q., who is lord of the 
manor, and proprietor of the whole parish. The 
church, a plain out neat edifice, measures, including 
the chancel, about sixty feet in leng^» and eighteen 
in breadth ; all the sittings are free. The old road 
to Fishguard passed over the hill, through the village 
of Trevgarn, where a tradition prevaus that it was 
once the seat of Cambrian royalty ; which receives 
some countenance from the circumstance, that m 
1798, on pulling down some buildings, used as a barn 
and out offices, the massive walls were found to be 
built upon circular arches almost buried in the earth, 
and these were supported on some rude stone co- 
lumns : on digging up the floor of the subterraneous 
pile, a quantity of coins and silver and gold trinkets 
were discovered and secreted by the persons em- 
ployed. Some old encampments were formerly 
traceable in different parts, but their defences have 
been levelled 

TRfeGARON (CARON, or TR^F-GARON), 
a market-town and parish (formerly a borough), 9nd 
the head of a union, partly in the hundred of Ihk^ 
but chiefly in the lower and upper divisions of the 
hundred of Penarth, county of Cardigan, Sout* 
Wales, 39 miles (e. by n.) from Cardigan, and 202 
(w. by N.) from London; comprbing the chapelH^ 
of Caron-Uwch-Clawdd, or Strata-Florida, and con- 
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taining 2573 inhabitants) of whom 692 are in the 
town of Tr^aron. This place is said to derire 
its name from being the burial-place of Caron, a 
Welsh king, who, from a low rituation in life, raised 
himself, by his bravery and generous deportment, to 
the sovereignty, which he hdd for seven years; after 
his death, m the year 219, he was canonized, and 
became the tutelar saint of the church. The town, 
which is small and indifferently built, presenting onlv 
the appearance of a village, is situated on the high 
road m>m Lampeter to Rhaiadr, at the south-eastern 
extremity of the parish, and on the small river Ber- 
wyn, within a short distance of its conflux with the 
Teivy, which runs about half a mile to the west; a 
newi>ridge of stone has just been erected over the 
former, at an estimated expense of £120, defrayed 
partly by subscription, and partly from the county 
rate. In the vicmity are two small lakes, one called 
Berwyn, about a mile and a half in circumference, 
which contains abundance of trout, and the other 
Maes Llyn, ** the Lake of the Field," where tradi- 
tion reports the town to have once stood ; the latter 
is situated about two miles to the east, is a mile in 
circumference, and produces trout and eels. Silver 
and lead-ore are stated to exist in small quantities in 
Cwm y Graig Goch, but the mines have not been 
worked for many years. The market is on Tuesday, 
for the sale of provisions, stockings, flannel, &c. ; 
and one annual fiEur is held on March 15th, 16th, 
and 17th, and another on the first Tuesday in May, 
chiefly for the sale of pedlery, homespun cloth, hose, 
horses, pigs, &c. Tregaron was formerly incorpo- 
rated, ana its burgesses, in common with those of 
Aberystwith, Atpar, and Lampeter, had the privilege 
of voting in the election of a parliamentary repre- 
sentative for the county town ; but, in consequence 
of some acts of corruption, it was deprived of that 
liberty by a committee of the House of Commons, 
on the 7th of May, 1730; and the only electoral 
right now exercised by the inhabitants is that of the 
freeholders in the choice of a county member, for 
which this town, by the act of 1832, to *^ Amend 
the Representation,'* is constituted a polling-place. 
It is under the jurisdiction of the county magistrates ; 
and a court leet is held twice a year by the lord of 
the manor. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £8; present net income, £156, with 
a glebe-house ; patron, Bishop of St. David's : the 
prebend of Tregaron, an impropriation formerly 
attached to the college of Llandewy-Brevi, is rated 
at £13. 6. d. The church, dedicated to St. Caron, 
is a neat structure, agreeably situated on a rocky 
elevation in the middle of the town, and consists of 
a nave, chancel, and an embattled tower sixty feet 
in height, in the later style of English architecture ; 
the churchyard contains four ancient monumental 
stones, supposed to have been set up in the sixth 
century, two of which have inscriptions. There is a 
place of worship for Welsh Calvinbtic Methodists. 
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A day school affords instruction to 40 children at 
the expense of their parents; another school, sup- 
ported by subscription, is attended by about 35 
children daily, and about 50 on Sundays ; and there 
is also a Sunday school, appertaining to Calvinistic 
Methodists, maintained by subscription, and con- 
taining 180 males and females. The poor law union, 
of which this town is the head, was formed May 
15th, 1837, and comprises the fDllowing twenty-two 
parishes and townships; namely, Tregaron, Bettws- 
Leike, Blaen-Penal, Caron-Uwcb-Clawdd, Dothie* 
Camddwr, Dothie-Pysoottwr, Gartheli, Garth with 
Ystrad, Cugian, Godwidd, Gwynvil, Upper and 
Lower Gwnnws (forming Llanwnws parish). Up- 
per and Lower LlanvihangeULIedrod, Llangeitho^ 
Llanio, Nantcwnlle, Prisk with Carvan, Llanbadarn- 
Odwynne, Yspytty-Ystwith, and Yspytty-Ystrad- 
Meuric. It is under the superintenaence of 23 
guardians, and contains a population of 10,253. 

At the distance of three miles northward from the 
town is a large encampment^ called Castell Flemys, 
forming the greater segment of a circle, and de- 
fended on three sides by an impassable morass, 
thought to have been constructed by a body of the 
Flemish invaders of South Wales ; and there is an- 
other, designated Castell Sunnyhill, from its prox- 
imity to a farm of that name. In the parish also 
are several sepulchral heaps of stones, termed carn- 
eddau ; a curious bank of earth, extending several 
miles in length, styled Cwys Ychain Banawg, or 
<^ the furrow of the Bannog oxen," supposed by Dr. 
Meyrick to be the remains of an ancient British 
road ; and an artificial mound, encompassed by a ilioat» 
denominated Tommen Llanio, but by whom or for 
what purpose erected is uncertain. Thomas Jones, 
a Welsh antiquary and poet, who flourished about 
the commencement of the 17th century, was born at 
a house called Perth Fynnon, a little to the east of 
Tr^aron. In addition to his literary reputation, he 
enjoyed, according to tradition, a less enviable dis** 
tinction, from his practice of plundering his neigh- 
bours, being represented, under the name of Twm 
Sion Catd, as an expert and dexterous robber ; he 
acquired a considerable fortune by marrying the 
heiress of Ystrad- Fin by an ingenious stratagem, and 
was subsequently appointed sheriff of the county. 

TRiGAYAN (TRfeF-Gl AN, or TRiF- 
GAI AN), a parish, partly in the hundred of M£nai, 
partly in that of Ttndaethwy, and partly in that 
of ftf ALLTRAETH, uuiou and county of Anglesey, 
North Wales, 2^ miles (n. n. w.) from Uangevni; 
containing 188 inhabitants. This parish, which de* 
rives its name from the dedication of its church to 
St Caian, is situated nearly in the centre of the 
island, upon the market-road from Llangevni to 
Llanerchymedd ; is bounded by the parishes of Llan- 
gevni, Llanddyvnan, Llanvihang^l, Llanbedr-Gochy 
and Llangwillog; and is computed to contain 2000 
acres, one-half arable, and the rest pasture, with a 
little woodland. The surface ia boldly undulated» 
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and the soil of a light quality, th« principal agricul- 
tural produce being oats ; and the whole, with the 
exception of a small portion, is inclosed, and under 
tolerably good cultivation : there is a mill on a 
branch of the river . Cevni. Tregayan Hall, the 
tfeat of Rear- Admiral Lloyd, is a hancbome mansion, 
pleasantly seated amid some flourishing plantations, 
and forming a prominent object in the scenery of 
the place. The living is annexed to the rectory of 
Llangevni ; and the tithes have been commuted for 
a rent-charge of £195. The church is simple and 
primitive in its construction, with a fine south door 
and a handsome east window, and contains eighty 
sittings, three-fourths of which belong to the tenantry 
of the soil. The parish register contains an entry 
recording the deatn of WiUiam ab Howel, in the 
year 1587, at the .advanced age of one hundred and 
five years; he is said to have been the &ther of 
forty-two children, of whom the oldest, at the time 
of his decease, was eighty*nine, and the youngest 
eight years of age. A Sunday school, attended by 
from 40 tO' 60 males and females, is supported by 
voluntary contributions ; and a rent-charge of 2s^ 
bequeathed by John Griffith Lewis, is paid to some 
deserving person not receiving parochial relief. 

TREGIB (TRE-GtB), a hamlet, in that part 
of the parish of Llandilo*Vawr which is in the 
upper division of the hundred of Iscennen, county 
of Carmarthen, South Wales, 1 mile (s. e.) 
from Llandilo-Vawr; containing d08 inhabitants. 
The river Towy runs on the northern side of this 
hamlet, where it receives the small tributary streams 
called the Cennen and Cib; the road from Llan- 
dilo-Vawr to Swansea passes through it ; and it is 
also crossed by a Roman road, the Via Jtdicu The 
ancient residencb of the Hughes iamily, once a forti- 
fied place, eives its^ name to the hamlet Here is a 
day school, m which about 25 children are instructed 
at the expense of their parents; and in a Sunday 
-school about 40 males and females are gratuitously 
taught by Wesleyaa Methodists. The union work- 
house of Llandilo-Vawrj a handsome structure, in 
the Elizabethan style, with a front of cut stoae, is 
in the hamlet 

TRi^GOED, county of Breckmock^ South 
Wales. — See Velindre. 

TREGORN (TRfe.GAR),.with Kilay, aiam- 
let, in the parish of Llandarog, upper division 
of the hundred of Iscennen, county of Carmar- 
then, South Wales, 6 miles (e. by s.) from Car- 
marthen : the population is included in the return 
for the parish. 

TRfeGYNON (TRfeF-GYNON), a parish^ in 
the union of Newtown and Llanidloes, lower 
division of the hundred of Newtown, county of 
Montgomery, North Wales, 5^ miles {n* by w.) 
from Newtown ; containing 709 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is situated on the turnpike-road from 
Newtown to Llanvair, and surrounded by the par 
trishes of B^ttw% Manavon, and Aberhavesp, eom»- 
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prises five thousand acres of arable, pasture, tU 
woodland, principally in old inidosurea^ and about 
thirteen hundred and thirty-six acres of unindosed 
land, incapable of cultivation, and affording only 
pasturage for sheep and young caUle. The surfiue 
IS agreeably diversified with hills jiod vales^ witii 
abundance. af good oak and fir timber; the river 
Rhiew flows tbough a part of the pacisfcs and there 
are some smaller brooks. Gregyaog; Hall, a seat of 
Lord Tudeley, adds considerably to the beauty of 
the district; and the views from: the higher grounds 
embrace. a well-cultivated tnu^t of country. lie 
soil in the lower lands is rich ; sikI there are some 
^ood turbaries in various parts, affordiiig fuel to the 
inhabitants ; the rateable annual value is returned «t 
£4243. About five hundred ao^s were indosed) 
under an act of parliament passed in 1794. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, eadowed with 
£200 private bene&ietion, £400 ro3ral bounty, and 
£800 parliamentary grant; net inconie, £87; patron 
and impropriator. Lord Tudeley, whose tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-cliarge of £90. The 
church, dedicated to St Cynon^ is an ancient ectlficey 
in the early style of English architeeture, with a 
tower, apparently of great antiquity^ and coDtaios 
some neat monuments^ among which is one of white 
marble to the memory of the late benevoknt Artfaor 
Blayney, Esq., at whose expense the church vm 
new pewed and embellished. There are places of 
worship for Independents and Calvinistic and Wet- 
leyan Methodists. A day school, consisting of aboot 
60 children, is temporarily supported by a salary 
from the trustees of the late Mrs. Bevan ; and about 
235 males and females are gratuitously taught by 
the Calvinistic Metho<l^^ >& two Stuuday sohoob. 
Four persons are nominated from this place as 
inmates of the almshouses founded^ in 1709, by 
Arthur Weaver, Esq., in the parish of JBettws. The 
fund for distribution among tue poor on New Yeai's 
day and Easter Monday aniountB t&£2&i2.annQally; 
arising from two tenements, jmd piocea of land con- 
taining about seven acres and a quarter, yieldiag a 
rent of £l#3. 16. per amaum^ the gift of unknown 
benefactors ; and a grant of £6. 6. fay the kte Arthur 
Blayney, £^. ; together with a rent-oharge of V^ 
by a member of the iamily of Foulkes, and a beqoeit 
of £5 per annum, by Mr. Weaver^ founder^of ^^ 
Almshouses, of which last £2 are:expended in repahs 
and firing* The Roman Vu^ Devana passes <(;^roflB 
this parish, and some remains of it were here visible 
until of late years* • ^ a^tt 

TRELftCH-AiUBETTWS (TRfeF-LLfiCH 
A'R BETTWS), a parish, in the higher dimoo 
of the hundred of Eltbt, union and o^uity w 
Carmarthen, South WALES^dniles (n.w. byv./ 
from Carmarthen ; containing 1620 iobabitai^ 
This parish comprises a lai|;e. tract of arabk sO" 
pasture, inclosed, and a very extensive district^ 
■uncultivated land, oonsistisg chiefly . of heath i^ 
.turbaries, fram. which latter the inbabitanH f^ 
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dpally obtain dieir fuel, and which also afford a 
supply to the neighbouring parishes* The surface 
is uneren and in some parts hilly. The petty- 
sessions for the hundred are held here every month. 
It formeriy constituted a prebend in the college of 
Llandewy-Brevi, rated in the king's books at £16, 
and in the gift of the Bishop <^ St David's. The 
living k a discharged vicarage, rated in the king's 
books at £6. 13. 44^ and endowed with £400 royal 
bounty, ttnd £1300 parliamentary grant ; net income, 
£143, with a gleoe-house ; patron, the Bishop ; 
impropriators, Eeiri of Lisburne and Richard Price, 
Esq. The church, dedicated to St Teik>, and 
situated within two miles of the tompike-road from 
Gamiarthen to Cardigan, was rebuilt in 1864, and 
is a neat and cemmodtous structure : Capel Bettws 
is a diapel of ease to it There »re twa places of 
worship for Independents, one £or Methodists, and 
one for Baptists. 

A school was founded, in 1804, by Mr. William 
I>avie% formerly of Pl^y-Park, in this parish, and 
afterwards citieen of London, wha endowed it with. 
£4563. 15. 5., in the three per cent consols., direct* 
ing the dividends to be appropriated to the educa- 
tion, dothing, and apprendcing of children ; it con- 
tains about 70 children, and the master's salary is 
£40 per annum: the income from the dividends 
amounts to £136. 18. 2. The house consists of a 
school-room on the groood-floor, and two apartments 
above, one Ibr the meeting of the trustees^ and the 
other used as a store-room. Two or three diildren 
are apprenticed yearly with prcnniums of aboat £4, 
and are also siipplied with etothes during their 
apprenticeship. The trustees are the mmister, 
cnurch wardens, overseers of the poor, and every 
inhabitant possessed of a freehold of £50 per annum. 
There are also three day schools, in which about 110 
children are educated at their parents' expense; and 
five Sunday schools, containing' about 885 males 
and females, ^ supported by subscription. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lewis, of Blaendewi, in the parish, be- 
queathed £100 in money, of the interest of whidi 
omn she directed £1 per annum to be paid to the 
support of a meeting-house, and the remainder to be 
distributed among tne poor ; but this sum was lost by 
the insolvency ofa solicitor, at Carmarthen, to whom 
it ha4 been lent at interest A rent-diarge of d#:, 
by an nnknown donor, is annirally divided among 5 
persons. In the parish is a remarkable barrow, 
called Cr6g*y-Deyrri, or the **King?s Barrow," about 
sixty paces in circnmference at tro base, and: rising 
with a gradual slope to the height of six yardt ; on 
the summit is a cavity, in the centre of which is a 
large stone of eHiptieal shape, three yards' ia length, 
five feet broad in the widest part, and about ten or 
twelve inches in thickness. On ' searching under-* 
neatb it was found to cover a cist-va^n, ^Sont fovr 
feet and a half in lengdi, and three' feet broad, 
within and around whidiwer^ rode fragments of 
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brick, and some pieces of foone^ which latter are< 
supposed to have been brought there by foxes. 

TRiLLAN (TRft-LLAN), a hamlet, in the 
parish of Kilken, KcM'thop division of the hundred 
of CoLESHiLL, county of Flint, North Wales, 
5| miles (w. n. w.) from Mold; containing 33 in- 
habitants. 

TRELLAN (TRfe-LLAN), a hamlet, in the 
parish of Llanoegley, hundred of Kevenllsece, 
county of Radnor, South Wales, 1 j^ mile {e. bys.) 
from ren-y-Bont; containing 199 inhabitants. The 
road from New Radnor to Khaiadr passes through 
this hamlet, which contains the parochial church; 
and a branch of the Cymaron brook flows through 
it, near the northern base of a lofty and barren moun- 
tain, which occupies a great portion of the district. 
The manorial rights of this hamlet and that of Ormg 
are vested in the crown. 

TRi^LYDAN, a hamlet, in the parish of Guils- 
FiELD, hundred of Pool, county of MoNTGOiiERY, 
North Wales, 2 miles (n. by e«) from Welshpool; 
containing 74 inhabitants. It is within the liberties 
of the borough of Welshpool. 

TRfeLli^TAN (TRi-ELYSTAN), a town- 
ship,, forming part of the chapelry of Wolston, or 
Weston-ny-End^ in that part of the parish of Wor- 
then which is in the lower division of the hundred 
of Cawrse, oounty of Montgomery, North 
Wales, 3| miles (s. £•) from Welshpool; containing 
100 inhabitants. This township is situated nearly 
at the southern extremity of the Long Mountain, 
on the border of Shropshire, and with the township 
of Rhosgdch, forms the entire ^ chapelry of Weston- 
ny-End, which is attached, to the rectory of Worthen, 
in Shropshire, in which county the principal part of 
the parish is . included. It forms one of several 
parishes and townships incorporated, by an act of 
parliament, for tbesupport of their poor in the house 
of industry at Forden. The rateable annual value^ 
of the township has be«n returned at £849. 

TR&MADOC, a market-town and smdl sea- 
port, in the parish of Ynyscynhaiarn, union of 
Festimiog, hundred of Eivionydd, county of Car- 
narvon, North Wales, 20 miles (s. by e.) from 
Carnarvon;; containing 523 inhabitants, and witk 
Port Madoc, 1358. This place, which is of very, 
recent origin, and a signal instance of the triumph 
of pubUo-spirited perseverance over accumulated and 
apparently insurmountable local difficulties, derivea 
its han» from k8 p>rtriotic8.d e-terprisiM? founder, 
Uie late William Alexander Madooks, Es^. This 
gendeman, having projected a pito for regaining 
n'om the sea a portion of land on th^ western side 
of the wide sandy estuary called the ^'Traeth 
Mawr^** purchasedithe estate of Tan^yr-AIlt, in the 
immediate vicinity, in 1798, and. in 1800 succeeded 
in recovering a tract of nearly two thousand acres 
of rich land, then forming Penmorva marsh, which 
BOW produces exoeUent crops of wheat, barley, and 
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clover. Encouraged by the success of his first 
attempt, Mr. Maaocks was induced to undertake 
the more arduous enterprise of reclaiming the whole 
of the Traeth Mawr, and for this purpose he ob- 
tained, in 1808, an act of parliament vesting in him 
and in his heirs the whole extent of these sands, 
from Pont Aber Glaslyn, at their head, to the point 
at G^st, at their lower extremity. According to the 
provisions of this act, Mr. Madocks received a grant 
of two thousand acres in fee, and was to possess 
one*fifth part of the land recovered from the sea, or 
secured from injury by the floods, the remainder 
to go to the freeholders who claimed right of com- 
mon on the adjoining marshes. Notwithstanding 
the numerous unforeseen obstacles which threatened 
to frustrate the undertaking, Mr. Madocks succeeded 
in constructing across the mouth of the Traeth 
Mawr, at the eastern extremity of Cardigan bay, 
an embankment of earth and stones, nearly a mile 
in length, from north to south, varying from one 
to four hundred feet in breadth at the base, and 
diminishing ^dually to a breadth of thirty feet 
at the summit, which is a hundred feet high from 
the foundation. By means of this embankment, 
which, having an excellent road along its summit, 
forms a line of communication between the counties 
of Carnarvon and Merioneth, a tract of more than 
two thousand seven hundred acres of land was 
gained from the sea, besides a vast extent of adjoin- 
ing land, which was before overflowed by the tides, but 
is now, by draining, rendered susceptible of cultiva- 
tion. This arduous enterprise was completed in 
1811, at an expense of more than £100,000; and, 
including the lands previously recovered, not less 
than seven thousand acres have been obtained, of 
which six thousand ate now cultivated. 

The TOWN is situated on a portion of the tract 
first recovered from the sea, and is built on the sides 
of a spacious quadrangular area, having in the centre 
a lofty stone column, round the pedestal of which is 
a flight of four steps* The houses are of handsome 
appearance; a commodious hotel has been esta- 
blished ; and the (own promises, when the plan 
is fully completed, to be a great ornament to this 
part of the coast It is sheltered on the north by 
a chain of formidable rocks, that line the side of the 
road leading from Bethgelart, which approaches it 
from the east, after winding its way through the 
grand mountain pass of Pont Aber Glaslyn, at the 
foot of which is seen a picturesque bridge, springing 
from rock to rock, and forming a means of communi<- 
cation between the counties of Merioneth and Car« 
narvon, with the river Glaslyn meandering beneath : 
on the west the town is approached by the road from 
Pwllheli, which passes tnrough the neat little vil- 
lage of Llanystyndwy and the ancient town of 
Criccieth. Tan^yr^Aut^ the seat of the late W. A. 
Madocks, Esq., is a spacious modern mansion of 
elegant design, situated on an elevated rode over-* 
'408 



looking the town; it is surrounded with thriving 
plantations, and presents, with its entranee lodge 
of neat and appropriate design, a pleasing and pic- 
turesque appearance. Morva Lodg^e, and T'wnt- 
i'r-bwlch, erected also by that gentleman, are hand- 
some villas in the immediate vicinity. Moel-^dd^ 
which is partly in Ynyscynhaiam parish, and partly 
in that of Trcvlys, is an isolated rocky eminence, 
about a mile from the town, and contiguous to 
the sea, above which it attains an elevation of nearly 
100 feeL The ascent to the top is easy, and the 
prospect from it is exceedingly grand and extensire, 
embracing the whole of Caraigan bay ; on either 
side of the entrance to Port Madoo are seen the in- 
teresting ruins of the castles of Harlech and Cric- 
cieth ; and the interior view presents Snowdon and 
its group of elevations, known by the name of the 
Snowdonian mountains, with those of Merioneth. 

With a view to promote the eomnaercial interests 
of the town he had founded, Mr. Madocks, in 1821, 
obtained an act of parliament for improving tiie 
navigation of this part of the bay whereon it is 
situated, under the provisions of which he rendered 
it accessible to vessels of three hundred tons' burthen, 
which can now lie here in safety, and constructed 
commodious quays and wharfs for the landing and 
shipping of goods. The last improvement carried 
into effect was the erection of Port Madoe^ oontaio- 
ing d;30 inhabitants, about one mile from the town, 
where many good houses have been built^ and a 
considerable trade is now carried on : the principal 
exports are slates and copper«ore, the former brouglit 
from the Festiniog quarries, and amounting to about 
thirty thousand tons annually shipped ; the chief 
imports are timber, coal, and lime. A railroad 
from the Festiniog quarries, and the mines in the 
neighbourhood, to this place, has been lately con- 
structed by a company formed under an act passed 
for that purpose; it is carried along the embanlc- 
ment, with a good road for travelling on its north 
side, well sheltered from the sea, being 8 feet lower 
than the summit Lead-ore has been discovered at 
Gest, near the town ; and an excellent road has been 
constructed by Mr. Madocks from Aber GlasiyOf 
through Tr&madoc, to Porthdinllaen on the western 
coast of Carnarvonshire. jPatr^ are held aoooally 
on the 2nd Friday in February, April 13th,«JaDe 
dOth, December 6th, and November 12th, the hiring: 
day for servants. On the east side of the area a 
commodious market-house has been erected, above 
which is a handsome assembly-room. Mr. Madocks 
also built, at his own expense, a handsome small 
churchy in the later style of English arehitectore, 
with a lofty spire, which forms an interesting object 
as seen from the coast ; and divine service is rega' 
larly performed in the English language, every 
Sunday, which is a great accommodation to femihes 
residing in the neighbourhood, as there is no other 
church within twenty miles, where the service tt 
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conducted in English. The road from Tremadoc to 
Bethgelart, along the northern side of the Traeth 
Mawr, passes, as already mentioned, for some dis- 
tance under perpendicular cVith of great height, in 
which are numerous chasms and fissures; and after 
heavy rains, or long-continued frosts, immense masses 
are sometimes detached from the impending preci- 
pices, and fall with a tremendous crash, bestrewing 
the way with fragments, sometimes of sufficient mag- 
nitude to obstruct the passage. The road commands 
to great advantage the scenery of the Merionethshire 
side of the Traeth, and affords a delightful ride to 
Pont Aber Gl&slyn and its vicinity. 

TREMAEN (TRfe-MAEN), a parish, in the 
lower division of the hundred of Troedyraur, union 
and county of Cardigan, South Wales, 4 miles 
(e. n. £.) from Cardigan ; containing 264 inhabitants. 
This place is thought to derive its name, signifying 
*' the town of the stone,'' from the vast rude stone 
termed LlSch vr Ast, and the adjacent cist-vaens, 
situated near the village, though within the limits 
of Llangoedmore parish, and, together with a large 
tumulus on a farm in this parish, designated Canllev- 
arvaes, supposed to commemorate a decisive battle 
that occurred here between the Welsh and the Flem- 
ings, soon after a body of the latter had effected a 
landing at a place called Mount, about three miles 
distant, on the sea-shore. The parish is situated on 
the summit and declivities of a hill, called, from the 
stone above noticed, Ll^h yr Ast, and comprises 
about nine hundred acres of cultivated arable and 
pasture land, with a tract of 80 acres of marshy 
ground ; the soil is principally light, except in the 
lowest part. The nver Arberth runs through the 
parish, and, after turning four or five grist-mills, 
falls into the Teivy; and the turnpike-road from 
Cardigan to Aberystwith intersects the parish, within 
a short distance of the church. In the neighbour- 
hood are Tre Prior, anciendy a place of some note, 
but now a farm* house, and Trev Wtdal Vawr, simi- 
larly converted. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
endowed with £200 royal bounty, and £291. 4. 10. 
parliamentary grant; net income, £72; patron and 
impropriator, Philip John Miles, Esq., whose tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £124: 
attached to the benefice is a small farm m the parish 
of Llansawel, Carmarthenshire, the rent of which is 
included in the income. The church, dedicated to 
St Michael, was, with the exception of the chancel, 
rebuilt in the year 1810, and is now a plain edifice, 
composed of a nave and chancel, 50 feet long, 22 
wide, and 35 high ; the height of the steeple is 45 
feet In the parisn is a ford called Rh^dwenwvnvarch, 
supposed to have derived that name from the water 
having been poisoned, to destroy the army of an in- 
vading_enemy. 

TREMERCHION, or DYMEIRCHYON 
(TRfe-MEIRCHlON), a parish, in the union of 
St. Asaph, Rhuddlan division of the hundred of 
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Rhuddlan, county of Flint, North Wales, 8J 
miles (e. s. e.) from St Asaph; containing 613 in- 
habitants. The village of Tremerchion is delight- 
fully situated on the brow of a hill, under the Clwy- 
dian range of mountains, and commands a rich and 
luxuriant prospect of the sublime features of that 
unrivalled vale, the mountains forming its western 
boundary, and the lofty chain of Snowdon. Lead- 
ore has been found in the parish, but the works are 
now discontinued. A little below the church stands 
the mansion of Brynbella, once called B&chegraig, 
embosomed in woods, and some time since the pro- 

f)erty and residence of Seignior and Mrs. Piozzi, 
brmerly Mrs. Thrale, widow of Henry Thrale, Esq., 
and daughter and heiress of John Salusbury, Esq., 
to an ancestor of whom, Roger Salusbury, the an- 
cient house and certain tithes in Lleyn were given, 
as a marriage portion with one of his daughters, by 
Sir Richard Clough, an eminent merchant in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, by whom it was erected 
in the year 1567. The old edifice inclosed a quad- 
rangular area, and consisted of a curious brick man- 
sion, with three sides composed of different build- 
ings, the former six stories high, including the cu- 
p<Ha, and forming from the second floor the figure of 
a pyramid, having probablv been erected from the 
model of buildings in Flanders ; the bricks were of a 
very superior kind, and are supposed to have been 
made either in Holland, or by a Dutchman on the 
spot: the edifice was taken down, and the present 
house erected, about the end of the last century, by 
Mrs. Thrale. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £5, and in the gift of the Bishop of 
St Asaph : the tithes have «been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £539. 14., equally divided between 
the prebendary of Vaenol and the vicar, and each 
moietv subject to rates, averaging £19. 17. The 
church, dedicated to the Holy Irinity, is a small 
neat edifice, and contains an organ, which is an un- 
usual appendage to country churches in Wales. 
Under a finely ornamented arch lies the effigy of 
Davvdd Ddu, or ^* the Black," of Hiraddug, in eccle- 
siastical robes : he was incumbent of the parish about 
the middle of the fourteenth century, and is cele- 
brated throughout Wales for his poetry and prophe- 
cies : he translated the Psalms of David into Welsh 
metre, and assisted greatly in regulating the Welsh 
prosody : beneath the figure is niscribed Hicjacit 
Dqfid ap Roderic ap l!i£uloff. Here is also a muti- 
lated effigy of Sir Robert Pounderling, once consta- 
ble of Dyserth Castle, represented as a Knight Tem- 
plar, cross-legged; and the church anciently con- 
tained a cross (long since demolished), once in great 
fiime for the miracles reputed to have been per- 
formed at it, which are described in a poem pub- 
lished about the year 1500, bv Grufycld ab Ivan 
ab Llewelyn Vychan. There is a place of worship 
for Wesleyan Methodists. 
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Margaret Vauffhan, in ITO?, ^ave the sum of 
£100, directing t£at part of the interest skould be 
anttiually distribitted among tbe poor,'and the remalin- 
der appropriated in apprenticing a ckild. A school 
was bttilt contiguous to the omnrohyard) about the 
year 1765, which conskts of about IftO children, wad 
18 partly supported by «b •endowment in land by (tbe 
same lady, )>rodttC]ng £4 per ainnum, partly by Um 
landed proprietors, and partly by payments from ibe 
cbildreo ; and there are also two Sunday schools, in 
one of which, on the National pbn, about 80^ and in 
tbe other, appertaining to Wesleyans, about 15, 
males and females are gratuitously taught Divers 
smaN sums, ttbo, have b«en given for the benefit of 
the poor ; among winch are a rent-charge of £1. 5., 
by Edward Mostyn, EcM)., in 1738, and another of 
£1.6., by Mrs. Oraoe Price, in 1741; Mrs. Wfl- 
liams, in 1721), left a hou^ and about two acres of 
land, increased by a small addition under llbe Sker- 
ting Inclosure act, the whole now paying a rent^ 
£6 ; and Robert Davies, in 1823, bequeathed £30^ 
lodged in the Holywell Savings' bank ; the produce 
of all which benefactions is distributed annually. Sir 
Richard Clough, the founder of tbe mansion of Bach<- 
egraig, was the son of poor iparents at Denbigh, and 
became a chorister in Chester cathedral, whence he 
was removed to London, and apprenticed to Sir 
Thomas Gresham, with whom he afterwards became 
a partner, and is even said to have contributed a few 
thousand pounds towards founding the Royal Ex* 
change, lie resided chiefly at Antwerp, and amassed 
so much wealth in mercantile pursuits as to render 
his name proverbial, on tbe alttainment of Hches by 
any person. His descendants ate stated to have 
been deprived of the bulk of his immense esU&te by 
virtue of an agreement between Mm and Sir Tho^ 
tnas Gresham, to the effect that, on the decease of 
either, the survivor should inherit the Whole of his 
property* 

TRi'RCOED, n township^ in tbe parish ^of 
DissTerth, union df Bunyra, hundred of CotwvN, 
county of Radnor, South Wales, 4^ miles (n. n.'E.) 
from Builth ; containing 277 inhabitants. This town- 
Bhip is bounded on tbe north by a stream which 6iils 
into the river Ithon, and near which is Maes Madoc, 
celebrated as the scene of one of the last engage- 
inents between Prince Llewelyb ab Grufyda and 
tbe English. On an elevated common are some 
square fortifications, conjectured to have bec^n Bri- 
^h, notwithstanding their form. There n a day 
^chopj, in which abmt 20 children are instaructed at 
-the expense of their parents. 

XAfeTGWER (TRfeF-Y-TWR), a chapeky, 
in the pai^i of LiiANviHAN6BL'>CwM-Dd, union 
and hundred of Crickhowel, county of Brsck^ 
KocK, South Wales, 3 miles (n. by wJ) from 
<^rickhowel; containing 282 inhabitmits. This place 
'de'rives its name, signifying <*tfae ^own of^ the 
tower," from its castle, siqiposed by some to have 
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been originally the residence of one of the native 
lords of Brycheiniog, but by whom or when it Iras 
founded has not been distinetly ascertained. It ^tfas 
perhaps built by Pycard, a Nomaa knight, to wlMoa 
Bernard Newmarch gave the mancnr, to be held bf 
knight's service, as of the paramount lordship e(f 
Blaenllynvi. From the Pycards tbe manor ziad 
castle descended, by marriage^ to the Bloets of Rag^ 
Ian Castle, in Monmonthsoire, with whom it coa- 
tinued tiU the reign of Richard H., when, by tbe 
marriage of Isabel, or Elizabeth, only daughter and 
heiress of Sir Johoi Bloet, it passed to Sir Jamea 
Berkeley, second son of Lord Berkeley, of Berkeley- 
Castle, in Glooestershire. In 1403, Sir James was 
commanded by Henry IV. to fortify his castie of 
Tretower against Owain Glyndwr, by whom it vnsj 
notwithstanding, partially demolished ; and, at pre- 
sent, ihere are in some of the remaining walls seve- 
Tal parts which appear to have undergone repairs, 
probably at tbe time lier^ alluded to, as they dnptay 
evident marks of haste in the execution of tne weric, 
some of the ancient ornamental carving having been 
walled up. The manor and the remains of the castle 
were given by Edward IV. to tbe family of the £kr- 
berts, from whom the property descended by inherit- 
ance to the Duke of Beaufort, in whose poesessioii 
there is a sketch of the castle, as it appeured in the 
rei^ of Elizabeth. The village is pleasantly situ- 
ated on the left bank of the river Rhiangoll, whidi, 
after flowing tbrough the beautiful Vale of Cwm 
Du, fhlls into tbe Vdk within a short distance of Jt> 
between the lofty mountains near the entrance of 
the vale, through which the road from Crickhowel 
to Brecknock is carried. It contains but few houses, 
and independently of its situation and the remains 
of the ancient castle, presents scarcely any objects 
of interest: the rat^tble annual value of the cha- 
pehy has be^ returned at £1754. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty ; net income, £64 ; patron, Mor- 
•gan Morgans, Esq. ; impropriator, Mr. Jones. Tbe 
chapel, which is now a dh»pel of ease to the paro- 
chial church, is dedicated to St. John the Evange- 
list, but whether it was founded by the monks of the 
priory, or, as is more probable, by Pycard, as ssa 
appendage to the castie^ has not )>een saOisfiictorily 
ascertained; it was rehuih in 1776, the expense 
being defrayed by a plirish rate. A round tower, 
and some ruined walls mantled with ivy, are all that 
remain of the castle, which was situated in a verv 
low and damp Bpot, on the bank of tbe RhiaDgol^ 
to the south-west of the village. Adjoiiring die castle 
;groands is tbe *<&ir place of Henry Veban, Esq.)** 
noticed by Leland, which is now only a &rm-house. 
Among the ancestors of this family, many of whom 
represented the county in parliament, and were high 
sheriffs of it, may be nodced (he gallant Sir Roger 
Vangban, who was hnighted on the field of Agin- 
eoint, together with Sir David Gam and others of 
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_M bravs coimtrysMn, t«4i^ sirred Aeir scHrefeign's 
Ufe by the s&crifice of their own ; T1u>dm», wiio, in 
the veign of Heary VL, wm atU^ited for his attacb* 
aieftl to the house of York ; Sir Boffer^ who, fights 
ing' in the same csuse, was killed tn the jy^reat battle 
of Dane«nioer, near Banbarjp'; and Sir Thomas, 
cbamberiain to the young Edward ¥., who^ wkh the 
Levds Orey and Rivers^ was beheaded at Ponte* 
fract by Richard III. Some of the descendants still 
resido in the village, though not possessed of any of 
the property ; the Micient mansion, with the demesne 
of TrMower Court, having been sold by Charles 
Vaughan, Esq., about half a century ago. 

TRfeVDRAETH (TRfeF-DRAETH),apafish, 
in ike hundred of Malltracth, uiuob and county 
of Anglbset, NoaTH Wales, 6 miles (& w.) from 
JUangevni ; contaiiiing 95^ inhabitants. This place, 
whoreof the name signifies " the town on the sands,^' 
is situated near the great Hoijhead toad, between 
the Malldraeth raorsb, by which it is bounded on the 
somtneast, and St Gpeorge*s Channel, ^hich is on the 
soutb-west ; and is bounded by the parishes of New- 
borough^ Llangafo^ LlangrptyolyB^ Cerregoeinwen^ 
Aberfraw, and Liangadwah»dr. ft comprises a tract 
of inclosed and cultivated land, extending more than 
three miles in length, and two nriles and a half in 
breadth, and about one thousand acres of land, which, 
since the inclosare of the marsh in 1818, has been 
veoovered from the sea. About 1100 acres are esti« 
mated as arable^ and 900 as pasture; interspersed 
with a great number of prominent rocks, whicn give 
the whole surface a sing^nlar appeafrance; but the soil 
is generally fertile, the agricultural produce being 
chiefly barley and oats. There is very little woo£ 
land; but the distant hills of Cornavvonslure consti* 
tote pleering objects, as seen trem the parish. Two 
collieries have been opened, which are noiw worked 
widi success, employing abovt 100 persons; and 
though the coal hitherto raised is inferior in quality 
to tMt found in Flintshire and Denbighshire, it has 
been hlfhly advantageous to die inhabitants of this 
part of rae island, who would otlierwise be compelled 
to derive their supfdy of fuel from those counties* 
The strata through which the pits are sunk consist^ 
first of sand to the depth of nve feet; secondly ojf 
freestone, to a further depth of sixty-six feet; tfitrdly 
of black shale, for a depth of m feet; fourthly of 

Eod coal to the further depth of three feet ami a 
If; fifthly of indurated olunch, for two feet) and 
lastly of freestone, to an unknown depth* The dip 
of these strata is reported to be only one yard in tefn, 
towards the east by soutlu There are likewise several 

auarries of limestone, and of stone for buikling. Since 
le indosure of t^ marsh, and the opening of the 
oollieries^ the parish has Increased in population, and 
many new buildings have been erected; and its 
situation on the road from Holyhead to MoeWy^Don 
ferry affords focility of conveyance for the produce of 
the collieries, and of intercourse with tno neigh* 
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bouiring distnctsi Fmrs ave held on May 1st ind 
No«iremer 1st 

The Uviag isarectotfy, with Llangwyvan annexed, 
rated in the king^s books, at £14^ 8. 11^. ; present net 
income, £405 ; pairsn, Bishop of Bangor ; the tithes 
have been commuted for a rent-charge of £380; and 
there is a bouse, with a glebe of 9f acres, together 
valued at £90 per annum. The churdi, dedicated 
to St Beuno, and supposed to have been originally 
built in the year 616, ia a small plain edifice, situated 
at the extreme border of the parish, and has an east 
window ot modem date and of good design ; it is 
about 60 feet Isog and 15 broad, and will contain 
nearly 300 persons, of whom 70 can be accommodated 
in fVee sittings. The parish register^ which is quite 
kffible from the year 155CV is the eldest in North 
Walesy with the exceptioa of that of Gwaenyscor. 
The rectory^house, called Siamber Wen^ and situated 
about two miles from the diurefa, on die margin of 
Llyn Goron^ was erected in 1819^ and is a spacious 
and haodsonie building, auvrouDded with pleasant 
groMsds, and comman£ng a view over toe most 
beautifol and picturesque portion of the parish* 
There are places of witNrship tor Calvinistic and Wesw 
leyan Metiiodists« A Nadenal school was founded 
in 1828, by subscription, aided by a grant of £85 
from the parent institutssn^ and a suitable building 
has been erected^ in which 70 boys, and girls receive 
instruction ; the school, which is supported by Bub«* 
scriptiouy aided by snMtU payments from the parents, 
is open to children of this parish and that oif Llan« 
gadwaladr, and is under the joint superintendence of 
fl»e rectors of both places. There is another day 
school, appertaining to Wedeyans^ and afibrdmg \n* 
struction to about §5 children at the expense of their 
parents; and three Sunday schools are gratuitously 
conducted by dissenters, and contain about 210 asales 
a»d females* John Pugh Owflim, in 1683, and 
Robert Roberts, bequeathed to the poor £46. la 4., 
which sum, with other monies, was expended some 
years siaee in erecting eight oottage% on ground 
purchased by the pariui, for the occupation of in* 
digent fonilice rent-free. Owen Williams bequeathed 
land at Newborough for apprenticing children, con- 
taining la* 2l-. I4p^ to winch an altotment was 
assigned of 2a. 3r. 4p.y on the iacfosure of Mall* 
dreath connnoB; and the whole is now let at £3. 15. 
per auDom, appropriated according to the wiU of the 
donor* Richard Williams, in 1777, left a tent^ 
chaive of lOsi for the use of the poor ; and Ellen 
Griffith, at some period unknown, one of £2 for a 
similar purpose ; there are some other small data^ 
tions, and a few have been lost* 

TREVECCA, a hamlet, in the parish and hun« 
dred of TIloarth, county of Brbcknx)ck, South 
Wales, 8 miles (s.s*w.) from Hay ; containing 25d 
inhabitants. This hamJet is situated on the road 
from Crickhowel to Hay, at the foot of the Black 
Mountains, near the right bank of the river Llynvi) 
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and contains a remarkable religious establishment, 
founded by Mr. Harris, and described in the article 
on the parish. The railway from Brecknock to Hay 
passes along the right bank of the Llvnvi^ near 
the village. The rateable annual value is returned 
at £1512. 

TRfeVECHAN, with Rh^donen, a hamlet, in 
that part of the parish of Llanynys which is in the 
hundred of Ruthin, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales : the population is included in the return for 
the parish. 

TR&VEGLWYS (TRfeF-EGLWYS), a pa- 
rish, in the union of Newtown and Llanidloes, 
upper division of the hundred of Llanidloes, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales, 4j| miles (n.) 
from Llanidloes; containing 1853 inhabitants. This 
parish is situated in a pleasant vale of the same 
name, towards the southern part of the county, and 
is bounded by Llanidloes, Llandinam, Llanwnnog, 
and Camo, and intersected by the small river Taran- 
non, which flows into the Severn, near Caer-Sws. It 
contains by admeasurement 27,000 acres, including 
a great portion of mountainous land, of which Plin- 
limmon forms a part, together with a considerable 
share of arable and pasture, the latter principally in 
sheep-walks. In the lower part of the parish the soil 
is very heavy, and well adapted for wheat and barley; 
and oak is the prevailing kind of timber : an allot- 
ment of the common land took place about ten years 
since. The surrounding scenery is richly varied, 
and in some parts beautifully picturesque ; and the 
village, which is small, and surrounded by sheltering 
hills, is seen with beautiful effect from the road to 
Llanidloes, at the distance of a mile from which it is 
situated. The inhabitants are chiefly employed in 
agriculture, and in the manufacture of flannel. The 
rateable annual value has been returned at £4,426. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, rated in the 
king's books at £5. 8. 4. ; present net income, £103, 
with a glebe-house ; patron, Lord Mostyn ; impro- 
priators, Lord Mostyn, Sir W. W. Wynne, Bart., 
Dean and Chapter of Bangor, and another. The 
church, dedicated, according to some authorities, to 
St. Luke, but as others state, to St. Michael, is an 
ancient structure, in the early style of English archi- 
tecture, and contains some remains of carved oak of 
elerant design ; it is about 60 feet long and 30 broad: 
in the churchyard are some fine yew-trees of luxuriant 
growth. There are places of worship for Baptists, 
and Welsh Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists. 
Three day schools afford education to about 100 
children at the expense of their parents; from 40 to 
50 children are gratuitously instructed in a Sunday 
school of tlie Established Church ; and 820 males and 
females are taught in twelve others by various de- 
nominations of dissenters. Ursula Evans bequeathed 
to the poor a rentF^harge of £1, the payment of which 
has been discontinued for some years, from neglect of 
the parishioners in enforcing it; Mrs. Pugh gave £10, 
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which, with two other minor bequests, was vested 
in a turnpike bond of £20 ; Richard Baxter left £1 00, 
and Hugh Baxter £50, both which sums have been 
appropriated to the purchase of a rent-charge out of 
the land of Maes-y-Gwaelod, producing £8 per 
annum ; and John Swancoat bequeathed land, yield- 
ing £6 per annum, to the poor of the parish, for 
whose relief there are also some smaller charitable 
donations. A few other bequests have been lost. 

TRfe V-HELYG, a township, in that part of the 
parish of Castle-Caer-Einion which is in the 
upper division of the hundred of Cawrse, county of 
Montgomery, North Wales: the population is 
included in the return for the parish. It is a de- 
tached toninship, bounded on the east by the river 
Severn; and the Montgomeryshire canal passes 
through it in a parallel line with that river, and also 
the road from Welshpool to Newtown. It is within 
the liberties of the borough of Wekhpool. 

TRfeVILAN (TR&F-ILAR), a parish, in the 
union of Lampeter, lower division of the hundred 
of Ilar, county of Cardigan, South Wales, 7 
miles (n. by w.) from Lampeter; containing 317 in- 
habitants. This parish is pleasantlv situated in the 
Vale of Aeron, and on the high road from Lampeter 
to Aberystwith ; the surrounding country is boldly 
varied, and the scenery is in some parts picturesque. 
In the southern part oi the parish is the small villas^ 
of Talsarn, denving its name from a branch ofa 
Roman road or causeway that terminated here, and 
which is situated on the bank of the river Aeron. 
Fairs are held at this village on September 8th and 
November 7th. The living is a discharged rectory, 
rated in the king's books at £5, and endowed with 
£400 royal bounty; present net income, £118; 
patron, Bishop of St. David's : the tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-charge of £110, of which £5 
are payable to an impropriator, and £105 to the 
rector, who has also aglebe of three acres, valued at 
£9. 9. per annum. l%e church is dedicated to St 
Hilary, from whom the parbh is supposed to have 
derived the name Tr^v-Ilar, said to be its proper 
appellation. The old church, having fallen into a 
state of dilapidation, was taken down in 1806, and 
rebuilt ; the present is a neat edifice, consisting of a 
nave and chancel, but of much smaller dimensions 
than the original building ; the ancient font, a square 
basin upon a round pillar, has been preserved. A 
school, in which about 30 children are instructed, is 
supported at the expense of their parents. A bequest 
by Samuel Evans, in 1706, producing 10#. per 
annum, is given to a few poor persons. Near the 
churchyard is a mound surrounded by a moat, called 
Castle Trevilan, thought to be the site of a fortress 
^of that name, which was begun by Maelfwyn ab 
Rh^s, and completed by his son Maelgwyn v ychan, 
in the year 1283^ Here is a stronglv impregnated 
chalybeate spring, which is occasionally resorted to 
for medicinal purposes. 
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TRiVIRIG (TRiF-FEIRIG), a township, hi 
that part of the pariah of Llanbadarn-Vawr which 
is io the lower oivisioB of the hundred of Geneu'r- 
Glyn, union of Aberystwith, county of Cardi* 
GAN, South Wales; containing 633 inhabitants* 
It is situated contiguous to the valley of the RheidioK 
Here is a day seiiool^ in which about 40 children are 
instructed at the expense of their parents ; also two 
Sunday schools, consisting of about 190 males and 
females, who are gratuitoc»ly taught by dissenters* 

TR&VLLt'S, a township, in the parish of Llan- 
OAMMARCH, uuion and hunored of Builth, county 
of Brecknock, South Wales, 9^ miles (w. s. w.) 
from Builth ; contaimng 494 inhabitants. It forms 
the upper part of the parish, between the rivers 
Irvon and Dulas ; and the road from Builth to Llan- 
dovery passes through the township, which is hilly, 
but has some clumps of well-grown timber trees m 
the valleys: the rateable annual value has been 
returned at £1655* Here is a day school, in which 
about 20 children are educated at their parents' ex- 
pense* At a place called Llwyn-y- Vy n went tradition 
reports that a chapel of ease anciently stood, but no 
traces of it can now be discovered* 

TR&VLYN, a hamlet, in the parish of Tre- 
garon, upper division of the hundred of Penarth, 
county of Cardigan, South Wales, 2 miles (n* 
by e.) from Tr^;aron; containing 180 inhabitants* 
It is situated near the Teivy, on the left bank of 
which, between this place and Tregaron^ is a bog 
of excellent peat; ana higher up is a beautiful lake, 
about three-quarters of a mile in circuit, called 
Llyn y Maes, or ^^ the lake of the field," from which 
the hamlet takes its name, and which tradition states 
to cover the original site of the town of Tregaron. 
An old Roman road from Loveniium to the northern 
parts of the county passed through the hamlet ; and 
the remains, consisting of a bank of raised earth, are 
still visible. 

TR&VLYN, a township, in the parish of Llan- 
idloes, upper division of the hundred of Llanid- 
loes, county of Montgomery, North Wales: 
the population is returned with the parish. Three- 
fourths of the tithes belong to SirW. W. Wynne, Bt, 
and the remaining fourth to the vicar of Llangurig. 

TRfeVLYS (TRfeF-LYS, or TRfeF-LLf S), 
a parish^ in the union of Festiniog, hundred of 
EivtoNYDD, county of Carnarvon, North Wales, 
d miles (s. w. by s.) from Tremadoc; containing 87 
inhabitants* It b situated on the northern shore of 
Cardigan bay, and b but of small extent, the rate- 
able annual value being returned at £435 only. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the 
rectory of Criccieth ; and the tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £34. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Michael, is a small ancient edifice, with- 
out any architectural claim to notice. There are 
J laces of worship for Independents and Methodists. 
Wr children of the parish are eligible to the free 
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school at Criedeth, founded by the Rev* David El- 
lis ; and here is a Sunday school, in which about 60 
males and females are gratuitously instructed by Cal- 
vinistic Methodbts* Bron-y-Voei, in the parish, was 
the birthplace of Sir Howel y Vwyall, wno resided 
here when governor of Criccieth Castle ; he was a 
commander under the Black Prince at the battle of 
Poictiers, when he took John, the French king, pri- 
soner; and b supposed to have been buried at Penmor- 
va. On the farm of T^mawr b a very ancient grave* 

TREVOR-TRAIAN, a chapelry, in the parish 
of Llangollen, union of Corwen, Nanthewdy di- 
vision of the hundred of Chirk, county of Denbigh^ 
North Wales, 3 miles (e.) from Llangollen, on the 
road to Wrexham : the population, though formerly 
returned separately, b now included in the return for 
Llangollen-Traian, with which it jointly forms one 
of the principal divisions of the parish. Thb cha- 
pelry comprises the mountainous range to the north 
of the town and the river Dee ; and contains the ruins 
of Castell Dinas Bran, an historical notice of which 
b siven in the article on Llangollen* It abounds 
with very extensive rocks of limestone and other for> 
mations ; and the navigable feeder of the EUesmere 
and Chester canal passes within its southern boun- 
dary, along the northern bank of the river Dee, ex- 
tending from the main branch near the north end of 
the Pont-y-Cyssylltau aqueduct, to its junction with 
the same river, at a short distance below the church of 
Llantysilio. The rateable annual value of the town- 
ship has been returned at £9197* The living b a 
perpetual curacy, endowed with £400 private l>ene- 
faction^ £600 royal bounty, and £dOO parliament- 
ary grant; net income, £87; the patronage and 
impropriation belong to the Misses Thomas* The 
chapel b a small plain edifice, built by John Lloyd» 
Esq., of Trevor Hall, in 1742, for the use of his 
family, but not consecrated until 1772. The cha<^ 
pelry shares with Llangollen-Traian in the produce 
of several small bequests for the instruction of chil- 
dren, and for the relief of its poorer inhabitants. 
The remains of Castell Dinas Bran, situated on the 
summit of a conical isolated hill, rising to a consider* 
able height out of the vale^ and very steep, extend 
about one hundred and ninety feet in length, and 
one hundred and fifty in breadth, having on one side 
a deep trench cut in the solid rock. To the north 
of them is Craig-Eglwyseg, exhibiting for the dis- 
tance of half a mile a vast assemblage of rocks com- 
posed of different tiers, like an immense flight of 
steps* Near Trevor Hall is a very interesting na- 
tural cavern, extending into a limestone rock to an 
unknown distance under the range of Trevor hilis, 
and adorned by a great variety of very beautiful 
specimens of stalactite ; in it have been found fossil 
remains of the hyena and of animab of the antedilu- 
vian world. 

TRfeVREYAN (TRfeF-RHEWIN), with 
Myhatham, or Mallaen, a hamlet, in the parbh of 
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Llanarthney, upper division of tbe hundred of 
IscBNNEN, county of Carmarthen^ South Walsb: 
tbe population is included in tbe return for the parish. 

TKftVRIW (TRfeF-RIW), a parish, in the' 
union of LlamrwsTi Uobgorvai division of the hun- 
dred of Nantcomway, county of Carnarvon^ 
North Wales, on the road from Aberconway to 
Llanrwst, d miles (n. n. w.) from Llanrwst; con-* 
taining 423 inhabitants. The village is situated on 
the western bank of the river Conway, up which the 
tide flows to it; and vessels of sixty tons' burthen 
come to this place, bringing coal, lime, and other 
heavy goods for Llanrwst and the neighbouring pa- 
rishes, and conveying downwards the produce of the 
slate quarries of Tr^vriw and Llanrhychwyn. Lead- 
ore and zinc exist in the parish, and has been pro- 
cured to a considerable extent ; its rateable annual 
value is returned at £764. 5. B. Fairs are held on 
May ]2tb, September drd, and November 7th. 
The living is a dischai^ed rectory, with the per- 
petual curacy of Llanrhychwyn annexed, ratea in 
the king's books at £7. 15« 10.; present net income, 
£168; patron, Bishop of Bangor: the tithes of this 
parish and that of Llanrhychwyn have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £200, payable to the 
incumbent; and there is a glebe of nearly 1^ acre. 
The church, dedicated to St Mary, a small edifice, 
consisting of a nave, (Cancel, and north aisle, is stated 
to have iieen built by Prince Llewelyn the Great, 
about the year 1230, *^ for the ease ot his princess, 
who before was obliged to go on foot to Llanrhych- 
wyn, a long walk among the mountains*" There 
are places of worship for Independents and Calvin- 
istic Methodists : a day school affords instruction to 
about 50 children at the expense of their parents ; 
and a Sunday school, oonsistin&r of about 170 males 
and females, is gratuitously conducted by Methodists* 
Llewelyn ab lorwerl^ is said to have had a palace 
here, situated in a place now called Oardd-y-Neuadd, 
where spme hewn stones were discovered, which 
have since been used in building a wall, and are 
pointed .out as the only remaining fragments of tbe 
royal habitation. Dr. Thomas Williams, a physician, 
who compiled a Latin and Welsh Dictionary, and 
wrote some other works, which are preserved m ma«* 
nuscript, was, according to Mr. Owen, a native of 
Tr^vrrw, where he diea about the year 1620. 

TRfeVWALCHMAI, or TREWALCHMAI 
(TRfeF-WALCHMAI), a parish, partly in the 
hundred of Llyvon, and partly in that of Mall-* 
TRAETH, union and county of Anglesey, North 
Wales, 5 miles (w.) from Llanfi^evni; containing 
699 inhabitants. This parish is situated on tbe new 
line of the great road from London to Holyhead^ 
and comprises a moderate extent of inclosed arable 
and pasture land, and a small portion of common^ 
affording good pasturage for sheep. The village, 
which, Since the diversion of the Holyhead road in 
this direction, has considerably increased in siae, and 
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improved in appearance, is neatly built, and^ though 
still small, has, with its church, which is on an eni-* 
nence, a pleasing appearance. The living is an** 
nexed to the rectory of H&neglwys : the tiues hwre 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £204. 12. 6.; 
and there is a glebe of three acres, valued at £3 per 
annum. The church, dedicated to St Mordeym, ia 
a small ancient edifice, consisting of a nave, with a 
north aisle or chapel, extending nearly the whole 
length of the building, and has an east window of 
good design. Here is a day school, in which about 
40 children are instructed at the expense of their 
parents ; and a Sunday school is carried on, in which 
820 males and females ftre gratuitoosly taught WiU 
liam Bold, in 1688, and ^e Rev. Hugh HugheSi 
and an unknown donor, severally bequeathed por* 
tions of land for the benefit of the poor. The bene-* 
faction of the first produces £14. 13. per annum, and 
that of the second £l, half of which is applied to tbe 
repairs of the church, and the other half to the poor ; 
the localities of both these grants being in the parish 
of Heneglwys : the third gift is situated in Cemmes 
Parcel, and consists of above 5i acres, but being lei 
to a poor person, yields only £1 a year. Besidee 
the above, the parish is in possession of several small 

Eieces of land, producing £5. 2. per annum, distri- 
uted among the poor. 

TRfeV-Y-COED, a hamlel^ forming that part 
of the parish of Lampeter which is in the upper 
division of the hundred of Troedyraur, county of 
Cardigan, South Wales, 3 miles (w. by s.) from 
Lampeter; containing 90 inhabitants. This hamlet, 
a detached portion of the hundred of Troedyraur, 
and situated nearly in the centre of that of Moythen, 
lies on the road from Lampeter to Cardigan, and 
extends to the river Teivy. Neuadd, a neat resi- 
dence, standing on a well-wooded eminence, north of 
the turnpike-road, forms a conspicuous and pleasing 
object in the approach to Lampeter. Here was for* 
merly a chapel of ease to the mother church, but it 
has long^ since been demolished. 

TREVYDD-BYCHAIN, with Llewesog, a 
hamlet, in the parish of Llanrhaiadr-in-Kin- 
merch, hundred of Isaled, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales: the population is included in the 
return for the parish. The rateable annual value 
amounts to £435. 

TREVYNON, a township, in that part of the 
parish of Llakgorse which is in the hundred of 
Pekcblly, union and county of Brecknock, South 
Wales : the population is included in the return for 
the parish. The township, situated near the river 
Llynvi, for all parochial purposes is united to the 
parish of Llandevailog^Tre'r-Graig : the rateable an* 
nual value is £346. 

TREWERN (TRft-WERN), a township, in the 
parish of Buttinotok, within ^e liberties of the 
Dorough of Welshpool, county of Montgomery, 
North Wales, 4 miles (n* e. by e.) from Welsh- 
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pool; containing 372 inhabitants. It is situated on Lampeter to CiEnndigany and comprises a very con- 

tlie right banic cf the river Severtt, oil the road from siderable tract of arable and pasture land, of which, 

Shrewsbury to Welshpool; and is returned at the with ihm ezceptioo of a comparatively small portion, 

rateable annual value of £1067. A small stream, 'the whole is inclosed ; and the surrounding scenery, 

designated by the same name as the township, here though not distinguished by any {>eculiarity of fea^ 

fidh into the Severn. A chapel of ease, capable of tures, is pkesingly enlivened with the grounds and 

accommodating idO persons, has been lately built at ^ntations of some gentlemen's seats in the vicinity, 

aa expense of £260, pardy borne by voluntary cmi* Troedyraur House, the fiunily seat of the Rev. Tbo* 

tributtims, and partly by a donation of £50 from the mas Bowen, the present incumbent, who has distin- 



Church PastDral Aid Sodetv; divine service is per«> guisbcd himself as an enlightened and successful 

^ortned every Sunday and Thursday evening. The agriculturist, is a spacious mansion, beautifully situ* 

tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge oif £308, ated ; and Alderbrook Hall, the seat of John Lioyd 

of which a sum of £165. 10. is payable to the Dean Willktms, EiSq., by whom it was erected, is also « 

and Chapter of Christchnrch, Oxford, and £56 to the handsome house, on an eminence above the church, 

perpetual cumte of Buttington. commanding some good views, and b environed with 

TREWERN (TR&-WERN), with Owiixbr, thriving and extenSve plantations, which are highly 

a hamlet,in thatpartof theparish«of Llanvihakgci^ ornamental to the neighbourhood. 

Nant-Melan which is within the liberties of the The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 

borooghof New Radnor, eounty of Radnor, South king's books at £13) and in the patronage of die 

Wales, 6 miles (w%) frem New Radnor; contaiainv Crown: the tithes have been commuted for a reut» 

158 inhabitants. It forms thie extreme western divu^ charge of £305, subject to rates, averagings £5 per 

siou of the parish, oeoupying the southern dedirity annum ; and tlMre is a glebe of 12 acres, valuea at 

of a lofty mountain which ancieatly composed a part £12 per annum. The church, dedicated to St. 

of the forest of New Radnon Trewem stands o* Michael, is a neat modern structure, erected in the 

the upper portion of the eminence, and G wilier o* year 1795, by subscription among the parishioners, 

the lower, with the road from New Radnor to Rhamdr under the superintendenee of the rector, who has 

passing between them. There are two large tumuli recently added to it a very neat porch at his owa 

<Hi the hill. The tithes have been commuted for a expense. Here was formerly an ancient ohapel, 

rskit-charge of £166, of which a sum of £100 is paid called Twr Ow^ upon the site of which a neat 

to the improfMriaiDor, suisfe^t to rates, averaging £9 parsonage*hoQse hais been built by the present rector, 

ter annum; and £68 to the vicar of Uanvihangei* There ans two places of worship for Galvinistic Me^ 

Nant-MeiaA) sub^t to rates, averaging £3^ thodists, and one for Presbyterians ; and a school- 

TREWYLAN, a hamiet, in &at part of the house has been built at the cost of the parishioners, 

parish of LlansaNtfraid^tk-Mbchan which is ta containing two rooms, in which about 40 boys are 

the upper division of the handred of DsYTHUtt, ffratuttously instructed, at the expense of the iDcum<- 

'county of MoHirGoMEftv, NoRtu Wales, 8 miles bent. A tumulus in this parish, called Cr^g Mawi^ 

{e.) from Ltanvyllin; containing 87 inhabitaiits. It waps opened in the year 18M, under the direction of 

is on the south bank of the river Vymwy. Th^*e the Rev. Thomas Bowen, uf)on whose estate it is 

is mm ancient British fortifioatioh in this famnlet, situ- situated, and was found to contain two earthen vase^^ 

ated in a low meadow, which must have been smw and two labfarymatories: one of the vases, soon after 

rounded on all sides by a morass; it is seen very its exposure, crumbled to pieces; the ether, toge- 

tlistincthr from the Meivod road, i^KMit a quaitar of ther witli the lachrymatories, was presented to the 

•a imle from Poat-y*Pentre. museum at Oxford. Tins tnmuhis was on one side 

TROEDYRAUR (TROED-YR- AUR), m of a cameway, supposed to be a part of a Roman 

parish, composed of the Upper and Lower divisions, road. 

ju ibe anion of NEWGAStL£-EMLYN, upper division TR0WS60ED, a township, in the parish of 

of the hundred of TROCl>Y1lAU1^ eoanty of Caroi- Gwendbwr, hundred of Talgarth, union and 

<oAN, SofOTH Walbs, 4 miles (n. n. s.) Atom New- oouncy of Brecknock, South Wales, 5^ miles 

«astle«Emlyn^ eontaimo^ 1062 inlwbitaiitB, of which {v. e. by n.) froai fireckaock; containing 65 inh»- 

tttnnber, 601 are in the Upper, and 461 in the Lower, bitants. This township is ntuated in the western 

diviflietu The aneient name of this phois Lhnvi- porAom ef the parish, and in a vale through which 

liangel^-Tr^Deyni, was derived from the dedication flows m straam that ftdls into the river Uynvi ; its 

of its charoh to St Michael, and from its having^ rateable anmial vahie has been returned at £406. 

been the residence of some royal personage, pearfaaps TRYDDIN (TREUDDYN), a parochial char 

a pvinoe of Ceredigion: its present appellatien of pehry, in die parish and hundred of M01.D, union of 

Troedymnr, ri^ifjmg <<thefcKAofgokl,'' ori^nated Wrexham, county of Flint, North Waa^s, 6 

in an opinion UMtt gold was formeriy procured at the miles (s.) from Mold; esntaining 1069 inhabitants, 

foot of the emkiexvce on which the enurdi is situated, idie popdatioR kaving increased more than a fourlli 

The parish is intstseeted ^ th« direiot road from 4ince the eensus of laSL Thb [dnce, wluek is sitt^ 
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uted among lofty hills in a rich mineral district, in 
the south-eastern part of the county, abounds^ with 
coal and iron-stone of superior quality ; and within 
the last few years some very extensive works have 
been established, which are carried on with very 
great sxiccess. The Coed Talon collieries aod iron- 
works were first erected in 1817, when the pro- 
prietors opened some mines of coal, which, being 
found of good quality and in ereat abundance, in- 
duced them to erect furnaces, la 1821, for the ma- 
nufacture of iron. These works, after being con- 
ducted with profit for some time, were, in 1825, sold 
to the Welsh Iron Company, who erected additional 
furnaces, and greatly extended the mines and every 
department of the establishment, and in 1830 sold 
them, under the povisions of an act of parliament, 
to IMward Oakefey, Esq., the present proprietor. 
The principal produce of the works is pig iron of a 
peculiar quality, which is in great demand, and is 
much used in making lighter aKicles of madbinery ; 
and the whole of the iron manu&ctured here is pur- 
chased by the makers of machinery at Liverpool and 
Manchester. About six hundred and fifty men are 
constantly employed in the collieries and other works. 
In the coal and iron-stone shale numerous marine 
and vegetable impressions are found, and, in some 
instances, fossilized bones and shells. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£300 royal oouoty, and £400 parliamentary grant ; 
net income, £78, with a glebe-house : patron, Bishop 
of St. Asaph : tlie tithes have been commuted for a 
rent-charge of £381. 12. 11., of which a sum of 
£317. 18. 8. is payable to Mr. Knight, the impro- 
priator, and £63. 14. 3. to the incumbent The 
church, dedicated to St. Mary, is a neat small edifice, 
in good repair. A school containing about 35 chil- 
<tren, is supported by an endowment of £9. 10. per 
annum, a portion of the rent of about 13:}^ acres of 
land, in the parish of Holt, now producing £25 per 
annum, granted for the purpose by Griffith Roberts, 
in 1664, who also directed £3 a year should be paid 
to the curate for preaching six lectures. From the 
sale of timber on the property, in 1803, a sum of £40 
was raised, with whicn a piece of ground oh Lough- 
ton Mountain was purchased, now yielding a rent of 
£i. 9«, which is divided between the two schoolmas- 
ters of this place and Nerouis. A school-house 
was erected here in 1753, by Mrs* E. Hyde, of Ner- 

3uis ; and her successor, Mrs. Giffiird, built a resi- 
ence for the master in the garden adjoining it In 
another school about 40 children are instructed at 
the expense of their parents; and two Sunday 
schools, gratuitously conducted by dissenters, con- 
sist of 310 males and females. Some donations, 
producing about £2 per antium, have been lost to 
the poor, owing to the insolvency of a churchwarden. 
Ofia's Dyke, which commences on the bank of the 
Wye, in Herefordshire, after passing through that 
county, and those of Radnor, Montgomery, Salop} 
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and Denbigh, appears to terminate very abruptly 
on a farm callea Cae Dwn, about a mile from the 
chapel of this place. But there is every probability 
that Ofia completed this ^eat work by contiBuing it 
to the sea near the Point of Air, in the parish of 
Llanasaph, as there are several reniuns of an earth- 
work in die line betweeu that place and Tryddin, 
still retaining the appellation of Clawdd Offa, espe- 
cially near the race-course between Holywell and 
Caerwys, where it has been partially levelled only 
within these few years, and also below the stables, 
and to the north of the grand stand« 

TWINNEL'S (STO» & pansh, in the hundred 
of Castlemartin, union and county of Pembroke, 
South Wales, 4 miles (s. s. w.) fi-om Pembndce; 
containing 234 inhabitants. This parish is pleasantly 
situated in the southern part of the couuty, and oom- 
prises a considerable portion of inclosed and culti- 
vated land, and a small tract of open downs, affording 
good pasturage for sheep and young cattle. Liaiie- 
stone is found in it, and some quarries have been 
opened, in the working of which a portion of the 
inhabitants are employed. The village is neatly 
built, on an eminence, and is of prepossessing ap- 
pearance. Of the rateable annual value of properly, 
the return made amounts to £1321. The livinc^ is a 
discharged vicarage, rated in the king's books at 
£3. 17. H. ; present net income, £150, with a glebe- 
house ; patrons. Precentor and Chapter of St Da- 
vid's. The tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £184, of which £80 are the property of 
the Dean and Chapter of Hereford, subject to rates, 
averaging £9 ; a like sum, subject to a similar amount 
of rates, is payable to the vicar, who has also a glebe 
of 1^ acre, which, with a house, is valued at £10 
annually; and £24, subject to rates that averafi;e 
£3, belong to the impropriators. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Deiniol, is an ancient building, with a 
very lofty tower, and; from its elevated situation, is 
an interesting and conspicuous object from all parts 
of the surrounding country^ There is a place of 
worship for Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. Poor 
children of this place are eligible for gratuitous in- 
structicm in the school supported by E^l Cawdor, in 
the adjoining parish of Stackpool-Elidur. 

TtBRITH UCHAV, county of Denbigh, 
North Wales. — See Garthgarmon. 

TtBROUGHTON, a township, in the parisli 
of Hanmer, union of Ellesmbre, hundred of 
Maelor, county of Flint, North Wales, 8^ miles 
^N* E.) from Ellesmere; containing 160 inhabitants. 
The tithes have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£169. 6., of whidi £135. 7. are payable to the im- 
propriators, and £33. 19. to the vicar of Hanmer. 

TYDWEILIOG (TUDWEILIOG), a parish, 
in the union of Pwllheli, partly in the hunored of 
Commitmaen, but chiefly in that of Dinllaen, in 
the Lleyn division of the county of Carnarvon, 
North Wales, 8 miles (w.) from Pwllheli; con- 
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taininfif 483 inhabitants. This parish, which is bat 
of small extent, is situated on the coast of St George's 
Channel, by which it is bounded on the south ; and 
the inhabitants cany on a considerable herring fish- 
ery. The lands are inclosed and cultivated ; and the 
rateable annual value is £1221. 11. 8. ; the soil is in 
general fertile, and, except during the fishing season, 
the population is wholly employed in agriculture. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£1000 royal bounty ; net income, £80 ; patron and 
impropriator, Sir J. S. Piozzi Salusbury, Hart The 
church is dedicated to St Cwyvan, or, according to 
some, to St Gwynen. There is a day school, in 
which 65 children are educated at the expense of 
their parents ; and three Sunday schools gratuitously 
conducted by dissenters, contain about 290 males 
and females. William Jones bequeathed £10, and 
Thomas John Morris gave a donation of £1 to the 
poor ; the interest of which sums, together with £1, 
the rent of a piece of ground, is distributed among 
them at Christmas. 

TYTHEGSTON (LLAN-DUDWG), a par 
rish, comprising the Upper and Lower divisions, in 
the union of Bridoend and Cowbridge, hundred 
of Newcastle, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, 3^ miles (w.) from Bridgend ; and containing 
792 inhabitants, of which number 696 are in the 
Upper, and 96 in the Lower, division. The present 
name of this place is only a modification of its an- 
cient Welsh appellation, Llan Dudwg, signifying 
^^Dudwg's town," and originally derived from the 
dedication of its church to St Dudwg, or Tudwg, 
one of the disciples of Cenydd, who flourished about 
the middle of the sixth century. The parish is of 
small extent, but contains some good arable and pas- 
ture land ; and the upper division abounds with iron- 
ore, coal, and clay for making bricks, of which con- 
siderable quantities are procured, and by means of a 
railroad communicating with the little harbour of 
Porthcawl, shipped on to the neighbouring coast 
The living is annexed to the vicarage of Newcastle ; 
the church is a small ancient edifice, not distin- 

Suished by any architectural details. In the Higher 
ivision is a day school, in which about 30 children 
are instructed at their parents' expense. Catherine 
Lougher, bv will, in 1722, gave 20<. for a sermon 
to be preached every year, and she gave to Robert 
Knight £100, to purchase lands for the purpose; but 
her intention does not appear to have been fulfilled. 
Thomas Leyson, in 1737, left two subis of ]0#. each, 
for two sermons to be preached yearly, and 10«. to 
the minister of the parish where he should be buried, 
for a sermon on the Sunday next after every anni- 
▼ersary of his death : these sums, and Catherine 
Longher's bequest, are incorrectly mentioned in the 
returns of 1786 to have been for the poor; and 
though paid to the minister down to 1825, they have 
been discontinued since that period, owing to the 
difficulty of identifying the hma. 
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UPPINGTON, a township, in that part of the 
parish of Abberbury which is in the lower division 
of the hundred of Cawrse, county of Montgo- 
MERT, North Wales; containing 123 inhabitants. 
The rateable annual value is returned at £675. 

UPTON, a parish, in the hundred of Castle- 
martin, union and county of Pembroke, South 
Wales, 3^ miles (n. e.) from Pembroke ; containing 
12 inhabitantst This parish, which was withdrawn, 
about four years since, from the hundred of Narberth, 




the rateable annual value of £250. It was formerly 
distinguished for its castle, which if not originally 
built, was anciently occupied, by the family of Mah- 
phant, from whom it passed by. marriage to that of 
Bowen. The castle and its dependencies were sub- 
sequently purchased by Mr. Tasker, who devised his 
estates among his three nieces, one of whom, by mar- 
riage, conveyed the castle and a portion of this pro- 
perty to the Rev. William Evans, who is now owner 
of the parish. The remains of the old castle, incor- 
poratea in the buildings of the present mansion, 
consist principally of the entrance gateway, and the 
two circular bastions by which it was defended ; one 
of these now forming a projecting window in one of 
the apartments. The seat occupies a charming situ- 
ation, and commands beautiful and picturesque views 
of the surrounding country, and of the ruins of Carew 
Castle, washed at their base by the converging estu- 
aries which unite to form this branch of uie naven. 
The living is annexed to the rectory of Nash. The 
church, a small edifice, supposed to have been bujlt. 
at the same time as the castle, to wUch it was for- 
merly attached, contains some ancient monuments, 
among which is one having a recumbent effigy of a 
warrior in complete armour, under a richly sculptured 
canopy of stone ; a clenched hand, issuing from the 
wall, forms a candelabrum for a taper, for the main- 
tenance of which some fund has been probably left 
by the deceased or his relatives* There are ako seve- 
ral mural monuments to the more recent proprietors 
of the estate 

UWChIaVON, a division, in the parish of 
Gwyddelwern, hundred of Edeyrnion, county of 
Merioneth, North Wales; comprising the united 
hamlets of Bddheulog, Cynwyd Vawr, Cynwyd 
Vechan, and Persaithydd : the population is included 
in the return for the parish. The village of Cynwyd, 
situated on the road from Corwen to Btda and Dinas 
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Mowddwy, 2 miles (s. w.) from Corwen, is noted as 
the place where a court for the thirteen baronies con- 
tained within the oomot of Edeyrnion was anciently 
held, chiefly for the purpose of settling the bounda- 
ries of the lords' claims upon the wastes and com- 
mons, and for taking cognizance of encroachments ; 
but a disagreement arising among the lords, the 
records were destroyed, and the court has since been 
discontinued. The river Trustion runs through this 
village, about half a mile above which it pours it» 
waters over a precipitous ledge of rocks, upwards of 
sixty feet high, add forms a pleasing cascade; the 
first fall rushes dirough a narrow chasm, about fbrty 
feet in perpendicular height, and is received into a 
basin, measuring at least ten feet in diameter, whence 
it pursues its course for several yards Wong a rocky 
riage, and then rolls over, in three falls of about 
twenty feet, into a natural reservoir more capacious 
than the former ; within a short distance of this^ after 
passing through the dingle and the village^ it empties 
Itself into the Dee. There are two flannel manu- 
factories and a corn-mill upon this stream ; the latter 
of which, situated near the bottom of the wateriall, 
contributes materially to the picturesque character of 
the scenery, which from the rocky declivities being 
in many places well clothed with wood, is pleasing 
and attractive. Fairs are held on August 6th and 
October 21st A school-room was built at Cynwyd 
by subscription, in consequence of a bequest or £200 
by Hugh Roberts, in 1807, the produce to be applied 
to the instruction of children of the Uwch-Avon 
division, and the parish of Llangar, two*thirds to the 
former, and one-third to the latter; and there are 
places of worship for Baptists, and Calvinistic and 
Wesley an Methodists. Morris Edwards, in 1822, 
bequeathed £100 for the benefit of the poor of the 
division, the interest of which is regiilarly distributed 
amons' them at Christmas. Near T^*n-y-Wem is a 
remarkably fine oak, about ninety feet high, the 
tmnk of which, at the distance of seven feet from 
the ground, measures twenty feet in girth, and one 
of Its branches thirteen; and there is also in the 
vicinity a very large elm-tree, eleven feet in circum- 
f^ren ce. 

UWCH-COED, a hamlet, in the parish of 
PtNEGOES, hundred of Machynlleth, county of 
Montgomery, North Wale^, 6 miles (e. by s.) 
from Machynlleth; containing 403 inhabitants. It 
forms the upper part of the parish, where the moun- 
tains are lofty, and consists of extensive wastes. In 
those of Dylivau and Esgair-(}alied lead-ore is ob- 
tained, and the mines formerly afforded employment 
to many families, bat are at present only partially 
w6rked. The road from Newtown ta Machynlleth 
passes through it. 

UWCH-MYNYDD, a division, in the parish of 

GwYDDELWERN, hundred of Edeyrnion, comntV of 

Merioneth, North Wales, comprising the united 

hamlets of Bddgynvaen and Clegir r the population 
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is included in the return for die pariah* The small' 
romantic village of Melinwig is situated within ite 
limits. There are pkM^cs of woonhip for Wesleyans^ 
Baptists^ and Cahrmistio Metho«Ksta; and a sum <^ 
36i«, arising from a gift of GhrifiBtb Roberts, is dkh 
tributed among the poor at Gkristmas* Vest%e» 
of a British encampment are traceable on Bettfre 
mountain* 

UWCH-Y-GARBEG (UWCH-GAREG), a 
township, in the parish and oiiian of Machtmlleth^ 
lower division of the hundred of MACHYNLLBTif^ 
county of Montgomery, Nori^h Wales, 6 ndlea 
{s, £.) from Machynlleth; coataining 372 iahafab^ 
ants. It comprises the upper portion of the parish, 
which consists principally of boggy elevations and- 
barren wastes ; and the rateable annual value is re- 
turned at £1449. Mod Vadyn is a coaioal emr- 
nence rising one thousand ei^ht handred and sixty- 
four feet amove the level of Uie sea; the lofty Piia- 
limmon bonnds the township on the south-west, and 
at its base is a pool called Glasl^n, or ^ the Bloe 
Lake." Neariy naif-way to Llanidloes, and about 
a mile and a half from the road, is a very picturesque 
wateriall, designated Pistyll Rhaiadr^ fbrmed by a 
stream that here precipitates itself whh great force 
over several rocky ledges, one of which is perpendi- 
cular and of considerable height The road from. 
Machynlleth to Llanidloes passes through the town* 
ship ; and a short distance to the right of it, not br- 
from Giaslyn, are some lead-mines, which have been 
only partiallv worked, though the ore is said to con- 
tain some silver. There are three Sunday aohools, 
appertaining to dissenters^ in whioh about 210 nudes 
and females are gratuitously instructed. 

UWCH-^GRAIG (UWCH-GRAIG), a 
hamlet, in the parish of Llanddwywau, hundred of 
Ardudwy, county of Mbrionbth, North Wales; 
containing 98 inhabitants. This hamlet forms the- 
upper part of the parish, and consists chiefly of lofhr 
and extensive monntains; and the road from Dof- 
gelley to Harlech passes through it. It contains 
three small lakes, called respectively Irddin, Bodlyn^ 
and Dulyn, of which the two latter are connected ; 
and from these issues a stream that frdls into Cardi- 
gan bay. Near them, in the pktin adjacent^ are- 
various Dmidieal remaina, consisting of cromledM^ 
carneddau, maen hirion, and eist-vaens ; and on the 
west is a Bk'itisfa post, named Craig*-y-Diiia8, sois 
rounded vrith rough stones, on the summit of a 
.conical hilK In an opposite direction, on the top of 
another bill, is Castell Dinas Cortin, encircled witk 
intrenchm'ents, and having an advanced w«rk in 
front Towards the northern part of the hamlet i»a 
narrow defile, named Drws Aidudwy, or <^ the Door 
into Ardudwy,^' through which a diiradt and danger- 
ous road, under impending cHifs, leads from Trwm^ 
vynydd to theparochml ehurdi* 

UZM ASTON, apariid)^ in the union of Havbr-* 
FORDWEST, hundred of Dvholeddy, and county of 
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Fbmbrqke, South Waixs, I^ nule (s. s.) ftom -rest are engaged in ag ric rf til re, and in tlie wnrks 

Harerfordwett; containing 627 inhabitants. This at MeTthyr-T^ril. lor die aceonunodation of the 

parish, (Munmonly ealled ^^Jbrniston/' U «itaated on -persons oconpied in the iroa-worin of that place the 

the Western Cleddy riyer, and comprises a moderate village of Coedycymmer, in this parish, appears to 

extent of iacbsed and cultivated land; the soil is have arisen; it is bnilt upon « tract of common, 

generally fertile, and the inhabitants are chiefly withovt any regard to regularily or order, and is 

employed in agriculture. The western part of it, aliMMt exclusivi3y inhabited l^ those employed in 

containing the stri^gling estremity of a suburb of the works, since the establishment df whicn the pa- 

Haverfordwest, termed Cartlett, is included adthin mh has greatly increased in population. Some lead- 

.the new electoral limits of thatborou^. Theparish ore has been occasionally discovered above Coedv- 

•ratesare levied by the ploiq^hland, m the measure- cymmer, near the turnpike •road, thongh not in 

jnent of which ten iaet and a half are allowed to each sufficient quantity to remunerate the labours of the 

.rod ; and the rateable annual valae 43£ the whob has miner; and twoeroall woollen manu&etories have abe 

•been returned at £li)5d. The living is a pei^etaal been carried on for some years ; but the number of 

•curacy, endowed with £008 royal branty, and £400 P*^^ ^^g^^^ i* ▼^ry inconsiderable. 

.parliamentary, grant; net income £117 ; patrons and xhe LivivG'is a rectory, mted in the king's books 

approprfators. Precentor and Chapter 4)f 8t David's, at £8. d. 11-^ and in the patronage of die Crown; 

wJiDse tithes have Jieen oennnutea &r a rent-charee present gross income, £292, arising from tithes, pro*- 

i(tf £205;, subject to rates, averaging £il 8. U.'Si The ducing £260, and glebe land £82. The advow*- 

^undi, dedieated to St. IsoMel, is not vemaricable for -son, prior to the i&ibraMtlion, was vested in the 

any architectural details. . lords of Brecknock, but wasr forfeited on the at*- 

ttainder of the Duke of BuckiBgham, in the reig^ of 

Henry VIII., sinoe which time it has remained with 

the princedom of Wales. The cAvrcA, dedicated^ 

according to some authorities, to St. Gwendoline, 

and as ^ers state to St. Gwenvrewi, is an ancient 

edifioe, consistfng of a neve, chancel^ and small tower, 

and is pieasantly eitaated on the western bank of the 

V A ENGL, or VAYNGL, a township, in the Lesser TAf, «pon a shelving ledge of ground, whieh 

pariah and union of St. Asaph, hundred of Ruudd- appears to have subsided from '&e adjoining hill, or 

LAN, county of Flint, North Wales: the popu*- :to have been torn from it by ^me violent con vul- 

Jation is included in that returned for the (mrisk foon ; it is a dark, lo«r building, not possessing ant 

This place constitutes a prebend in the Cathedral uidiitectoval -dlaim to notice. In lAke outside widl is 

Church of St Asaph, always held by the Precentor ; m stone commemorating the decease of a woman who 

and the tithes have been commutod for a rent-charge lived during seven successive reigns, and died at die 

)of £dd8. 10. 2^ wl»oh is ps^rable to him, with the advanoed a^ of 106 years. 'Hie parsonage-house 

-exception of £L 1. to ^e pudsb-clerk. is an indimrent buildmg, to which about twenty- 

VAINOB, or VAYNOR (Y FAENOE, or seven acres of glebe land are attached. There are 

JMAGNGR), a parish, in the union of Me&thyr^ -places of worship for lnde)»endents, Calvinistic Me^ 

TvDviL, hundred of Pencellt, county of Breck* thodists, and Umtarians : two day schools afford in- 

NocK, SocTU Wales, 8^ miles (n. by e.) from struction to 160 chiklren at their parents' expense ; 

Merthyr-Tydvil ; containing 3286 inhabitants. This «nd there ate also four Sunday schools, of which on^ 

parish comprises the hamlets of Coedycynuner, Dy^ contains about 100 males and females, who attend 

Iryn, and Gelli, in miykh last is the church, and is the Established Church, and the other three are con^ 

situated on tibe Lesser Taf river, about two miles to neoted with dissenters. 

the left of the turnpike-road ftom Brecknock to Mer- An ancient stone^ with an inscription greatly de^ 

thyr-Tydvil. It includes an extensive tract of land, faced, and which is supposed to have been part of an 

at which a very ooosidecaUe portion is unincloaed old cro«f, is placed within a hundred yards of tke 

«ad uncultivated ; but the remmnder prochices very twelfth milestone -on the tarnpike-road from Breck^ 

gQoi crops of grain, and eaceUeat pasturage fin* nock to Merdiyr, as a gate-post in a wall on the rights 

aheep and catde ; and the annual value of the ri^e- hand side of the road. These crosses, in remote 

aUe preferty in the whole has been retunied at periods, were used for a variety of purposes : they 

scenery is pleaain^v were principaUy set up as landmati^s, for the di^^ 

country abounds with sion ot property ; when placed in a hedge, they pro*- 

iaterestinr objects ; the views over the counties of hibited foot-passengers from making a path across 

JSreckaocic, Monmouth, and Ghunocgan, being ex* the field ; when on the road-side, and inscribed with 

tenuve and picturesque. Limestone is found in the name of some of the primitive fathers of the 

various parts, and the procuriAg of it affords employ- British Church, tliey were Uitended to denote that 

JMUt to a portion of the inhabitants, of whom the Christianity had been preached in that place, and to 
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iuspire sentiments of devotion in the minds of tra- 
vellers. In process of time they multiplied exceed- 
inelyy and there is scarcely a parish in the princi- 

?dity which did not once contain several of them, 
i'here are also numerous cameddaut or heaps of 
stones ; two of which are particularly distinguished, 
and are named respectively Y Garn Wen, and Y 
Garn Ddu, or ^* the white" and *^ the black cairns." 
Near the church is a natural cavern, called Ogov 
Glaig, from which issues a small brook ; and close to 
it is an artificial mound, or barrow, but nothing is 
known of its origin, though it may probably have 
been rabed over the remains of some persons of 
eminence interred here. In various parts are pannau, 
or cavities, which are very common in limestone 
tracts. Hy wel Rh^s, a poet of considerable genius, 
though poor and unlettered, and author of several 
productions of considerable merit, was born in the 
parish, and died in 1 799. 

VAINOR (FAENOR.LAS), a hamlet, inthe 
parish of GlIscomp^ hundred of Colwtn, county 
of Radnor, South Wales, 8 miles (e.) from 
Builth ; containing 303 inhabitants. This hamlet is 
situated between the Glascomb and Br^ngw^n hills, 
and a small stream, which flows into the river Edwy, 
passes through it. It forms one-half of the parish, 
of which the hamlet of Drewern constitutes the other. 
At a place called Little Hill are four large upright 
stones, erected, it is said, to commemorate a battle 
fought in the neighbourhood. 

VAINOR (FAENOR), a hamlet, in the parish 
of Nantmel, hundred of Rhaiadr, county of Rad- 
nor, South Wales, 3 miles (e. n. e.) from Rhai- 
adr; containing 262 inhabitants. It comprises a 
vale in the upper part of the parish, near the source 
of the Dulas stream, which flows into the river 
Ithon. 

VAINOR-ISA (FAENOR-ISAF), a township, 
in the parish of Llanbadarn-Vawr, union of Aber- 
YSTWiTH, lower division of the hundred of Geneu'r- 
Glyn, county of Cardigan, South Wales, 1 mile 
(n. n. e.) from Aberystwith ; containing 256 inha- 
bitants. It lies on the sea-coast, and contains seve- 
ral pleasing residences ; and a portion of it is in- 
cluded within the new boundaries of the contributory 
borough of Aberystwith, to the schools at which place 
the children of the township have access. The Duke 
of LfCeds, as lord of the manor of Vainor, receives 
five shillings per ton on the coal brought coastwise 
to Aberystwitn, by virtue of a grant made by King 
Charles I. 

VAIN9R-UCHA (FAENOR-UCHAF), a 
township, in the parish of Llanbadarn-Vawr, 
union of Aberystwith, lower division of the hun- 
dred of Geneu'r-Glyn, county of Cardigan, 
South Wales, 2 miles (e. n, e.) from Aberystwith; 
containing 315 inhabitants. The northern part of 
this township is partially wooded, and here are a few 
large uprignt stones, standing apart, which are ap* 
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parently of great antiquity; it is bounded 00 the 
south by the river RheidioL There is a day schcMd, 
in which about 25 children are instructed at their 
parents' expense ; and a Sunday school is carried on, 
containing about 55 males and females, who are 
taught gratuitously by the master of the day school 
andassistants. 

VAN, a township, in the parish of Bedwas, 
union of Cardiff^ hundred of Caerphilly, county 
of Glamorgan, South Wales, 1 mile (e.) from 
Caerphilly; containing 61 inhabitants. The re- 
mainder of the parish is in the hundred of WentUcM^, 
county of Monmouth, and is connected with this 
township by Bedwas bridge, across the river Rom- 
ney, which separates the two counties. Here is a 
day school, in which about 20 children are taught at 
the expense of their parents. 

VARCHWEL, a hamlet, in the parish of Guii.»- 
FiELD, partly in the hundred of Pool, and partly ib 
the liberties of the borough of Welshpool, county 
of Montgomery, Nort^ Wales, 4 miles (n. e.) 
from Welshpool : the population is included in the 
return for the parish. The Guibfield branch of the 
Montgomeryshire canal commences near this ham- 
let. 

' VELINDRE (TREF-Y-FELIN), with TrA- 
ooED, a township, in that part of the parish of Glas- 
BURY which is in the hundred of TIlgarth, union 
of Hay, county of Brecknock, South Wales, 
4 miles (s. w.) from Hay ; containing 410 inhabit- 
ants. It is situated at the north-western extremity 
of the Black Mountains of Talgarth. Tr^goed, in 
the hamlet of that name, is the seat of the Vis- 
count Hereford ; and in the township of Velindre is 
Gwemyvet, formerly that of the fieunily of Williams, 
but now a farm-house, and the property of Colonel 
Wood, in right of his mother, who was the daughter 
of the late Sir Edward Williams. At Velindre was 
once a chapel of ease, which was demolished about 
the middle of the last century; and here was an- 
ciently what was called the Lord's mill, which is 
implied in the name, signifying ^* Milltown." There 
are places of worship for Baptists and Independents ; 
the latter, endowed with a htm designated Blaenaa 
Bach, in the parish, said to have been purchased 
with the aggregate amount of several small bequests 
and donations, and now yielding a rental of £20. 
In 1612, Sir David Williams, of Gwernyvet, left 
twenty shillings per annum, to be paid out of the 
tithes of Gwenddwr, towards repairing the road from 
Velindre to Tyle Gl&s; thirty shiUings from the 
same source to the poor of Velindre and Aberllynvii 
and £5 a year, to be distributed either in food or 
clothing, to the most distressed poor in the neigh- 
bourhood of Gwemyvet. The property left for 
these purposes having very much increased in value, 
the sum of £8. 0. 6. is now paid towards the repair 
of the road ; £6. 8. 6., as the bequest for the poor of 
Velindre and Aberllynvi; and £22. 2. 6. are dis- 
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tribated in meat and clothing to the poor resident 
aboat Gwernyvet 

VELINDRE, with Gwempa, a hamlet, in the 
parish of Llangendeirn, hundred of Kidwelly, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 6 miles 
(s. s. E.) from Carmarthen : the population is included 
in the return for the parish. This hamlet is situated 
on the northern declivity of seme elevated ground, 
about a mile and a quarter to the south of the paro- 
chial church. 

VENNI-VACH, a township, in the parish of 
St. John the Evangelist, Brecknock, hundred 
of Merthyr-Ctnog, uniqp and county of Breck- 
nock, South Wales, 1^ mile (w.) from Breck- 
nock; containing 148 inhabitants. This place is 
beautifully situated under a luxuriant wooa, facing 
the south, to which circumstance may be attributed 
the numerous virandas that embellish the cottages, 
and add so much to their pleasing and picturesque 
appearance. The township is bounded on the west 
by the river Yscir, and on the south by the Usk ; 
and the annual value of its rateable property is re- 
turned at £1057» At its western extremity, and 
in the angle formed by the rivers Usk and Yscir, 
at their confluence here, stood Caer Vong, or Caer 
Bannau, the ancient metropolis of Bleddyn ab Maen- 
arch, which was razed to the ground by Bernard 
Newmarch, who, having defeat^ him in battle, and 
usurped his territories, built a fortress for their de- 
fence near the confluence of the Honddii with the 
Usk, for the erection of which the remains of Caer 
Vong furnished materials, and also for building the 
town of Brecknock, which rose from its ruins around 
the newly constructed fortress. This spot, now called 
*^ the Gaer," is supposed to have been originally the 
site of one of the earliest stations of the Romans, in 
the province of Britannia Secunda. According to 
Mr. Strange, who has described it in the Arch»olo- 
gia, it forms a quadrilateral area, six hundred and 
twenty-four feet in length, and four hundred and 
twenty-six feet wide, rounded at the angles. The 
foundation of the wall by which it is inclosed is still 
entire, and is seven feet in thickness : in some places 
this wall is remaining to the height of from three to 
six feet above the ground, with some of the facings 
entire. A fragment of brick inscribed leg. ii. av6«, 
two gold coins of the Emperor Nero, and a silver 
coin of Trajan, discovered at this place, were, ac- 
cording to Mr. Strange, in the possession of the 
{proprietor of the soil. About a quarter of a mile 
rom the farm-house now occupying part of the area, 
in a lane leading to Brecknock, is a stone, about six 
feet in height, having two figures rudely cut on it in 
relief, and part of an inscription, of which only the 
words ET conivnx eivs-bst are now legible. 

At a short distance from the Gaer, towards the 

east, were the lines of a British encampment, plainly 

discernible till overspread by the luxuriant woods of 

Venni, . by which they are now entirely concealed, 

421 



and consequently not to be traced without the greatest 
difficulty. A mile to the north-east is Pen-y-Cr^, 
one of the largest and most perfect remains of the 
strong-holds of the ancient Britons in South Wales ; 
its form is elliptical, including an area nearly six 
hundred yards in circuit, defended all round by three 
high ramparts, which are for the greater part entire : 
it occupies a commandine^ situation on the summit of 
a lofty hill, overlooking the town of Brecknock, and 
having the only entrance on the east The prospect 
from this height is very extendve and exceedingly 
beautiful, comprehending the Vale of Usk, with the 
winding cowse of the river from below Bwlch to the 
tastefully disposed and richly varied grounds of Pen- 
pont and Abercamlais ; on the south rises the magv- 
nificent chain of mountains called the Beacons, and 
on the north is the small but highly picturesque Vale 
of Honddd. Among the numerous interesting ob- 
jects which tlus splendid view embraces are, the 
ivy-mantled ruins olf Brecknock Castle; the venerable 
towers of the priory and St. Mary's churches ; the 
luxuriant woods of Pennoyre, Frwdgr^^ Dinas, 
Penpont, and Venn! ; and the numberless heights of 
varied aspect which fill up this tract of country, 
abounding in beauty and variety, and combining the 
most prominent features of pleasingly picturesque 
and strikinorly romantic scenery. On an eminence 
formerly called Pen Cevn-y-Gaer, and now Slwch 
Tump, at the eastern extremity of the parish, are the 
remains of an encampment, similar in form to that 
of Pen-y-CHig, but of smaller dimensions, defended 
by a double fosse, which is in some places nearly 
destroyed. 

VERWIC (Y FER WIG), a parish, in the lower 
division of the hundred of Troedyraur, union and 
county of Cardigan, South Wales, 2^ miles (n.) 
from Cardigan; containing 456 inhabitants. This 
parish, which is situated on the coast of St George's 
Channel, is celebrated in the Welsh annals for the 
memorable and sanguinary resistance opposed by the 
natives to a body of in^^ding Flemings, who had 
effected a landing on a part of the beach, called 
Traeth-y-Mount; and in the desperate battle which 
ensued these invaders were defeated with dreadful 
carnage, and their dead bodies were strewn in heaps 
on the sands. This conflict took place on the first 
Sunday after New-year's day, which, from that event, 
was styled Sul C6ch, or ^* tne Red Sunday," near a 
farm named Nant-y-Flynion, from the small brook 
•in the neighbourhood, close to which the enemy 
landed. The bones of the slaughtered Flemings 
buried on the coast are still discoverable when the 
sands are scattered by the winds. The parish is 
skirted by the river Teivy, which abounds with 
salmon, trout, turbots, dories, sewin, and various 
other kinds of fish, in taking which the inhabitants 
ure chiefly employed during tae season. The living 
is a discharged vicarage, rated in the king's books at 
i^lO. 13. 4., endowed with £200 royal bounty, and i^ 
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ihe patronage of tke Crown; fMreseiit pet ioeome^ 
£69 ; impropriatofs, Arthur Jones and J. P. Miles, 
Esqrs. A rentH)tiarge of £240 has been awarded as 
A eommutation in lieu of tithesi <»f whick sikb tke 
iteproppiators receive two-thirds and the vioar one- 
diird. The churchy dedicated to St. Pedrog, is a 
small ancient edificoi with a tower, and consists of a 
nave and chancel, sepamted by a large pdnted arch; 
the nave communicates with the tower by a similar 
arch of smaller dimensions; the font is elaborately 
ornamented, and over the porch is the date 1627. 
Here are two Sunday school^ siipported by dissent- 
ers, and containing about 185 nmles aad females. 
On a tenement in me parish is a barrow, from which 
it has obtained the name of Cr^, but nothing is 
known of its origia. 

VORLAN, ^ township, in the parish <of St. 
•Mary's, or Maenclochog, union of Narbehth, 
hundred of Dunoledby, county of Pembroke, 
South Waxes, 9 miles (K.byw.) from Narberth; 
containing 47 inhabitants. This township is of very 
small extent, the rateable annual value being re- 
turned at £\S7 o»Iy ; and 4he vioar of the parish was 
formerly the only inhabitant of it assessed to the 
relief of the poor. 

VRITHOED, with Cyfeiliog, a hamlet, in the 

Krish of Cyfeilioo, hundred of Ruthin, county of 
ENBioH, North Wales: the population is in- 
cluded in the return for the parish. In 1731, John 
Morris bequeathed some land, which produces a 
small sum, towards the support of a schoolmaster, and 
for apprenticing poor children of the hamlet. 

VRO, a parcel, in the parish of Llangynider, 
hundred of Crickhowel, county of Brecknock, 
South Wales; containing 542 inhabitants. The 
parochial church is situated in this, parcel, which is 
t>ounded on the nordi-east by the river Usk, and on 
the north*-west by the Crawnon brook, which flows 
into that river near where an ancient castle is said to 
have stood. A bridge crosses the former, on the 
line of road leading Tcom Crickhowel to Bredcnock 
^and to Talgarth. The Brecknodc canal passes 
through thb place, along the western bank of the 
Usk; and its rateable annual value is returned at 
£1442. The hills abound with limestone, the quar- 
rying and burning of which affoid employment to 
many of the inhabitants. Here is a day school^ in 
which about 25 children receive instruction at the 
expense of their parents; and three Sunday schools, 
mituitously conducted by Baptists and Indepen- 
dents, contain 60 males and females. 

VRO, a hamlet, in the .parish of Llantketty, 
^hundred of Pencelly, union and county of Breck- 
KOCK) South Wales, 7 miles (n.) from Merthyr- 
Tydvil ; containing 324 inhabitants. It comprises a 
fOortion of the upper part of the Vale of the Lesser 
T&f, which contains some pleasing scenery, iind in* 
dudes Taf Vechan chapel^ the living of which is a 
jperpetual curacy, endowed with £800 royal bounty, 
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and £200 parliamentary grant, and annexed la ilie 
rectory of Llanthetty. The rateable annual value df 
the hamlet is returned at £208L 

VYNNE (FINAU), a lordship, in the Daridi of 
Abbrouilly, lower division of me iMindred of £l- 
vET, county of Carmarthen, South Wales : the 
population b included in the return fer the pariah. 
This place belongs to the Bishop of St. David'% and 
it possesses sosie peculiar privileges, cUstinct from 
the rest of the parisn. A court leet is regularly heldt 
and a portreeve and constables are appointed for it. 
A rate is also collected for the xepmrs ef the roads ef 
this district, exclusively of that for the rest of tke 
IMurish ; b«t there is bo separate assestflieBt for the 
mainteBaace of the poor. 
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WALTON, with Wqmaston, ^township, in the 
parish of Old Radnor, liberties of the boroi^ 4f 
New Radnor, union of Kington, county of Rad- 
nor, South Wales, 3 miles (e.) from New Badaorj 
containing 221 inhabitants. This township is situated 
at the junction -of the roads firom Kington to New 
Radnor, Presteign, and Knighton ; and a tributary of 
the Somergil brook flows through it. Here are two 
day schools, in which about 30 children are instructed 
at the expense of their _parents. 

WALTON (EAST), a parish, in the union of 
Haverfordwest, hundred of Dungubddy, oounty 
of Pembroke, South Wai^s, 7 miles (n. n. e.) 
from Haverfordwest; containing 274 inhabitants. 
This parish formerly constituted a part 4>f the ample 
.possessions of the commandery of tLe Knights of St 
John of Jerusalem, at Slebech, to which establishment 
it was given by its Norman proprietor, Walter de 
Wale, from whom it derived its name, Wale!s towBt 
or Walton. The scenery, though l>y no means rich, 
is less dreary than in some other parts of the countor; 
and Pentv Park, the property of a branch of the 
family of Philipps, of Picton Castle, with its grounds, 
forms a pleasing and ornamental feature in we Jand* 
scape. The living is« perpetual curacy, endowed 
witn £600 royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary 
grant; net income, £60; patron and impropriatory 
Lloyd Philipps, Elsq^ whose tithes have oeen com- 
muted at a rentH^rge of £170. The church, dedi- 
cated to St. Mary, is a very small rude edifioe» eon- 
sistiqg only of a nave, without either tower or spire. 
The sum of £5 per annum* subsequently reduced to 
£d, and now discontinued, was leit by the late Mr. 
Philipps, of Tenby, chargeable on his estate of Penty 
Park, for the education of seven children of tiie 
parish. Here is a day school, in which about 25 
children are instructed at the expense of their piu^nls; 
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also 8 Sunday school, oontHinii^ aboat 30 males and crops of wheat, barley, oats, tuniipB, and patatoM, 

females, who are grattritouely taagfat by OJvinistie with clover, hay, &c There are limratone quarries' 

Methodist& worked, oire being attached to each of the four farms 

WALTON (WEST), apBrish, in the anion of that constitute the parish, and th«T yield a sufficient 

Hatertordwest, bundred of Rhos, connty ef Pek^ supply of stone and Ikne not only for tite agricultural 

BROKE, South Walxb, 6 mile8(w.byB.) from Haver- wants of the immediate locality, but also for ^e 

iordwest; containing 544 inhabitants. This parish neighbouring places, if necessary. Within its KmiU 

is HtnstcdupoB the coasts St. Bride's bar, by which is a small Tillage named Morrian; and its TtAeaiAe 

it is bounded on tiie west : the sorrouailme^ coantry annual value is returned at £7B&. 9. The living is 

is destitute of beauty, bat the view over ttie bay is a discharged vicarage, rated in the king's books at 

enlivened by the possinff and repassing of vessels. £4. 8. 1 4-, and endowed with £400 roy^ bounty. 

Of the rateable anouaf value, the return made and £200 parliamentary grant; net income, £83,- 

amounts to £724. 7. The Uriag is a discharged patron, Bisaep of St. IJarid's : the titbee have been 

rcetory, rated in the king's books at £6.13.4., and commuted br a rent-charge of £170, of which £120' 

endowed wittv £4M r^^ bounty ; present net are payable to the bisb^, and £50 to tb« vicar, 

income, £1M; pation, Rev. Robert Ferris: the who has also a glebe of 4 acres, valued at £12 per 

tithes have been coounnted for a rent-charge of annum. The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is an 

£184. 15. ; and there is a gleW of one acre, valued ancient building witli a square tower, surmouMeif by 

at£l. 10. perannum. The ^urdi is not entitled t« a spire ef stone, supposed to have been erected by 

architectural notice. the Norman or Flemish settlers in the reign of 

WALWYN'S CASTLE, a parisli, in the onion Henry L, and forming a conspicuous object on this 

of HAVERroRowBST, kondred ot Rhos, connty of part of the coast : including the chaneel, it is 7B feet 

Pssf BKOKE, Sourn Wales, 6 miles (s. w. by w.) long by 18 wide, with 12 r^uliw pews, more than 

from Haverfordwest ; containing 388 inhabitants, sufficient for the accommodation of the inhabitants. 

This parish, w^h is situated near St. Bride's bay, In the chuicbyard is the pedestaf of an old cros^ 

is called by the Welsh Castell Gwalchmai, a name in which is inserted ^e head of one of the circular 

probably derived from the tradition that Clwalehraai, hind. A day school, containing about 115 children, 

cousin of King Arthur, and a warrior of g^aMic is partly supported by donatrans from Eari anj 

stature, having been driven from his inheritance in Coantess Cawitor, and partly by payments firom the 

Gelvay, was wceckod oJf this coast, and interred parents. According to teanttion, there was a reli-' 

here; and his reauins are said to have been found gious house on a bnn called Warren ; bud there are 

in the rei^ of William the Conqueror. The rate- no reraaiae of it, and the only records of its exist- 

ableanniial valueaniountsto£l91I. 7.5. Thetiving e nee are the names of sevenU places in the imme- 

is a rectory, rated io the kins^s books at £7. 13. 4., diate neigbbourbood, which would appear to htertt 

and in. the patronage of the Crown ; present net in- been derived from such an establisbment. Vestiges' 

come, £270, with a glebe-house. The charcb, dedi> of a British fortification, of rarcutar form, and sliiria 

cated to St. James, b an ancient edifioe, not remark- good preservation, may be seen on mi elevated spot 

able for any architectuial details. Here is a Sunday east of tlic cknrch : it was defended by a triple 

school, in whidi about 30 males and females are rampart^ having an entrance on the west side, an<t 

gratuitously tauabt. A tamnlue near the church is- appears to have been of great strength : the aresi 

supposed to mark the site of the ancient castle, but within the inner rampavt, which is the most entire, is 

no partioulan of its foondation or history are known : about one acre in extent. It appears to have fmned 

there are no vestiges of buiJdtnes of any kind, and a link in a chain of Ibrtificadons by which the soutit- 

tfae artificial mound may probably be only a sepul- western coasts were protected From the piratical in- 

ohral memorial raised over the remains of Gwalchmai, cursions of the Saxons and Danes, 
or some other chiefitain. WELS 

WARREN, a parish, in tbe hundred of Castle- borongb, mi 

MAKTiN, union and county of Pcubbokb, South nzetown,an 

Wales, 4 miles (s. w.) from Pembroke; containinjf ingexclusivi 

117 inhabkants. This parish, situated in the sooth- in the union 

ern part of the cettnty, is bounded on the north by county of M 

Monkton, ewt by Sl Twinnel's, west by Castle- NoRTH Wa 

martin, aod south by the mouth of the Bristol (n.) from ] 

Channel, the view over which is fine and extensive; and 175 (s 

and contains by admeasurement rather more than from Lond 

lOOO'acres* whereof 600 are arable, about SOO-pas^ road from S _, „ 

turej and 30O waste, ciifl^ down, and game covefs. Aberystwith; the parmtl ooBPoaATiONaEAl, - 

Tlie soU consists of a red rab lying on a- substratum comprises the Upper, Middle, and Lower (Hvirions^ 
of linMstonc, and produces excellent and abandBnC and the township- of Grvronnydd; and' contains 4626 
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iDhabitants, of which number 4549 are in the several 
divinions, Upper, Middle, and Lower, and the re- 
mainine 77 in the township of Cyvronnydd. The 
original name of this place, written " Trell^," from 
the Welsh ** Tre 'r Llyn," was derived from its 
situation near a po6l or lake of very great depth* 
From this circumstance, also, it obtained its present 
English appellation of Pool ; and, in order to distin- 

fuish it from the town of that name in the county of 
)orset, it has long been generally called Welshpool. 
The lake, which is now within the park of Powis 
Castle, is nearly three hundred feet in depth, and, 
from the dark colour of its waters, has obtained the 
designation of Ll^n Du, or ' *^ the Black Lake," 
since corrupted into " Llyndy Pool" The town is 
of ancient origin ; the first notice of it occurs in the 
Welsh annals of 1109, when Cadwgan ab Bleddyn 
ab Cynvyn, a powerful native chieftain of Powys, 
having succeeded, «ven during the state of anarchy 
prevailing at that time, in reducing his territories to 
some degree of order and tranquillity, by a rigid 
and impartial administration of justice, repaired to 
this place, and began to erect a castle, which he in- 
tended to make his principal residence, and the seat 
of his government But this virtuous prince, whom 
Camden dignified with the epithet of the '^ renowned 
Briton," was, during his abode here, suddenly at- 
tacked by his nephew Madoc, a lawless ehieftain 
of North Wales, at the head of a numerous band of 
desperate and profligate followers, who, taking him 
by surprise, murdered him before he had^time either 
to defend himself or to take measures for his escape. 
On the death of Cadwgan, the castle which he had 
begun was left unfinished ; but the work was resumed 
and completed by Gwenwynwyn, who succeeded his 
father, Owain Cyveiliog, in the government of the 
southern part of Powysland. In the year 1191, in 
resentment of various depredations which had been 
committed by the Wekh on the English vassals in 
the marches, Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
the absence of Richard L in the Holy Land, be- 
sieged this castle with a powerful force. The garri- 
son made a determined resistance, and held out till 
the walls were undermined, when they surrendered 
on honourable terms. The archbishop, having taken 
possession of the fortress, repaired the damage it 
had sustained during the siege, strengthened the de- 
fences, and, placing in it a strong garrison, returned 
into England. Gwenwynwyn, its rightful owner, 
determined to use every effort for the recovery of 
this castle, which was the most important fortress in 
his dominions, laid siege to it in 1197, and soon com- 
pelled the English garrison to surrender it to him, 
upon the same terms as had been granted to his own 
soldiers. At this time the castle was distinguished 
by the appellation of ^^ Gwenwynwyn's Castle at the 
Pool," and became the chief residence of that prince 
fmd his successors. 

In the reign of Johui Gwenwynwyn having con- 
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sented to become a vassal of tlie English crown, and 
to hold his territories in capite under that monarch, 
his son and successor Grufydd, on his accession to 
the government, did homage to the English king, 
and by his tenure was bound to aid and assist him 
in his endeavours to subjugate the prindpality to the 
authority of the English government Llewelyn ab 
lorwertli. Prince of North Wales, incensed at the 
defection of Grufydd from the interests of his ooan- 
trymen, in the year 1238, attacked and dismantled 
his castle at Pool, called at that time, from the colour 
of the stone of which it was built, Y Castell Coch, 
or <^ the Red Castle,'' an appellation it still re- 
tains lunong the native Welsh. Upon this occasion 
Llewelyn banished Grufydd, and gave his territories 
to Grufydd ab Madoc, Prince of Upper Powys, and 
Lord of Dinas Bean. Owain ab Grufydd, grandson 
of Gwenwynwyn, still, under the protection of the 
English, appears nevertheless to have retained pos- 
session of his father's territories as an English vassal ; 
and at his death he bequeathed them to his only 
daughter and heiress, Hawys, surnamed Gadarn, or 
" the Hardy." After her fatfaer'^s decease the title 
of Hawys to the principality of Powys was disputed 
by her four uncles Llewelyn, John, Grufydd Vychan, 
and David, all alleging the ineligibility of a female 
to succeed to that dignity. Under these circum- 
stances Hawys appealed to Edward II., the reigning 
English monarch, who gave her in marriage to John 
de Charlton, whom the King ennobled by the title of 
Baron Powys, and in whose descendants the pro- 
prietorship of the castle and its dependences re- 
mained for several generations. It was probably at 
this period that the fortress first obtained the appel* 
lation of Powys, now changed to Powis, Castle. The 
barony and castle were, by marriage with Jane, 
eldest daughter of Edward, Lord Powys, conveyed 
to Sir John Grey, of Heton, who was slain at the 
unfortunate battle of Baug^e, in 1421 ; and in the 
reign of Elizabeth, Eldward Grey, an illegitimate son 
of Edward Grey de Powys, who had inherited the 
estates by virtue of a settlement on his mother, sold 
them to Sir Edward Herbert, second son of William 
Herbert, Elarl of Pembroke. Sir Edward, on his 
death, was interred in the church of Welshpool, and 
was succeeded in his titles and estates by his son 
William, who was made Knight of the Bath at the 
coronation of James I., and by Charles I. created 
Lord Powys. 

On the breaking out of the civil war of the seven- 
teenth century, Piercy, Lord Powys, declared him- 
self an advocate of the royal cause, fortified his caistle, 
and placed in it a strong garrison, of which he took 
the command in person. It was soon afterwards be- 
sieged bv a strong party of the parliamentary forces, 
under Sir Thomas Myddelton ; and its outer walls 
having been materially damaged by the artillery of 
the assailants, it was at length reduced ; the noble 
commander of the garrison was made prisoner, and 
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the place given up to pillage. Upon this occasioD 
the castle and lordship were confiscated ; and, accord- 
ing to the general oraers issued at the time, the pro- 
prietor of uie estate was allowed to compound with 
the parliament, by which means he regained posses- 
sion of them. It appears by a manuscript in the 
library at Powis Castle, that this fortress, together 
with Uiat of Montgomery, with their outworks, were 
ordered to be demolished; but in a decree of the 
council, dated April 2dth, 1660, it is stated that the 
<^Ked Castle in Wales" did not belong to the state, 
and that the owners and proprietors thereof having 
given security that it should not be employed or 
made use of to the disturbance of the pefice of the 
nation, or prejudicial to the parliament and common- 
wealth, " it is commanded that the former order made 
for demolishing the above-named castle shall be null 
and void, so far as regards the Red Castle, with the 
exception only of the outworks, and the making of 
some breaches in the walls, in order to render it in- 
defensible in case of any future insurrection against 
the government and authority of the parliament" 
After these injunctions had been carried into effect, 
it was delivered into the possession of its legitimate 
proprietors, in whose descendants it still remains, 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Powis being the pre- 
sent proprietor. 

The I'owN, which Leland describes as being, in 
the reign of Henry VHI., *< the best market in 
Powys," still retains that character, in addition to 
whicn, it may be justly regarded as the modern 
capital of the county. It is situated for the greater 
part in a hollow, which opens towards the river 
Severn, and extends up the acclivity of an eminence 
towards Powis park and castle ; and consists of two 
towns, called respectively Pool town and Welsh 
town, but which are now so entirely united as to 
form only one. It is large and populous, and well 
lighted with gas ; and consists of one long and wide 
street, intersected at right angles by another of simi- 
lar character, and ako by several streets of smaller 
extent, all well paved, and amply supplied with 
water: the houses are handsomely built of brick, 
and with an unusual degree of regularity for this 
part of the country ; and the whole has a cheerful 
and prepossessing appearance, having more the cha- 
racter of an EnglisQ than of a Welsh town. This 
impression, which strikes the stranger on his en- 
trance, is strengthened both by the prevailing lan- 
fruage and the manners of the inhabitants, the Welsh 
anguage being spoken by few, except such as come 
from the upper part of the country upon business. 

The flannel manufacture is carried on here, though 
upon a scale much inferior to its extent either at 
Llanidloes or Newtown ; and the town has long been 
the principal mart for the sale of the flannels made 
throughout the whole of the manufacturing district 
of North Wales. A considerable trade is also car- 
ried on in malt, for the making of which there are 
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several kilns in the neighbourhood; there are like- 
wise some tanneries upon a large scale ; and at the 
extremity of the town are quarries of excellent 
stone, near which b a military depdt for one thou- 
sand stand of arms. The river Severn is navigable 
to within a short distance of the town; and the 
Montgomeryshire canal, which passes close to it, 
joins the Ellesmere canal near Oswestry, affording a 
facility of communication with Shrewsbury and all 
parts of the kingdom. The market, which is amply 
supplied with provisions of every kind, is on Mon- 
day; and fairs occur on the second Monday in 
March, April I7th, June 5th, the first Monday after 
the 10th of July, September 12th, and November 
16th, for horses, cattle, and pedlery; on the day 
preceding each of which a fietir is held for the sale 
of sheep and pigs : a fair also takes place on the first 
Monday after the 20th of September, exclusively for 
the sale of butter and cheese ; and there Is a inreat 
cattle market on the first Monday after St Hilary, 
and also on the Monday before Christmas-day. The 
flannel market is held every alternate Thursday, in 
a spacious room appropriated to that purpose in the 
town-hall, and has liitherto been attendea by nume- 
rous dealers and manufacturers from Llanidloes, 
Newtown, &c. : the average quantity sold at the$e 
markets is a thousand pieces, of which the finer sprt 
generally measures about a hundred and twenty yards 
m length. Welshpool is supplied with coal fr<]fm, the 
north-western parts of Shropshire, by means of the 
Montgomeryshire canal ; and the river Severn com- 
mences its navigable course at only a short distance 
from the town, at a place called Pool-Quay. 

The inhabitants received a charter of incorpora- 
tion at a very early period, from the lords of Powys, 
who invested them with various privileges and im- 
munities, which were subsequently confirmed by a 
charter granted by James I., m the 12th of his reign^ 
and confirmed and, enlarged t)y Charles II. The 
corporation, under this charter,, consisted of ivfo 
bailifiis, and an indefinite number of aldermen and 
burgesses, with a high steward^ recorder, town-clerk, 
coroner, two sergeants-at-mace, two yeomen, and 
other officers. By the act of the 5th and 6th of Wil- 
liam IV., c. 76, however^ the corporation, now styled 
the *^ Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses," consists of 
a mayor, four aldermen, and twelve councillors, to- 
gether forming the council of the borough. The 
council elect the mayor annually on November 9th 
out of the aldermen or councillors ; and the aldermen 
triennially from among the councillors, or persons 

aualified as such, one-half going out of office every 
iree years, but re-eligible: the councillors are 
chosen by and out of tne enrolled burgesses, on 
November 1st, one-third retiring annnmly. The 
aldermen and councillors must have each a property 
qualification of £500, or be rated at £15 annual 
value. Occupiers of houses and shops who have 
been rated for three years to the relief of the poor 
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are entitled to be burgesses, if resident within seven 
miles ; and a valid title to be a bar^ess is acquirable 
by descent, marriage, marriagei-settlement, devise, or 
promotion to any benefice or office, in which ease 
occupancy and payn^ent of rates by the predecessor 
may be reckoned. A recorder is appointed by the 
erown; two auditors and two assessors are elected 
annually on March 1st, by and from among the bur-« 
gesses ; and the council appoint a town-cTerk, trea- 
surer, and other officers on November 9th. 

This was originally one of the contributory bo- 
roughs, which, with Montgomery, returned a mem- 
ber to parliament under the statute of the 27th of 
Henry VIIL ; and the right of election, vested in 
the burgesses generally, continued to be exercised 
from that time till the year 1728, when the borough 
was disfranchised by a resolution of the House of 
Commons, which, however, being in direct opposi- 
tion to a previous resolution, by which, in 16tiO, the 
right had been confirmed, the burgesses were em- 
powered,, by the act of the 28th of George HI., to 
assert their claim to vote for a member for Mont- 
gomery before any future committee of the House, 
and to enter an appeal against any future decision, 
within twelve calendar months; but no measures 
were ever taken to regain the franchise. By the 
act of 1832, *< to Amend the Representation," Welsh- 
pool has, however, been again made contributory 
with Llanidloes, Llanvyllin, Machynlleth, Mon^o- 
mery, and Newtown, in choosing a member. The 
right of election is now in every person of full age 
occupying, either as owner or as tenant under the 
same landlord, a house or other premises of the an- 
nual value of not less than ten pounds, provided he 
be capable of registering as the act directs ; and the 
present number of such tenements within the elec- 
toral limits of the borough, which are less extensive 
than the ancient municipal boundary, and are mi-» 
nutely detailed in the Appendix, is about two hun- 
dred. The exclusive iurisdiction of the borough 
extends over the parishes of Pool and Buttington ; 
the hamlets of Oungprog^Vechan, Trelydan, and 
Trevnant-Vechan, with parts of those of Garth, 
Hendreh^n, Llan, Trawscoed, Llanerchrochweli, 
Tirymynach, and Varchwel, in the parish of Guils- 
fiela; the hamlets of Gaer, Sylvaen, Tr^v-Helyg, 
and Tr^vnant, with parts of those of Cwm and Cas>- 
tle, in the parish of Castle-Caer-Einion ; and the 
hamlet of Brithdir, in the parish of Berriew. The 
corporation hold courts of quarter-session for deter*^ 
mining on all offences commuted within the borough, 
the punishment for which does not extend to the ^ss 
of life or limb ; and a court of record every alternate 
Tuesday, for the recovery of debts to any amount; 
and the assizes for the county, and the petty-sessions 
for the hundreds of Pool and Cawrse, are also held 
in the town. The towrt-hallj erected at the expense 
of a few gentlemen residing in the vicinity, to avoid 
increasing the county rate, which was previously 
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overcharged, is a handsome building of brick, in the 
centre of the principal street, with a colonnade in 
front : the basement story is appropriated to the use 
of the com market, with an ample space for the sale of 
various articles of merchandise, and a spacious courts 
room for holding the assizes, the borough session^ 
and other courts ; and in the upper story is a com- 
modious room, originally sixty-two feet in length, 
twenty-five wide, and eighteen high, but enlai^ea in 
1824, for the holding of the Eisteddvod, and now a 
hundred and two feet long, in which public meetings 
take place, the business of the corporation is trans- 
acted, and the flannel market is held, and in which 
also balls are occasionally given. 

The PARISH is bounded on the east by Butting- 
ton, south-east by Forden, south by Berriew, south- 
west by Castle-Caer-Einion, north-west by Llangy- 
niew, and north by Guilsfield ; and contains by com- 
putation 6500 acres, of which 2000 are arable, 3900 
meadow and pasture, 600 wood, and about 600 gar- 
dens, roads, water, &c. The surface presents moun- 
tain, and good arable upland, with woody delb, and 
extensive meadows on the banks of the river Severn ; 
the soil on the lower grounds is a rich loam, and in 
other parts rather shaly, and produces wheat, barley, 
oats, and hay ; the prevailing timber consists of oak, 
ash, and elm. The annual value of the rateable 
property has been returned at £i 1,422, of whidi 
£5651 IS the amount for the town, or middle division. 
The LIVING is a vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £13. 5. 2^. ; present net income, £273 ; patnm. 
Bishop of St Asaph : the tithes of the parish, in-* 
eluding the township of Cy vronnydd, have been com- 
muted for a rent-cnarge of £643. 17., of which a 
sum of £476 is payable to the Dean and Chapter of 
Christ Church, Oxford, who have also a glebe of 2f 
acres, £165. 12. to the vicar, who has a glebe of a 
quarter of an acre, and £2* 5. to the parish-clerk. 
The church, dedicated to St. Mary, and, with the 
exception of the chancel and the tower, rebuilt in 
1774, is a spacious and handsome structure, with a 
lofty square embattled tower, and consists of a nave, 
chancel, and north and south aisles ; it was enlarged 
by the addition of galleries in 1824. The ceiling of 
the chancel is divided into compartments, embellished 
with rich carved work, and from the roof of the 
north aisle grows some pendant ivy, which has a 
very singular appearance. The nave is 85 feet long, 
by 50 wide, and the chancel 20 feet by 10; and 
there are about 400 free sittings, 280 of which are 
occupied by the children of the National schools. 
Among the communion plate is a chalice of fine gold, 
containing one quart, and valued at £170; engraved 
on it is a Latin inscription, stating it to have been 
presented by Thomas Davies, Govemor^Oeneral of 
the English colonies on the western coast of Africa, 
in gratitude for the preservation of his life daring 
his residence in that unhealthy clime. There is a 
gradual ascent from the flat part of the town to the 
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church, whidi stands at the base of a loftier eipi~ 
nence ; so that the cemetery^ which lies on the ac- 
clivity, is io some parts higher than the churdi itself, 
and commands a fine view of the town beneath* A 
handsome church, in the Anglo-Norman style, has 
been recently erected at the upper end of the town ; 
it consists of a nave and north and south aisles, with 
clerestory windows; the length of the nave is 80 
feet, and the width 50. There are places of wor- 
ship for Baptists, Independents, and Calvinistic and 
Wesleyan Methodists* 

A National school for children of both sexes, 
founded in 1821, and supp<Nrted by subscription, is 
held in a building situated a short distaoee from the 
jtown, on the road to Newtown, a handsome stone 
edifice, pocupying three sides of a quadrangle, «nd 
consisting of two commodious and spacious school^ 
rooms, with apartments for the nmster and the mis- 
tress; about 140 boys and 90 girls are at present 
gratuitously instructed* Richard Tudor, Em., bcf 

Jueathed £100 for teadiing ten bo^s, and Edward 
*arry, in 1770, £100 for teaching eight; the inter- 
est of which sums is appropriated to the mainte- 
nance of a sduM>l where 18 children are educated 
gratuitously, and about 14 others paid for by their 
parents ; the salary of the master is £9, and that of 
the mistress, £1* 16., per annum* There are also 
ten other day schools, in which 270 children are 
taught at the expense of their parents; and three 
Sunday schools, attended by about 550 males and 
females, are supported by subscription* Mr* Tudor 
further left £80, directing the produce to be ap- 
propriated to the apprenticing of one poor boy 
annually. 

In 1761, an act was obtained for inclosinjr and 
allotting Pool Common^ in the parishes of Pool and 
Guiisfield, on which the burgesses of the town pos- 
sessed the ri^ht of pasturage for their cattle, under a 
charter of John de Charlton, Lord of Powys, in the 
1 7th of Eklward IK; and after the passing of the 
measure, the commoB was accordingly divid^ bv the 
pommissioners appointed for the purpose, when bnds 
ponsisting of 1 1 fields and a small wood, containing 
in the v^le 75 acres, at present yielding a rent 
of £136* 15* per annum, were awarded to the cor- 
ponidon* By a provision of the act, the rents and 
profits were to be for the benefit of poor burgesses, 
after part had been applied to building, enlarging, 
and beautifying public edifices; and m 1824 the 
corporation* under this clause, borrowed £300 to be 
appropriated towards the enlars^esieat of the town- 
hall, and in the year after a £rther sum of £500, 
emploved in the erection of a more commodious 
court-house, for holding the assizes* After deducting 
the interest of these . subis, the rent is generally ap- 
plied to the relief of distressed burgesses* Near the 
church is an almshame^ founded by the late Mr* Parry 
for eight persons, and which consists of eight rooms, 
each occupied by an aged female who is a decayed 
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housekeeper ; a smidl endowment of 10«*, payable to 
each, has been discontinued since 1799* About 
£19* 5. are distributed on the Ist of January among 
the poor in small sums; chiefly arising from £10, 
the rent of an estate consisting of a house and 31 
acres of land, purchased with a bequest of £100 by 
Elijah Philipps in 1755; and from die interest of 
£90, left by Miss Elizabeth Lloyd, of £50 by 
Joseph Pursell, and of a similar sum by Robert Tu- 
dor* Besides these charities, there is a rent-charge 
of £4, by Thomas Langford, for supplying clothing 
to eight persons on the first Sunday in November; 
and a dispensary has been established, which is well 
supported by subscription* 

rowis Castle, the seat of the Earl of Powis, a 
stately but irregular pile of building, of great extent, 
and venerable for its antiquity, is pleasantly situated 
in a well-wooded park, at the distance of a mile 
fi*om the town, on the ri^ht of the road leading to 
Mon^mery, and occu[>ies an elevated and comr 
mandmg position on a rids;e of rock overlooking a 
vast tract of richly divensined country, the greater 
part of which was formerly subject to its lords. It is 
built of red sandstone, from which circumstance it 
derived the appellation of Castell Coch, which it 
still retains among the Welsh* The damage it 
sustained during the parliamentary war has been 
amply repaired, and the whole edifice fitted up in a 
style of grandeur; and much improvement has been 
of late years made in its external appearance, under 
the auspices of its present proprietor, by removing 
the sash windows, which had been inserted more 
than a century ago, and restoring others of the orir 
ginal shape, more in conformity with the prevailing 
style of m^hiteeture, and by a copsidcirable addition 
to the height of the tower on the -north side* The 
entranoe is by an ancient gateway^ flanked by two 
massive circular towers, into an extensive paved area» 
round which the principal apartments are ranged* 
The ascent to these is by a magnificent staircoH 
embellished with paintings by Lan^oon ; the walls 
on each side are adorned with mythological and 
allegorical subjects, among which are representations 
of Neptune, Ampbitrite, Apollo, and Venu% and 
emblematical personifications of Poetry, Painting* 
Music, the Fates, and other subjects; the ceiling is 
painted with the coronation of Queen Anne* In the 
lower part of the hall is a painting of Aurora, and 
near it a mivble figure of Cybele, m a sitting pos- 
ture, about three feet high, on a pedestal of marble, 
exquisitely sculptured, wnich was brought firom Her- 
culaneum ; and on the upper landing of the staircase 
is a beautiful statue of Apollo Belvidere* This stairs- 
case leads to a gallery^ one hundred and seventeen 
feet in length, and twenty feet wide, in which are 
ranged the busts of the twelve Caesars, brought from 
Italy, two mosaic tables from Rome, and four small 
figures in marble, of very great antiquity* The 
walls of the gallery are of panelled oaK, enriched 
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with armorial bearings of different branches of the 
fJEunily; and the ceiling is an ancient relic of the 
elaborately ornamented style in plaster. One end 
of the gallery communicates with the state bed-rooniy 
which is preserved in the same order as when prepared 
for the reception of Charles I., who was expected to 
sleep here when on his route to Chester. The dining- 
room, saloon, and library, are all splendidly decorated, 
and contain some beautiful and valuable antiques, 
among which are some exquisite sculptures from the 
ruins of Herculaneum. The ceiling^ of the dining^ 
room is highly embellished with painting, in which 
the daughters of William, second Marquess of Powys, 
are represented in various characters, and with ap- 
propriate attributes. In the room is a full-length 
portrait of Ro^er Palmer, f^rl of Castlemaine, in 
the costume of his day, and numerous fJEunily portraits 
by the best masters ; and in the library is a manu- 
script history of the life of Lord Herbert The bedl- 
room, of the same dimensions as the gallery, was 
formerly connected with the main structure by a 
portion of the castle, which was destroyed by fire, so 
that it is now detached from it: many of the orieinal 
windows in that portion of the builaing are still re- 
maining, though almost concealed by the ivy with 
which they are overspread. At the end of the ball- 
room is a billiard-room, the walls of which are orna- 
mented with glass cases, containing an elegant variety 
of stuffed birds, and other curiosities. 

On the east side of the castle are terraces in the 
rock on which it is built, rising in succession above 
each other, and laid out in flower gardens, with green 
and hot houses, comprising a choice collection o? rare 
and valuable plants. The lower terrace leads to a 
delightful walk, shaded with trees of every variety; 
and from the north-east angle of the castle is a ter- 
race, most probably formed oy the excavation of the 
I'ock for the stone with which the castle is built, and 
commanding a fine prospect of the Vale of the Severn, 
with the town of Welshpool, beyond which appear 
the 'Rallt and M oel-y-Golva, and the Breiddin bills, 
and an extensive tract of the surrounding country* 
The parky which is very large and richly wooded, 
lies on the acclivity of a hill, of which the summit is 
two miles distant from the casde, and from which, 
in dear weather, may be viewed the mountains of 
Plinlimmon, Cader Idris, Snowdon, the Arans, the 
Arenigs, and various others. A winding road through 
it leads to the castle, which is frequently lost to the 
spectator on his approach, and is seen emerging 
again from the luxuriant foliage by which it had been 
concealed. The park is ornamented with numerous 
rustic seats, and the walk through these delightfully 
varied grounds, which are open to the public, is a 
source of much enjoyment to the inhabitants of the 
town. Among the gentlemen's seats in the neigh- 
bourhood is lAanerchyddlf a modern castellated man- 
sion of stone, beautimlly situated on the acclivity of 
a hill rising gradually from the town, from which is 
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an ascent by a winding road, commanding magni- 
ficent prospects ; the grounds are tastefully laid CNit^ 
and comprehend much picturesque scenery. 

At a short distance from the town was the ancient 
monastery called Monachlog Ystrad Marchett^ or 
Strata Marcella, instituted in 1 170, by Owain Cyr- 
veiliog, son of Grufydd, for monks of the Cistercian 
order ; but, according to other authorities, by Madoc, 
another son, to whom Tanner attributes the refounding 
of it, though, by his charter, he appears only to have 
granted to it a portion of land on which to establish 
a cell. In the early part of the reign of Eklward III., 
the Welsh monks were removed to England, and 
English ones introduced into this monastery, which 
was made subject to the abbey of Buildwas, and 
flourished till the dissolution, wnen its revenue, ac- 
cording to Dugdale, was £64. 14. 2., and according 
to Speed, £73. 7. 3. : there are no remains of the 
edifice, and the only memorial of it is preserved in 
the site, which is still pointed out At a short dis- 
tance to the east of the town are the remains of a 
British encampment, in a good state of preservation ; 
and on the summit of the mound which it comprises 
are some stately elm trees. Dr. fVilliam MaryoH 
was appointed vicar of the parish in 1575. He was 
afterwards removed to Llanrhaiadr-yn-Mochnant^ 
and, in 1595, preferred to the see of Llandaf, from 
which he was translated in 1601 to that of St Asiq>h, 
where he died in 1604: he had a principal share in 
the translation of the Welsh Bible printed in 1588^ 
which, revised by Dr. Parry, Bishop of St Asaph, 
in 1604, with the assistance of his chaplain. Dr. 
John Davies, and reprinted in 1620, is, with some 
slight variation, the version now in general use. 

WEN, with Genol, a hamlet, in the parish of 
Llansawel, lower division of the hundred of Cayo, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 9^ miles 
(n.) from Llandilo-Vawr. The population is returned 
with the parish, of which it forms the northern and 
higher portion ; it is chiefly hilly, but in many places 
the sides of the glens are well planted with timoer. 

WENVOE, a parish, in the union of Cardiff, 
hundred of Dinas- Powys, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, 6 miles (s. w. by w.) from Cardiff; 
containing 485 inhabitants. The ancient Welsh 
name of this place is supposed to have been 
" Gwynva," or ** Gwynvai,** ot which the present is 
a Norman modification. The parish is situated in 
the south-eastern part of the county, and comprises 
a large extent of inclosed arable and grazing land, 
and some portions of common, affording good pas- 
turage for sheep. It had formerly a castle, whioi is 
noticed by Leland as in a ruinous state even in 
his time, consisting only of one tower and some 
fragments of the walls, within a quarter of a mile of 
which the same writer describes a well, out of which 
issued a stream called Silly brook. The present 
castle, the seat of Robert Francis Jenner, Esq., 
erected by the late P. Birt» 1^*» maternal grandfather 
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of the present proprietor, is a stately mansion, con- 
sisting of a centre and two wings. The principal front, 
facing the south, extends three hundred and seventy- 
four feet in length, and is three stories in height, 
exclusively of the basement and the attics ; the wings, 
which, according to the original design, were to have 
formed two magnificent conservatories, terminate at 
each extremity in a square tower, and the intervals be- 
tween the towers ana the centre are nartly concealed 
by trees, with a view to relieve the natness of such a 
length of masonry. The grounds are laid out with 
much taste, and comprehend some rich and beauti- 
fully varied scenery; but the view from the house, 
though pleasing, is neither gprand nor extensive. 
The village is neat and of prepossessing appear- 
ance : the soil is a damp clay, but the air is salu- 
brious, and the parish registers afford several in- 
stances of longevity, among which are the ages of 
the three last incumbents, each of whom hem the 
living for half a century. 

The living is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £13. 7. 1.; present net income, £326, with a 

flebe-house ; patron, Mr. Jenner. The church, de- 
icated to St Mary, is a handsome structure, in the 
later style of English architecture, with a square em- 
battled tower; the interior is appropriately arranged 
and kept in excellent order,' and contains some good 
mural monuments in memory of the several proprie- 
tors of Wenvoe Castle. The churchyard is pleasingly 
laid out, and the graves are decked with various 
odoriferous plants ; near the church grows a remark- 
ably fine yew tree, in excellent preservation, which 
is said to be one of the oldest in the county. The 
parsonage-house, built by the late Mr. Birt, is a 
spacious edifice. Here are two day schools, one of 
which, containing 35 children, is partly supported by 
a private contribution and partly by payments from 
the parents, and in the other about 20 are wholly 
instructed at the expense of their parents ; and two 
Sunday schools, attended by J 00 inales and females, 
are supported by subscription. Elizabeth Thomas, 
in 1701, bequeathed £20; Sir Edmund Thomas, 
Bart, in 1721, £40; Mary Thomas, in the same 
year, £10 ; William Morgan, £5 ; and the Rev. John 
Hodges, rector in 1777, £45, to the poor of the pa- 
rish; the income arising from which sums, amounting 
to £6, is annually distributed according to the inten- 
tions of the several benefactors. 

WEPPRE ( WEPRE), a hamlet, in the parish 
of NoRTHOP, Northop division of the hundred of 
CoLESHiLL, county of Flint, North Wales, 4 
miles (s. s.) from Flint; containing 432 inhabitants. 
This hamlet, anciently held by William de Malbe- 
deng, under the church of Chester, is noticed in 
Domesday-book as possessing a wood, a league and 
a half long, and having two villeyns and two boors ; 
and in another place as containing one villeyn and a 
radman, having been in the possession of Emui, a 
freeman. It is situated on the estuary of the Dee, 
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and comprises a portion of its sands, which are dry 
at low water, and may probably at some future pe- 
riod be brought into cultivation. The fishery affords 
employment to many of its inhabitants, who share in 
the advantages of the stone pier at Golvtyn, erected 
by the River Dee Company, for the protection of 
vessels proceeding to and from Chester, which serves 
also to shelter their craft 

WESTVAE (WESTOWE), a hamlet, in the 
parish of Llanelly, hundred of Caenawllon, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales ; containing 
907 inhabitants. Here was formerly an ancient 
chapel, which has fallen into ruins. 

WESTON-MADOC, a township, in that part of 
the parish of Churchstoke which is in the lower 
division of the hundred of Cawrse, county of Mont- 
gomery, North Wales, 1^ mile (s.) from Mont- 
gomery ; containing, with Brompton and Riston, in 
Salop, 287 inhabitants. It is included in the manor 
of Cawrse, which belongs to the EatI of Powis, and 
is situated near the border of the English county of 
Salop, in which part of the parish is comprised. The 
rateable annual value returned for the township, to- 
gether with those of Hopton Issa and Bacheldre, 
amounts to £3068; and its tithes, with those of 
Brompton and Riston, have been commuted for a 
rent-cnarge of £257, of which £255 are paid to the 
warden of Clun Hospital, and £2 to another, 

WEYTHEL (GWYTHEL), a hamlet, partly 
in the parish of Gladestry, hundred of Radnor, 
and partly in the parish of Old Radnor, within the 
liberties of the town of New Radnor, county of 
Radnor, South Wales, 3 miles (s. e. by s.) m>m 
New Radnor: the population is included in the 
return for the respective parishes. The Weythel 
brook, on which are several mills, and which is 
crossed by the road from Kington, flows through it, 
in a narrow vale exhibiting various detached planta- 
tions. Lady Hartstongue bequeathed 25 acres of 
land in the hamlet for the instruction of poor children 
of the parishes of Old Radnor, Gladestry, and Llan- 
vihangel-Nant-Melan. 

WHITCHURCH, a parish, in the union of 
Cardiff, partly in the hundred of Caerphilly, 
and partly in that of Kibbor, county of Glamor- 
gan, South Wales, 3 miles (n. n. w.) from Car- 
diff; containing 1356 inhabitants. This parish is 
situated on the turnpike-road leading from Cardiff 
to Merthyr-Tydvil, and comprises the Upper and 
LfOwer divisions, the former of which, by a decision 
of the county magistrates at the quarter-sessions, in 
April 1831, is now in the hundred of Kibbor. It 
includes an extensive tract of uninclosed arable and 

Easture land, part of which is an allotment of Cardiff 
eath, on its indosure many years ago : the soil is in 
geneitd fertile, and favourable to we production of 
wheat and other grain ; and the surrounding scenery 
is agreeably enlivened by some handsome seats in 
the unmediate vicinity. Green Meadow is a spacious 
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and handsome modern mansion, in the later style of 
tUiglish architecture, delightfully situated above the 
rirer TAf, and under the declivity of a lofty moun- 
tain; the grounds are tastefully bud out, compre- 
hending a rich variety of beautiful scenery, and emr 
bracing a fine prospect of the picturesque ruins of 
Casteli Coch, to the north, built by Ivor ab Cadivor, 
called also Ivor Bach, to defend the pass up the 
valley of the T&f. Velindre, a pleasant seat on an 
eminence above Melin Qrufydd, commands some 
good views of the Taf, and the flourishing planta- 
tions that ornament its banks in the parish of Pen- 
tyrch. The extensive tin-plate works at Melin 
Urufydd are also in the parish, in which about five 
hundred persons are constantly employed, and on the 
average about twenty-five thousaiKi boxes of tin 
plates, and two thousand tons of sheet^iron, are an- 
nually manufactured, the conveyance of which to 
their destination is facilitated by the Glamorganshnre 
canal, which passes dose to the works. The living 
is annexed to that of Llandaf ; and the tithes have 
been commuted for a rent-charge of £493, «f which 
a sum of £133 is payable to the Bishop, Archdeacon, 
and Chapter of that city, and the remainder divided 
equally among the Bishop, the Precentor of the Ca- 
thedral, and tne PrebendtiBuries of Fairwell and Fair- 
water. The church, dedicated to St Mary, is a neat 
and substantial edifice, in good repair. Thereareplaces 
of worship for Baptists, and Calvinistic and Wesleyan 
Methodists. A day sdiool affords instruction to about 
thirty children at the expense of their parents ; three 
Sunday schools are gratuitously conducted by dissent- 
ers, and contain about one hundred males and females; 
and about twenty diildren belonging to this parish at- 
tend the National schools at Llandaf. Joan Williams, 
in 1707, bequeathed £20, and Thomas Lewis, in 
1724, £5, for the benefit of the poor, which sums hav- 
ing been expended many years since for parodiial 
purposes, the interest, £1. 5., is distributed, on GoikI 
Friday, from the rates. There are an encampment 
supposed to be of Roman construction, and a lofty 
tumulus ; but nothing is known of dieir 4>rigin« 

WHITCHURCH, a parish, in the union of 
Haverfordwest, hundred of Dewislana, county 
of Pembroke, South Wales, 12 miles (n. w. by w.) 
from Havepferdwest ; containing 1120 inhabitants. 
This parish, which contains the small sea-port town 
of Solva, described under its own head, is situated 
upon the ooast of St Bride's bay, and on the tum- 
pike~road from Haverfordwest to St David's, and 
comprises a considerable tract of good arable and 
pasture land ; the surface is abruptly varied, and the 
scenery being pleasingly diversified with hill and 
dale, IS in some parts, especially near the town, 
highly picturesque. The inhabitants are chiefly 
employed in agriculture, in the burning of lime, for 
which there are some kilns near the entrance of the 
town of Solva, and in the trade of the port. Of the 
rateable annual value of prdperty in the parish, the 
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return made amounts to £2066. 5. The living is a 
discharged vicarage, rated in this king's bows at 
£5. 15. 7^., and endowed with £200 royal bounty, 
and £800 parliamentary grant; present net income, 
£101 : the tithes have been commuted for a rent- 
charge of £292, of which a sum of £146. 13. 4. is 
pay wle to the Precentor and Chapter of St David's 
Cathedral, who are patrons of the benefice, £46 to 
the subchanter and vicars choral, and £97. 6. 8. to 
the vicar. The church, dedicated to St David, is 
not remarkable for any architectural details of irar 
portance. There are places of worship for Bapdsts, 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan Methodists, and Presby- 
terians. A National school in connexion with the 
Established Church is supported by contributi<N!i^ 
and attended by about 100 oiildren ; four day sdiools 
afford instruction to about 130 children, at the ex^ 
pense of their parents ; and the Baame number of 
Sunday schools, consisting of about 245 males and 
females, are gratuitously conducted by various de* 
nominations <x dissenters. Caervoriog, in the parish, 
is the birth-place of Adam Hoton, Bishop of St 
David's, at one time ambassador to the Court of 
France, and Lord High Chanoellor of England. 

WHITECHURCH, or EGLWYS-WEN, a 
parish, in the union of Cardigan, hundred of Kjbm- 
ME8, comnty of Pembroke, South Wales, miles 
(s. by w.) from Cardigan ; eontaining 3^ inhabit- 
ants. This parish, which is supposed to have de- 
rived its name from the white colour of the stone of 
which the original ckurch was built, is sitoated in a 
retired part of the county, at a distanee from any 
turnpike-road, and comprises a Ime tract of inclosed 
arable and grazing land, a considerable pcH'taon of 
mountainous common, afibrding pasturage for sheep^ 
and some good turbaries, from wuicfa the inhabitants 
are supplied with fuel. The rateable annual valne 
is £871 ; the soil is various, and the m>pttlation is 
principally employed in agriculture. The stone in 
this part of the country contains a great proportion 
of quartz, which is foiuid in abundance witnin the 
parish. The living is a discharged rectory, rated 
m the king's books at £6, and endowed with £200 
roval bounty; present net income, £113; jxatron, 
Thomas Lloyd, Esq.: the tithes have been com- 
muted for a rent-charge of £140* The church is 
dedicated to St. Michael. There are places of wor^ 
ship for Baptists and Independents ; and about 
thirty-five children are instructed in a day school, at 
the expense of their parents. John Jones, of Panty* 
derri, in 1729, bequeathed ient>eharges of £1 and 
ten shillings respectively, to the poor of this parish 
and that of Llanvair-Nantgw;^n aojacent; and other 
small charges to a few contiguous places. 

WHITFORD, a parish, in the union of Holy- 
well, Holywell division of the hundred of Colesn 
HiLL, county of Flint, North Wales, 3 miles 
(n. w. by w.) from Holywell ; containing 4084 in- 
liabitants. This parish rises for the most part gtar 
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dually into hills of conndeimble elerationy from th« 
shore of the wide estuary of the Dee» by which it is 
bounded on the east and north«*east ; it comprises an 
extent of 6859 statute acres, and contains a lake 
called Helis;, of about fifty acres. A tract of waste 
land, including 3500 acres, lying in the parishes of 
Whitford, Ysceiviog, and Nannerch, was allotted 
and inclosed some years ago, pursuant to two acts 
of parliament obtained for that purpose. The vil* 
lage, which is of small siae, but contains several neat 
houses, is pleasantly situated at no g^eat distance 
from the Chester and Holyhead road, and near the 
head of a small valley, whicn, deepening in its course, 
stretches towards the sea, having its sides beautifully 
fringed with woods. The sumce of the parish is 
ornamented with several gentlemen's seats. 

Mostyn Hall is the property and residence of the 
Hon« Edward M. Lioya Mostyn, to whom it was 
bequeathed by the late Sir Thomas Mostyn, Bart., 
whose name he assumed: it has descended from 
their ancestor, levan Vychan, (a descendant of Tu-^ 
dor Trevor, Earl of Hereford,) who obtained it by 
marriage, in the reign of Richard I., with Ang* 
harad, neiress of Howel ab Tudor ab Ithel Vychan, 
of Mostyn, who derived his descent from Ixlwyn, 
lord of Tegengle, or Englefield. The mansion is 
situated in a small but beautifully undulated park, 
clothed in some parts with fine oaks and magnifi- 
cent beeches, and was formerly approached by a 
venerable avenue. It is an ancient irregular edifice, 
erected at successive periods, and devoid of architect 
tural character; the oldest portion was built probably 
so early as the reign of Henry VI., but the greater 
part of the present house was erected in 1681. The 
various apartments contain many good paintings and 
portraits, the latter chiefly of members of the ramily, 
and are likewise adorned with antique busts; and m 
the library, together with a valuable collection of 
books and manuscripts (the latter mostly on vellum, 
and many of them richly illuminated), are numerous 
elegant Koman antiques, and other rare relics of 
former ages, among which are, a cake of copper 
found at Caerh^n, in Carnarvonsliire ; the silver liarp 
which Queen Elizabeth gave to Thomas Mostyn, in 
1568, to bestow upon the most skilful bard at the 
Eisteddvod hekl at Caerwys,. in the above year ; and 
a golden torques, dug up near Harlech Castle, in 
1692. In this mansion, Henry Earl of Richmond 
was concealed, whilst planning the overthrow of the 
house of York, and the place of his retreat having 
been discovered by Richard III., a party of armed 
men was despatched to apprehend him ; but Rich*- 
mond contrived to escape through a hole in the back 
part of the building, which is still called <<the king's,'' 
and was subsequently joined at the battle of Bos* 
worth Field by Richard ab Howel, then lord of 
Mostyn, to whom, after the victory, he presented, in 
token of gratitude for his preservation, the belt and 
sword he wore on that day, which were kept for ages 
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here. In the parliamentary war, the house was 
grarriscmed by Sir Roger Mostyn, who also repaired 
ue castle of Flint, and raised an army of fifteen hun*^ 
dred men at his own charge, in support of the cause 
of his royal master. 

Downing^ in the hamlet of Edenowain, is the 
birthplace, and was the residence, of the distin* 
guished antiquary and naturalist, Thomas Pennant, 
and is now the property of his three ^rand-daughters. 
It is a good mansion in the form of uie Romap letter 
H, with the wings terminating in gables, and is 
seated on the slope of a narrow valley, well sheltered 
by the finely wooded grounds which surround it ; its 
name is a corruption of that of the township. The 
present house was built in 1627, and, together with 
the grounds, received great improvement from the 
late owner, of literary celebrity, who conducted the 
extensive walks, with the greatest taste and judg- 
ment, through the deep and darkIy*wooded dinjgles 
to the more elevated points, commanding noble views 
of the estuaries of the Dee and the Mersey, and of 
the distant hills df Westmorland and Cumberland ; 
these varied walks exceed three miles in leng^^ 
The library, a room forty feet in length, built in the 
year 1814, contains a large collection of books and 
papers, among which* are great numbers of vftluable 
manuscripts, arawings, &c ; in the different rooms 
are numerous pictures, consisting chiefly of subjects 
in natural history, and of family portraits; and there 
is likewise a cabinet of fossils and minerals. In the 
grounds, which contain several oaks of great age and 

firth, of which the most remarkable is called ^^ the 
airy Oak," is a deserted water-mill, skilfully altered 
by the late proprietor, so as to exhibit the appear^ 
ance of a monastic ruin. BychUm^ an old house 
built in 1752, in an adjacent township of the same 
name, was the original seat of the Pennants, who 
had been settled here ever since the tenth century, 
and a younger branch of which family removed to 
Downing early in the seventeenth, on his marriage 
with the heiress of that house, whose descendant 
bequeathed it to David, the father of Thomas Pen- 
nant Downing Ueha is a respectable mansion ; and 
Mertm is also situated in the parish. 

The soil of the lower parts is stiff and clayey; 
that of the upper, thin, light, and dry, resting on 
limestone, with occasional beds of gravel. The 
MINERALS consist of Valuable beds of coal, lime* 
stone, and petrosilex, or chert2, and of rich and 
extensive veins of lead-ore and calamine ; some 
copper-*ore, and not uncommonly, black jack, or 
sulphate of zinc, have also been found. The parish 
comprises a large portion of the coal tract of North 
Wales, the richness of the strata in this part of 
which will be best shown by a notice of those 
through which a pit has been sunk at Bychton, to 
a depth of six hundred and fourteen feet: the 
total number of strata here composing the measures 
is twenty-seven, of which the following are of coal, 
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viz, — the fourth, which is of the peculiarly inflam- 
mable species called ^^ cannel/' found also at Mos- 
tyn, ana is three feet thick, and rests on a bed of 
common coal, six feet thick, making a total of nine 
feet; the sixth, which is two feet three inches 
thick; the eighth, fifteen feet; the tenth, nine feet; 
the twelfth, cannel coal, fourteen inches ; the four- 
teenth, common coal, one foot; the sixteenth, six 
feet; the nineteenth, seven feet; the twenty-first, 
three feet; the twenty-second, three feet nine 
inches; and the twenty-fifth and twenty-seventh, 
each also of the same thickness ; making? in all sixty- 
four feet eifi^ht inches of coal, and bemff equal to 
about one toot of coal in every nine feet depth. 
The thickest seam in the parish is found at Mostyn, 
and is sixteen feet thick ; the dip of the strata varies 
from one yard in four to two in three. 

The coaUmines of Mostyn and Bychton have been 
worked for a very great length of time, having been 
discovered in the reign of Edward I., by whom they 
were granted to the abbot and convent of Basing- 
werk. Throughout the seventeenth century, Dubhn 
and the eastern coast of Ireland were supplied from 
the Mostyn colliery; but since the year 1710, the 
accumulation of sand upon this coast has been so 
great as to prevent vessels of even sixty tons' bur- 
then coming within two miles of the shore, until the 
recent formation of a channel and basin by the late Sir 
Thomas Mostyn ; in addition to which the increased 
operation of the mines at Whitehaven and Working- 
ton, in Cumberland, has withdrawn the export trade 
from this place. The Mostyn collieries only are 
now wrought, and produce about three hundred tons 
daily, the coal being chiefly sent coastwise to the 
more distant parts of North Wales* Here are nine 
separate beds of coal, varying in thickness from 
three-quarters of a yard to upwards of five yards, 
the latter being two hundred and ten yards below 
the sea, and worked for nearly a mile under it : a 
lar^e steam-engine has been erected upon the sands, 
which raises the water from the mines : five hundred 
persons are constantly employed. 

Mines of lead and calamine have also been wrought 
in the hilly part of the parish, from time immemo- 
rial, until within the last few years, when the latter 
were discontinued, owing to the low price which the 
article bore in the market: the LrIanerch-y-M6r 
reverberating furnaces, however, for smelting and 
refining Uad'Ore^ erected in 1750, on the site of 
some very ancient lead-works, smelt sixty tons of 
ore per week, exclusively for the Manchester mar- 
ket, and afford employment to fifty persons. Several 
years ago, copper-ore was obtained to a limited ex- 
tent; but^ though diligent search has been made, 
none has since been found, . Beds of sandstone and 
jfreestone exist in the lower parts of the parish, and 
in the higher are strata of limestone ana petrosilex^ 
a great quantity of the last of which has been con- 
veyed of late into Staffordshire, where it is made 
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into a coarse stone ware, or formed into stones for 
grinding and pulverizing burnt flints. The dijffs 
m the hamlet of Mostyn present a singular appear- 
ance, being vitrified throughout their whole extent, 
as if emitt^ in a melted state from a volcano. This 
phenomenon is ascribed to the conflagration of some 
pyritical matter, which has destroyed the appear- 
ance of the regular strata of shale and sanostone, 
and converted the substance into an unbroken semi- 
vitrified mass, partially porous, but of the hardness 
of flint, and in some places of a beautiful vermilion 
colour, but in most of a mottled red and blue. This 
transformation is not confined to the face of the difl^ 
but extends generally through the rock, though 
diminishing graduallv toward the interior, which at 
some distance from tne side appears only discoloured. 
In forming a new line of roaci, a perpendicular &ce 
of rock has been laid bare to a considerable extent, 
and seems more compact than near the surBace. The 
same cause extended its operations under the sea, 
entirely consuming the coal throughout its progress ; 
and the miners are now employed in penetrating 
through this indurated substance, at the depth of 
forty-eight feet beneath the bed of the Dee. The 
rock is procured in large masses, to form breakwaters, 
and to repair the roads, for which^ it is peculiarly 
adapted by its extreme durabilitv* The minerau 
productions of this district are shipped at Mostyn 
quay, where a pier and suitable warehouses, wharfs, 
and basins have been constructed ; and steam-packets 
for the conveyance of passengers sail to Liverpool re- 
gularly, by which, and the frequent trading vessels, an 
uninterrupted intercourse is maintained with that port. 
The LIVING is a discharged vicarage, endowed 
with oncrfourth part of the com tithes, and one- 
fourth of the small tithes throughout the parish, 
rated in the king's books at £9. 11. 5^., and in the 
patronage of the Bishop of St. Asaph ; present net 
income, £359, with a glebe-house, a good residence, 
and about 6 acres of glebe-land. The bishop also 
presents to the sinecure rectory, which is rated at 
£28. 17. 6., and is of the net annual value of £739, 
with a house dEdled the Parsonage, and some land. 
The churchy dedicated to St Mary, and situated in 
the hamlet of TrS Lan, is a spacious unadorned 
edifice, with a square v^estem tower ; the aisle was 
built by one Bleddyn Drow, of the house of Mostyn, 
to which family it belongs. Under a niche in the 
south wall is a small elegant monument, by Westma- 
cott, to the memory of the celebrated Thomas Pen- 
nant, who died at Downing, on December 16th, 
1798, aged seventy-three, and was interred here; 
it consists of an upright pillar of white marble, 
bearing on its front a medallion profile of the de- 
ceased, and surmounted by a Grecian vase ; at the 
base kneels the Genius of Cambria, lamenting the 
loss of her able and ingenious tourist. There are 
two places of worship each for Calvinistic and Wes- 
leyan Methodists, and one for Bi^tists. 
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A schooUroom was built in tbe village, in 1711, 
by Mr. Pierce Jones, who endowed it with £45, 
and bestowed it on the inhabitants, directing them 
to appoint a master, to teach gratuitously twelve 
cbilaren to read ; to which number fifteen more were 
added by Mrs. Mary Bradshaw, in 1745, who gave 
for their instruction £140, whereof £100 were lost 
on the Halkin turnpike trusty but the residue is in 
the Mostyn family, and produces an annual interest 
of £2. 1. Mr. John Davies also, by will, dated 
October 10th, 1802, left £300 for the education of 
nine more boys ; Mary ap Rogers bequeathed £10, 
the interest to be appiiea to the use of the school ; 
Mrs. Catherine Jones, and Mrs. Sydney Edwards, 
gave £20, the interest also for teaching two children ; 
and Jane Ball, in 1763, left £10 for one. There 
are twenty-three children upon the foundation, who 
are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic; and 
about the same number are paid for by their parents : 
the school-house has been recently much extended 
by the liberality of the Pennant ana Mostyn families. 
Two otlier day schools are abo carried on, in one of 
which about 75 children are educated at their parents' 
expense; and the other, consisting of about the 
same number, is supported by aid of a salary allowed 
by the Pennants. A day and Sunday school is 
maintained by a lady, and contains 24 girls; the 
salary of the mistress is £12 per annum, of which 
£4 are paid for rent; and seven Sunday schools, 
appertaining to various denominations of dissenters, 
afford gratuitous instruction to about 500 males and 
females. Poor persons of this parish receive annually 
clothiny to the amount of £35, arising from part of 
the interest of legacies of £100, £600, and £300, 
bequeathed respectively by Mrs. Sarah Pennant^ 
David Pennant, Jun. Esq., and by Louis Gold, the 
faithful servant of Thomas Pennant ; some of the 
aged indigent are also clothed out of the rental of 
lands, amounting to £45 per annum, in the parish of 
St Asaph, purchased unaer the will of Mr. William 
Pennant, at the beginning of the seventeenth cen- 
tury; and children and others are supplied with 
stockings, blankets, &c. Twelve persons, too, an- 
nually receive certain articles of clothing to the 
amount of £12, from the rental of a form called 
Pant, in the parish, the joint property of Miss 
Gamons and Miss Pennant, and supposed to have 
been derived from bequests of Hugh and Thomas 
Edwards in 1624 and 1719. Margaret Vaughan 
likewise bequeathed a rent-charge of £4, in 1707, 
for apprenticing a child, and another of £1. 10. for 
annual distribution on the 4th of December among 
60 poor people; and a similar class receive £20 
worth of flannel on St. Thomas's-day from the agent 
of Mr. Mostyn, said to arise from a grant of £250 
by Peter GriflMi, of London. 

There are various rblics of ANTiguiTY within 
the parish, the most interesting of which is Maen 
Achwynvany or "the stone of Saint Gwyvan," an 
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elegant cross, situated on the plain near the hill of 
Garree, adjoining Pen-yr-AUt, and composed of 
an entire stone, twelve feet high from the ground, 
two feet four inches in breadth at the bottom, and 
ten inches in thickness, with a circular top, contain- 
ing on each side the figure of a Greek cross, in alto- 
relievo. About the middle of the pillar, on the east 
side, is a St. Andrew's cross, beneath which is carved 
the rude naked figure of a man, holding in his right 
hand a staff*, or spear; and near that, on the next 
side, is the representation of some animal. The other 
parts of the pillar, on every side, are chequered with 
fret-work, or adorned with various wreathings,^ or 
knots, and running foliage, in high relief, and of 
exquisite workmanship: the base is fixed in a pe- 
destal buried beneath the surface of the ground. At 
what time or for what purpose this monument was 
erected, is a matter of uncertainty. Mr. Pennant 
considers it to have been a sacred pillar, before 
which penances were concluded by weeping and such 
like signs of contrition, and instances the weeping 
cross near Stafford; whilst Bishop Gibson, in his 
annotations on Camden, mentions a supposition, that 
it had been set up as a memorial of some great battle 
fought on the spot, and notices the existence of 
numerous large tumuli in the parish, some of which, 
on being opened, were found to contain funeral urns 
of baked clay, celts, and arrow heads made of flint. 
On the summit of Garreg, the loftiest eminence in 
the parish, are the remains of a circular tower, 
hitherto considered to have been a Roman pharos, 
or lighthouse, erected to guide mariners along the 
estuary of the Dee: it is built of rude limestone, 
imbedded in hard mortar, and is twelve feet six 
inches in diameter within the walls, which are four 
feet four inches in thickness, and of considerable 
height; to the basement story are two entrances, 
exactly opposite each other, and over each is a 
square funnel, resembling a chimney, which opens 
on the outside, about half-way up the building; 
above this story appear to have been two floors. 
A few feet from the ground are three circular open- 
ings through the wall. A staircase within led to an 
upper story, in the walls of which were eight small 
square holes, cased with freestone, and separated by 
wooden panels ; within these partitions were placed 
the lights: the building was surrounded by an in- 
trenchment, and approached by a raised road, which 
may still be traced. The summit of this hill com- 
mands a varied and extensive prospect, including a 
view of Snowdon, the promontory of Llandudno, 
part of the Isle of Anglesey, and the bay of Llan- 
dulas, together with the estuaries of the Dee and the 
Mersey, and, occasionally, the fells of Cumberland 
and Westmorland, and the Isle of Man. 

Clawdd Ofia, or Offals Dyke, intersects the western 
part of the parish, and in some parts can be traced 
only with considerable difficulty. It enters from the 
parish of Caerwys, and passes on the west of Llyn 
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Helyg, and through the plantations of Pen-y-G«lli, Dame Child, of Pilleth, in 1703, who endowed it 

where it is quite perfect, and ten feet high; it then with £500, with which were purchased, in 1730, 

crosses the fields to Green Lane, where it is eon- lands now producing more than £100 per annain, 

nected with a very lai^e carnedd, and thence, pro- for the gratuitous ingtructtoa of poot children of bodi 

ceeding to Newmarket gate, continues on the right to parishes, and for apprenticing one child ^m each, 

the turnpike-road to Tre Abbot, where it crosses the to which latter purpose the sum of sixteen gainew 

road, and is found nearly perfect on the left, there from the endowment is annoally approfHiated. A 

forming the boundary between Whitford and Llan- new room, capable of containing between 50 and 60 

asaph, and afterwards between the latter parish and scholars, was erected in 1635, out of the funds of tbc 

Newmarket; it then recrosses the road to Marian, charity, at a cost of £91.14.; in consequence of 

and, passing on the east of Newmarket, separates the which expense the present salary of the master is 

parishes of Llanasaph and Gwaenyscor, and termi- only £40 ; but in future he wiU receire the wliole 

nates on the shore near Talacre, though previous produce, subject only to the £16. 16. apprentice fees, 

writers have fixed its termination at Tryddin, in the the travelling expenses of one of the trustees, who is 

parish of Mold. Near Orsedd, in the hamlet of non-resident, and acts as visiter, and the repairs of 

(Idenowain, stood CaattU Tp Maen^ a seat of Edn- the premises; he is also allowed a rent-free borne, 

owain Bendew, or *< Owen the Strong-headed," lord containing seven rooms, with out-offices, and one or 

of Tegengle in the eleventh century, and of one of two acres of ground, and is permitted to take pay 

the fifteen tribes of North Wales; there are no re> scholars. 

mains of this extensive pile, except tlie lofty mound WICK, a parish, in the union of Bridqend and 

on which it stood, now covered with a thriving plan- Cowsridge, nundred of Ogmore, county of Gla- 

tation. The hamlet of Tr4 Abbot owes its name to horuan, South Wales, 5^ miles (s.) from Bridg- 

its having been the summer residence of the abbots end ; containing 377 inhf^itants. The parish is 

of Basingwerk, tothesociety of whichplaceEdwardl. situated on the coast of the Bristol Channel, and 

made considerable grants of lands and mines in this intersected by a road from Lantwit-Major to St. 

parish, including the woody tract called Gelli, which B ride's- Maj or ; the surlace is rather fiat, with verr 

UBS for ages been stripped of its sylvan features, the little timber, and the soil partly a stilT clay or rich 

monks having received permission from that monarch loam, capable of producing wheat, barley, and 

to cut down the wood ; the name Gelli is now con- turnips. The living is consolidated with the ricar- 

ftned to a farm-house, which has been formed out of age of St. Bride's-Major : the church, dedicated to 

a chapel belonging to tiie abbots. Tre Abbot subse- St. James, is a plain edifice, supposed to have been 

quently became the property of the femily of Davies, erected about the year 1300, and is sixty feet in 

one of the members of which, named Miles Davies, length and twenty-five in breadth. There are places 

distinguished himself as the author of " Athena Bri- of worship for Unitarian Baptist* and Calvinistic 

iannica," &c., and as a poet of some note. Methodists. A National day school contains ahont 

WHITTON, a parish, in the union of Pres- 60 children, 24 of whom are educated by aid of sub- 

TEiGN, hundred of Kevenlleece, county of Rad- scriution, and the rest paid for by their parents ; and 

NOR, South Wales, 4 miles (w. y. w.) from Pres- a Sunday school afibrds gratuitous instrucUon to 

teign; containinglSOinhahitants. This parish, which about 55 males and females : the master, who is th« 

is situated on the river Lug, comprises by computa- same for both schools, is allowed £20 per annum iot 

tion 1200 acres, partly hilly and partly flat ; the soil teaching the above-named 24 children, and has £3 

is light, and the inhabitants are principally employed for superintending the Sunday school. Anthony 

in agriculture, in which they pursue the same im- Patch bequeathed £5, Thomas Williams a small 

proved system that is practised in the adjoining rent^charge, and two unknown benefactora the re- 

miintv nf Hereford. The Ruirmindinir iM<»nnrv. Rne(4iv<> Miimn nf ^.14 and i^.lO. fnr the rplief nf tlio 
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building it nothing more than a large ^ cattle fold,** 
w^hich 18 indeed the literal meaning of its name, 

Y Buarth Mawr ; a simple hcU which presents a 
striking instance of the insecurity of property in 
these parts in former days. Almost all the villages 
arouna are built about the churches as centres, with 
a spacious area within the circle for folding the cattle 
and other stock of the district, which were driren to 
these places of security at night-&ll, and carefully 
iparded from the depredations of the ever vigilant 
foe, who hovered about the coast, and in his light 
craft was ready to make a descent on the unwary or 
negligent inhabitants, carrying away, not only their 
goods and chattels, but frequently their persons into 
captivity. All along this coast are innumerable 
traces of the fierce contests between our ancestors 
and their harassing spoilers ; every natural eminence 
had been taken advantage of, and rudely converted 
into some kind of fortification ; every combe or cwm 
bears evident traces of having been the scene of a 
deadly struggle ; and the size and strength of the 
building alluded to, evince that it was no easy task to 
repel the attacks, it being furnished with embrasures 
and loop-holes, and the porch or great entrance being 
defended on each side like the outer port of a castle. 

WIGVAIR (GWtG FAIR), with Meriadog, 
a township, in that part of the parish of St. Asaph 
which is in the hundred of Isdulas, county of Den- 
bigh, North Wales, 2 miles (s.) from St Asaph ; 
containing 586 inhabitants, of whom 257 are in 
Wigvair. This township is situated on the left bank 
of me Elwy, and contains near that river a beautiful 
and romantic dingle, in which is a fine spring, called 

Y Fynnon Vair, or « the Well of Our Lady," dis- 
charging about one hundred gallons of water per 
minute, and strongly impregnated with lime. It is 
inclosed in a richly sculptured polygonal basin, which 
was formerly covered by a canopy supported by 
ornamental pillars, and was then numerously resorted 
to as a cold bath. Adjoining the well are the ruins 
of a cruciform chapel, in the decorated English style, 
the fine remains of the windows and other parts bein^ 
overgrown with ivy : prior to the Reformation, this 
was a chapel of ease to St Asaph, and was served by 
one of the vicars of that church. The river Elwy, 
the banks of which are finely wooded, is here crossed 
by a majestic bridge, called Pont-yr*Allt-Gdch, of 
one arch, eighty-nve feet in span. Wigvair was 
formerly assessed in conjunction with the hamlet of 
Meriadog for the separate support of the poor, but 
it is now included in the general assessment of the 
parish for that purpose : the rateable annual value 
returned for the two places is £2295. 

WILLIAMSTON, a chapehjr, in the parish 
of Begelley, union and hundrecl of Narberth, 
county of Pembroke, South Wales, 4 miles (n.w.) 
from Tenby; containing 495 inhabitants. It is situ- 
ated on the high road between Pembroke and Car- 
marthen ; and the rateable annual value of property 
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in it is £665. 17. 9. ; coal is obtained. The chapel 
is a rude edifice, without tower or spire. 

WILLINGTON, a township, in the parish of 
Hanmer, union of Ellesmere, nundred of Mael- 
OR, county of Flint, North Wales, 8 miles 
(n. N. E.) m>m Ellesmere; containing 375 inhabit^ 
ants. It is situated on the high rtaA from Whit- 
church to Wrexham, and contams a few respectable 
residences, among which is Willington Hall. A day 
school, containing about 90 children, is wholly sup- 
ported by Lord Kenycm. The tithes have been 
commuted for a rent-cnarge of £285. 2., of which a 
sum of £238. 16. is payable to the impropriators, 
and one of £46. 6. to the vicar of Hanmer, who has 
also a glebe here of two acres, valued at £3 per 
annum. 

WISTON, or WIZTON, a borough and parish, 
in the union of Haverfordwest, hundred of Dun- 
GLEDDY, county of Pembroke, South Wales, 5 
miles (e. n. e.) from Haverfordwest, 15 (n. by e.) 
from Pembroke, and 259^ (w.) from London ; con- 
taining 773 inhabitants. This place, of which the 
Welsh name is Castell Gwys, derived that appella- 
tion from its earliest Norman or Flemish possessor, 
Gwys, or Wiz, who constituted it the head of his 
barony of Daugleddau : the daughter of his grand- 
son, Sir Philip Gwys, married Gwrgan ab Bleddyn, 
a native chieftain, from whom descended the family 
of the Wogans, in whose possession this place re- 
mained till the present generation, when, in default 
of male issue,wthe ample estates of this ancient 
family were divided among the coheiresses ; and the 
castle and borough of Wiston were subsequently 
purchased by f^rl Cawdor. The castle, founded by 
the original Norman proprietor, and a place of great 
strengtn, was frequently connected witn the military 
events of which the ancient province of Pembroke 
was so often the scene, in the continual conflicts 
between the Welsh and the Norman invaders of their 
country. In 1146 the three sons of Grufydd ab 
Rh^ joined by Hywel ab Owain Gwynedd, having 
assaulted the fortress with stones thrown by machines 
invented for that purpose, and with battering-rams, 
succeeded, after an obstinate defence, in gaining 
possession of it. In 1193 it was attacked by Hywel 
ab Rh;^s, who took Philip de Gwys and his wife pri- 
soners, and carried them off; and in 12^ Llewelyn, 
Prince of North Wales, in resentment of the violation 
of a treaty by which the settlers in this part of the 
country had sworn allegiance to him, attacked the 
castle, which he razed to the ground, and put the 
garrison to the sword. From this time the fortress 
never recovered its former strength, which, however, 
became unnecessary, as the Welsh, after the mar- 
riage of their countryman Gwrgan with the daughter 
of Philip de Gwys, appear to nave left this chieftain 
and his family in the undisturbed possession of it, as 
part of their estates. 

The pariah lies a short distance to the north of the 
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main road from Narberth to Haverfordwest, and is 
of very considerable extent ; but the land is generally 
poor, the only portion of tolerably good soil being 
about six hundred acres near tbe church : the return 
of the rateable annual value of the whole amounts, 
however, to as much as £3197. 2. The houses are 
scattered throughout, scarcely any where forming a 
group ; a few in the vicinity of the church approach 
nearest to the character of a village ; and one of these 
is the old manor-house of the Wogans, a part of 
which, and the only part now occupied, is innabited 
as a farm-house. A market formerly held here has 
long been discontinued; but a fair still occurs on 
October 20th. This place, supposed to have been 
once the county town, appears to be a borough by 
prescription, for no vestige or notice of any charter 
is now preserved. A mayor is still elected annually, 
being presented by the jury of the court leet of the 
manor and borough, which must consist of burgesses 
and suitors of the manor; but he is usually some 
poor man who is appointed, as a method of con- 
ferring relief, he being entitled to the tolls of the 
foir, amounting to £8, £10, or £12, per annum. 
For a year auer the mayor has vacated his office 
he bears the title of alderman, and there is a tradi- 
tion that the borough had once a more permanently 
constituted aldermanic body. There is still sT town- 
clerk. The burgesses are presented by the jury of 
the court leet, which is held once or twice a year, 
and in which the onlv business connected with the 
borough consists in the appointment and swearing 
in of the mayor, burgesses, and constables : the bur- 
gesses are at present five or six hundred in number, 
of whom from two to three hundred are resident in 
the borough, or within seven miles of its limits. 
The constables act only for the parish of Wiston, 
which circumstance tends to show that the borough 
is co-extensive with its limits, that being the more 

feneral opinion, though some consider that the 
orough is as large as the manor, which not only 
comprehends the whole parish, but extends a dis- 
tance of two miles and a half to the north, and a 
quarter of a mile to the south, of its boundary. 
Wiston was once contributory with Pembroke and 
Tenby only, in the return of a parliamentary repre- 
sentative, the right of election being vested in all 
the burgesses, resident and non-resident, in whom it 
was confirmed by a resolution of the House of Com. 
mons, in 1712; but under the act of 18S2, Milford 
was added to the district of boroughs, and the right 
of voting was restricted to the resident portion of 
the burgesses, and extended to the £10 house- 
holders, duly registered : the number of qualifying 
tenements is fifty-eight, but of these only eight are 
of the value of £10 per annum, exclusively of the 
land held with them. 

The LIVING is a perpetual curacy, endowed with 
£800 royal bounty; net income, £164; patron, 
Earl Cawdor : the tithes have been commuted for a 
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rent-charge of £360, of which a sum of £275 is 
paid to his lordship, and £85 to the perpetual corate, 
the latter amount subject to rates, averaging £7. 15. 
per annum. The church, dedicated to St Mary, is 
a plain Norman edifice, with a small tower, and, 
from its retired situation in the bosom of a planta- 
tion, by which it is partly concealed, has a pleasing 
and picturesque appearance. There is a place of 
worship for Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. A school, 
containing 50 children daily and about 20 on Sundays, 
is supported partly by subscriptions amounting to 
£18 per annum, and partly by payments from the 
children ; and a Sunday school, connected with the 
Methodists, aifords gratuitous instruction to 20 males 
and females. The remains of the ancient castle, 
occupying an elevated site, are very inconsiderable, 
consisting chiefly of a portion of the keep, crowning 
the summit of a conical hill, surrounded by a deep 
moat From the appearance of the site it seems to 
have been originally of great extent, and from the 
thickness of the walls in some parts of the fieunilv 
mansion of the Wogans, which, according to tradi- 
tion, formed a part of the ancient fortress, it most 
have been a place of great strength. This mansion 
is at present let to a fieutner, who, however, as 
already noticed, occupies only part of it; from its 
windows and from tne ruined keep of the castle 
are obtained prospects of remarkaole extent and 
beauty* 

WOLSTON, or WESTON-NY-END, a cha- 

f)elry, in the parish of Wortuen, union of Fordek, 
ower division of the hundred of Cawrse, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales; containing 152 
inhabitants. This place, composed of the two town- 
ships of Trelystan and Rhdsg6ch, is sometimes also 
called Stony-end, from its comprising a long and not 
very productive eminence, on the border of Shrop- 
shire. The chapel, which is situated at Tr&lystan, 
is dependent on the mother church of Worthen* 

WOMASTON, witii Walton, a township, in 
the parish of Old Radnor, and within the liberties 
of the boroueh of New Radnor, union of Kingtok, 
county of Radnor, South Wales, 4 miles (e.) 
from New Radnor; containing 221 inhabitants. It 
is situated in a fertile district on the banks of the 
little river Somergil: Womaston is a good house, 
occupying a pleasant position. 

WORTHENBURY, a parish, in die union of 
Wrexham, hundred of Maelor, county of Flint, 
North Wales, 7 miles (e* s. e.) from Wrexham; 
containing 620 inhabitants. This parish, which is 
situated on the banks of the river Dee, and on the 
road from Wrexham to Malpas, in the county of 
Chester, is entirely agricultural, and principally 
divided between the proprietors of the estates of 
Emral and Brouehton, wnich constitute nearly the 
whole of the parish. Emral is at present the seat 
of Sir Richard Puleston, Bart, whose ancestors, 
originally of Norman descent, have resided here in 
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uninterrupted succession since the reign of Edw. I. 
The first of the femily who settled at this place was 
Sir Roger de Puleston, a g^eat favourite of that 
monarch, who, after his conquest of Wales, appointed 
him collector of the taxes which he had imposed on 
the Welsh, for carrying on the war against France, 
and also made him sheriff and keeper of the county 
of Anglesey for life. The Welsh, exasperated by 
the levying of taxes which they had not previously 
been accustomed to pay, seized Sir Roger, at Car- 
narvon, and hanged him on the spot Edward, 
incensed at the violence committed on his lieutenant 
severely punished the insurgents, and also chose 
his son, Richard de Puleston, sheriff of the county ; 
and in the second parliament, to which tlie shire and 
the borough, after the incorporation of the latter, 
returned members, the former elected John and the 
latter Robert de Puleston for their representatives, 
as if to atone to the descendants for the outrage 
committed upon their ancestor. Sir Richard, the 
late proprietor of Emral, had the honour, in 1806, 
of introducing into Wales his Majesty George IV., 
when Prince ; in commemoration of which event his 
Royal Highness was pleased to signify his approba- 
tion that Sir Richara, as a testimony of his regard 
and esteem, should bear, as a crests an oak tree, 
with an escutcheon pendant therefrom, charged with 
three ostrich feathers within a coronet. Sir Richard 
died in May 1840, and was succeeded by his son, 
the present baronet. Broughion is also a spacious 
mansion, to which are attached extensive grounds, 
and is likewise an ancient family residence. The 
soil of the higher lands of the parish is in general 
good loamy cmy, producing superior crops of wheat, 
and rich pasturage ; that in the lower, which is sub- 
ject to partial floods from the river and some tribu- 
tary brooks that intersect it, is formed of alluvial 
earth. The river Dee forms the boundary of part of 
the parish on the north-west, where it also separates 
the counties of Denbigh and Flint. 

This place was formerly a chapelry to Bangor- 
Isooed, from which it was severed under the provi- 
rions of an act of parliament for uniting and dividing 
parishes, in 1658: the living was, however, taken 
possession of by Dr. Bridgeman, rector of Bangor, 
in 1661, but was ultimately again separated, and 
Worthenbury made a distinct parish, by an act ob- 
tained in the 2nd of William and Mary* The 
LIVING is a rectory, rated in the king's books at 
£19. 13. 4. ; patron. Sir Richard Puleston : the 
tithes, which have been commuted for a rent-charge 
of £400, formerly belonged to the family of Puleston, 
subject to a small payment to the incumbent of 
Bangor. Judee Puleston, being desirous of esta- 
blishing a resident minister here, erected a eood 
house near the church, in 1657, and endowea the 
living with £100 per annum, upon condition that his 
chapmin, Philip Henry, who had entered his fisunily 
as tutor, in 1653, would undertake the cure of souls; 
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which offer being accepted, Mr. Henry resided in 
the house, and performed tiie duties of the incum- 
bency till 1661, when he was suspended from his 
charge for non*conformity, and in the following year 
quitted the parish. During the insurrection of the 
inhabitants of the county of Chester, in 1659, some 
of Lambert's forces came to this church, to attend the 
ministry of that celebrated preacher. The churchy 
dedicated to St Deiniol, is a handsome modern 
edifice of brick, with a lofty tower, ornamented on 
the summit with urns and crosses alternately. Here 
is a school, in which about 50 children daily and 45 
on Sundays are educated at the expense of their 
parents. Thomas Puleston, Esq., in 1734, be- 
queathed £150 for building a school-house in the 
churchyard, for the gratuitous instruction of poor 
children, and for six small houses to be let rent-free 
to decayed tenants on the Emral estate; but this 
charity was never carried into effect, as neither 
school nor almshouses have been erected. From the 
benefaction table it appears that a sum of £46 was 
left by several unknown donors to the poor, which 
was in the hands of the Rev. Dr. Puleston ; and the 
equivalent is supposed to be a distribution of six 
twopenny loaves of bread on Sunday in the church 
to as many old persons, at the charge of Sir Richard 
Puleston. Sir John Puleston, of Emral, was cham- 
berlain of North Wales in 1554; and John Puleston, 
one of the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, 
was born at Emral. 

WREXHAM, a market-town and parish, and 
the head of a union, chiefly in the hundred of Brom- 
FiELD, county of Denbigh, but partly in that of 
Maelor, county of Flint, North Wales, 24 miles 
(s. E. by E.) from Denbigh, 16 (e. 8. £.) from 
Ruthin, and 187^ (n. w.) nrom London; including 
the chapelries of Bersham-Drelincourt and Minera, 
and the townships of Abenbury-Vawr, Abenbury- 
Vechan, Acton, bieston, Borras-Bovah, Broughton, 
Brymbo, E^clusham Above, Esclusham Below, Gour- 
ton, Stanst^, Wrexham-Abbot, and Wrezham-Regis ; 
and containing 13,184 inhabitants, of whom 6031 
are in the townships of Wrexham Abbot and Regis, 
forming the town. This place, which is of very re- 
mote antiquity, is noticed in the Saxon Chronicle 
under the names of Wrightesham and Wrightdeshamj 
from which its present appellation is most probably 
derived. From its situation on the eastern side of 
Clawdd Ofiiet, or Ofia's Dyke, it was enumerated 
among die towns of the Saxon kingdom of Mercia, 
but was, at a subsequent period, included in the dis- 
trict odled Welsh Maelor. Edward I. granted this 
town, together with the lordship of Bromfield and 
Yale, wiUiin which it was comprised, to John, Earl 
Warren^ but scarcely any thin? of historical import^ 
ance appears ever to have distinguished it In the 
reign of Henry VIII. it was noticed by Leland aa 
a trading town, having some merchants and good' 
buckler-makers. Dunng the civil war in the time 
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of Charles L, the cbnrch was converted into a tem- 
porary prison ; no remarkable event, however, took 
place here, except that in March, 1646, some of the 
parliamentarian soldiers mutinied for their pay, seized 
Colonel Jones, the treasurer, and others of the com* 
missioners, and compelled Cok>nel Mytton, who had 
just entered the town, to make a hasty retreat to 
Holt Castle. 

The TOWN is pleasantly and advantageously situ- 
ated at the junction of the Shrewsbury, Welshpool, 
Oswestry, and Chester roads, at the distance of little 
more than eleven miles from the latter place, and in 
the centre of the mining and manufacturing districts of 
the eastern part of Denbighshire ; it consists of seve- 
ral spacious streets intersecting each other at right 
angles, the houses in which are in general neatly and 
substantially built; it is well paved and lighted with 
gas, and the inhabitants are plentifully supplied with 
water. A small theatre is occasionally opened for 
dramatic performances; and races are annually held 
early in October, on a course a little to the north- 
west of the town, on the right of the road to Mold. 
No particular branch of trade or manufacture is car- 
ried on in the town ; but the parish, which is about 
twelve miles in length, and two and a half in breadth, 
abounds with mineral wealth, and extensive works 
of various kinds are conducted in different parts of it 
In the township of Esclusham Below are some im- 
portant paper-millsj situated on the banks of the river 
Clywedog. In that of Minera are lead-mines and 
collieries : the working of the former is almost sus- 
pended, owing to the great influx of water, notwith- 
standing the united power of several steam-engines, 
which are employed to draw it from the mines : the 
coal-works are upon a large scale, the Vale of Clwyd 
being principally supplied from this source ; and 
there are other collieries at Esclusham above Dyke, 
at Broughton, and in the township of Bryrobo, in 
which lart plaice are also tron-trorA«, established by 
the late John Wilkinson, Esq. The coal-mines 
generally vary from a hundred to a hundred and 
twenty yards in depth, and in some parts they are 
sunk to the depth of two hundred yards ; the strata 
of coal vary from eighteen inches to fifteen feet in 
thickness. The iron-stone of the district is found in 
detached nodules, in beds intermediate with and be- 
low the coal strata, and is of the usual kind of argil- 
laceous ore, containing from thirty to thirty-five per 
cent of metal ; it is often smelted with a small por- 
tion of the richer hsematitic ore from Ulverstone, 
which is brought hither for that purpose, and is 
thought to improve its quality, being mudi prized 
for its peculiar tenacity, A foundry for cannon was 
establisned at Bersham by the late John and William 
Wilkinson, E^rs., from which not only our own 
Government, but some of the continental states, par* 
Ocularly Russia, were formerly supplied ; but these 
works are now in ruins, the only tenable part having 
been converted into a com-milL The iron-works in 
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the parish have indeed been long in a needed 
state, appearing to have been superseded by those 
in Ruaoon and Gresford adjoining; though, as tbe 
ores both of lead and iron are nch and abondanly 
the works may again be brought into active op^»- 
tion, whenever a sufficient improvement in trade 
demands it When the EUesmere canal was pro- 
jected, it was in contemplation to construct a brandi 
from Pont-y-Cyssylltau to Chester, through Brcmgli- 
ton, Brymbo, &c. ; but the plan was aba&doited, 
owing to the want of water sufficient for a high lerel, 
and other circumstances ; and the only present mode 
of conveyance is by land carriage to Chester. The 
rateable annual value of the whole parish, with die 
exception of the small township of Abenbury-Vechany 
in the county of Flint, is £29,827, of which the re- 
turn for Wrexham-Abbot amounts to £2970, and 
that for Wrexham- Regis to £7670. 

Markets are held on Monday and Thursday, the 
latter being the principal ; and fidrs take place on 
the Thursday after the second Wednesday in Januaiyy 
March 2drd, Holy Thursday, June 16th, Thursd^ 
after the second Wednesday in August, September 
19th, third Thursday in October, and Thursoay after 
the second Wednesday in December. The March 
fair, the greatest in North Wales, commences on tbe 
2drd, and lasts fourteen days ; and, for the accom- 
modation of the various dealers attending it, five 
extensive areas are fitted up with shops and booths: 
one of these commercial halls confers twenty-eight 
votes for the county upon its proprietors, who are 
principally inhabitants of Huddersneld. The fiur is 
attended not only by those of the neighbouring dis- 
trict, but by tradesmen from distant parts of the 
kingdom ; the chief commodities brought to it by 
the Welsh are, flannels of various qualities, linsey- 
woolseys, coarse linens, horses, cattle, and sheep; 
the dealers from remote places expose for sale Irish 
linens, Yorkshire and other woollen cloths, and 
every variety of Birmingham, Sheffield, and Man- 
chester manufactures, wiu which the greater part of 
North Wales was formerly supplied nence for the 
remainder of the year. 

By the act of 1892, to ^* Amend the Representa- 
tion,'' Wrexham was made contributory with Den- 
bigh, Holt, and Ruthin, in the return of a nor/ta- 
mentary vumber ; the borough to consist of tne two 
townships of Wrexham Abbot and Regis, together 
with a very small detached portion of that of &cliift- 
ham Below, situated within the town. The elective 
franchise is vested in every person of full age occo- 
ying, either as owner or as tenant under the same 

dlord, a house or other premises of the annual 
value of ten pounds and upwards, provided he be 
capable of registering as the act directs ; the number 
is three hundred and thirty. It has also been made 
one of the polling-places m the election of knights 
for the shire ; and is under the jurisdiction of the 
county magistrates, who hold petty-sessions in it 
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every month. The toum-kaU is a lar^e bride edifice, 
at the top of High-street ; the ground floor, formerly 
open, but now inclosed between the pillars that sup- 
port the upper story, consists of a spacious and lofty 
room, once a court of justice, but at present only 
used for public meetings, and as a depot for arms* 
A county house qfeorrectioT^ situated here, comprises 
seven wards for the classification of prisoners, who 
are allowed a portion of their earnings. 

The LIVING is a vicarage, rated in the king's books 
at £1 9. 9. 9^. ; net income, £746 ; patron. Bishop of 
St Asaph; impropriator. Sir W* W. Wynne, Bart. 
The churehj dedicated to St. Giles, is a sracious and 
venerable structure, in the later style of English ar- 
chitecture, deservedly regarded as one of the finest 
ecclesiastical edifices in the principality. The steeple 
of the original one was blown down in 1331 ; and in 
1457 the entire church was burnt In order to pro- 
mote the rebuilding of it, an indulgence of forty 
days, to be continued for five years, was granted to 
every one who contributed to that work, and the 
present edifice was erected, about 1472, the glass 
used in the windows having been brought nrom 
Normandy ; the tower, however, was not finished till 
about the vear 1506, as appears by a date on the 
building. No fewer than one thousand five hundred 
and fifty sittings have recently been added, of which 
nine hundred are free, the Incorporated Society for 
erecting and enlarging churches and chapels having 
given Uie sum of £200 towards that purpose* The 
exterior is embellished with grotesque sculpture ; and 
the tower, which is very lofty and highly enriched, 
ocmsists of several successive stages, panelled through- 
out, and decorated with numerous statues of saints, 
among which is that of its patron, Giles, in canopied 
niches, elaborately wrought: from the loftiness of its 
elevation and the light open-work turrets by which 
it is crowned at the angles, it forms a conspicuous 
and highly interesting object, as seen from every 
I>art of the surrounding country. The interior con* 
sists of a nave, chancel, and north and south aisles ; 
the nave separated from the aisles by columns and 
pointed arches, and lighted by a fine range of cle- 
restory windows; the roof of carved oak richly or^ 
namented, and supported by springers resting on 
embellished corbeu. The chancel is divided from 
the nave by a curiously wroufi;ht iron railing, and k 
octangular at the east end ; the altar-piece is inj u«' 
diciousiy embellished with rich columns of the Co* 
rinthian order, and in the centre is a painting of the 
Last Supper, presented by Elihu Yale, of Pias 
Gronow, who also gave a painting of David playing 
on the harp, which is in another part of the chiurch ; 
the roof of the chancel appears to be of more ancient 
date than those of the nave and aisles, and on one 
side are three stone stalls elaborately sculptured. 
The fine brazen eagle^ formerly used as a reading- 
desk, and purdiased for the parish by John ab 
Grufydd ab Davydd, of Ystiva, in 1524, is still pre* 
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served, and is occupied by the cleric during the per- 
formance of the communion service. 

Among the most ancient of the monuments is that 
of a knight in complete armour : at the feet is a dog, 
and beyond it a dragon, with the point of the tail 
terminating in a serpent's head ; on the shield is a 
lion rampant, and around it an inscription of which 
only the words " *^ Hie jacet" are legible. In the 
chancel is an altar-tomb, on which is a recumbent 
effigy of Dr. Bdlot^ successivelv Bishop of Bangor 
ana Chester, in his episcopal robes : he died at Ber* 
sham, in this parish, m 1596 ; his funeral was cele«> 
brated at Chester, but his body, according to particu«> 
iar request, was interred here. Nearly opposite to 
this tomb is an exquisite and highly interesting mo- 
nument, by Roubilliac, to the memorv of Mrs. Mary 
Myddelton^ of Chirk Castle, in which she is repre^ 
senCed rising from the tomb in all the freshness of 
youth and heauty ; above is a shattered pyramid, 
with a cypress tree, and near it an angel with a 
trumpet At the comer of the aisle is a monument, 
also by Roubilliac, to the iZer. Thomas Myddelton 
and Arabella his wife ; their profiles are finely ex- 
ecuted on medallions, with a curtain, partly drawn 
aside, the drapery of which is exquisitely sculptured. 
There are also several monuments of very good de- 
sign and elaborate execution, to William Lloyd, Esq., 
and his son ; to the Fitz-Hughs, the Pulestons, the 
Longuevilles, and others. In the churchyard is the 
tomb of Elihu Yaky governor of Madras, whose sinp- 
gular epitaph represents him as born in America, 
bred in Europe, to have travelled through Africa, 
and to have been married in Asia; and there are also 
other tombs deserving of notice, one of which, bear- 
ing a curious inscription, records the interment of 
Daniel Jones, parish-clerk of Wrexham, who died in 
1668. There are places of worship for Wesleyans, 
Baptists, Independents, Welsh Methodists, and Pres- 
byterians, and a Roman Catholic chapel, within the 
parish. 

The Free grammar school was instituted in 1603, 
by Valentine Broughton, alderman of Chester, who 
endowed it with £10 per annum, afterwards increased 
by a rent-charge of ;td from Mrs. Grwen Eyton, and 
by £5 interest from a bequest of £100 of Ralph 
Weld ; the income now amounts to £18 per an- 
num ; in addition to which the master has a good 
residence and school- room built by subscription, in 
Chester-street, about thirty-five years since, and 
worth £25 per annum : six boys are instructed free, 
and the master is allowed to teach pay scholars and 
receive boarders. A free school for boys and girls 
was Counded and endowed in 1728, under the will of 
Lady Dorothy Jeffreys, who left £400 for the pur- 

Eose, with which, and a sum of £120, previously 
equeathed by her daughter Margaret for a similar 
object, and an accumulation of interest on both sums, 
an estate was purdiased for £822. 7. in the parish of 
Holt, containing 69^ acres, and now yielding a rent 
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of £100. The boys' school is held in an indifferent 
room that was formerly a barn, the gift of Sir Watkin 
Williams Wynne, and is not well attended ; but the 
girls' school is carried on in a large and commodious 
apartment, built by subscription in 1817, with a 
house adjoining for the mistress, who has a salary of 
£40, and is under the control of a committee of 
ladies: both establishments are conducted on the 
National plan, and about eighty girls attend the 
latter, to the support of which the ^nds are chiefly 
devoted. In the parish is also a school for teaching, 
clothing, and maintaining twenty girls, founded and 
endowed by Mary, widow of the Very Rev. Dr. 
Drelincourt, Dean of ArmiuB^h, and their daughter, 
Lady Primrose, in 1762, with the farms of Upper 
and Lower Berse, which, with two cottages and 
interest of money saved, now produce an income of 
£205. 14. per annum ; for a more detailed account 
whereof see the article Bersham^DrelincourL 

Besides the above, there are also ten day schools, 
one of which, containing 60 boys, is supported by an 
endowment of £35 per annum, bequeathed by Dr. 
Daniel Williams ; and in the remaming nine about 
280 children of both sexes are educated at the cost 
of their parents. There are, too, five boarding schools, 
in which (with the exception of two paid for by 
voluntary contributions) about 185 cnildren are 
taught at their parents' expense; and an infants' 
school, containing 125 children, is partly supported 
by subscription and partly by a weekly payment of 
Vd. from each child. A Sunday school, maintained 
by subscription, consists of 100 males, who attend 
the Established Church ; and there are four otliers, 
connected with dissenters, which afford gratuitous 
instruction to about 290 males and females. All the 
schools above mentioned, except that founded by 
the Drelincourt family, are in Wrexham- Regis and 
Wrexham-Abbot. In the other townships of the 
parish are a day school of 36 girls, supported by 
Mrs. Fitz-Hugh, of PlSts Power, who allows the 
mistress a salary of £12 per annum, together with 
coal and candles; another of 10 girls, maintained by 
endowment; and nine day schools, in which 210 
children are educated at the expense of their parents ; 
also 13 Sunday schools, affording gratuitous instruc- 
tion to about 1400 males and females, and connected 
with dissenters ; and another Sunday school, consist- 
ing of 200 males and females, conducted by a super- 
intendent and 25 teachers, and with a lending-library 
attached. 

There are considerable funds, arising from be- 
quests and donations, for distribution among the poor 
of the parish ; to whom have been left mnds con- 
taining 12^ acres, now producing £14 per annum, 
(partly, however, for the oenefit of the poor of Holt) 
by Gerrard Barber^ in 1660 ; a similar bequest by 
Elizaheth JoneSi in 1663, yielding £3 per annum; 
a most liberal bequest in the same year by John 
Hughesy of Rhos Ddii, of the lands of Eythen Ddii, 
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in the township of Bieston, comprising about 63^ 
acres, worth ^124 a year; and a grant by Jane 
Eytoriy of above 14^ acres of land in the parish of 
Eu>lt, paying a rent of £24, but £2 of wnich she 
directed to be paid to the poor of Ruabon. In ad- 
dition were vanous consolidated gifts, with which two 
purchases of land were made, that now yield a rental 
of £46 per annum ; and the total amount of all these 
charities is £204. 6. 8., the distribution of which for 
the use of the poor and the purposes of the parish 
is regulated by the vestry, generally at Christmas. 
Connected with the Presbyterian communion is a 
grant by Elizabeth Roberts^ sister and heiress of the 
above Dr. Williams, who, in 1752, advanced £175, 
with which six cottages and their appurtenances 
were bought in the town, now producing a rental of 
£37. 14., divided among widows and oUiers of that 
sect The same lady also created an annual rent- 
charge of £60, which is allotted to ministers of dif- 
ferent congregations, except £2, given to the clerk 
of Chester-street chapel, Wrexham, and a like sum 
to its poor. In 1812 a magnificent bequest was 
made by Mr. Joshua Hughes^ a native of this place 
and a merchant of Jamaica, who gave £2000, the 
interest to be annually divided among six of the 
poorest housekeepers ; the principal is vested in the 
three per cent consolidated Bank annuities, the 
yearly dividends amounting to £82. 8. 9. ; and three 
persons are selected from the town, and three from 
the rural district, to enjoy the gift, which amounts 
to £13. 14. 9^. for each. And, lastly, in 1815, Ann 
Roberts left £100, the interest to be distributed on 
Christmas-day among 20 widows of the parish, whidi 
is also entitled to receive £2 annually for the educa- 
tion of a child, from the Rev. George Smithes charity 
at Northop. 

The poor law union^ of which this town is the head, 
was formed March 30th, 1837, and comprises the 
following 56 parishes and townships ; namely, the 
townships of Bangor (parish of Bangor-Iscoed) and 
Abenbury-Vechan (parish of Wrexham), the chapelry 
of Tryddin (parish of Mold), the extra-parochial 
district of Threapwood, and the parishes of Hope, 
Erbistock, and Worthenbury, in the county of Flint; 
the townships of Eyton, Pickhill, Ryton, and Sess- 
wick, in the parish of Bangor-Iscoed ; of Allington, 
Borras-Rifirey, Burton, Erlas, Erddig, Gresford, 
Gwersylt, Hfay, and Merford with Hoseley, in the 

?arish of Gresford; of Cacca-Dutton, Dutton-Difieth, 
)utton-y-Bran, Holt, Ridley, and Sutton, in the 
parish of Holt; the chapelries of Bersham- Drelin- 
court and Minera, and the townships of Abenbury- 
Vawr, Acton, Bieston, Borras-Bovah, Broughton, 
Brymbo, Esclusham Above and Below, Gourton, 
Stansty, Wrexham- Abbot, and Wrexham-Re^s, in 
the parish of Wrexham ; and the parishes of March- 
wiel and Ruabon ; all in the shire of Denbigh : and 
the townships of Agden, Bradley, Chidlow, Chorl- 
ton, Cuddington, Malpas, Newton-juxta-Malpas, 
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Oldcastle, Overton, Stockton, Wichaugh, and Wig- 
land, in the parish of Malpas ; and of ShockUch- 
Church and Shocklach-Oviatt, in the parish of Shock- 
lach ; all in the county of Chester. The union is 
under the superintendence of 61 guardians, and con- 
tains a population of 89,542, of whom 36,721 are in 
the Welsh portion. 

0jffa*8 Dyke is traced in various parts of the parish, 
and IS plainly visible in the townsoip of Esdushani, 
which, in reference to it, is divided into Esclusham 
above and Esclusham below Dyke; it also intersects 
the township of Broughton, and, in every part of the 

Earish in which it appears, is in a very perfect state, 
ut particularly in Uie grounds of rentre Bychan 
and Plas Power. Wc^s Dyke passes along the 
western boundary of the town of Wrexham, and, 
taking a northerly course, is continued through the 
township of Stansty to the river Alyn, near which it 
enters Llai, in the parish of Gresford. The remains 
of two Roman baths were discovered in the town, in 
the year 1806. In the vicinity are numerous aentle^ 
merCs seats^ for which, even in the time of Church- 
yard, the poet, (celebrated as the author of the 
" Worthiness of Wales," &c., and who died early in 
the 17th century), it was peculiarly distinguished. 
Among those in the more immediate neighl^urhood 
are, Pentre Bychan; Plas Power; Cevn; Acton Park, 
once the seat of the family of Jeffreys, and the birth- 
place of the notorious judge of that name, a spacious 
mansion delightfully situated in extensive grounds, 
richly diversified with picturesque and romantic sce- 
nery, and commanding views over the town and the 
adjacent country, which abounds with features of 
beauty and interest ; Erddig, the romantic hanging 
woods in the domain of which are deservedly the 
theme of general admiration : this mansion, ap- 
proached from the Ruabon road, has been consider- 
ably enlarged and modernized by Wyatt; in the 
saloon and other apartments are many fine paintings ; 
and the library contains a large number of Welsh 
manuscripts, including the valuable Seabright col- 
lection ; Brymbo HaU, a fine specimen of domestic 
architecture, said to have been from a design by 
Inigo Jones, and embracing the most extensive 
prospect in the neighbourhood; and several others 
m tne adjoining parishes, in the accounts of which 
they are respectively noticed. Here also are the 
remains of many old mansions, now occupied only 
as farm-houses; among which are, Cadwgan; Ha- 
vod-y-Wern, formerly the residence of the Pules- 
tons; and Esclusham Hall, also a seat of that fa- 
mily. Mr. Edward Randksy organist at Wrexham, 
towards the close of the last and early in the present 
century, although blind, was one of the most skilful 
performers on the harp in the kingdom; and his 
daughter, Elizabeth^ was an unexampled prodigy of 
juvenile proficiency in music ; having had toe honour, 
when only three years and a half old, of performing 
on the piano-forte before the king and royal family. 



YERBESTON, a parish, in the union and hun- 
dred of Narbektu, county of Pembroke, South 
Wales, 4 miles (s. w.)from Narberth; containing 
14d inhabitants. This parish, which is situated near 
the turnpike-road leading from Pembroke to Nar- 
berth^ comprises a small extent of land, all inclosed 
and cultivated; the return of the rateable annual 
value being £685. 6. 8. Culm is found in some 
parts of it, out is worked only for home consumption 
and the supply of the immediate neighbournood. 
The living is a discharged rectory, rated in the 
king's books at £5. 3. 9., endowed with £40Q private 
benefaction and £400 roval bounty, and in the 
patronage of the Baron de Rutzen : the church, 
dedicated to St Lawrence, is not distinguished by 
any architectural details of importance. There is a 
day school, which contains about 20 children, the 
expense of whose instruction is defrayed by the 
rector, who allows the teacher a salary of £8 per 



annum. 



YN-DRE-ISA (YN-Y-DRE-ISAF), a town- 
ship, in that part of the parish of Llanbadarn- 
Vawr which is in the lower division of the hundred 
of Geneu'r-Glyn, union of Aberystwith, county 
of Cardigan, South Wales, 1 mile (e.s. e.) from 
Aberystwith ; containing 352 inhabitants. The paro- 
chial church of Llanbadam-Vawr and the greater 
part of the adjaoent village are situated in this town- 
ship, a small part of which is included within the 
new limits of the contributory borough of Aberyst- 
with. It is bounded on the north-west by the nver 
Rheidiol. Here is a day school, consisting of 40 
children, and supported partly by an endowment of 
£7 per annum, and partly by payments from tlie 
parents; and two Sunday schools, one connected 
with the Established Church, and the other apper- 
taining to Independents, contain about 280 males 
and females, ana are conducted gratuitously, books 
being furnished by means of collections. 

YN-DRE-UCHA (YN-Y-DRE-UCHAF), a 
township, in that part of the parish of Llanbadarn- 
Vawr which is in the lower division of the hundred 
of Geneu'r-Glyn, union of Aberystwith, county 
of Cardigan, South Wales, If mile (E.by8.) 
from Aberystwith; containing 898 inhabitants. It 
is bounded on the south by the river Rheidiol, and 
contains a portion of the village of Llanbadarn- Vawr. 
Here is a Sunday school, appertaining to Calvinistic 
Methodists, and consisting of about 100 males and 
females* 

YNIS-Y-MGND (YNYS-Y-MWNT), a town- 
ship, in the parish of Cadoxton, union and hundred 
of Neath, county of Glamorgan, South Walks ; 
containing 288 inhabitants. It is. situated in that 
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part of the Vale of Neath which comprises the upper 
portion of the parish, and near the head of the Neath 
canal. There are several small coaU works at pre- 
sent in operation, but the number of persons em- 
ployed is uncertain, depending upon the fluctuating 
demand for their produce. 

YNYSAWDRE (YNYS-Y-NAW- 
DR&F), a hamlet, in the parish of St. Bride's- 
MiNOR, union of Bridgend and Cowbridge, hun- 
dred of Ogmore, county of Glamorgan, South 
Wales, 9 miles (n.) from Bridgend; containing 117 
inhabitants. This township, of which the name 
means " the Isle of nine habitations," is situated on 
the banks of the Ogmore, and is a distinct place, sup* 
porting its poor and appointing its own officers, but 

E tying church-rates conjointly with the parish of St 
ride V Minor, to which it is contiguous, being only 
separated by the rirer. It forms a part of the Uberty 
of Ogmore, is within the jurisdiction of its coroner, 
and pays all fees and fealty to the lord of Ogmore 
manor. Here is a day school, in which about 25 
children are instructed at the expense of their 
parents. 

YNYSCYNHAIARN (YNYS-CYNHAI- 
ARN), a parish, comprising the town of TrSmadoc 
(which is described under its own head), in the union 
of Festiniog, hundred of Eivionydd, county of 
Carnarvon, North Wales; and containing 1868 
inhabitants. This parish, which derives its name 
from its low maritime situation, and the dedication 
of its church to St. Cynhaiarn, who flourished about 
the dose of the sixth century, is situated on the 
Traeth Mawr, and on the turnpike-road from Pwll- 
heli to Tremadoc. The surface is very uneven, and 
in some portions mountainous; and uie soil varies 
exceedingly, but in the lower grounds is fertile : in 
the hilly parts copper-ore is found in various places, 
but none of the mines are worked with spirit or 
success. The rateable annual value of the parish, 
including the towns of Tr&madocand Port Madoc, 
is returned at £3507. 1& 10. The living is annexed 
to the rectory of Criccieth. The church has been 
rebuilt upon a more commodious site, in the later 
style of English architecture, and is a very handsome 
structure ; and the churchyard, also, has been very 
considerably enlara;ed, a measure rendered abso- 
lutely necessary from the increase of population 
which has taken place since Ae formation of the 
tpwn and port of Tremadoc: here was buried the 
noted Welsh harper, Davydd y (Jarreg Wen, who 
was born at Carreg Wen in the parish. Ther« are 
places of worship for Independents, and Calvinistic 
and Wesleyan Medu>dists. Three day schools afllbrd 
instruction to 105 children at the expense of their 
parents; about 425 males and females are gratui- 
tously taught in four Sunday schools; and poor 
children of the parish are also eligible to be admitted 
to the school at Criccieth, founded by the Rev. 
David Ellis. Here were bom the two celebrated 
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brothers, the Rev. John Thomas, M.A., head-master 
of the free grammar school of Beaumaris, and the 
Rev. Richard Thomas, A.B., genealo^ts and &nU« 
Quaries. In the township of Oest, m the paririi} 
lived Blaidd Rhudd, of one of the three royal tribes 
of Wales. 

YR-DDREINIOO, a hamH in that oart of 
the parish of TRftoATAN which is in the hundred of 
Tyndakthwy, county of Akoleset, North Wales: 
the populadoa is included in the return fw the 
pariso. The name signifies a place abounding with 
thorns. 

YSCEIBION, with Bachtbibtd, a hamlet, 
in that part of the parish of Llanynts whi<A is in 
the hundred of Isaled, county of Denbigh, North 
Wales, 4 miles (n. w. by w.) from Ruthin : the 
population is included in the return for the parish. 
A large portion of this township was inclosed in 
1803, under the provisions of an act of parlia« 
ment 

YSCEIVIOG (YSGEIFIOG), a parish, id 
the union of Holywell, Caerwys division of the 
hundred of Rhuddlan, county of Flint, North 
Wales, 4 miles (s. w. by s.) from Holywell ; con- 
taining 1740 inhabitants. This place was formerly 
called Llanvair-Ysceivio^, but is now known merely 
by that appellation which was origrinally only its 
affix, and which ^gnifies, ^^a pla^ abounding in 
elder trees," a term that appears to have been 
applied to this lecaUty in reference to the numbers 
of trees of that description once growing here, and 
of which a few still remain in the churchyard. The 
parish, situated on the road from Denbigh to Mold 
and Holywell, is bounded on die north-east by the 
parish of Holywell, on the east by that of Halkin^ 
on the south By that of Nannerch, on the west by 
the county of jDenbigh, and on the north-west by 
the parish of Caerwys; and comprises by admea- 
surement 5857 acres, of which between 400 and 500 
are wood, a small portion meadow, and the remainder 
arable, with the exception of some barren tracts, too 
lofty and rocky for cultivation. The larger part of 
the parish consists of high table land on a substratum 
of limestone, and the other portion comprehends 
some well wooded valleys, exhibiting a variety of 
beautifully picturesque scenery, and through whid^ 
run the rivulets called Avon Draws, Avon Disgynva^ 
and the Whielor, a favourite resort of anglers. A 
waste tract of 3500 acres in this and the adjacent 
parishes of Nannerch and Whitford was inclosed 
some years ago by act of parliament The soil in 
general is fertile and well adapted to tillage, in 
which the farmers are chiefly employed. There are 
limestone quarries on almost every farm, ai^d the 
parish contains several mines of lead-ore, but they 
nave not been very profitable during the last few 
years; calamine and manmnese have also been 
found in small quantities. The old timber is prin- 
cipally oak, none of which b of great age : there are 
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sevend new plantaticMis, comprislnff beeofa^ large 
Bambers of lardi, and some beauuful sycamores, 
which grow here very luxuriantly. Most of the 
mansions formerly occupied by gentlemen have 
either tallen into decay or been deserted, and are 
now become fifiirm-houses. The Marquess of West- 
minster and Lord Mostyn are among the chief 
landed proprietors, the former of whom possesses, as 
a lessee under the crown, a r^ht to the royalties of 
the mines and quarries on the lands inclosed by act 
of parliament. The village, which is situated on 
elevated table land near the church, and commands 
some extensive prospects, contains about a dozen 
houses, but the principal part of the population, 
whidi consists to a great extent of persons connected 
with the mines, wao are dii^y employed in the 
neighbouring parishes, reside at or near a stripling 
hamlet called Lixwm, about a mile from the church, 
and have been much reduced in numbers within the 
last 10 years, on account of the operations being 
suspended or discontinued in many of the lead*mines. 
A considerable part of the parish is destitute of run- 
ning water, and the inhabitants are supplied from 
ponds or from brooks sitiated at a great distance 
from their habitations. There are four corn-mills, 
a small wire-mill, and a paper manufactory, employ- 
ing about do hands. The Holywell race-course, long 
distinguished as a fashionable rescnrt, is situated in 
thep£ridi. 

The living consists of a rectorv and vicarage 
united; the rectorv rated in the King's books at 
£18. 10. 10., and the vicarage, which is discharged, 
at £6. d.6i.; present net income, £651, wi& a 
house, and a glebe of 9 acres ; patron. Bishop of St 
Asaph. The old church, dedicated to St Mary, 
was an ancient and spacioos edifice, partly Normauy 
and partly in the early style of £nelish architeotore, 
with a massive and lofty tower m very rude con- 
stmcdon, and consisted of a nave and cnancel, with 
a large diapel or chantry on each side of the btter, 
lighted by ranges of lancet^aped windows : on the 
north side of uie nave was a very elegant Norman 
doorway, afterwards walled up, the mouldings of 
which were richly ornamented and in an excellent 
slate of preservation ; but the body of the e£fice 
was in such a state of dilapidation, that divine 
service had, for a short time previous to the erection 
of the new bnildii^, been diseontianed, and per- 
formed in the National school-room. The present 
ohurch, built on the same ute, was finisked in 
1887, at a cost of about £1 135, defrayed by the 
landowners, aided by grants frcmi the metropolitan 
and diocesan societies, and is an elegant stmctnre in 
the early EngHsfa style, with lancet windows, and a 
handsome tower, and measures 90 feet by 44 ; the 
number of sittings is 630, of which 301 are free. 
There are two places of worship for Calvinistic 
Methodists, and one each for Baptists and Wes- 
leyane. Two day schools are carried on, one of 
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which, containing 60 children, is supported by sub- 
scription ; and in the other about 12 are instructed 
at the expense of their parents: and four Sunday 
schools also are conducted by gratuitous teachers, 
one comprisinfi^ 60 children, who attend the Esta- 
blished Church, and the others, connected with 
dissenters, about 730 males and females. Several 
charitable donations and bequests have been made 
in sums varying from £50 to £3, which appeared 
on three benefaction tables removed from tlie old 
churdi ; the whole amounting to £156 : of this £111 
were expended in 1794, in building a house, on 
extra manorial waste land enjoyed by the parish, for 
the purpose of picking cotton therew, and now let 
to a weaver for £3. 10. per annum, and the field for 
£1. 5. ; the residue of the sum was lent on mortgage, 
payinfi^ an interest of £*2. 5. In addition to £ese, 
there is a rent-charge of £1. 6. bequeathed by John 
Wynne, of unknown date; which, together with a 
similar sum included in the above aggregate, is dis- 
tributed in bread ; and the residue of the produce of 
that aggregate, £7, is given, in money^ to the poor 
on St Thomas's-day and Easter-Eve. At Br^ 
Sion was found, in the year 1816, a very beautiful 
torques of pure eold, measuring fifty-two inches in 
length, and weighing twenty-four ounces, which was 
purchased by the Marquess of Westminster, for 
three hundred guineas, and is now in the cabinet at 
Eaton Hall. On the upper ridge of the chain of 
mountains which separates the parish from the Vale 
of Clwyd, are the remains of a distinguished British 
camp called ^^ Pen-y-Cloddiau,'* or *< the summit of 
the dikes" fortified by a high rampart, and in the 
most accessible parts, by double and triple dikes; 
and near the village is a noted well, termed Fynnon 
Vair (St Mary's Well), highly reverenced in popish 
times, but now entirely neglected. The celeorated 
Dean Shipley was for 59 years incumbent 

YSCIR-VAWR <ESGAIR.FAWR), a ham- 
let, in the parish and hundred of Merthtr-Cynoo, 
eounty of Brecknock, South Wales, 8 miles 
(n. n. w.) from Brecknock; containing 197 inhabit^ 
ants. The parochial churdi is situated m this hamlet, 
which comprises the vale through which the larger 
branch of the Yscir stream flows. The population 
is exclusively agricultural, and the right of common 
on the surrounding bleak and extenrnve mountains 
is in general use. Of the annual value of the rate- 
able property in the hamlet the return made amounts 
to £917. A Welsh Sunday school for Yscir- Vawr 
and Yscir- Veehan affords gratuitous instruction to 
about 110 males and females; and there is a bequest 
left by Edward Gwynn, in 1760, producing £2 per 
annum, for the relief of the poor of the two hamlets, 
and regularly distributed on Christmas*-Eve. 

YSCIR-VECHAN (ESGAIR-FECHAN), a 
hamlet, in the parish and hundred of Merthyr-Cy- 
MOO, county of Brecknock, South WALSSjOmiles 
(n. w. by N.) from BredmodE; containing 2d2 in« 
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Labitaots. The lesser branch of the Yscir, from 
which the hamlet takes its name, flows through a 
vale here, and the surrounding country is composed 
of barren and mountainous commons. The rateable 
annual value is returned at £1006. 

YSGWYDDGWYN (YSGWYDD-WYN), a 
hamlet, in the parish of Gellygaer, hundred of 
Caerphilly, county of Glamorgan, South Wales, 
5 . miles (s. £.) from Mertbyr-Tydvil ; containing 
\2S inhabitants. It is situated on the right bank of 
the river Romney, near its source, and forms the 
upper portion of the parish, where the ground is 
bleak and mountainous, the inhabitants thmly scat- 
tered, and the right of common generally exercised. 
There is a meeting-house for a congregation of 
dissenters. 

YSPYTTY-IVAN (YSFYTTY-IEUAN), a 
parish, composed of the townships of Tir-Evan and 
Trebrys, in the union of Llanrwst, hundred of Is- 
ALED, county of Denbigh, and the township of Eidda, 
which is also in the union of Llanrwst, and partly in 
the above-named hundred and county, and partly in 
the hundred of Nantconway, county of Carnarvon, 
North Wales, 3 miles (s. w.) from Pentre- Voelas ; 
and containing 839 inhabitants, of whom 427 are in 
the Denbighsliire, and 412 in the Carnarvonshire, 
portion. This parish, which is intersected by the 
river Conway, a few miles below its source, derives 
its name from a preceptory belonging to the Knights 
of St. John of Jerusalem, foundea by Ivan ab Rh^s, 
about the year 1189, which continued to flourish 
until the suppression of that order, affording a sanc- 
tuary to travellers and others during the period of 
the conflicts between the English and the Welsh. 
This privilege continuing with the lords of the manor, 
after the abolition, ana the place being exempted 
from all civil jurisdiction, rendered it an asylum for 
robbers and other malefisu^tors, who became the pest 
of the surrounding country, until the reign of Henry 
VIL, when they were extirpated by the courage and 
firmness of Meredydd ab Ivan. The site of the 
hospital, or preceptory, is now occupied by the parish 
church, and there is not a single vestigeof the ouild* 
ings. The rateable annual value of that part of the 
parish situated in Denbighshire has been returned at 
£1062, of which £612 is the portion for Tir-Evan, 
and £450 for Trebrys. Fairs are held on March 1 7th, 
May 21st, July 1st, August Idth, September 15th, 
November 23rd, and December 2nd ; and a manorial 
court occurs periodically. 

The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed with a 
rent-charge of ten guineas, private bene&urtion, £600 
royal bounty, and £600 parliamentary grant; patrons, 
alternately. Lord Mostyn and the representatives of 
P. Jones, £^q., who are the impropriators; net income, 
£122. The church, dedicatea to St John the Baptist, 
is a small neat edifice, and contains three alabaster 
figures in a tolerable state of preservation, though 
much neglected ; the first that of Rhys Vawr ab Mer- 
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edydd, to whom Henry, Earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry VIL, in trustee! the standard of England, at the 
decisive battle of Bosworth Field, after Sir William 
Brandon, his former standard-bearer, had been slain; 
the second that of his wife Lowry ; and the third, 
in canonical robes, representing his son Robert ab 
Rh^s, cross-bearer ana chaplain to Cardinal Wolsey. 
There are places of worship for Independents and 
Calvinistic Methodists. A day school, containing 
about 40 children (of whom 30 are from the town- 
ship of Eidda), is supported partly by subscription 
of ten guineas per annum from Lord Mostyn, to- 
wards the education of 12 poor boys, and partly by 
ayments from the parents ; and a Sunday sdiool is 
eld in the meeting-house belonging to the Method- 
ists, in which about 200 males and females meet 
together for the purpose of instructing each other in 
reading the Bible in their native language. Captain 
Richard Vaughan, in the year 1700, gave the sum 
of £200, which was subsequentiy vested in land, for 
the endowment of an almshouse, containing six tene- 
ments for as many poor aged men, which he had 
previously erected in the township of Tir-Evan, and 
the pro<iuce, £d per annum, is still distributed among 
the inmates. Mrs. Catherine Vaughan, too, fonnded 
a house for six old women at Eidda, and the over- 
seers of this township also claim the right of select- 
ing the occupants of the former. 

YSPYTTY-YSTRAD-MEURIC, a parochial 
chapelry, in the parish of Yspyttt-Ystwith, union 
of Tregaron, upper division of the hundred of Ilar, 
county of Cardigan, South Wales, 14 miles (s.e.) 
from Aberystwith ; containing 152 inhabitants. This 
place formerly belonged to the abbey of Strata- Flo- 
rida, about three miles distant, an nospitium or cell 
to which was situated here ; and from this ciroun- 
stance, probably, and from its position near the river 
Menric, is derived its name. It is of very limited 
extent ; but is much distinguished in history for its 
ancient castle, of the original foundation of which 
nothing satisfactory is known ; the first notice of it 
occurs in the history of the siege of Aberystwith 
castle by Grufydd ab Rh^s, when the governor of 
that fortress sent to Ystrad-Meuric by night, and 
received before the morning a reinforcement, which 
enabled him to defend it against the attacks of the 
Welsh prince. It was partly destroyed by Owain 
Gwynedd, in 1 Idd, when that chieftain, aided by his 
brother Cadwaladr, destroyed several other castles in 
Wales, which were held oy the Anglo-Norman in- 
vaders; it was, however, repaired in 1150, by Rh^ 
Prince of South Wales, who, with his brother Mer- 
edydd, sons of Orufydd ab Rh^s, took it from Hy wel 
ab Owain Gwynedd, and fortified it for themselves. 
In 1 158 it was besieged and taken by Roger, Earl of 
Clare, but was retaken, in 11^, by Maelgwyn ab 
Rh^s, who, in 1 194, gav^ it to Anarawd, his orother, 
as a ransom for the liberation of his two brothers 
Hy wel and Madoc, whom that chieftain had made 
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prisoners. It did not remain long in the possession 
of Anarawd, for, in 1198, Maelgwvn again retook it, 
and kept it till the year 1207, when, despairing of 
being able to defend the fortress against Llewelyn ab 
loTwerth, Prince of North Wales, from whom he ex* 
pected a hostile attack, he razed it to the ground, and 
from that time it does not appear that it was ever 
rebuilt 

The chapelry is surrounded by the parishes of 
Lledrod, Llanwnws, and Yspytty - Ystwith, being 
bounded on the east by the river Meuric, and on the 
south, west, and north, by the brooks Nant-y-Castell, 
Sychnant, and Marchnant^Vach ; and by computa- 
tion it contains 650 acres, of which about 250 are 
arable, and the remainder pasture of a coarse de- 
scription. The surface consists of elevated and sterile 
hills ; the soil of the arable land is sandy ; the rocks 
are clay slate; and tlie chief agricultural produce is bar- 
ley, oats, and extensive potatoe crops. The turnpike- 
road from Aberystwith to Tregaron passes through 
the place; and a fair is held on the 2nd of July 
for pigs, wool, and pedlery. The tithes, which are 
impropriate, have been commuted for a rent-charge of 
£96. 7., subject to rates, averaging £3 per annum : 
the chapel, which has no separate endowment, and is 
served by the incumbent of Yspytty- Ystwith, or hb 
curate, is dedicated to St John the Baptist, and is a 
small plain building, consisting only of A nave. A 
free grammar school wqb founded in 1757, by Edward 
Richard, who endowed it with lands and houses, now 
producing £86. 10., per annum, for thirty-two boys 
from any part of the country, preference being «ven 
to those of this place and neighbourhood; and the 
grammar school of Llanvihangel- Lledrod, adjoining, 
of which Mr. Richard was master, and which was 
endowed with rents amounting to £150. 18., for 
forty boys of the upper division of that parish, was, 
after his decease, united to the school nere, which 
has long been eminently distinguished as one of 
the best classical academies in the principality. A 
, very handsome school-house was erects, previously 
to 1812 in the chapelyard, by subscription, in the 
later style of English architecture ; to which is at^ 
tached an excellent library, comprising a valuable 
collection of books in various languages, principally 
the gift of the founder. About 50 children in 
summer, and 100 in winter, receive gratuitous in- 
struction in the classics, mathematics, and arithmetic ; 
and the institution is conducted by a head master 
and second master, and b visited by the Bishop of 
St David^ and John P. A. Lloyd Philipps, Esq., 
of Dale Castie, in the county of Pembroke; the 
endowment amounts to £237. 8. per annum. There 
is an exhibition to St John's CfoUege, Cambridge, 
belonging to the school, for the best Greek schobr. 
Among we eminent persons who have been succes- 
sively masters may be noticed Mr. Edward Richanl ; 
the Hev. John Williams, who conducted it for forty 
years; and the Rev. D. Williams, late fellow of 
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Wadham College, Oxford, an eminent divine and 
critic, who distinguished himself as an impartial 
magistrate, an elegant scholar, and a polishea gen- 
tieman. A Sunday school, containing from 150 to 
200 males and females, is conducted oy the master 
of the endowed school and his assistants, the expenses 
being defrayed by the former. There are some re- 
mains of the ancient castie of Ystrad- Meuric, upon 
the summit of a gravelly hill near the village, which, 
though inconsiderable, aenote it to have been origin- 
ally a place of great strength and importance. On 
one of the lofty hills in me chapelry, called Friw- 
Uwyd, are vestiges of a Roman intrenchment, occupy- 
ing a commancUng site to the north of the church ; 
and on another hill, designated Tommen Vilwyn, is 
a cairn of tolerable extent An ancient house, styled 
Mynacht^, is supposed to have been the hospitium 
from which the cnapelry most probably derived its 
name. Edward Richard, founder of the grammar 
school, and a native of the place, was distinguished 
as a profound scholar and critic, an antiquary, and a 
Welsh poet, and was the author of some pastorals, 
which, for elegance of composition and purity of stvie, 
are unrivalled by any writings in the Welsh fan- 

fuage ; he is thought to have been born in the year 
714, but his name does not appear in the register. 
YSPY TTY-YSTWITH, a parish, in the union 
of Tregaron, upper division of the hundred of Ilar, 
county of Cardigan, South Wales, 13 miles (s. e. 
by £.) from Aberystwith; containing 754 inhabitants, 
of whom 602 are in that portion of the parish not 
comprised in the chapelry of Yspytty- Ystrad-Menric 
The name is derived from an ancient hospitium 
formerly existing here, which is supposed to have 
belonged to the Knights Hospitallers, and its ad- 
junct, from its situation on the banks of the river 
Ystwith. On the north the parish is bounded by 
that of LlanvihangeUy-Creiddyn and the river Yst- 
with, which flows between the two places; on the 
west and east by Llanwnws, and in the latter direc- 
tion also by the small rivers Marchnant and Meuric ; 
and on the south by the parochial chapelry of Yspytty- 
Ystrad- Meuric, which is subordinate to Yspytty- 
Ystwith. It comprises about four thousand acres, 
one-half waste; the surface is hilly, the most lofty 
elevations being Glog- Vawr and Glog- Vechan, which 
command extensive views of several of the surround- 
ing counties; and the soil is various, being in the 
lower grounds, which in some portions are subject to 
partial inundation, boggy, and in the higher, rocky 
and barren. Some arable land, which is inclosed 
and cultivated, produces chiefly barley and oats* 
Lead-ore is founa on the waste land in the parish, 
of which some mines have been worked with advan- 
tage, and are still carried on, employing about one 
hundred persons, and yiejding nearly :&000 annu» 
ally; ana a stone quarry and two mills of small 
extent are partially m operation. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, with that of Yspytty- Ystrad-Meuric 
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annexed) endowed with £800 royal bounty ; net in- 
come, £86 ; patron. Earl of Lisbume : attached are 
about 200 acres of land Bcattered in other parishes. 
The church, dedicated to St John the Baptist, and 
situated on a rock commanding a fine view of Maen 
Arthur wood, is an andent ^ifice, consistinc^ of a 
nave, divided by a screen to form a chancel; the 
length is about 30 feet and the breadth 15; the roof 
is supported by octagonal pillars, in one of which is 
a cavity for the purpose of a font Here are two 
day scoools, where 90 children are instructed at the 
expense of their parents ; and five Sunday schools 
are attended by persons of both sexes, who are taught 
gratuitously. 

YSTRAD, with Arooed, a hamlet, in the pa- 
rish of Tregaron, upper division of the hun- 
dred of Penarth, county of Cardigan, South 
Wales : the population is included in the return for 
Argoed. 

YSTRAD, with Garth, a hamlet, in the pa- 
rish of Llandewt-Brevi, upper division of the 
hundred of Penarth, county ot Cardigan, South 
Wales, 8 miles (n. £•) from Lampeter : the popula- 
tion is returned with the hamlet of Grarth ; as well as 
the amount of the commutation for tithes. It is situ- 
ated on the right bank of the Teivy, and the old 
Roman road from Llanio to Pennal passed through 
it, from which latter circumstance its name is sup- 
posed to be derived. 

YSTRAD, a hamlet, in that part of the parish of 
Llandingat which is in the lower division of the 
hundred of Cayo, county of Carmarthen, South 
Wales, 2^ miles (s. w. by w.) from Llandovery ; 
containing 178 inhabitants. It occupies part of the 
right bank of the Towy, and the road from Llan- 
dovery to Carmarthen passes through it Near this 
road stands Llwyn Bran, the beautiful seat of Major 
Rice, situateH within view of the Towy, and shel- 
tered by luxuriant plantations behind. There is a 
ford across the river in this hamlet, the population of 
which is almost exclusively agricultural. 

YSTRAD (MIDDLE), a hamlet, in tiie parish 
of Ystrad-dyvodog, hundred of Miskin, county of 
Glamorgan, South Wales; containing 218 in- 
habitants. 

YSTRAD-DYVODOG, otiierwise YS- 
TRAD-DYVODWG (YSTRAD-DYFODWG), 
a parish, divided into the two townships of Ystrad- 
dvvodog and Rhigos, in the union ot Merthyr-* 
Tydvil, hundred of Miskin, county of Glamor- 
gan, South Wales, 8 miles (n. w. by n.) front 
Llantrissent ; containing 1363 inhabitants. The 
scenery in this neighbourhood is singularly wild and 
romantic; and the mountains, which are very lofty, 
frequentlv rise abruptiy, and almost perpendicularly, 
£rom the level ground, and present an unbroken &ce 
to the summit, so as to have obtained the designatioa 
of the ** Alps of Glamorgan*" The tourist as he 
ascends is4{raduaUy more amd more, delighted, until 
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he readies <« Talcan-y-Byd," or the << forehead c£ 
world," which is one of the most prominent feato] 
in the parish : but the roads are very indifferent^ 
and frequently prevent tourists ftt>m penetratiBg into 
these secluded and romantic scenes. Tluroaghont 
the valley flows the rapid stream Rhonilduy wbkdiy 
though or an indiflferent appearance, and having only 
a small volume of water, aflfords good sport to th^ 
angler. The Dinas collieries are in toe vUimtjr^ 
whence a communication is formed by traoa-nMids 
with the Glamorganshire canal and the Taf Vale 
railway. The living is a perpetual curacy, endowed 
with £600 royal bounty, and £800 parliamentary 
^^rant ; net income, £85 : patron. Rev. J. B. Williams ^ 
impropriators. Dean and Chapter of Gloucester. The 
church, dedicated to St Tyvodwg, is situated in m 
valley of the same name, nearly in the centre of the 

farish. There are two places of worship for Baptists, 
n the township of Ystrad-dyvodog is a day sdiool, in 
which 16 chilaren are instructed at the expenae of 
their parents; also a Sunday school, consisting of 
about 80 males and females, gratuitously taught: 
these schools are held in a room built by the pariab- 
ioners, in 1829, and occupied rent-free by a master, 
who conducts both. The schools in the township olf 
Rhigos are noticed in the artide on that place. 

YSTRAD-DYVODOG HOME, a hamlet, in 
the parish of Ystrad-dyvodog, hundred of Miskik, 
county of Glamorgan, South Wales ; eontainiogr 
fil2 inhabitants. 

YSTRAD-GUNLAIS (YSTRAD-GYN- 
LAIS), a parish, compriMug the Upper and Lower 
divisions, in the union of >^ath, hundred o{ Dk- 
VYNOCK, county of Brecknock, South Wales, 14 
miles (n. e, by e.) from Swansea; and containing 
2885 inhabitants. The name of this place, accorf 
ing to some authorities, is derived from the dedica- 
tion of its church to St Gunleus, a prince of ** Gk- 
wissig," who, by his residence here, gave his name 
to the small vale in which it is situated : but others 
more correctly state that the church is dedicated to 
St Mary ; and it has been thought that the proper 
appellation is Ystrad-Gurlais, or Garwlais, signifyii^ 
(< the vale of the rough-sounding brook," ami is de- 
rived from a stream so called, a little below the 
church, which separates this parish from that of Kily^ 
bebilU aaid also forms a boundary between the coob- 
ties of Brecknock and Glamor^n* The parish, 
situated in the Vale of Tawe, is bounded on the 
south-east by the river of that name, and on the 
south-west by the brook Garwlais above noticed, and 
is intersected by the turnpike-road fron» Swansea 
to Brecknock. Its surface is adorned with sevenA 
fl^ntlemen's seats, the principal of which, Yniseedwi. 
House, once the . residence of the Aubreys, and now 
the property of R. D* Gough, Esq., i^ marriage of 
one of his ancestors with the heiress of that ancient 
fiunily, is a handsome mansion, in a delightful part .of 
the Vale of Tawe» environed by some richly- varied 



f 






YSTR 



YSTR 



■^ 



*m 



f 



V 

I 

I 
I 

B 

I 

I 

ll 

■ 



1 

a 
'* 
t 

t 

» 

I 

I 
i 



scenery, and in tke centre c^ a higkly improreable 
&nd extemire domain : in tlie Upper aivision standi 
the old seat of Gl;^ll&ek Is&v. 

The entire diitriet abounds with mineral wealth, 
and in the parish are valuable mines of iron-oroy 
8tODe*coal) and limestone, which combining with 
other local advantages, have led to the establidiment 
of very large works at this place. The tron* 
worki Delonging to the Yniscedwin Company are 
considered as among the oldest of the kind new 
TBBk operation in the kingdom; and the opinion of 
thrir antiquity has been eonfirmed by the discovery 
of an old pig of iron in a cinder bank in 1795, on 
which was the date 1613. These extensive works 
comprise two blast furnaces for smelting the ore, air 
funmces and cupolas for converting the pig-iron into 
castings, with fineries for making the refined metal 
used oy the dn^manufiaeturers. The furnaces are 
blown by a powerful machine, erected in 1828, from 
designs by Mr. Brunton, of London, and worked by 
a water-iKiieel of large diameter. The iron-ore and 
limestone used are progured in the parish ; but the 
stone-coal being unfit for the purpose of smelting 
iron, a supply of another kind is obtained from 
mines in some of the adjoining parishes* The 
works, when in full operation, afford employment to 
five or six hundred men, exclusively of whom, about 
two hundred and sixty are constantly engaged in the 
collieries of the pansh ; the stone-cocJ and culm 
raised in these is chiefly used in drying malt and 
burning lime. Great quantities of limestone are 
quanri^ at the Oibarth rock, and are purchased 
by farmers and others along the line of the Swansea 
canal, to bum for manure and other purposes. On 
the limestone to the north of this rock is found an 
abundance of tripoli^ or lapU carionuj of a very pure 
quality, much of which is collected and sent by the 
canal to Swansea, and thence shipped to different 
parts of England, to be used in tne burnishing of 
metals. The Swansea canals a branch of which 
reaches to the Yniscedwin worics, terminates at a 
pbce called H^ Neuadd, in this parish, two miles 
above the church; and to it converge numerous 
tram-roads from the works, for the conveyance of 
their produce. A tranp-road was laid down in 1825, 
by John Christie, Esq., of London, extending from 
the Gwain Clawdd, over the forest of Devynock, to 
Rh^d^y-Briw, in the Vale of Usk, by means of 
which a communication is established l>etween this 
mineral district and the heart of Brecknockshire; 
and a branch, six miles in length, from Penwyll to 
the head of the Swansea canal, forming a junction 
with the main road, has also been constructed. The 
annual value of the rateable property in the parish 
has been returned at £4363^ of which £2954 is for 
the Lower, and £l409 for the Upper, division. 

The LIVING is a rectory, rated in the king's books 
at £9. 10. 7^., and in the patronage of the proprietor 
of the Ynis(^win estate : the tithes have been com- 
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muted for a rent-charge of £S72: the durch is a 
small neat fabric, consisting simply of a nave and 
chaseel, with a belfry at the west end. The chapel 
of Ceelbren, situated in the Upper division of the 
parish, and formerly a chapel of ease to the mother 
church, has been endoweo, and the living is now a 
perpetual curacy, in the patronage of the rector, with 
a net income of £45 : tne structure was rebuilt in 
1799, almost entirely at the expense of Walter Price, 
Esq., of Gl^nll^ch, who owns five of the seven tene- 
ments of which the hamlet of Coelbren consists. 
There are places of worship for Baptists and Inde- 

Cendents; that for the latter, a remarkably neat 
nilding at T^n-y-Coed, in the Upper division, 
erected by subscription, in 1881 ; that for the Bap- 
tists, situated at Nant-y-Fin. In the Lower division 
is a day school, in which 40 children are educated at 
the cost of their parents ; also a Sunday school, sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions, and consisting of 
87 males and females, who attend the Establi»ied 
Church; and another, appertaining to Calvinistic 
Methodists, and containing about 100. In the 
Upper division is a day school, where 40 children 
are taught at their parents' expense, in a neat house 
erected almost exclusively at the cost of Howell 
Gwyn, Esq.; and two Sunday schools afford gra- 
tuitous instruction to about 70 males and females. 
Morgan Aubrey, of Yniscedwin, Esq., bequeathed 
a rent-charge of £4. 5., payable out of a farm called 
Twyn-y-Ceiliog, in the parish of Devynock, for the 
benefit of the poor. 

A Roman road, now called the Sam Uean, or 
Sam Helen, is still visible in the parish, passing 
along a hiffh ridge of rock which separates it from 
Ystrad-veUtey, and from Cadoxton in the county of 
Glamorgan, and hence declining southwards towards 
the station Nielum (Neath). On this ridge, between 
Coelbren and Cevn-hir-Vynydd, was formerly an 
erect stone, supposed to have been a Roman milfiary, 
with an inscription, of which only the letters impc 
were in later times legible, but it has been removed 
or destroyed. Upon the hills towards Llywel, and 
bordering on Carmarthenshire, are several earne- 
ddau, and the remains of three ancient British en- 
campments, but nothing has been recorded of thei^ 
original formation. Near the diapel of Coelbren is 
an encampment, which, from its quadrilateral form, 
and its contiguity to the Sam Helen, is thought to 
be Roman ; and at a short distance from this place 
is a kind of natural wall, formed by the side of th^ 
limestone rocks, in which is a small cavern, styled 
Cradods's Church, or Hermitage, which, according 
to Mr. Jones, the historian of Brecknockshire, is 
erroneously so called, as he supposes it to have been 
the cell in which Gunleus died in the arms of his soh 
Cattwg, who gave his name to this cavern, as hi^ 
father had in luce manner given his to the vale. 

About three-quarters of a mile to the east of Coel- 
bren chapel is the most remarkable wateriatl in this 
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fart of the county, designated *^wd yr hin Rpd, 
t is formed by the Llech, or Llechoe, a small 
mountain stream, which, for a considerable distance 
from its source, flows over a rocky bed, in a part of 
its course entirely destitute of veg^etation, and with- 
out any feature of beauty, except where in some 
places It expands into a river ; it afterwards crosses 
the road from Ystrad-velitey to Coelbren, when it is 
lost in a deep-wooded elen, on its emerging from 
which the whole river, m one unbroken sheet, de- 
scends from a perpendicular height of more than a 
hundred feet ; oeinc^ interrupten in its fall by a pro- 
jecting ledge of rocks, about ten or twelve feet below 
the summit, it dashes into foam, and, after its descent 
for the remaining ninety feet, without further im- 
pediment, it disappears in the thick foliage of the 
woods which clothe its precipitous banks, and pur- 
sues a winding course to the river Tawe. Though 
this fall is of much greater height than that of Eiro 
Hepste, the water in its descent has less grandeur 
and breadth, when both rivers are equally full. At 
an inn, known by the sign of the ^^ Lamb and Flag," 
in this parish, tne outlawed criminal Hatfield^ who, 
under die assumed name of the Hon. Colonel Hope, 
had seduced into marriage the beautiful and artless 
Mary of Buttermere, in Cumberland, was arrested ; 
he was committed by the magistrates to the gaol at 
Brecknock, and thence conveyed to Carlisle, where 
he was tried and executed. 

Y S T R A D-M E U R I C, county of Cardi- 
gan, South Wales. — See Yspytty-Ystrad- 
Meuric. 

YSTRAD-OWEN or YSTRAD-OWAIN, a 

1)arish, in the union of Bridgend and Cowbridge, 
mndred of Cowbridge, county of Glamorgan, 
South Wales, Smiles (n.e.) from Cowbridge; con- 
taining 196 inhabitants. Ithel, surnamed Du, or '< the 
Black," Prince of Glamorgan in the tenth century, 
occasionally resided here; and the place is distin- 

Siished ill the historical annals of the principality as 
e scene of a desperate battle between the invading 
Saxons and the ancient Britons under Conan ab 
Seisyllt, in the year 1031, when that chieftain and 
all his sons were slain. It derives its name from 
Owain ab Collwyn, who lived here in a palace, of 
which the site is marked by a large tumulus near the 
church, now covered with a thriving plantation. The 
parish comprises a moderate extent of good arable 
and grazing land, and a portion of common, affording 
pasturage for sheep and young cattle : the surrouno- 
ing scenery is pleasingly diversified, and enlivened 
with some interesting features. Ash Hall is a hand- 
some modernized mansion, situated on an eminence 
above the church, commanding a fine view of the 
whole Vale of Glamorgan, from the house to the sea, 
with the town of Cowbridge in the foreground, and 
the high lands of Somersetshire in the distance. 
. The living is a perpetual curacv, endowed with 
^1200 royal bounty, and £*200 parliamentary grant; 
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net income, £41 ; patrons and appropriators, Chapt 
of Llandaf. The church, dedicated to St. Owain, is 
a very small ancient edifice, not remarkable for any 
architectural details. On a tablet is an inscripcioD 
recording that Sir Lionel Jenkins, Knt, presented 
to each of the churches of Ystrad-Owen and LJan- 
blethian a tenor bell ; and that Evan, his brotli^r, 
gave a house and thirteen acres of land, yielding- 
z:2'2. 4. per annum, to repair the bells, directing the 
surplus to be appropriated in apprenticing children, 
and relieving aged labourers not able to work, in 
both parishes, in equal shares. Sir Lionel also be- 
queathed a fund for clothing the last description <^ 
persons, which amounts to £20 every fourth year for 
this place. 

On a hill to the south of the church are some in- 
considerable remains of the ancient castle of Tal-y- 
Vaen, or Talavan, one of the twelve fortresses erected 
by the followers of Fitz-Hamon, by whom this por- 
tion of the conquered territory was granted to Sir 
Richard de Seward, in whose family it continued for 
many generations ; it formed part of the dowry of 
the widow of Hugh le Despencer, when affianced to 
Guy de Brien, and was subsequently conveyed by 
marriage to the Dukes of Lancaster, and is still in- 
cluded within the duchy. In a field near the village 
were two large monumental stones, rudely orna- 
mented, which were supposed to have been placed 
at the head of the graves of Owain ab Ithel and his 
consort, and thence called the King and Queen 
stones ; but they have been removed for some time. 
Near the churchyard, in a field adjoining it on the 
west, is a very large tumulus, of which not even any 
traditionary account has been preserved. An annual 
assembly of the bards was hela here for many years, 
under the auspices of the ancient family of Hensol, 
and the custom was kept up till the year 1721, when 
the male line of that house became extinct; a house 
in which the meetings are said to have taken place is 
still remaining. 

YSTRAD-VELLTEY (YSTRAD-FELLT- 
AU), a parish, composed of the Lower and Upper 
divisions, in the union of Neath, hundred of De- 
VYNOCK, county of Brecknock, South Wales, 
15 miles (s. w.) from Brecknock; containing 682 in- 
habitants, of whom 414 are in the Lower, and 268 
in the Upper, division. This parish is beautifully 
situated in the sequestered Vale of the Mellte, from 
which it takes its name, and on the turnpike-road 
from Brecknock, through Pont Neath Vaughan, to 
Neath and Swansea. It is chiefly remarkable for 
the romantic beauty of its scenery, and the numerous 
and highly interesting objects of natural grandeur 
which It comprehends within its comparatively nar- 
row limits. On the confines of the county of Gla- 
morgan, but within this parish, is the small but pic- 
turesque village of Pont Neath Vaughan^ situated on 
the Lesser Neath river, over which there is a neat 
stone bridge, connecting the shires of Brecknock 
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and Glamorgan. At this village, which may be re- 

Sarded as the head of the district, fairs were rormerly 
eld on the first Saturday after the 12th of March, 
the Saturday before the 5th of July, the Saturday 
before the 26th of August, September 21st, and No- 
vember 14; but now only two take place there, one 
on the I2th of May, ana the other on the 14th of 
•November, for catde. At Craig-y'Ddinas^ in the 
parish, and in its immediate neighbourhood, is found 
an abundance of fire clay of the very best quality, 
some of which is conveyed down the Neath canal, 
which penetrates as high as Abergwrlych, in this 
vicinity, to be used in the furnaces near the town of 
Neath, and for exportation. The annual value of 
the rateable properly has been returned at £3371, 
of which £1686 is for the Lower, and £1685 for the 
Upper, division. 

The LIVING is consolidated with that of Devyn- 
ock ; and the tithes have been commuted for a rent> 
charge of £270, which is divided in three equal 
portions between the impropriators, the Bishop of 
Gloucester and Bristol, and the vicar of Devynock. 
The church, dedicated to St Mary, is an ancient 
edifice, consisting of a nave and chancel, with a 
square tower, and is situated in the centre of the 
village, which is very small. There are places of 
worsnip for Independents and Calvinistic Metho- 
dists: a day school, consisting of 35 children, is 
partly supported by endowment and partly by pay- 
ments from the parents; and two Sunday schools, 
one of which appertains to Calvinistic Methodists, 
are gratuitously conducted, and contain about 30 
males and females. David Walter^ or Owalter, of 
Maes Gwalter, in Devynock, charged the tenements 
of Vyle and Heol Vawr, in this parish, with the an- 
nual payment of £5 each, one for apprenticing a 
child of this place annually, and the other for the in- 
struction of 10 children, nve of this parish, and five 
of that of Penderin. Morgan Ilewdyriy in 1630, left 
three tenements, called respectively Tir- Pen- y-Graig, 
TSr-Pwll-y-Gelynen, and Tir-yr-Ynysvor, the two 
former in this parish, and the latter in Vainor, the 
rents of which, now amounting to £22. 10,, he ap- 
propriated for distribution among the poor. Sir Da* 
vid WiUiamsy of Gwernyvet, iGiight, in 1612, be- 
queathed, among numerous other charities, a small 
sum for distribution of bread among the poor and for 
preaching a sermon on Whit-Sunday, chargeable on 
the great tithes of Gweuddwr; ana the produce of 
the bequest has so much increased, that £6. 8. 6. are 
now received; the original gift of £l. 10. is annually 
distributed in bread, and the surplus in money. Mar^ 
garet LeiviSi of Brecon, in 1733, bequeathed a house 
and a smith's shop; and Griffith Morgan, of this 
parish, charged the tenement of Tlr-Gorov-Nedd 
with the annual payment of £3, for the benefit of 
the poor. The Sam Ueon, or Sam Helen, enters 
the parish at its north-eastern extremity, in a line 
parallel with the turnpike-road from Brecknock, and, 
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after intersecting the small Vale of Mellte, a^ain 
continues its course for nearly a mile and a half pa- 
rallel with the turnpike-road, after which, taking a 
west-north-westerly direction, it crosses Cwm Nedd 
Vychan towards Blaen Nedd. At a short distance 
from that place is an old stone, on the edge of which 
is an inscription in Roman characters, very much 
defaced, of which only the words hic ivcit are 
legible, and in which the first part of the letter u is 
wanting, and the a in the second word is reversed. 
Mr. King, in his Archseologia, states that a gold 
coin of Vespasian had been found near this place. 
Close to the village is an artificial mound, but 
nothing has been recorded either of its origin or 
history. 

The river Mellti, in the summer, when the water 
is low, runs through a confined rocky channel, till it 
arrives nearly opposite the village, when it enters a 
small whirlpool on its southern bank, and disappears; 
its course for nearly half a mile is concealed by stones, 
till it reaches a cavern a little below Forth vr Ogovy 
or '^ the mouth of the Cave.'' This remarkable ca- 
vern is entered by a horizontal aperture, twenty feet 
high and about fifteen yards wide, leading into a 
spacious apartment with a vaulted roof, from which 
hang stalactites and other calcareous concretions, 
which, on the introduction of lights, exhibit brilliant 
and splendid reflections, of numberless hues; the 
floor IS strewed with large masses of broken rock, 
scattered about in all directions, and in many parts 
presenting almost insurmountable obstacles to the pro- 

Sess of Uie visiter. Through this cavern the river 
elite pursues its course, rushing over the rocky 
fragments which impede its flow, and near the centre 
of it precipitates itself from a very considerable 
height into a deep abyss, where the roaring of the 
cataract and the darkness of the cavern tend to excite 
a sensation of awe. At the distance of a few hun- 
dred feet the river reappears, and, in time of floods, 
bursts out with prodigious force, forming a series 
of cataracts of uncommon grandeur and unrivalled 
beauty. From a projecting clifi', on the eastern side 
of the vale, the river, just above its confluence with 
the Hepstdj rushes with violent impetuosity, and de- 
scends in one unbroken sheet, forming a magnificent 
cascade, of which the noise is tremendous ; and such 
is the violence of its fall, that it loses every appear- 
ance of water, and lEissumes that of heavy spray and 
foam. From this point the river struggles through a 
deep channel, obstructed by projecting rocks pn each 
side of its precipitous banks, divertmg its current 
into a variety of fantastic directions, in a course of 
nearly three miles, till it falls into the river Neath, 
or Nedd Vechan. There are several other cataracts 
in the immediate vicinity, some of which are beauti- 
fully picturesque. Near the junction of the coun- 
ties 01 Brecknock and Glamorgan is a fine cascade, 
called ^Sgwd Einion Gam, formed by the Pyrddin, 
which, after emerging from a narrow glen, falls from 
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a height of nearly eighty feet down an abrupt preci- 
pice, of which one 8ide is richly clad with verdure, 
and with trees and sbrabs that have taken root 
amone die stratificatiens of the rock, and the other is 
naked, dreary, and rueged. At a small distance be- 
low the confluence of the Pyrddin with the Nedd 
Vechan is a singularly picturesque foil, styled ^Sgtod 
Gwladis : thoueh the breadth of the sheet of water, 
and the elevation from which it falls, are less than 
the others^ the appearance of thb cataract is infi- 
nitely more romantic, and the scenery around it more 
striking. 

YSTRAD-YNOD, a township, in the parish of 
Llanidloes, union of Llanidloes and Newtown, 
lower division of the hundred of Llanidloes, county 
of Montgomery, North Wales: the population 
is included in that returned for the parish. Three- 
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fourths of the tithes are payable to the Dean and 
Chapter of Bangor, and the remaining' fourth to the 
vicar of Llanidloes. 

Y VAENOR ISAV, a hamlet, in the parish of 
Cayo, higher division of the handred of Cayo, 
county of Carmarthen, South Wales, 8^ miles 
(w. N. w.) from Llandovery: the population is com- 
prised in that stated under the head of the parish. 
This place, also called the Lower Hamlet, is sito* 
ated on the left bank of tiie Cothy stieam ; and the 
road from Llandovery to Llansawel passes through 
it. At Maes Llan Wrthwl, within its liinits, a severe 
battle is said to have been fought between the Ro- 
mans and the Britons; and two ancient inscribed 
stones have been found in the vicinity, one of which 
denoted that an individual named Pauiinus lay there 
interred. 



THE END OF THE DICTIONARY. 
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No. I. 

CONTAINING AN ALPHABETICAL LIST 

or TBB 

PARLIAMENTARY BOROUGHS OF WALES; 

WITH THE 

BOUNDARIES 
OF EACH, AS DEFINED BY THE LEGISLATURE, IN 1832. 






The ntimber attached to the name of ea^^ place refers to the page in the Work in which 

the Borough is described. 



BOUNDARIES OF BOROUGHS. 



Abbrayon. — Vol. I. 4. 

From the point on the south of the town at which 
the river Avon falls into the sea, northward, along the 
eastern boundary of the hamlet of Havod-y-Porth, to 
that part in a stone fence which is immediately oppo- 
site a small round pool -, thence along the fence to the 
spot where the same meets a lane or path leading to a 
small cottage; thence along such lane to the ford 
across a brook exactly opposite Margam chapel; thence 
along the road to Dyfryn-Uchav to the point at which 
the same meets the railway from the Tai-B&ch copper- 
works to Michaelston ; thence, northward, along the 
railway to the point at which the same crosses a small 
stream running into the river Avon -, thence along the 
stream to the point where the same falls into the 
Avon ; thence in a straight line to the spot at which a 
stream that flows through the Cwm-Bychan ravine 
falls into the Avon; thence along the last- mentioned 
stream to the place where the same meets the boundary 
of the parish of Baglan ; thence, southward, along the 
boundary of Baglan to the point at which it meets the 
boundary of the parish of Aberavon; thence, westward, 
along the boundary of Aberavon to the point at which 
the boundary of the municipal borough leaves the 
same; thence along the boundary of the municipal 
borough to the point at which the same joins the boun- 
dary of the hamlet of Havod-y- Forth ; thence, south- 
ward, along the boundary of Havod-y-Porth to the 
point first named. 

Aberconway. — Vol. I. 6. 

The same as the municipal borough. 

Abbrystwith. — ^VoL I. 2^. 

Commencing at the outermost point of the rock 

Graiglais on the sea coast, visible from the point next 

described, straight to the northern extremity of the 

stone wall which divides the land called Pant-y-Gym 
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from the land termed Vr6n ; thence along the wall to the 
point at which the same meets the wall that separates 
Pant-y-Gym from the land Vr6n-Uchav ; thence, east- 
ward, along the boundary of Vr6n-Uchav to the turn- 
stile at the south-eastern comer thereof; thence straight 
to the mill in the tan-yard near the road leading to 
Llanbadarn-Vawr ; thence in a right line to the wooden 
dam just above Pl^ Greig ; thence, southward, along 
the boundary of the old borough to the sea coast ; 
thence along the coast to the point first mentioned. 

Amlwch. — ^VoL L 28. 

Beginning at the point on the north-east of the 
town where the Rhyd Talog brook falls into the sea at 
Forth Aber Cawell, southward, along the boundary of 
the parish of Amlwch to the point cidled Croes Eilian; 
thence along the Pills Dulas road to the point named 
Penllaethdy-Mawr ; thence along the road to Pentre 
Velin, across the Llanerchjrmedd road, to the point 
designated Pentre Velin Adda cross roads; thence 
along a road towards Pary*8 farm to the point at which 
the same is met by the first bye road on the right 
leading to BAdgadva farm ; thence along the bye road, 
passing BAdgadva farm, to the point at which the bye 
road is intersected (between Bddgadva farm and a 
cottage styled Yr h^n Odjni) by the Lastre brook ; 
thence along the brook, crossing the Holyhead road, to 
the spot where the brook falls into the river termed Avon 
Paric Llechog ; thence along the Avon Park Llechog 
to a ford in the Cemmes road called Rhyd-carreg-cath j 
thence along the Cemmes road to the cottage named 
Br^n-y-Cyll, at which the road is met by the church 
pathway; thence along the pathway to the stile over a 
brook that divides the land of the Marquess of Anglesey 
from the Coed Helen and Ll^dulas property, which stile 
is close by a spring designated Casjrris ; thence along 
the brook to the point at which the same is met by a 
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boundary fence (a few yards north of a cottage styled 
Cae-B^ch) running in the direction of Mona mill; 
thence along the fence to the point at which the same 
cuts the Forth Llechog road ; thence, towards Amlwch, 
along the road, to the place at which the same is met 
by the Fynnon-y-Garreg-Vawr pathway ; thence along 
the pathway to the spring termed Fynnon-y-Garreg- 
Vawr ; thence along the stream that proceeds from the 
spring to the point at which the stream falls into the 
sea ; thence along the sea to the point first noticed. 

Asaph, St.— Vol. I. 48. 

Starting from the point at the north-west of the 
town where the boundary of the township of Talar 
meets the river Elwy, westward, along the boundary of 
Talar, to the Green Gate bridge over the brook Nant- 
y-Vranol; thence along the brook to the place at which 
the same meets the Holyhead road -, thence, eastward, 
along the road to the point where the same is met by 
the boundary of Talar 5 thence, eastward, along the 
Talar boundary to the point where the same joins the 
boundary of the township of Bryn Paulin; thence, 
southward, along the boundary of Br^ Paulin to the 
point where the same meets the upper Denbigh road ; 
thence, northward, along the road to the point at which 
the same is met by a lane leading to Ysguborgoed j 
thence along such lane to the spot at which the same 
meets the river Clwydj thence along the river to the 
place at which the same is met by the southern boun- 
dary of the township of Cyrchynan ; thence in a right 
line to the point first alluded to. 

Atpar. — Vol. I. 55. 

The municipal borough of Atpar^ and the hamlet of 
Emlyn in the parish of Kenarth. 

Bangor. — ^Vol. I. 59. 

First, from the point on the north-east of the town 
where, the road from the park widl of Penrhyn castle 
to the Menai straits joins the straits at the high-water 
mark, along the road to the place at which the same 
meets, the park wall ; thence, westward, along the wall 
to the entrance gate to the Lime Grove ; thence straight 
across the road to the nearest point in the boundary 
wall immediately opposite, which bounds a field be- 
longing to Lime Grove; thence along the boundary 
wall to the spot where the river Cegin enters the 
grounds of Mr. Pennant ; thence along the river to the 
bridge over the Shrewsbury road 5 thence straight to 
a square brick seat or monument, situate on a knoll in 
a field called Cae Pant -, thence straight to the nearest 
point of the road to Velin Esgob ; thence in a right 
line to the nearest point of the road to Brynniau; 
thence direct to the spot where the road from Bangor 
to the Menmi bridge leaves the road from Bangor to 
Carnarvon ; thence along the road to the bridge, in the 
direction of such bridge, to the gate on the right-hand 
side which opens into an occupation road leading to 
Pen'rallt; thence straight, to the point at which the 
low-water mark in the Straits of Menai would be cut 
by a right line drawn from the gate last named to the 
Llandegvan windmill, which is on the opposite side of 
the straits j thence along the low-water mark to the 
454 



point thereof which is nearest to the point first cie- 
scribed -, thence straight to the point first described. 

Beaumaris. — Vol. I. 72. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Brecon. — ^Vol. I. 99. 

The municipal borough of Brecon, and the extra- 
parochial districts of the Castle and Christ's College. 

Caergwyrlb, in Hope. — ^VoL L 145. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Caerwys. — ^Vol. L 149. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Carpi FF. — Vol. L 155. 

The old municipal borough of Cardiff; and so much, 
if any, of the respective parishes of St. John and St. 
Mary as lies without the old borough. 

Cardigan. — Vol. I. 161. 

The old borough of Cardigan, and also Bridgend and 
Abbey hamlets in the parish of St. Dogmael's, county 
of Pembroke. 

Carmarthen. — Vol. L 183. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Carnarvon. — ^Vol. I. 204; 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Cnwclas. — ^VoL I. 251. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

COWBRIDGB.— VoL I. 267. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Criccieth. — ^Vol. I. 261. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Denbigh.— Vol. L 283. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Fishguard.— rVoL L 331. 

Setting out from the point at which the low-water 
mark would be cut by a right line drawn thereto from 
the gate of the fort, through the eastern extremity of 
the southern wall^of the fort, straight to the said gate; 
thence direct to the north-western comer of Parc-y- 
Morva meadow 3 thence along the western fence of the 
meadow to the south-western comer thereof; thence 
straight to the highest point of Parc-y-Morra rock ; 
thence in a right line to the north-western comer of 
the fence that divides the Glyn Amel property from 
the lands of Mr. Vaughan; ^enee, southward, along 
the fence to the point where the same meets the northern 
stream of the river Gwaine ; thence up the stream to 
the point at which the same joins the boundary of the 
old borough; thence, eastward, along the line of the 
old borough to the spot where the same meets the low- 
water mark ; thence, eastward, along the water mark 
to the point first named. 
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Flint.— V<^. I. 834. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

' Haterfordwest. — Vol. I. 396. 

In the first place, from the point at which a right 
line drawn from Saint Thomas's Church to the gate at 
the north-eastern comer of the field called HiH Park 
cuts the boVmdary of the old borough, along such line 
to the said gate; thence straight to the gate that 
crosses the road leadibg to Scotch Well House -, thence 
along the road to the ^olnt at which the same reaches 
Scotch Well House ; thence along the road that leads 
by Sandpool into the Cardigan road to the north- 
eastern comer 6f Sandpool ', thence direct to the cot- 
tage of Philip White ; thence in a right line to the left 
pier of the weir on the river Cleddy i thence along the 
river to the point at which the same would be cut by 
a straight line from Prendergast Church to the gate 
leading from the lane on the north-east of Little Slade 
farkn into thef paddock of that 'farm ; thence direct to 
the gate; thence in a right line to the point at which 
the boundaiy of the old bor<yugh would be intersected 
by a linfe from the gate to the point stt which the Poor- 
field road (otherwise Jury lane) leaves Saint David*s 
road I thence, westward, along the boundary of the old 
borough to the point first-mentioned. 

HoM.— -Vol. I. 415. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

HOLTHBAB. — ^Vol. I. 417. 

Commelicing at that part of the common! called 
"The Towyn," on the south-east of the Tow3rii, which is 
nearest to Holyhead common, along the roi^d to Pen- 
Th6s which adjoins the Tcf^yn, (and is t6 the eakt of a 
cottage telrmed " Pen Towyn,**) to the point at which 
the road is met by another to a piece of waste land 
styled "The Cyttirj** thence along the road to the 
C^ttir to the point at which the same meets one that 
leads across the X}yttir -, thence along the daid road 
across the Cyttir to the point at which the sitme Vuns 
into the' old post 'road toBatlgor; thence idong the old 
post road to Pentraeth ; thence along the road which 
leadd fh>m Pentraeth in a westerly ditiection', and south 
of the new brewery, to the point lit which the rtime 
joins another ; thence, northward, along the road so 
joined to the spot at which the same meet^ the Pen- 
rhds voilaroad; thence along thePenrhds vdfla road 
to the plaV^e where the same runs into the road that 
leadto by the Ucheldre windmill t^ the South Stack ^ 
thence along the rbad to the South Stack, including 
the messuage, with offices and garden; to the >irestem- 
most point (near'a bottage calkd/'Cerrig-y-Lloi") at 
iR^hich the same is cr6ssed by a[ stream froni the Holy- 
head mountain ; thence along the stream to the ^oint 
where it falls into the sea i' thence along the 6oast to that 
part thereof which is ttearest to the point fir^t noticed* 
thence straight to the poiiit*fiiM noticed. ' 

Holywell. — ^Vol. I. 42^. 

First, f^om'the boundary stone oii the hill Pcn-y- 
Br^; and ati the western side of the hedge (which is 
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between the cottage occupied by William Williams and 
the south-eastern comer of the plantation of Richard 
Sankey, Esquire), straight to the boundary stone of 
the township of Holywell which is on the eastern side 
of the St. Asaph road ; thence direct to a bridge (in 
the' lane leading to abd past Grfeenfield Hall) over a 
watercourse running into the river Dee ; thence, east- 
ward, alortg the watercourse to the point where it meets 
the boundiiry of the township of Greenfield ; thence, 
soilthward, along the boundary of Greenfield to the 
spot at which the same meets the Holywell boundary; 
thehce along the eastern and southern or exterior boun- 
dary of Holywell to the stone first alluded to. 

Kenvig. — ^Vol. I. 438. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Kevenlleece. — Vol. I. 442. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

KNiGirroN.— Vol'I. 451. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Lampeter. — ^VoL I. 453. 

' Beginning at the point on the Creithin brook at which 
the northern limit of the glebe joins the boundary of 
the old borough, along the northern limit of the glebe 
to the place at which the same meets again the boun- 
dary of the old borough; thence, northward, along 
the boundary of the old borough to the point first 
named. 

Llanelly. — VoL II. 10. 

Setting out from the point in Wem-y-Gk>osy meadow 
on the north-west of the town at which the old course 
of the stream, which is the old borough boundary, 
makes a sharp turn, in a straight line to the southern 
extremity of the western fence of Cae-Mawr Issa field; 
thence, northward, along the fence to the place where 
it meets the waU which is the western limit of Furnace 
Ckrden ; thence along the wall to the spot at which 
the same meets Pen-y-Vai lane ; thence along the lane 
to the point where the same runs into the Carmarthen 
road; thence direct to the north- western comer of the 
garden of Cae-Mawr cottage, lately burnt down ; thence 
along the fence that divides the said garden and the 
field Cae-Issa from the field Cae-Ucha to the place at 
which the same meets the fence that separates the 
Cae-Ucha from Cae-Bank field ; thence along the last- 
mentioned fence to the northern comer of Cae-Bank ; 
thence in a right line through the southern extremity 
of the north-eastern boundary of Cae-Bank, across the 
trahi-road to the old borough boundary ; thence, east- 
ward, along the old boundairy to the point first-men- 
tioned. 

Llangetni.— Vol. II. 38. 

In the first place, from the point at which the boun- 
dary wall between the property of Admiral Lloyd 
kud the 'lands of Owen Williams, Esquire, meets the 
old Bangor road, east of a cottage called Min'ffordd, 
along the wall to the place where the same reaches a 
spring and a footpath named Llwybyr Tregaraedd- 
Vkch ; thence along a hedge which, running, from the 
spring and footpath, forms a continuation of the line 
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of the wall, and proceeds through the land of John 
Hampton Lewis^ Esquire, to the spot where such hedge 
meets the river Cevni ; thence, southward, along the 
river to the point at which the same is met hy the 
boundary of the parish of Llangevni ; thence, west- 
ward, along the boundary of Llangevni to the place 
where it meets the bye road termed Llidiart-y-Pandy ; 
thence along the road to the spot designated Croes* 
lon-Pen-y-Nant ; thence, southward, along the market 
road to the place at which the same joins the Rhos-y- 
Meirch road -, thence along the Rhos-y-Meirch road 
to the first point at which the same is cut (beyond the 
road leading to Clai) by hedges running from each side 
of the road at right angles ; thence along the hedge 
that proceeds from the last- mentioned point towards 
Pencraig to the spot at which the same reaches an old 
quarry 3 thence along a hedge which runs from the 
quarry, and forms a continuation of the hedge last 
described, passing T^n-y- Coed farm, to the place where 
the hedge cuts the Llanddyvnan road; thence along 
the road towards Llanddyvnan, to the point at which 
the same meets the boundaiy of the Pencraig- Vawr 
farm; thence southward, along the boundary of the 
farm to the spot where it joins the old Bangor road ; 
thence along the road to the point first noticed. 

Llanidloes. — Vol. II. 66. 

Starting from the point on the south-east of the 
town where Cwm Jonathan rill crosses the Rhaiadr 
road, southward, along the rill, to the place at which 
it is met by the hedge on the right hand which is 
nearest to the spot where the rill crosses the cart lane 
from T^-C6ch to Llanidloes ; thence along the hedge 
to the point at which it meets the T^-C6ch stream ; 
thence along the stream to the place where the same 
reaches the Llangurig road; thence, northward, along 
the road to the spot where the same is cut by the 
nearest hedge on the left hand ; thence along the hedge 
to the point at which the same reaches a water-cut 
bank ; thence, southward, along the bank to the place 
where the same reaches a hedge running in the direc- 
tion of the turnpike on the Plinlimmon road 3 thence 
along the hedge to the point at which the same reaches 
the river Severn ; thence along the river to the spot 
where the same is cut by a line drawn thereto in con- 
tinuation of the direction of the hedge on the northern 
end of Pen-y-Green ; thence along the line, and along 
the hedge in continuation whereof it is drawn, to the 
point at which such hedge joins the hedge of Mr. 
Price's wood. 

The boundary next proceeds, from the spot last 
named, straight to the place where the stream called 
Cevn Cummere dingle meets the Pen-y-Bank road; 
thence along the dingle to the spot at which the same 
joins the Clywedog river; thence, westward, along 
the boundary of the township of Cilmachallt to the 
point where the same meets a small watercourse that 
runs along the western edge of Berth Lwyd coppice ; 
thence along the watercourse to the place where the 
same reaches the lane from Llanidloes to Gom ; thence, 
westward, along the lane to the spot at which the same 
reaches the hedge that bounds the eastern side of the 
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Chapel House; thence along the hedge to the point 
where the same reaches Lletty-Cikrh-y-Nant brook: ; 
thence, westward, along the brook to the place at which 
the same is met on the left hand by a small stream 3 
thence along the last-mentioned stream to the spring 
from which the same proceeds ; thence direct to tbe 
nearest spot in the road from Llanidloes to the Bam. 
Leasow ; thence, westward, along the road to the poiot 
at which the same meets the boundary of the borougk. 
of Llanidloes ; thence, southward, along the borougli. 
to the point at which the same meets Cwm Jonathan. 
rill ; thence along the rill to the point first alluded 
to. 

Llantrissent. — ^Vol. II. 108. 

The same as the municipal borough. 

Llantyllin. — ^Vol. II. 154. 

Commencing at the southern extremity, on the 
north-west of the town, of the private road that leads 
from the Llangynog turnpike-road to Bodvach Hall, 
along the said private way to the point at which the same 
is met by the boundary of the field Cae Evan Griffith | 
thence, northward, along the boundary of the field 
to the place where the same meets the boundary of the 
field Maes-Ucha ; thence, eastward, along the boundary 
of Maes-Ucha to the spot at which the same meets 
the limit of the field Cae-Pella Bwlch-y-Llan ; thence, 
northward, along the limit of Cae-Pella Bwlch-y-Llan to 
the point where the same meets the Llangedwin road ; 
thence along the northern fences of the respective fields 
Cae-IKl, Cae-Main, and Cae-Dii-Mawr, and along the 
eastern fence of CaeDQ-Mawr, to the spot where the 
last- mentioned fence reaches the Derwlwyn wood ; 
thence in a straight line across the wood to the north- 
em extremity of the eastern fence of Glynie Issa tene- 
ment ; thence along the fence to the place at which the 
same meets the Br^elldyn road; thence along the 
road to the point where the same reaches Green Hall 
Park ; thence, southward, along the boundary of the 
field Cae*r Vrbn to the place where the sahie meets the 
boundary of the field Cae*r Gwenithdir ; thence, south- 
ward, along the boundary of Cae*r Gwenithdir to the 
spot at which the same meets the river Cain ; thence 
along the river to the bridge called Pont-y-Derwlwyn ; 
thence along Pont-y-Derwlwyn lane to the point at 
which the same meets the Bachie road ; thence along 
the road to the eastern comer of Garth wood. 

After quitting the point just mentioned, the boundary 
line runs along the south-western fences of the fields 
Cae*r Garth and Cyvie-Ucha, and of the field Coed 
Pen-y-Garth, and, westward, along the southern fence 
of the field Cae Gwenith, to the spot at which such 
southern fence cuts the occupation road to Pen-y- 
Garth farm ; thence, direct to the eastern extremity 
of the southern fence of the field Llwjm Bricks; 
thence, westward, along the boundary of Llwyn Bricks 
to the place where the same joins the fence of the field 
Cae Bath ; thence westward, along the fence to the 
point at which the same meets the brook Abel ; thence 
along the brook to the spot at which the same is met 
by the western fence of the easternmost of the fields 
respectively named Lower Meadow ; thence along the 
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"western fence of the last-mentioned field to the place 
at "wliicli the same cats the lane to T^ Newedd -, thence, 
iiortli>vard, along the boundary of the field Llwyn Htr 
to tlie spot where the same touches the boundary of 
tlie field Cae-Mawr; thence, northward, along the 
l>otiiid.ary of Cae-Mawr to the place where the tame 
joins the boundary of the field Cae-B&ch) thence, 
eastvrard, along the boundary of Cae-B^h to the point 
at ^H^bich the same meets the boundary of the field 
Upper Coed Llan ; thence eastward, along the bound- 
ary of Upper Coed Llan to the point at which the same 
vneets the boundary of the field Lower Coed Llan ; 
tlience, northward, along the boundary of Lower Coed 
L«laii to the spot at which the same meets the oc- 
cupation road to Pen Coed Llan -, thence straight to 
tlie point first described. 

LOUGHOR. — Vol. IL 181. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Machynlleth. — Vol. IL 184. 

The township and liberties of Machynlleth 5 and also 
that detached part of he township of Is-y-garreg which 
adjoins the north-eastern boundary of the liberties. 

Merthyr-Tydvil. — ^Vol. IL 215. 

First, from the point on the north of Merthyr-Tydvil 
at which the northern boundary of the hamlet of GcUy- 
d^g meets the river called the Great T&f, northward, 
along the great T^f, to the place where the same is cut 
by the southern fence of Cilsanos common ; thence, 
eastward, along the fence to the spot at which the same 
cuts the Brecon xoBid ; thence, southward, along the 
road to the point where the same meets the Vainor 
road ; thence, eastward, along the Vainor road to the 
place at which the same runs into a bye road leading 
to Cevn-Coedycummer ; thence direct to the spot at 
which the Little T^ would be intersected by a straight 
line drawn from the point last described to the south- 
em mouth of a culvert on the eastern side of the Little 
T&f ; thence, up the Little TSLf, along the boundary of 
the parish of Merthyr-Tydvil to the place where the 
Cwra Bargoed stream is joined by a little brook from 
the Coli ravine j thence in a right line to the north- 
eastern corner of the stone fence of Pendwycae-Vawr 
farm ; thence along the road which passes that farm- 
house to the spot at which the same meets the moun- 
tain track from Dowlais to Quakers* yard ; thence, 
southward, along the track, between the farms of Pen- 
dwycae-Vfilch and Pendwycae-Vawr, to the point where 
such track meets a road running nearly due west, by 
a stone quarry, to Pen-y-Rhiw Gymra cottage; thence 
along the road to the place at which the same reaches 
the southern side of the cottage ; thence straight to 
the spot where the southern boundary of Troed-y-Rhiw 
farm meets the Cardiff road -, thence along the south- 
em boundary to the point at which the same meets 
the Great Tkf; thence direct to the bridge over the 
Cardiff canal called Pont-y-Nant Maen j thence, north- 
ward, along the canal to the place where the same is 
intersected by the CwmdCl brook ; thence, along the 
brook to its source ; thence in a right line drawn due 
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west to the boundary of the parish of Aberdare ; thence, 
southward, along the boundary of Aberdare to the spot 
at which the same meets the boundary of the hamlet of 
Gellyd^; thence, eastward, along the boundary of 
Gellyd^ to the point first named. 

MiLroRD. — ^Vol. II. 221. 

. Beginning at the point where Prix Pill falls into the 
sea, along the Pill, to the place at which the same is 
met by the way coming down by Cwm, and sometimes 
called Cwm Lane $ thence along the lane to the spot 
where the same meets the road from Haverfordwest ; 
thence along the road to the point at which the same 
is met by Priory lane 3 thence along Priory lane to the 
place where the same runs into, on the left, a road, 
often styled the New road ; thence along the New 
road to the spot at which the same meets White Lady*s 
lane, leading to a field north of the brewery, by some 
termed Haggard field 3 thence along White Lady's lane 
to the point where the same is cut by the fence of 
Haggard field 3 thence, northward, along the fence of 
the field to the north-western comer thereof; thence 
straight in the direction of the northern fence of the 
field to Priory Pill ; thence in a right line to the white 
warehouse standing at the head of the rope-walk in 
Hubberston parish 3 thence along Spike lane which 
proceeds from the warehouse to the point at which the 
same meets Conjwick lane ; thence along the lane to the 
place where the same meets the lane which was lately 
part of Point field 3 thence along the lane last noticed to 
the spot at which the same ends on the common ; 
thence straight through the westernmost point of the 
Fort to the sea- coast 3 thence along the coast to the 
point first mentioned. 

Mold.— VoL IL 224. 
The township of Mold. 

Montgomery. — Vol. II. 229. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Narbbrth. — ^Vol. II. 260. 

Setting out from the southern end of the turnpike- 
gate house on the Redstone road, westward, along the . 
fence that abuts on the house, and is the northern limit 
of a field whereof Mr. Thomas Eaton is landlord, to 
the north-western comer of the field ; thence in a right 
line to the north-eastern comer of a field belonging to 
Geo. Devonald, Esq., and bounded on the south by the 
turnpike-road to Haverfordwest ; thence along the pri- 
vate road that runs from the last-mentioned field to the 
point at which the private road meets the road to 
Haverfordwest; thence straight across the road to 
Haverfordwest to the place where the same is met by 
the western boundary of the Town moor; thence, 
southward, along the western and southern bounds of 
the moor to the gate of a lane at the south-eastern 
comer thereof; thence along the lane to the spot at 
which the same meets the limit of Narbcrth church- 
yard ; thence, westward, along the limit of the church- 
yard to the south-western corner thereof; thence direct 
to the point where the stream from Narberth bridge 
would be cut by a right line drawn from the point last 
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described to the place at which the road from the par- 
sonage meets the road from Pembroke ; thence up the 
stream to the spot where the same is joined by the 
rivulet from Narberth mill ; thence up the rivulet to 
the south-western comer of the field of which Baron 
Rutzen is landlord ; thence eastward, along the bound- 
ary of the field to the point >at which the same meets 
the southern boundary of the field belonging to Mr. 
Henry Davies, in which is a turnstile. 

Next, the boundary line extends eastward, along the 
southern boundary of the field of Mr. Davies, and the 
southern and eastern boundary of an adjoining one, the 
property of George Phillips, Esq., to the place where 
the eastern boundary of the field of Mr. Phillips meets 
the occupation road leading to Blackalder; thence 
eastward, along the occupation road to the spot at 
which the same meets the south-eastern boundary of 
the easternmost of two contiguous fields, of which 
Daniel Thomas is landlord ; thence along the boundary 
of the last- mentioned land to the point where the same 
joins the Carmarthen road ; thence straight across the 
road to the south-eastern corner of the field belonging 
to John Lewis 3 thence along the eastern boundary of 
Lewis's field to the place at which the same cuts the 
Cardigan road -, thence direct across the road to the 
south-western corner of Jesse's Well house 5 thence 
straight to the spot where the fence of the grounds at- 
tached to the house called Bloomfield's would be in- 
tersected by a right line drawn from the point last 
described to Bloomfield's ; thence, westward, along the 
fence to the place at which the same cuts the Red- 
stone road 3 thence along the road to the point first 
noticed. 

Neath.— Vol. II. 253. 

In the first place, from the point lowest down the 
river Neath at which the boundary of the old borough 
quits the river, along the boundary of the old borough, 
leaving the river, to the place where Caervwell ditch 
joins the river 3 thence along the ditch to the spot 
at which the same meets the lane called Heol-Morva ; 
thence along the lane to the point where the same joins 
the high road to Merthyr 3 thence along the road to 
the place at which the road to Pont-ar-Tawy leaves the 
same ; thence along the road to Pont-ar-Tawy to the 
spot where the same is joined by a lane termed Rheol- 
y-Glow 3 thence along the lane to the point at which 
the same meets a brook ; thence along such brook to 
the place where the same meets Rheol-Wern-Vraith 
lane ; thence along the lane to the spot at which the 
same is cut by a fence forming the north-western 
boundary of Cae-Canddaw field ; thence along the fence 
to the point where the same meets the brook running to 
Nantlyros 5 thence along the brook to the place at which 
the same joins the canal ; thence along the canal to the 
spot where the same crosses the stream Clydach j 
thence along the stream to the place at which the same 
joins the Neath ^ thence along the Neath to the point 
first alluded to. 

Nevin.— Vol. H. 258. 

The same as the municipal borough. 
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Ne-wtown. — ^VoL n. 270, 

The parish of Newtown^ and the townships of Hen- 
didley and Gwestydd. 

Oterton. — ^Vd. n. 277. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Pembroke, — ^Vol. II. 281. 

The respective parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael, 
and also the space comprised within the foUowixig 
boundary (together with all such parts, if any, of tlie 
old borough of Pembroke as lie without the said 
limits) : — from the point on the south-west of tlie 
town at which the brook called the Taylor's lake meets 
the boundary of the parish of St. Mary, northward* 
along the brook to the place where the same joins tbe 
Pill near Quoit*s mill -, thence along the Pill to the spot 
at which the same meets the boundary of St. Mary*s ; 
thence, eastward, along the boundary of St. Mary's to 
the point first described. 

Presteign. — ^Vol. II. 330. 

The ancient lordship, manor, and borough of Prear 
teign, together with such parts, if any, of the township 
of Presteign, and of the chapelry of Discoed, as are 
without the lordship, manor, and borough : and also 
the space included within the following boundary : — 
from the point on the north of the town at which Nor- 
ton brook falls into the river Lug, straight to the place 
where the road to Wigmore and Ludlow is met by that 
to Kinsham village ; thence direct to the spot at which 
the right hand branch of the Clatter brook falls into 
the Lug 3 thence along the Lug to the point first 
named. 

Pwllheli. — ^Vol. II. 334. 

Starting from the south-western extremity of the 
boundary of the old borough on the sea-coast, along that 
boundary (leaving the coast) to the point at which the 
same is met by a small stream called Avon Goegen $ 
thence along the stream to a bridge termed Sam, or 
Pont-Penmaen; thence along the southern branch of the 
stream to the place where the same meets the bound- 
ary of the old borough ; thence, northward, along the 
boundary to the spot at which the same meets a road 
leading from Denio church into the Carnarvon road ; 
thence along the road from Denio to the point where 
the same is cut by the fence of a field styled Cae 
Vynnow, in the occupation of Hugh Williams, of Br^ 
Crin 3 thence along the fence to the place at which the 
same cuts an occupation road leading from Bryn Crin 
farm-house into the Carnarvon road ; thence along the 
occupation road to the spot where the same joins the 
Carnarvon road; thence, northward, along the Car- 
narvon road to the point at which the same is met by 
a road on the right leading to Abereirch ; thence along 
the road to Abereirch to the place where the same 
runs into a road from Pwllheli to Tr^madoc ; thence 
in a straight line to the sea, at the nearest point ; 
thence, westward, along the coast to the point first 
mentioned. 
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BOUNDARIES OF BOROUGHS. 



Radnor, New. — ^Vol. II. 336. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Rhaiadr. — Vol. 11. 34§. 

Commencing at the point at which the boundary of 
the old borough would be intersected by a right 
line drawn from Rhaiadr church to the bridge over 
the Gwynllin brook on the new road to Aberystwith, 
straight to the bridge ; thence along the brook to the 
weir or dam head -, thence along the southern bank of 
the mill dam to the place where the same is cut by the 
eastern fence of Gwynllin lain field -, thence, southward, 
along the fence to the gate leading into the yard of the 
grist-mill and woollen -manufactory belonging to David 
Evans } thence along the road that crosses the yard to 
another gate at the south-eastern comer thereof 5 
thence direct to the north-eastern corner of the farm- 
house called T^-Newydd, or New House ; thence straight 
to the spot at which the boundary of the old borough 
would be cut by a right line drawn from the new 
house to the bridge over the river Wye^ thence, south- 
ward, along the boundary of the old borou^ to the 
point firsrt; noticed. 

Rhuddlan. — ^Vol. II. 354. 
The same as th& municipal borough. 

RUTHIN.--V0I. II. 366. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Swansea. — ^Vol. II. 378. 

First, from the place where the northern boundary 
of the parish of St. John is crossed by the road to 
Llangyvelach church, northward, along that road, to 
the point at which the same is joined by a lane called 
Rheol-y-Cnap -, thence along the lane, and along one 
which is a continuation thereof, and which joins the 
turnpike-road to Neath opposite the Llandwr engine, 
to the spot where such last-mentioned lane runs into 
the turnpike-road to Neath ; thence, northward, along 
the road to Neath to the place at which the same is 
joined, between the Duke*s Arms public-house and a 
blacksmith*s shop, by a road leading towards COb 
Mont farm ) thence along the last-named road to the 
point where the same is met, opposite the lane from 



Pen-Ian, commonly termed Pen-Ian road, by a track 
leading to a well head *, thence along the track to the 
spot at which the same reaches the well head $ thence 
along the stream that flows from the well head to the 
place where the stream falls into the rivulet Nant 
Velin ; thence along the rivulet to the point at which 
the same crosses the road that leads from Morriston 
into the road from Llangyvelach church to the bridge 
over the river Tawy. 

The line thence proceeds along the road from Mor- 
riston to the spot where the same joins that from 
Llangyvelach to the bridge over the Tawy; thence 
along the last-mentioned road to the place at which 
the same reaches the bridge over the Tawy ; thence, 
eastward, along the turnpike-road to Neath to the 
point where the same is met near the Star public-house 
by a lane that leads from the southern extremity of the 
parish of Llansamlet, over Cilvay hill and by Bon-y- 
Maen, to Llansamlet church ; thence along the last- 
noticed lane to the spot at which the same meets the 
boundary of the hamlet of St. Thomlis, near Tregwl ; 
thence, eastward, along the boundary of St. Thomas to 
the place where the same touches the Hmit of the town 
and franchise ; thence, westward, along the limit of the 
town and franchise to the spot at which the same 
joins the boundary of the parish of St. John ; thence, 
westwards along the boundary of St. Johi^ to the point 
first allixded to. 

Tenby.— Vol. IL 393. 

The la-Liberty of Tenby. 

Welshpool.— Vol. II. 4^. 

The p^sh.of Pool, and the township of Gungrog- 
Vechan in the parish of Guil^eld ; except that part of 
the township of Cy vronnydd in Pool which is detached 
from the main body of the parish. 

WisTON.— Vol. n. 435. 
The same as the municipal borough. 

Wrexham.— Vol. II. 437. 

The respective townships of Wrexham Abbot and 
Regis ; and also such part of that of Esclusham Below 
as is surrounded either by Wrexham Abbot or Wrex- 
ham Regis. 



END OF THE LIST OF THE BOUNDARIES OF BOROUGHS. 
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APPENDIX, No. III. 



PART I. 

A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 

OF THE 

POPULATION OF THE VARIOUS COUNTIES IN 1801, 1811, 1821, 1831, AND 1841 -, 

WITH THE 

INCREASE PER CENT. DURING EACH PERIOD OF TEN YEARS. 



COUNTIES. 


1801. 


1811, 


1821. 


1831. 


1841. 


Increase per Cent. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


1801 

to 

1811 


1811 

to 

1821 

21 
16 
15 
17 
17 
19 
15 

19 
11 
15 

22 

7 

17 


1821 

to 
1831 

7 
10 
10 
12 
15 

8 
11 
24 

3 

9 

9 

9 

12 


1831 

to 

1841 

5-3 
11-5 

5'6 

6- 
22- 

6-7 
10-8 

37- 
11-1 
4-1 

7-9 
21 

13- 


Anglesey . . 
Brecon . . 
Cardigan . . 
Carmarthen . 
Carnarvon 
Denbigh . . 
Flint . . . 
Glamorgan 
Merioneth 
Montgomery 
Pembroke 
Radnor . . 


33,806 
31,633 
42,956 

67,317 
41,521 
60,352 
39,622 
71.525 
27,506 
47,978 
56,280 
19,050 


37,045 
37,735 
50,260 

77,217 
49>336 
64,240 
46,518 

85,067 
30,924 
51,931 
60,615 
20,900 


45,063 
43,603 

57,794 

90,239 
67,958 
76,511 
53,784 

101,737 
34,382 

59,899 
74,009 
22,459 


48,325 
47,763 
64,780 
100,740 
66,448 

83,629 
60,012 
126,612 
35,315 
66,482 
81,425 
24,651 


24,369 
26,911 
31,997 
50,795 
39,600 

44,617 
33,636 
89,028 

19,247 
34,252 
40,343 
12,738 


26,521 
26,384 
36,383 

55,687 
41,468 
44,674 

32,911 
84,434 

19,991 
34,968 

47,919 
12,448 


50,890 
53,295 
68,380 

106,482 
81,068 
89,291 
66,647 

173,462 
39,238 
69,220 
88,262 
25,186 


10 
19 
17 
15 

19 
6 

17 
18 

4 
8 
7 
9 


Wales . 


541,546 


611,788 


717,438 


806,182 


447,533 


463,788 


911,321 


13 



PART II. 



A TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF HOUSES, &c. IN EACH COUNTY, 

IN 

1801, 1811, 1821, 1831, 1841. 



■I * I 



COUNTIES. 



Anglesey 
Brecon . 
Cardigan 
Carmarthen 
Carnarvon , 
Denbigh 
Flint . . 
Glamorgan . 
Merioneth . 
Montgomery 
Pembroke . 
Radnor . . 



Total 



463 



1801. 



Inhab- 
ited. 



6,679 
6,315 

8,819 
13,449 

8,304 
12,621 

7,585 
14,225 

5,787 
8,725 

1 1,869 
3,675 



Unin- 
habited 



1811. 



108,053 3,511 



127 
47ffl 
221 

371 
129 

427 

194 

537 
193 
223 
398 
212 



Inhab- 
ited. 



7,183 
7r556 

9,639 
14,856 

9,369 

13,078 

8,816 

17,017 
6,022 

9,349 

12,468 

4,046 



Unin 
habited 



1 1 9,398 



108 
354 
155 
333 
154 
281 
155 
741 
115 
174 
406 
119 



BuUd 
ing. 



1821. 



Inhab- 
ited. 



3,095 



72 

97 

129 

113 

102 

96 

61 

102 

33 

40 

154 

30 



8,737 

8,425 

11,304 

16,402 

10,932 

14,771 
9,973 

19.396 
6,925 

10,706 

14,491 
4,121 



Unin- 
habited 



1,019 136,183 



174 
468 
220 
333 
215 
376 

147 
645 
230 
194 
503 
147 



3,652 



BuUd. 
ing 



Inhab- 
ited. 



1831. 

Unin- 
habited 



73 
63 
77 

107 
99 

117 
33 

161 
23 
50 

163 
19 



9,683 

9,373 

13,046 



276 
540 
324 



985 



18,920 504 



13,221 
16,368 
11,716 
23,843 

6,968 
12,169 
15,779 

4,437 



155,522 



434 
832 
541 
1,298 
238 
402 
474 
167 



6,030 



Bnild. 
ing. 



Inhab- 
ited. 



1841. 



Unin- 
habited. 



53 

84 

115 

186 

119 
106 

64 
273 

53 

62 
164 

IS 



11,488 
10,634 
15,102 
23,407 
1 6.869 
18,465 
13,320 
33,205 

8,467 
13,650 
18,892 

4,687 



1,297 188,196 



746 
833 
811 

1,382 
771 
991 
446 

1,466 

547 

884 

1,022 

234 





Build 
ing. 



135 

77 
125 
225 
134 

167 

101 

538 

72 

33 

143 

19 



10,133 



1,769 



APPENDIX, No. IV. 



GLOSSARY; 

OR, EXPLANATION OF SOME OF THOSE WELSH WORDS WHICH MOST FREQUENTLY 

OCCUR IN COMPOSITION WITH THE NAMES OF PLACES •. 



Ab, Ap, i. e., Mab^ a Son. 

Abad, an abbot. 

Aber, the fall of a less water into a greater ; as, of a 
brook into a river, of a river into a lake or sea : the 
mouth of a river^ a haven, a port, or harbour. 

AcH, for Merch, a daughter. 

AcH, water (obsolete), 

AcH, for UcH or Uwch, upper j above. 

Adyn, a miserable person, a poor wretch. 

Ael, the eye-brow j also the edge of a place ; as, Ael 
y-Bryn, the brow of a hill. 

Aeron, the splendid one ; the queen of brightness ; 
from Air, brightness, according to Mr. Owen. 

Allaw, properly Alaw, from Al, chief or principal, 
and Aw, water 5 the Water Lily ; perhaps so called 
from its being the chief ornament of the water. 

Am, by, about. 

Aml, many, numerous. 

Annerch, a salutation or greeting. 

Ar, upon. 

Arth, a he or she bear. 

AuR, gold. 

Bach, little, small ; also, a hook, a crook, a tenter. 

Bann, high, lofty, tall. 

Barod, a bard. 

Beow, birch trees : singular, Bedwen. 

Bettws, a station, a place of moderate temperature 
between hill and vale. Some persons say, that every 
Bettws appertained to a monastery, and that it is 
derived from the Latin word Abbatis. 

Beudy, a cow-house. 

Blaen (plural Blaenau) the end or extremity of a 
thing, the top, the source of a river : it is also often 
used for the recesses in mountains, where the valleys 
terminate ; also the highland of a country ^ thus, 
the mountainous district of Gwentland is called 
Blaen-au Gwent, 

BdD, an abode, dwelling, habitation. 

Bre, a hill, promontory, or peak. 

Brech, a spot, spotted. 

Brith, of divers colours 5 spotted. 

Briw, a wound, a bruise $ also, broken, rough. 

Bro, a country, a vale, cultivated land. 

Bron, the breast, the slope of a hill. 



Br^n, a mount, or hill. 

Bu, a cow, an ox, cattle. 

BuGAiL, a shepherd or herdsman.. 

Bychan, little : feminine, Bechan, and, if following a 

vowel, Fechan, 
Byooar, deaf. 

Byodin, a band or troop, an army. 
Bt^rr, probably P^r, the plural of P6r, a now obsolete 

name for a lord. 

Cadarn, strong, powerful. 

CId Nant, the stream, or the glen of the battle. 

Cae, a hedge, field, inclosure. 

Caer, a city, fortification, camp, inclosure, wall, or 
mound of defence. 

Caeth, a slave, captive, bondman ; also as an adjec- 
tive, strait, narrow, bound, captive. 

Cain, white, fair, beautiful. 

Canol, the middle. 

Cantref, a hundred of a shire ; a district consisting 
originally of a hundred dwellings 5 from Cant, a 
hundred, and Tref, an habitation. 

Capel, or Cappel, a chapel. 

Carn, a heap of stones -, intended, in the heathen 
times as a memorial of the dead : in South Wales, 
called Carnau, and in North Wales, Cameddau, 

Cargo, a brook. 

Carreg, a stone : plural, Cerrig. 

Carw, a hart, or stag. 

Cefn, the back, a promontory, a ridge of a mountain. 

Cell, a cell ; also a grove. 

Celli, a grove, a wood, a coppice of hazel trees. 

Cenn, the skin, the hide of a beast 3 also the scales of 
a fish, or serpent. 

Cennin, a leek. 

Ci, a dog. 

Cf L, a retreat *, plural, Ciliau, recesses. 

ClIs, the cloister of a churclf. 

Clawoo, a trench, bank, fence. 

Clegyrog, rocky or rugged, 

Cl6chog, sounding. 

Clyoogau, sheltered places. 

C6cH, red. 

Coed, a wood. 

Collwyn, a grove, or coppice of hazel trees. 



* The words in thii list are entirely Welsh ; the alterations noticed in the Prefoce at having been made in the body of the Work, not 
having, of course, been attempted here. 
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CdR> a choir. 

CoRS, a marsh, a hog. 

Craig^ a rock. 

Channel, properly Grannell, the name of a river ', 
from Gran, shelving or precipitous. 

Crbgrina, properly Cruginfa, from Crugyn, a small 
knoll, and Fa, a place. 

Cross, or Crwys, a cross. 

CrOg, a mount, a barrow, a heap of stones and of 
earth *, and, very often, a fortified mount, such as 
British encampments ^ hence Crilg Hywel, in the 
county of Brecknock. 

Cd, lovely or pleasant. 

CwM, a dale, or valley ; anglici, coombe. 

C^D, with 5 together with ; a junction. 

Cylch, a circle ; or, applied to a place, a circuit. 
Cylch Ynad signifies, the judge of a circuit. In the 
Welsh laws it means a yearly custom of provisions, 
or other things paid to the king's ofiicers by those 
who held lands under him ; in the extent of Anglesey, 
the terms Cylch Rhaglawn, and Cylch Rhaglawd oc- 
cur, which seemingly implied, a Court leet. 

Cymmer, the meeting of two or more rivers, the con- 
fluence of rivers. 

De, for DsHAU, the south. 

Dau, two. 

DiHEWiD, the will, affection, devotion. 

DiNAS, a city, a fortified hill or mount : the most an- 
cient British fortifications are called Din or Dinas ; 
thus, Dinas Emrys, in the county of Carnarvon, 
and many others. 

DiR, certain, sure ; and, in composition, vehemently. 

DiscoBD, properly Is Coed, beneath the wood. 

DisERTH, a desert. 

Dd, black, dark. 

DwFR, or D^R, water ; plural Dyfroedd. 

Dyffryn, i. e., Dyfr Hynt, the course of the waters. 

Dylwyf, fire- wood, fuel : in allusion to water, it 
may be a corruption of DyUf, an overflowing or 
flood. 

Eglwys, a church. ^ 

Ener, native, natural. 

Erch, a dun or dark colour, horrible, terrible. 

EsGOB, a bishop. 

Fl, at the end of the name of a hill or mountain, or of 
any other word, the same as Fan or Man, a place. 

Fair, for Mair, Mary. 

Felfrey, probably a corruption of Foel-Fre, or Foel- 
Fron, the bald or naked hill : a hill, in the county of 
Monmouth, is caUed MiUfre, which has the same 
meaning. 

Fendigaid, for Bbndigaid, blessed. 

FfIn, a boundary, a limit. 

Ffordd, a way, a passage. 

Ffrangc, an aviary -, also a Frenchman, or Gaul. 

Ffynnon, a fountain or spring, a weU. 

Figen or Fign, i. e., Mioen or Mign, mire, a mossy 
mountain, a bog. 

Fro, 1. e., Bro (which see). 
Vol. II.— 466 



Gallt, the side of a hill, or any steep ascent; a 

woody cliff. 
Garth, a mountain or hill, a promontory or cape. 
GisT, a bitch. 

Genau, the mouth, a pass between hills. 
Gl^n, the bank of a river, sea-shore ; ' also a hill. 
GlIs, blue, grey ; also green, verdant. 
Gl^, a glen, a valley. 
G6f, a smith. 

GoGO, L e., GwEDDio, to pray. 
Graban, in South Wales signifies the com marigold ; 

also a vineyard, according to Mr. Owen. 
Grwyney, i. e., Gr^n Wy, the hoarsely murmuring 

water. 
GussE, probably a corruption of Cwysau, furrows. 
GwAELOD, a bottom : plural, Gwaelodian ; dregs or 

lees. 
GwALD, a hem, a skirt, a border. 
GwIr, mild, gentle. 

GWARTHEG, cows. 

GwASTADEDD, R plain. 

GwiLi, the name of a river, in the county of Carmar- 
then 5 from GwiU, swift. 

GwRTH, against, opposite, by, or dose to. . 

Gw^DD, underwood. 

Gw^N, white, fedr, clear : feminine, Owen, 

GwYRYDDON, chastc persons; plural of Gwyrydd, 
chastity. 

Gyll, L e., Cyll, the plural of Collen, a hazel-tree. 

H^FOD, a summer dwelling ; from Hdf, summer, and 

B6d, a dwelling. 
Helygen, a willow or sallow tree. 
Hen, old, ancient. 
HiR, long. 
Hynt, a journey, a way, a course. 

Ieuan, or Evan, John. 
Is, lower, inferior, nether. 
IsIf, lowest. 

Lb, or Lle, a place. 

Llan, a church, an inclosure. 

Llannerch, a glade. 

Llawr, the ground, the floor of a building, the earth. 

Llech, a slate, any broad flat stone. 

Llechwedd, the side of a hill, a steep ascent or de- 
scent, a cliff. 

Lleng, a legion. 

Llethyr, a steep ascent or descent, a diff, the side of 
a hill. 

Llwyd, grey, hoary, brown. 

Llwydog, of a grey colour. 

Llwyn, a wood or grove. 

Ll^n, a lake, a pool. 

Ll^r, the sea, water. 

Ll^s, a palace, a hall or court wherein judges sit. 

MIb, a child, a boy, a son. 
Madoc, or Madoo, good, righteous. 
Maen, a stone. 
Maenor, a manor. 
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^Iitd, a field. 

Mair, Mary. 

Mall, bad, itytten, qoaggy. 

Man AC H LOG, a monastery or abbey. 

Mawr, great, large« 

Medd, mead. 

Mel, honey. 

Melin, a mill. 

Merthyr, a martyr. 

MoEL, bald, crop-eared, trciiitiDg bornfl $ ako m lofty 

bill i»i(beut atiy wood growing apon it. 
Mono, i. e., Mona<), an isokiMd fifHuatioo. 
Mynac^, MoNAGfi, Of MaMach, a Bdonk. 
Mynydo, a mountain. 
Mynti», probably Am Ynt8> about the rising grotind. 

Nant, a brook, a river, a ravine, glen, or hollow formed 

by water. 
Nawdd, refuge, sanctuary. 
Newy DD, new, fresh. 

Od, snow. 

Onnen, an ash tree : plural Onn, and Ynn, ash trees. 

Or, a border^ the edge^ the coa6t. 

PAb, the pope. 

Pant, a hollow cfr sinkiiig in the groond^ a valley. 

Pawl, a pole, a pale, a stake ; also the proper name, 

Paul 
Pebyll, tents, pavilions -, the plural, from Pabell, 
Pen, a head, the summit, a cape or promontory. 
Penbedw, the head of the birch grove j from Pen, 

a head, and Bedufen, h birch tree : plural, Bedw, 

birch trees. 
Penial, capita], chief. 
Pentre, a village. 
Plwyf, people, the common people anciently -, but it 

now signifies a parish. 
Pont, a bridge. 
Porth, a gate, a door, a haven j also, aid, suooour, 

assistance. 
Pr^sg, a copse, an underwood. 
Pump-Saint, five saints. 
Pwll, a pool, a ditch, a pit. 

Rhaiaor, a catarad. 

Rriain, a maiden, a virgin* 

Rhiw, an ascent, the side of a hill. 

Rhodwydd, an open course. 

Rh6s, a mountain meadow, a tDoitft large plaia, a 

marsh. 
Rhudd, red, ruddy. 
Rh^d, a ford. 

Rh^dd, free, at liberty : B6d Rh^dd, the freehold. 
Rhyn, a mountain, hill, or promontory : in the 

plural, Rhynion.^ 



Sarn, a causeway, a pavement. 

'Spyddyd, i. e., Ysbyodad, hospitality. 

'Steni, probably a corruption of Ystany ; from Yslan, 

spreading, and }Vy, wBlUr. 
Swydd, a lordship, an office, service witii respect to 

tenure^ % jurisdiction, a abii c 

TXl, the head, the fronts 

Tal Sarn, the head or front of the causeway. 

Tarren, a rock. 

Telyn, a harp. 

TiR, the earth, land, territory. 

Traws, across, cross-wise. 

Tref, and Tre, a house or home, a township, a village. 

Troed, a foot, the foot of a Hill. 

T^R, a tower. 

T^, a house. 

UcH, UwcH, upper, higher, aboVo. 
UcH^F, UwcHAF, hi^^st. Supreme. 
Uchel, lofty. 

Waun, i. e., GwAUN, a meadow, dowus. 

Wedd, i. e., GwEDD, an aspect. 

Wen, i. c, Owen, white, fair, clear 5 the feminine of 
Gwyn. 

Wern, i. e., Gwerm, alder trees -, also a mdist situa- 
tion : singular, Gwernen, ftn alder tree. 

Wrach, i. e., GwRAcff, an old woman, & hag. 

Wrth, i. e., GwRTH, by, near to. 

Wrtyd, properly Wrth y Rhyd, Opposite, or, near to 
the ford. 

Wy, an ancient, but noW obsolete Word, signifying 
water, 

W^CH, i. e., Gw^CH, cheerful, ne^t, brave. 

Wyl, a flow, or gushing out. 

Wyllt, i. e„ GwYLLT, wild, UQtamed, savage. 

Y, of, or, on the ; the. 

YcH, i. e., UwcH, upper, higher, above. 

YcH, an ox. 

Yfed, to drink, moist, damp. 

Ym, in, or by. 

Yn, in, at. 

Ynys, an island, rising ground. 

Yr, the. 

Y«, below. 

YscEiFioG, the hunting-ground. 

YsGWYD, a shield, a buckler. 

Ysgwydd, a shoulder. 

YsPYTTV, an hospital, an almshouse. 

YsTRAD, a vale, a street, or paved way. 

YsTUM, a situation, figure, a bending. 

Ywen, a yew-tree : plural, Yw. 



END OF THE GLOSSARY. 
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A it 4i)pokeii like A Engliih, in man, cam, Imd ; aad 
never acute, as in Bbh, ataUe : when cironntflexod, 
like aa in Baal 3 thus, Bdd, a boat, is pronounced as 
if written Baud, Au, diphthong, is pronounced Ai, 
English ', thus, Haul, the sun, as Hail, 

B, like B English : but mutable into F and M; as 
Bara, bread j dy Fara, thy bread 5 fy Mara, my 
bread. 

C, like K English, or like C in can, come ; never soft, as 
in city, cistern : it is mutable into Ch, G, and Ngk ; 
as Cdr, a friend 3 ei Chdr, her friend 5 ei Gdr, his 
friend 5 Jy NgMr, my friend. 

Ch is guttural, and is pronounced as the Greek X ; 
never as the Greek K. 

D, as D English 5 but mutable into Dd and N; as 
Duw, God 5 ei Dduw, his God -, fy Nuw, my God. 

Dd, like Th soft in English, as the, this, that. 

E, as E Enghsh, in enter, men, ten : if circumflexed, 
as A acute, in dame, came, ale 5 thus, Cid, advantage, 
is pronounced as if written Cade or Kade : Eu, diph- 
thong, is spoken like Ei English 5 as Beudy, a cow- 
house, is pronounced Beidy, 

F, as V consonant English -, thus G6f, a smith, is pro- 
nounced G6v. 

Ff, as F English, in fetch. 

G, like G English, in get, gain : in composition it is 
often dropped, as G^r, a man, yr hen Wr, the old 
man ; Glkn, the bank of a river, ar y Lan, on the 
bank -, Gldn, clean, Llaw Idn, a clean hand ; Garth, 
a hill, ar Arth, on a hill. Pen yr Arth, the top of a hill. 
The Welsh G is never used soft, as in the English 
Giles : it is also mutable into Ng ; as Gwas, a servant, 

fy Ngwas, my servant. 

H, as H English, in hand, hind. 

I, as I English, in king, sing, ill : circumflexed, as Ee, 
in deed ; thus, Cil, a recess, is pronounced as Keel ; 
Di, privative, as if written Dee, 

K, no letter, in the Welsh alphabet 5 it being ex- 
pressed by C. 

L, as L English, in law, land, love. 

LI, is L aspirated, and has a sound peculiar to the 
Welsh language, as written in English, Llh: in 
composition the LI is expressed by the single L, as 
Llaw, a hand ; ei Law, his hand. 

M, like M English : it is mutable into F; as Mam, a 
mother, ei Fam, his mother, pronounced as if written 
Vam ; Maen a rock 5 ei Faen, his rock : in South 
Wales it is aspirated, as ei Mham, her mother. 
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N,«a N English; in Smth Wales aspirated, ai eiNhai, 
her nepbew. 

O, like O English, in gone, got, and as in Bron, a 
breast : circumflexed, as in bone, tone 5 thus M6dd, 
a manner or fashion, as the English mode, 

P, as P English. It is mutable into B, Mh, and Ph ; 
as Pen, a head ; ei Ben, his head -, fy Mhen, my head ; 
ei Phen, her head. 

Ph, as Ph English. The true difference between the 
Ff and Ph is, that such words as are purely British 
are written with Ff, as Ffon, a staff, Ffordd, a way j 
or such words as are derived from the Latin, as 
Ffydd, faith, Ffenestr, a window : but such words as 
have the radical P are changed into the aspirate Ph, 
as ei Phen, her head. 

Q, no letter in the Welsh alphabet ; when wanted, it is 
expressed by Cw ; as Cwestiwn, a word taken from 
the English question, 

R, is not found simply in the Welsh dictionaries, but 
is always followed by an h, which aspirates the 
sound 3 Rh being in all cases the radical : the radi- 
cal is, however, mutable into the simple R. ; thus, 
Rhdd, grace, dy Rdd, thy grace. In the middle or 
end of words, R is pronounced precisely as the 
English r. 

S, as S English ; but when followed by ia, ie, io, and 
u, it is commonly spoken as Sh, though it is thought 
corruptly so, at least such is the case in the county 
of Brecknock -, thus, Siampl, an example, is pro- 
nounced as if written Shample ; Siengcin, Jenkin, as 
Shenkin; Sion, John, as Shone; Suan, Joan, as Shuan, 

T, as T English ; but mutable into D, Nh, and Th ; 
as Tdd, a father ; ei Ddd, his father -, fy Nhdd, my 
father -, ei Thdd, her father. 

U, as I English, in this, bliss : if circumflexed, as ee 
English, in queen, green ^ thus, dtl, black, is pro- 
nounced as Dee ; SHI, as Seel ; SHr, sour, as Seer ; 
yet the word IJn, one, though not marked with a 
circumflex, is spoken as if printed Een or Ene, in one 
syllable. In the counties of Glamorgan, Brecknock, 
and Monmouth, U is pronounced like the English / 
in miss ; but in the shires of Carmarthen and Car- 
digan, more like the English U : thus, the river 
Dulas, which separates Carmarthen and Glamorgan 
IS spoken on the one side as if written in English 
Dullas, and on the other as if written Dillas, 

y, consonant, is expressed in Welsh by the letter F. 

W, is variously used in Welsh : sometimes like the 
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English W, as in TFedi, after 3 fVeU, behold -, fVeith- 
ian, at length: also as 00, in the English good, 
hood ; thus, Pwn, a burthen, Pwll, a pool : if cir- 
cnmflexed, as 00 in mood, rood ', thus, C^d, a bag 3 
Dr^g, bad ; M^g, smoke. 

X, no letter in the Welsh alphabet 3 in writing foreign 
words Ecs is used, as Ecsodiu, i. e. Exodiu. 

Y, in any syllable of a word but the last is pronounced 
as the English U, in bum, chum, hunt : in the last 
syllable, whether the word consists of one or more 
syllables, as the English I, in din, fin, sin ; thus, 
Cyn, before, Llyn, a lake 3 except that in the mono- 
syllables y, ydd, yn,fyf dy, myn, it retains its former 



sound of U, in bum. The two sounds of Y are re- 
presented nearly in the English word sundry, and 
entirely in the Wdsh Hynny, Ystyr, Llythyr, Mybyr, 
and Pybyr, When the Y is circumflexed, it has one 
and the same sound with the circumflexed u : thus 
B^d, the world, is pronounced like Beed ; and M^, 
dumb, as Meed, 
Z, no letter in the Welsh alphabet. 

N. B. The accent is, in all words, either on the last 
syllable or on the penultima, never on the ante-penul- 
tima ; but it is much more frequently on the penultima, 
and when on the last syllable it is a circumflex. 



The foregoing observations on the Welsh alphabet are derived from a publication by Nicholas Carlisle^ 

Esq., the respected secretary of the Society of Antiquaries, London. 
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TABLE 

OF 

CONTENTS OF THE ARTICLES ON THE COUNTIES ; 

IN8ERT£D WITH A VIEW TO ASSIST THE READER IN OBTAINING A GENERAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
PRINCIPALITY, OR OF ANY ONE OF THE CLASSES OF SUBJECTS COMPRISED IN THE 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SHIRES. 

%* nu8, shoM am accoumt be deiired qf the Bivers throughout Wale$, a rrference to those parts qfthe Dictionary which 
eorrespo u d to thefoUowvng 12 paragraphs numbered 8 will afford the information: and the same with the other topics, Historical 
Account , No, 2 s Remams (fJnti^idtp, No, 9> 4^. 4^. 



ANGLESEY. 

1. Sltaation — Extent — PopulatioD. — ^Vol. I., page 34. 

*i. Historical Account, page 34. — Derivation of the vari« 
DOB names — Occupation by the Druids — Invasion of 
the Romans under Suetonius Paulinus — Second at- 
tack directed by Julius Agricola, in 78 — ^Defeat of 
the Britons — Island held by the Irish- Scots, com- 
manded by Sirigi^-The residence of the Prince Cas- 
wallon — Possession of Anglesey disputed by the two 
sons of Rhodri Molwynog, sovereign of North Wales 
— Inroads of Egbert, King of the West Saxons — Un- 
successful attempts of the Mercian prince, Burrhed— - 
The Danes repulsed — Descents made by the Irish — 
Further incursions of the Danes — ^The island con- 
quered by Grufydd ab C3man — Deserted by Grufydd 
ab Cjman, and many of its inhabitants massacred by 
the English — Attack made by the Norwegians — 
Engagement between them and the English, upon 
the landing of the former — Inauspicious invasion by 
Cadwaladr, brother of Owain Gwynedd, Prince of 
North Wales — Defeat of Henry the Second*8 English 
fleet, under Madoc ab Meredydd, Prince of Powys — 
Island devastated in 1 173 and 1245 — ^Brought into 
subjection by Edward I. — Llanvaes church, &c., 
destroyed by the English forces, and Beaumaris 
Castle erecteid — Anglesey defended by Sir Grufydd 
Llwyd — ^The knight taken by the English and exe- 
cuted — ^The monks of Llanvaes priory made prisoners 
by Henry IV. — Proceedings connected with the great 
civil war of the seventeenth century — Copy of general 
declaration of the inhabitants in favour of the king, 
14th July, 1648*— Siege of Beaumaris — ^Articles of 
agreement between the parliamentarian commis- 
sioners and the people of the island. 

3. Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction — Divisions for purposes 
of civil government — ^Towns — Parliamentary repre- 
sentation — Assizes — page 39. 

4, Description of Surface and Scenery, page 39. — Form 
of the island — General features of the district — ^The 
table land called Mynydd-y-Trysdwyn — ^The Parys 
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Mountain— Extent and inclosure of Malldraeth 
marsh-land — Swelly rocks — ^Ferries across the Menai 
strait — ^Their history — Priestholme Isl6nd — ^Ynys y 
Moelrhoniaid, " the Isle of Seals,** or the Skerries — 
Ynys Cybi, or Holy Island — Remarkable pheno- 
menon attending the tides on the shores of the 
county — Climate. 

5. Agricultural, 8fc., page 40. — Quality of the various 
soils — Usual appearance which the county presents as 
regards fiarming — Extent of inclosed lands — Nature 
of the crops — Oats — Barley— Wheat — Peas — Pota- 
toes — ^Turnips — Hemp— Artificial grasses — Meadow 
and pasture^ The paucity of dairies — ^The extra- 
ordinary manures — Lime — Sea-weed — Extensive use 
of shell-sand — Sort of plough employed — ^The rearing 
of cattle the farmer*s principal object— Characteristic 
marks of the oxen — Important breed of sheep-^ 
Former export of hogs — ^Native breed of horses — 
Rabbits — Seals — Water-rails — ^The aquatic bird, the 
shag— Horticulture — Sea-kale — Woodlands and 
plantations — ^Extent of waste land — ^Fuel. 

6. Geology, and Mineral Productions, page 4^. — Pre- 
vailing rock — Extensive produce in copper — Parys 
Mountain mine, and Mona mine — ^Notice of the 
operations carried on in connexion with those works — 
Other ores found in their neighbourhood — Collieries 
in the county — Nature of the substratum, as dis- 
covered where coal has been sought for — Direction 
of limestone range — Millstone-quarries — Gritstone — 
The different kinds of marble, and where found — 
Potters* clay — Fullers* earth — ^Magnesia — Steatite, 
or soap rock — ^Varieties of marl — ^Barytes. 

7. Manufactures, Trade, 8fc, page 44. — Flannels and 
blankets for home consumption — Exports of the 
island — Especially of mineral produce, cattle, and 
sheep— Chief imports — Harbours of the isle — Beau- 
maris — ^Traeth C6ch, or Red Wharf bay — Dulas bay 
— Amlwch harbour — Ceml3m,or Crooked Pool bay — 
Holyhead port — ^Aberfiraw — And, lastly, Malltraeth 
—Fisheries— Oysters — Shells found — Samphire. 
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8. Notices of Rivers, Canals, and Roads, page 45. — No 
inland navigation in Anglesey — Principal streams — 
The Cevenny — Alan — Fraw — and Dulaa — Holyhead 
road, &c. 

9. Remains of Antiquity, page 46. —Numerous and im- 
portant memorials of Druidical occupation, crom- 
lechs, circles, &c. — Particularly on the borders of the 
Menai — In the park of Plfis Newy dd — At BAdowyr — 
At Tre-vry — At Tre'r Dryw — ^At Llugwy — At Pres- 
addved — And near Pentraeth — Vestiges of Roman 
date — Caer Idris, originally British, afterwards Ro- 
man — Ancient ruins near Holyhead — AtTau-y-Cevn 
Caerleb^Roman coins, amulets, founds British re- 
mains — Immense camedd, tumuli, British cross, &c. 
— Religious establishments at the period of the Re- 
formation — Remains yet existing of Penmon priory 
»-And of Llanvaes priory^-The most remarkable 
churches — Ruins of mural fortresses— Old mansions 
— The palace at Aberfraw. 

10. Seats, Farm-houses, 8^c. ; Customs; Natural Curi- 
osities ; page 47. — List of chief gentlemen's residences 
in the county — Appearance of farm- buildings and 
cottages — Kinds of hedges — Fences — ^Title of mar- 
quess conferred by the island. 

BRECKNOCK. 

1. Situation — Extent-^Popnlation. — ^Vol. I., pege 111. 

•£. Historical Account, page 111. — The county part of 
the territory of the Sihires at the period of the 
conquest of Britain by the Romans — Roman stations 
and ways — Upon the withdrawal of the forces of that 
people, a petty state formed, named Brycheiniog — 
Prince Brjpchan^-His sons, Ciedwyn and Rhain— 
Caradog Vreichvras— Cawrdrav— Teithwalch — Battle 
at Camo between the Britons and the Saxons, com- 
manded by Ethelbald, King of Mercia — Hwgan, 
Prince of Brycheiniog, defeated by Ethelfleda, Ed- 
ward the Elder's sister — The district invaded by 
Athelstan — ^Again, in 982> by Alfred, Ekui of Mercia 
—Incursions of the Normans— The principality of 
Brycheiniog erected into a lordship marcher by Ber- 
nard Newmarch — ^Brecknock Castle built, and made 
the seat of government — The lordship the property 
of the family of De Breos — Narration of events con- 
nected with its possession by them, 13th century — 
Humphrey de Bohun — ^Hay and Brecknock castles 
taken by Prince Edward, son of Henry HI., in 1265 
— Interference of Edward L with regard to the dis- 
position of the lordship — ^The northern part of the 
county, in 1282, the scene of a celebrated engagement 
between Llewelyn ab Grufydd and the English — 
when that prince was slain— -The lordship vested in 
the Crown— Granted to Elemor deBohnn, afterwards 
Countess of Stafiford — Proceedings against Richard 
III. by Duke of Buckingham, owner of the lordship — 
Also by Rh^s ab Thomas — ^The lordship again in the 
hands of the Crown, time of Henry VIII . — County 
formed — ^Descent of the lordship up to the present 
date — ^The lordship of the Great Forest. 

3. Ecclesicutical Jurisdiction — ^Divisions for pnrposes 
of civil government — ^Towns — Parliamentary repre- 
sentation — ^Assizes — page 116. 
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4. Description of Surface and Scenery, page 116. 

Ranges of mountains — ^The principal chain, the Blaolc 
Mountains —Bannau Sir Gaer, or the Carmarthea- 
shire Beacons — ^Tr^castle Beacon — Peaks near Breck- 
nock — Llyn Cwm Llwch — Llyny Van — Bettws mono- 
tain — Cribarth summit — ^The "Ddgarth Black Monn- 
tains — ^Y Gader Vawr, or the Great Chair — Eppynt 
hills — Drugam — Lake Savaddan, or Llangorse Mere 
— Nature of the climate. 

&. Agricultural, ^c, page 117. — ^Varieties of soil — Cha* 
racter of the northern part of the county — Included 
in the shale tract of South Wales — Quality of the 
southern portion — ^The middle district wholly occu- 
pied by red soil upon a substratum of red sandstone — 
the Vale of Usk — Extent of inclosed land — Systems 
of agriculture — Crops produced — Wheat — Barley — 
Peas — Potatoes — Hops — Artificial grasses — QualUy 
of the pasture and meadow — Manures in most exten- 
sive use — Lime ; ashes — Ploo^M— Carts; wnggons i 
teams — Native and other breeds of cattle — Chief 
features of the small mountain breed of sheep — Pe- 
culiarities observable in their manner of feeding — 
Hogs — Horses— Orchards producing cider for home 
consumption — Predominating species of trees in the 
natural woods — Waste and conunoi^ u^ed for de- 
pasturing sheep — ^Three grand districts of waste no- 
ticed, viz. the Talgarth Black Mountains — ^The Bre- 
con and Carmarthen beacons — ^And the £ppjnt and 
other hills — FueL 

6. Geology^ and Mineral Productions, page 120.— Com- 
position of the entire district to the north of the 
Eppynt hills, the bases of those hiUs themaelres — 
Shak^— Tract consisting of red sandstone strata, 
southward of the shale — Three varieties of that tract 
— Lower stratum producing building-stone — ^Middle 
stratum comprising micaceous schistus — ^And upper 
stratum simply presenting reddish «andstone*'--fi,e- 
markable range of the grey mountain rock — ^The 
Brianog mountain — Chain of detached limestone 
rocks along the north-western base of the red sand- 
stone of the Black Mountains of Tklgarth — ^Range of 
primitive or mountain limestone southward of ^e 
great sandstone tract — Extent, appearance, and most 
striking peculiarities thereof — Stratum of chert next 
to it-^Coal measures — ^Minute notice of the strata in 
the mines of Cy varthva and Dowlais-^Strata of iron- 
stone — Fire-day strata — Iron the principal or&— 
Sulphate of copper — 'Discoveries of lead-ore^**TVi- 
poli — Muchudd Irvon. 

7. Manufactures, Trade, 8fc., piage 123. — Iron, the most 
important branch — Situation of works — ^WooUon- 
manufacture-— Making of flannel«*4ats^*-Sho68< — 
Stockings — Paper'— Tanning •— Cominerce — Chief 
exports and imports. 

8. Notices of Rivers, Canals, and Roadt, page 124,'—^ 
Principal rivers-^The course of the Usk described — 
Its tributaries, the Cilieni^Br^ Eagair, Honddii, 
Rhiaugoll, Grwyney, Oral, Senny, Tarannel, Car- 
vanell, Cravnant, Onwy, and Clydach^-The romantic 
Wye — Joined by the Irvon^ Chwevrwy, Dulas, Cam- 
arch, Dihonwy, Caletwr, and Llynvy '— The coarse 
of the T^— Of the Neath— And of the Tawy— The 
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Ronmcy riTer — The Mdltfe and tbe Hepst^ — ^Artifi- 
cial Qavigation — Formatioo, length, &c.^ of the 
Brecknock and Abergavenny canal — Railroads con- 
nected with it -^ Sifl^ansea canal — Neath canal — 
Conme of the Hay railway — State of the roads — ^The 
Milford, and other lines. 

9. Remains of Antiqmty , page ISS.-^Interesting Dmidi- 
cal vestigia — Situation and eictent of two Roman 
stations, each named the Graer— Coarse of a branch 
of the " Via Julia Marltima "—Way called the Sam 
Hlr — ^Another styled the Sam Helen — The "Via 
Devana **— -Supposed road from " Maridunum, Car- 
marthen, to station on the river Irvon — Roman 
baths discovered — British fortification, Crdg Hywel 
**- Extensive encampment, Penmyarth — Camp at 
Venni Wood — Oval fortifications at Pen-y-Cr(ig, &c. 
-»*-Near Llanvillo church, GUisbury, Aberbr^ — 
Cameddau — Stones on Rhds-saith-Maen — Mounds 
— Religious houses at the Dissolution — ^The most 
remarkable specimens of ecclesiastical architecture 
•**-Ruin8 of castles in the county — The most striking 
ancient mansions. 

10. Seats^ Farm-houses, 8(C, ; Customs; Natural Curiosi- 
ties $ page 128.— Modem residences — Style of farm- 
houses and cottages — Hedges — Quality of common 
bread — Servants^ — Notice of Llanwrtyd wells — ^The 
Park wells — ^Tarran-yr-Ogov, or the Cliff of the 
Cave — Waterfalls — Pistyll-Mawr, or the Great Cas- 
cade — Cll Hepst^ waterfall — 'Sgwd Einon Gam — 
*Sgwd yr H6n R^d — Subterranean course of the 
Mellt^. 

CARDIGAN. 

1* Situation— Extent — Population. — Vol. I., page 146. 

3. Historical Account, page l66, — Ancient British in- 
habitants — Brought under the dominion of the Ro- 
mans, about the year 70 — Station Loventium — ^Vim 
Occidenialis — Derivation of the name Cardigan — 
Lordship of Caredigion — Possessed by Roderic the 
Great, sovereign of North Wales and Powjrs — In- 
viuled by levav and lago, princes of North Wales, 
in 949 — Greatly devastated by the Danes in 987 — 
Descent of tbe Normans — Ccmflict at Ll^cfaryd in 
1087, when the sons of Bledd3m ab Cynvyn were 
slain by Rh^s ab Tewdwr, the reigning prinoe — 
Cardigan Castle built by Binger de Montgomery, 
Eaii of Shrewsbury, to secure the Norman con- 
quests — ^The province of Caredigion subdued by Gil- 
bert Strongbow — Successful operations carried on 
by Grufydd ab Rh^s — Checked, however, by &ihire 
before Abery^twitk Oastle — ^Tbe province laid waste 
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